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   A three-day special session of the 
Legislature ended on Nov. 9, following 
the passage of two bills aimed at securing 
aerospace industry jobs and the production 
of Boeing’s 777X in our state.
   With the Legislature’s work completed, 
attention turned to the International 
Association of Machinists and Aerospace 
Workers’ (IAM) contract vote with 
Boeing. In a vote watched closely across 
our country, the IAM rejected the contract 
by 67 percent.
   The next day, Boeing said it would 
not re-engage the IAM on contract 
negotiations until 2016 and would 
review 777X options in other states. The 
company expects to make a final decision 
in two to three months. With Boeing 
already having 259 agreements in place 
for the new airplane, states will be making 
their best pitches.
   Whether you feel the IAM turned down 
a good offer or Boeing asked too much 

from the IAM, there 
is one thing everyone 
can agree on: The 
future of the aerospace 
industry in our state is 
uncertain. This could 
have a major impact 
on local families and 
communities.  
   Unfortunately, it’s 
not just the aerospace 
industry that faces uncertainty in our state. 
All sectors of our economy face serious 
challenges. These challenges include an 
expensive workers’ compensation system, 
a unique business and occupation tax, 
an uncertain permitting process, and a 
cumbersome regulatory climate.
   It’s not just what our businesses and 
their employees currently face; it’s what 
they could face. 
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Opinion

Letters policy
Letters of 200 words or fewer may be e-mailed 
to letters@concrete-herald.com or sent to 
Concrete Herald, P.O. Box 682, Concrete, WA 
98237. Writers must include their name and town 
or community for publication, plus a daytime 
telephone number for confirmation purposes. 
Concrete Herald reserves the right to edit letters 
for length, clarity, accuracy, spelling, grammar, 
and potentially libelous statements. So be nice.

Letters to the editor
“The Anniversary” a travesty  
   On the evening of Oct. 31, my husband 
and I attended the premiere of the movie 
“The Anniversary” shown at our beloved 
historic Concrete Theatre.
   “The Anniversary” was filmed in our 
little community. There was a lot of
enthusiasm from our citizens about this 
film. The film depicted many of our land 
sites. The old police station on Main 
Street, our beautiful Concrete silos, and 
much of our historical sites.
   The movie “The Anniversary” in itself 
was a travesty. The gruesome images and
the portrayal of dumb backwards hill-
billies. The awful sexual innuendos 
throughout the film were nothing more 
than smut.
   I was ashamed that Concrete’s name 
was affiliated in any way with this film.
   This community has worked hard 
to bring about a happy, wholesome 
atmosphere to the public at large. I saw 
people walk out of the movie within the 
first 20 minutes.
   In the future a representative from 
Concrete should review scripts of movies
being filmed in Concrete when Concrete’s 
name is being used. If the film is such that 
it is a bad reflection on our community 
and town (like “The Anniversary”), then 
the production company should not be 
permitted to use the name or photograph 
the name of our town.
   We really need a happy, warm-fuzzy 
movie to be filmed here.
   Protective and proud of our community.

Karen Newburn
Concrete 

Call to overturn Citizens United
   The outcomes of local elections should 
be decided by local voters. That is often 
not the case since the 2010 Supreme Court 
“Citizens United” ruling. That’s why 
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there are movements in every state in the 
nation, including our state, calling for an 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution to 
overturn Citizens United.
   Fair and balanced elections—the very 
basis of our democracy—are no longer 
fair and balanced. While individual 
persons are limited to contributing $2,500 
per candidate per election and $117,000 
for political contributions over each two-
year period, the Citizens United ruling 
allows corporations and unions, through 
super PACs and some nonprofits, to 
contribute unlimited amounts of money 
overall. The Citizens United ruling gave 
corporations and unions greater “free 
speech” rights, through paid political 
advertisements, than individual persons. 
In essence the Supreme Court ruled in 
favor of corporations and unions over the 
rights of individual persons.
   If you think it’s unfair to allow unlimited 
political contributions by corporations 
and unions but to limit political campaign 
contributions of individual persons, if you 
are tired of the deluge of TV ads we must 
endure during campaign season, if you are 
dismayed that outcomes of three of our 
recent local elections were influenced by 
huge amounts of outside money from both 
conservative and liberal organizations 
(SeaTac, Whatcom County, I-522), if 
you agree that local elections should 
be decided by local voters, you should 
support overturning Citizens United.

See Letters, p. 39

Commentary

“If it’s good for Goliath, it’s 
good for David”
By Rep. Dan Kristiansen, 39th Dist.

Kristiansen
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Annie's Pizza Station
44568 State Route 20, Concrete
(360) 853-7227

Cascade Burgers
45292 State Route 20, Concrete
(360) 853-7580

Concrete Theatre
45920 Main Street, Concrete
www.concrete-theatre.com
(360) 941-0403

Encore Fitness
45920 Main St., Concrete
www.concrete-theatre.com
360.466.8754

Ovenell’s Heritage Inn
46276 Concrete Sauk Valley Rd.,  
Concrete   (360) 853-8494
www.ovenells-inn.com

Perks Espresso & Deli
44586 State Route 20, Concrete
www.perksespresso.vpweb.com
(360) 853-9006

The Washington Cafe  
and Bakery
45938 Main St., Concrete
360.853.7723

Mon. - Sat. 10:30 - 6, Sun. 11 - 4

Northwest’s Finest Seafood

360.707.CRAB (2722)
Toll-free: 866.707.2722

Dungeness Crab ~ Oysters
Fresh Fish ~Mussels
Shrimp ~ Scallops  ~ Clams
Smoked Fish

~~~
Special 

orders always  
welcome!

~~~

18042 Highway 20, Burlington, WA 98233

Celebrate the holidays with local seafood and gift ideas!

www.skagitsownfishmarket.com

Northwest 
Garden  
Bling

n Gift shop
n   Stained glass &  

glass supplies
n Souvenirs

360-708-3279
nwgardenbling@frontier.com

44574 Highway 20 – Concrete, WA  98237

Council approves marijuana 
zoning changes
   At its Nov. 25 regular meeting, the 
Concrete Town Council approved changes 
to its zoning code that will prohibit 
production, processing, and retail sales of 
recreational and medical marijuana within 
its residential areas. The code change also 
contains language that will bring the town 
into compliance with state laws regarding 
placement of medical marijuana collective 
gardens.
   Concerned by the potential for 
devastating litigation against the town that 
could be brought by individuals who wish 
to produce, process, or sell recreational or 
medical marijuana, the council approved 
the following language now added to its 
residential zoning code:
   “The production, processing, and 
retail sales of recreational and medical 
marijuana shall be prohibited.”
   A new section addressing medical 
marijuana collective gardens also was 
added to the code:
   “State-licensed medical marijuana 
collective gardens and state-licensed 
recreational marijuana [must comply with] 

the following restrictions, development, 
and performance standards:
   “Medical marijuana collective gardens 
shall comply with the 1,000-foot 
separation requirements mandated for 
recreational marijuana retailers, producers, 
and processors, as outlined within WAC 
314-55 as it is currently written or as it 
may be amended in the future.”
   That 1,000-foot zone of separation 
comes into play in a major way within 
Concrete town limits, where virtually 
everything is within 1,000 feet of one of 
the uses named within the Washington 
Administrative Code (WAC). The code 
reads, “The [Washington State Liquor 
Control] board shall not issue a new 
marijuana license if the proposed licensed 
business is within one thousand feet of 
the perimeter of the grounds of any of 
the following entities: elementary or 
secondary school, playground, recreation 
center or facility, child care center, public 
park, public transit center, library, or any 

See Kristiansen, p. 27 See Marijuana, p. 27

A waiver and race details will be e-mailed or snail-mailed to you.  
You must return the waiver to Concrete Herald by July 23 to be eligible to race.

Reach visitors to the  
Upper Skagit Valley by  
advertising in the  
2014 North Cascadian  
Travelers’ Guide.

The Travelers’ Guide showcases the 
history and events for visitors to:
Clear Lake, Sedro-Woolley, Lyman,  
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Rockport, Darrington, Marblemount,  
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For more information or to request  
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Call 360.853.8213
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Parks Committee 
will need new chair
   Effective Jan. 1, 2014, the Concrete 
Parks Committee will need a new 
chairperson to lead the advisory group.
   Current chair Jason Miller will resign 
effective Dec. 31 in an effort to clear 
some responsibilities from his plate after 
winning the mayoral race. His four-year 
term will begin Jan. 1.
   The Parks Committee is composed of 
volunteers who discuss and brainstorm 
ideas for all park spaces within 
Concrete town limits. The committee 
is advisory; all major decisions are 

brought to the Town Council for final 
decisions. Parks Committee members 
also serve the town by volunteering 
to work in the parks. Weeding, brush 
clearing, painting, staining, and general 
maintenance are some of the tasks that 
have been performed by Parks Committee 
volunteers.
   The Parks Committee meets the second 
Monday of each month, at 6:15 p.m., at 
Concrete Town Hall.
   For more information about the 
Concrete Parks Committee and the 
chairperson position, contact Jason 
Miller at goodwords@frontier.com or 
360.853.8213.

—J. K. M.

By Ruth Richardson
Edited by Katy Tomasulo

   He’s been the voice of the Upper Skagit 
Valley for four years, but now it’s more 
than just a line on a newspaper flag.
   Jason Miller was elected mayor of 
Concrete Nov. 5, beating six-year incum-
bent Judd Wilson with 61 percent of the 
vote. The Skagit County Auditor’s office 
certified the election results on Nov. 26.
   Miller was excited to hear the results. “I 
had never run in a contested race before,” 
he said. He was at the Skagit County 
Courthouse the night of the election and 
still has the printout showing the early 
results. “The numbers looked promising 
right out of the starting gate and they held 
up over the coming days,” he said.
   Wilson said he plans to keep serving the 
citizens of Concrete, albeit in a different 
capacity. He plans to throw his hat into the 
ring for Miller’s vacated council seat.
   “There are things that I started that I 
want to make sure get done,” he said, 
including the construction of the new Fire 
and Life Safety Building, as well as 
completion of the work to drain and fill the 
lagoon by the wastewater treatment plant.
   Wilson would need to be appointed by 
the Concrete Council, which plans to fill 
Miller’s seat during its Dec. 9 meeting.
   Miller said he hopes to work with 
Wilson to get an “information download.”
   “I need to know everything that’s in 
his head as far as projects go,” Miller 
said, noting that Wilson will be aware of 
information that the council isn’t because 
the mayor gets approval from the council 
and then acts on it in their stead.

Key projects
   The newly elected mayor agrees that 
the biggest item on the town’s docket in 
upcoming months is securing funds for 
the construction of the new Fire and Life 
Safety Building. The current structure is 
in disrepair, and its hillside location has 
made it vulnerable to erosion.
   “That project needs to continue moving 
forward,” Miller said. “The old building 
will be in the Baker River in 10 years.”
   Miller hopes to work with Wilson to 
get a grant application resubmitted to the 
Community Development Block Grant 

Concrete mayor-elect Jason Miller looks at early election returns Nov. 5 with his campaign 
manager, Cam Archuletta. Miller held the lead over his opponent, incumbent Judd Wilson, 
throughout the race, starting with 59 percent of the vote and ending with 61 percent.
Photo by Eric Archuletta.

(CDBG) program, which provides annual 
grants to local governments and states 
that need assistance to tackle serious 
challenges facing their communities. 
CDBG requires a town to have state 
funds in order to land a grant; with the 
legislature not awarding a $785,000 
earmark until late in its 2013 session, it 
was too late for Concrete to secure a grant 
in the last cycle of awards.
   “We’re going to resubmit the grant app 
in January in hopes that we can get this,” 
Miller said. “We should find out in June 
2014.”
   In the meantime, Miller would like to 
investigate ways to slow down the erosion 
until the new building can be constructed 
between the historic Superior Building 
and the community garden.
   Getting a roof on the Superior Building, 
one of the last remaining remnants of 
the town’s cement plant history, also is 
a priority for Miller. The council has 
directed Imagine Concrete Foundation 
and the Historic Preservation and Land-
marks Commission to lead that effort.

Leveraging people power
   In an effort to be a more effective leader, 
the new mayor plans to gain more intimate 
knowledge of the town’s workings.
   “My first move will be to set up a job 
shadow, one day per employee,” Miller 
said. “I need to get a firm grip on the 
kinds of challenges they face every day, 
which will give me a much better idea 
of the realities they and the town face. 
I’m of the opinion I’m not going to be an 
effective leader if I don’t understand what 
life is really like for our town staff.”
   He hopes to inspire staff with assigned 
reading, such as 13 Ways to Kill Your 
Community, a tongue-in-cheek book by 
Doug Griffiths and Kelly Clemmer about 
how communities eliminate jobs, undermine 
businesses, and drive away residents.
   “The majority of the items the authors 
are addressing are or have occurred in 
Concrete in some way,” Miller said.
   He wants to empower the town staff 
with this type of education.
   “My hope is that the exploration of 
new ideas and knowledge about small 
towns can help our team not only preserve 
Concrete, but also help it thrive,” he said.

   Two men are still missing in the Upper 
Valley area after months of searching.

Jason Lovelady
   On Oct. 5, Jason Lovelady of Concrete 
was gathering pine cones with his mother, 
Starlet Lovelady, and others. The group 
was working an area near the Elbow Lake 
trailhead in the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie 
National Forest.
   Lovelady went missing, disappearing 
with few clues left behind. Repeated 
search efforts by Whatcom and Skagit 
counties Search and Rescue, as well as 
additional searches by family and friends, 
have turned up nothing. 
   Lovelady is 38 years old and 5 feet, 10 
inches tall. He weighs 200 pounds and has 
close-cropped, light-brown hair. The day 
he disappeared he was wearing a T-shirt, 
shorts, a red and black flannel shirt with 
black lining, and brown, ankle-high boots. 
He was carrying a white, three-gallon 
plastic bucket.
   Anyone who was in the area on that 
day while camping, hiking, hunting, or 
taking a drive is encouraged to report 
any individuals or vehicles that were 
in the area. To report the above or any 
suspicious activity, call the Whatcom 
County Sheriff at 360.676.6650.

Thom McCoy
   Arlington solo hiker Thom McCoy 
went missing in the Found Lake area near 
Marblemount sometime between Aug. 5 
and 10, when he was due home.
   Repeated Search and Rescue attempts, 

Area men 
still missing

Concrete man Jason Lovelady is shown in 
this undated photo with his mother, Starlet 
Lovelady. Jason Lovelady went missing Oct. 
5 near the Elbow Lake trailhead in the Mount 
Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest while 
gathering pine cones. He has not been found.
Submitted photo.

Miller wins mayoral race
Incoming mayor says first priorities are continuing to 
secure funds for Life Safety Building, understanding 
staff needs, and mobilizing volunteers.

   During the campaign, Miller said he 
also kicked around the idea of creating 
a volunteer database. In the back of his 
mind, he wanted to mobilize a core group 
of volunteers who are willing to do the 
odd job or project around town.
   “It’s so serendipitous. As I’m thinking 
that, mostly to myself, here come these 
people who want to volunteer,” Miller 
said. “It signals to me a different kind 
of new hope, and it fills me with a lot of 
enthusiasm and optimism for our future.”
   These volunteers are going to be critical 
to the future of Concrete, he added. “I’m 
not a dictator and I’m not a savior; if we 
are going to save this town, we are going 
to have to ‘grab a root and growl,’” Miller 
said, quoting one of his dad’s favorite 
sayings about collaborative efforts. 

Keeping it neutral
   Miller, who also serves as editor and 
publisher of Concrete Herald, will avoid 
using the newspaper as a platform for 
town issues.
   He has published Concrete Herald since 
May 2009, about two years after he was 
appointed to the Concrete Town Council.
   According to Bill Will, president of the 
Washington Newspaper Publishers Assn. 
in Olympia, Miller will have to work hard 
to maintain the trust of his readers.
   “Realistically, I don’t know how 

you would cover city government 
dispassionately, especially if the mayor/
publisher maintained editorial control,” 
Will said in an e-mail interview. “Guess 
you would have to bend over backwards 
to be fair, and disclose in every story that 
Mr. Mayor is also editor and publisher 
of the newspaper in which the story 
appears.”
   Will said this could be awkward and 
difficult, but has been done before.
   “The last time I know of was Tom Baker, 
who was the publisher of the Waitsburg 
Times and also mayor for a bit,” Will said.
   As a council member, Miller said he 
covered city politics.
   “I took a couple of hits along the way, 
but a couple of hits in four years is not the 
worst average I could hope for,” he said. 
“It’s not an optimal situation, but I’m the 
type of person that when I see something 
that needs to be done, I’m going to step up 
and get it done.”
   Miller plans to farm out town council 
reporting to freelance writers. A Seattle-
based proofreader will edit the articles.
   “I’m only going to touch the articles in a 
layout capacity,” he said. 

Writer Ruth Richardson is the former 
editor of Sedro-Woolley Courier-Times. 
She lives in Sedro-Woolley. Editor Katy 
Tomasulo lives in Seattle.

Old-fashioned 
Christmas in 
Concrete, Dec. 7
   For weeks, planning has been in motion 
for this year’s Christmas celebration in 
Concrete. The event will be split into two 
Saturdays this year, on Dec. 7 and 14.
   On Dec. 7, the Christmas Parade lineup 
begins at 5:30 p.m., with the parade 
following at 6 p.m. Parade participants 
should meet at the PSE parking area. The 
parade will begin there, make its way 
through Concrete Town Center, and end 
at Concrete Center, where Santa will wait 
with toys for the kids.
   Organizers are encouraging everyone to 
watch the parade; there will be plenty of 
time to get in line to see Santa. Trophies 
and a top prize will be given for parade 
entries.
   A bazaar is planned for Dec. 7, as well 
as a gingerbread house contest based 

in the old Eagles Building in Concrete 
Town Center (bake it and build it at home, 
then bring it in for judging), photos with 
Christmas characters, crafts for kids, 
a prize for Best Costume (organizers 
are encouraging people to dress up in 
Victorian-era clothes), pony rides, and a 
live Nativity scene. The scene will be set 
up in the covered arcade area in front of 
the former Cajun Bar & Grill on Dec. 7, 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m.
   On Dec. 14, look for that live Nativity 
scene again (from 5 to 7 p.m.), plus 
caroling in the Town Center.
   Organizers Gladys Silrus and Adrienne 
Smith are seeking bazaar vendors, food 
and drink vendors, live music, and more 
for this year’s celebration. “We need all 
the support from the town we can get,” 
said Silrus, adding that she and Smith are 
open to more ideas.
   For more information or to offer ideas or 
volunteer, contact Silrus at 360.826.4848 
or Smith at 360.853.8505.

—J. K. M.

as well as searches by family and friends, 
have turned up nothing. His family hopes 
a $10,000 reward for information leading 
to his whereabouts will help them find 
some closure.
   Anyone who was hiking in that 
area during that period, or who sees 
anything that could be a clue to 
McCoy’s whereabouts, is asked to call 
360.336.9450.



   Ballots were certified Nov. 26, with the following 
final results in the Concrete Herald coverage area:

Concrete — Mayor
   Judd Wilson 39%
   Jason Miller 61%

Concrete — Council Position 3
   Michael Bartel unopposed

Concrete School Dist. — Dir. Dist. 1
   Crissie Wilson unopposed

Concrete School Dist. — Dir. Dist. 3
   Gladys Silrus unopposed

Concrete School Dist. — Dir. Dist. 4
   Bill Thompson unopposed

Darrington School Dist. — Dir.-At-Large Pos. 4
   Erin Nations-Green      unopposed

Darrington School Dist. — Dir.-At-Large Pos. 5
   Doug Lenker unopposed

Hamilton — Mayor
   Joan Cromley unopposed

Hamilton — Council Position 1
   Ruth McDermott unopposed

Hamilton — Council Position 3
   Bethany Betlem unopposed

Hamilton — Council Position 4
   Andrew Jensen unopposed

Hamilton — Council Position 5
   Mathew Coker unopposed

Lyman — Council Position 1
   Edward Hills unopposed

Lyman — Council Position 2
   Rita Burke unopposed

Lyman — Council Position 4
   Gail Ganga unopposed

Sedro-Woolley — Council-At-Large
   Brett Sandström 53%
   Charles Owen 47%

Sedro-Woolley — Council Ward 2
   Germaine Kornegay 69%
   Dorothy (Elizabeth) Fernando 31%

Sedro-Woolley — Council Ward 3
  Thomas Storrs 29%
   Brenda Kinzer 71%

Sedro-Woolley — Council Ward 6
   Rick Lemley 76%
   Thomas Swett 24%

   Complete election results are posted online at 
http://vote.wa.gov/results/current/skagit.
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By J. K. M.

   Don’t miss the live Nativity scene in 
Concrete Town Center on Sat., Dec. 7, from 
4 to 5:30 p.m., and again on Sat., Dec. 14, 
from 5 to 7 p.m.
   A gingerbread house contest also is in 
the works. Bake it and build it at home, then 
bring it to the old Eagles Bldg. in Concrete 
Town Center (next to The Washington Cafe 
and Bakery) on Dec. 7 and let the public be 
the judge. Three age groups will be judged: 
17 and up, 12 to 17, and 11 and under. For 
more information, call 360.826.4848.
   Annie’s Pizza Station placed 10th in 
the KING5 Best of Western Washington 
contest. Out of more than 250 pizzerias 
(many of them with numerous stores 
and in the Seattle metro area) that’s an 
amazing accomplishment—although not 
terribly surprising for those of us familiar 
with our hometown pizzeria.
   Concrete High School football head 
coach Ron Rood was again honored by 
the Seattle Seahawks as Coach of the 
Week last month. I just caught wind of 
this since Rood is not one to toot his own 
horn, so I’ll put something together on this 
for next month.
   Stop by the Concrete branch of 
Columbia Bank on Dec. 19 to check 
out—and laugh at—the ugly sweaters 
worn by the employees that day. Cast your 
vote for which one you like “best.”
   On the Rumor Mill front, here are a 
couple rumors I’ve heard recently that are 
100 percent false:
• I want to demolish the silos. (False!)
• I want to turn Concrete into another 

La Conner. (False!)
   Geoffrey Castle, popular electric 
violinist, brings his Celtic Christmas 
Celebration to the Concrete Theatre 
on Thur., Dec. 12, at 7 p.m. The show 
features the Geoffrey Castle Band, plus 
special guests Beth Quist, a Cirque du 
Soleil vocalist; Don Scobie, a Highland 
Piper; and even Santa Claus!
   The concert will feature music from 
Castle’s Christmas CD, “Underhill’s 
Angel: A Treasury of Songs for the 
Season.” Tickets are $25 general, $20 
senior, and $15 youth, and are available 
online at www.concrete-theatre.com.

Council summary
   Concrete Town Council met for regular 
meetings Nov. 12 and 25, with the Nov. 
12 meeting preceded by a 2014 budgeting 
workshop. Following is a summary of 
those meetings. Complete and council-
approved minutes for every council 
meeting are posted on the town’s Web site 
at www.townofconcrete.com/cminutes.php.

Nov. 12 Budget Workshop: 2014 Budget 
Proposals
• The 2014 budget balances. It 

includes a two percent raise for all 
staff members. Discussion included 
Councilmember Jack Mears’ request 
for a blacktop project at the airport to 
be completed in 2014.

Nov. 12 Regular Meeting
• Town engineer Cody Hart with 

Reichhardt & Ebe reported on a 
proposed boat launch project just east 
of the confluence of the Baker and 
Skagit rivers. 
   Many elements of the proposed 
project were discussed, including 
the cost. There are two options for 
applying for funding, which is a 25 
percent matching grant. First, the 
town could apply just for the design 
and permitting, which would be an 
estimated cost of $85,000, of which 
the town would be responsible 
for $21,250. Or, the town could 
apply for the whole project, which 
would include design, permitting, 
and construction, and would be 
an estimated total project cost of 
$200,000 to $250,000, of which 
the town would be responsible for 
between $50,000 and $75,000. Hart 
reported that it is his understanding 
that there is some Puget Sound 
Energy money that may be able to be 
utilized for the matching portion of 
this project. Clerk Treasurer Andrea 
Fichter is checking with PSE on this.

