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Retired coach Jim Stinson of Spokane has compiled a history of Washington’s “B” 
basketball tournament from 1931–2010.

Tales of B tournaments
   Jim Stinson has written a book that 
should find a home with every Class 
B basketball tournament-loving sports 
enthusiast in Washington.

   The retired coach and educator recently 
published Remembering the B, a 464-page 
tome that includes scores, stories, and 
stats from the 2,622 games played in the 

tournament from 1931 to 2010.
   Merry Christmas, sports fans.

See B Tournament, p. 23



Editorial
Crime-stopping 101: Call 911
   In March, Concrete Herald received an e-mail from a vigilant citizen who reported 
being told of unlawful activity in Concrete Town Center. Public urination, sexual 
conduct within public view—the sort of behavior that law enforcement frowns upon. 
When questioned whether he knew if the activity had been reported to Skagit County 
Sheriff’s Office (SCSO), the citizen responded that likely only one occurrence had been 
reported.
   Town of Concrete contracts with SCSO, paying $231,138 in 2012 for 80 hours of 
10-minute response time every week. Five deputies cycle through the East Detachment 
in Concrete during every 24-hour period. Granted, they cover a large area—Lyman to 
Newhalem—but they are paid to respond rapidly to in-town incidents when they occur, 
provided they are not on a priority call (actively engaged in, say, thwarting a burglary).
   Like the rest of us, however, the Sheriff’s deputies aren’t mind readers. They can’t 
deal with unlawful activity unless we citizens call 911 and report it.
   That number—911—is to be used regardless of whether a situation is an emergency. 
Don’t be daunted by the 911 operator answering with “911, what is your emergency?” 
Just start talking. Note the location of the incident; the activity; when the incident 
occurred; the number of people involved; whether they’re male or female; approximate 
height and weight; their race; their vehicle make, model, and color; their vehicle license 
plate—absolutely every bit of information you can pass along may be helpful.
   Fear of retribution is one of the first excuses people use for refusing to report illegal 
activity, but it isn’t a factor: You can remain anonymous while reporting.
   And don’t fool yourself into thinking that nothing will come of reporting unlawful 
activity. While it’s true that sometimes deputies have little to use in their follow-up 
efforts, at the very least your reporting a crime will keep them informed and more aware 
of possible future activity of the same nature in a given location.
   The next time you witness unlawful behavior in Concrete or anywhere else in the 
upper Skagit valley, find a phone and call it in. It’s the right thing to do, and it’s one of 
the best ways to improve our quality of life here.

—J. K. M.
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Opinion

Letters policy
Letters of 200 words or fewer may be e-mailed 
to letters@concrete-herald.com or sent to 
Concrete Herald, P.O. Box 682, Concrete, WA 
98237. Writers must include their name and town 
or community for publication, plus a daytime 
telephone number for confirmation purposes. 
Concrete Herald reserves the right to edit letters 
for length, clarity, accuracy, spelling, grammar, 
and potentially libelous statements. So be nice.

Letters to the editor
Editorial, article ‘way off mark’
   Your recent editorial and article about 
the fly-in insurance was way off the mark. 
I see a huge conflict of interest on your 
part, as editorial writer, reporter, and 
politician. When you lose a vote 4 to 1, 
it’s childish and smells of “sore loser” 
to claim you were bullied and insulted. 
To then turn around and write a snarky, 
condescending editorial and article was 
completely inappropriate. And the whole 
thing makes your assertion that “I love the 
fly-in, etc., etc.” sound rather hollow.
   You speak of the fly-in “organizers” 
as if they were millionaires sponsoring 
a Rolling Stones concert. Nothing could 
be farther from the truth. Jack Mears, 
Larry Mitchell, and Jim Jenkins are 
volunteers who don’t make a dime. They 
are doing it for the love of the airport 
and the community. I’ve been involved 
at the airport for more than 20 years. 
I’ve watched these guys pull it out of the 
weeds and turn it into one of the finest 
small airports in western North America. 
They haven’t done it by waiting for some 
out-of-town attorney to tell them when it’s 
safe to get out of bed and use the potty. If 
that’s going to be your approach to airport 
issues on the city council, then don’t be 
surprised when you get a big push-back 
from everyone in the upper valley who 
knows what a tremendous asset the airport 
and the fly-in have been and will continue 
to be to our community.

John Scurlock
Hangar 15, Mears Field

Concrete

Thanks to Ed Rogge, Concrete 
Lions Club
   The Concrete Early Learning Center 
thanks Ed Rogge and the Concrete Lions 
Club for their generosity with donations 
of materials and labor for a beautiful new 

deck added to our covered area. They 
have made it possible for the preschool 
children in our community to have a 
clean and dry place to play outdoors. The 
children are able to use the area in many 
more ways than when it was gravel and 
mud. We thank you with all our hearts.

Charisse Scheer, family service specialist
Concrete Center

www.concrete-herald.com
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Corrections
   The March issue of Concrete Herald 
incorrectly stated that monetary prizes 
would be given to some winners of the 
Cement City Trail Run on April 21. The 
event is a fundraiser; no cash prizes will 
be awarded.

Gold Nugget Jewelry & Loan 
5th Anniversary Celebration! 

 

                             Customer Appreciation Day 
                                          Friday April 13, 2012           YOU are why we are still selling, loaning, and having fun! 

  Selected Jewelry 50% Off! 
  Selected Guitars 50% Off! 
  Selected Sporting Goods 50% Off! 
  Selected Tools 50% Off!   
  All Other Items 15% Off!  
 (excluding coins, firearms & ammo)  

   Join us for Coffee & Snacks ~ Enter to Win a   
     $50.00 Gift Certificate from GNJL! 

Located at the 4-Way stop on Hwy 530 & Mt. Loop Hwy in Darrington 
Winter Hours:    Mon-Fri 10-6     Sat 10-5 

360-436-1029 
Web Site: GoldNuggetPawnShop.com 

Check out our weekly specials on Facebook! 

NO   TH CASCADE
QUICK LUBE

360.855.0418

*Valid only with coupon. Excludes other discounts or coupons. 
Limit one coupon per customer. Expires May 2, 2012.

205 Township St., Sedro-Woolley
(next to Dairy Queen)

Get Your Next Oil Change From One Of Our
Fast, Friendly & Qualified Technicians

$12 Off
Total Intake System  

Cleaner  Service,  
plus $15 mail-in rebate!

Concrete Theatre faces $50K digital 
upgrade challenge

Area preschool children now have a deck 
beneath the covered area at Concrete 
Early Learning Center near Concrete 
Elementary School, thanks to Concrete 
Lions Club and local cedar man Ed Rogge.
Submitted photo.

PSE’s Lake Shannon 
boat ramp will open 
for 2012 fishing 
season
   CONCRETE — PSE announced March 
30 that ongoing construction of its fish-
passage facility next to its public boat 
ramp at Lake Shannon won’t prevent 
anglers from launching their boats there 
during the 2012 sport-fishing season.
   The utility’s boat ramp, located off 
Baker River Rd. along the southeast 
shore of Lake Shannon, will remain open 
to anglers throughout the fishing season 
despite the nearby construction activity, 
said Pam Garland, PSE recreation and 
license administrator for the Baker River 
Hydroelectric Project. To ensure public 
safety, Garland added, fishing from shore 
won’t be allowed this year inside a log 

boom just south of the boat ramp.
   The 2012 season for Western 
Washington lake fishing opens April 28.
   PSE is in the process of constructing a 
replacement for its decades-old “floating 
surface collector” on Lake Shannon. The 
new facility—similar to the Baker Lake 
fish collector PSE completed in 2008 
behind Upper Baker Dam—is designed 
to vastly improve the collection of young 
fish for downstream transport by “water 
taxi” around Lower Baker Dam.
   A higher outmigration of juvenile 
salmon typically produces a higher return 
of adult salmon once the juveniles have 
matured in the ocean. The two largest 
Baker River sockeye-salmon runs in 
history have occurred after completion of 
the Baker Lake floating surface collector.
   The new Lake Shannon fish collector 
is scheduled to be operational by spring 
2013.

—Submitted by PSE

   Reopening Concrete Theatre in February 
2010 was challenging enough for owners 
Val Stafford and Fred West. Now, a film 
industry shift to digital-only movies has 
the potential to close the theater for good.
   Stafford and West have learned that 
sometime in 2013, all movie studios will 
provide movies only in digital format. 
In other words, Concrete Theatre’s 1943 
Christie film projector will be as useless 
as a one-ton paperweight.
   “Digital is a great idea—I’m all for it—
but it spells the end for smaller theaters 
like us,” said Stafford.
   That’s because the price tag for a digital 
projector runs from $50,000 to $80,000, a 
cost far too great to absorb for most small, 
one-screen theaters like Concrete Theatre.
   Built in 1923, Concrete Theatre will 
celebrate its 90th birthday in 2013. “That 
building is constantly needing stuff,” said 
Stafford. “We need to upgrade the heating 
system, for example. It’s pretty daunting 
to think about coming up with another 
$50,000 to keep it open.”
Save the theater
   Stafford and West have begun 
discussions with community members, 

looking to identify all their options. A 
brainstorming session is scheduled for 
Thur., April 26, at 7 p.m. at the theater. 
Anyone who wants to keep the theater 
open is welcome to attend. “We’re looking 
at fundraisers, grants, loans ... there might 
be something out there,” said Stafford.
   West has opened a “Projector Fund” 
account at Columbia Bank in Concrete. 
Anyone wishing to donate to that fund can 
send a check payable to Concrete Theatre 
(write “projector fund” on the memo line) 
to:
   Concrete Theatre
   P.O. Box 954
   Concrete, WA 98237
   The strategy is not without precedent. 
In 2009, Concrete Herald publisher Jason 
Miller held a fundraising campaign to 
bring back the hometown newspaper. He 
raised $10,000 in nine months for that 
private business, which marks its third 
year back with this issue.
   Stafford continues to solicit fundraising 
ideas, which may be e-mailed to valerie@
concrete-theatre.com or left on the voice 
mail at 360.941.0403.

—J. K. M.

Concrete water 
must be metered 
by 2017
   A 2003 state law could force Town of 
Concrete to spend hundreds of thousands 
of dollars by 2017 in order to bring parts 
of its water system into compliance.
   The Municipal Water Law includes a 
Water Use Efficiency (WUE) Rule that 
requires municipal water suppliers to:
• Publicly establish water savings goals 

for their customers.
• Develop a WUE planning program to 

support the established goals.
• Install meters on all customer 

connections by January 22, 2017.
• Achieve a standard of no more than 

10 percent water loss.
   That third item—meter installation—
has Concrete officials worried. Most of 
its commercial water users have meters 
on their lines, but the town will have to 
install meters on more than 300 residential 
users by the January 2017 deadline.
   The cost of doing so will be above 
Concrete’s means, said Public Works 
Director Alan Wilkins. “It depends on the 
system we go with, but a high estimate 
would be $500 per installation for parts 
and labor. Low end would be $250 per 
installation.”
   That works out to $75,000 to 
$150,000—a figure that could easily rise 
to more than $200,000, depending on 
what Public Works employees find when 
they attempt to install each meter.
   “It will depend on the line; every 

installation could be different,” said 
Wilkins. “A handful of lines are inferior 
and will have to be repaired before a 
meter can be placed. I could see the price 
tag going to $300,000 to $500,000 easily.”
   Funding such an effort will be a 
challenge too, since grants for municipal 
water systems are hard to come by, and 
most require towns to be charging water 
users a specific amount for the service—
an amount that Concrete users currently 
fall below.
   Concrete has required meters for new 
construction during the past two years, 
and is examining its options for meter 
brands to install during the townwide 
installations. One challenge is matching 
the meters’ software to the town’s existing 
accounting software, so the meters on 
new construction are a brand that allows 
for retrofits and flexibility with regard to 
operating software.
   The clock is ticking and there’s no 
dodging the rule, said Wilkins. Any 
community water system that serves at 
least 15 residential service connections 
must comply with the WUE Rule. Town 
of Lyman is ahead of the game, having 
installed 208 meters on its residential 
customers’ lines in 2004.
   “The meters will allow Concrete to 
monitor how much water everybody 
uses, and how much water we put into 
the system,” said Wilkins. “We find the 
difference between the two, and that tells 
us how much loss we have. We’ll have to 
reduce or eliminate that loss. Essentially, 
we’ll eventually have to account for every 
drop of water we use.”

—J. K. M.
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Parks Committee to hold 
brainstorming session 
for new park design
   Concrete Parks Committee will host a 
brainstorming meeting to gather ideas for 
the design and name of a new park to be 
developed in the area of the June Alley/
Division St. landslide area in Concrete.
   The brainstorming session will be held 
at Town Hall on Mon., April 9, at 6 p.m. 
Ideas will be gathered and then discussed 
by the Parks Committee and Town Council.
   Questions should be directed to 
Parks Committee Chair Jason Miller at 
goodwords@frontier.com or 360.853.8213.

Next steps coming
for Superior Building
   Concrete Town Council will soon 
have an opportunity to decide whether the 
former Superior Cement Co. administrative 
building on Main St. is worth renovating.
   During its March meeting, the town’s 
Historic Preservation and Landmarks 
Commission reviewed the feasibility 
report produced by architectural firm The 
Johnson Partnership in Seattle, which 
detailed the building’s history and its 
current structural state. The commission 
will meet again April 10 to check the 
changes it had suggested to the TJP 
document and discuss what course of 
action it will recommend to Concrete 
Town Council.
   “Right now it seems the priority would 
be to put a roof over the structure and 
weatherize it, rather than start any type 
of renovation,” said HPLC Chair Eric 
Archuletta. “If we don’t keep the weather 
out, it will further deteriorate while we’re 
trying to figure out what we’re going to do.”
   The HPLC will present its recommen-
dations to the council in April or May.

Fly-in appears 
to be a go
   March was a rollercoaster ride for Town 
of Concrete officials as the future of this 
year’s North Cascades Vintage Fly-in 
moved from certain to doubtful, then back 
to probable.
   Questions earlier this year surrounding 
insurance for the event and who should 
pay for that coverage prompted a Feb. 
29 special council meeting. During that 
meeting the council voted to instruct the 
town’s airport insurance carrier, Ebco 
Aviation Underwriters, to endorse the 
fly-in. Town attorney David Day advised 
the council that it would be wise to draw 
up a “simple contract” between the town 
and the fly-in organizers, which would 
delineate where the town’s coverage ended 
and the event organizers’ should begin.
   Day asked fly-in organizer Jim Jenkins 
if he would be amenable to that, and 
Jenkins agreed. The event’s other orga-
nizer, Larry Mitchell, was not present at 
the Feb. 29 meeting.
   During the March 12 regular council 
meeting, the fly-in contract was again 

discussed with Jenkins. This time Day 
mentioned that he had been in contact 
with the attorney for the Skagit Aero 
Education Museum, which Jenkins 
manages. Day and the council members 
believed that the contract would be 
between the town and the museum.
   Jenkins denied this, saying the museum 
was not associated with the fly-in. He 
also stated he, personally, would not sign 
a contract with the town, and added, “I 
guess there won’t be a fly-in.”
   The council deliberated on which 
entity would enter into the agreement 
with the town, a discussion that was 
further complicated by the fact that the 
fly-in organizers had not submitted an 
event application to the town. As of April 
2, the town still had not received that 
application.
   The tone of the meeting grew tense. At 
one point, Jenkins uttered an expletive and 
Mayor Judd Wilson asked him to leave.
   After further discussion, the council 
decided to continue on the same course, 
directing Day to finish work on the 
contract so that Jenkins could take a look 
at it and see if he was willing to sign it.
   The council’s regular meeting on March 

26 didn’t bring much good news. Airport 
representative and council member Jack 
Mears reported that Jenkins had not 
returned his calls, but it was learned that 
the museum’s decision-maker, Jim Ladd, 
had been made aware of the situation. 
Ladd is the son-in-law of Harold Hanson, 
who founded the museum. Ladd also is 
the executor of Hanson’s estate.
   Wilson spoke with Ladd during the 
week of March 26, and said Ladd told 
him that he and the museum’s attorney 
were looking over the contract and were 
likely to sign it. Wilson said the museum’s 
board of directors also was reviewing the 
contract.
   “[Ladd] was very positive,” said Wilson.
   The Concrete fly-in has a 28-year 
history, but last year the town learned that 
its airport insurance policy didn’t cover 
events. The town’s policy that all event-
holders provide their own insurance led 
to a council discussion over whether the 
town should, in this case, add the event to 
its insurance policy.
   This year’s fly-in is scheduled for July 
27–29. It will run concurrently with the 
Cement City Street Fair.

—J. K. M.

KSVU needs you
By Christie Fairchild

   As KSVU 90.1 FM becomes more 
familiar to upper Skagit residents, both 
the “needs” and the “wants” of our 
communities served are critical for the 
station to address. Supported by the 
“mother ship” KSVR during the past three 
years of development, the Concrete studio 
recently celebrated its first anniversary of 
local broadcasting. However, that financial 
support won’t last much longer, and we, 
the communities of the upper Skagit, need 
to take hold of the reins and ride.
   In order to do that, more volunteers 
are needed to help us achieve the goal of 
having a fully local community station.
   Right now it costs us about $1,000 
per month to operate, including rent 
and utilities for the studio, and the 
broadcasting tower lease. Equipment 
has all been donated, as has expertise 
and support from KSVR at Skagit Valley 
College, and all staff are local volunteers.  
“Underwriting” from businesses and 
individuals is especially needed. For a 
mere $100 donation, for example, your 
business or concern can receive up to 20 
spots of airtime support on the radio—
only $5 a pop! Or a membership, at $25 
per year, can help support this station’s 
goal of celebrating our lives and our 

home—that’s only $2.08 per month. For 
this, you’ll hear local, national, and world 
news, local music hosts playing your 
favorite tunes, some of the highest quality 
syndicated shows, local interviews, 
local school and community events, and 
whatever else you need/want—just tell 
us. We now have a phone at the Concrete 
studio, Portable B, behind the Elementary 
School: 360.853.8588, or log on to our 
Web site at www.ksvu.org, or e-mail 
us at mail@ksvu.org. Other options 
include calling the KSVR/KSVR General 
Manager , Rip Robbins, at the college: 
360.416.7001.
   What do we need? People who have 
any interest in helping this valuable 
community service stay alive. Anyone 
who might have an hour or two to share 
each week to:
• Answer phones and/or reply to phone 

messages
• Learn to be a recording engineer or 

do interviews
• Be available to help with technical, 

electrical, and computer issues
• Host a music show (right now we 

need one or two more classical 
aficionados, as well as alternative 
pop/rock/bluegrass/folk hosts)

• Become a member
   April 16–20 marks our first on-air 
membership drive, where you can pledge 
your financial support or make a gift of 

a membership to another. In addition to 
receiving the gift of your own local radio 
station, we will send you a Don Smith 
custom-designed “KSVU, 90.1 FM, 
Upriver Radio” bumper sticker.
   In addition, our first annual Spring Fling 
Dance and Potluck will be held at the 
Marblemount Community Hall on Sat., 
April 28. Live local musicians, square 
and/or contra dancing, as well as some 
hot Cajun tunes will entertain us from 7 
to 10 p.m., with dinner from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Suggested admission is $5 per person 
or only $10 per family, but no one will 
be turned away for lack of funds. Just 
bring what you can. In addition, KSVU 
membership sign-ups will be available at 
the event, with your admission going to 
the pledge total.
   And don’t forget our free, weekly 
training offerings at the Concrete studio 
from 1 to 4 p.m. every Wednesday. No 
appointment necessary.
   Last, we host monthly, open community 
meetings at the studio on the last Thursday 
of every month. These get-togethers are 
not only fun, but critical to the creation 
and development of our own, local station, 
KSVU, 90.1 FM, Upriver Radio.
   Please join us when you can. We need 
you!

