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Petersoh Vows;‘to‘ Conﬁnue' |
Battle to Preserve N.S.H..

Concrete’s Slate Senator Low-
ell Peterson has pledged to car-
ry the batlle to preserve North-
ern State Hospital to the senate
in an attempt to over-ride Gov-
ernor Daniel J. Evans decision
to close the institution: along
with four others in what the
governor calls an economy
move.

Senator Pelersnn called on
other Democratic legislators to
inspect the various facilities
faced with closure to ascertain
true facis in each institution.

“1 cannot help but feel that
Governor Evans has been ill
advised by his director of insti-
tutions, Dr. William R. Conte,
particularly in closure of N
ern State Hospital,” Peterson
said. ‘“Dr. Conte's actlons as
far back as January of 1
have . Indicaled- he . held: uwe
support for Northern State.

“It i8 my feeling that if Dr.
Conte has so mis-informed the
governor on the operational pic-
ture of Nerthern State he may
well have done the same to the
other Institutions involved,” Sen-
ator Pelerson continued, “If
this is a case of the right hand
not knowing what the left hand
is doing, a full scdle investiga-
tion Is warranted.”

Governor Evans announced
Tuesday of this week that five
institutions, including the state
mental_hospital in Sedro Wool-

" ley, will be closed July 1.

Although the governor has the-
power to cut funds or close in-
stitutions, the legislature could
change the planned closures af-
ter it meets in January by pro-
viding funds to keep them open.
If the Iemslaturc ignores the
ﬁovernor s request to close the

ospital and establishes funds
for its operation in the budget,
the measure will go to Evans
who then has the option of a
proving the budget as a whole
or vetoing any individual item

Evans said he regretted that
news of the impending closures
leaked out last week after he
had told legislators but before
ggrsonnel of the institutiong had

en told, Evans sald he decid-
ed on closur¢ of Norihern rath-
er than Western State Hospital
near Tacoma because Western
has a greater capacity and is
closer to major population cen~

Skaglt Chambers of Com-
merce are urging’ that all area
residents write to the :{ovemor
protesting his plan for the hos-
pital closure here
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