• A no-match TAP grant application is 
in the works. If awarded to the town, 
the grant would pay for design and 
construction of a sidewalk and bike 
lane on Cedar St. from South Park to 
Superior Ave.

• The council selected Reichhardt & 
Ebe as consultant for the design work 
needed for the secondary access road 
proposed to be built to the schools.

• Superior Building: Councilmember 
Jason Miller reported he received a 
verbal quote from Doug Aamot of 
Taurus Construction of about $37,000 
for the roof repair on the Superior 

Building. Miller said Aamot will 
submit an official estimate soon.

• The Parks Committee wants to 
replace the merry-go-round that was 
removed from Silo Park Playground 
several years ago. It will bring 
recommendations for a replacement 
feature to the council as soon as 
possible.

• State auditors will begin the town 
audit this week. Training on the new 
accounting system (BIAS) has begun.

• Mayor Wilson congratulated Miller 
on winning the mayoral race, stating 
he concedes with reservations. Wilson 
also stated he would apply for the 
council position that will be left 
vacant by Miller when he takes over 
as mayor. Mayor Wilson stated that 
he would like to be on the council to 
make sure things he has started are 
finished.

Nov. 25 Regular Meeting
• Public Safety: Sgt. Chris Kading 

reported the Sheriff’s Office will do 
some work with the school district 
with grant funding that will provide 
education to high school students 
regarding underage drinking, as well 
as provide compliance training for 
local businesses. He stated they will 
conduct some undercover and sting 
operations. 
   Mayor Wilson asked about doing a 
mock fatality DUI vehicle accident 
at the school. He stated this was 
done about five years ago and he 
believed this made an impact on the 
kids that were involved. Sgt. Kading 
and Mayor Wilson discussed getting 
the Sheriff’s deputies, Aero Skagit, 
firefighters, and Med Flight involved 
in this.

• Hart reported on an opportunity 
for a planning grant that would 
assist the town in developing plans 
for the relocation and daylighting 
of Lorenzen Creek. He stated this 
would be a zero matching fund 
grant. Relocation of this creek has 
been discussed previously; it would 
mitigate flooding caused by improper 
management of the waterway in the 
past and allow spawning fish to move 
farther upstream each year. Hart will 
pursue the grant.

—Compiled by J. K. M.

Keep track of your council
   To have Concrete Town Council agendas and 
meeting minutes e-mailed to you automatically, 
e-mail your request to andreaf@concretewa.gov or 
call 360.853.8401.The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley

Read

SKAGIT RIVER
BALD EAGLE

INTERPRETIVE CENTER

52809 Rockport Park Rd., Rockport

Open weekends to the public
(closed Dec. 24–25; open Dec. 26–Jan. 1)

SPECIAL EVENT, Sat., Dec. 28, 1 p.m.:
Peter Ali, native flutist and storyteller

Steelhead Park Clubhouse; donations taken at door

Saturdays:
Guided Nature Walks, 11 a.m.

Naturalist Speakers
Nature Store open Sat. & Sun., 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Schedules subject to change.
Go to www.skagiteagle.org or Facebook.

360.853.7626

OPEN DEC. 7 – Jan. 26

Fundraiser dinner 
planned to aid 
Concrete woman’s 
fight against cancer
   A sumptuous prime rib dinner is on the 
December calendar, and for a very good 
cause: It will help alleviate expenses 
incurred by Becky Voelkel of Concrete as 
she battles cancer.
   In 2008, Voelkel was diagnosed with 
multiple myeloma, a chronic cancer of 
the plasma cells in her bone marrow. She 
received a bone marrow transplant in 
2009, after which the cancer went into 
remission.
   In July 2012 she learned the cancer 
had returned. She has been receiving 
chemotherapy, but that treatment has 
plateaued, so her doctors are planning a 
“tandem transplant.” Using first Voelkel’s 
own stem cells and then donor stem cells, 
doctors will perform two transplants—in 
December 2013 and February 2014—in an 
attempt to push the cancer into remission 
again and hopefully cure Voelkel.
   That’s where the fundraiser comes in. 
Voelkel said Seattle Cancer Care Alliance 
recommends that patients raise funds to 
help with living expenses and unforeseen 
expenses—usually around $25,000 to 
$30,000.
   The dinner will be held Sun., Dec. 29, 
from 4 to 8 p.m. at the old Eagles Building 
in Concrete Town Center (next to The 
Washington Cafe and Bakery). Catered 
by Voelkel’s son, John, the dinner will 
include prime rib, salad, and strawberry 
shortcake. Admission is $25. For more 
information, call 360.391.1922.

One more goal

Don and Pam Garland paused for a photo in their Birdsview home Nov. 21, just five days before 
Don succumbed to stage four colon cancer. Don had battled the cancer for two years, and was 
focused on making it to Feb. 3, 2014, the couple’s 25th wedding anniversary.

   We all have goals in life. Some of us 
want to get married and have kids. Some 
focus on career. Or travel. Or inner peace. 
Or all of the above.
   By age 66, Don Garland of Birdsview 
had realized most of the above goals and 
more. But after being diagnosed with 
stage four colon cancer in October 2011, 
he had one more goal in mind: making it 
to Feb. 3, 2014, and the 25th anniversary 
of his marriage to Pam.
   Since the diagnosis, Don had set several 
goals and met them all. He wanted to meet 
his grandson, who was born in March 
2012 and is now 20 months old. He 
wanted to go halibut fishing in Alaska—
that goal he tweaked for a Wisconsin trip 
in fall 2012 to visit relatives. He wanted 
to build a pond with Pam; now their 
front yard has one as a focal point, with 
cascading waterfalls, languid water lilies, 
and silent fish below the surface.
   Don and Pam Garland will have to wait 
for that final goal—celebrating their 25th 
wedding anniversary—but as devout 
Christians, they believe it will happen 
someday. After two years of treatment, the 
cancer finally took Don on Nov. 26.

   The couple shared their journey and 
thoughts on marriage during a Nov. 21 
conversation at their home.
   Both Concrete High School grads, they 
were married in 1989. Pam was a waitress 
at Village Pantry; Don was a patron. “She 
kept giving me free food, so I had to keep 
coming in,” said Don of their courtship.
   They began their journey, which 
included three sons. They poured 
themselves into their family, enjoying 
outdoor adventures and sports.
   Pam reflected on her years with Don:
“From the beginning of a marriage, there 
are good days and bad days, ugly days, 
beautiful days, fat and skinny days. There 
are many rewards for staying with a 
person. They understand you more than 
anyone else does. Ride out the storm. Go 
through it all. Be willing to remember the 
first thing you loved about that person, 
and hang on to it. Tell each other you love 
each other every day. Because you don’t 
know when it will be the last. For me, 
it’s all about keeping God in the picture. 
Without God, there’s no way to keep it 
together.”

—J. K. M.

Election 2013
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Sports

Darrington senior Amy Miles (left) prepares to jump for the spike from setter Riley Anderson, 
also a senior, during an Oct. 22 away match at Concrete. Riley and Miles were first team All 
League this season; Miles was first team on The Herald’s (Everett) All-Area Team.

   In a season that began with high expec-
tations, the 2013 Darrington Logger 
volleyball team was able to meet almost 
all of them. The regular season was 
highly successful, with the exception 
of losing to Northwest 1A/2B League 
power La Conner twice. The Loggers 
finished second in the 32-team SunDome 

Volleyball Festival in Yakima during 
September, and also defeated Christian 
Faith and Mt. Vernon Christian, who 
would later finish second and fourth, 
respectively, at the State 1B Tournament.
   Post-season on the way to State found 
the Loggers finishing second to La Conner 
in both the District Tournament and the 

Darrington takes third at state
By Greg Powell, head coach

   Concrete’s Lions started November 
with a 61–26 thrashing of Orcas Island. 
Concrete’s double wing offense ground 
out more than 450 yards rushing in the 
win. Gibson Fichter ran for 206 of those 
yards and scored six touchdowns. Senior 
fullback Josh Rogge bulled his way 
through the middle of the Viking line 
for 132 more. Offensive linemen Justin 
Medlock, Robert Nevin, Mat Baird, 
Brayden Olmstead, and Donnie Olmstead 
deserve much of the credit for the Lion’s 
win. Defensively, Orcas was held to 
negative yards rushing and was forced to 
move the ball exclusively through the air. 
   Concrete next traveled to La Conner to 
decide the NWB league title. The Lions 
put forth a fine effort, but were worn down 
in the second half by the third-ranked 
Braves. La Conner broke the game open 
with two third-quarter touchdowns after 
taking a narrow 7–0 lead to the locker 
room at halftime. The Lions offense had 
some promising drives, but were held out 
of the end zone by a stout Brave defense. 
Concrete’s defensive troops played hard 
and intercepted three La Conner passes. 
   Concrete faced the fourth-ranked 
Napavine Tigers in the first round of the 
playoffs at Sedro-Woolley’s new field turf 
stadium. The game marked the fifth trip to 
the state playoffs in the last six years for 
the Lions. The first half of the game was 
a back-and-forth affair, with the teams 
trading the lead several times. Rogge 
and Fichter each scored touchdowns on 
short runs at the end of long Lion scoring 
drives. The Tigers scored with less than a 
minute left in the half to erase a Concrete 

lead and gain a 22–16 halftime advantage. 
   A promising early third quarter drive 
was halted on downs at the Napavine five 
yard line, and the Tigers threw a 62-yard 
scoring pass three plays later to increase 
their lead to two touchdowns. They added 
two more scores in the fourth quarter 
to make the final score a somewhat 
misleading 43–16. Both teams ran the ball 
for around 200 yards, but Napavine threw 
for 155 yards and three touchdowns to tip 
the scales and gain the win.
   Concrete finished the season 5–1 
in league and 7–3 overall. They also 
were voted to receive the NWB league 
sportsmanship trophy by league coaches.
   The Lions had a number of represen-
tatives on the NWB league All Star team. 
Junior Fichter, who ran for 1,230 yards 
and led the county in scoring with 24 
touchdowns, was a first team running back 
selection and a second team pick at safety 
on defense.
   Sophomore lineman Nevin was a first 
team pick on offense and a second team 
pick on defense. Senior Rogge was a 
repeat first team pick on defense.
   Junior lineman Baird and sophomore 
linebacker Olmstead  also were first team 
picks on defense. Senior guard Medlock 
was a second team pick on offense. Kyle 
Nushart, Dallas Newby, Dylan Clark, and 
Randall Beacham were all Honorable 
Mention picks on the team.
   Concrete’s awards dessert on Wed., Dec. 
4 at 6 p.m. will feature team awards and 
the annual highlight film of the season. All 
are welcome.

For fifth time, Lion football 
heads to playoffs
By Ron Rood, head coach

Athletes of the Month are Jonnie Rohweder and Gibson Fichter
   Senior soccer forward Jonnie Rohweder has been a starter for the team all four 
seasons of her high school career, and a captain during her junior and senior years. 
“Jonnie is the heart and soul of the Concrete soccer team,” said Head Coach Adam 
Woodworth. “She is a tireless worker, leader, and inspiration.” Rohweder had all of the 
team’s assists this year and was voted Most Valuable Teammate by her peers. She also 
was selected to the All League Second Team for a second time.
   Junior Gibson Fichter lit up football fields again this year as a running back and safety 
for the Lions. This season he ran for 1,230 yards and led the county in scoring, with 24 
touchdowns. He was an All League first team running back and a second team safety 
on defense. “Gibson has success because of his great work ethic and his willingness to 
work hard to achieve his goals,” said Head Coach Ron Rood.
   Rohweder and Fichter were selected by Concrete Lions Booster Club members 
based on their leadership, being team players, and demonstrating sportsmanship and 
character.

At h l e t e s  o f  t h e  M o n t h

Concrete junior Gibson Fichter takes advantage of a Josh Rogge block to gain yardage 
during the Lions’ Nov. 16 playoff game against the Napavine Tigers. After a strong first half, 
Concrete fell to Napavine 43–16, ending their drive to State. Photo by Denise DuVarney.

Bi-District Tournament. Earning a top 
three finish at the Bi-District tournament 
punched the Loggers’ ticket to the State 
2B Tournament at the SunDome in 
Yakima.
   The Loggers’ first opponent in Yakima 
was SW League Adna. Adna was a great 
start for us there; we were virtually error-
free for most of the match, and it showed 
in the scores.
   Darrington swept Adna in that first-
round match, 25–9, 25–18, 25–21. The 
quarter-final match looked to be a much 
bigger challenge for Darrington, facing 
Lind/Ritzville/Sprague. They come from 
that very tough Eastern Washington 
Bi-County League, plus had two strong 
middles, so we were concerned with that.
   With extremely tough serving (17 aces) 
and hitting (48 kills), the Loggers handled 
the Broncos 25–12, 25–16, 23–25, and 
25–16.
   The semi-final match against No. 1 
ranked Colfax proved to be too much for 

the Loggers. They had overwhelming 
talent, and after a decent first set, we got 
steamrolled. Nobody in the tournament 
could touch them. The Loggers were 
swept 3–0, and Colfax went on to claim 
the championship, 3–0 over Toutle Lake.
   The third/fourth place match ended up 
being the most thrilling of the tournament, 
a five set with a 16–14 last set finish 
that left the Logger team and its fans 
absolutely ecstatic.
   Once again playing a Bi-County 
opponent—second-ranked Davenport—
the Loggers outlasted the Gorillas in a 
two-hour-plus marathon. Scores were 
22–25, 25–23, 25–23, 13–25, and 16–14. 
Davenport was an amazing defensive 
team, but fortunately we had an answer: 
Amy Miles ruled the court with 35 
kills. Miles finished the match with a 
thundering service ace, giving the Loggers 
the third place trophy for the second time 
in three years. It was a satisfying finish to 
great season.

Concrete sophomore Dylan Clark twists and turns to avoid a Napavine tackle during the first 
playoff game Nov. 16. Photo by Denise DuVarney.

S p o r t s  s c h e d u l e s
are posted online:

nw1a2bathletics.com
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   Concrete Heritage Museum is closed 
for the season. Until next Memorial Day 
weekend you can make an appointment 
to visit the museum or do research 
in our library; just call Robin Wood 
at 360.826.3075 or send an e-mail to 
concreteheritagemuseum@gmail.com.
   Monthly meetings are held year-round, 
the third Wednesday of each month, at 7 
p.m. at the museum, which is located at 
7380 Thompson Ave. in Concrete. The 
meetings are open to the public.
   New museum Web site: Don’t 
forget! Our new online home is 
www.concreteheritagemuseum.
org and our new e-mail address is 
concreteheritagemuseum@gmail.com.
   The yearly election of officers has been 
tabled until January, as we are looking for 
input from the community and museum 

members while looking for possible new 
trustee candidates who would enjoy being 
a part of our lively group.
   Join us for our annual Christmas Party. 
The potluck will be held this year at 
Concrete (senior) Center on Wed., Dec. 
18, at 6 p.m. Bring your favorite dish.  
We will have live music from Midnight 
Son. Enjoy good company and food and 
celebrate the holiday season and New 
Year with us. HAPPY NEW YEAR!
   The centennial reprint of So They Called 
the Town Concrete is still available. 
The new edition features enhanced 
photographs and a more readable font. 
Copies are available at Albert’s Red Apple 
and the museum, or an order form can be 
printed online at www.stumpranchonline.
com/concreteheritagemuseum.

—Dan Royal

C o n c r e t e  H e r i t a g e  M u s e u m  n e w s Upper Skag it Library
At the

   With darkness falling earlier, we have 
new winter hours. We will be open 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m., and Friday and Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Hopefully you will come 
and see what’s new at the library.
   We are pleased to announce that 
Microsoft IT Academy is now available 
at the library. This is a great program 
for the people of our community who 
want to improve their job skills or learn 
basic or advanced computer skills. All 
of the online training included in the IT 
Academy program is free, and it includes 
250 courses and resources. All you need 
to do is to come to the library and we will 
help you access these courses.
   Washington Anytime Library can now 
be accessed through the Library home 
page at www.upperskagit.lib.wa.us. Just 

click on the eBooks tab and go to the 
Washington Anytime library Web site 
link. Log in with your library card and pin 
number and you have access to a great 
variety and large collection of audio and 
e-books.
   On Thur., Dec. 12, from 9 a.m. to 
noon, the library will be open for the 
Insurance Outreach Program. To make 
an appointment, contact Brie Phillips at 
360.856.7388.
   In the spirit of Thanksgiving, I’d like to 
mention what we are thankful for. Thanks 
for the generosity of those who donated 
the DVDs that went missing in October so 
that everyone can enjoy them. Thanks also 
to the individuals who donated the Xbox 
games and DVD Lecture series. They are 
being enjoyed by many! 

—Kim Mitchell, library associate

   The Lions Club ended the month of 
November by celebrating Thanksgiving 
dinner together on Nov. 20. This is a 
special time of year for all of us to give 
thanks for all that we have and all that 
we can give back to our wonderful 
community.  More than 40 members, 
family, and friends joined in a wonderful 
dinner. Thanks to the hands that prepared 
and served us. Also a special thanks to 
Alice Mosbey for volunteering to call 
members and remind them of upcoming 
meetings and projects.
   The Lions Club members began 
December by selling our beautiful locally 
grown Christmas trees. We will sell trees 
on Dec. 7, 8, 14, and 15 in Theodoratus 
Field (just west of Loggers Landing) and 
at Albert’s Red Apple. The tree lot will 
be open from 9 a.m. till 2 p.m. We ask 
for a donation of $30, depending on the 

Lions ROAR
size. You will not be disappointed in the 
quality, freshness, and price of our trees. 
All proceeds from the sales go back into 
our community to assist with current and 
future projects.
   The Concrete Lions Club will have its 
December meeting on Dec. 4, in the front 
room at Annie’s Pizza. The meeting starts 
at 6:30 p.m.; however, there is always 
a group that meets to eat and socialize 
before the meeting. Usually they are there 
about 6 p.m. For all existing members, 
mark your calendar. For those interested 
in becoming a member, submitting a 
request, or just wanting to see what we 
are about, please feel free to stop in. The 
meeting scheduled for Dec. 18 will be 
our annual Christmas get-together, so no 
business that night.
   From the Concrete Lions Club members 
and their families, we wish all of you a 
very merry Christmas. As we go into the 
New Year, we look forward to serving our 
great community from our hearts and with 
our hands.

 —Connie Smithhart

S p o r t s  s c h e d u l e s :
nw1a2bathletics.com

December347912
Ready Set
1299
34 Pc. Impact

While Supplies Last!

CasCade supply

Sale ends 12/31/13

45900 Main St., Concrete  •  360.853.8811  •  Mon.–Sat., 8:30 to 5:30

Christmas is coming!
We have lights, gifts, sale items!

Sign up to win a HUGE stocking stuffed with toys—
we’ll draw the winning name on Dec. 23!

December400911
Heater
2999
LED Fan

While Supplies Last!

Fan only

Low heat

High heat

December

Each 327961
Chalk Reel
100' Blue

309650
Pliers
5" Vise Grip

319309
Screwdriver
9-in-1 Multi

345687

497

Bar Clamp
6" Mini

While Supplies Last!

December376329
Screwdriver Set

497
4 Pc.

While Supplies Last!

Sale ends 12/31/13Sale ends 12/31/13

Sale ends 
12/31/13

The Upper Skagit Library
must find a new home.

The process of accomplishing this goal has begun. Please contact the library if you have 
any concerns, questions, or suggestions, or if you would like to help.

360.853.7939  //  info@upperskagit.lib.wa.us
 We need volunteers. We want to hear from you.

Marblemount 
author shares 
“strong memories”
   More than a dozen lovers of words 
turned out Oct. 23 to hear Marblemount 
writer Nancy B. Johnson read passages 
from her book, Strong Memories.
   The reading took place at Upper Skagit 
Library in Concrete, with Johnson sharing 
excerpts from the book, which she 
described as “a collection of memories.”
   Strong Memories is broken into 
chapters filled with vignettes, with poems 
interspersed between chapters. It follows 
Johnson’s life, which began in Strong, 
Ark., and brought her eventually to 
Marblemount and the North Cascades.
   Johnson, whose mother was a poet, 
began the evening by reading three 
poems, including “Tenacity,” about 
a downed cherry tree putting forth 
new leaves. She said the book began 
with a single memory, followed by 
encouragement from local novelist Robin 
Wood. After that first memory, “the book 
sort of wrote itself,” said Johnson.
   Her memories track through her 
marriage to her husband, Steve, in 1956, 
the births of her children, her years of 
teaching, backpacking in the North 
Cascades, marriage struggles, deaths in 
the family. Johnson wrote of knowledge 
gained through relationship struggles.
   “One of the treasures of our years is 
that we are gentler with each other. We 
are still here, and life is good.”

NORTHWEST 1A/2B/1B WOMEN’S SOCCER ALL-LEAGUE PLAYERS
Second Team, forward: Jonnie Rohweder. Second Team, midfield: Tate Mathis. Honorable 
Mention, goalie: Brook Barnedt.

WOMEN’S VARSITY SOCCER AWARDS
Varsity letters: Whitney Claybo, McKenna Kononen, Madisyn Renzelman, Emily Schmidt, Mary 
Spangler, Brook Barnedt, Tate Mathis, Iris Nevin, Chloe Stidman, Xyomara Ramos, Jonnie Rohweder. 
Manager: Sidney Hockett.
Bubble Gum Champ (attitude and effort): Brook Barnedt. Rookie of the Year: Mary Spangler. 
Hustle Award: Chloe Stidman. Most Inspirational: Xyomara Ramos. Most Valuable Teammate: 
Jonnie Rohweder.

VARSITY WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL AWARDS
Most Valuable Player: Sam Christensen. Most Improved: Haley McNealey. Best Server: Jasmine 
Hopfield. Perfect Passer: Cassidy Cargile. JV Most Valuable Player: Taylor Aldridge. JV Most 
Improved Player: Hannah Rensink.

Targeted. Five thousand copies 
circulate through Whatcom, Skagit, and 
Snohomish Counties every month,  
reaching an untapped market of readers, 
many of whom say they read only  
Concrete Herald. 

Smart. Concrete Herald keeps your 
ad in front of readers’ eyes for three to 
four weeks per placement. 

Flexible. A variety of options ac-
commodate your goals and budget. Ad 
design services also are available.

“Our ads in Concrete 
Herald help us reach 

out to the community 
with health information 

and hospital news. I 
know it works, because 

I get calls and e-mails 
from Concrete Herald 

readers.”

~ Valerie Stafford 
communications director
United General Hospital,  

Sedro-Woolley

Our area businesses
adver tise in these pages

to bring you Concrete Herald each month.
Please suppor t them!
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Academics

PTO update
December goings-on
   United General Hospital’s Community 
Health Outreach Programs (CHOP) and 
Concrete PTO will host “December 
Dance, Dash, and Dine” for K-8 School 
students and their families. The event will 
be held Tue., Dec. 17, from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. in the Concrete High School cafeteria.
   The evening’s activities include learning 
new dance moves from the Wii game Just 
Dance 3, children vs. adult dash around 
the gym, and a delicious meal of roasted 
chicken, mashed cauliflower and potatoes, 
green beans, and more prepared by United 
General Hospital’s Chef Chris Johnson.
   The event also will include a presentation 
on preparing healthful meals on a budget, 
information regarding health insurance 
and EBT benefits, and a raffle. Family 
photos may be purchased from the PTO.
   The event is free to families of Concrete 
K-8 School students; however, there is 
a suggested donation of a nonperishable 
food item.
   To register, contact Brie Phillips at 
360.856.7388 or brieanna.phillips@
unitedgeneral.org before Dec. 13.