Christie Fairchild is a volunteer for KSVU 
90.1 FM.

Mon. - Sat. 10:30 - 6, Sun. 11 - 4

Northwest’s Finest Seafood

360.707.CRAB (2722)

Toll-free: 866.707.2722

Dungeness Crab sandwiches, halibut or prawn 
tacos, Washington’s best oyster burgers,  

homemade clam chowder, oyster shooters.

18042 Highway 20, Burlington, WA 98233

Local Puget Sound Shrimp Daily!

Dungeness Crab ~ Oysters ~ Fresh Fish ~ Mussels 
Shrimp ~ Scallops  ~ Clams ~ Smoked Fish
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   Concrete Town Council met for regular 
meetings March 12 and 26. Following are 
summaries of those meetings. Complete 
minutes for every council meeting are 
posted on the town’s Web site at www.
townofconcrete.com/cminutes.php.

March 12
• Town of Concrete received a letter 

from Columbia Bank, requesting that 
water service for fire suppression 
be reinstated at the Hi. Lo. Country 
Hotel. Mayor Wilson stated the fire 
suppression line is currently on, but 
the regular water service had been 
terminated due to nonpayment. 
   David Day stated this is completely 
a council decision, adding that he 
knows the bank will pay the balance.
Discussion ensued regarding why the 
bank would need the water on at this 
time as the property currently is going 
through the foreclosure process. 
   It was the consensus of the 
council to send written notification 
to Columbia Bank agreeing to turn 
water service on at the property 
located at 45909 Main Street with the 
understanding that Columbia Bank 
shall assume all responsibility and 
also pay the current balance, along 
with future billings for this account 
until such time as there are new 
owners of this property.

• Jason Miller requested information 
regarding Miechelle Herrera’s home 
that burned on Main Street and what 
is being done with it. Andrea Fichter 
stated Herrera had submitted an 
extension request while she is trying 
to find a buyer. Fichter reported 
the bank had paid off the loan only 
and had not left her enough money 
to demolish or rebuild. Mayor 
Wilson also stated he believes that 
someone is currently in the process 
of purchasing this property from 
Herrera.

• Miller also inquired about the gravel 
pile still located on Jack Clifton’s 
property and what the town is doing 
about that. David Day reported he 
will do more research on the validity 
of the town’s ordinances and report 
back with options. 

• Jack Mears questioned if the fly-in 
insurance issues had been resolved. It 
was stated this was all determined and 
decided at the special meeting. Day 
stated he is working on the agreement 
and had contacted the museum’s 
attorney to discuss the agreement. 
   Audience member Jim Jenkins 

Council summary

By J. K. M.

   SW Community Troop Support is 
accepting early registrations for its 3rd 
Annual Yellow Ribbon Poker Run on Sat., 
July 28. The first 50 paid registrations 
will receive a special gift bag. Cost is 
$20 for rider/bike and $15 for passenger. 
Registration cost includes breakfast from 
Hottie Tottie’s Deli, lunch from The Sissy 
Bar at our end party at Eagles in Flight in 
Concrete, and live entertainment provided 
by Paid N Full. The group also seeks 
donations for its prize table from local 
individuals and businesses. To register, 
donate, or for more information, go to 
www.swcommunitytroopsupport.com or 
www.facebook.com/swcts.
   SW Community Troop Support also is 
looking for people who want to join its 
writing team to write to troops serving 
overseas. The offer is for all ages and 
doesn’t require a strict quota. For more 
information or to sign up, send an e-mail 
to swctsgroup@gmail.com or go to www.
facebook.com/swcts.
   April brings Easter Egg Hunts, some 
of which are more equal than others. The 
three hunts that I’ve been made aware of 
are all on April 7:
   Lyman Community Easter Egg 
Hunt at Lyman Elementary School at 
10 a.m. Bring your own basket and feel 
free to donate to the cause by calling 
360.826.4039.
   Concrete Lions Club’s Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt will be held at 1 p.m. at Concrete 
Elementary School, rain or shine.
   At 1:30 p.m., head over to the Ovenell’s 
Heritage Inn Easter Egg Hunt, which 
will start after the Lions Club hunt. For 
more information, call 360.853.8494 
or e-mail them at breakfast@ovenells-
inn.com. Ovenell’s is located at 46276 
Concrete Sauk Valley Road, near 
Concrete.
   Run for Your Mum, sponsored by 
Pregnancy Choices, will be held Sat., May 
12. The fundraising event is designed 
to honor mothers, say event organizers. 
Upper Valley citizens can head to Silo 
Park in Concrete to enjoy the event, which 
will begin at 3 p.m. For more information, 
go to www.runforyourmum.com.
   A free Medicare insurance 
informational seminar will be held Wed., 
April 4, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the East 
County Resource Center in Concrete. For 
more information, call 866.733.5111.

stated the museum is not associated 
with the fly-in. Day stated he was 
working on the agreement that he 
believed to be between the town and 
the museum, which he assumed was 
the event holder. Jenkins stated he 
was wrong in his assumption and 
maybe there will not be a fly-in. 
   Mayor Wilson, council members, 
and Day expressed concern and 
confusion regarding discussions 
held at the last meeting where the 
agreement was discussed and Jenkins 
had agreed to sign the agreement. 
   Jenkins began muttering and 
speaking inappropriate words from 
the audience area. Mayor Wilson 
asked Jenkins to leave the meeting. 
Jenkins left the meeting. 
   Further discussion ensued regarding 
the agreement for the fly-in and 
what the position of the town is 
now. All council members expressed 
their confusion regarding Jenkins’ 
comments this evening and how they 
differed from the comments made 
and agreed to at the Feb. 29 meeting. 
Further discussion ensued regarding 
getting the agreement ready and 
presenting it to Jenkins to see if he’s 
agreeable. 

March 26
• Unlawful activity in Concrete Town 

Center was discussed, including 
public urination and sexual conduct 
within the public view. Councilman 
Miller questioned if the emphasis 
patrols that were being conducted by 
the Sheriff’s deputies had declined. 
   Sergeant Clark stated that calls 
have declined considerably, but the 
emphasis patrols are still in effect. 
He reported on a smoking ticket that 
had been issued recently. He also 
explained the deputies’ schedule and 
how many deputies are on at certain 
times. He also stated that for them to 
be able to respond to those types of 
incidents, they need to be reported.

•    It was stated the Model building is 
being used for some of the incidents 
reported above. Audience member 
John Boggs stated the boards on the 
windows are not secured and people 
are able to get access to the inside of 
the building. Fichter will write a letter 
to the building owner so they are 
aware of the loose boards.

• Regarding the fly-in situation, Jack 
Mears stated he has nothing new to 
report. He stated he has tried to get 
ahold of the organizers without any 

Easter services
and events

April
5 Mt. Baker Presbyterian Church
 Maundy Thursday potluck at 6 p.m.
 Worship at 7 p.m.
 45705 Main St., Concrete
5 Community Covenant of Clear Lake
 Maundy Thursday service, 7 p.m.
 12605 Hwy 9, Clear Lake 360.856.1023
5 Easter Cantata presented by
 Community Bible Church choir
 Concrete Theatre, Concrete Town Center
 7 p.m., free admission
6 Community Covenant of Clear Lake
 Good Friday service, 7 p.m.
 12605 Hwy 9, Clear Lake 360.856.1023
6 Day Creek Chapel Good Friday 
 Remembrance and Communion, 7 p.m.
7 Lyman Community Easter Egg Hunt
 Lyman Elementary School, 10 a.m.
 (Bring your own basket)
 Donations welcome; 360.826.4039
7 Darrington Easter Egg Hunt
 Harold Engles Memorial Park, 1006
 Cascade St., Darrington, 1 to 2 p.m.
 360.436.0308
7 Concrete Lions Club Easter Egg Hunt
 Concrete Elementary School, 1 p.m.
7 Ovenell’s Heritage Inn Easter Egg Hunt
 46276 Concrete Sauk Valley Rd.
 1:30 p.m. (after the Lions Club hunt)
 360.853.8494 or www.ovenells-inn.com
8 Mt. Baker Presbyterian Church
 Easter worship at 9 a.m.
 Brunch at 11 a.m.
 45705 Main St., Concrete
8 Day Creek Chapel Easter Celebration
 service, 10 a.m.
8 Easter Community Sunrise Service
 St. Martin/St. Francis Episcopal Church,
 Conrad Rd., Rockport, 6 a.m.
8 Free Continental breakfast, 9 a.m.
 Easter Cantata, 10 a.m.
    (nursery provided)
 Community Bible Church
 45672 Limestone, Concrete
8 Worship service, 10 a.m.
 Concrete Assembly of God
 45734 Main St., Concrete
8 Easter Brunch, 8:45 a.m.
 Easter Service at 10 a.m.
 Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
 46372 East Main St., Concrete
8 Community Covenant of Clear Lake
 Easter services, 9:30 and 11 a.m.
 12605 Hwy 9, Clear Lake 360.856.1023
8 First Baptist Church of  Clear Lake:
 Sunrise service at Clear Lake Swim 
 Beach at 7 a.m., followed by breakfast 
 at the church for those at the sunrise 
 service. No Sunday School or Bible 
 Study. Morning Worship at 11 a.m.
 No afternoon or evening service.
 12732 Hemlock Street, Clear Lake
 360.856.2767 See Council Summary, p. 30
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Sports
   A star fastpitch player for Concrete has 
come home, taking over as head coach of 
the Lady Lions fastpitch team after former 
coach Don Beazizo left at the end of last 
season.
   Britt Howell, CHS class of 2007, played 
all four years of her high school career 
and went to state with her teammates in 
2005, capturing second place; 2006, 4th 
place; and 2007, when Concrete took 
home the state championship.
   Howell’s post-season play included one 
year at East Carolina University in North 
Carolina and three years at Presbyterian 
College in South Carolina. From May to 
September 2011, she played “a little bit of 
everything” for the Zurich Challengers in 
Zurich, Switzerland.
   Concrete fastpitch fans can rest assured 
our players are in good hands this year.
   Howell began substitute teaching last 
fall and when the head coach position 
opened up, she decided she’d throw her 
hat in the ring. With her father, Kelly 
Howell, as assistant coach and returning 
volunteer assistant Dan Pringle, Howell 
has begun molding this year’s players into 
winners.
   “We’re building these girls from the 
ground up,” said Howell. “It’s nice to 
see them catch on. It’s more work than I 
expected, but worth it in the end for sure.”

March games
   As of March 31, the team’s overall 
record stood at 4–3,  with a 3–2 record in 
league play.
   The month opened with a 23–3 loss to 
Coupeville on March 10. Shaky pitching 
contributed to several walks that drove up 
Coupeville’s scorecard. “If you cut out the 
walks, though, our hits were comparable,” 
said Howell. “We almost matched them in 
hits; that was pretty great. Nobody hung 
their head, nobody gave up, kept playing 
hard the whole game.”
   A March 21 doubleheader at Darrington 
found Concrete on top 13–12 and 24–6, 
although only the first game counted 
toward league play. Eighth grader Katelin 
Pritchard pitched both games and got the 
wins. “A great show of persistence in 
the face of adversity,” said Howell of the 
team’s effort.
   La Conner came to town for another 
doubleheader March 22, handing the Lady 
Lions two losses: 14–2 and 24–6.
   Another, more bitter loss came on 
March 26 against Orcas, which ended up 
on top 23–2. “The umpire had a tight zone 
and we weren’t throwing strikes; it was 
very frustrating,” said Howell. “Felt like 
a wider strike zone when we were up to 

New coach for fastpitch team
Britt Howell was member of 2007 state champs team.

Baseball team 
playing well
after slow start
By Dallas Newby

Athletes of the Month are Dallas Newby and Josh Rogge, and Brooke Lee
Sophomores Dallas Newby and Josh Rogge share the Athlete of the Month for the men’s side of things this month. Don’t let the photos 
above fool you; the award recognizes their contributions to the Lions’ basketball team.
   Newby, a point guard, captured a Most Improved award at season’s end. “He started strong with the ball and showed leadership,” 
said Head Coach Larry Tyndall.
   Rogge, a forward, was “our defensive guy,” said Tyndall, who regularly put him on opposing teams’ best players. Rogge rose to the 
task consistently, earning the team’s “Defensive Stopper” award.
   Senior guard Brooke Lee has been recognized twice as Athlete of the Month during basketball season. “Brooke always plays hard, 
and she is best known for her defense,” said Head Coach Kevik Rensink. “Her opposing players and coaches have credited Brooke as 
the best defender in the league. She is a team leader, a captain, and will be missed greatly by the Concrete Girls Basketball Program.”
   Newby, Rogge, and Lee were selected by Concrete Lions Booster Club members based on their leadership, being team players, and 
demonstrating sportsmanship and character.

At h l e t e s  o f  t h e  M o n t h

   I will be following the high school 
baseball team this season. This year the 
team is looking very strong and is in 
great contention to make a deep run in 
the playoffs. Let’s get to know this year’s 
team.
   The seniors are going to be the backbone 
this year. We have Tylers: Clark and 
Kales. You will see these two pitching or 
catching and almost anywhere else. Then 
we have Jordan Clontz. He will be moving 
from first base to right field this year. Our 
last senior is Jake “Chip” Massingale. You 
will find him in the outfield, but at times 
he also will be playing at second. The 
team’s only junior is Cody Jarmin, who 
can be seen playing at either shortstop 
or second, and will occasionally be seen 
pitching.
    The team’s four sophomores are Andy 
Freeman at first base and relief pitcher; 
Josh Rogge on third base and catcher; 
Dallas Newby at second, shortstop, and on 
the mound; and newcomer Forest Barnedt, 
who will play the outfield.
   Freshmen Gibson Fichter and Shilo 
Bower, and 8th grade players Dylin Clark 
and Tucker Scollard round out the team.
   Head Coach Jim Newby said this year’s 
team started off very slowly, but is picking 
up speed in “our style of baseball.” The 
standout players are three seniors in Clark, 
Kales, and Clontz. Newby said Clark 
and Kales are doing great on the mound 
and are exceptional hitters too. Jordan 
has made a switch for the infield to the 
outfield and has performed well there, 
as well as “swinging a great bat,” said 
Newby.
   With its small roster, the Lions’ main 
challenge will be trying to replace any 
missing player. Still, Newby has high 
hopes for a league title and a deep run in 
the playoffs.
   The Lions started the year decently, 
going 2–0 in league and 4–2 overall at 
the end of March. The two losses came 
on March 10, and neither game was pretty 
for the Lions, who logged only five hits 
in both games combined. They lost to 
Coupeville 11–0, then lost to Adna 21–3.
   When Concrete played Darrington on 
March 21, however, there was a much 
different outcome. The Lions’ bats caught 
on fire and they were able to pull out an 

Concrete pitcher Kalysta Becker chases down a Tacoma Baptist base runner early in the 
March 27 game. The Crusaders learned the hard way not to try to steal bases: Between 
the Lady Lions’ speed and catcher Alyssa Wahlgren’s quick arm, the visiting team was 
rarely able to capitalize on any weaknesses and Concrete took the win, 27–10.

See Baseball, p. 39

CHS alumni softball game April 28
   A Concrete High School alumni softball game will be held Sat., April 28, at 1 p.m. at 
Concrete High School.
   Players are invited to chow down at Birdsview Brewing Co. after the game.Concrete’s Jonnie Rohweder beats the throw to first during the March 27 home-field 

game against the Tacoma Baptist Crusaders.

Concrete High School grad and softball player Britt Howell has taken over as head coach 
for the Lady Lions fastpitch team. Her father, Kelly Howell, is serving as assistant coach. 
Returning volunteer assistant Dan Pringle rounds out the coaching staff.

Concrete senior Tyler Kales dives for first as the ball comes in during the Lions’ March 23 
home game against Lummi. Concrete took the win that day, 10-running the Blackhawks 
in the fifth inning and taking the game 13–0.

A speeding Jake Massingale beats the 
throw to second base as the Lions took on 
Lummi March 23.

See Fastpitch, p. 39
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   Concrete Heritage Museum is closed for 
the season till Memorial Day weekend. 
You still can make an appointment to visit 
the museum or do research in our library. 
Simply call Robin at 360.826.3075 or 
e-mail us at concreteheritagemuseum@
stumpranchonline.com.
   Monthly meetings are held year-round 
on the second Thursday of each month, 
at 7 p.m. at the museum. All meetings are 
open to the public.
   Easter Bake Sale will be held Fri., 
April 6, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. or until 
baked goods are sold out at Albert’s Red 
Apple. Barb Hoover will call members for 
donations of baked goods.  
   Bow Hill Rest Area: Robin Wood will 
pass around the signup sheets next month 
for duty at the Bow Hill Rest Area Coffee 
& Cookie Sale, June 29 through July 2. 
If anyone can help with this museum 
fundraiser, we would be pleased to have 
your help.
   1940 U.S. Census: April 2 marked 
the release of the long anticipated 

United States Census for 1940. The 
generation known as “the Greatest 
Generation,” which could be your parent 
or grandparents, would just be coming out 
of the Great Depression into the prime of 
their lives. Make sure to take the time to 
Google how you might find your family in 
Upper Skagit during this time period.
   The Centennial reprint of So They 
Called the Town Concrete is still 
available. The new edition features 
enhanced photographs and a more 
readable font. New cover graphics 
were done by Philip Johnson. Copies 
are available at Albert’s Red Apple 
(at the lottery counter; please pay for 
it there) and the museum. An order 
form also may be printed at our Web 
site: www.stumpranchonline.com/
concreteheritagemuseum.
   WANTED: New Museum Association 
members! Support your local historical 
museum. 