—Sheena Daniels

YD update
   This is the time of year that we usually 
give thanks for good food and happy 
times. At Concrete Youth Dynamics, we 
celebrate both as often as possible.
   On Nov. 4, 48 high school students 
competed in our “Minute to Win it” night, 
and “Team America” (led by captain Joey 
Solomon) pulled out the victory by the 
narrowest of margins. They competed in 
several silly games, similar to what you 
might have seen on television, and we 
had a great time doing it. Of course there 
was food there! We provide food for the 
students every Monday because we realize 
that for many of them, this is their dinner. 
We also provide a time for the young 
people to listen to a speaker, reflect, and 
hopefully apply lessons to each of their 
lives. Sarah Spaeth spoke to the students 
about how much they are loved. The 
very One who made them loves them 
unconditionally.
   We had a huge game of capture the flag 
on Nov. 11 (Veterans Day), and it was 
quite possibly the longest game as well. 
Our own Paul Rider, who currently serves 
our country, spoke on the realness of God. 

It was a great take-home message for the 
48 students who attended that night.
   Movie Night was on Nov. 18, and 50 
students watched “Knight’s Faith,” a very 
inspiring movie about a teenage boy who 
was trying to turn his life around and start 
making better decisions.
   On Nov. 23 we loaded up two vans and 
headed North to Bellis Fair Mall for our 
annual “Human Scavenger Hunt.” This is 
where our staff wears disguises to make 
it more difficult for the students to find 
them. The students have an hour and a 
half to get the signatures of all the YD 
staff—and nobody won! Paul Rider had 
one of the best disguises ever, and nobody 
found him. Hilarious!
   Next up on the schedule was the YD 
RAVE on Nov. 30, which will be followed 
by the YD Christmas Party on Dec. 9 and 
Christmas Caroling around town on Dec. 
16. After that we take a break, and we will 
get things going again after the first of the 
year.
   There are currently 73 high school 
students attending YD, and it is a very 
safe, positive, encouraging, and fun 
atmosphere. If you have a son or daughter 
in high school, and you think that they 
might want to be a part of something like 

this, let them know and let us know. You 
can reach us at 360.853.6815.
   We hope you had a Happy Thanks-
giving, and we wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Blessed New Year!

—Kevik and Marta Rensink

Concrete Elementary School recognized its November academic standouts with awards 
of achievement. Front row from left: Cameron Herauf, Shane Maloy, Timothy Howard, Alexis 
Houser, Rylee Baker, Alejandro Sanchez, Jade McAdam, Jasmine Loftine, Gabriella Laferriere. 
Back row from left: Mary Spangler, Madisyn Renzelman, Emily Schmidt, Christian Joens, 
Matthew Hendry-Conrad, Troy Schmidt, Tanner Jones, Kylie Clark, William Baird. Not pictured: 
Tyler Coffell, Tiana Brookshire, Jonathan Akers.

Academic Achievers

Winter Community 
Education classes 
announced
   A variety of Community Education 
classes and events are lined up for 
December and January.
• Dec. 8: Winter Ballet and Dance 

performance, Concrete K-8 School 
gym, 1 p.m.

• Dec. 9: Memo Center Craft class 
from 6 to 8 p.m. in K-8 School 
cafeteria; cost for materials is $10.

• Dec. 16: Candy Making class from 
6 to 8 p.m. at high school, room 
217; purchase ingredients for candy 
recipes.

• Every Tuesday and Thursday from 
Jan. 7 through 30: Word computer 
course for beginners to learn new 
skills. Class will be held in K-8 
School room 303, 6 to 8 p.m.

• Jan: 26: Scrapbook class from 1 to 
5 p.m. at Rockport Fire Hall. Bring 
photos, books, and ideas.

   There is no cost for community 
education classes unless a price is listed 
for materials. For more information, call  
Lisa Fenley at 360.853.8145.

Town seeks student applicants for scholarship fund
   Town of Concrete is accepting applications for the AWC Center for Quality 
Communities Scholarship fund. The scholarship is available through a statewide 
competitive process for students who are actively engaged in their city government 
and/or community and/or city government, and plan to attend a post-secondary school 
in fall 2014.
   To be eligible, students must be graduating from high school or home school, 
or receiving a GED in spring/summer 2014; live in the Concrete School District 
boundaries; plan to continue their education at an accredited, post-secondary 
institution in the 2014–2015 academic year on a half-time or more basis; and been 
involved with a city or town government or with a community/school leadership 
activity.
   Information and application materials can be obtained at www.townofconcrete.com 
or www.cfqc.org. Completed applications are due no later than February 21, 2014. 
Submit completed materials to:

   Town of Concrete
   ATTN: Andrea Fichter
   P.O. Box 39
   Concrete, WA 98237

   The Center for Quality Communities promotes municipal leadership development 
and civic engagement.

GROCERIES / PRODUCE / MEAT
	 •	 Fishing	Tackle	&	Licenses	
	 •	 24-Hour	Ice
	 •	 LOTTO	&	Cash	Machine
	 •	 Western	Union
	 •	 Copies	/	FAX	Service
	 •	 Movie	Rentals
	 •	 Spirits

Take-Out from our Deli!
Hot	Dogs	-	BBQ	Roasted	Chicken	-	Pizza

Monday	thru	Saturday	|	9	AM	-	8	PM
Sunday	|	10	AM	-	6	PM

44546	State	Route	20,	Concrete
360.853.8540 | FAX 360.853.8208

www.redapplemarkets.com

   More  

Than Just 

Great   

        Pizza!
Lasagna  H  Salads  H  Beer

Sandwiches H Homemade Soups

Espresso  H  Baked Goods

360-853-7227

DELivEry  

AvAiLABLE

5-8 p.m.

Tues-Sat 11-9 Sun 2-8

Cascade Middle School 
Honor Roll
   The following 7th and 8th grade students at 
Cascade Middle School received honors for high 
marks for the first quarter of the 2013–14 school 
year. An asterisk denotes a student with a perfect 
4.0 GPA.
Grade 7 Honor Roll
   Savannah M. Acton, Kyndel R. Adams, Oscar D. 
Aguilar-Cerna*, Stephany Ayala-Cerna*, Shelby Bailey, 
Jordan J. Bean, Maya R. Becerra, Paris Y. Becker-
Tidrington, Janessa L. Belisle*, Megan J. Benham*, 
Iza C. Bowen Leblanc, Nana Lilja M. Braaten, Helena 
T. Brase, Andrew Brittain, Hailey N. Brooks, Lane R. 
Browning, Tyler D. Bryson, Cody R. Buchanan, Edgar 
Bueno, Lavrenty F. Burkoff, Samantha R. Busadre, 
Gloria Cantu, Kristen Carlson, Adam P. Cassidy, Catalina 
Chaires, Cassidy R. Chambers, Nicole E. Christensen, 
Kristin M. Cline, Daniel J. Coffman, Aspen M. Cole, Riley 
J. Conn, Estefanie Corado-Ramirez, Ashleigh C. Cork, 
Anthony G. Corona, Autumn R. Davis*, Hollie J. Davis*, 
Katie R. Davis, Taylor N. Deitz, Eli J. DeJong, Jacob M. 
Delbosque, Olivia A. Doorn, Megan L. Dressor, Selene 
D. Dunne*, Rachelle A. Eakin, Jacob C. Eason, Jazzelle 
B. Elias*, Richard S. Ershig, Tyler R. Fenimore, Aidan 
M. Fitzpatrick, Sophia A. Fox, Beau T. Freiberg, Scott C. 
Gahan, Ricky B. Gensburg, Nichole A. Golliver, Justine D. 
Gonzales, Raul Gonzalez, Saul Gonzalez, Tyler D. Goss, 
Joie E. Hackney, Abigail R. Hannan, Erin L. Heath, Luke 
D. Hedberg, Cole D. Helgeson, Justine T. Henderson*, 
Tayler A. Henderson, Erann T. Henry, Laelah L. Himes, 
David A. Hoffman, Brandon A. Holdeman, Jacob D. 
Hollands, William O. Holt III, Erin K. Hudson, Tanner J. 
Huisman, Alexander J. Hulst, Alyssa M. Insonia, Alex S. 
Jack*, Hunter L. Jackson, Rachel I. Jackson*, Jefferson 
D. Jech, Emily F. Jennings*, Patrick J. Jennings, Zoe 
A. Jennison*, Owen B. Johns, Lindsey A. Joyce, Alyssa 

M. Kazmir, Blake M. King, Shelby A. King*, Donavon 
K. Lafleur, Zak Lally, Kyah J. Lamb, Julia B. Layland, 
Sydney C. Light, Leanna Litke, Jasmine L. Lloyd, Reed 
A. Lloyd*, Isabella Loy, Allyanna R. Madera, Kindred 
J. Marden, Tanna Marshall*, Kathryn A. Matthews, 
Nathan P. Maylor, Kelsie B. McCloud*, Averi N. McKay, 
Thomas M. McKenna, Atalissa R. McLemore, Ethan T. 
Mendiola, Emma M. Mesman, Nahaleana M. Metcalf, 
Maren A. Mihelich*, Patrick J. Miksovsky, Lillian M. 
Millison*, Chandler E. Mitcham, Janet Monge, Andrew 
J. Neeld, Emily D. Nelson, Jillian T. Nelson*, Haley R. 
Nersten*, Alaina A. O’Regan, Kavin N. Palmer, Kody J. 
Palmer, Ashlyn N. Peden, Ben Y. Peden, Tammara M. 
Perry, Rochelle L. Peterson, Ryan A. Pierce, Codey W. 
Pittis, Hanna S. Pleasant, Jorge H. Pleitez, Ephanie E. 
Prochaska-Wegley, Tyler D. Roby, Lexi Rodriguez, Llyra 
V. Roe, Annabelle Rose, Lacey A. Rude, Dillon J. Russell, 
Jonathan B. Salazar, Shianna L. Samuelsen, Charlotte 
K. Saric, Sydni M. Saylor, Katheriana T. Schumacher, 
Patrick J. Scudder, Payton L. Simpson*, Hayden M. 
Skiles*, David L. Smith, Taylor P. Smith*, Shaely Spilker, 
Alexya L. Sprague-Johnson, Elizabeth J. Staggs, Eden 
Suchsland, Dayna R. Sumrall*, Eleanor R. Taylor, 
William E. Taylor*, Julianna G. Tenorio-Cuevas, Jake A. 
Thompson, Kylie Thornton*, Adriana N. Timblin, Atziry R. 
Torres, Carter J. Trammell*, Dimar G. Ugalde, Hannah L. 
VanOvermeiren, Sierra R. VanSweden, Holly L. Walrod, 
Delaney E. Warren, Conner L. Washington, Darius C. 
Washington, Emmalee L. Weide, Joshua Wold, Brendan 
A. Woods, Blake A. Wortner, Nicole M. Wright, Sophia 
R. Wright.
Grade 8 Honor Roll
   Drew Adams, Victoria E. Arquitt, Jacquelyne E. Ayala-
Cerna, Zoey Bailey, Bryson J. Bartlett, Daniil V. Baydak, 
Tiana A. Benham, Kerigan E. Bermani, Kyle R. Beuse, 
Miranda A. Bingel, Samantha L. Bliss, Kyra Bowers, Zoie 
L. Breeding, Ryan J. Buchanan, Emily J. Burdick, Ethan 
A. Chu, Matthew L. Clark, Emma R. Claybo*, Gavin 
Cook, Jarod Cooley, Danyelle L. Counley, Samantha M. 

Cox*, Austin Damien, Simon DeJong*, Andrea Delgado, 
Madison N. Denney, Alaina Dowhaniuk*, Tavia M. Dunlap, 
Dawna Fowler, Brianna L. Frye, Maleea E. Gahan, Kiana 
R. Gaines, Riley C. Gamson, Janet D. Garcia, Kristen E. 
Garcia, Trevor J. Giddings, Georgia Gilbert, Erica Gomez, 
Kyla H. Graham, Megan R. Green, Jillian S. Guffie, 
Dakota B. Gummere, Demetria Haigh, Dawson J. Hailey, 
Eileen Hall, Kamira M. Hamilton, Trenton C. Handy, Bryce 
E. Hansen, Illyanna M. Honea, Willem B. Hoogendam, 
Samuel N. Hull, Sarah J. Hull, Emily R. Hurlbutt, Devon 
R. Hutchison, Cade B. Isakson, Amberly M. Jennings, 
Grace L. Johnson, Megan M. Jones, Dymond M. Joyner, 
Jacenta M. Kearney-Elder, Bogdan Khrushch, Madison E. 
Lanuza-Ortiz, Dakota M. Larabee, Hannah Lea*, Brandon 
Lennox, Marshall T. Lowell-Gonzales, Patricia Y. Malang, 
Taylor Y. Manning*, Makella Marshall, Lafe A. Martinson*, 
Madison McCandless, Paityn L. McCutcheon-Delaney, 
Lillian G. Messick, Davis Mihelich*, Alexandria G. Miller, 
Bailey Jo Minne, Myranda R. Mitchell, Haley B. Moore, 
Rachel C. Moore, Adith A. Navarro, Alex Nelson, Brandon 
Nelson, Allison R. Nichols*, Kristina E. Norris, Megan 
E. Olson*, Lily A. Orton, Madeline R. Parks, Derek R. 
Peitersen, Natalya J. Perkins, Dylan C. Peterson*, Payton 
Peterson, Jasmine M. Picken, Logan K. Price, Calista 
E. Quigley, Chantel Randall, Gage W. Rapp, Kacie N. 
Rexroth, Emily R. Richey, Christian Roberson, Madisyn 
L. Roppel, Sonja K. Rusch, Emily M. Rusnak, Stephanie 
R. Salgado, Faith M. Sanford, Kenzi A. Schrader, Haiden 
A. Shannon-Appell, William J. Sims, Brooklynn D. Smith, 
Sienna L. Smith, Lily S. Sneva, Marcus J. Stewart*, 
Sophie Stewart, Heather R. Stratton, Kristi J. Thomas, 
Emma E. Torgeson, Tanner J. Trammell, Shaylee B. Utter, 
Ramilio H. Uzunov, Shilo L. Walters, Peighton J. Walz, 
Heather A. Warner, Michael R. Washington, Ellis Weppler, 
Brianna M. Werner, Malachi A. Werner, Chance S. 
Whipple, Kayla M. Whitney, Kailey E. Willard, Brenna R. 
Wilson, Juliana Wood, Aaron M. Workman Smith, Angel 
C. Wright, Kaitlyn A. Wright, Elvira Zavala Guillen.

Mat Baird exults in victory over a vanquished 
Kellen Russell during a nighttime Capture the 
Flag YD event Nov. 11.

Students of the quarter are (above, from left)
Colton White, Sarah Steenbarger, Misty Carlson, Grayson Luttrell

Each quarter, Concrete High School honors two young men and two young women for 
maintaining academic excellence and demonstrating good citizenship. Senior Colton 
White, senior Sarah Steenbarger, sophomore Misty Carlson, and freshman Grayson 
Luttrell were selected as the top students for the first quarter of the 2013–14 school year. 
Congratulations to these students for showing their Lion pride!

Students of the Quarter
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DECEMBER
7, 8, 14, 15
 Concrete Lions Club Christmas Tree Sale, Theodoratus Field (west of 
 Loggers Landing), 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; see notice, p. 11
7 Clear Lake 21st Annual Art and Craft Fair, Clear Lake Elementary 
 School, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
7 Darrington PTSA Holiday Bazaar, Darrington Elementary gym, 9 a.m. to
 3 p.m.; see notice, p. 25; info at melissaandlarrygreen@gmail.com
7 Skagit River Bald Eagle Interpretive Center opens in Rockport; see 
 article, p. 24
7 Christmas in Sedro-Woolley, numerous events, see notice, p. 17
7 Christmas in Concrete Parade, 6 p.m., Concrete Town Center; see article,
 p. 5
8 Winter Ballet and Dance performance, Concrete K-8 School gym, 1 p.m.
12 Health Insurance Sign-Up, Upper Skagit Library, Concrete, 9 to 10 a.m.,
 10 to 11 a.m., 11 a.m. to noon slots; reserve your spot at 360.856.7384
12 Geoffrey Castle at Concrete Theatre, 7 p.m.; $25 general, $20 senior, $15 
 youth; info at tickets at www.concrete-theatre.com; see notice, p. 6
13 Women’s Christmas Gala, Day Creek Chapel, Day Creek, 6:30 p.m.;
 see notice, p. 19; info at 360.661.5037
14 Holiday Open House, center aisle at Grasmere Village, 44574 SR 20,
 Grasmere, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
14 Breakfast with Mrs. Claus, Coho Cafe at United General Hospital, noon
 to 1:30 p.m.; $5 children 12 and under, $10 for adults; tickets at United
 General front desk, 360.856.7245, or events@unitedgeneral.org; see
 notice, p. 17
14 Project KIDS Gift House, 720 Puget Ave., Ste. B, Sedro-Woolley, noon to
 4 p.m.; see notice, p. 17; info at 360.630.8889
14 Santa Claus visits Birdsview Fire Dept., 8391 Russell Rd., Birdsview,
 1 to 3 p.m.
14 Christmas in Sedro-Woolley, numerous events, see notice, p. 17
14 Christmas in Concrete, various events, see article, p. 5
14 Darrington Community Dance, Mansford Grange, Darrington; potluck at 
 5:30 p.m., dance lessons at 7 p.m., dance at 7:30 p.m.; see notice, p. 25;
 info at 206.402.8646
14 “Concrete’s Got Talent” performance, CHS gym, 7 to 9 p.m.; $3 admis-
 sion; proceeds go to senior class
17 December Dance, Dash, and Dine, CHS cafeteria, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.;
 free for families of K-8 School students; suggested donation of one 
 nonperishable food item; register at 360.856.7388 or brieanna.phillips@
 unitedgeneral.org before Dec. 13; see notice, p. 14
18 Concrete Heritage Museum Christmas Party and Potluck, Concrete 
 Center, 6 p.m.; bring a favorite dish
21 Marblemount poet Andrea Weiser reads from her new collection, Thunder 
 Blossom, and more; Conway Muse, 18444 Spruce St., Conway, 6 p.m.; 
 info at 360.873.2118, 360.391.7224, or awzipster@gmail.com
24 Skagit County offices and departments closed, including Sauk Transfer
 Station and Clear Lake Compactor Site
29 Fundraiser dinner for Becky Voelkel, 45930 Main St., Concrete (old 
 Eagles Bldg.), 4 to 8 p.m.; admission $25; see notice, p. 6

*Community Calendar is updated daily at www.concrete-herald.com/calendar

Community Calendar Community meetings
   Coffee Talk, a casual conversation about 
Concrete’s transformation, meets the third Fri. 
of each month at 8 a.m. at The Washington 
Cafe and Bakery, Concrete Town Center. 
360.853.8213.
   Community Chat, an informal conversation 
about projects in Darrington, meets the second 
Fri. of each month at 8 a.m., at Mountain 
Loop Books and Coffee, 1085 Darrington St., 
Darrington. 360.436.2167
   Concrete American Legion Post and 
Auxiliary meet the second Tue. of each month, 
Sept. through May, at 5:30 p.m. in the American 
Legion Building. 360.853.8940.
   Concrete Chamber of Commerce meets the 
second Thur. of each month at 8 a.m. Meetings 
usually are held at Concrete Center in Concrete. 
360.466.8754 or concretechamber@mac.com.
   Concrete Heritage Museum Board meets 
the third Wed. of each month, at 7 p.m. at the 
museum. Meetings are open to the public. 
360.826.3075 or concreteheritagemuseum@
gmail.com
   Concrete Lions Club meets the first and third 
Wed. of each month, at Annie’s Pizza Station, 
Concrete. Social at 6 p.m.; meeting at 6:30.
   Concrete Resource Coalition meets the 
third Thur. of each month, at 1 p.m., at the 
Concrete School District offices (usually in the 
north room at the eastern end of the building).
   Concrete School Board will hold a work 
session on Dec. 16, at 6 p.m. in the high school 
Commons. The board will hold its regular 
meeting Dec. 19 at 6 p.m. in the high school 
Commons. 360.853.8141.
   Concrete Town Council meets the second 
and fourth Monday of each month at Town 
Hall, 45672 Main St., Concrete, at 7 p.m. 
360.853.8401 or andreaf@concretewa.gov.
   Darrington Area Business Assn (DABA) 
meets the third Wed. of each month, 7 p.m., at 
Cascade Senior Center, 1115 Darrington St., 
Darrington. 360.436.2167.
   Darrington Town Council meets the 
second Wed. of each month at Town Hall, 
1005 Cascade St., at 7 p.m. 360.436.1131 or 
darrcityhall@glacierview.net.
   Forest Park Cemetery District No. 5 meets 
the second Wed. of each month at the cemetery 
office on Compton Lane in Concrete, at 8 a.m. 
360.708.3656.

   Friends of Upper Skagit Library (FOUSL) 
Board meets the third Tuesday of odd-
numbered months at the East County Resource 
Center in Concrete, at 1 pm. Public welcome to 
attend. uslfriends@gmail.com.
   Hamilton Town Council meets the second 
Tue. of each month at Town Hall, 584 Maple St., 
Hamilton, at 7 p.m. 360.826.3027.
   Imagine Concrete meets the third Tue. of 
each month in the Pilots’ Lounge at Mears 
Field in Concrete, at 6 p.m. Open to the public. 
360.853.8213 or goodwords@frontier.com.
   KSVU station info and host training, 
second Wed. of each month at Portable B 
behind Concrete K-8 School, 1 to 4 p.m. Call 
360.416.7001 to confirm appointment.
   Lyman Town Council meets the second Tue. 
of each month at Lyman Town Hall (Minkler 
Mansion), 8405 S. Main St., Lyman, at 7 p.m. 
360.826.3033 or clerk_lyman@msn.com.
   PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) Skagit County Chapter, 
meets the second Monday of each month at The 
Safe Haven Room, Central United Methodist 
Church, 1013 Polte Rd. Sedro-Woolley, from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 360.856.4676, www.pflagskagit.org.
   Saukrates Cafe meets the last Wed. of each 
month at Annie’s Pizza Station in Concrete, 
at 6 p.m. Conversation topics are posted at 
Upper Skagit Library and http://saukratescafe.
wordpress.com.
   Sedro-Woolley High School Alumni 
Association meets the third Wed. of each 
month, at 1 p.m., at the Sedro-Woolley Senior 
Center. 360.424.7243
   Sedro-Woolley Town Council meets the 
second and fourth Wed. of each month, at 7 
p.m., in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 325 
Metcalf St. 360.855.1661.
   Sedro-Woolley School District Board 
regular meeting is Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. at State 
Street High School, 800 State St. 360.855.3500 
or kcargile@swsd.k12.wa.us.
   Upper Skagit Library District (USLD)
Board meets the third Thurs. of each month at 
5 p.m. in the library, located in the Ted Anderson 
building on Main St. in Concrete. Public is 
welcome. 360.853.7939 or info@upperskagit.
lib.wa.us.

Nick VanJaarsveld
Financial Advisor

913 Metcalf Street
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
Bus. 360-855-0239  Fax 866-816-2219
Cell 360-333-4849
nick.vanjaarsveld@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

360-855-1288
1008 Third St. • Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

www.lemleychapel.com    info@lemleychapel.com 

Rick Lemley
Doug Hutter
Tobi Stidman

Eager diners pulled up chairs and enjoyed a progressive Thanksgiving dinner Nov. 24 at 
the Clear Lake Historical Association building. Salad and juice kicked off the evening at the CLHA 
stop, followed by the main course at Community Covenant Church, and dessert at Clear Lake 
Elementary School.

Wearing the Clear Lake Historical 
Association’s new shirts with the Clear 
Lake Lumber Company logo, this trio of 
volunteers is ready to serve green salad.

How about some pie? These lovely ladies served up slices of mouthwatering dessert at Clear 
Lake Elementary.

Scenes from a progressive 
Thanksgiving Dinner in 
Clear Lake
Photos by Shelley Van Pelt

Clear Lake Historical Association Historian 
Deanna Ammons is the hostess with the 

mostess.

Our area businesses bring you
Concrete Herald each month.

Please suppor t them!
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Sedro-Woolley

Orpha Wade (left) and Mary Armstrong check out the recently decorated museum at Country 
Meadow Village. Wade’s Santa can be seen in the mirror to the left of the tree. Wade and 
Armstrong are charter members of the Clear Lake Historical Association. Submitted photo.

Briefly ...
   Loggerodeo has moved! Sedro-
Woolley’s oldest event now resides 
in the Metcalf Commons Bldg., 817 
Metcalf St., Ste. 203. Mailing address 
is unchanged: P.O. Box 712, Sedro-
Woolley. Next year’s event is scheduled 
for July 3–6. For more information, call 
360.770.8452.
   The Sedro-Woolley branch of Edward 
Jones is a collection point for this year’s 
Toys for Tots campaign, as well as for 
the Helping Hands Food Bank. They’ll 
be collecting till Dec. 15. The office 
is located at 913 Metcalf St. in Sedro-
Woolley.
   Children of all ages are invited to 
have Lunch with Mrs. Claus on Sat., 
Dec. 14, from noon to 1:30 p.m., in the 
Coho Cafe at United General Hospital. 
Kids can get their picture taken with the 
lovely first lady and leave their letters 

to Santa with her for delivery to the big 
man himself. Tickets are $5 for children 
12 and under, and $10 for adults. Tickets 
are available at the United General 
front desk, by calling 360.856.7245, or 
e-mailing events@unitedgeneral.org.
   Project KIDS Gift House will be held 
Sat., Dec. 14, from noon to 4 p.m. at 720 
Puget Ave., Ste. B, in Sedro-Woolley. 
Children ages 3 to 10 are to bring no 
more than $10 to purchase gifts for their 
families. Activities, refreshments, and 
free photos with Santa are planned. For 
more information, call 360.630.8889.
   Holy Clothes will distribute free 
clothing to anyone who needs them on 
Sat., Dec. 21, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at The River Gathering Church at 720 
Puget Ave., Ste. B in Sedro-Woolley. 
Clothing donations are appreciated; 
currently, men’s and children’s clothes 
are needed.

—J. K. M.

Our area businesses adver tise in these pages
to bring you Concrete Herald each month.  Please suppor t them!725 Murdock St. | 360.855.2390

www.sedrowoolleymuseum.org

Photo by Lisa Corp

Holiday Home Tour
Dec. 14

Sedro-Woolley City Council Ward 2 candidate Germaine Kornegay (second from right) 
celebrated an early lead against opponent Dorothy (Elizabeth) Fernando Nov. 5 at the Elections 
Office in Mount Vernon. With Kornegay are, from left, daughter Jasmine Zell, friend Nancy 
Swalling, and friend Lynn Lambert. Kornegay eventually won election to the council seat with 69 
percent of the vote.

Sedro-Woolley Council-At-Large candidate Brett Sandström and Darcy Resetar, his wife, 
were on hand Nov. 5 to view the early ballot count at the Elections Office in Mount Vernon. 
Sandström trailed his opponent, Charles Owen, that night, but the tight race found Sandström on 
top with 53 percent of the vote when the final certification came Nov. 26.

   On Nov. 26 the Skagit County Elections 
Dept. certified the last of 35,847 ballots 
cast in the county.
   In Sedro-Woolley the final numbers 
mean some new faces will fill city council 
seats effective Jan. 1, 2014.

Council-At-Large
   Incumbent Council-At-Large member 
Brett Sandström at first trailed his 
challenger Charles Owen with 47 percent 
of the vote compared to Owen’s 52 
percent in early returns. Sandström had 
captured 43 percent of the votes in the 
August primary election, with Owen 
barely ahead at 45 percent.
   As more ballots were counted in the 
following days, however, Sandström 
closed the gap and overtook Owen, 
winning with 53 percent of the vote.

Ward 2
   City Council Ward 2 candidate 
Germaine Kornegay maintained an early 
lead against opponent Dorothy (Elizabeth) 
Fernando, closing the race with 69 percent 
of the vote. Kornegay and Fernando had 
emerged from the August primary with 
Kornegay in the lead, holding 66 percent 
of the vote.

   Kornegay will replace current Ward 2 
Councilmember Tony Splane, who did not 
run for re-election.

Ward 3
   A similar percentage spread occurred in 
the race for the Ward 3 seat, with Brenda 
Kinzer challenging incumbent Thomas 
Storrs. Early returns on Nov. 5 showed 
Kinzer with 70 percent of the vote, which 
widened to 71 percent when all ballots 
had been counted.

Ward 6
   One of the council seats will see no 
change next year. Challenged by Thomas 
Swett, incumbent Rick Lemley held his 
position with a comfortable 77 percent 
lead in early returns. He lost only a little 
ground during the coming days, ending 
with 76 percent and the win.

State measures
   A series of initiatives and advisory votes 
up for consideration ran neck and neck in 
several cases.
• Initiative 517, the so-called “initiative 

for initiatives,” sought to make 
changes to initiative and referendum 
measures and failed with 63 percent 
of the vote.

• Initiative 522, which aimed to require 
labeling of genetically engineered 
foods, narrowly failed with 51 percent 
of the vote.

• Advisory Vote No. 3, which 
concerned a leasehold excise tax 
credit for taxpayers who lease 
publicly owned property, was 
repealed with 52 percent of the vote.

• Advisory Vote No. 6, which 
concerned a retail sales tax 
exemption for certain telephone and 
telecommunications services, was 
repealed with 56 percent of the vote.

—J. K. M.

Two new faces 
on S-W council

Election 2013

   When Country Meadow Village resident 
Orpha Wade lived in Clear Lake, she and 
her family displayed a brightly lit Santa 
Claus every Christmas season starting in 
1960 on the porch of the family home. 
Every night without fail, after the lights 
were turned off, someone from the Wade 
household would always bring in Santa 
from the cold, inclement weather.
   All of that special care has paid off, 
because Orpha’s pristine Santa along with 
a treasure trove of Christmas decorations  
from the archives of the Clear Lake 
Historical Association have found a 
home at the satellite branch of the Sedro-
Woolley Museum housed at Country 
Meadow Village this Christmas season.
   Clear Lake Association Historian 
Deanna Ammons and Sedro-Woolley 
Museum Executive Director Carolyn 
Freeman thought that December would 
be a great time for the two groups to 
collaborate, using the satellite museum as 
a starting point.
   It makes even more sense considering 
four former Clear Lake community 
members now live at Country Meadow 
Village. Two of them, Mary (McGuire) 

Armstrong, and Orpha (Case) Wade are 
charter members of the Clear Lake group 
that got its start in 1987. The other two 
residents are Bob Benham and Betty 
(Cargill) Bates.
   “These ornaments bring back so many 
memories of our time in Clear Lake,” said 
Wade as she checked out the decorated 
museum. “I am so glad they did this for 
us.”
   The satellite branch of the Sedro-
Woolley Museum was established and 
approved by the Museum Board of 
Directors in September 2010. The grand 
opening, scheduled for February 2011, 
was postponed after a snow storm dumped 
17 inches of snow the day before the 
event. More than 75 people including 
five chambers of commerce executive 
directors attended the March 16, 2011, 
dedication. Each year, an anniversary 
party is held in February, where a new 
theme is introduced for the year.
   The museum satellite branch is open 
seven days a week from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
and is located at Country Meadow Village, 
1501 Collins Road, Sedro-Woolley.

—David Bricka

   Throughout December there will be 
plenty of activities and sales in Sedro-
Woolley. Businesses and homeowners are 
encouraged to participate in decorating 
their homes, stores, and buildings in 
festive finery. Winners will receive 
plaques for display in their windows or 
yards. Homeowners can register in person 
or by phone with the Chamber office.

Dec. 7
   Shoppers can enjoy the early part of the 
day at the local stores and at a holiday 
Farmers’ Market at Sedro-Woolley 
Community Fellowship.
   Outdoor fun begins at 3 p.m. as 
rides with Lang’s Ponies, Cramer 
Classic Horse-Drawn Trolley, and 
K.I.D.S. Railroad are offered free to the 
community. The Sedro-Woolley Boys 
& Girls Clubs will offer crafts, and face 
painting will be available at Sedro-
Woolley Community Fellowship.
   The Cascade Middle School Orchestra 
will play in the gazebo as the Middle 
School Choir carols the town. A costume 
and/or sweater contest will be judged 
between 4 p.m. and 4:30 p.m., with the 
emphasis on costumes that epitomize the 
theme based on the classic Seuss tale of 
the Grinch. But just as there can only be 
one Santa, there can only be one Grinch, 
so please do not come dressed up as either 
of those characters.
   Before the parade begins at 5 p.m., the 
Cascade Middle School Choir will circle 
the tree and honor us with some famous 
carols.

   The lucky child who wins the drawing 
(enter at local businesses) will then throw 
the switch, lighting up the Christmas tree 
in the center of town. The parade begins 
immediately after the tree is lit.
   Parade participants should check in at 
the Lemley Chapel parking area. “Best 
use of lights” is the primary consideration 
for winning prizes in the parade. Whether 
driving, riding, or walking you need to 
be seen and must be lit up as well. The 
lighted vehicle that best utilizes the theme 
will win a special award. Children may 
visit with Santa at the Eagles building 
following the parade.

Dec. 14
   The second weekend in December 
begins with a full day of holiday activities 
in Sedro-Woolley, beginning with the 
Beta Sigma Phi Breakfast with Santa at 
the Sedro-Woolley Community Center, 
where children eat for free and see Santa 
too, while listening to the Cascade Middle 
School Choir.
   At noon there will be an opportunity to 
visit with Mrs. Claus for lunch at United 
General Hospital.
   The Sedro-Woolley Museum Historic 
Holiday Home Tour will begin with an 
open house at the museum at 4 p.m. A 
horse-drawn carriage will be available 
to ride to the featured homes, which will 
open at 5 p.m.
   For more information or to volunteer, 
call the Sedro-Woolley Chamber of 
Commerce at 360.855.1841.

—Pola Kelley

Magic of Christmas comes to S-W

Family heirloom, antique decorations brighten 
Sedro-Woolley Museum satellite branch
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Day Creek
Community notes
   Women’s Christmas Gala, “An 
Ornament for Christ,” will be held Fri., 
Dec. 13, at 6:30 p.m., at Day Creek 
Chapel. Pregnancy Choices will provide 
the special speaker. On the food front, 
ham will be provided; please bring a 
potluck side dish or dessert. Cost is 
$10. Please bring one wrapped new or 
gently used accessory for an “accessory 
exchange.” For more information, call 
360.661.5037.
   There is a community Angel tree in 
the foyer of the Day Creek Chapel. The 
tree is decorated with names of children 
who need a Christmas surprise. Stop 
by and choose a name or two. For more 
information, call 360.826.5322.
   The Dec. 17 Community Potluck dinner 
(see info box, this page) will be combined 
with a hay ride and caroling. Come 
dressed in layers and plan on about an 
hour of singing and fellowship after the 
potluck, weather permitting.
   A Christmas Eve service is planned 
for Dec. 24 at 6:30 p.m., at Day Creek 
Chapel. For more information, call 
360.526.5322.
   Day Creek Chapel has a new paint 
job, a combined effort of the Day Creek 
community residents, who contributed 
labor and donations.
   The metal scrap drive kicked off 
the fundraising effort in July and is 
continuing; donations are still being 
accepted too. Look for a container 
from Skagit Steel parked on the Chapel 
grounds. Gather up scrap to drop off 
or call Pastor Travis for pick-up at 
360.661.4533. The plan is to fill another 
container and reach $20,000 to fund the 
next project: the roof.
   To make a monetary donation, mail cash 
or check to:
   Day Creek Chapel 
   31438 S. Skagit Hwy.
   Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

   Relationship Encounter: “Our Secret 
Paradise,” featuring Jimmy Evans of 
MarriageToday, is planned for February. 
For date and time, call 360.826.3581. 
Childcare will be provided.
   At the Women Hand in Hand November 
event, Kathy Troccoli was fabulous. 
Many women were challenged, 
encouraged and inspired.
   Women Hand in Hand was responsible 
again this year for a beautiful creation 
in the Festival of Trees event. The tree’s 
design was named “The Nativity” and 
was voted by the designers as the most 
traditional theme. The tree decorating 
group included Janet Fowler, Sue Walden, 
Jessica Harris, Tara Harris, Tara Day, 
Gloria Schiszick, Maureen Royal, and 
Chairwoman Kathy Henderson.
   Women Hand in Hand presents 
LeAnn Hart as our next women’s 
conference special guest, slated for April 
25–26, 2014. A country western singer 
sharing a message of hope for women 
dealing with life’s difficulties, LeAnn 
is vivacious, endearing, and full of 
encouragement.
   She lists her priorities as family—God 
first, then her husband and children.  
LeAnn; her husband, retired pro-bull 
rider J. W. Hart; and their two kiddos are 
ranchers in Oklahoma. She has sung at 
church events, as well as the PBR where 
she performed the National Anthem. More 
information will be posted soon on our 
Women Hand in Hand Facebook page.
   Any women’s ministry group that wants 
to be involved with Women Hand in 
Hand is encouraged to contact any one of 
the following:
   Sylvia Miles  360.826.3696
   Sharon Herring  360.661.5037
   Bonnie Lintz  360.856.1385
   Sue Walden  360.826.3944
   Kathy Henderson 360.826.3581
   Donna Pulver and Kathy Henderson, 
co-directors of Kingdom Builders, are 
back on the road. Along with traveling the 
roads of Day Creek, meeting community 
members, and gathering information, 
they will be available to the community 
for hospital visits and crisis calls. Call 
when you are in need: 360.826.3003, 
360.826.3581, or 360.826.3822.
   The Day Creek Walkie Talkies are 
up and at ’em. Every day around 7 a.m., 
there is a group walking the streets of 

2013 Community
Potluck dates

December 17, 6:30 p.m.

Council summary
   The Lyman Town Council held its 
regular monthly meeting and a budget 
workshop on Nov. 12, preceded by two 
public hearings. Following is a summary 
of those meetings. Complete minutes for 
every council meeting are posted in the 
hall by the front door of Lyman Town 
Hall.

Nov. 12 Public Hearing: Water use 
efficiency goals and water system plan 
update
• Cas Hancock reported that the Town 

of Lyman’s last water use efficiency 
goal was to reduce the distribution 
system leakage by 10 percent and 
average consumption by 1 percent. 
The goal of reducing the consumption 
by 1 percent was achieved. The other 
goal, although not completely met, 
has shown progress. 
   The new goal will be to reduce 
system leakage to 10 percent by 2019, 
and 1 percent per customer per year.

• Water System Plan Update: Hancock 
reported that the Cross Connection 
Survey is going out in the December 
water bill, to be returned in January 
2014. A notice will be in the 
December newsletter. 
   Stacy Clear from Gray & Osborne 
stated that the plan maps out the 
whole town. There is a hydraulic 

analysis, and maps of all the hydrants 
in town. One of the important 
aspects of the plan is the Capital 
Improvements element and budget.  
Mark Kitchen stated he feels the plan 
is a good one that will serve the town 
for the next six years. Hancock agrees 
that the plan will serve the town until 
2019, which is when the next update 
will be due.

Nov. 12 Public Hearing: Property tax 
levy
• Mayor Heinzman stated the purpose 

of the meeting is for public comment 
regarding the property tax levy 
increase of 1 percent. The town must 
decide if it will take the maximum 
increase allowed by law of 1 percent.

• Shannon Lee asked if this is a new 
tax levy or if it is a replacement of 
an expiring levy. The council makes 
the decision to increase the tax or 
not every year. The amount of the 
increase for the general budget for the 
town of Lyman is $352.30. 
   Lee asked if that is per house. 
The amount of $352.30 includes all 
property in town. The total property 
tax collected for the town of Lyman 
per year is $35,229.00. 
   Lee asked if this means that each 
owner’s taxes will go up. The town of 
Lyman will get the 1 percent increase 
if they decide to take it, but any other 

increase of their taxes would be by 
the county or other entities that levy 
taxes.

Nov. 12 Budget Work Session
• The clerk presented the proposed 

2014 operating budget and budget 
requests to council. Discussion on 
each budget request followed.

Nov. 12 Regular Council meeting
• The engineering portion of the cook 

shack plans is complete. Council 
voted to approve the plan and move 
forward with the project.

• Mark Kitchen reported the monthly 
water loss is at 29 percent.

• The clerk read a letter from Rick 
McCown regarding his property at 
31561 E. 3rd St. A response letter is 
being drafted for council approval.

• Council approved Ordinance 238, 
a property tax increasing the actual 
levy amount from the previous year 
by 1 percent.

• Hancock reported the Water 
System Plan was presented in June. 
The original date it was due was 
November 2012, postponed till March  
2013, and now again. Councilmember 
Hills stated that there was no deadline 
given by Dept. of Health to have the 
corrections returned to them, and said 
that one more month to make sure 
it is done properly is not out of line. 
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Save
a tree!

Heart to Heart Charity’s KIDS Club 
will meet on Wed., Dec. 4, and Wed., 
Dec. 18, from 4 to 5 p.m. at the old 
Lyman Town Hall behind the Fire Dept. 
   We’ll make salt dough ornaments and 
crafts, and on Dec. 18, Santa will stop 
by for a visit! Bring your camera or 
phone to snap a photo with Santa.
   KIDS Club is free for kids 4 and 
older; parents should accompany kids 
under 4.
   For more information, contact 
Tammie Werner at hearttoheartcharity@
gmail.com.

Day Creek. When you see them, wave or 
honk—or better yet, join them. For more 
information, call 360.826.3175.
   Day Creek Book Club meets at Cedar 
Springs Lodge on Barben Rd. For more 
information, call 360.661.0247.

Gin’s world of decorating
   My season is here. I spend all year  
planning this and now I can do it!
One of the first things I like to do is decide 
what part of my Christmas decorations 
I want to use and where am I going to 
decorate?
• Make it different every year.  I rotate 

my Christmas decor.
• Pick a theme for the year. Last year 

everything in my house was “cream 
and white.” Before that, it was 
“shabby chic.” This year I am going 
back to a “fun and playful” Christmas 
decor.

• Gather greens outside or go trim a 
tree. Place the greens on a tray and 

add a few Christmas tins. Sprinkle 
some small ornaments and frosted 
floral marbles around on top of the 
greens. I will do the same thing on 
my dining room table, but on a larger 
scale—maybe even add a few battery-
operated candles.

   Merry Christmas and happy decorating!

Garden dirt
• Clip off spent flowers and seed pods. 

Don’t worry if you miss any; the 
birds will love them.

• Dispose of diseased plants or foliage 
in the garbage, not your compost bin.

• Clean all your tools. Discard all 
unused pots; clean the ones you use.

   We are looking for ideas for the 
community—fun events and fundraisers 
to support the fire hall and get to know the 
neighbors. If you have an idea, call Donna 
Pulver 360.826.3003 or Kathy Henderson 
at 360.826.3581.

—Kathy Henderson

   That little coffee kiosk on Hwy. 20 in 
Lyman has a new name and a new owner.
   Formerly Camo Coffee, The Beanery 
reopened Dec. 1 under new owner Sue 
Watts, who lives in Birdsview.
   Watts, who’s been a pharmacy 

At a glance:
The Beanery

Where:  31411 SR 20, Lyman
Hours:  Mon. – Fri., 5 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Sat. – Sun., 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Phone:  360.826.5566

Open for business:
The Beanery

technician at East Valley Medical Center 
for 13 years, says she’ll continue to work 
that job on an on-call basis while getting 
involved with her new business venture.
   “It’s something I’ve always wanted to 
do. I love coffee, so this was just perfect,” 
says Watts.
   Look for new coffee brands at The 
Beanery. Birdsview’s own Cement City 
Coffee is Watts’ choice for drip coffee; 
she has yet to decide what espresso brand 
she’ll offer, staying with Mocha Joe for 
now. She’ll have homemade baked goods 
for sale too.
   The Beanery will be open for business 
Monday through Friday from 5 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday from 6 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
   “This really is my thing,” says Watts. “I 
think I’ll have a lot of fun.” Sue Watts of Birdsview now owns and operates The Beanery, that cute little coffee kiosk 

located at 31411 SR 20 in Lyman. Stop by and check out the new tastes. Submitted photo.

Clear (Gray & Osborne) said that the 
changes that need to be done in the 
Emergency Response Plan can be 
done at anytime.

• Mayor Heinzman asked Kitchen if the 
caulking was done to the town hall. 
Kitchen said he was not comfortable 
using the ladder he has; Mayor 
Heinzman will call Andy Hawkings 
to see if he has a sturdy ladder that 
the town can use.

• Ryein Kitchen asked if there was a 
possibility of getting blue reflectors to 
show where each fire hydrant was.

• Kitchen will find out if the solar-
powered speed sign is available, 
so that it can be put back in place 
to show drivers how fast they’re 
traveling into and out of town.



www.concrete-herald.com December 2013  •  Concrete Herald  •  21www.concrete-herald.com

November in pictures
20  •  Concrete Herald  •  December 2013

Above: Aero Skagit took delivery of a new ambulance Nov. 18, replacing its oldest unit. The new ambulance will price out at $183,000 after 
the radio and signage is installed. Aero Skagit replaces its oldest ambulance every six years; the new ambulance was paid for with taxpayer 
dollars through the EMS levy, which voters approved last year. Standing with the new ambulance, from left, Joe Frank, EMT and Fire Dist. 10 
commissioner; Sonny Taylor, EMT; Judy Coffell, Aero Skagit business coordinator; Rod Coffell, Fire Dist. 10 chief; and Jim Young, salesman with 
Braun Northwest, which sold the unit.

Above: J. R. Janda, 7, from Sauk City won 
one heckuva teddy bear and other toys from 
Cascade Supply in Concrete during the 
hardware store’s Halloween giveaway.
Photo by Carol Rohan.

www.skagitregionalhealth.orgPlease call 360-814-2424 for more information.

Scenes from the Nov. 12
Veterans Day Parade in Concrete

Above: From left, Gladys Silrus, Adrienne 
Smith, and Maureen Ford pause while 
stringing lights on a building facade in 
Concrete Town Center during a decorating 
spree of the business district Nov. 24. The trio 
was just part of more than a dozen business 
owners and volunteers who turned out to pretty 
up the Town Center in preparation for the 
Christmas celebration on Dec. 7.

Above: Katie Philbrick maneuvers a tangle of lights in a street tree 
lining Main St. while decorating Concrete Town Center Nov. 24.

Above: Assistant Public Works Dir. Rich Philips (standing) guides Public 
Works employee Jimmy Luttrell (in backhoe) while placing the traditional 
Christmas tree in Concrete Town Center Nov. 20.



Hamilton
22  •  Concrete Herald  •  December 2013 www.concrete-herald.com December 2013  •  Concrete Herald  •  23www.concrete-herald.com

Council summary
   The Hamilton Town Council held a 
regular meeting Oct. 8. Following is a 
summary of that meeting.

• Marijuana moratorium: Mayor 
Cromley stated the options were to 
extend the moratorium for another 
six months; rules could be put into 
place governing the production, 
processing, and retail of marijuana 
within the town’s boundary, or release 
the moratorium and not put rules into 
place. She explained each option has 
consequences. If the town extends the 
moratorium too many times, it may 
be considered in violation of state 
rules. If the town puts rules into place 
and they are not in agreement with 
the state rules, the town may have 
to rescind the rules. Mayor Cromley 
asked if anyone had any comments. 
Councilmember Moore made the 
only comment to continue with the 

moratorium until the state finalizes its 
rules.