—Dan Royal

C o n c r e t e  H e r i t a g e  M u s e u m  n e w s Upper Skag it Library
At the

   The second week of April (April 8–14) 
is National Library Week. This year’s 
theme is “You @ the Library!” I would 
like to celebrate by remembering the years 
I lived in the Upper Skagit without having 
a library that belonged to me. There were 
municipal libraries that I could join, but they 
were far away and the cost of the card was 
outside my budget; there wasn’t a county 
library that serviced those of us who lived in 
unincorporated areas.
   I overcame this for a dozen years by going 
in, with a friend, on the cost of a nonresident 
card at the Mount Vernon Library. The 
librarians chuckled when they saw the 
name on my card was Robert P-, knowing 
a conspiracy was afoot but not wanting to 
deny me access to the library. They, too, 
lived on budgets and knew that $60 a year, 
in 1990, was a lot for a library card, but 
the city dwellers paid more through their 
property taxes, they explained, so the cost 
of a card for those who didn’t belong to the 
library was justified.
   The Mount Vernon Library was my 
children’s first library, and they willingly 
suffered the 45-minute car journey down 
valley, along with all the stops we had to 
make for errands, if they knew they were 
going to end up at the library. We borrowed 
books and videos, read magazines, and 
learned to use the computers. I also 
benefited greatly from the book knowledge 
of the librarians, allowing them to guide 
me through picture books to chapter books, 
recommend books in a series, and advise 
me on “ripping yarns” that I’m sure fostered 
my children’s love of reading. And when I 
wrote a play based in historical fact, these 
same librarians helped me procure articles 
relevant to the topic and navigate the newly 
emerging Internet for my research.
   So I was sad when the card fee at the 
Mount Vernon Library went up to $100 a 
year and I found myself having to switch 

allegiance to the Bellingham library, which 
only charged $35 for a nonresident card. 
This added 20 minutes to my drive time, but 
if it meant I could continue with the same 
services I’d become used to at the Mount 
Vernon Library, I felt it was worth it.
   Fortunately before the price of gas could 
skyrocket, giving me cause to rethink my 
trips to Bellingham, the Upper Skagit 
Library arrived in my neighborhood. Here 
was a state-of-the-art library, with a full 
selection of books for all ages, DVDs, 
periodicals, Inter-Library Loan, and 24-hour 
Wi-Fi Internet access just five minutes 
from my home. And the best part was, it 
belonged to me! Me and every other Skagit 
County resident living outside city limits 
from East Lyman to Newhalem. It’s funny 
that it would be cheaper for me to buy 
a nonresident card for the Upper Skagit 
Library—at only $30 a year—than what I 
pay through my property taxes, but it feels 
good to belong. Happy National Library 
Week.
   Author Nita Nettleton will visit April 12 
at 7:30 p.m. to talk about her books set in 
Alaska. She’ll be in the small meeting room 
at the Concrete Center.
   The Board of Trustees will meet April 12 
at 5 p.m. in the library.
   Liz Adair returns for a writers’ workshop 
on April 21 from 2 to 4 p.m. Because of 
space restrictions, everyone interested must 
sign up at the library or call 360.853.7939 
to sign up. Liz will speak on “You had me 
at Once Upon a Time: How to Craft a Great 
Beginning.”
   Beginner computer classes are scheduled 
for April 12, 19, and 26 from 1 to 2:30 p.m.  
Please call to sign up (360.853.7939) as 
there are space and computer limitations.  
We have five computers for students to use.
   LEGOS in the Library will be April 27  
and May 25 from 3 to 5 p.m.

—Nicola Murray

Concrete 8th grader Robert Nevin quickly pinned La Venture’s Isaahiah Diaz during the 
March 24 District Wrestling Championships at Anacortes High School.

Track season 
opens strong
   Concrete’s track team looks a little 
different this year. “We have way more 
girls,” said Vanessa Williams, who is 
again sharing coaching duties with 
Ashleigh Howell. “Almost half of our 
team is girls.”
   With strength in numbers, the Concrete 
women pulled out a win during the first 
league match hosted by Mount Vernon 
High School on March 22, squeaking past 
La Conner 107.5–107.
   Having lost a large number of last year’s 
seniors, the team is pressing on, with 
several newcomers showing their stuff.
   Sophomore Kaitlyn Smith runs the 
4x400m relay and the mile. Freshman 
Taylor Warner has been performing well 
at the 4x400m relay and 2-mile.
   On the men’s side, freshman Clay 
Nelson is showing great promise in the 
4x100m relay, 300m hurdles, and 100m 
sprint. Senior Dustin Brigham is throwing 
everything in sight: the discus, javelin, 
and shotput.
   Coach Williams is thrilled with the 36 
athletes who turned out for track this year 
and said they’ll continue to improve as the 
season progresses.
   “We’re expecting to go to state,” she said.

—J. K. M.

Sports schedules
are online

Updated schedules for all Concrete School 
District sports teams are online and 

updated regularly. Go here:
www.concrete.k12.wa.us/sports.html

MEN’S WRESTLING AWARDS
Captains: Tyler Kales, Jordan Clontz; Most Improved: Dakota Blanton; Gordy Evans Memorial Award: Gibson 
Fichter; Most Inspirational: Cody Corn.
WOMEN’S WRESTLING AWARDS
Captain: Emilee Fenley; Most Inspirational: Bailey Dellinger; Most Improved: Kalysta Becker.

Concrete Theatre to 
host Latin American and 
Caribbean music concert
   Northwest Heritage Resources will 
present a concert by traditional Latin 
American and Caribbean musical group 
Los Flacos, at Concrete Theatre on Fri., 
May 4, at 7:30 p.m. The theater is located 
in Concrete Town Center.
   Los Flacos creates its own rendition 
of the exciting songs and rhythms of 

Mexico, Venezuela, Argentina, Columbia, 
and other Latin cultures, performing on 
traditional instruments such as cuatro, 
quinta, quena, violin, zampona, and the 
Venezuelan harp. Los Flacos also will 
be joined by a traditional dancer for its 
Concrete performance.
   Admission to the concert is by donation 
of $5, collected at the door. There will 
be no advance ticket sales. For more 
information, contact Northwest Heritage 
Resources at 206.306.1181 or Concrete 
Theatre at 360.941.0403.                       

ChiCks ARe iN!
915 Moore street, sedro Woolley • 360.856.6567 Spring

HaS
 Sprung!

We have everything to get your garden growing!

Remember to Save the Date!
sedro-Woolley Anniversary sale!

Fri, Sat, Sun • April 27th-29thCascade Days organizers need log donations for 
the August event. Cedar or spruce logs are sought. Contact Cascade Days 
President John Burmaster at 360.853.8024.

   Concrete Lions Booster Club will host the 
“Cement City Trail Run” on Sat., April 21.
   A fundraiser for the club, which funnels 
money directly to Concrete students, the 
run offers races for all ages and running 
experience. The schedule at press time:
• 8:30 a.m.: Registration and number 

pick-up
• 9:15 a.m.: Kids’ Mile (K-3 grade) 

starts
• 9:30 a.m. Kids’ Mile (4-6 grade) starts
• 9:45 a.m. Registration closes
• 10 a.m.: 5k and 10k races start
   All races will begin at the Concrete High 
School football field. Race costs are:
• 1 mile: $5
• 5k: $15
• 10k: $25
   T-shirts will be available for $15.
   Runners can register online by going to 
“Cement City Trail Run” on Facebook and 
following the registration link on that page.
   For more information, contact Eric 
Warner at e-warner@msn.com or 
360.739.3252.

—J. K. M.

Cement City Trail Run

Concrete sophomore Xyomara Ramos 
skies during the women’s long jump at the 
March 22 Track meet at Mount Vernon 
High School. Ramos, or “Zee,” is new to 
Concrete, coming from Medical Lake.

Ben Lamb’s well-timed lunge at the finish 
earned him first place in the Men’s 400m 
at the March 22 meet. A timer told Lamb 
after the race that if he hadn’t lunged, he 
would have taken second place.

Middle School wrestlers 
at district championships
   Fourteen wrestlers composed the 
Concrete Middle School wrestling squad 
this year, and all 14 of them went to the 
District Wrestling Championships on 
March 24, hosted by Anacortes High 
School.
   At the championships, six wrestlers 
powered through to the semifinals and 
came out placing on the other side. Donny 
Olmstead (175 lbs.) took first, as did 
Donovan Dellinger (120 lbs.). Robert 
Nevin claimed second in the 185-lb. class. 
Braden Olmstead (185 lbs.) grabbed third, 
and Randall Beachman and Teegan Moore 
each collected fourth-place awards at 154 
and 130 lbs., respectively.
   The team placed sixth out of nine teams 
at the championships.
   Coach John Koenig called out Donny 
Olmstead and Donovan Dellinger, who 
were undefeated during the season’s 
seven tournaments. The team won six 
out of those tournaments, falling only 
to Sedro-Woolley, which captured the 
District Championship title (see center 

spread). During the Lions’ match against 
Sedro-Woolley, Olmstead and Donovan 
were responsible for two out of the three 
matches the team won.

   “We’re looking forward to a lot of fresh 
faces stepping in next year to fill in for the 
seniors who won’t be there,” said Koenig.

—J. K. M.

Submitted photo
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Academics

Abbott serves as page 
for Rep. Pearson
   OLYMPIA — Eighth grade Cascade 
Middle School student Autumn Abbott 
of Sedro-Woolley participated in the 
Legislature as a student page the week 
of January 29. Autumn is the daughter of 
Kelly Eagleburger and Mike Abbott of 
Sedro-Woolley. She was sponsored by 
Rep. Kirk Pearson.
   “The student page program is the best 
way for students to see a live civics 
class. I always enjoy having students 
from around the 39th District join me 
in Olympia to learn about a different 
way to serve communities and see their 
government in action,” said Pearson, 
R-Monroe. “Autumn did a great job, and 
I hope she had fun and made new friends 
during her week in the Legislature.”
   As part of her page duties, the 14-year-
old middle school student delivered 
messages and documents to legislators 
in their offices and on the House floor. 
Autumn’s work also included climbing 

hundreds of stairs each day and navigating 
the many buildings on the Capitol campus.
   Each week during the legislative 
session, students 14- to 16-years-
old from across the state serve in the 
legislative page program. They must 
have a legislative member as a sponsor, 
as well as permission from their school 
and parents. To learn more about the page 
program, go to www.leg.wa.gov/House/
Pages/HousePageProgram.aspx.“His Kids”

Fun Nights
1st & 3rd Sundays, thru June 2012

April 1: 6:30 to 8 p.m.
April 15: 5 to 7 p.m.

Community Bible Church
Concrete

Songs! Games! Snacks! Stories!
360.873.4348/debkayr@hotmail.com

Student page Autumn Abbott with Rep. 
Kirk Pearson on the House floor in 
Olympia. Submitted photo.

“His Kids” program 
announces program changes

   “His Kids” Fun Nights, a program 
for children ages 5 to 14 hosted by 
Community Bible Church in Concrete, has 
made several changes to its format.
• Beginning April 15, Fun Nights will 

be held from 5 to 7 p.m.
• Dinner will be served to all children 

at 5 p.m. on all Fun Nights.
• Children that are pre-K but are 5 

years old may attend His Kids.

518824�
Cable Tie
297
7" 100 Pc. Black

While Supplies Last!

April

CasCade supply

Sale ends 4/30/12

45900 Main St., Concrete  •  360.853.8811  •  Mon.–Sat., 8:30 to 5:30

Spring is here!

Find the power and hand tools, fertilizers, 
lawn mowers, and farm feed you need

at Cascade Supply!
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Ten home school students from Skagit County participated in the Espresso Cup 
Speech and Debate Tournament in Bothell Feb. 23–25. Approximately 140 students 
from California, Oregon, Colorado, and Washington attended the tournament. Eight out 
of the 10 local students received an award.
   The following students from the Skagit Defenders club placed at the tournament:
• Naomi Blankenship (Sedro-Woolley) and Abigail Rivers (Big Lake) took 4th out of 27 

Team Policy debaters and are qualified for the Nationals Tournament. Rivers also 
placed 15th in Extemporaneous Speaking.

• Naomi and Karissa Blankenship took 4th in Duo Interpretation teams, and are 
qualified for the Nationals Tournament in that event.

• Rylan Schubkegel (Mount Vernon) placed 8th for Humorous Interpretation and 5th in 
Expository Speaking.

• Kyler Schubkegel was 15th (out of 55 competitors) in Impromptu Speaking and 8th 
in Persuasive Speaking, and is qualified for Nationals in Persuasive.

• Dana Butler (Anacortes) won 11th in Original Oratory.
• Catherine South (Big Lake), who is a student coach for Skagit Defenders, took 

5th place in Lincoln-Douglas Debate, 5th in Persuasive Speaking, and 11th in 
Extemporaneous Speaking, and is also qualified for the Nationals Tournament for 
L-D debate and Extemporaneous.

   Participating Skagit Defenders team members are shown in the photo above from 
left, back row, Nicholas South, Kyler Schubkegel, Abigail Rivers, Joelle Butler; front row, 
Dana Butler, Karissa Blankenship, Naomi Blankenship, and Rylan Schubkegel. Not 
pictured: Samantha and Cassidy Brown from Lyman. Submitted photo.

Three Concrete seniors were honored March 24 with this year’s Scholar’s Recognition 
Award from the Mt. Vernon branch of the American Association of University Women. 
Receiving the award were Kassandra Barnedt (right) and Clara Eloise O’Brien, Science; 
Alyssa Wahlgren (left), Technology; and Christina Prater, Math. Photos by Karen Barnedt.

Concrete Elementary School Science Fair participants gathered for a group photo March 
28. The contest drew 60 entries this year—20 more than last year—and had to be 
moved from the school’s library to the gymnasium.

2012 Science Fair winners
Kindergarten
   1st Sheyenne Sweet
   2nd Jade McAdam
1st grade
   1st Aja Lee
   2nd Chasen Wendell
2nd grade
   1st Ashley Parker
   2nd Christian Joens
3rd grade
   1st Lily Whitford
   2nd Sadie Peif
4th grade
   1st Noah Tiemens
   2nd Levi Lowry
5th grade
   1st Jasmine Lloyd
   2nd Dalton Newby
6th grade
   1st Isaac Tiemens
   2nd Conner French
7th grade
   1st Brook Barnedt
   2nd Kayla Anderson

Summer fun
• Costume Party, June 3. All children 

dress as Bible characters.
• Tie-Dye Party, June 24. Limited to 

Children on the His Kids Roster.
• Pizza Party for the kids who grow 

their group most by June 4.
• Parade participation: We will have 

a His Kids spot in this year’s July 4 
and Cascade Days parades (His Kids 
roster children only).

Remaining 2012 Fun Nights
• Sun., April 15, 5 to 7 p.m.; dinner 

served
• Sun., May 6, 2012- 5 to 7 p.m.; 

dinner served
• Last official His Kids Fun Night for 

this season will be Sun., May 20, 5 to 
7 p.m.; dinner served

   For more information, contact 
Team Leader Deborah Richmond at 
360.873.4348 or debkayr@hotmail.com.

—Deborah Richmond

The Voice of Eastern Skagit County



14  •  Concrete Herald  •  April 2012 www.concrete-herald.com

Clear Lake
Clear Lake 
calendar
   Clear Lake Historical Association will 
hold its quarterly meeting on Tue., April 
24, at 7 p.m. at the CLHA Hall, 12655 
Highway 9 in Clear Lake.
   The meeting will include a historical 
discussion of Robert Jacobs, one of the 
colorful characters of Clear Lake’s recent 
history. Anyone with stories or photos is 
invited to attend. 
   To schedule a time for research or rent 
the Clear Lake Historical Association 
Hall, contact Deanna Ammons, historian, 
at 360.856.6798.
   In May, Clear Lake Historical 
Association plans a reunion to celebrate 
its 25th anniversary. The group usually 
holds reunions every other year and gets 
visitors from all over the country.
   The reunion is scheduled for Sun., May 
20, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the CLHA 
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APRIL
1 Angele Cupples Community Garden opens for bed rentals, Main St. and
 N. Superior Ave., Concrete; rental info at 360.853.8401; other info at 
 360.853.8213 or goodwords@frontier.com, or 360.391.2589 or 
 marla.mr@frontier.com
1–30 Skagit Valley Tulip Festival, Mount Vernon, info at www.tulipfestival.org
4 Medicare insurance informational seminar, East County Resource Center,
 Concrete, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.; free admission; info at 866.733.5111 or 
 susan.evans@vibrantusa.com
5 Easter Cantata by Community Bible Church choir, Concrete Theatre,
 7 p.m.; free admission; info at ckbarnedt@msn.com
6 Concrete Heritage Museum Bake Sale, Albert’s Red Apple Market,
 10 a.m. till everything’s sold
8 Easter Sunday; see p. 6 for Easter services and events
9 Concrete Parks Committee brainstorming meeting for new park in
 Mill Addition, Concrete Town Hall, 6 p.m.; info at 360.853.8213 or
 goodwords@frontier.com
12 Author Nita Nettleton discusses writing and her books at Concrete 
 Center, 45821 Railroad Ave., Concrete, 7:30 p.m.; info at uslfriends@
 gmail.com
17 Day Creek Community Club Potluck, Day Creek Fire Hall, 6:30 p.m.
20 Skagit County offices and departments closed, including Sauk Transfer 
 Station and Clear Lake Compactor site
21 Cement City Trail Run, Concrete High School track, registration at
 8:30 a.m.; see article, p. 10; info at e-warner@msn.com or 360.739.3252
21 Clear Lake Free Trash Day
21 Earth Day Planting and Ivy Removal Volunteer Party, Howard Miller
 Steelhead Park, Rockport, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; see article, p. 24
24 Clear Lake Historical Association quarterly meeting, CLHA Hall,
 12655 Highway 9, Clear Lake; info at 360.856.6798
26 Brainstorming session for ideas to keep Concrete Theatre open, Concrete
 Theatre, 7 p.m.; see article, p. 3; info at valerie@concrete-theatre.com or 
 360.941.0403
28 CHS Alumni Softball Game, Concrete High School, 1 p.m.; dinner at
 Birdsview Brewing Co. after game
28 KSVU Spring Fling Dance and Potluck fundraiser, Marblemount 
 Community Hall; dinner from 6 to 7 p.m., music and dancing from 
 7 to 10 p.m.; $5 per person or $10 per family suggested donation (no one 
 will be turned away for lack of funds); info at 360.853.8588 or
 mail@ksvu.org

MAY
4 Los Flacos plays Concrete Theatre, 7:30 p.m.; see article, p. 11;
 admission by $5 donation, no advance ticket sales; info at 206.306.1181 
 or 360.941.0403
5 4th Annual Home Brew Contest, Birdsview Brewing Co., 2 p.m.; entry
 details at www.birdsviewbrewingcompany.com
12 Run for Your Mum fundraiser, Silo Park, Concrete, 3 p.m.; info at
 www.runforyourmum.com
12 Have a Heart 5K and 10K Runs/2K Walk/Half-Pint Half Mile,
 Edgewater Park, Mt. Vernon, 9:30 a.m.; $25 fee for run, $10 fee for walk;
 pre-registration ends 4.29.12; info at susanl@skagitcap.org or
 360.588.5737
20 “A River Home Companion” KSVU 90.1 FM fundraiser variety show,
 Concrete Theatre, 4 p.m.
20 Clear Lake Historical Association Reunion, CLHA Hall, 12655 Hwy. 9, 
 Clear Lake, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
*Community Calendar is updated daily at www.concrete-herald.com/calendar

Community Calendar Community meetings
  Concrete American Legion Post and 
Auxiliary meet the second Tue. of each 
month, Sept. through May, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
American Legion Building. 360.853.8940.
   Concrete Chamber of Commerce meets 
the second Thur. of each month at 8 a.m. 
Meetings usually are held at Concrete 
Center in Concrete. 360.466.8754 or 
concretechamber@mac.com.
   Concrete Eagles Aerie 1444 holds Aerie 
meetings the first and third Wed. of each 
month at 7:30 p.m., and Auxiliary meetings 
the first and third Tue. at 7:30 p.m., at 45930 
Main St., Concrete. tuffenuf1@frontier.com.
   Concrete Lions Club meets the first and 
third Wed. of each month, at Annie’s Pizza 
Station, Concrete. Social at 6 p.m.; meeting 
at 6:30.
   Concrete School Board will meet April 26 
at 6 p.m. in the high school Commons. The 
board will hold a workshop on April 23,
at 6 p.m. in the high school Commons. 
360.853.8141.
   Concrete Town Council meets the second 
and fourth Monday of each month at Town 
Hall, 45672 Main St., Concrete, at 7 p.m. 
360.853.8401 or andreaf@concretewa.gov.
   Darrington Area Business Assn (DABA) 
meets the third Wed. of each month, 7 p.m., 
at Cascade Senior Center, 1115 Darrington 
St., Darrington. 360.436.2167.
   Darrington Town Council meets the 
second Wed. of each month at Town Hall, 
1005 Cascade St., at 7 p.m. 360.436.1131 or 
darrcityhall@glacierview.net.
   Democratic Caucuses, April 15. Doors 
open at 1 p.m. for sign-in and orientation.
Caucus begins at 1:30 and should be 
complete in 1.5 hours. For caucus locations, 
go to http://skagitdemocrats.org/wp/2012-
caucus-venues.
   Forest Park Cemetery District No. 5 
meets the second Wed. of each month at 
the cemetery office on Compton Lane in 
Concrete, at 8 a.m. 360.708.3656.
   Friends of Upper Skagit Library 
(FOUSL) Board meets the third Tuesday of 
odd-numbered months at the East County 

Resource Center in Concrete, at 1 pm. Public 
welcome to attend. uslfriends@gmail.com.
   Hamilton Town Council meets the second 
Tue. of each month at Town Hall, 584 Maple 
St., Hamilton, at 7 p.m. 360.826.3027.
   Imagine Concrete meets the second Wed. 
of each month in the Pilots’ Lounge at Mears 
Field in Concrete, at 6 p.m. 360.853.8213 or 
goodwords@frontier.com.
   KSVU 90.1 FM meets the last Thur. of each
month (except Nov. and Dec. 2011) at portable 
classroom B near the Concrete Elementary 
School campus, at 4, 5, and 6 p.m. (the 4 and 
6 p.m. meetings are identical). 360.416.7711 
or rip.robbins@skagit.edu. Studio orientations 
and trainings for all interested people are 
held every Wed. from 1 to 4 p.m.; call Joseph 
McGuire at 360.416.7001 for details.
   Lyman Town Council meets the second 
Tue. of each month at Lyman Town Hall 
(Minkler Mansion), 8405 S. Main St., Lyman, 
at 7 p.m. 360.826.3033 or clerk_lyman@msn.
com.
   PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) Skagit County Chapter, 
meets the second Monday of each month 
at The Safe Haven Room, Central United 
Methodist Church, 1013 Polte Rd. Sedro-
Woolley, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 360.856.4676, 
www.pflagskagit.org.
   Saukrates Cafe meets the first Thur. 
of each month at Annie’s Pizza Station in 
Concrete, at 6 p.m. Conversation topics are 
posted at Upper Skagit Library and http://
saukratescafe.wordpress.com.
   Sedro-Woolley Chamber of Commerce 
meets the second and fourth Wed. of each 
month, at 7 p.m., in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 325 Metcalf St. 360.855.1661.
   Sedro-Woolley School District Board 
meets April 9 at the Support Service building 
and April 23 at Evergreen Elementary, at 7 p.m. 
360.855.3500 or rmiller@swsd.k12.wa.us.

*To add your organization’s meeting to this 
list, e-mail editor@concrete-herald.com or 
call 360.853.8213.

1008 Third St. Office: 360-855-1288
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 Fax: 360-855-1868
www.lemleychapel.com Email: info@lemleychapel.com

Rick Lemley Chuck Ruhl

Hall, 12655 Highway 9, in Clear Lake.
   The group also plans major fundraising 
this year to replace siding on the south 
side of the CLHA hall.

—J. K. M.

GROCERIES / PRODUCE / MEAT
	 •	 Fishing	Tackle	&	Licenses	
	 •	 24-Hour	Ice
	 •	 LOTTO	&	Cash	Machine
	 •	 Western	Union
	 •	 Copies	/	FAX	Service
	 •	 Movie	Rentals

Take-Out from our Deli!
Hot	Dogs	-	BBQ	Roasted	Chicken	-	Pizza

Monday	thru	Saturday	|	9	AM	-	8	PM
Sunday	|	10	AM	-	6	PM

44546	State	Route	20,	Concrete
360.853.8540 | FAX 360.853.8208

www.redapplemarkets.com

We specialize in pain relief! 
Unbalanced feet can cause 

pain everywhere.
Let us balance your feet!

303 State St., Ste. C, Sedro-Woolley
info@ultimatearch.com |  www.ultimatearch.com

n  Free Consultation   n  Fast Delivery
n Friendly, Expert Service

360.630.8531

Farm Safety course 
starts April 10
   As spring nears it is once again time to 
begin thinking about farm safety. New this 
year, the 2012 Farm Safety course will be 
open to participants of all ages and will 
offer a two-hour driving lab once a week 
for five weeks.
   On Tuesdays, participants will meet at 
WSU Skagit County Extension, 11768 
Westar Lane, Burlington, from 6–8 p.m. 
for classroom instruction. On Thursdays, 
participants will meet at Viva Farms, 
15366 Ovenell Rd, Burlington, from 6–8 
p.m. for a tractor driving lab. The cost of 
the course is $50; however, funds will be 
returned to those students with perfect 
attendance and passing scores on the 
written and driving tests.
   The course is open to all new tractor 
operators. Class periods are Tue. and 
Thur., April 10 to May 10, from 6 to 8 
p.m.
   For more information, contact instructor 
Don McMoran at donaldm@co.skagit.
wa.us or 360.428.4270, ext 225.

Plant auction, raffle
   The Komo Kulshan chapter of the 
American Rhododendron Society will 
hold a plant auction and raffle on April 19 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Burlington Community 
Center, 1011 Greenleaf St., Burlington.
   Rare and unusual Rhododendrons and 
other plants will be available. Most are 
grown by the group’s members and are 
appropriate for the Pacific Northwest 
climate.
   The Komo Kulshan Chapter serves 
Whatcom and Skagit counties. Its 
meetings offer educational opportunities 
and are open to the public. Experts are 
available to answer any questions or to 
provide advice for any gardening problem. 
    For more information, call Carol Torset 
at 360.856.2410 or go to www.flounder.ca/
komokulshan/index.asp.

Please recycle this
newspaper

Last chance for SCD 
native plant sale
   The final Skagit Conservation District 
Annual Native Plant Sale, open sales with 
no minimums, will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Sat., April 14, at the WACD 
Plant Materials Center, 16564 Bradley 
Road, Bow.
   The proceeds of the sale support the 
SCD’s educational programs. For more 
information, go to www.skagitcd.org or 
call 360.428.4313.

The rustic scholar’s 
primary axioms of 
garage sales
By Thomas Piwowarski

   When someone tells me about my 
addiction, I demurely smile and gently 
nod. I’m agreeing with them. I’m an 
addict of a certain ilk—not a slave to 
substance nor strong drink. My drug is 
the resale venue. I am he who revels in 
liquidations, reductions, and downsizings. 
I’ve been yard, estate, and garage saling 
for about two decades now, and I’m 
convinced that despite this modern age 
of computer enlightenment, there are still 
incredible deals awaiting an educated 
buyer. It’s a free adrenaline shot. It’s 

recycling and reusing and sometimes 
making a wad of green to boot. Along the 
way I’ve learned a few tricks and tactics 
that if wisely observed, may assist one in 
a successful weekend outing. 
• Always have fun. Fix your budget 

and don’t spend money you don’t 
have.

• Have precise directions to the sales. 
Seattle and the vicinity are notorious 
for quirkily numbered streets.

• Arrive early, no matter how 
threatening an advertisement sounds. 
Someone will already be there in line.

• Check early in the week for listings. 
Start browsing Monday for the next 
weekend.

• It is sometimes worth contacting the 
party beforehand; sometimes they 
will invite you in prior to the sale for 
an exclusive viewing.

• No more than two people in your 
vehicle. This isn’t a social outing, this 
is WARFARE! And the second person 
is extremely handy for navigation.

• Have lots of cash handy, both small 
bills and coins.

• Pay the right price. A seasoned 
yardsaler will eventually recognize 
the right prices for things.

• Avoid those sales that require a list. 
These “lists” are created by some 
nearby neighbor who comes by at 5 
a.m., posts a “list,” and returns when 
it opens.

• Never take a hot beverage into the 
sale with you. You’ll need the free 
hand, and you will not remember 
where you set it down—or worse, 
you’ll set it down and someone will 
buy it!

• If possible, always go for the boxful 
deal. Most sellers don’t have time to 
pick through and price everything 
individually.

• If you know you are getting an 
awesome deal, no need to bargain 
further, just pay and go.

• If prices seem exorbitant, walk away. 
You’ll never reason with overzealous 
proprietors during the first hours of 
the sale.

• Grab everything you can the first 
time through and sort it later. I’ve lost 
many a great thing by hesitating a few 
seconds.

• Be sure to ask about items that don’t 
seem to be for sale.
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Sedro-Woolley

“Experience The Most Comfortable 
Dental Visit Possible.”

Dr. Larry ForsytheDr. John Matterand

Drs. Larry Forsythe and 

John Matterand are  

welcoming new patients to 

their dental practice,  

conveniently located at 

2261 Hospital Dr., Ste. 101,  

in Sedro-Woolley, at the 

corner of Collins Rd.  

and Hospital Dr. 
 

Call for an appointment 
today!

We look forward to 
seeing you soon!

360-856-6011
www.cascadedds.com.

Soroptimists 
announce award 
recipients
   Soroptimist International of Sedro-
Woolley announced a group of award 
recipients in late February.
Violet Richardson Award
     Beth Wilson, 17, 
is the recipient of the 
Violet Richardson 
Award, which 
recognizes young 
women who make the 
community and world 
a better place through 
volunteer efforts.
   Wilson is a junior at Sedro-Woolley 
High School and has been a member of 
the Sedro-Woolley Boys & Girls Club 
since she was little. As a teen, she started 
volunteering with the Boys & Girls Club 
Keystone Club, helping at the Humane 

Society, painting curbs in Sedro-Woolley, 
and collecting food for the Helping 
Hands Food Bank. Wilson also donated 
numerous hours to help at Boys & Girls 
Club events, including running children’s 
activities at their last Spaghetti Feed and 
bussing tables at the big Auction Fundraiser 
in 2010.
Women’s Opportunity Award
   Lucy Kesterson of 
Concrete received the 
Women’s Opportunity 
Award. Kesterson 
works at United Way 
of Skagit County and 
attends Skagit Valley 
College with plans to 
earn her AA Transfer 
Degree. She will pursue a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Psychology and plans to earn 
a Master’s Degree in Mental Health 
Counseling from either Bastyr or Western 
Washington University. Kesterson is 
married and has two children, ages 11 
and 6. “I know if I am diligent and work 
hard, I will reach my goal of becoming 
a Mental Health Counselor, especially 
if I am blessed with support. Achieving 
my goals will not only improve my own 
employment status and my family’s 
economic stability, it will also provide a 
positive role model for my children,” she 
said.
Ruby Award
   Vivian Russell and Verna McClure 
were chosen as the 2012 Ruby Award 
recipients.
   Russell volunteers with and helps 
coordinate the Sedro-Woolley Open Door 
Community Kitchen. Once a month for 
22 years, she has prepared healthy family 
meals from scratch for the kitchen. Her 
extraordinary commitment has been an 
inspiration to many others.
   McClure and her husband, Lyle, have 
lived in the Sedro-Woolley area for 69 
years and have lived an active life of 
service that has touched the lives of 
many girls, women, and their families. 
McClure has helped to serve the monthly, 
community open-door dinners at the 
Sedro-Woolley Methodist Church for 
more than 15 years. She has acted as a 
greeter/host for the Festival of Family 
Farms for more than six years. She is 
a long-time member of the Gertrude 
Sawyer Hospital Guild and is the current 
president.

Boy Scouts of America Mount Baker Council  •  Brigid Collins Family Support Center
Camp Fire USA Samish Council  •  Concrete American Legion Christmas Baskets
Faith House/Tierra Nueva • Friendship House • Hospice NW • Meals on Wheels

Skagit Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Services
Skagit Valley College Transition Program • Soroptimist International Projects

United General Hospital Oncology Assistance fund
Women-Infants-Children (WIC) Program

To all Skagit County residents who supported 
and donated to our Walnut Tree Thrift Shop 
in Sedro-Woolley during 2011, your patronage 
provided $86,600 in total funding for many 
local projects like these:
Mammograms for 
low-income women ......................$25,000
Scholarships and awards ..........$23,000
Area Food Banks...........................$  7,500
Sedro-Woolley Boys  
and Girls Club ..............................$  5,000
The Landing – a healing  
place for kids .................................$  3,200

The Walnut Tree Thrift Shop – Soroptimist International
 713 Puget ST – Sedro-Woolley WA – 360-855-2337

Store Hours:  Monday and Thursday 12 – 6, Friday 12 – 4
www.sisedro-woolley.blogspot.com

 

This aerial image shows the proposed renovated skate park tucked into the southeast 
corner of the town’s existing ball field just south of SR 20 on Metcalf St. Sedro-Woolley 
Rotary Club President-elect Doug Wood said the new park won’t change the baseball 
field’s size or use. Image submitted by Doug Wood.

SAVE THE DATE!
VISIONS Annual Auction

Support the VISIONS program

When: Sat., May 12
 6 – 9 p.m. (doors open at 5:30)
Where: Sedro-Woolley Community 
 Center

Food and beverages
Live music by Touks

Silent and live auction
Classroom projects made by kids

*Adults only, please.

Skate Park project aims to be ‘the nicest 
one between Bellingham and Seattle’

S-W Lions Club 
celebrates 75 years

   The March 16 Challenge Day Benefit 
Concert drew a crowd and created 
awareness around the Challenge Day 
program, despite the turnout falling 
slightly below expectations. The photo 
above shows the Sedro-Woolley High 
School Choir singing with guest musician 
Eddie Kilgallon on keyboards, far left.
   Event organizer Donna Backman of 
Backman Marketing said in an e-mail 
that the project was designed to become 
one that would eventually support the 
Challenge Day program, which is slated 

for this fall. The program costs $13,000 
per year to administer, a price tag 
Backman knew couldn’t be funded with 
one concert.
   “We knew that even if we sold out, we 
couldn’t do it in the first year,” she said.  
“Our goal was to hit one-third of that and 
we were a little short.”
   Backman called the event “off the hook 
special,” and said it was “a magical night 
for the kids who were a part of it and that 
is all that really matters except for keeping 
this great program going.”

Kesterson
Wilson

   The Sedro-Woolley Lions Club 
celebrated its 75th year of existence with 
an anniversary dinner and program March 
24 that drew members from all over 
Multiple District 19, including Mount 
Vernon, Burlington, Concrete, and even 
British Columbia.
   The event was held at the Sedro-
Woolley Community Center, with 
more than 100 Lions attending. A 
social hour followed by a prime rib and 
chicken dinner warmed the crowd for 
the evening’s program, which included 
recognition of members and a reminder 
of the club’s beginnings and role in the 
community from Secretary Carol Torset.
Lions honored
   Lion Pat Allen from B.C. presented pins 
in recognition of several Sedro-Woolley 
Lions, including Marc Torset, Gus Suryan, 
Lynn Torset, and Carol Torset.
   Later in the program, District Governor 
Tom Bond presented Wilfred and Barbara 
Dow with a plaque and a certificate, 
respectively, to thank them for their 
service to the club. Wilfred Dow is the 
club’s only member with more than 50 
years of service. He joined in January 
1960, giving him 52 years and 3 months at 
the time of the award.
   Lion Carol Torset, a 1-year member 
who’s been involved with the club for 30 
years, revisited the club’s beginning on 
March 19, 1937, and recounted tales of 
assistance given to community members 
by the Sedro-Woolley club.
   One particularly moving story was that 
of “Blue Baby.”
   In October 1957, a boy who had been 
a “blue baby” as an infant was diagnosed 
of meningitis at age 16. He died that 
December in Seattle. He was 16 years 
old. Club minutes referred to him only as 
“Blue Baby Elliott” or “Skeeter,” but his 
name was Marsden Russell Elliott Jr.
   In 1967 a man by the name of Jack 
Elliott joined the Sedro-Woolley Lions. 
He served for nearly 10 years holding 
offices and giving back to his community. 
He was Marsden Russell Elliott Sr. 
   “Through Jack’s serving in Lions, more 
people have better lives, more people 
can see, and more people can hear,” said 
Torset in her remarks. “Jack’s daughter 
(“Peanuts” Elliott) is now a Lion serving 
in Concrete, and his granddaughter is 
thinking about joining.”
A good start
   The Sedro-Woolley Lions Club was 
sponsored by the Mount Vernon club in 

Sedro-Woolley Lions Wilfred and Barbara 
Dow were honored during the club’s 75th 
birthday celebration March 24. Wilfred 
Dow is the Sedro-Woolley Lions’ only 
member with more than 50 years under 
his belt. He joined in January 1960.

1937. Since then, the group has carried the 
national group’s charge of being “knights 
for the blind,” as Helen Keller asked 
Lions International to be in 1925.
   They’ve added hearing issues to their 
to-do list too. Torset told the story of 
a Sedro-Woolley teacher who in 1956 
referred a 12-year-old boy to the club for 
glasses. The improvement to his sight 
changed his life: In 1970 he returned 
with a donation for the Lions, followed 
by another donation in 1971. In 1983, he 
joined the club.

—J. K. M.

Challenge Day Benefit Concert draws a crowd

   When Sedro-Woolley Police Chief and 
Rotary Club President-elect Doug Wood 
stood up at the March 7 Sedro-Woolley 
Chamber luncheon, he looked like he was 
about to announce the birth of a child.
   In a way, he was. For years, Wood has 
been a proponent of enhancing the city’s 
existing skate park with a more modern 
addition. Now, it appears the stars are 
aligning to grant his wish—not to mention 
throngs of avid skateboard enthusiasts.
   The Sedro-Woolley Rotary Club is 
spearheading a push to make the new 
skate park happen. Billing it as the club’s 
premier project for 2012–13, the club is 
asking local businesses to support the park 
by contributing in any way they can:
• Purchasing a piece of the skate park, 

such as a brick, bench, drinking 
fountain, or other element

• Donating cash or in-kind labor and 
materials toward construction

• Sponsoring an area as a group or as 
an individual

• Sponsoring a fundraising event
   Wood told the Chamber meeting 
attendees the process is already under 
way. The new-and-improved park will 
be located at the same site as the existing 

one, adjoining the baseball field on 
Metcalf near SR 20, tucked into the field’s 
southeast corner. The new park won’t 
change the baseball park size or use.
   “And it will be the nicest skate park 
between Bellingham and Seattle,” he said 
of the project, whose price tag is expected 
to reach $150,000.
   The Rotary Club hopes to begin 
demolition of the existing park in June 
and is eyeing a July 5 start date for 
construction of the new park. Woods 
estimated the project would take 8 to 10 
weeks to complete.
   “We firmly believe that redesigning and 
renovating the skate park into an attraction 
for skaters of all ages and abilities will 
foster civic pride and support community 
livability,” Wood wrote in a letter to the 
S-W business community.
   He has an ally in local skateboarder and 
mother of three Amy O’Reilly, who joined 
him at the Chamber meeting and spoke of 
her love of the sport and the community’s 
support of the project. O’Reilly, 40, didn’t 
start skateboarding till she was 35.
   “The student support is incredible,” she 
said.

—J. K. M.

Photo by Elizabeth Lentz
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Lyman

Council summary
   The Lyman Town Council held its 
regular monthly meeting on March 13. 
Following is a summary of that meeting.

• Council moved the Water System 
public hearing to April 10 at 6:30 
p.m., in order to give the public 
more time to comment on the grant 
application.

• Mayor Heinzman requested 
permission to pour a slab behind her 
property, on which to place a trash 
receptacle. The project will be at her 
expense; the pad will be level with 
the existing ground. Mark Kitchen 
is to check for water and/or propane 
lines that may be close to the site. 
Council granted permission for this 
project.

• Council accepted a revised bid from 
Arne Svendson for alley work. 
Kitchen will invite Svendson to the 
next council meeting so they can go 
over the scope and timeline for the 
project.

• Kitchen will schedule pump house 
maintenance with T. M. G. as soon as 
possible, a project that is included in 
the 2012 budget.