• Mayor Cromley explained the 
Property Tax Levy was last raised in 
2011 and that the Town could raise it 
1 percent every year. Mayor Cromley 
stated it was audience members’ 
chance to state their opinions. Moore 
commented to the public that the 
council does not like to raise taxes 
and tries to apply for grants and other 
funding. He explained that if there 
was an increase in taxes he would ask 
that they please understand.

• Preliminary 2014 Budget: The 
council received a preliminary budget 
to review. Moore stated he felt the fire 
department and streets are the town’s 
priority. Mayor Cromley explained 
that most of the town’s revenues are 
from property taxes and its portion 
of the sales tax. The town’s portion 
of sales tax has increased because of 
Janicki Industries’ purchases for its 
building in Hamilton. Mayor Cromley 
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stated the town continues to watch for 
any grants that may be available.

• Mayor Cromley explained that the 
Capital Improvement Plan, which 
focuses on things to do in the 
future—a six-year plan and a 20-
year plan. She presented a rough 
draft from 2010 that included the 
urban growth area. Having a current 
Capital Improvement Plan will help 
in receiving grants. Mayor Cromley 
included on the new plan items from 
her wish list board. Councilmember 
Benjamin requested street striping 
be included. Rene Adams suggested 
new children’s equipment for the 
park. Randy Good asked about snow 
removal—if Tom Selin, maintenance, 
had enough equipment for proper 
snow removal. Another clean-up 
day was suggested. The problem of 
dumping by the well was discussed. 
Mayor Cromley asked the council to 
review the list and prioritize its items.

• The Interlocal Cooperation 

Agreement for a Countywide Public 
Safety Communications Center 
was discussed. Moore asked what 
this would cost. It was agreed that 
additional information regarding 
cost would be presented at the next 
council meeting on Nov. 12, and the 
item was tabled until then to verify 
expenses.

• East Detachment SCSO Sgt. Chris 
Kading introduced himself. He was 
given copies of the Town of Hamilton 
ordinances to assist him and the 
deputies when patrolling Hamilton, 
concerning dogs running loose, 
dangerous dogs, and noise.

• Water Department: Tom Selin 
reported there was a 20 percent loss 
of water this month; he is looking for 
a large leak.

• Street Department: Selin reported he 
is working on the snow plow to have 
it ready.

• Mayor Cromley reported on several 
scheduled meetings.

AreA Food BAnks
Clear Lake
Community Covenant Food Bank
Next to church at 12605 Hwy 9, Clear Lake
For a referral, call Love Inc. at 360.419.7061 
between 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

Concrete
Concrete Food Bank
112 E. Main St., Concrete
Second, third, and fourth Thur. each month,
Noon–3 p.m.
360.853.8505

Darrington
Darrington Food Bank
First Baptist Church
1205 Emmens St., Darrington
First and third week each month:
Wed. and Thur., 10–noon and 1–2 p.m.
360.436.9603

Hamilton
Hamilton Community Food Bank
951 Petit St., Hamilton
Every Tue., 11–noon and 1–3 p.m.

360.826.4090

Lyman
Shepherd’s Heart Food Bank
8334 S. Main St., Lyman
Every Thur. 10:30 a.m.– 1 p.m.
Self-help classes after food bank closes; call 
for subjects: 360.853.3765

Marblemount
Bread of Life Food Bank
59850 State Route 20, Marblemount
First and third Wed. each month
11 a.m.– 5 p.m.
360.873.2504

Sedro-Woolley
Helping Hands Food Bank
601 Cook Rd., Sedro-Woolley
Wed., 10–11:45 a.m. and 12:30–4 p.m.
Commodities distributed first Wed. each month
360.856.2211

*Changes? Call 360.853.8213.

Unlikely artists
When they’re not on the clock, Concrete Public 
Works Dir. Alan Wilkins and groundskeeper Dale 
Angell get creative.

Concrete Public Works Director Alan Wilkins works on a smaller stained glass piece in his 
basement workshop at home. One of his post-retirement plans will be building a larger studio in 
his garage.

Concrete groundskeeper Dale Angell puts the finishing touches on one of his drawings. Angell 
said he’s done more than 200 pieces, with 38 of them views of lookouts in the North Cascades.

   Let’s be honest: When asked to imagine 
an artist, most people’s thoughts don’t 
immediately jump to their friendly 
neighborhood public works employee.
   But that’s exactly the situation in 
Concrete, where not one but two staffers 
spend their days maintaining and 
operating the town’s infrastructure and 
landscapes, and their nights creating 
beautiful works of art that some Concrete 
Herald readers have hanging in their 
homes.

“I’ve always loved stained glass”
   Public Works Director Alan Wilkins 
has been working with stained glass in 
his basement studio since 2001. It’s a 
total man cave down there, where he sits 
calmly, with an exhaust fan humming 
quietly near  his hands. His pieces are 
mostly geometric designs, although he 
created a clear heart with a red rose in the 
center at one point. He’s made Tiffany-
style lampshades and performed repair 
and replacement work too.
   “A neighbor brought a 3-D chicken to 
me once that had been dropped on its 
head. It was an expensive piece. It had 
a broken comb, face, and neck. I took it 
apart, made new pieces, and put it back 
together,” said Wilkins.
   For now, stained glass is largely a labor 
of love for Wilkins. He’s made more than 
70 pieces since he started, but has sold 
only a handful of them. The rest he’s 
given to charities for raffles, as gifts for 
wedding anniversaries, and similar events.
   That might change to some degree when 
he retires, said Wilkins, who is 59. He 
plans to build a 10 x 18-foot studio in his  
garage at that point, and spend more time 
developing pieces. “I might try to make a 
little more money then, maybe do a little 
teaching,” he said.
   A self-taught artist, Wilkins starts every 
project with a pattern—either existing or 
one he’s created. He places the glass on 
the pattern, marks out the lines, then cuts 
and grinds more pieces to fit. He buys all 
his glass on the Internet, and keeps an eye 
out for work that can influence his own 
designs. “I take photos, pay attention to 

what others are doing. I bring what they’re 
doing into my work,” he said.
   Wilkins’ creations have never been 
displayed in a gallery, but that time may 
come for him as he ramps up his post-
retirement efforts. It’s clear, however, 
that a gallery showing is low on his list of 
priorities. He’s in it for love of the work.
   “I’ve always loved stained glass,” he 
said. “It’s expensive to buy, so I started 
making it. Now I can make whatever I 
want—whatever style, whatever look.”

A spiritual experience
   Using only two lead pencils, Concrete 
groundskeeper Dale Angell has been 
drawing picture-perfect representations 
of a variety of subjects since about 1990. 
His pieces are perhaps a little more visible 
than Wilkins’; you’ve likely seen them 
around town, at Annie’s Pizza Station or 
The Washington Café and Bakery. During 
Cascade Days this year, he sold six of his 
sketches to the Cascade Days Committee, 
with the intention that they’d sell them as 
a fundraiser. It didn’t take long; a single 
buyer nabbed all of them before the two-
day event had wrapped.
   Angell, 56, draws airplanes, 
architectural renderings, military vehicles, 
cars and passenger trucks, logging 
trucks, and more. But his true love is fire 
lookouts. He’s drawn all of the lookouts 
north of Mt. Rainier, on the east and west 
side of the Cascades. That’s 38 lookouts.
   “There used to be hundreds of them; 
there’s just a sprinkling now,” he said 
with a hint of sadness. “But it makes for 
a pretty fine day, to do a nice hike, snap 
photos, and then draw it later.”
   Angell got his sketches into a Sedro-
Woolley gallery for about a year—six 
original drawings of lookouts—but the 
gallery life is obviously not his primary 
objective. It’s more personal than that.
   “It’s really relaxing,” he said. “A lot of 
times I can draw and think of something 
totally different. There have been times 
when it can be a very spiritual experience. 
You’re drawing and you’re thinking on 
spiritual matters. There’s no pressure to it. 
   “When I first started in earnest, in 1990 

or 1991, it was right after a divorce. 
Maybe it was an escape. You forget about 
the harder things in life when you draw. 
It’s not an escape anymore; it’s just an 
enjoyable thing now.”
   Angell told of a portrait he once drew of 
a dying man—a gift for the man’s wife. 
“That’s satisfying to be able to do that, 
and maybe it helps with their healing 
process,” he said.
   Like most artists, Angell is often at the 
whim of his muse. “Sometimes I’ll go 

through long periods where I won’t draw 
anything. Then I’ll go through a period 
where I’ll draw one right after another. 
There have been times when I’ll do three 
in one day. Then I’ll do one in one year. 
It’s kind of strange.”
   As for influences, he marches to the beat 
of his own drum, for the most part.
   “When I see others’ artwork, I look, but 
I don’t really follow anybody. I just kind 
of do my own thing,” he said.

—J. K. M.
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Darrington
Pioneering Today
Cream cheese jam rolls
By Melissa K. Norris

   I used to spend hours trying to stretch my 
budget to include a thoughtful and well-
appreciated gift for family members, friends, 
neighbors, and co-workers. It seemed no 
matter how early I started or what bargains 
I found, I was a stressed-out mess by 
Christmas Day and my pocketbook took 
months to recover from the hit.
   When my son was a few years old, I 
decided that something had to change. We 
couldn’t keep up the pace.
   That year we made some major changes 
to the way we celebrated Christmas. First 
off, we decided not to buy gifts except for 
immediate family. Only children younger 
than 18 and still in school would receive 
store-bought gifts.
   While I don’t buy gifts for our neighbors, 
I do still like to deliver gifts of home-baked 
goodies. I often make a double batch of 
chocolate cinnamon rolls to deliver the day 
before Christmas Eve. But this year I came 
up with a new recipe.
   After spending most of the summer and 
fall stocking my pantry with home-canned 
jams and jellies, I wanted a recipe that 
used them beyond sandwiches, breads, and 
biscuits. I have a fondness for cream cheese 
and soft, melt-in-your-mouth dough, so I 
decided to combine those in cinnamon roll 
form. These can be made the night before, 
set in the fridge, and then baked fresh in 
the morning. Perfect for a Christmas Day 
breakfast treat.

Jam Cream Rolls
• 1/2 cup warm water (120 degrees or 

lukewarm on your wrist)
• 1/2 cup warm milk
• 1 package yeast or 2-1/4 teaspoons 

(store your yeast in the fridge for best 
results)

• 1 egg
• 1/2 cup soft butter
• 1/2 cup sugar
• 1 teaspoon salt

• 3-3/4 cups flour

Filling
• 2/3 cup jam
• 8 oz. cream cheese
• 3 tablespoons powdered sugar

Frosting
• 4 tablespoons melted butter
• 1-1/2 cups powdered sugar
• 1 teaspoon vanilla
• 3 tablespoons milk

   Pour warm water and milk over yeast in a 
glass, plastic, or wooden bowl. (Never use 
metal for bread. It doesn’t hold the heat and 
will kill your yeast.)
   Let sit for 8 to 10 minutes until foamy. 
Add egg, butter, and sugar. Stir in salt and 
flour. Knead for 6 to 8 minutes on a lightly 
floured surface. Dough should feel smooth, 
not sticky. If it’s sticky, keep adding small 
amounts of flour until smooth.
   Cover dough with a tea towel (traps 
warmth and helps dough to rise) and allow 
to rise for an hour in a draft-free spot. I 
always put mine on the top of the fridge, or 
the oven with just the oven light on works 
too.
   After dough has risen, roll it out on a 
lightly floured surface into a rectangle 
approximately 18 x 14 inches.
   Cream the sugar, softened cream cheese, 
and jam together. Spread over rolled out 
dough. Tightly roll up dough, just like 
a cinnamon roll. If some of the filling 
squeezes out, just scrape it out and drop it in 
the bottom of the pan.
   With a sharp knife, cut rolls and place in 
a large pan. You can also use dental floss or 
thread to cut the rolls. Put the thread under 
the roll, bring both ends around and to the 
top, cross over, and pull taut, slicing through 
the roll. Allow to rise for another hour.
   Bake at 375 degrees for 15 to 20 minutes. 
Take out and let cool.
   Mix frosting ingredients and spread over 
warm jam rolls.

Melissa K. Norris is a Christian fiction 
novelist who lives in Rockport. Find her 
online at www.melissaknorris.com.

Hall of Fame welcomes new inductees
By Marla Skaglund

   The third annual Athletic Hall of Fame 
Awards were presented Nov. 16 in the 
Darrington High School auditorium by 
Master of Ceremonies Kevin Ashe.
   The mission of the Darrington High 
School Athletic Hall of Fame is to honor 
past graduates, teachers, administrators, 
staff, and community members who have 
excelled in their fields, earned fame, given 
support, and brought honor to Darrington 
High School and the community.
   Inductions to the Hall of Fame include 
community contributors, coaches, teams, 
and individual athletes.
   At the Nov. 16 event, Les Hagen, 
local minister and past Darrington High 
School coach, spoke on the drive and 
determination of the teams and coaches 
he observed during his time with the 
Darrington School District.
   The Community Contributor Award this 
year went to Jerry Sherrill, a volunteer 
for the Darrington School District and 
students for many years beginning in 
1981. On Sept. 18, 1996, Jerry was 
awarded the Dave Duvall Meritorious 
Award in recognition of his efforts to 
promote extracurricular activities.
   The Athletic Hall of Fame award for 
coaching went to Tim Cousins, who 
coached men’s basketball for 19 years and 
assisted with the women’s basketball team 
for three years. In 2011 Tim was inducted 
into the Washington State Basketball 
Coaches Hall of Fame.
   Several awards went to athletes who 
showed exceptional athletic ability and 

recognition. One award went to Margie 
Green Black (1942–46), an all-around 
athlete and student. She attended school 
during the Girls Scholastic Association 
years and was a four-year letterwoman in 
GAA basketball. She played all positions 
in baseball and was known for her 
pitching ability.
   Harold Jones (1942–47) was an 
outstanding multisport athlete. After high 
school, Hal attended Central Washington 
College of Education. He was inducted 
into the college’s Hall of Fame as an 
individual athlete and a member of the 
1949–50 basketball team.
   Shirley White Lewis (1949–53) played 
all available sports, softball being her 
favorite. In 1981 she drove the baseball 
team to every away game, including 
Yakima, where the team won the State B 
Baseball Championship.
   Bobbie Jones (1969–73) participated in 
volleyball, basketball, and track, lettering 
all four years. She was team captain of 
each sport and was Letterwoman of the 
Year in her junior and senior years. She 
joins her brother, Roger, in the Darrington 
High School Athletic Hall of Fame.
   The final award of the evening went 
to the 2003 Darrington High School 
basketball team, which won the State 
B Championship with a 23–3 record, 
beating Shoreline Christian for the 
championship. Present for the award were 
coaches Tim Cousins, Jeff Bryson, and 
Ric Cook, and teammates Ryan Frable, 
Jason Ashe, and Matt Reece.

Darrington IGA

d.iga@frontier.com

“Hometown Proud”

360.436.01411090 Seeman St. • Darrington
Mon. - Sat.: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Sun. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Locally  
owned by people 

you can trust!

Randy Ashe, Kevin and Sheila Ashe, owners.

Interpretive Center to open Dec. 7
   The Skagit River Bald Eagle Interpretive 
Center at Howard Miller Steelhead Park 
in Rockport will open Saturdays and 
Sundays Dec. 7 through Jan. 26, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The center will present 
speakers, birding information, and guided 
walks along the Skagit River through 
Howard Miller Steelhead Park.
   Skagit County Parks and Recreation 
sponsors the center by providing a warm 
place to greet guests, watch bald eagles, 
and present speakers and programs. A 
citizen-driven facility, the center has 
provided community and natural history 
education for 3,000 to 4,000 visitors per 
year for 16 years.
   The center is funded by Puget Sound 
Energy, the General Mills Foundation, 
Cascadian Farms, Shell Oil, Skagit 
County hotel/motel tax grants, Skagit 
County, Skagit County Parks, and 
Columbia Bank. Last year its school 

programs budget was slashed and 
the Friday school programs were 
discontinued. The center still needs 
additional funding to resume those 
programs.
   Educators who are interested in visiting 
the center with school groups for a fee 
should contact center Director Kelly 
Regan at 360.391.9048.
   For schedules or to make donations 
to the nonprofit center, go to www.
skagiteagle.org, find the center on 
Facebook, or call 360.853.7626.  
   Anyone interested in volunteering 
should contact the center through its Web 
site or the above phone number.

—Deanna Ensley

Targeted. Five thousand copies 
circulate through Whatcom, Skagit, and 
Snohomish Counties every month,  
reaching an untapped market of readers, 
many of whom say they read only  
Concrete Herald. 

Smart. Concrete Herald keeps your 
ad in front of readers’ eyes for three to 
four weeks per placement. 

Flexible. A variety of options ac-
commodate your goals and budget. Ad 
design services also are available.

“Our ads in Concrete 
Herald help us reach 

out to the community 
with health information 

and hospital news. I 
know it works, because 

I get calls and e-mails 
from Concrete Herald 

readers.”

~ Valerie Stafford 
communications director
United General Hospital,  

Sedro-Woolley

Holiday Bazaar leads 
December events
   Darrington PTSA Annual Holiday 
Bazaar will be held Sat., Dec. 7, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Darrington 
Elementary gym, 1075 Fir St., Darrington. 
Door prizes will be given throughout the 
day.
   For more information, send an e-mail to 
melissaandlarrygreen@gmail.com.

   TopsWA1035 Darrington meets 
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. in the Mt. Baker-
Snoqualmie Ranger Station conference 
room, 1405 Emmens St., Darrington. New 
members are welcome.
   TopsWA1035 will be at the Dec. 7 
Holiday Bazaar from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for 
a fundraiser, offering “Soup in a Jar” and 
a Holiday Basket Raffle.
   For more information, contact Inajean 
Buchanan at 360.436.1159.

   The next Darrington Community 
Dance will be held Dec. 14 at the 
Mansford Grange. Each dance begins 
with a potluck at 5:30 p.m., followed 
by dance lessons at 7 and the dance 
at 7:30. This month’s music will be 
provided by Peckin’ Out Dough. For more 
information, call 206.402.8646.

The third annual Athletic Hall of Fame awards ceremony drew a crowd to the Darrington High 
School auditorium Nov. 16. Above left: Margie Green Black (left) and Carolyn Nysetter Cross. 
Black was a four-year letterwoman from 1942–46. Above right: Cross and Tim Cousins. Cousins 
accepted a coaching award for his 19 years with the men’s basketball team and three years 
assisting with the women’s basketball team. Submitted photos.

Darrington senior Amy Miles and her 
teammates on the varsity volleyball 
team traveled to Yakima for the State 2B 
Tournament in mid-November. Go to p. 9 to 
find out how they fared.

Darrington PtSa annual HoliDay Bazaar
Sat., Dec. 7, 9 a.m. to 3 P.m.

Darrington elementary ScHool gym

information: meliSSaanDlarrygreen@gmail.com

Our area businesses bring you Concrete Herald
each month.  Please suppor t them!

The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley

Read
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Marblemount Newhalem
   Almost 80 hungry people poured into 
Marblemount Community Hall for a free 
Thanksgiving dinner last month.
   The Nov. 27 event was sponsored by 
North Cascade Community Church and 
driven by more than a dozen community 
volunteers.
   Seven turkeys, five hams, stuffing, 
potatoes, gravy, corn, beans, rolls, and 
various desserts found their way into the 
bellies of satisfied diners, who also got 
an unscheduled treat in the form of live 
music from a handful of local musicians.
   The dinner owed its success to a perfect 
storm of organizations and volunteers 
working together, said coordinator 
Amanda Martin.
   “The church sponsored us, the Bread of 
Life Food Bank provided some food, and 
about 16 community volunteers helped 
put it together,” she said.
   Martin, her husband Jacen, son Xavier, 
and other volunteers sat in front of Food 
Pavilion in Sedro-Woolley for six days 
in November, collecting food and cash 
donations for the event. Leftover food will 
go back to the food bank.
   “It was awesome. We sent people home 
with full bellies,” said Martin.

A waiver and race details will be e-mailed or snail-mailed to you.  
You must return the waiver to Concrete Herald by July 23 to be eligible to race.

Reach visitors to the  
Upper Skagit Valley by  
advertising in the  
2014 North Cascadian  
Travelers’ Guide.

The Travelers’ Guide showcases the 
history and events for visitors to:
Clear Lake, Sedro-Woolley, Lyman,  
Hamilton, Birdsview, Grasmere, Concrete, 
Rockport, Darrington, Marblemount,  
Newhalem, and Diablo.

For more information or to request  
an advertising rate card, send an  

e-mail to editor@concrete-herald.

Call 360.853.8213

Smart businesses 
advertise in the

Travelers’ 
Guide!

Publication Date
May 2014

Circulation: 15,000    
Pages: 56

Deadline for ads  
and payment:
April 4, 2014

North Cascades
National Park Service Complex

Go to www.nps.gov/noca for:
• Operating hours

• Closing dates
• Other park information and updates

... or check with any visitor center.

Thanksgiving dinner 
a record-breaker

Commissioners 
seek members 
for Agricultural 
Advisory Board
   SKAGIT COUNTY — The Skagit 
County Board of Commissioners is 
seeking interested persons from District 1 
(parts of North and West Skagit County) 
to serve on the Agricultural Advisory 
Board (AAB).  The three-year term begins 
January 1, 2014.
   The AAB considers agriculture 
related issues with specific attention to 
drainage, flooding, land use, agriculture 
economics, sustainability, and the critical 
areas ordinance. Its role is to inform and 
make recommendations to the county 
commissioners on these and other topics 
that affect agriculture in Skagit County.

   The AAB meets monthly for two hours 
on the second Wednesday of the month at 
7 p.m. during spring/summer and 6 p.m. 
during fall/winter.
   Individuals who are interested in serving 
on this advisory board are asked to send 
a letter of interest to Linda Christensen, 
Skagit County, 1800 Continental Place, 
Mount Vernon, WA 98273 or e-mail to 
lindac@co.skagit.wa.us no later than Fri., 
Dec. 6, at 4:30 p.m.
   For more information, contact 
Christensen by e-mail or at 360.419.7620.

This year’s Thanksgiving dinner at 
Marblemount Community Hall drew about 
three times the number of diners compared to 
last year’s event. The free dinner filled plates 
with turkey, stuffing, mashed and scalloped 
potatoes, gravy, corn, beans, rolls, and dessert.

Left: John Janda from Marblemount cooked 
seven turkeys for the crowd.

Top right: Dan DuVarney (left) chats with 
Ricky Ashe (in camo) during the event.

Middle right: Volunteers prep some good 
eatin’ in the kitchen. From left, John Janda, 
Sallie Larsen, Kim Curtis, and Charlene 
Mullen.

Bottom right: More volunteers paused for a 
photo during the Thanksgiving dinner. From 
left, Shanna Pomeroy, Taina Pomeroy, Amanda 
Martin (event organizer), and Jacen Martin.

Continue the cycle
Please 
recycle this 
newspaper

A piping-hot buffet of traditional dishes 
awaited guests at the Thanksgiving dinner 
Nov. 27.

   Employers and their employees need 
certainty so they can plan for the future. 
However, Olympia keeps holding new 
threats and costs over them. 
   For example, the governor proposed 
nearly $1.3 billion in tax increases 
earlier this year, which would have hurt 
thousands of small service businesses. He 
is also proposing a regional cap-and-trade 
program, which would threaten our state’s 
competitive advantage of low-cost energy.  
   There is also a push to raise the state 
gas tax by as much as 11.5 cents per 
gallon. This would hurt the bottom lines 
of smaller employers that move goods and 
families that are struggling. 
   We also know the implementation of 
Obamacare will force new costs and 
regulations on businesses and this will 
have financial consequences for their 
employees.  
   Olympia is sending the wrong message 
at a time when other states are actively 
recruiting our employers and rolling out 
the welcome mats. Meanwhile, our state 
lost 9,500 jobs during the last two months.    
   The Legislature needs to confront this 
reality: It’s hard to do business in our 
state. State lawmakers can—and must—
do something about it.
   A legislative colleague of mine made 
an important point in the recent special 
session: “If it’s good for Goliath, it’s good 
for David.” Simply put: It’s great that we 
are helping the aerospace industry, but 
we should be helping all sectors of our 
economy, so they can grow and hire more 
people.