Lyman Library tales
By Elaine Kohler

   After finally deciding there was not 
going to be a spring, it finally arrived! I 
hope everyone else enjoyed the weekend 
of March 24–25 as much as I did. I found 
all kinds of new growth in the garden and 
now I am full of ideas for the new year of 
gardening. So I guess the book of the month 
this time is all the seed catalogs available in 
the library. Even if you don’t actually order 
from them for most things, they are a great 
source of information. I am still learning to 
garden in this area, so each year I try a few 
new things. This year is cabbage. Wish me 
luck.
   We recently received a huge donation of 
books; many of them for teens and little 
guys and gals. We will move some of the 

puzzles to make room for them. Have had 
a request for more of the Teen High School 
series, so if you have some that are taking 
up space somewhere, we would love to have 
them. We request that all donations are kept 
to pleasure reading. Sadly we are limited in 
available space.
   I will visit my youngest daughter and her 
family the first two weeks in April. There 
are three great grand babies I have yet to 
meet.  Have also been told there is another 
one on the way. Not sure how many there 
are now; I lost count at 12! Must be that 
California sunshine.
   If you need any information about the 
library while I am gone, Jan will cover my 
time on Thursday and she will be able to 
answer any of your questions.
   Till next month have fun playing in the 
dirt.

“The Cool Guys”  
Rick’s Refrigeration, Inc  

402 State Street  ~  Sedro-Woolley  
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Postmaster Roberta 
Melton retires
   March 30 marked Lyman Postmaster 
Roberta Melton’s last day on the job. 
Customers, friends, and well-wishers 
stopped by all day to congratulate her and 
send her off with warm memories from 
her time in Lyman. A large sheet cake was 
on hand for all visitors.
   Melton, 65, came to the post office at 
ZIP code 98263 in 1984, working a part-
time postmaster-relief position until 1999, 
when she moved into the chief role.
   Melton, who lives just three miles 
outside of Lyman, says she’s going to 
miss her customers: the people of Lyman.
   “They’re the best. I’ve always said that: 
I have the best customers of any post 
office,” she said.
   Travel is in Melton’s post-retirement 
future, as is doing “a lot of little things 
around the home—at my convenience,” 
she said, adding that she wants to spend 

Right: Members of 
Lyman Girl Scout 

Troop No. 42566 spent 
some time on Sat., 
March 24, sprucing 
up the landscaping 

near the entry at 
Lyman Elementary 

School. From left are 
Hailey Hoyt, 6; Jasara 

Temple-Taylor, 12; and 
Victoria Shepard, 6.

The girls used money 
from cookie sales to 

fund a community 
project: reestablishing 

the environment in 
front of the school. 
They cleaned out 

garbage and dead 
plants, replanted new 
flowers, and installed 

some stepping stones. 
“The school loved it,” 

said Troop Leader 
Brittany Hoyt.

Photo by Brittany Hoyt.
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Day Creek

Community notes
   Peter Edelson has been involved in 
waterfall research conducted in Day 
Creek. Next month’s column will contain 
a detailed report.
   A new Winter Relationship Encounter 
series is under way. Hosted by Dave and 
Kathy Henderson and Day Creek Chapel, 
the course material was created by Dr. 
David Jeremiah. Here’s the schedule for 
each day:
   Social time: 5:45 to 6 p.m.
   DVD:  6 to 6:45 p.m.
   Workshop: 6:46 to 7 p.m.
Dates
   April 8  Skip (Easter Sunday)
   April 15, 22, 29
   May 6, 20
   Bring a notebook and pen. Catch the 
information on the church readerboard. 
Questions? Call Kathy Henderson, 
360.826.3581.
   Easter at Day Creek Chapel includes 
a Good Friday Remembrance and 
Communion on Fri., April 6, at 7 p.m. An 
Easter Celebration service will be held 
Sun., April 8, at 10 a.m.
   Day Creek Chapel has a very active 
women’s ministry team, Women of Hope, 
and they have been concerned about 
women of all ages in the eastern part of 
the county.
   A group of women has formed in eastern 
Skagit County. Unaffiliated with any 

specific church, the group can cross lines 
without proprietary identification.
   The group’s first event is in the planning 
stages, with  author, speaker, and horse 
woman Kim Meeder,  to be held Sept. 6 in 
Sedro-Woolley.
   Any women’s ministry group that wants 
to be involved with Women of Hope is 
encouraged to contact any one of the 
following:
   Sylvia Miles  360.826.3696
   Sharon Herring  360.661.5037
   Bonnie Lintz  360.856.1385
   Sue Walden  360.826.3944
   Shannon Shipley 360.472.1211
   Kathy Henderson 360.826.3581
   A community bulletin board has been 
installed at the Day Creek Fire Hall. 
Community members are invited to post 
their business cards, coming events, and 
Day Creek activities on the board—then 
contact Concrete Herald at 360.853.8213 
or editor@concrete-herald.com.
   The Day Creek Fire Hall is looking 
for a community-minded person to take 
charge of maintenance. Tasks such as 
lawn mowing, bee control, pressure-
washing, etc., are crucial to the upkeep of 
the hall. If you’re interested, call Travis 
Arendse at 360.826.5125.
   Community Club Potlucks are held on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 
p.m., at the Day Creek Fire Hall. The next 
potluck is slated for April 17.

—Kathy Henderson

Give your portfolio 
a “Spring Cleaning”
By Nick VanJaarsveld 
   Springtime is almost here. If you’re like 
many people, the arrival of spring means 
it’s time to spruce up your home. But why 
stop there? This year, consider applying 
some of those same spring-cleaning 
techniques to your investment portfolio.
   Here are some ideas you may want to 
put to work:
Get rid of clutter
   You probably don’t have to look too 
far around your home to find things that 
are no longer useful to you. If you poke 
around your portfolio, you might make 
similar discoveries: an investment that has 
chronically underperformed, duplicates 
another investment, or met your needs in 
the past but is less relevant to your current 
situation and goals. Once you identify 
these types of investments, you may 
decide to sell them and use the proceeds to 
take advantage of opportunities that may 
prove more valuable to you.
Consolidate
   You might find that consolidation can 
offer you some benefits. Do you have one 
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 
with one financial services provider and a 
second IRA with another? Do you have a 
couple of old 401(k) accounts with former 
employers? And have you scattered 
investments here, there, and everywhere? 

By consolidating all these accounts in one 
place, you can cut down on paperwork, 
reduce fees, and, most importantly, unite 
your investment dollars so that it’s easier 
for you to see what you have and then 
follow a single, coherent investment 
strategy.
Prepare for turbulent weather
   As you know, springtime can bring 
heavy rains, hail, strong winds, and other 
threats to your home. Just as you need 
to safeguard your home, you’ll want to 
protect the lifestyles of those who live in 
that home—namely, your family. You can 
help accomplish this by reviewing your 
life and disability insurance to make sure 
it’s still sufficient for your needs.
Get professional help
   When you decide to “tidy up” your 
portfolio, you’ll need some assistance 
from a financial professional—someone 
who can study your current mix of 
investments and recommend changes to 
help ensure your holdings are suitable 
for your risk tolerance, time horizon, and 
short- and long-term goals.
   Spring cleaning can reinvigorate your 
home and your overall outlook. By tidying 
up your investment portfolio, you can help 
gain some of that same optimism—for 
your future.  

Nick VanJaarsveld is a financial advisor 
with the Sedro-Woolley office of Edward 
Jones. Reach him at 360.855.0239.

New faces at Child 
Evangelism Fellowship
   Sylvia Miles of Day Creek has been 
elected chairman of the board for Child 
Evangelism Fellowship. Sylvia leads with 
the CEF vision statement as high priority.
  Sue Walden of Concrete is the newest 
member of the board serving as their 
church liaison. A deep love for children 
sparks her interest in this worldwide 
Bible-centered mission.
   CEF has welcomed to their staff Lynn 
Griffin of Sedro-Woolley. A gifted 
communicator, Lynn teaches several Good 
News Clubs and also coordinates teams of 
teens leading 5-Day Clubs (Vacation Bible 
School) throughout Skagit and Island 
counties.

more time with her family. After a 
conversation with her friend, former 
Marblemount Postmaster Kathy Watson, 
Melton decided it was time.
   “Life’s too short,” said Melton.
   Former Concrete Post Office employee 
Dina Dawson will serve as the post office 
postmaster-relief until a new postmaster 
is named.

—J. K. M.

Lyman Postmaster Roberta Melton 
retired on March 30, after 13 years in the 
position.

Sylvia Miles. Submitted photo. Lynn Griffin. Submitted photo.Sue Walden. Submitted photo.
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March in pictures

Above: Cascade Middle School wrestlers ruled the District Wrestling Championships March 24, held this year at 
Anacortes High School, where they left their closest competition more than 200 points behind them on their way 
to capturing first place. The school’s large squad saw 15 wrestlers enter the finals, with 12 champions at day’s 
end. Now in his 20th year, Head Coach Greg Bisbey has led the team to first-place finishes 18 times. “We’re 
usually right there,” he said. “We had a good group of kids.” The school’s 12 champion wrestlers of the day were 
Noah Stroosma, 90 lbs.; Bryce Hornbeck, 95 lbs.; Dayton Bailey, 100 lbs.; Dylan Brier, 105 lbs.; Thor Wagoner, 
110 lbs.; Adam Adkinson, 115 lbs.; Briar Johnson, 125 lbs.; Billy Hornbeck, 137 lbs.; Riley Gerard, 145 lbs.; Carter 
Crosby, 154 lbs.; Quinn Carpenter, 164 lbs.; and Nick Oudman, 185 lbs. Photo by Billie Lyons.

Above: Andrea Hastings, Aja Lee, and Victoria 
Shepard enjoy a little music and dance during 
song time at a March “His Kids” Fun Night at 
Community Bible Church in Concrete. For more 
information on the program, see the article, p. 12. 
Submitted photo.

Above: Ovenell’s cows and chickens have 
gone national, reports Cindy Kleinhuizen 
of Ovenell’s Heritage Inn. Shown is 
one result of a photo shoot the family 
participated in last summer for Innova pet 
foods. Submitted image.

Above: Keith Alesse and Saara Kuure traveled to Joplin, Mo., to participate in a 
“Chocolate Boot Camp” from March 20–23. The confectioneering couple, who live 
near Concrete but maintain The C Shop candy store in Birch Bay, attended the class 
series to learn more about working with chocolate. “We really did learn a lot and 
made some great contacts,” said Kuure. Alesse and Kuure are shown above, holding 
their certificates of completion after the boot camp. This Easter season, look for the 
couple’s Easter bunnies at Skagit County Haggen stores and the Skagit Food Co-op. 
Submitted photo.

Above: Young musicians perform during the Concrete Music Department’s Spring 
Concert March 22. The all-school concert, which is held twice annually, included 
performances from the 6th Grade Band, Intermediate Band, Middle School Honor 
Band, High School Choir, and High School Band, under the direction of Music 
Director Peter Ormsby.

Right: Concrete Mayor 
Judd Wilson checks his 

progress while cutting 
down a failing Maple tree 

in the town’s Garden Club 
Park March 7. Wilson and 

Public Works staff have 
been working to thin out 
dying and danger trees 

from the park. The Parks 
Committee is guiding 

efforts to help the park 
regain the appeal it had in 

the 1970s.

Above: Mackenzie Hanna, 6, of Big Lake and Isabel Guesford, 2, of Mount Vernon, 
munch on cookies while listening to Sedro-Woolley Mayor Mike Anderson read from 
The Wizard of Oz in the U.S. Bank lobby. The girls were in town for the community’s first 
“Story Walk” event, which enticed them and dozens more with story readings in more 
than 20 area businesses. Story-themed, locally crafted quilts served as backdrops; 
behind the girls above hung two quilts by Renee Swanson of Lyman, titled The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar and Dinosaur Roar!

Above: Feb. 17 found members of Girl Scout Troop No. 40781 from Sedro-Woolley 
in Olympia for a reading of Resolution 8686, which was signed by all 49 state 
senators. The resolution declared 2012 the “Year of the Girl.” This year marks the 
100th anniversary of Girl Scouts. Shown are Senators Jim Kastama, David Frockt, 
Brian Hatfield, Tim Sheldon, Craig Pridemore, Christine Rolfes, and Jeanne Kohl-
Welles with the Girl Scouts and troop leaders. Submitted photo.

Above: Levi Lowry, a 4th grader at 
Concrete Elementary School, shows 
off his Science Fair project, a trebuchet 
he built. The March 28 event drew 60 
entries—20 more than last year—and had 
to be moved from the library to the gym.

Left: Sedro-Woolley High School Assistant Principal 
Jeff Ingrum (left) sings “Let My Love Open the Door” 
with Montgomery Gentry’s Eddie Kilgallon during the 
Challenge Day concert March 16. The fundraiser 
pulled in about $4,000, which will be used to help pay 
for the school’s Challenge Day program this fall.
Photo by Elizabeth Lentz.

Left: Concrete senior Andy Aiken soars during the men’s long 
jump event at Mount Vernon High School March 22. Aiken ruled 
the track that day, grabbing first place in the long jump, triple jump, 
100m sprint, and 4x100m relay.

Left: Concrete 
Elementary 
student Christian 
Joens from 
Marblemount is 
interviewed by 
KSVU 90.1 FM 
reps Christie 
Fairchild (left) and 
Marren Yarbrough 
during the school’s 
Science Fair 
March 28.



Hamilton

Birdsview buzz
   Happy spring, everyone. I know it’s 
spring because the hummingbirds are back 
and so are the slugs! Like the first, not so 
much the second.
   Forgot an anniversary last month: Happy 
belated 39th anniversary to Ed and Pam 
Giecek. They live in Arlington, but make 
the trip to Birdsview often—Ed coming to 
jam, Pam coming to crochet. Ed’s also the 
artist of the beautiful watercolor paintings 
at the brewery, and Pam recently designed 
a take-out menu, brochures about the 
brewery, and the coolest kids’ menu 
you’ve ever seen!
   The music room is almost done. The 
wall is out, and we can’t wait to hear how 
it sounds. We’re looking for musicians to 
play. Anyone out there wanting to play for 
beverages and food? Contact me.
   May 5 is our 4th annual Home Brew 
Contest. If you are a homebrewer and 
brew all-grain, check out our Web site or 
come into the brewery for details. The 
winner brews with BrewMaster Bill, 
and the brew comes out at Birdstock. 
That’s also Cinco De Mayo, so some 

other special things will be taking place 
as well, like another Beerzar. In other 
brewery news, we will drop our regular 
deli sandwiches and add some specialty 
ones. Look for those coming soon. And 
sorry to say, but we’ve dropped our 
root beer to make room for more beers.
The brewmaster likes to experiment and 
needed some room. The first new beer 
will be a blackberry/blue agave beer, with 
local Birdsview blackberries picked and 
frozen waiting to be used.

Birthdays
   10 Nancy Parker
   11 Woody Deryckx
   12 Saara Kuure
   13 Cora Thomas
   14 The one-and-only, one-time-I-
 died-but-then-I-didn’t-ta-da son, 
 Jason Voigt
   16 Jennifer Daley
   24 Ron Lemon
   If I forgot someone, it’s because I didn’t 
know! So, tell me please anything you 
want to see in the buzz.
   Have a great April everyone.

—Kris Voigt
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Council summary
   The Hamilton Town Council held a 
regular meeting Feb. 14. Following is a 
summary of that meeting.

• The water line project bids were 
discussed. Councilmember Benjamin 
explained some of the changes 
proposed by Mayor Bates to be 
considered for the project. The 
changes would add two “Ts” and 
remove one of the fire hydrants. 
   Councilmember Moore suggested 
each bidder be notified of the changes 
and request their revision. It was 
questioned whether all bids would 
need to be rejected and new bids 
requested or could each bidder be 
asked to revise their bids. 
   Jim Hobbs, from Ravnik & 
Associates, stated one option 
available was to accept the low 
responsible bidder and issue a change 
order for the changes. An addendum 

to the bid package would not be valid 
after all bids were opened and made 
public. Contractors in the audience—
David Buchanan from DG Buchanan 
Construction and John from P & P 
Excavating—expressed their opinion 
that this could be very costly to the 
Town and unfair to the bidders. 
   Councilmember Bonner stated 
he made a chart of all the bids 
submitted and noted there were major 
differences in what was being bid 
on, that they could not be compared 
properly. Councilmember Bonner felt 
proper plans and specification needed 
to be provided and the project re-
bid. Councilmember Moore made a 
motion to reject all bids, a motion that 
passed unanimously. 
   Hobbs volunteered his time 
to meet with Mayor Bates, Tom 
Selin, Cas Hancock, and a council 
representative to create a bid package. 
Councilmembers Cromley and 
Bonner will meet with the above-
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named individuals on Feb. 21 at 9 
a.m. so plans and specifications can 
be drawn up.

• A letter from Aaron Walker of 
Cumberland Street with a complaint 
regarding dogs not being curbed was 
presented to the council. Town of 
Hamilton has an ordinance requiring 
all dogs be leashed, and a nuisance 
ordinance. The main offenders live 
in the apartment building across the 
street from Walker. It was agreed that 
the owner of the apartment building, 
Mr. Bassman, would be notified in 
a letter that there was a complaint 
filed. Walker would be notified of the 
action taken.

• In Mayor Bates’ absence, Mayor pro-
tem Jensen asked Cas Hancock for 
the water report. Hancock reported 
a loss of 45 percent. The possible 
reason for the loss was Janicki using 
the fire hydrant for water. A letter 
to John Hunter and Lisa Janicki at 
Janicki Industries explaining the 
process to meter any water from the 
fire hydrants would resolve some of 
the loss. Cas Hancock stated that once 

the new line was completed, more of 
the loss problem would be resolved.

• Fire Chief Bates explained that he 
was required to leave his employment 
for numerous inspections at the 
Janicki Industries plant. He requested 
the town find someone else to do 
the inspections or he could receive 
additional payment to do them. 
Councilmember Bonner asked what 
Bates would require to continue to do 
the inspections. Bates suggested an 
interlocal agreement with the county 
to do the inspections. The cost for 
the inspection could be included in 
a permit fee set by the council. The 
clerk would contact James Sherwood 
regarding the cost of inspection 
being included on the permit. 
Councilmember Bonner stated Bates 
could be paid per inspection by 
amending the Salary Ordinance to 
include a fee to the Fire Chief for 
each inspection. Councilmember 
Moore requested Bates submit the 
cost he would require to do the 
inspections for the next meeting.
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Remembering the B
Retired Gorilla Publications

Author: Jim Stinson
Format: Hardback, full color, gloss paper
Pages: 464
ISBN: 978-0-615-56786-0
Price: $39.95 + $10 shipping/handling
Order: www.rememberingtheb.com
Phone: 509.474.9345

Page 216 of Remembering the B 
reproduces a sports page from the March 
12, 2003, issue of The Arlington Times, 
announcing the Darrington Loggers as 
the 2003 State “B” title champions after 
the Loggers trounced Shoreline Christian 
64–43. Image reproduction with author 
permission.

B Tournament, cont. from p. 1

   The book is the culmination of a 
40-year career in sports and a love of 
history and research. Stinson grew up 
in Illinois, but spent his adult career in 
schools districts in Montana and eastern 
Washington, teaching math, English, 
history, government, economics, and 
drivers’ education. He coached football, 
basketball, track, and cross-country. These 
days, you’ll find him serving as the head 
timer at the state track meet for 1A, 2B, 
and 1B schools in Cheney each year.
   In 1973, Stinson and his wife moved 
to Washington from Montana, and he 
went to his first Class B school basketball 
tournament. It was the start of a different 
kind of love story.
   “I had never seen a 16-team format 
like the one Washington had. In Illinois, 
we had only one class, so big schools 
would play little schools. I was really 
impressed.”
   Drawing on his history and English skill 
set, Stinson typed a 112-page book he 
titled Tournament Fever. “It was bad, but 
a lot of people liked it,” he laughed.
   That was it for Stinson’s writing efforts. 
For 30 years.