   There are proposals on the table to lower 
workers’ compensations costs, lessen 
tax burdens, streamline the permitting 
process, and slow down the growth of 
rules and regulations. These ideas should 
be front and center on the first day of the 
2014 legislative session on January 13. 
   I know state lawmakers on both sides 
of the aisle care about the strength of our 
economy, families, and communities. Job 
creation shouldn’t be a partisan issue. 
It’s just a matter of having the political 
courage to move solutions forward.

Rep. Dan Kristiansen represents the 39th 
Legislative District.

Kristiansen, cont. from p. 3

game arcade (where admission is not 
restricted to persons age 21 or older).”
   During the Oct. 28 regular Town 
Council meeting, town planner Marianne 
Manville-Ailes gave council members a 
map of Concrete, with 1,000-foot-radius 
circles drawn around the entities named in 
WAC 314-55. The resulting leftover land 
parcels were small, but available, which 
will keep the town in compliance with the 
state’s requirement that no municipality 
set itself up as a “dry” town.
   The state has set up a window from 
Nov. 18 through Dec. 18, during which 
applicants can apply for permits to 
produce, process, and sell marijuana. 
More than 1,000 applications have been 
submitted statewide, with one application 
for a collective garden in Concrete.

—J. K. M.

Marijuana, cont. from p. 3
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Seniors
   Oh, you poor seniors who read 
books or take naps. It’s a waste of 
time, some say. As if your body 
or mind will take the low road if 
you read that book. A nap? Why 
destroy your mind with such an act 
of leisure?
   This sounds like those days at 
work when managing time was 
the ultimate goal: getting as much 
done before the clock hits the 
go-home alarm. You could do 
nothing else because you had to do 
something all the time ... except 
at the distraction called a coffee 
break. After that, you had to set out 
with your prepared plan for the day 
without being further distracted.
   Now we have a better idea what 
retirement is all about. It’s about 
ignoring the passing of time and 
doing what you darn well feel like 
doing; that is, to fritter away all 
the time you want because no one 
is looking or caring but you. It 
also could be called sitting around, 
watching TV, reading that book, 
fishing, bowling, golfing, hunting, 
camping, traveling, having a few 
beers at the bar, or any other waste 

of time called pleasures.
   On the other side of the kitchen 
table, it could mean shopping, 
sewing, bridge games, decorating 
the house, planting that garden 
that’s been on your mind for a 
while, or even taking up an art 
project. Or maybe taking the 
proper time and cooking that 
delicious dinner for the family 
that used to be prepared between 
quitting time at the job and the 
all-are-hungry gang sitting at 
the dining table pounding their 
silverware on the placemats.
   “Time is the coin of your life. It 
is the only coin you have, and only 
you can determine how it will be 
spent. Be careful lest you let other 
people spend it for you,” said Carl 
Sandburg. What Carl is saying is 
don’t let others spend your dimes 
of time; they are yours to waste as 
you wish.
   So retirement and wasting time 
is the same thing. To retire it is 
required to waste time as you wish, 
when you wish, and how you wish.
   “Waste your money and you’re 
only out of money, but waste your 
time and you’ve lost a part of your 
life,” said Michael LeBoeuf, an 
author and businessman.
   But wasting your time your 
way is okay when retired. Having 
the right attitude is important. 
“Attitude is a little thing that 
makes a big difference,” said 
Winston Churchill, so positive 
thinking about wasting time your 
way makes for a good retirement. 
Sleep on it or take a nap; you 
deserve it after all the years of time 
management.

Patrick M. Kennedy is the author
of Two Seniors and Friends. Find it 
at www.funwithretirement.com.

almost immediately, but all four 
men escaped injury and climbed 
out safely. Miller lost a shoe while 
climbing out.
   The only injury in the entire crew 
was a broken foot received by one 
of the men who bailed out.

60 years ago
   Dec. 17, 1953: James Sweeney, 
40, and Robert Sylter, 45, who had 
been working the Upper Valley last 
week as “Bible salesmen,” were 
arrested Saturday as they attempted 
to escape from the valley after 
robbing Adam Rausch of Van Horn 
of $311. The men used the ruse of 
being from the Welfare Dept. in 
Olympia to enter Rausch’s home.
   Rausch, 82, was greeted by 
Sweeney in the front yard of his 
small Van Horn cottage. Sweeney 
told Rausch that he was from 
the Welfare Dept. and that he 
was there to see about raising 
Rausch’s pension. He was invited 
into the house, where Rausch had 
about $75 laid out on the table in 
preparation for paying his monthly 
bills. Sweeney was reported to 
have scooped up this money and 
then told Rausch that he would 
have to see what other money he 
had in the house before considering 
his case.
   As Rausch went in the bedroom, 
the man followed him and picked 
up a wallet containing more than 
$200 in bills. He took the money 
from the wallet, then stated that he 
had to talk to his partner in the car.
   As Sweeney ran from the 
house, Rausch realized he’d been 
victimized and started after him 
with an unloaded .22, but the pair 
were down the road before he 
could threaten them.

70 years ago
   Dec. 23, 1943: Lieutenant Bruce 
L. Miller, son of Mr. and Mrs. P. D. 
Miller of Lake Shannon, boomed 
into the news headlines this week 
for his daring feat of setting down 
a big bomber in a crash landing to 
save a crew member’s life. He has 
been cited for military awards.
   Miller and three of his Flying 
Fortress crew “rode her down” 
when the plane’s engines failed 
and one of the men couldn’t bail 
out. The plane was on a routine 
flight from Bradley Field, Windsor 
Locks, Conn., to Patterson Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, which ended 
Sunday in a crash landing about 13 
miles from Pittsburgh.
   Three of the motors quit and the 
fourth began acting up, but with 
1,100 gallons of gasoline on board, 
Miller knew it would be dangerous 
to attempt to crash land in the 
Pennsylvania hills.
   He ordered his men to jump 
and four of them did so, but the 
fifth, Lieutenant E. R. Gardner 
of Carthage, Ind., the navigator, 
caught his parachute on a fire 
extinguisher handle and the chute 
opened inside the plane. Seeing his 
predicament, the engineer and co-
pilot also elected to stay aboard.
   “We were just missing the tops of 
the trees,” Miller said, “and we had 
to land quick. We had to get over 
the top of the last hill and land on 
the next rise.”
   Miller cut the right wing into a 
tree “so we’d ground loop and miss 
a little farmhouse” and brought the 
plane down. It burst into flames 

Coffee Break
Wasting time
By Patrick Kennedy

Concrete Center

December 2013
Activities

Mon. - Fri., 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunch served Tue. – Fri., noon

Mondays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzles
   Noon     Coffee Bar
   Noon     Christmas Party/
     Gift Exchange, 12/23
   Noon     Birthday party, 12/30
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo, Dominoes

Tuesdays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzles
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo
   12:30 p.m.    Leap of Faith, 12/17

Wednesdays
   10 a.m.     Watercolors
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzles
   10:30 a.m.    Advisory Board mtg.,
        12/11
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo
   12:30 p.m.    Bingo, 12/11, 12/18

Thursdays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzles
   10:30 a.m.    Indoor walking
   Noon     Lunch
   Noon     Christmas lunch,
        12/19
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Fridays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzles
   11 a.m.     Indoor walking
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Dominoes, Skip Bo

Furlough/Holiday closures
   12/24     Furlough Day
   12/25     Christmas holiday

Foot Care
   Until further notice, Foot Care is not being 
offered at Concrete Center. For foot care, call 
Sedro-Woolley Senior Center at 360.855.1531.

30 years ago: Steve Murray of Sauk Mountain Pottery was photographed 
for the Dec. 1, 1983, issue of Concrete Herald. Murray explained his wood-fired 
kiln at the left of the photo, in which he fired all his handmade porcelain and 
stoneware creations. The kiln shown was the second one Murray had built since 
opening his shop in 1976. Murray still produces beautiful works of functional art. 
Archive photo by Anne Bussiere.See Way Back, p. 29

Way Back, cont. from p. 28

   Rausch told a neighbor of the 
incident, who alerted authorities. 
The men were apprehended near 
Northern State Hospital, driving 
about 80 miles per hour.
   The money was never recovered.

50 years ago
   Dec. 12, 1963: The sewer project 
for Concrete faded into oblivion on 
Friday of last week when a count 
of votes on the proposed $100,000 
General Obligation Sewer Bonds 
found the ballots more than two to 
one against the proposition. The 
vote was 78 for and 173 against. 
A total of 251 voted out of a 
registration list of about 440.
   As the matter now stands, no 
further action will be taken toward 
a municipal sewer here, and all 
surveys, designing, and paperwork 
was terminated as of Friday.

40 years ago
   Dec. 13, 1973: Comprehensive 
plan revisions including an 
industrial zone for Puget Power’s 
proposed nuclear plant near Lyman 
won approval of the Skagit County 
Planning Commission Monday.
   Planning commissioners 
approved a nuclear plant zone last 
May, but that decision was rejected 
by county commissioners on the 
grounds that it could be considered 
“spot zoning” and overturned by 
the courts. This time the matter 
has the backing of both the county 
planners and Prosecutor Earl 
Angevine.
   The planning commission vote 
is a recommendation only. The 
proposal now goes to county 
commissioners for final action.
   Dec. 13, 1973: Concrete 
volunteer firemen named Jack 
Hoover fire chief in election 
of officers held last Thursday. 
Chief Hoover will replace Floyd 
Gardner, a volunteer fireman for 
23 years and chief for the past five 
years, who will remain with the 
department.

This “global Christmas” greeting was published in the Dec. 23, 1943, issue of 
Concrete Herald.



added to this future felon’s rap sheet. Very 
disrespectful in my opinion.
Nov. 20
   An iPad-style computer device was 
reported missing from a Concrete 
residence. The caller had returned home 
after a night of drinking and discovered 
it missing. Deputies are looking into the 
matter.
Nov. 21
   A caller from the Helmick Rd. area near 
Sedro-Woolley reported nearly being 
bitten by three aggressive dogs. The 
Skagit County Animal Control deputy is 
investigating. Remember that although 
there is no leash law in the county, your 
animals are your responsibility. You could 
be subject to civil penalties and possible 
loss of the animal if left unchecked.
   A caller from the east end of Minkler 
Rd. near Sedro-Woolley reported 
possible poachers in the area. The caller 
saw spotlights and knew there were 

elk around. Deputies checked the area. 
Nothing was found and no shots were 
heard.
   A caller from the White Falls Court area 
in Rockport wanted to know if he could 
keep a “stray” dog. He said the dog lives 
nearby, but runs over to his house all the 
time. This appeared to be a civil issue 
between two competing dog foods. No 
crime, but he’ll try to contact the owner 
and compare recipes.
Nov. 22
   A caller from Hamilton Cemetery Rd. 
near Hamilton reported a theft of guns. 
Five long guns were taken within the last 
three months from a residence. They were 
discovered missing from inside the home, 
yet no forced entry was discovered. There 
are no suspects at this time.
Nov. 23
   A deputy went to an address on Trail 
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Nov. 5
   SCSO deputies and Anacortes Police 
teamed up to catch a wanted fugitive. 
I’ve reported on this man for months. He 
was wanted for several felony crimes in 
the Upper Valley community, including 
burglaries, vehicle thefts, gun thefts, 
identity thefts, drug charges, and other 
crimes. He was discovered hiding in a 
motor home in Anacortes, far away from 
his Upper Valley victims. The SCSO East 
Detachment sergeant was working that 
day, which is not a good day if you’re a 
fugitive. After an hour of trying to coax 
the man out of the motor home, deputies 
and detectives went in and removed him. 
He is facing multiple felony charges and 
the additional final charge of resisting 
arrest. Thanks to those who aided in his 
arrest. Warning to those who assisted him: 
More arrests are forthcoming.
Nov. 16
   A deputy was at the scene of an accident 

Skagit County Sheriff’s Office

Blotter
near Lyman when he observed a red 
Mustang, driving way too fast, crash into 
some blackberries. The three people inside 
weren’t hurt, but the driver was found to 
be DUI. He was also arrested for having 
a suspended license and driving way too 
fast.
   Deputies are looking into a case where 
a 24-year-old Hamilton female may be 
using illegal drugs while her 7-year-old 
child is present. Child Protective Services 
is being called and witness statements 
gathered. This is a serious allegation and 
if proven to be accurate, mom’s going to 
jail.
   Nice citizens called in an accident on 
Lyman Hamilton Hwy. near Lyman. 
Someone hit a utility pole and rolled their 
red Ford Ranger pickup, then left. If you 
are missing your red pickup truck, and 
maybe have a bump on your head, I can 
help you out. I know where your truck is.
   An elderly horse fell into a ditch 
near Dillard Ave. in Concrete. Several 
concerned citizens did their best to help 
retrieve the animal, but unfortunately the 
horse didn’t have the strength to make it 
out and had to be put down. A sad day for 
many horse-lovers.
Nov. 17
   A two-car accident occurred in front of 
the Concrete Laundromat in Concrete. 
One pickup ended up on the curb, and the 
other fled. Deputies got a good description 
and arrested the driver in Cape Horn for 
various charges, including hit and run, 
driving without a license, and driving 
without insurance. He’s due in court soon.
Nov. 18
   A citizen reported his property broken 
into on Pandoras Circle in Marblemount. 
One item taken was a 55-gallon drum 
of diesel fuel. The trail of diesel to a 
neighbor’s property was a great clue; 
deputies have two people in mind.
Nov. 19
   A deputy responded to a burglary near 
Blank Rd. near Sedro-Woolley. The bad 
guy cut the phone lines and commenced 
to steal the man’s new lawnmower. The 
culprit may have left a good fingerprint, 
and deputies are following up on some 
other leads.
   A caller from the Rockport area reported 
that her neighbor was harassing them 
by yelling things as they drive by. The 
caller assures deputies that the incidents 
are occurring and even have surveillance 
footage to show the event. Deputies are 
investigating.
   A 96-year-old proud WWII veteran had 
his shop burglarized by an ungrateful 
burglar. Deputies arrested the wanted 
felon and discovered property belonging 
to the victim in his loot. Charges are being 

Worship directory
Assembly of God

Concrete Assembly of God
45734 Main St., Concrete; 853.8042
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Tue.: Men’s meeting, 8:30 a.m.
Wed.: Adult Bible study, 6 p.m.
Thur.: Women’s Bible study, 6:30 p.m.
Bruce Martin, pastor

North Cascade Community Church
59850 SR 20, Marblemount
360.873.2504 // www.mmag.net
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 10:30 a.m.
Thur.: Men’s meeting, 8 a.m.
Thur.: Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Dave Nichols, pastor
E-mail: pastordave@fastmail.fm

Baptist
First Baptist Church
12732 Hemlock St., Clear Lake
360.856.2767
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wed.: 7 p.m.
John Batts, pastor
E-mail: pastorjohn@firstbaptistclearlake.com
Hamilton First Baptist Church
797 Hamilton Cemetery Rd. at SR 20
Office: 360.826.3307
Sunday School: 9:40 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Ron Edwards, pastor

Lyman Church
31441 W. Main St., Lyman
Office: 360.826.3287
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Catholic
St. Catherine Mission Church
45603 Limestone St., Concrete
Mail: 719 Ferry St., Sedro-Woolley
Office: 360.855.0077
Weekday hours: 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Sat. Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Father Martin Bourke, pastor
www.svcc.us/scm

Covenant
Community Covenant Church
12605 Highway 9, Clear Lake

360.856.1023 // covenant@wavecable.com
www.clearlakecov.org
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.
Call for weekly youth group/Bible studies
Tim Hedberg, pastor

Free Methodist
Day Creek Chapel
31438 S. Skagit Hwy, Sedro-Woolley
Office 360.826.3696
Sun.: 9:15 a.m. prayer svc, 10 a.m. worship
Tue.: Women’s Bible study, 9:30 a.m.
Thur.: Bible study at Louise’s complex, Mt. 
Vernon, 6:30 p.m.
Fri.: Women’s Bible Study at Kathy’s in Day 
Creek, 8 a.m.

Methodist
Central United Methodist Church
1013 Polke Rd., Sedro-Woolley
360.856.6412 / centralumcsw@yahoo.com
http://centralumcsw.org
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.
Marilyn Kallshian, pastor

Presbyterian
Mount Baker Presbyterian Church
45705 Main St., P.O. Box 246, Concrete
Church 360.853.8585; office 360.595.0446
www.mtbakerpresbyterian.synodnw.org
Sun. worship: 9 a.m.
Tom Ross, pastor

Lutheran
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
46372 Main St., Concrete / 360.853.8814
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Chris Anderson, pastor

Nondenominational
Agape Fellowship
Meets at Mount Baker Presbyterian,
45705 Main St., Concrete
Second and fourth Weds., 7 p.m.
360.708.4764
Dolores Elliott, pastor

Community Bible Church
45672 Limestone, Concrete; 360.853.8511
E-mail: cbcofconcrete@earthlink.net
Sun. School: 9 a.m.; Worship Svc: 10 a.m.
Childcare/Children’s Ministries at both
Contact church for other ministries
Rob Thomas, pastor

The RIVER Gathering
720 Puget Ave., Sedro-Woolley
Sun. worship: 10:30 a.m.
Tue. potluck/study: 6 p.m.
Thur. ladies group: 6:30 p.m.
Last Fri./mo. potluck/games: 6 p.m.
www.facebook.com/therivergathering
360.853.6676  //  Pastor Larry Weston

Rockport Christ the King Comm. Church
11982 Martin Rd., Rockport, WA 98283
Church office: 360.853.8746
Pre-service fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. service: 10 a.m.
Sun. eve. Bible study: 5 p.m.

Upper Room Fellowship
45948 Main St., Concrete
360.707.1757  //  360.873.9500
Sat & Sun. services: 10 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast: 8 a.m.
Pastors Dennis Peek and Mike Bates

Wildwood Chapel
41382 SR 20, Concrete
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Bible studies: Call for times
360.708.4330

See Sheriff’s Blotter, p. 33

Sergeant’s 
corner
Holiday safety
By Chris Kading

   The holiday season is a 
special time of year, but it also is a time 
when busy people become careless and 
vulnerable to theft and other crimes. We 
can never be too careful, too prepared, or 
too aware. Please share this information 
with family, friends, and neighbors.

Shopping
   Shop during daylight hours whenever 
possible. If you must shop at night, go 
with a friend or a family member. Avoid 
wearing expensive jewelry. If possible, 
do not carry a purse or wallet. Always 
carry your Washington Driver License 
or Identification Card, along with the 
necessary cash, checks, and/or credit 
card you expect to use.
   Stay alert to your surroundings. Keep 
cash and credit cards in your front 
pocket. Notify the credit card issuer 
immediately if your credit card is lost, 
stolen, or misused. Keep a record of all 
of your credit card numbers in a safe 
place at home. Be extra careful if you 
carry a wallet or purse; they are the 
prime targets of criminals in crowded 
shopping areas, transportation terminals, 
and bus stops, and on buses and other 
public transit. Beware of strangers 
approaching you for any reason. At 
this time of year, “con artists” may try 

various methods of distracting you with 
the intention of taking your money or 
belongings.

Driving
   Avoid driving alone or at night. Keep 
all car doors locked and windows closed 
while in or out of your car. Set your 
alarm or use an anti-theft device. If you 
must shop at night, park in a well-lighted 
area. Avoid parking next to vans, trucks 
with camper shells, or cars with tinted 
windows. Park as close as you can to 
your destination and remember where 
you parked.
   Never leave your car unoccupied 
with the motor running or with children 
inside. Do not leave packages or 
valuables on the seat of your car; this 
creates a temptation for thieves. If you 
must leave something in the car, lock it 
in the trunk or put it out of sight. Be sure 
to locate your keys prior to going to your 
car. Keep a secure hold on your purse, 
handbag, and parcels. Do not put them 
down or on top of the car in order to 
open the door.
   When approaching or leaving your 
vehicle, be aware of your surroundings. 
Do not approach your car alone if there 
are suspicious people in the area. Ask 
mall or store security for an escort before 
leaving your shopping location.
   The Skagit County Sheriff’s Office 
East Detachment wishes you a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year.

Chris Kading is sergeant for the Skagit 
County Sheriff’s Office East County 
Detachment in Concrete.

   This time of year, Christmas music 
fills stores and radio waves. We sing 
carols at parties, nursing homes, and 
church. Do you stop to think about the 
familiar words? They make some songs 
more significant than others. Charles 
Wesley’s lyrics and Mendelssohn’s tune 
make “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” a 
perennial favorite:
   “Hark! The herald angels sing, ‘Glory to 
the newborn King:
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, God 
and sinners reconciled!’
   Joyful all ye nations rise, Join the 
triumph of the skies; 
   With th’angelic host proclaim, ‘Christ is 
born in Bethlehem!’
   Hark! the herald angels sing, ‘Glory to 
the newborn King.’”
   Christmas is about the birth of Jesus 
Christ. It is not about reindeer, sleighs, 
gifts, or kissing Santa. The opening stanza 
echoes the birth announcement by angels 
to shepherds in Luke’s gospel (2:14). The 
mighty Creator God spoke joyful news 
to his lowliest children, shepherds in the 
field. A baby was born. Not just any baby, 
but a king who will reconcile God with his 
flawed people, a king who demonstrates 
God’s favor toward his people. It was such 
unexpected good news that the shepherds 
went to Bethlehem to see him and to share 
what they had heard about him.

Sunday School lesson
Hark! The herald angels sing
By Tom Ross

Obituaries published in 
Concrete Herald

from May 2009 to present are posted online at:
   www.concrete-herald.com/obituaries
   For more information, call 360.853.8213 or 
e-mail editor@concrete-herald.com.

Obituaries
Gene Franklin 
Shepard
   My beloved Gene went to 
be with his Lord Jesus Christ 
Sat., Nov. 16, 2013.
   Gene was born May 
26, 1924, in Pioneerville, 
Idaho, the second son of 
five children, to William 
Benjamin Shepard and 
Catherine P. (Frint) Shepard. He was born at the 
family home, with his grandmother Frint attending. 
His boyhood home was Emmett, Idaho, where he 
attended a country school and graduated from 
Emmett High in 1941.
   He served in the U.S. Navy from 1941–1945 and 
was a WWII veteran. He attended school in Seattle, 
specializing in telegraphy, working for Union Pacific 
Railroad.
   Gene met his beloved Shirley (Owen) in Emmett. 
They dated for two years and married in August 1952.  
They had three children. He was a man of few words 
and truly knew and loved his Lord Jesus Christ.
   Gene worked for Seattle City Light from 1953 until 
retirement in 1988. Gene was a strong supporter of 
the American Missionary Fellowship in Newhalem. 
He was an EMT for the Newhalem Fire Department.  
He was very supportive in A Christian Ministry in the 
National Parks. Gene was instrumental in initiating 
programs to benefit those people with whom he 
worked and lived.
   He is preceded in death by his parents, brothers 
Arthur and Donald, and sister Dorthea Newell.
   Gene is survived by his wife Shirley; son James 
(Gregory) Shepard and wife Pamela (Hamilton); 

daughter Sandra Lynn King and husband Robert 
(Sedro-Woolley); son Brian Scott Shepard and wife 
Brenda (Marysville, Wash.); grandchildren Erick, 
Tiffany, Paula, Christine, Nicole, Anthony, and 
Jacquline; great-grandchildren Katrina, Jonathan, 
Robert, Kadyn, Amburre, Kylie, RJ, Victoria, Liberty, 
Emily, and Evelynn; sister Wilma New; and nephews 
and nieces John, Jordan, Curtis, Norman, Jeannie, 
Justin, and Alexandra.
   Gene was an avid fisherman and a serious hunter 
and hiker who truly appreciated the beauty of the 
Northwest. He had an incredible sense of humor 
and was an inspiration to those who were fortunate 
enough to be a part of his life. Generous with his time 
and abilities, he always was willing to help a friend 
or neighbor. Gene was a devoted family man and 
adored his loving family.
   We would like Hospice of the Northwest to 
know how we appreciated their gentle and loving 
kindnesses to our family. We also would like to thank 
our wonderful Community Bible Church family for 
their continued love and support. It is suggested 
that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to either 
Community Bible Church or Hospice of the Northwest.
   A memorial service has been planned for Sat., 
Jan. 18, 2014, at 2 p.m. at Community Bible Church, 
45872 Limestone St., Concrete.
   Gene’s beloved wife of 61 years will truly miss him. 
Love is forever.