Retirement kick-start
   In 2009 Stinson retired from teaching 
and coaching at Davenport High School, 
and decided it was time to write again. 
“When I retired I got really serious about 

it. I did a lot of research and had a lot of 
material, so I started writing,” he said.
   He got some help with the project 
from four men he refers to in the book 
as “The Crew”: proofreader Bruce 
Bennett, a writer from Friday Harbor; 
newspaper writer Kevin Heimbigner from 
Ilwaco; Morton sportswriter and former 
tournament player Chris Johnson; and 
Nick Babcock, a former sports editor for 
Wenatchee World.

A landmark reference
   More than two years later, Stinson, who 
is 65, has produced a book that is equal 
parts reference tool and entertainment. 
The hardbound, full-color book’s glossy 
pages dutifully pay homage to what 
Stinson calls “the greatest basketball 
tournament ever held.” Its pages include 
summaries of each of the 68 boys and 33 
girls tournaments played between 1931 
and 2010. There are feature stories about 
the coaches, players, and administrators 
who populated the tournament over 
the years, as well as articles on the 
tournament’s early pioneers.
   Remembering the B also includes a 
chronology of rule changes from 1923 
to 2010, a 135-page index of names and 
point totals for the 12,986 players who 
suited up for the tournament, scores and 
other information about the 2,622 games 
played between 1931 and 2010, and 
statistics and all-tournament teams. 

Lions and Loggers
   Both Concrete’s and Darrington’s 
basketball teams have made it to 
the tournament, but Darrington’s 
appearances—and accomplishments—far 
eclipse that of its rival. The Lions made 
it to State in 1947 (placing fourth), 1984 
(not placing), and 1985 (placing sixth).
   Darrington, on the other hand, has gone 
to the tournament 23 times since 1950, 
placing most of their trips and bringing 
home the championship trophy in 1955, 
1957, and 2003, when they stomped 
Shoreline Christian 64–43.
   In the women’s tournaments, Concrete 
sent its Lady Lions to the tournament 
in 1985, but they were unable to place. 
Darrington sent its women’s team 13 
times between 1983 and 2010, but only 
one trip brought back a placing: In 1985 
the women placed 8th.
   “Concrete was up against it just getting 
out of the district to make it to State, 
because the competition was very tough,” 
said Stinson. “When the private schools 
started dominating the Northwest District, 
there were even fewer opportunities for 
Concrete.”
   La Conner, which always serves up stiff 

competition for Concrete and Darrington, 
has been to the tournament more times 
than any other school in the state—but 
they’ve never won it.

“Money trumps tradition”
   Stinson’s book is a labor of love, but 
also a sort of mourning for the loss of a 
tournament that he feels has been all but 
destroyed by the WIAA.
   “It was just A and B, but now we 
have six classifications determined 
by percentages and school size,” said 
Stinson. “Somehow it got out of whack. 
Next year there will be only 48 schools 
the size of Concrete—the 2Bs. The 1Bs 
will have more than 100 schools; ditto the 
1As. You could be bouncing up and down 
all the time if you’re close to the count. 
You could be a 1B school one year and 2B 
school the next year. You’re always on the 
borderline; you never know where you’re 
at. It’s politics and it’s money. Money 
trumps tradition. The WIAA blew up the 
leagues. It has ruined everything.”
   Stinson has been touring the state, 
making appearances and selling his book. 
And when he’s done, he’s done, he said.
   “Even if I run out, I’m not going to print 
more. My wife wants me to do some other 
things with our lives,” he said.

—J. K. M.
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Darrington
Court orders 
Green Mountain 
Lookout removed

Pioneering Today
Spring cleaning
By Melissa K. Norris

   I don’t know about you, but I await the 
beginning of spring with anticipation. I can’t 
wait to begin my garden, sink my hands 
into warm soil, and run barefoot over thick 
grass. I imagine the pioneers felt much the 
same way.
   There’s one thing I’m not so crazy about 
in the spring. The sunshine shows all those 
little corners where I haven’t cleaned quite 
so well over the winter. 
   Many of the pioneers did a major spring 
cleaning where they took all the rugs outside 
and beat the dust out of them with a broom 
or long stick. Thankfully, we have vacuum 
cleaners to do this chore for us throughout 
the year. But we can take a lesson from 
them and clean out our houses.
   I recommend starting with the kitchen 
cupboards. Go through all your cookware, 
and if you haven’t used in it a year, donate 
it to Goodwill. Next, group items together 
in your cupboards: Keep all the bakeware 
together; nest muffin pans, bowls, and 
dishes inside of one another.
   To keep cookie trays and pizza stones 
upright, try a tension rod in between. 
Things take up a lot less room when they’re 
vertical.
   I love Mason jars and I have antique ones 
sitting out as decoration. I decided to put 
those puppies to work. I filled them with 
trail mix, rice, and noodles, freeing up 
cupboard space. I like things that are pretty 
to function as well.
   And as spring really kicks into gear, those 
Mason jars make pretty flower vases.

Melissa K. Norris is a Christian fiction 
novelist who lives in Rockport. For more 
“Pioneering Today” articles, go to www.
melissaknorris.com.

April calendar
   Darrington Family Support & Resource 
Center will sponsor its annual Easter Egg 
Hunt on Sat., April 7, from 1 to 2 p.m., at 
the Harold Engles Memorial Park, 1006 
Cascade Street. For more information, call 
360.436.0308.
  Cascade Senior Center’s Chicken 
Dinner will be Fri., April 13, from 5 to 
7:30 p.m. at Cascade Senior Center, 1115 
Darrington St., Darrington. Seating is 
limited, so buy your tickets in advance 
at the center. For more information, call 
360.436.0646.
   Skit Night at Mansford Grange will be 
Sat., April 14, from 7 to 9 p.m. A dessert 
social also is on tap. The grange is located 
at 1265 Railroad Ave., Darrington. For 
more information, call 360.436.2107.
   Community Clean-up Day is Sat., 
April 21. Bring your unwanted trash to the 
airport from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Snohomish 
County Hazardous Waste will be at the 
bus barn. For more information, call 
360.436.1131.
   After a morning of cleaning up, join 
Darrington Area Business Association 
(DABA) and the Skate/BMX Park 
Committee in Old School Park on Givens 
St., Darrington. See what the DABA is 
up to and check out the new site for the 
future skate/BMX park. Hot dogs will be 
provided; feel free to bring a side dish to 
share. Let’s get together as a community.  
For more information, call 360.436.0308.
   The next Community Contra Dance 
is scheduled for Sat., April 21, at the 
Mansford Grange in Darrington. The 
evening will begin with a potluck dinner 
at 5:30 p.m., followed by dance lessons 

at 7 p.m. and the dance at 7:30 p.m. Atlas 
String Band will provide the live music, 
with calling by Michael Karcher. For 
more information, call 206.402.8646.
   Darrington Area Friends For 
Public Use (DAFFPU) will hold its first 
potluck meeting April 28 at 6 p.m., at 
36922 Swede Heaven Road, Arlington. 
DAFFPU, a division of DABA, is a new 
group forming to do volunteer work to 
keep access to our forest service roads 
open.
   Sponsoring a road will involve patrol-
ling a road and looking for problems, 
clearing debris from ditches and culverts, 
clearing debris off the road, and replacing 
reflectors and signs when needed.
   Work parties for larger projects will 
involve some brush clearing of debris on 
roads. Youth groups are encouraged to 
sponsor roads for litter pick up.
   Discussion will include more ideas and 
options. Keeping track of volunteer hours 
is going to be very important for in-kind 
matches for grants and recorded hours 
for public support for each road that is 
worked on. For more information, call 
360.436.2167.

May events
   Mansford Grange Spring Plant & 
Bake Sale will be Sat., May 5, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Mansford Grange 
in Darrington. Come browse the plants 
for sale and check out the homemade 
baked goods. For more information, call 
360.436.2107.

—Marla Skaglund

   From March 10–11, the National 
Park Service and the Skagit chapter of 
Backcountry Horsemen Association held 
a “Packing 101” class in a private arena 
north of Sedro-Woolley.
   On hand to teach two dozen pros and 
novices were Heather Swanson and 
Art Olson with the NPS. Olson and his 
wife, Christie Fairchild, own and operate 
Glacier View Mules in Rockport.
   The class covered all the basics of 
packing a mule train with “all the way 
loads”; i.e., packs that wouldn’t come 
apart on the trail. Knots, essential gear, 
and the crucial “diamond” hitch were 
discussed. “We’re teaching them how to 
pack in ‘diamond country,’” said Olson.

—J. K. M.

Darryl Weidkamp of Birdsview and Heather Swanson with the National Park Service load 
up Sadie during a “Packing 101” class in Sedro-Woolley March 11. The two-day class, 
which began the day before, hosted newcomers who wanted to learn how to pack a 
mule, as well as professionals who wanted to brush up on their knot-tying and packing 
skills. Art Olson and Christie Fairchild, who own Rockport-based Glacier View Mules, 
were on hand to assist Swanson. Olson is Swanson’s colleague at the Park Service.

Packing 101
Rockport’s Glacier View 
Mules lends a hand at 
March mule-packing class.
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April at the
Darrington Library

Programs for infants and children

• Baby & Me Storytime, April 26, 
10:30 a.m.

• Preschool Storytime, April 13, 20, 
27, 11 a.m., for ages 3 to 5 years 
(caregiver required)

• Connect with Straws, April 4, 11 
a.m., for ages 5 to 11

• Bees, Birds and Blooms, Oh My! 
April 5, 11 a.m., for ages 5 to 11

• Kapow! Superheroes On the Move, 
April 6, 11 a.m., for ages 5 to 11

• Tween Time: Beading Blast, April 21, 
2 p.m., for ages 9 to 11

Teen programs
• Teen Hang Time, April 11, 18, 25, 3 

to 5 p.m. For ages 12 to 19 (grades 6 
to 12).

• Teen Advisory Board, April 9, 3:30 
p.m. For ages 12 to 19 (grades 6 to 
12).

Adult programs
• Bibliophiles (Book Lovers): The 

Room by Emma Donoghue, April 4, 
6:30 p.m.

• Wolverine: Chasing the Phantom, 
April 11, 6:30 p.m.

• Paint Washington Wildflowers in 
Watercolor with Molly Hashimoto, 
April 14, 11 a.m. Learn how to 
use watercolor to paint a variety of 
Washington state wildflowers. All 
supplies are provided. Preregistration 
required.

   For more information on these and other 
programs offered by Darrington Library, 
go to www.sno-isle.org?ID=1194.

—Bryan Stratton, branch manager
Darrington Library
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Democratic caucus time 
in the upper Skagit
By Christie Fairchild, Rockport PCO

   April 15 will find local Democrats 
gathering in several locations to voice 
their opinions, select their candidates, 
collect voters’ resolutions, and elect 
delegates to carry the wishes of their 
neighbors to the county convention later 
this month. Divided into “precincts,” all 
caucus meetings will begin at 1 p.m.
Caucus locations
   Concrete High School, 45389 Airport 
   Way, Concrete
Precinct No./name, Legislative and 
Congressional Districts (LD and CD)
   107 Sauk: LD 39, CD 1
   111 Birdsview: LD 39, CD 1
   146 Newhalem: LD 42, CD 1
   133 Mansford: LD 39, CD 1
   601 Concrete: LD 39, CD 1
   Rockport Fire Hall, Alfred St., 
   Rockport
   148 Rockport: LD 39, CD 1
   114 Cascade: LD 39, CD 1
   If you’d like to volunteer to help set 
up or serve as secretary (note-taker) or 

Public comment period 
open for Suiattle River 
Road 26 access
   After a March 29 public meeting to 
discuss an Environmental Assessment 
of repairs to Suiattle River Road 26 in 
the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National 
Forest, a public comment period has been 
established through April 20 to comment 
on the assessment.
   The public meeting was hosted by the 
Federal Highway Administration and  
Forest Service. The Environmental 
Assessment discussed during the meeting 
is available at www.wfl.fhwa.dot.gov/
projects/wa/suiattle/ or www.fs.usda.gov/
goto/mbs/suiattlerd26.
   The public has until April 20 to 
comment on the assessment. Comments 
can be emailed to wfl.suiattleriverroad@
dot.gov or mailed to Federal Highway 
Administration, 610 East Fifth Street, 
Vancouver, WA 98661-3893.

   EVERETT — A U.S. District Court 
has ordered the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
National Forest to remove Green 
Mountain Lookout from the Glacier Peak 
Wilderness in a decision favoring the 
plaintiff in a lawsuit filed last year. The 
decision was made March 27.
   Wilderness Watch filed the lawsuit 
claiming the Forest Service violated 
the Wilderness Act and National 
Environmental Policy Act for restoring the 
lookout. The Civilian Conservation Corps 
built the lookout not far from Darrington 
in 1933. The lookout is on the National 
Historic Register.
   “We just got the decision today,” said 
Darrington District Ranger Peter Forbes 
on March 29. He explained that the 
Department of Justice has 60 days from 
March 27 to review the court decision and 
determine whether or not to appeal.
   “During that time, we are looking 
at ways of complying with the court’s 
decision,” Forbes said.

tally clerk, please contact your Precinct 
Committee Officer (PCO), or call Skagit 
Co. Democratic headquarters in Mt. 
Vernon at 360.336.1555.
   The caucus system is the most grass-
roots process in our political system, so 
come and participate. Let your voice be 
heard. Be there: Sun., April 15, 1 p.m.

Skagit Fisheries plans 
weeding, tree planting 
at Steelhead Park
   In honor of Earth Day, Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group will host an ivy-
pulling and native tree-planting event 
at Howard Miller Steelhead Park in 
Rockport on Sat., April 21.
   The project is a joint effort among 
SFEG, Washington State Park Service, 
Skagit County Parks & Recreation, 
National Park Service, Starbucks, and 
private landowners. Volunteers are 
welcome to join the work party.
   A large population of noxious English 
Ivy will be removed and replaced with 
native plants. Work will begin at 10 a.m. 
and continue till 1 p.m. Volunteers of 
all ages are welcome; bring gloves and 
boots, or borrow those provided by SFEG. 
Snacks will be provided.
   Registration and carpooling are strongly 
encouraged, since supplies are limited. 
For more information or to register for 
the event, contact Casey Costello at 
360.770.7391 or wcc@skagitfisheries.org.
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NewhalemMarblemount

Marblemount organic farmers Brandie 
Lambdin and Bradley Tremper lost their 
home to fire in March. An effort is under 
way to collect donations to help them get 
back on their feet. Photo courtesy of The 
Sandy Spade Farm.

Fire destroys 
Marblemount 
farmers’ home

Mark your calendars...

Upcoming reunions
Rockport/Marblemount Old Timers/School reunion will be held Sun., Aug. 19 at the 
Howard Miller Steelhead Park in Rockport. We’ll eat around noon. Bring your favorite potluck dishes. For 
more information, call Penny LaFleur Mitchell at 360.856.6465.

Concrete High School classes of the 1950s will be held Sat., Aug. 18 at the Skagit View 
Village in Concrete. Eating will start around 1:30 p.m.; bring your favorite potluck dish or dishes. For more 
information, call Bonnie Drake at 360.853.8233 or Penny LaFleur Mitchell at 360.856.6465.

—Penny LaFleur Mitchell

Lower Bacon Creek Road 
work party planned
   Citizens for Forest Roads, a volunteer 
group, will hold a series of work parties 
in April and May to cut brush and remove 
debris from lower Bacon Creek Road 
north of Marblemount.
   People who want to help should bring 
loppers, garden rakes, and pitchforks, as 
well as garden or leather gloves, lunch, 
and water or beverages. Work starts at 9 
a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m.
   Volunteers putting in 30 hours of labor 
on this and other CFFR projects will earn 
a no-cost, one-year Northwest Forest Pass.
   Citizens for Forest Roads started four 
years ago with the aim of helping maintain 
public access to roads in the national 
forest. For more information about CFFR, 
call 360.220.5393.

Clearing begins on 
North Cascades 
Highway
   State DOT crews began snow-removal 
efforts on the North Cascades Highway on 
March 26, working from the east side.
   As of March 30, workers had moved 
west of Varden Creek (milepost 174) on 
the east side. By the end of that day, the 
road and shoulders were cleared to the 
Silver Star Gate, as was the parking area 
at that point. Crews were to resume work 
April 2.
   On the west side, progress had stalled 
at milepost 137, where the no-name creek 
slide was, as of March 30.
   WSDOT’s annual reopening work is 
starting almost three weeks earlier than 
last year.
   “Last year we opened in late May, and 
that meant visitors coming to Winthrop’s 
49’er Days festival had to use Stevens 
Pass to get here,” said Twisp Maintenance 
Supervisor Don Becker. “We know that 
was hard on drivers, so we’re hoping that 
this year, we can get the highway open by 

the first weekend in May.”
   West-side crews near Diablo couldn’t 
begin work at the same time as the east-
side crews because of heavy snowfall: 
nearly 10.5 feet at Rainy Pass as of March 
27.
   Clearing work on the North Cascades 
Highway couldn’t begin in earnest 
until the avalanche danger on Stevens 
Pass subsided so WSDOT could safely 
move its avalanche crew north to SR 20. 
Clearing work from the closure gates to 
the first avalanche zones, however, began 
without the avalanche crew.
   During a scouting trip up the highway 
March 7, crews found snow up to 60 feet 
deep burying the road below the Liberty 
Bell Mountain avalanche zone.
   Last year, late-season snow from the 
La Nina winter led to the second-latest 
reopening on May 25, since the highway 
first opened in 1972. Last fall, the 34-
mile stretch of SR 20 between the Skagit 
and Methow valleys closed because of 
avalanches on Nov. 21.
   For maps, pictures, FAQs, and a history 
of opening dates, go to www.wsdot.
wa.gov/traffic/passes/northcascades/.

Public input sought 
for Ross power house 
rockslide Environmental 
Assessment
   A March 2010 rockslide within Ross 
Lake National Recreation Area destroyed 
several facilities used by Seattle City 
Light (SCL) for hydroelectric operations 
and by the National Park Service (NPS) 
for recreational and administrative use.
   SCL has developed a long-term plan 
to provide permanent access to these 
hydroelectric facilities in a manner that 
minimizes potential impacts to park 
resources and recreational uses. The 
National Park Service has developed the 
Ross Power house Rockslide Environ-
mental Assessment, which evaluates 
potential impacts and is available for 
public review through April 19.
   One of the main actions addressed 
in the Environmental Assessment is a 
series of blasts in summer 2012 intended 
to dismantle an unstable rock buttress 
above the rockslide, which is likely to 

collapse. Blasting would be followed 
by rock scaling and bolting to shore up 
the area and make it safe for facility 
reconstruction.
   The Ross Powerhouse Rockslide 
Environmental Assessment and supporting
materials are available for review at
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/ross_rockslide.
Online comments are encouraged but 
comments may also be submitted via
regular mail, postmarked by April 19, to:
   Superintendent, North Cascades 
      National Park
   ATTN: Ross Rockslide EA
   810 State Route 20
   Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
Copies of the Ross Powerhouse Rockslide 
Environmental Assessment are available 
for public review at the following 
locations:
   Sedro-Woolley: North Cascades 
National Park Complex Headquarters
   Marblemount: North Cascades National 
Park Complex Administrative Office
   Copies also are available by calling 
360.854.7201 or e-mailing noca_
superintendent@nps.gov.