   “Christ, by highest heav’n adored; 
Christ, the everlasting Lord!
   Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
   Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail 
th’incarnate Deity,
   Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus 
our Emmanuel.
   Hark! The herald angels sing, ‘Glory to 
the newborn King.’”
   The second verse identifies this baby 
with the prophecies in Isaiah (7:14, 9:6). It 
tells us who he is. He is adored by heaven 
and earth because Christ is the everlasting 
Lord. Christ is the Greek and Messiah is 
the Hebrew word that means “anointed 
one.” Lord is the name of God used in the 
Hebrew scriptures since the High Priest 
only got to say the real name of God 
once per year on Yom Kippur, the Day of 
Atonement. Christ is the Lord of creation 
and a virgin’s child, veiled in flesh, 
incarnate as a boychild, yet fully God, 
and, since his birth, Emmanuel, which 
means God with us.
   “Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
   Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n 
with healing in His wings.
   Mild He lays His glory by, Born that 
man no more may die;
   Born to raise the sons of Earth, Born to 
give them second birth.
   Hark! The herald angels sing, ‘Glory to 
the newborn King.’”
   The third verse incorporates prophecies 
in Isaiah (9:6) about what this baby will 

See Sunday School, p. 39

Level 2 Sex Offender
NOTIFICATION

   The Skagit County Sheriff has 
released the following information 
pursuant to RCW 4.24.550 and the 
Washington State Supreme Court 
decision in State v. Ward, which 
authorizes law enforcement agencies 
to inform the public of a sex or kidnap 
offender’s presence.
   Floyd, Roy Tom
   Age: 66
   Race: W   Sex: M
   Height: 5’ 9”
   Weight: 190
   Hair: Gray
   Eyes: Blue
   Address: 130xx 
SR 9, Clear Lake
   Floyd was convicted 
of first-degree rape and first-degree 
kidnapping in Idaho. His victim was a 
37-year-old female who was known to 
him; he abducted her at gunpoint.
   Floyd is not wanted by the police 
at this time. Citizen abuse of this 
information to threaten, intimidate, 
or harass registered sex or kidnap 
offenders is a punishable offense and 
also will result in the removal of the 
online notification resource.

Source: Skagit County Sheriff



Rd. in Sedro-Woolley to serve a civil 
paper. The male inside answered, but 
wouldn’t come to the door. Apparently he 
thought the deputy would leave. Wrong. 
Deputies are curious folk, so the deputy 
waited. Thirty minutes later the wanted 
subject came outside and was greeted 
by deputies. He gave a false name to the 
deputy, but that was quickly dismissed. He 
was arrested under his real name for his 
seven outstanding warrants and charged 
additionally with identity theft.
   A caller from Lyman Hamilton Hwy. 
in Lyman reported someone had just 
struck their mailbox. A mirror from a 
Grey Dodge truck was found in the area. 
Deputies are investigating. 
Nov. 26
   Deputies contacted several persons 
arguing outside Loggers Landing in 

Concrete. There were personal items 
strewn across the parking lot like a 
yard sale. Apparently these folks went 
to Cape Horn where one of the persons 
may have injested some “recreational 
pharmaceuticals” and then started 
assaulting another in the car. In the frenzy 
someone was pepper sprayed and they 
pulled in the parking lot. Deputies arrested 
all three subjects for various charges and 
booked two into jail.
   Someone stole chairs and a table from 
the new bakery in Concrete. I’ve often 
wondered why hardworking folks are 
victims of such stupid crimes. The owners 
are so nice, they would likely have let the 
thieves borrow these items, but now the 
police are opening a theft investigation. If 
you have any information, please contact 
Deputy Harrison.

—Compiled by Sgt. Chris Kading
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Business directoryBookkeeping
UpRiver Bookkeeping Services
360.853.7667 or 360.708.9761
upriver21@hotmail.com
Reasonable rates
Payroll services to full-charge bookkeeping

Brew pubs
Birdsview Brewing Co.
Fresh micro beer brewed on our premises
Great food! Family friendly!
Open Tuesdays through Sundays
38302 SR 20, Birdsview  //  360.826.3406
www.birdsviewbrewingcompany.com

Construction
Don Payne’s Backhoe Services
Extensive experience, reasonable rates
Trenching for electrical and plumbing lines, 
site preparation, road- and lot-clearing
360.853.7838 / 770.0178 / #PAYNE*066BC
dpaynes2001@yahoo.com

Donald K. Moore Construction
Dump truck / Sand / Gravel / Topsoil
Complete excavation and lots, to acreage
cleared / log loads, underground utilities avail.
Licensed, bonded, and insured
360.853.8525 / Reg. #DONALKMO15KE

Convenience stores
Country Convenience Texaco
Clear Lake, WA
Now carries: 5-gallon pails of Delo hydraulic 
oils and grease
Plus: Bar and chain lubricants
360.856.4454

Drain Cleaning
Sconce Home Service, Darrington
*Drain cleaning & root removal
24-hr. emergency response.
*Home repair/renovate. *Home/Apts. maint. 
Annual, monthly arrangmnts; on-call w/rentals
(home) 360.436.2141 or (cell) 253.343.4762

Lodging
Ovenell’s Heritage Inn/Double O Ranch
Fully equipped log cabins; AAA; 580-acre 
cattle ranch; all-natural, grain-fed beef;
special events; getaways; local discounts; and 
wildlife! See our views of Mount Baker!
360.853.8494 / www.ovenells-inn.com

Pharmacies
Hoagland Pharmacy
640 #A Highway 20 Sedro-Woolley WA 98284
(360) 503-1676  //  M-F 10-6, Sat 10-2 
(medical equipment ony); Full-svc pharmacy, 
medical equipment, and C-pap/Bi-pap
Please visit www.hoaglandpharmacy.com

Restaurants
Cascade Burgers
45292 State Route 20, Concrete
Featuring great burgers, fries, and milkshakes 
in a 1950s, family-style atmosphere!
OPEN DAILY: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Ask about our daily specials!  360.853.7580

Perks Espresso & Deli
Full breakfast, espresso, sub sandwiches, 
drive-thru and take-out. Find us on Facebook.
M–F, 5 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sa.– Su. 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
44586 SR 20, Concrete
360.853.9006

Gifts
All Valley Storage & Gifts
31687 SR 20, Ste. 102, Lyman/Sedro-Woolley
Our prices can’t be beat! Beanpod candles, 
home/garden items, decorating ideas, more!
360.826.6001 / allvalleystorageinc@live.com
Online: www.allvalleystorageinc.com

Matty’s on Main
45905 Main Street, Concrete
UNIQUE & ANTIQUE / JEWELRY & PAWN
Fall Special: 20% off!
NEW INVENTORY WEEKLY
360.333.8851

Hair salons
Hair Fitness
Complete family hair care, specializing in:
PERMS / COLOR & CUTS / WAXING
More than 25 years’ experience!
Call Kathy Monrad and Becki Hoover for appt
360.853.8684

Liquor Stores
Concrete Liquor Store & Convenience Store
45895 Main Street, Concrete // 360.853.7149
Monday thru Saturday 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Sundays Noon to 5 p.m.
Gifts, Rocks, Tobacco, Cigars, and much 
more!

To add your business
to this directory,
call 360.853.8213

or e-mail editor@concrete-herald.com

The Washington Cafe and Bakery
Fresh salmon, fish-and-chips.
Prime rib on Fri. nights.
Thur. – Mon., 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
45938 Main St., Concrete // 360.853.7723
washingtongrillnbakery@gmail.com

RV Repair
Goldner RV Repair, Concrete
Mobile RV Maintenance & Repair
LP gas systems, water, heating systems,
AC/DC electrical
360.826.3303  //  rvrepair@frontier.com

Self-storage
Concrete Self-storage
Located on Fir Street, Concrete
Heated and nonheated, security surveillance, 
coded entry, 4x5 to 15x32 units, locks for sale. 
Customer service is our top priority!
360.853.8100/concreteselfstorageinc@live.com

Septic Services
Cinema Septic
Inspection, troubleshooting and pumping
Serving all of Skagit County
Fred West, owner. 360.466.8753  
fred@cinemaseptic.com
www.cinemaseptic.com

Towing services
Dave’s Towing 360.853.7433, Concrete, WA
Cash for clunkers, towing and extractions, 
abandoned vehicle removal, lockouts, fuel 
delivery. Credit cards and insurance accepted. 
Discounts for locals.
360.853.7433 or 360.770.6705

Sheriff’s Blotter, cont. from p. 31

Former Sedro-Woolley 
photographers bring 
Google Street View 
offer to town
   Former Sedro-Woolley residents Mahius 
and Kristina Concord have been certified 
by Google to become Google Trusted 
Photographers. This month the Concords 
will give Skagit County businesses an 
opportunity to publish the inside of their 
location to Google Street View, a part of 
Google Maps that has so far been elusive 
to Skagit County.
   The photography service provides a 
fully interactive Google virtual tour of the 
business that gets published across Google 
properties, as well as a full set of still 
photos that highlight the business.
   The Google tour will be published to 
the business listing, Google maps, and 

can be found on the front page of Google 
searches. The still photos can be anything 
to highlight the business, from product 
photography to food photography. The 
tour and photos can then be added to 
a Web site or Facebook. The program 
known as “Google Business Photos” 
is perfect for hotels, restaurants, car 
dealerships, boutiques, and much more.
   The Concords also have partnered with 
Expedia to put 360-degree panoramas on 
hotel business listings. Anyone interested 
in seeing examples can go to www.
evolvingphotography.com or http://goo.gl/
WfNjiV for a local Google tour of Tri-Dee 
Arts in Mount Vernon.
   The photographers will be conducting 
photo-shoots for a limited time 
this December. To learn more or 
sign up, contact Mahius & Kristina 
Concord at 805.423.9131 or contact@
evolvingphotography.com.

—Submitted by Kristina Concord

Winter weather looms
Tips for safe driving.
   OLYMPIA — It takes just one person 
driving too fast or forgetting to prepare 
his or her vehicle for cold weather to 
cause a chain-reaction collision.
   WSDOT is asking drivers to “know 
before you go” and get the most recent 
roadway information, winter-driving tips, 
car-preparation advice, and information 
on the department’s winter driving Web 
page at www.wsdot.wa.gov/winter.
   Here’s what drivers can do to prepare 
for wintry roadway conditions:
• Download, print, and carry the 

WSDOT Winter Driving Guide.
• Download the WSDOT mobile app 

for smartphones at www.wsdot.
wa.gov/traffic/seattle/products.

• Get your car ready and plan extra 
time to cross all mountain passes, 
including heavily traveled routes 
such as Snoqualmie Pass, Stevens 
Pass, and White Pass.

• Carry chains and know current 
traction and chain requirements. 
Mountain-pass traction and chain 
requirements are available on the 
WSDOT Web site, highway advisory 
signs, and highway advisory radio.

• Preset 530 AM and 1610 AM on 
your vehicle’s radio before traveling.

   Studded tires are legal for use only 
between Nov. 1 and March 31. Visit a 
tire dealer to learn more about traction 
tires that are legal for year-round use.
   For more information, see the WSDOT 
winter preparedness checklist at www.
wsdot.wa.gov/winter/emergencykit.

—WSDOT

   A new family-owned business in the 
Upper Valley aims to move you.
   Marblemount-based Skagit ShuFFle 
just signed a contract with Bellingham 
International Airport to provide door-to-
door shuttle service from pretty much 
anywhere in Skagit County to that airport.
   This is good news for Upper Valley 
residents, who have been forced to 
drive to Burlington to catch a shuttle to, 
say, SeaTac International Airport. With 
Bellingham International expanding its 
offerings to destinations such as Hawaii 
and Dallas (just to name a couple), we 
now have reliable shuttle transportation to 
a closer airport.
   Skagit ShuFFle’s slogan is “We Move 

At a glance:
Skagit ShuFFle

Where:  Marblemount
Hours:  Mon. – Fri., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Phone:  360.630.1819

Open for business:
Skagit ShuFFle

People,” and it’s not a promise made 
lightly. They’ll run you down river if you 
need to run errands for items you can’t 
find in town, and they’ll even keep you 
safe if you’ve had a little too much to 
drink during the holiday season: Between 
Dec. 23 and Jan. 1, Skagit ShuFFle will 
transport holiday revelers from Point B 
back home, and will waive the fee if that’s 
an issue for the rider.
   If that sounds a little too magnanimous 
to you, keep in mind the new business is 
owned and operated by Scott and Marina 
Pederstuen of Marblemount, with Rich 
Post of Cape Horn helping with marketing 
and driving. Post is Scott Pederstuen’s 
nephew.
   “I’ve always been an advocate against 
drunk driving,” said Post, who spent 10 
years working hand in hand with the 
Skagit County Sheriff’s Office as a bail 
bondsman. The holiday shuttle offer 
is in place to honor sisters Janeah and 
Janesah Goheen, the Oak Harbor sisters 
who were killed in a car accident this past 
Halloween.
   The shuttle service has a 15-passenger 
Ford Econoline van and plans to add 
more in the near future. They’re taking 
reservations now for general purpose 
shuttling and the Bellingham International 

Skagit ShuFFle is a family affair, with van transportation service to Bellingham International 
Airport, errand-running, and more. Shown with the shuttle service’s first van are, front row from 
left, Cameron Post, Tyler Post, and Landon Todd. Back row from left, Mitchell Todd, Scott and 
Marina Pederstuen, Marlie Blanton, and Rich Post.
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run. Pederstuen said they plan to develop 
packages for casino and Tulip Festival 
runs as they grow and expand.
   Skagit ShuFFle is licensed and bonded, 

and fully insured. If you need to get to 
Bellingham International or just make a 
run to Burlington, call them.   

—J. K. M.
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Kristina Collins

Burlington
Burlington woman recovering 
after brain tumor removed

   Gina Grenier, a 20-year resident of 
Skagit County, was diagnosed with a 
massive brain tumor on July 20, 2012.
   After being transported to Harborview 
Medical Center, Gina spent five days in 
the neurological ICU before undergoing 
a 10-hour surgery to remove a softball-
sized brain tumor that was pressing on 
her frontal lobe, the area of her brain 
responsible for higher brain functions, 
including personality, short-term memory, 
and motivation.
   Gina’s brain surgery was a success. She 
was discharged from Harborview five 
days after her surgery, and later began 
occupational and speech therapy. Gina 
has made huge improvements, but is 

Garden Patch
By Gladys Silrus

   Old Jack Frost is here and gardening is 
slowing down, but there is still garden fun 
to be had indoors and out.

Care for your Christmas tree
• Check its needles. On a moist tree, 

the needles will bend in your fingers; 
on a dry tree, the needles will snap.

• Dried-out trees lose their needles 
easily. Cut one to two inches off the 
trunk base when you get the tree 
home. Store the tree outside in water 
until ready to use. Check its water 
level at least twice a day.

• Needles will dry out more slowly if 
you spray them with an antidessicant 
product.

• After the holidays, clip the tree’s 
branches and lay them over planting 
beds for winter mulch. Use the lower 
branches as decorations.

Beat the cold snaps
• If a frost warning is issued, water 

plants before temperatures drop. 
Plants that are well watered survive 
frost better.

• When frost comes without warning, 
watering afterward helps plants 
survive. Irrigate after plants start to 
thaw.

• If you need to cover plants for the 
night, make sure the protective cover 
touches the ground to trap as much 
heat in as possible.

• If temperatures drop below 25 
degrees F, you need to protect 
pittosporum, fragrant daphne, and 
waxleaf privet. If it drops below 15 
degrees, protect broadleaf evergreens 
like rhododendron, camellia, and 
holly.

• If the lawn is frozen or grass blades 
are frost-covered, keep off! Walking 
on it can damage turf crowns.

Plant for winter color
• Use pansies, snapdragons, dianthus, 

calendula, and viola to dress up 
empty veggie gardens, winter pots, 
and flowerbeds. Flowering cabbage 
and kale will brighten the winter 
scene.

• Use a dose of slow-release fertilizer 
beneath the root balls to ensure 
they will be well fed throughout the 
season. Don’t forget to add a touch of 
green indoors with potted herbs.

Planting bulbs in December
   If you still have spring-blooming bulbs, 
get them in the ground as soon as possible. 
Compost any that are soft or dried up.

December tips
• Go on rodent patrol; they like to chew 

bark off trees and shrubs. Eliminate 
hiding places by removing weeds 
around woody plants. Never pile 
mulch against a tree trunk or shrub 
base.

• Keep compost going. Cover your pile 
or bin during the rainy season.

• Monitor water flow. Now is a good 
time to watch water runoff patterns 
in your landscape and address it next 
year with ditches or French drains.

• Store tender roots. Before the end 
of the month, examine roots, tubers, 
and corms you dug during fall, like 
dahlias.

• Stop hitchhikers. Reduce home insect 
invasions from firewood by bringing 
in only enough wood to burn in a day. 
Knock logs together before bringing 
indoors to dislodge insects.

   Here’s wishing you a happy holiday 
season and a bigger and better garden next 
spring! Thank you for reading the Garden 
Patch.
   Happy gardening! 

Got a gardening question? Send it 
to Gladys for an answer! Call her at 
360.826.4848, or write to her at gsilrus@
frontier.com or 42002 Pine St., Concrete, 
WA 98237.

Burlington-Edison Kiwanis 
Club kicks off holiday 
fundraiser

   The B-E Kiwanis Club will again host 
its annual Holiday Smoked Salmon Sale. 
The club is selling Barlean’s Smoked 
Salmon slabs in three sizes, priced at $15, 
$20, and $25.
   The sale is held the first three weekends 
in December from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
under the Kiwanis tent in the Cascade 
Mall parking lot.

• Dec. 6–8
• Dec. 13–15
• Dec. 20–22

   For more information or to place your 
company order through the Burlington-
Edison Kiwanis Club, contact Greg 
Peck at 360.941.3545 or Tod LaHecka at 
360.333.1031 by Dec 17.
   All profits for this annual fundraiser are 
invested in the Burlington community.

Snohomish County 
WSU Extension 
accepting applications 
for 2014 Master 
Gardener program

   Applications are still being accepted 
for the 2014 WSU Extension Snohomish 
County Master Gardener training class, 
which starts in January. Anyone wishing 
to become a WSU Master Gardener 
Volunteer Community Educator is 
encouraged to sign up for the training, 
which focuses on familiarization and 
learning how to use resources to research, 
educate, mentor, and answer horticulture 
questions for the general public in a 
collaborative environment. All training 
is open book, and no memorization is 

expected.
   The deadline for applications has been 
extended to Monday, Dec. 16. 
   Training involves approximately 
80 hours of classroom and workshop 
instruction held once a week, daytimes, 
every Thursday starting in early January 
and extending into April. 
   Tuition for the training program is $245 
to cover the direct costs, plus a volunteer 
commitment of 50 hours each year for two 
years, working, learning, and having fun 
with other like-minded volunteers on a 
variety of horticultural and environmental 
educational projects. Without the 
volunteer commitment, tuition is $745.
   For more information and an 
application, go to the Extension Web site 
at www.snohomish.wsu.edu and look 
under “News and Announcements,” or call 
the Extension Office at 425.338.2400.

Gina Grenier and her family paused for a photo during a Girl Scout Benefit Fundraiser for 
Grenier at Common Ground Coffee in Burlington Nov. 8. Grenier was diagnosed with a massive 
brain tumor in July 2012 and underwent a 10-hour surgery to remove the softball-size tumor. She 
continues to recover from the ordeal. From left, Zoie, Gina, Megan, and Paul Grenier.
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Stretch your 
holiday dollars
(BPT) — Many people will set a budget 
before tackling their holiday shopping, 
but two-thirds of those who set a budget 
will likely go over, according to a recent 
survey.
   Here are some ways to save:

• Start by carefully considering how 
much you’re willing to spend on all 
holiday-related shopping, including 
gifts, travel, decorations, and 
meals. You shouldn’t have trouble 
paying routine bills because you’ve 
overspent on holiday stuff.

• After you’ve established a holiday 
budget, you can make a gift list that 
takes into account how much you’ve 
budgeted for each person.

• When researching gift ideas, check 
the prices. This can be accomplished 
easily by online window shopping. 
For example, if you have three toy 
ideas for your niece, compare the 
prices first, and then purchase the toy 
that is less than the amount you’ve 
budgeted for her gift.

• Keep shipping costs in mind. There 

are many free-shipping deals to be 
found this holiday season, but if one 
isn’t available for a person on your 
list, make certain that the shipping 
cost added to the gift price is less than 
the amount you budgeted for that 
person.

• Shop the sales. Your online window 
shopping ahead of time is a great 
way to narrow down your list to 
exactly what you’ll buy, keeping 
yourself within budget. Then watch 
the holiday sales. If you are able to 
buy all your items with coupons and 
discounts, you’ll be better off in the 
budgeting department.

• Don’t equate the amount you spend 
on an individual with how much you 
care about him or her. The gift that 
will please a person the most is one 
that speaks to his or her individual 
tastes, and not necessarily how much 
it cost.

• Don’t let sales and discounts 
encourage you to spend more. If you 
are able to find a gift item on your list 
on sale, consider the money saved as 
exactly that: money saved. Don’t be 
tempted to find another gift item to 
bring the total of your gift up to your 
original budgeted amount, because 
chances are, you’ll go over.

—Brandpoint

still suffering from some memory issues, 
dizziness, and head pain. She is employed 
at Costco Wholesale and returned to work 
in October.
   Faced with a stack of medical bills, the 
Greniers welcomed a Girl Scout Benefit 
Fundraiser at Common Ground Coffee in 
Burlington Nov. 8, during which $1,400 
was raised for help pay those bills.
   Grenier and her family are very active in 
the community. A mother of three, Grenier 
has been a Girl Scout troop leader for 
three years.
   The Greniers build an interactive 
Halloween yard haunt each year that 
includes animatronic props and live actors. 
The Grenier family also has an animated 
Christmas light display at their home, 
located at 206 Judy Ave. in Burlington 
(98233). The family uses the display to 
collect donations for the Tri-Parish Food 
Bank, toys for Toys for Tots, and to raise 
money for Seattle Children’s Hospital.

—Brittany Hoyt

Tree lighting, Santa to arrive
in Burlington

   The Burlington Chamber of Commerce 
and City of Burlington will host the city’s 
annual Tree Lighting, sponsored by Puget 
Sound Energy, on Thur., Dec. 5, at 6 
p.m. The festivities will begin with the 
ceremonial lighting of the tree in Alpha 
Park and arrival of the featured guest of 
honor, Santa Claus, who will make his 
grand appearance by way of a special fire 
engine escort.
   Following the tree lighting, guests are 
invited across the street to the Visitor 
Information Center for further merriment. 
Visit with jolly ol’ Santa, partake in 
cheerful caroling, and enjoy tasty 
refreshments.
   Entertainment and refreshments are 
compliments of Whidbey Coffee, LIFE 
Church, and HomePlace Special Care 
Center. For more information, go to 
www.burlington-chamber.com or call 
360.757.0994.
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Dwelleyisms
Wit from former 

Concrete Herald editor 
Charles M. Dwelley

   “Reports of flying saucers again have 
brought the story of one landing in 
California for a pail of water. Can’t be a 
higher civilization or the pilot would have 
stopped at the nearest tavern.”