Marblemount 
postmaster retires
   Marblemount Postmaster Kathy Watson 
joined her friend and fellow postmaster, 
Roberta Melton of Lyman, in retirement—
actually, she beat her to it.
   Watson turned in her key on Feb. 24 
after three years in the Marblemount 
position. Prior to that she was a part-time 
employee at the Rockport post office from 
1993 to 2009.
   Freedom and flexibility are what Watson 
is looking forward to the most. At 62, she 
became eligible to retire and since the past 
two years of her life have been stressful, 
she decided to take advantage of the 
opportunity.

   “If something comes up spur of the 
moment, I can do it now, instead of 
worrying about trying to find someone to 
cover me at the office,” she said.
   She’ll “stick around, maybe do a few 
trips now and then, but nothing major,” 
adding that she has a new grandson with 
whom she’d like to spend as much time as 
possible.
   What will she miss? “A lot of very nice 
customers,” she said. “Some you get to 
know very well; you visit and keep up 
with what’s going on with them. That 
social context I’ll miss.”
   Former postmaster relief employee 
Cindy Shirley is covering Watson’s duties 
until the postmaster position is posted and 
filled.

   North Cascades National Park Ranger 
Kevork Arackellian and pilot Anthony 
Reece, co-owner of Darrington-based 
Hi Line Helicopters, were honored 
March 7 by Secretary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar for their July 2009 rescue of 
an injured climber. Reece received the 
Citizen’s Award for Bravery and Ranger 
Arackellian received the Valor Award.
   Reece and Ranger Arackellian 
conducted one of the most challenging 
rescues in the history of the North 
Cascades National Park Search and 
Rescue program. In July 2009, a party of 
four mountaineers were climbing 8,151-
foot Mount Terror when the lead climber 
fell and was left dangling upside down 
on the rope, semi-conscious with a femur 
fracture and head injury. His partners 
situated him on a ledge approximately one 
foot wide, and while one of the climbers 
stayed behind to provide care, the two 
others continued up the mountain into cell 
phone range to call for assistance.
   Since the injured climber’s injuries 
were life-threatening and his location was 
inaccessible by a ground team, a short-
haul rescue attempt was planned.

   In fading evening light, Reece moved 
Ranger Arackellian, attached to the 
helicopter with a 100-foot short-haul line, 
precisely to the rock face where the two 
climbers were anchored. Reece held the 
aircraft in a hover next to the sheer cliff 
while Ranger Arackellian attached the 
injured man to the short-haul line, cut him 
away from two rock anchors, and handed 
off a pack of supplies to the other climber. 
After slowly moving the ranger and patient 
away from the cliff, Reece then flew them, 
still hanging from the short-haul line, 
more than 10 miles to transfer the patient 
to a medical helicopter. This evacuation 
saved the injured climber’s life.
   Poor weather then moved in and 
prevented the evacuation of the remaining
climber, who had stayed behind with 
the injured man. Only after this climber 
had endured four days of rain and snow 
did the weather clear enough for Reece 
and Ranger Arackellian to successfully 
perform the same risky maneuver to 
rescue him during a very short flyable 
window of weather, with fog and clouds 
still clinging to the cliffs above the 
accident site.

Help Brandie 
and Bradley

   Close friend Corina Sahlin is 
organizing donations for Brandie 
and Bradley. Checks in any amount 
can be made payable to either 
Brandie Lambdin or Bradley 
Tremper, and mailed to:

The Sahlins
P.O. Box 123

Marblemount, WA 98267

   Marblemount farmers Brandie Lambdin 
and Bradley Tremper have been trying 
to recover from a March 11 fire that 
destroyed their home. They’ve spent days 
salvaging what they could save.
   The couple have lived in the upper 
valley for almost two years, operating 
The Sandy Spade Farm. The organic farm 
produces a variety of vegetables, plus 
chickens, turkeys, and eggs, following the 
guidelines of sustainable agriculture.
   Like most catastrophes, the fire was 
unexpected and thorough. “It was a total 
loss,” said Tremper. “We lost everything.”
   Most of their possessions weren’t 
covered by insurance, so they finally 
agreed to allow family friends Steve and 
Corina Sahlin to organize a donation 
campaign. Money is what’s needed most.
   Sahlin put out the word on Facebook 
and the response thus far has been 
encouraging, to say the least. “If many 
people give even a small amount, it will 
add up,” wrote Sahlin in her Facebook 
post. See the information box at right for 
donation details.
   Tremper said he and Lambdin intend to 
relocate to a new place in Marblemount 
after they get their affairs in order. The 
Sandy Spade Farm will continue to 
operate, although “not at a high scale this 
year,” said Tremper. “But we’re definitely 
staying in the valley. We’ve loved it here.”

—J. K. M.

Discover Pass 
transferability 
signed into law
   OLYMPIA — A single, state recreation 
land pass now can be used on either 
of two motor vehicles, thanks to new 
legislation signed March 30 by Gov. Chris 
Gregoire.
   The change takes effect immediately. 
Holders of previously issued annual 
passes may enter a second vehicle license 
number on their existing pass.
   Pass transfer between two vehicles also 
applies to vehicle access passes (VAPs) 
issued free with purchases of annual 
fishing and hunting licenses for access 
to Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW) recreation lands and 
water-access sites.
   The Discover Pass was created by the 
2011 Legislature and took effect last 
July. Required to park motor vehicles 
in state parks and other state recreation 
lands, the pass was created to make up for 
reductions in state general fund support 
for state recreation lands.
   The annual Discover Pass is sold 
for $30 and provides vehicle access to 
millions of acres of state recreation lands 
managed by the Washington State Parks 
and Recreation Commission, WDFW, and 
the Washington Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). One-day passes are 

available for $10 but are not transferable.  
   The Discover Pass is sold through state 
vehicle-licensing outlets, at state parks, 
at some retail businesses, and through 
WDFW’s recreational licensing system, 
known as the Washington Interactive 
Licensing System (WILD).
   Eighty-four percent of Discover Pass 
revenues go to State Parks, while WDFW 
and DNR each receive 8 percent. 
   So far, revenue from Discover Pass sales 
has come in at less than half of original 
projections.

North Cascades National Park Ranger 
and Darrington helicopter pilot receive 
bravery and valor awards for rescue

At a March 7 ceremony in Washington, D.C., private helicopter pilot Anthony Reece (far 
left) received the Department of the Interior’s Citizen’s Award for Bravery, and Ranger 
Kevork Arackellian (far right) received the Department of the Interior’s Valor Award for 
their involvement in the July 2009 rescue of an injured climber on Mount Terror in North 
Cascades National Park. Presenting the award are David J. Hayes, Deputy Secretary of 
the Interior (second from left) and Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Interior (third from left). 
Photo by Rosa Wilson, NPS.
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Seniors
   Is boredom contagious like the 
flu or the common cold? It happens 
to all of us at one time or another. 
When someone sitting next to us 
sneezes, we immediately assume 
cold germs are soaring through 
the air. Likewise, when someone 
yawns, another person yawns too. 
It happens at the local cafe and 
in church. It is transmittable and 
usually is a sign of boredom. Can 
it be infectious? If so, what is the 
remedy?
   Generally, boredom is an 
emotional state experienced when 
a senior citizen is without any 
activity or is not interested in his 
or her surroundings. Some seniors 
think they have seen it all and 
nothing will change. Boredom has 
been defined by C. D. Fisher as 
an unpleasant, transient affective 
state in which the individual feels 
a pervasive lack of interest in and 
difficulty concentrating on the 
current activity. For many senior 
citizens, that activity, or lack of it, 
is called retirement.
   I can excuse everything but 
boredom. “Boring people don’t 

have to stay that way,” said Hedy 
Lamarr, an actress from the early 
20th century. Even the poet Dylan 
Thomas had an opinion on the 
subject. He said, “He who seeks 
rest finds boredom. He who seeks 
work finds rest.”
   So there is a solution to this 
contagious malady. But as 
might be suspected, each case of 
boredom has its own grounds for 
becoming a problem—and its own 
solution.
   Of course, the opposite of 
boredom is excitement, diversion, 
and amusement. And this brings 
the coming spring season to mind. 
The sun shines more, and ideas 
for things to do in the warmth are 
rising with the morning mist. When 
we were kids, stuff like kick-
the-can, hide-and-seek, marbles, 
and riding a bike as fast as you 
can were automatic distractions. 
Not anymore. Other possible and 
doable passions must take their 
place. Here’s where imagination 
replaces boredom. It also incites 
the creative ability to confront and 
deal with a problem.
   How about keeping it simple and 
doing the things you did last spring 
and summer: Walking, biking, 
going to movies and dinners, 
golfing, bowling, poker, bridge, 
bingo—or volunteering time to a 
local charity.
   Other people in your life help 
separate boredom from everyday 
life. Meeting people at different 
places replaces boredom. Maybe 
they have ideas for what to do to 
keep active and getting that peppy 
step back. The saying “Just Do It” 
comes to mind. That’s the fun in it.

Patrick M. Kennedy is the author
of Being a Senior Citizen. Find it 
at www.funwithretirement.com.

60 years ago
   April 10, 1952: The Concrete 
High School band lived up to 
highest expectations last week at 
the Northwest Music Festival in 
Bellingham, winning first in all 
entries and unusual acclaim as 
a band. The band was rated not 
only as a “first,” but also “highly 
superior.”
   April 10, 1952: Dreams of a 
profitable career in crime evidently 
touched off a very stupid attempt 
to break open the safe at the 
high school office last Saturday 
morning. Two juveniles from the 
rural route, both students at the 
local school, were tried today in 
the juvenile court in Mount Vernon 
as the result of their folly.

80 years ago
   April 21, 1932: The first aid 
team of the Concrete troop of Boy 
Scouts did not win any trophies 
at the state contest held in Seattle 
last Saturday evening, but the boys 
finished in the top division. The 
local scouts finished in a tie with 
Mullen, Idaho, for fifth place with 
a score of 94.2.
   Scoutmaster J. J. Baxter and 
Coach Howard Carleton said the 
Concrete boys were equal to any 
team in the contest in practical 
knowledge of first aid work, but 
lost out to more experienced teams 
on technical points.
   Making the trip to Seattle were 
scouts Norman and Alan Arlin, 
Lyle Buchanan, Donald Leonard, 
and Franklin Barta.

70 years ago
   April 16, 1942: Although an 
extra week was added to the 
campaign for “Home Defense 
Week” by the Civilian Defense 
headquarters, the state and all 
communities came through very 
well. Concrete, however, had the 
honor of leading the state with a 
record of 95 percent cooperation 
from its citizens.
   This means that practically 
every home in the community now 
displays one of the official window 
cards showing that the householder 
is prepared for air raids by having 
sand, hose, and the various tools 
needed to combat fire bombs, 
and in addition the right spirit of 
cooperation with their air raid 
wardens.

Coffee Break
Boredom be gone
By Patrick Kennedy

Concrete Center

April 2012
Activities

Lunch served
Mon. – Fri., noon

Mondays
   9:30 a.m.    Mental health therapy
   9:30 a.m.    Beginning quilting
   9:30 a.m.    Men’s group
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   11:30 a.m.    Couponing
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Tuesdays
   9:30 a.m.    Mental health therapy
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   10 a.m.     Dominoes
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Wednesdays
   9:30 a.m.    Income tax assistance
     by appt.
   9:30 a.m.    Advanced quilting
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Thursdays
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.   Wii Sports play
   10 a.m.     Open studio 
     watercolors
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Fridays
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   10 a.m.     Movie (viewers’ choice)
   12:30 p.m.    Dominoes

Special Events
4/11 11 a.m.    Advisory Board meeting
4/11 12:30 p.m.    Bingo
4/24 12:15 p.m.    Leap of Faith
4/25 12:30 p.m.    Bingo
4/27 Noon    Birthday Lunch

Closures
4/27 Furlough Day

Being a Senior Citizen

Order your copy of
Patrick M. Kennedy’s book

http://funwithretirement.com/BeingSenior.htm

Subscribe 
Today!

Your life. Your stories. Your news.

The Voice of Eastern Skagit County

Send your check, payable to Concrete Herald, to:
Concrete Herald

P.O. Box 682 , Concrete, WA 98237

Prefer to pay with a credit card?
Go to www.concrete-herald.com  and click on “Subscribe”

*E-edition sent via e-mail as a 
PDF attachment(s); include e-mail 

address with order.  
See www.concrete-herald.com for 

Canadian and overseas rates.

1 Year
Subscription Options

••••••••••••• 12 ISSUES ••••••••••••••

Print 
$27

E-edition*

$15
Combo

Print and E-edition
$36

Subscribe  
to the new e-edition 
of Concrete Herald!

Save
a tree!

See Way Back, p. 29

Way Back, cont. from p. 28

   The boys worked for two or three 
hours on the safe, with only the 
light of a book of matches. In that 
time all they accomplished was to 
pry a small section of the metal 
face away from the top of the door. 
They then gave up the job and 
went home.

50 years ago
   April 19, 1962: An old-fashioned 
flower garden, complete with white 
picket fence, flowers, greenery, and 
a white trellis entwined with white 
pear blossoms was the scene for 
the style show and silver tea held 
Monday afternoon at the American 
Legion hall by the Cascade Junior 
Women’s Club.
   More than 125 women and 
children enjoyed the silver tea 
with fancy cookies, nuts, and fruit 
breads. The hall was colorfully 
decorated for the tea.

40 years ago
   April 27, 1972: Demolition of the 
crumbling cement plant in central 
Concrete will begin in mid-June, 
Lone Star announced this week.
   Plant Manager W. R. McClinton 
told Concrete Herald a letter of 
intent has been signed with Iverson 
Wrecking Company of Seattle.
   Plans call for removal of 
everything north of the coal track 
except for office buildings. The site 
will be leveled and planted, with 
future use undetermined at this 
time. The plant, which has been 
closed since early 1969, borders 
State Route 20.

30 years ago
   April 29, 1982: Seeb Hall, a 
young man with a mission to 
stop the spread of worldwide 
nuclear arms buildups, was in 
Concrete Monday night to give 
a presentation about nuclear war. 
Hall has been walking east from 
the Trident base on the Kitsap 
Peninsula since April 17.

   Betty and Bill decided to have a party, so they invited their friends. 
The day of the party dawned and the guests began to arrive. They were 
greeted and seated in the living room as they came.
   The hosts went to the kitchen to see that everything was going 
smoothly there, the drinks cooling, the platters of food arranged. Then 
they went to the living room and on the way were puzzled by an eerie 
silence. Had the guests left in their absence and the party was over 
before it started? They rounded the corner to the living room and saw an 
amazing sight: Not a word was passing between the guests.
   Why? Because they were all busy with those strange gadgets they held 
in their hands—smart phones and the like—reading and writing. Way to 
have a party, think? Cheap, too, since no drinks or food are needed.
   At my age, the probability of being on this planet this November 
becomes lessened, so I thought I would pretend that I am a seer and can 
do predictions. Here they are:
1. Obama will probably serve a second term.
2. The Republicans have not sought out and put forward any 

outstanding candidate.
3. The Republicans have an all-male agenda (discount the two 

improbable runners, Palin and Bachmann—I haven’t a clue as to why 
those two were put out there for consideration).

4. Gingrich’s contribution to a presidency is already documented by his 
congressional service. Evidently not spectacular.

An occasional comment
By Jeanne Malbrain

By April 16, 1942, almost every 
house in Concrete displayed an 
official window card like the one 
shown above, indicating that 
the homeowner was thoroughly 
prepared for air raids.
Archive photo.

The Voice of Eastern Skagit County



30  •  Concrete Herald  •  April 2012 www.concrete-herald.com

   During the past couple of weeks, I 
have had the privilege of serving on 
a panel at Concrete High School that 
listened to potential graduates fulfill one 
of their many requirements: the Senior 
Presentation. The primary emphasis of the 
presentation allows the student to share 
their hopeful career path, along with what 
they will be doing the year following their 
graduation that will assist them in taking 
those first steps toward their career.
   The first thing I have learned during my 
years of evaluating Senior Presentations 
is that I should have bought stock in 
the company that produces Top Ramen.  
It’s amazing how many students plan 
on living off of Top Ramen after they 
graduate. (Based upon how much money 
they think it costs to feed a healthy 
18-year-old, Top Ramen may be all they 
can afford.)
   The second thing I have learned 
during my years of evaluating Senior 
Presentations is that far too few of these 
students have true mentors in their 
lives. An overwhelming percentage of 
graduating students are coming from 
single-parent homes or from homes in 
which both parents are working and 

Sunday School lesson
Top Ramen and mentoring
By Rob Thomas
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Feb. 17
   Deputies investigated an assault in the 
Concrete area that involved a former 
boyfriend of the female victim. The male 
entered the home they had been sharing 
and assaulted her. Both subjects were 
intoxicated. Deputies also learned the male 
was in violation of a no contact order for 
being at her residence and having any 
contact with her. It was determined that he 
was the aggressor; he was booked into jail.
Feb. 18
   A Lyman resident reported that her wallet 
was taken sometime during the evening 
hours while at a local establishment. After 
she gave a friend a ride home she could no 
longer find her wallet. Deputies have some 
information to follow up on.
Feb. 21
   Deputies received information that a 
male subject was at a Birdsview residence 
contacting a female in violation of a no 
contact order. Deputies contacted the female, 
who denied any contact with the male. 
When the deputies requested permission to 
search the home for the male, she refused. 
There were no witnesses to the crime, and 
the deputies took no other action.
   An owner of heavy equipment reported the 
theft of more than 100 gallons of diesel and 
damage to his equipment he has stored at a 
job site in the Day Creek area. This is the 
second time in a week that his property has 
been stolen or damaged. Extra patrols have 
been set up for the area. No suspects at this 
time.
Feb. 23
   A female Hamilton caller reported that 
her live-in boyfriend damaged property 
inside their home. She said that he 
disabled the television as he was watching 
a game that upset him. Deputies are 
investigating, and charges will be filed.
Feb. 24
   A deputy was in the Day Creek area 
monitoring traffic on the South Skagit 
Hwy. when he noticed a vehicle pass 
by with the driver not wearing a seat 
belt. The deputy stopped the vehicle and 
learned that the driver did not have a valid 
driver’s license. The driver was cited for 
driving with a suspended license.
Feb. 26
   A Clear Lake female reported that her 
ex-boyfriend stopped by her residence 
yelling at her in violation of an order. 
He also was sending her numerous text 
messages. Deputies followed up on the 
information and located the suspect at a 

Skagit County Sheriff’s Office

Blotter

Worship directory

residence in the Mount Vernon area. He 
refused to come to the door. Deputies 
applied for a telephonic search warrant. 
The warrant was granted by a judge, 
and the suspect was located inside the 
residence hiding behind a couch. He was 
booked into jail.
Feb. 26
   A deputy stopped a suspect vehicle near 
Hamilton for an equipment violation. 
Upon contacting the driver, the deputy 
could smell a strong odor of an illegal 
substance. The deputy was able to 
determine that the driver had the illegal 
substance in the car; the driver voluntarily 
gave the substance to the deputy. The 
driver was cited and released.
Feb. 29
   A security officer with a private timber 
company reported that he had a pickup 
blocked on a private road near Concrete 
after they went through a closed gate. He 
suspected they were hunting. Deputies 
arrived and determined that the suspects 
did not have permission to be there and 
were cited for trespassing.
March 5
   A male Concrete caller reported that an 
assault had occurred in the Cape Horn 
area. Deputies contacted all involved and 
determined that it was a dispute between 
a father and daughter and the daughter’s 
boyfriend. Punches were thrown and slight 
injuries occurred, causing one of the fighters 
to go to the hospital to get checked out. 
Deputies arrested a female suspect and 
issued citations to a male suspect.
March 8
   A clerk at a Lyman business called to 
report a female came into the store to use 
the phone. She appeared to be upset and 
was telling someone on the phone about 
getting a ride and was scared about a fight 
that occurred. The clerk was concerned 
for the female as she was with another 
male. The female left the store with the 
male. Deputies attempted to track down 
the owner of the vehicle she left in, but 
were unable to.
   A male Sedro-Woolley caller reported that 
a drunk male came to his house offering to 
trade him a knife for a ride into town. Before 
deputies could arrive, the suspect passed out 
in the caller’s yard. Deputies were able to 
wake him, and he was taken to his residence 
in the Clear Lake area.
March 9
   A suspicious male was in Concrete 
Town Center accused of trying to sell 
pills. He was also causing problems in a 
tavern. Deputies contacted the male and 
determined he was not from the area. He 
denied selling any pills. There was no 
victim at the time of the call, and he was 
eventually transported to Burlington.