—July 23, 1953

   “A group of retired UW professors 
have formed a brain trust in which they 
will rent their accumulated knowledge to 
business and industry. What they tried to 
pound into thick young heads can now be 
purchased in package form.”
   “About the lowest blow struck at the 
‘Keep Washington Green’ program 
was by Washington itself in using that 
weed-killing spray along our highways. 
Reminds us of dried-up California, and 
the fire hazards gives one the creeps.”
   “What our town needs is fewer houses 
but more homes, fewer residents but more 
citizens, fewer storekeepers and more 
merchants, fewer jobs but more positions. 
A live-wire community is primarily a state 
of mind.”
   “Arizona officials have found a town 
where most men have up to six wives. 
Their religion says that they must have 
at least two to get to heaven. The more 
wives, the more it will seem like heaven 
when they pass on.”
   “Truman is having taxing troubles. 
What was that he said about wanting to be 
a common citizen again?”

—July 30, 1953

   “Television is discarding faked laughter 
in the studio in hopes of getting real 
laughter in the homes. We’ll even have to 
do our own laughing from now on!”

—Aug. 6, 1953

   “They are now perfecting a machine 
to predict earthquakes. But like the 
mechanical brain, some darn fool human 
will probably spoil the results by trying to 
fit the predictions to his mentality.”
   “It isn’t that we mind so much what the 
government spends; it’s our hard-earned 
cash that they give away that makes us 
mad.”

Across
1. Indian martial art
6. Calculate astrologically
10. Exploitative type
14. Old war story
15. Unattractive tangelo?
16. Bad idea
17. Sugar ___
18. Happiness
20. Eton and Epstein, e.g.
22. Blonde shade
23. Vietnamese musical 
instrument
24. Relax
27. “My bad!”
30. For fear that
34. Rosary recital
37. Sharp
39. Post office department
41. For her and him
42. Interpretations
43. Fix firmly
44. Start of an idea
45. Congeal
46. Canal locale
48. Pie in the sky?
51. He leads a band
59. Large, flightless bird

60. Short musical piece
61. Greek earth goddess: 
var.
62. Ancient Andean
63. Fat
64. Tolkien creatures
65. Observer
66. Beats it

Down
1. Favor one side?
2. Banned orchard spray
3. Dwelling: var.
4. Confection
5. Bean products?
6. Die
7. Seasons
8. Is remiss
9. Church offering
10. Biblical connector
11. Music category
12. Expires
13. Beluga yield
19. H+, e.g.
21. Where the heart is
24. Hard to pin down
25. Media attraction
26. Photo finish?

28. Engine need
29. Man with a mission
30. Son of Jacob and Leah
31. Balances
32. Conductor Koussevitzky
33. Assignation
35. Entanglement
36. It may follow you
37. Go quiet
38. Maximum
40. Suffix with auction
44. Apple variety
46. Mania starter
47. Cliffside dwelling
49. “___ So Good,” 
Mangione song
50. Sight-related
51. Brand, in a way
52. Grand
53. Handwoven rugs
54. Riviera city
55. Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
“The Tale of ___ Saltan”
56. Insect stage
57. Trim to fit, maybe
58. Catsup and strawberry
59. Opposite of hence

Sudoku
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down, and each small 9-box square contains all of the numbers 
from one to nine.

*Solutions to both puzzles are on p. 39.

Crossword: “Pulling rank”

Funny as Facebook
   The following funnies were pulled verbatim from Facebook status updates in November.
• “I believe it is my right as an American to pelt any people with water balloons who are 

caught standing in line outside their favorite big box store on Thanksgiving Day. These 
pathetic cattle are the reason stores open earlier each year. Now, in the giant lumbering 
wisdom of corporate offices, store hours keep getting earlier to maximize sales made with 
greed-driven consumers out to save a few bucks by getting their door-buster deal on the 
crap we ship over from China. I hate you all and want to punch you in the head—which 
I will now have plenty of time to do because my family will be working on Thanksgiving 
Day.”

• “It’s that magical time of year again—when you order the 2014 inserts for your day 
planner.”

• “It’s too bad we didn’t get that $10,000 bonus, I was going to build the family an 
underground bunker. Not one like in the cold war, but one suited more for today’s fears—
you know, Liberals, unions, healthcare, and homeland security!”

• “[Love] the moment you call the church and they ask who they are speaking to and the 
lady goes, ‘Oh, yeah the one with the cool shoes.’ Well, then, I am known for my shoes! I 
think I need to get a few more pairs just for first impressions.”

• “The Hobbit: The Desolation of I Don’t Care.”
• “The guy who decided how to spell bologna was clearly in over his head.”
• “I hope that whoever I marry ... will sing in the house and to me quite often.”
• “Just in case your parents didn’t make it clear to you while you were growing up, I’m here 

to inform you that things will not always play out the way you want them to. There will be 
things that happen in your life that you will find unpleasant, disappointing, and frustrating. 
It’s your choice how you react to these difficult situations. Please choose wisely.”

• “On my run this morning I was thinking: If a cute old lady can push a shopping cart over 
the pass ... I can certainly run over to Winthrop this summer! ... Who is with me?”

Public Service Announcement By Stig Kristensen

Concrete Harold By Joyce Harris   “Too many folks are confusing getting happy with 
keeping happy. The bottle variety is very fleeting.”

—Aug. 13, 1953

   “With Congress adjourned the country is almost 
safe from harassment for a while. Nothing like 
a group of folks hired to mind somebody else’s 
business to keep a country on edge.”
   “There may be better ways to win wars than 
fighting with machinery and modern killing tools, 
but no one can deny that it needs less peace time to 
be ready for the next one.”
   “Nobody ever cares much about a loser, while the 
winner is deemed a hero. Good thing there are a lot 
of good losers or the record books would be full of 
dead heroes.”
   “One of the best ways to start an argument 
is to state your opinion loudly enough to be 
misunderstood by the guy at the end of the bar.”
   “Many a man has started out to make a name for 
himself and ended up giving it to some woman and a 
flock of kids.”
   “Add government to the French adage about the 
world: ‘The more it changes, the more it is the same 
thing.’”

—Aug. 20, 1953

   “Rainmakers are now able to also dispel clouds 
and provide sunshine. A government subsidy is now 
needed to provide guaranteed good weather for legal 
holidays.”
   “The Monroe reformatory riot cost the taxpayers 
$2 million. But we are happy to note that officials 
regard it a prank of high-spirited boys. It might have 
been serious, you know.”
   “Now that Kinsey has analyzed the human female 
in relation to the male, the battle of the sexes can 
continue on even terms. As if it ever was.”

—Aug. 27, 1953
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Editor’s note: This is the final monthly 
installment of a serialized story by award-
winning author and playwright Nicola 
Pearson of Sauk City.

   They convoyed from the crime scene 
to Barr Creek and arrived to find an older 
lady with salt and pepper hair and gentle 
brown eyes waiting for them at the side of 
the road.
   “Hi, Velma,” called Suleka, as she 
stepped out of the Nissan.
   Velma smiled and nodded at her friend, 
then smiled at Lange.
   “I’m Callum Lange,” he said, stretching 
his hand out in her direction.
   Velma was holding a tall walking pole, 
which she switched to her left hand so she 
could shake. “I know,” she said. “Suleka’s 
told me a lot about you. She says I need to 
tell you some hunting stories.”
   Lange’s interest perked immediately. 
“You have some?”
   “Not me. But my grandsons. Oh 
boy, they’ve got some doozies.” She 
laughed and looked past Lange. “Maybe 
I shouldn’t tell you in front of Frankie, 
though. Might get my boys in trouble.”
   Lange turned and saw Frankie Deller 
closing the door to her vehicle and 
walking toward them. “You know I think 
your grandsons are great, Velma. How’re 
they doing?”
   “Pretty good, thank you. Thanks for 
asking.” She paused and let her eyes 
wander to Deputy Collins and the man 
in cuffs he held by the arm. Lange saw 
incomprehension flick across her face 
but not judgment. She probably thought 
Bowlds looked like a nice young man. 
She blinked and looked back at Lange. 
“So you want to go through my property 
to that old east face trail up Sauk?” she 
asked.
   “If that’s okay,” he answered.
   “Uh huh. It’s uphill for about a quarter 
mile past these rocks,” she said, pointing 
to the flat-topped, moss-covered boulders, 
“before you get to Barr Creek. Then you’ll 
find an old gravel road that my family 
punched in years ago—it’s covered in duff 
now but you can feel it’s hard under the 
surface—and you take that for another 
half mile to the Sauk Mountain Trail.”
   “Do you know whose dog that is?” 
Lange asked, pointing up the road in the 
direction of the bark.
   “Yeah,” Velma admitted. “That’s my 
Moose. I think the fireworks last night 

really got to him.”
   “I’m guessing he’s on a chain?”
   She nodded. “A chain on a run.”
   “Would you mind letting him off?” 
asked Lange.
   Velma shrugged. “As long as he gets 
back to me and doesn’t go chasing off 
after some bear.”
   “We’ll get him back to you,” promised 
Lange.
   She smiled once more and walked away 
from them, up the road, limping hard on 
her right side.
   Lange didn’t tarry. He bounded across 
the boulders and started up a narrow trail 
that went past a hollow filled with ferns, 
moss, and dark green salal leaves, then 
leveled off alongside an unearthed tree 
stump that had created the hollow. Here 
he stopped, crouched down and scoured 
the land under the trees. The others were 
making their way up the trail to the 
rhythm of the dog’s constant bark, and 
Lange wished he could find what he was 
looking for before they reached him. He 
stood, preparing to step off the trail, and 
looked down. There it was!
   “Did you find it?” asked Detective 
Deller when she came up behind him. 
Collins was walking, with Bowlds behind 
her, and Suleka was in the rear.
   Lange pointed down, a few feet from 
where they were standing. “It’s right there. 
Under those cedar boughs.”
   Deller turned to Bowlds. “You were so 
sure we wouldn’t catch you, that’s all the 
trouble you took to hide your bike?”
   Bowlds didn’t bother to look. “That’s 
not my bike,” he said.
   And then the dog stopped barking.
   Everyone looked up, as if expecting it 
to begin again, but it didn’t. Instead there 
was silence for a few moments, followed 
by the heavy panting and grunting of a 
dog charging through the brush. When 
they finally saw the canine, through 
the trees, not 100 feet from where they 
all stood, Lange was surprised. He had 
expected Moose to be a big dog—a 
Mastiff or Rottweiler—but he was shorter 
and chunkier, like an Australian Shepherd. 
Lange kept his eyes on the grey and white 
mutt as he skidded to a halt just shy of the 
overturned stump and began turning in 
circles, snuffling frantically at the ground. 
When he found what he was looking 
for, he bounded forward, let out a yip of 
delight and bent to retrieve it.
   “No, Moose!” yelled Detective Deller.

The Case of the Barking Dog, part 12
By Nicola Pearson

   The dog stopped, lifted his head and 
cocked it to one side, looking through 
the trees at Deller with one blue and one 
brown eye. “Good dog,” she cooed. “Sit.”
Moose sat.
   Deller pulled an evidence bag out of 
her pants pocket and handed it to Deputy 
Collins. “Go get what he’s found,” she 
said.
   Collins opened his mouth as if to argue, 
then thought better of it. He shuffled 
past Bowlds and dropped down off the 
trail, making as wide a circle as he dared 
around the bicycle given the uneven 
terrain. He plowed his way noisily 
through the undergrowth, reached the dog, 
and stood staring down at the ground as if 
transfixed.
   “What is it?” Deller called out.
   “The knife.”
   “Well pick it up!”
   The sound of Collins’ adenoidal 
breathing filled the woods as he pulled 
the evidence bag over his right hand 
and leaned forward to pick up the knife. 
Moose bowed his head over his find and 
growled. Collins shot back upright. He 
paused, obviously wondering what to do 
next, and Moose sat back up, cocking his 
head inquisitively. Collins reached his 
right hand forward. When Moose didn’t 
move, Collins bent over quickly. But 
Moose was quicker. He bowed his head 
over the knife before Collins could reach 
it, bared his teeth, and growled again. 
The sheriff’s deputy stood back up and 
threw Detective Deller a pained look. 
Frankie rolled her eyes and sighed. She 
stepped forward, picked up a stick and 
tossed it into the woods above them. 
Moose immediately gave chase. Collins 
grabbed the knife and hightailed it 
clumsily back through the trees before the 
dog returned.
   “Take that down to the Explorer and 
call forensics to come and do their thing,” 
Deller told him when he reached the trail. 
Then she turned to Bowlds. “Now would 
be a good time to make a statement,” she 
informed him.
   “I was camped up at Sauk Lake last 
night,” he said simply.
   “Your tent was camped up at Sauk 
Lake,” corrected Lange. “And I expect 
you hung out in it until about 8 p.m., when 
you felt sure nobody else would arrive at 
the lake for the night. Then you made your 
way to the east face trail, which you’d 
learned about through your membership 
in Skagit Land Trust, hiked down to here 
in four or five hours, retrieved the bicycle 
that you’d hidden just like it is now, and 
biked over to your place to murder your 
wife. Once the deed was done, you cycled 
back here, hid the bike again, tossed the 

bloody knife into the woods, which the 
dog saw, or probably heard and smelled, 
and started barking to be let off the chain 
to retrieve it, while you hiked another 
four or five hours back up into the lake. It 
was a long, arduous night for you, which 
is why you were sleeping when Deputy 
Collins came to fetch you this afternoon.”
   “I don’t even know where the east face 
trail is,” shrugged Bowlds.
   “Oh but you do,” countered Lange. 
“And you have the seeds on your pants to 
prove it.” He nodded at Deller, who took 
Bowlds by the arm and started leading 
them further up the trail. Moose joined 
them, trotting alongside Deller with the 
stick in his mouth.
   They came to Barr Creek, which was 
gushing boisterously over the ledges in 
her bed, and found the old road Velma 
had told them about. This they followed 
through a grouping of skinny alder trees, 
evidence of a previous mudslide, to a 
shady glade where the unmaintained trail 
up Sauk began.
   “Wait!” said Lange and stepped ahead 
of Deller to observe the green growth 
that had taken over the old mule trail. 
He nodded at what he was seeing and 
then knelt down and slipped his right 
hand under a low-growing, triangular 
leaf, one of many on the trail. “This,” he 
said, “is Adenocaulon bicolor, so named 
because the top of the leaf is bright green 
while the underside,” he said, flipping 
the leaf over, “is silvery. Because it’s a 
large leaf on a weak stalk, it turns over 
easily when somebody walks past it.” He 
paused, letting go of the leaf and standing 
up. “The common name for this plant is 
Pathfinder because hikers can find their 
way back out of the woods if they follow 
the trail of leaves that they turned over on 
the way in.” Lange pointed at a silvery 
line running through the green growth on 
the side of the mountain, an indication 
of somebody having traveled this route 
recently. “It also has seeds that are said to 
‘trail’ hikers by sticking to the bottom of 
their pants when they walk through them.” 
He looked at Bowlds with his piercing 
blue eyes. “I don’t think we’re going to 
have any trouble proving you made this 
trek last night.”
   His pronouncement must have riled 
Bowlds because, in a single breath, the 
young man lost control of his calm and 
made it seem as if the skin on his face 
had peeled back to reveal the monster 
within. “You don’t know what it was 
like,” he spat, “living with that woman! 
That woman that had to have everything 
the way she wanted it! Down to the last, 
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Classifieds
MOVIES & EVENTS AT THE

HISTORIC CONCRETE THEATRE
WEEKEND MOVIE SCHEDULE:
Fri., 7:30 p.m.; Sat., 5 and 7:30 p.m.; 
Sun., 4 and 6:30 p.m.
TIX: $7 gen admission, $9 balcony, 
$6 over 65/under 12
24-hour MovieLine: 360.941.0403
www.concrete-theatre.com

EMPLOYMENT
Drivers wanted. Dave’s Towing. 360.853.7433.

Reporter, contract position. Concrete Herald 
seeks a competent writer to cover Concrete town 
government on a monthly basis, beginning January 
2014. Compensation will be based on attendance 
at all Town Council meetings, plus production of 
two articles per monthly issue. Interested persons 
should send resume, two journalism samples, and 
letter of interest to editor@concrete-herald.com. For 
more information on this position, call 360.853.8213 
or e-mail editor@concrete-herald.com.

EVENTS
Holiday Open House, Grassmere Village, 44574 
Hwy 20, Concrete. Dec. 14, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

FOR SALE
Hereford heifer calves, 500-600 lbs. 360.826.4703.

Wood-bricks firewood. Throw down your axe and 
saw. 100% wood bricks burn clean and hot. No more 
bugs, bark, or creosote. No more aching back. $220/
ton (90 / 22.5-lb bundles); $120/ 1/2 ton (45 / 22-lb. 
bundles). Fill up your car! Fill up your truck! Jump for 
joy—you’re in luck! Come in for your free sample. 
Pacific Rim Tonewoods, 38511 SR 20, Concrete. 
360.826.6101. Mon.–Thur., open 8 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Info 
at www.pacificrimtonewoods.com.

NOTICES

Town of Concrete
Surplus Property Sale

Bid Date 
November 15, 2013 to February 28, 2014 

Call for Sealed Bids
Town of Concrete

   Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be 
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Crossword solution, from p. 37

Sudoku solution, from p. 37

Barking Dog, cont. from p. 38

teeny-tiny, excruciating detail.” His 
chest heaved and an angry sob escaped 
unbidden from between his lips. “And 
then to discover that she was cheating on 
me ...!”
   Lange and Deller made eye contact; the 
10:30 p.m. visitor. They waited to see if 
he would say more, but Bowlds bit back 
his anger just as quickly as he had vented 
it, dropped his head and let himself be led 
away by Deller and Moose.
   Lange looked across at Suleka. Her eyes 
were glazed over as she stared off into 
nothingness.
   “It’s cool here,” she muttered.
   Lange nodded. “It’s in the shade.”
   She blinked across at him. “I think I 
might stay awhile.”
   He smiled, trying to draw the sadness 
out from inside her.
   “I guess I just don’t want to go home 
now that my husband’s not there to cook 
for,” she admitted.
   Lange started down the trail. “Talking of 
cooking,” he said. He stopped and looked 
back at Suleka. “I was thinking we might 
barbecue those steaks you got me from the 
Double O Ranch on the gas grill I set up 
next to my log pile.”
   “Do you have barbecue sauce?”
   “No, but I have other seasonings.” He 
turned and continued down the trail.
Suleka began to follow. “D’you need me 
to pick up some wine?”
   “I have whiskey.”
   She smiled and looked up at the sky. 
“Even better.”

To place a Classified ad, call 360.853.8213 or 
e-mail ads@concrete-herald.com. Ads are $5 per 
every 10 words, rounded up to the nearest 10. 
Payment is due at time of placement. Deadline 
for the January 2014 issue is Dec. 23.

received in the office of the Town Clerk-Treasurer, 
Town Hall, Concrete, WA, until 12:00 p.m. on 
February 28, 2014 for the following surplus item:

   45501 Main Street, Concrete, WA 98237.
   Parcel #106620 and Parcel #43708 Land Only 
   * Minimum Bid $22,000.00

   For a bid package on this property, please visit 
www.townofconcrete.com, call 360.853.8401 or 
email Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter at andreaf@
concretewa.gov. The person whose bid is selected 
must be able to pay all closing costs associated with 
this sale as well as the funds available to complete 
the purchase within sixty (60) days of bid opening 
or the property may be offered to the next highest 
bidder. This property is listed as is.
   The purchaser shall construct or place a structure 
on this property within two (2) years from the bid 
submittal deadline date or no later than February 
28, 2016. This date will assist the purchaser in the 
construction or placement of the structure while still 
meeting current local regulations as described in the 
bid package and will insure the purchaser will not 
have to pay town water and sewer utility connection 
fees.  
   The Town of Concrete reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids, waive information and sell the 
property at the best interest of the Town. Sealed 
Bids are to be sent to the Town Clerk-Treasurer, 
Surplus Bid 45501 Main Street, P.O. Box 39, 
Concrete, WA 98237 or hand delivered to 45672 
Main Street, Concrete, WA 98237 using the surplus 
bid form provided.
   Published in the December 2013 issue and the 
January and February 2014 issues of Concrete 
Herald. 

SERVICES
Eagles In Flight Motorcycle Sales and Service / Sissy 
Bar. 360.853.7000.
Gladys’ Upholstery Shop. Quality work, reasonable 
prices. 360.826.4848.
Headstones. Traditional & One-Of-A-Kind. 
TODD’S MONUMENTS, 360.708.0403.
www.toddsmonuments.com.

grow up to do. Malachi’s (4:2) prophecy 
is wrapped around words of light and life 
(John 1:4–5) in the hearts of those who 
receive him. Jesus preached and taught, 
healed the sick, and cast out demons. 
Silently he lay down his godly attributes 
(Philippians 2:5–11), lived a righteous 
life directed and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, and died for each person. He was 
born to prepare a new way of life for 
people. As God raised Jesus to save and 
to heal (the same word in the Greek New 
Testament), and to give new life, God 
gives people another chance to change 
their minds about the God whom they 
cannot see by following Jesus whom they 
can see (John 14:8–10).
   No Christmas present can match the 
gift God has given each person via Jesus. 
While the gifts are under the tree they may 
be beautiful with lovely paper and shiny 
ribbons, but they have to be opened to be 
enjoyed. When we open the present that 
God is giving us this Christmas, we will 
join the angels in singing, “Hark! The herald 
angels sing, Glory to the newborn King.”

Tom Ross is pastor of Mount Baker 
Presbyterian Church in Concrete.

Sunday School, cont. from p. 30

Letters, cont. from p. 2

   All but one of our 27 amendments to 
the Constitution have been ratified by 
state legislatures. It’s critical that our 
state legislature knows that there is strong 
grassroots support to overturn Citizens 
United. That is why it is so important for 
every city council in Skagit County to 
pass a nonbinding resolution calling for 
an amendment to the U.S. Constitution to 
overturn Citizens United.

Gail Nicolls
Anacortes

Not advertising in Concrete 
Herald is like

winking in the dark*

*You’re the only one who 
knows what you’re doing.

Call 360.853.8213 today to 
be seen in Concrete Herald.

Continue the cycle
Please 
recycle this 
newspaper
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Awarded for Patient Safety
One of only 16 Washington state 
hospitals recognized

An exceptional commitment to patient 
safety earned United General Hospital 
the 2013 Washington State Hospital 
Association’s “Safe Care in Action” 
award. Through our participation in the 
Partnership for Patients national initiative, 
we successfully reduced patient harm in 10 
key areas.

Recertification of our 
Medical Fitness Center
One of only 300 certified facilities 
in the nation

The Medical Fitness Center at United 
General was the first such facility to be 
certified in Washington State. Today, we 
are one of only three in the state and one 
of 300 in the nation. This certification 
means we have undergone an in-depth 
facility review and met the highest 
standards in the industry. 

Prestigious Award for 
Volunteer Excellence
One of only four programs 
recognized nationwide

The dedication of our volunteers was 
recognized by the American Hospital 
Association (AHA), making The Landing 
a recipient of the 2013 AHA Awards for 
Volunteer Excellence.

2000 Hospital Dr., Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284  •  (360) 856-6021  •  www.unitedgeneral.org

Award-Winning Care,
Close to Where You Live

As your community hospital, we are 
proud to offer personal attention 
and unique services for you and your 
family. Look to United General 
Hospital for one-of-a-kind care.