Assembly of God
Concrete Assembly of God
45734 Main St., Concrete; 853.8042
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Tue.: Men’s meeting, 8:30 a.m.
Wed.: Adult Bible study, 6 p.m.
Thur.: Women’s Bible study, 6:30 p.m.
Bruce Martin, pastor

North Cascade Community Church
59850 SR 20, Marblemount
360.873.2504 // www.mmag.net
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wed.: Teen Connection, 6 p.m.
           Women’s Ministry, 2 p.m. (2nd, 4th, 
          and 5th Wed.)
Thur.: Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m.
Dave Nichols, pastor
E-mail: pastordave@fastmail.fm

Baptist
First Baptist Church
12732 Hemlock St., Clear Lake
360.856.2767
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wed.: 7 p.m.
John Batts, pastor
E-mail: pastorjohn@firstbaptistclearlake.com

Hamilton First Baptist Church
797 Hamilton Cemetery Rd. at SR 20
Office: 360.826.3307
Sunday School: 9:40 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Ron Edwards, pastor

Lyman Baptist Church
31441 W. Main St., Lyman
Office: 360.826.3287
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Catholic
St. Catherine Mission Church
45603 Limestone St., Concrete
Office: 855.0077
Weekday hours: 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
Sun. Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Father Martin Bourke, pastor

Covenant
Community Covenant Church
12605 Highway 9, Clear Lake
360.856.1023 // covenant@wavecable.com
www.clearlakecov.org
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.
Call for weekly youth group/Bible studies
Tim Hedberg, pastor

Free Methodist
Day Creek Chapel
31438 S. Skagit Hwy, Sedro-Woolley
Office 360.826.3696
Rick Miles, pastor
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Tue.: Women’s Bible study, 9:30 a.m.
Thur.: Bible study at Mt. Vernon Manor, 
6:45 p.m.
Fri.: Dinner/Bible study at Miles’ 6:30 p.m.

Methodist
Central United Methodist Church
1013 Polke Rd., Sedro-Woolley
360.856.6412 / centralumcsw@yahoo.com
www.gbgm-umc.org/cumc-sedrowolley
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.
Marilyn Kallshian, pastor

Presbyterian
Mount Baker Presbyterian Church
45705 Main St., P.O. Box 246, Concrete
Church 853.8585; office 595.0446
www.mtbakerpresbyterian.synodnw.org
Sun. worship: 9 a.m.
Tom Ross, pastor

Lutheran
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
46372 Main St., Concrete / 853.8814
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Marcus Stroud, pastor

Nondenominational
Community Bible Church
45672 Limestone, Concrete; 853.8511
E-mail: cbcofconcrete@earthlink.net
Sun. School: 9 a.m.; Worship Svc: 10 a.m.
Childcare/Children’s Ministries at both
Contact church for other ministries
Rob Thomas, pastor

Rockport Christ the King Comm. Church
11982 Martin Rd., Rockport, WA 98283
Church office: 853.8746
Pre-service fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. service: 10 a.m.
Sun. eve. Bible study: 5 p.m.

To add your place of 
worship to this directory, 

call 360.853.8213 or e-mail 
editor@concrete-herald.com.

Obituaries
Amanda Sprong
   It is with heavy hearts 
that we inform you our dear 
Amanda has passed on from 
this world.
   She was born May 7, 1967, 
and spent most of her life 
in Concrete. Along the way, 
I know Amanda met many 
people and made many friends who were dear to her.
   Amanda loved a great many things, some of which 
were singing Karaoke, all things purple, playing 
Yahtzee, walking, fresh fruit, American Idol, cool 
rocks and gems, collecting unicorns, making tie-dye 
shirts, being silly, listening to good music, biscuits and 
gravy, grandbabies, concerts, the beach, giving little 
gifts, making homemade jam, a good movie, crystals 
in a sunny window, kicking everyone’s butt at Guitar 
Hero, and just having a good time.
   Amanda fought cancer for two years, finally 
succumbing to the disease on Feb. 29, 2012. I believe 
she is free from that now and at peace with herself 
and the world. We love you, friend, and will miss you 
so much.
   Amanda was preceded in death by her mother and 
two brothers. She is survived and will be missed by 
numerous family and friends.
   No formal services are planned; Amanda’s ashes 
will be scattered by her family privately. If you would 
like to attend a celebration to honor Amanda’s life 
being held this summer, watch for an announcement 
to be published at a later time.
   Otherwise, play some Guitar Hero, go to the beach, 
watch the sunset, and remember the good times.

Level 3 Sex Offender
NOTIFICATION

   The Skagit County Sheriff has released 
the following information pursuant to 
RCW 4.24.550 and the Washington 
State Supreme Court decision in State v. 
Ward, which authorizes law enforcement 
agencies to inform the public of a sex or 
kidnap offender’s presence.
   Lynch, David Ray
   Age: 32
   Race: W   Sex: M
   Height: 6’ 2”
   Weight: 240
   Hair: Brown
   Eyes: Hazel
   Address: 243xx 
Richards Rd., S-W
   Lynch was convicted 
of fourth-degree assault with sexual 
motive in 2006, then failed to register 
as a sex offender. While on probation he 
offended again. Lynch also was convicted 
of first-degree rape of a child in 1997.
   Lynch is not wanted by the police at this 
time. Citizen abuse of this information to 
threaten, intimidate, or harass registered 
sex or kidnap offenders is a punishable 
offense and also will result in the removal 
of the online notification resource.
Source: Skagit County Sheriff

Sergeant’s 
corner
By Skagit County 
Sheriff’s Sergeant 
Chad Clark

   Just as burglaries are a crime of 
opportunity, so are vehicle prowls. On 
a regular basis, the Sheriff’s Office 
investigates vehicle prowls throughout 
the county. I am going to provide you 
with some common-sense tips on how to 
avoid becoming a vehicle prowl victim.
   Criminals are always looking for 
items to steal that do not belong to them, 
and unlocked vehicles are a perfect 
opportunity for them.
• Always lock your doors when you 

are home. Vehicle prowls occur at 
residences usually during the night 
when the criminals can hide in 
the darkness and you are sleeping 
unaware of what is outside.

• Park your car near your home if you 
do not have an enclosed garage. If 
you have a mercury-type lighting 
system at your home, park under it.

• NEVER leave valuables in your 
car overnight. If you usually leave 
your CDs in your car, do not leave 

them in sight. Criminals will usually 
target vehicles that have valuables 
visible. Remember, breaking your 
window to get in your car makes 
noise, which may put the criminal at 
risk of being seen.

• Keep an inventory of what is in your 
vehicle. You need a list of all CDs so 
they can be tracked down.

   These are basic ways to avoid being 
a victim of vehicle prowl. These crimes 
occur not only at night, but also during 
the day. Oftentimes we investigate 
vehicle prowls at fishing accesses. The 
areas are often off the beaten path, and 
the vehicle owners are busy fishing 
or hiking and not aware of what is 
occurring at their parking location. 
• Always remove valuables from 

plain view. Take them with you if 
possible.

• Always lock your doors.
• Be aware of your surroundings prior 

to leaving your car. Take note of 
occupied vehicles in the area and 
any suspicious persons.

Chad Clark is sergeant for the Skagit 
County Sheriff’s East Detachment in 
Concrete.

See Sheriff’s Blotter, p. 33

Obituaries online
   Obituaries published in Concrete Herald 
from May 2009 to present are being posted 
online: 
   www.concrete-herald.com/obituaries.
   For more information, e-mail editor@
concrete-herald.com or call 360.853.8213.

simply doing everything they can to make 
it paycheck to paycheck.
   There is a great opportunity for us 
adults to positively affect the upcoming 
generation—the same generation that will 
be paying for your Social Security benefits 
when you retire.
   I know: I can already hear the chorus of 
voices, “I’m already too busy. And now 
you’re asking me to invest my limited 
time and energy into someone else’s 
kids?”
   Yes. Think back to when you were in 
your teens. Did someone other than your 
parents reach out to you and help make 
a difference in your life? If not, imagine 
what a difference it would have made if 
someone had done so. The reality is that 
you either were blessed to have a mentor 
or you could have been blessed by having 
a mentor.
   Let’s not complicate the issue. A simple 
phone call during the week, a pick-up 
game of basketball, or a ride downriver 
all provide simple opportunities to make a 
positive and lasting impression in the life 
of a young man or woman. The Apostle 
Paul wrote to Timothy, “The things which 
you have heard from me in the presence 
of many witnesses, these entrust (commit) 
to faithful men, who will be able to teach 
others also” (2 Timothy 2:2).
   Don’t take your experiences and life 
lessons to the grave. What a waste. Why 
not make a difference (possibly for all 

of eternity) in the life of a young man or 
woman by investing your life in theirs?

Rob Thomas is pastor of Community Bible 
Church in Concrete.

March 11
   Deputies were dispatched to an out-of-
control male juvenile in the Marblemount 
area. The father had been struck by the 
suspect and two cars were also damaged. 
Upon the arrival of the deputy, the suspect 
was located coming out of the woods. He 
was taken into custody. The suspect said 
he was tired of listening to his parents 
argue and he lost his temper. He was 
booked into Juvenile Detention for assault 
and malicious mischief.
March 12
   A male Hamilton caller reported some 
property was taken from his garage while 
he was away fishing. He tracked the 
property down and determined it was his 
ex-wife who took it. It was determined 
that she had proof of purchase, and no 
charges were filed.
March 15
   A female Clear Lake caller reported 
her ex-boyfriend arrived at her home 
on Old Day Creek Rd. to gather some 
belongings. An argument ensued and the 
female was pushed. A relative of hers then 
came inside the house after hearing the 
commotion and she was also struck by the 
male. Deputies stopped the male in his 
vehicle a short distance away and booked 

success. He also stated he spoke with 
the lawyer for the museum and that 
she had agreed with the language in 
the contract and was going to talk to 
Jim Ladd, who is the president of the 
museum board. 
   Jack Mears discussed the fly-in and 
its importance to the town. He further 
discussed the insurance issues. Jack 
stated at this point he is unsure if the 
fly-in will take place. 
   Mayor Wilson will call Jim Ladd 
this week to discuss the event further.

Council Summary, cont. from p. 6

RENT A BED
in the Angele Cupples

Community Garden, Concrete

4’ x 8’     $25 per year
4’ x 10’   $35 per year
4’ x 12’   $35 per year

NEW THIS YEAR!
Children’s Garden:

Kids under age 18 can garden in a bed of 
their choice — FREE:

2’ x 2’
3’ x 3’
4’ x 4’

Get growing!
Info: Jason Miller: 360.853.8213
 goodwords@frontier.com or
 Marla Reed: 360.391.2589
 marla.mr@frontier.com
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B u s i n e s s  d i r e c t o r y
Auto/Equipment repair

Clear Lake Heavy Equipment Repair
12785 State Route 9, Clear Lake
360.856.9004
Maintenance and Repair of Cars/Pick-ups
Excavators/Dump Trucks and more!
Roadside Service Available

Bookkeeping
UpRiver Bookkeeping Services
360.826.4448 or 360.708.9761
upriver21@frontier.com
Reasonable rates
Payroll services to full-charge bookkeeping

Brew pubs
Birdsview Brewing Co.
Fresh micro beer brewed on our premises
Great food! Family friendly!
Open Tuesdays through Sundays
38302 State Route 20, Birdsview
360.826.3406 / www.birdsviewbrewingco.com

Consignment Shops
New 2 You
Resale clothing and accessories
50/50 split paid as in-store credit
Wed. to Sat., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
44942 State Route 20, Concrete
360.853.5911

Construction
Don Payne’s Backhoe Services
Extensive experience, reasonable rates
Trenching for electrical and plumbing lines, 
site preparation, road- and lot-clearing
360.853.7838 / 770.0178
dpaynes2001@yahoo.com

Insurance
Farmers Insurance
Notary Public
45905 Main Street, Concrete
** CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOW RATES!! **
PLEASE CALL FOR QUOTE
360.333.8851

Landscaping
Spaces — Daniel and Sierra Mencucci
Designing and building landscapes in the
Pacific Northwest for nearly 20 years.
View great “before” and “after” photos at
www.landscapesbyspaces.com
360.435.1603 // 800.317.5535

Lodging
Ovenell’s Heritage Inn/Double O Ranch
Fully equipped log cabins; AAA; 580-acre 
cattle ranch; all-natural, grain-fed beef;
special events; getaways; local discounts; and 
wildlife! See our views of Mount Baker!
360.853.8494 / www.ovenells-inn.com

Restaurants
Buffalo Run Restaurant
Exotic meats and all-American favorites!
Reopening April 6; Friday through Sunday
11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
60084 State Route 20, Marblemount
360.873.2103

Cascade Burgers
45292 State Route 20, Concrete
Featuring great burgers, fries, and milkshakes 
in a 1950s, family-style atmosphere!
OPEN DAILY: M-Sat. 11–7, Sun. 11–5
Ask about our daily specials!  360.853.7580

Donald K. Moore Construction
Dump truck / Sand / Gravel / Topsoil
Complete excavation and lots, to acreage
cleared / log loads, underground utilities avail.
Licensed, bonded, and insured
360.853.8525 / Reg. #DONALKMO15KE

Farm and estate sales
Salmagundi Farms / George A. Lloyd
We buy, sell, trade; consignment or cash paid
35 yrs. sales experience
Licensed, bonded, & insured
360.678.5888
SALES EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

Gifts
All Valley Storage & Gifts
31687 SR 20, Ste. 102, Lyman/Sedro-Woolley
Our prices can’t be beat! Beanpod candles, 
home/garden items, decorating ideas, more!
360.826.6001 / allvalleystorageinc@live.com
Online: www.allvalleystorageinc.com

Matty’s on Main
45905 Main Street, Concrete
** UNIQUE & ANTIQUE **
Family Gift Shop / Special Orders
FREE GIFT-WRAPPING AVAILABLE
360.333.8851

Hair salons
Hair Fitness
Complete family hair care, specializing in:
PERMS / COLOR & CUTS / WAXING
More than 25 years’ experience!
Call Kathy Monrad and Becki Hoover for appt
360.853.8684

To add your business to this directory, call 360.853.8213 or e-mail ads@concrete-herald.com

Neapolis Restaurant
Authentic Mediterranean, dine-in or take out
108 W. Moore St., Sedro-Woolley
Sunday through Thursday, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
360.855.1400

Perks Espresso & Deli
Full breakfast, espresso, sub sandwiches, 
drive-thru and take-out. Find us on Facebook.
M–F, 5 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sa.– Su. 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
44586 SR 20, Concrete
360.853.9006

The Washington Cafe and Bakery
Fresh salmon, fish-and-chips; prime rib on Fri. 
nights. FREE Senior Easter Dinner, April 9, 
4:30 p.m., by reservation only.
45938 Main St., Concrete
Tue. – Sat., 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. // 360.853.7723
washingtongrillnbakery@gmail.com

Self-storage
Concrete Self-storage
Located on Fir Street, Concrete
Heated and nonheated, security surveillance, 
coded entry, 4x5 to 15x32 units, locks for sale. 
Customer service is our top priority!
360.853.8100/concreteselfstorageinc@live.com

Towing services
Dave’s Towing 360.853.7433, Concrete, WA
Services include towing and extractions, cash 
for clunkers, abandoned vehicle removal, 
lockouts, tire changes, and fuel delivery.
Credit cards and insurance accepted. Lower 
cost to Concrete residents.
360.853.7433 or 360.770.6705

Rogers Towing
Fast, friendly, affordable service.
24/7 towing, lock-outs,
damage-free flatbed plus wheel-lift towing.
Credit cards accepted.
360.826.5514

Health
Natural allergy 
relief
By Karl Mincin

   Sneeze, wheeze, sniff, snuff, drip, 
drop, scritch, scratch. If this sounds 
like springtime to you, consider one of 
the safer, more effective natural allergy 
alternatives to the up-and-down side 
effects of over-the-counter antihistamine 
and decongestant allergy medicine.
   Aller-Herbs/8 is a fast-acting all-
herbal combination formula that provides 
effective relief of hayfever and allergy 
symptoms, usually within 20 to 30 
minutes. Not only is it without side 
effects, but unlike allergy medicine, it 
leaves your respiratory and immune 
systems stronger, even reducing the 
chance of the wintertime infections such 
as influenza, bronchitis, pneumonia, and 
sinus infection.
   Although the common over-the-counter 

allergy medicines relieve symptoms by 
suppressing the immune system, they 
actually drive sinus congestion and 
mucous accumulation deeper into the 
bronchial lung tissue. So, even though 
they dry out the runny upper respiratory  
faucet of spring, they also set the stage 
for the next winter’s deeper bronchial 
infections, including pneumonia.
   Respir-all is a vitamin-mineral-herbal 
specialty formula containing natural 
and effective antihistamines such as 
Quercitin and nettle. Because of the role 
that the adrenal glands play in the allergic 
response, this formula includes the adrenal 
support nutrients pantothenic acid (a 
B vitamin) and licorice root. Asthma 
sufferers also benefit from this profile of 
nutrient support.
   Quercitin is a bright yellow flavanoid 
extracted from onion and other foods that 
is available by itself or in combination 
with Bromelain or in such formulas as 
Respir-All mentioned above. Quercitin 
has pronounced antihistamine, anti-

inflamatory, and antioxidant properties. 
I’ve observed that it often provides my 
patients significant relief.
   Nettle leaf extract may reduce the 
symptoms of hayfever, including sneezing 
and itchy eyes. A standardized extract 
is the preferred form and seems to work 
better for some individuals than others.
   Homeopathic and other more specific 
herbal remedies also are available. A 
cleansing and detoxification program is a 
great help in reducing allergic sensitivity, 
as a nutritional support for the liver and 
immune system.
   Aller-Herbs is based on professional 
herbalists’ combination formula of 
blended herbs, which act not only to clear 
up the sinuses, but also to expel mucous 
from the broncho-pulmonary passages. 
They also tonify and strengthen the entire 
respiratory system. Because these are mild 
acting and gently cleansing herbs, there is 
little danger of drowsiness or unpleasant 
side effects.
   Aller-Herbs/8 is a special formula for 

allergies, sinus congestion, and hayfever. 
The herbs function as a decongestant and 
antihistamine to clear the sinuses and 
expel from the head and bronchi offending 
stoppage and mucous.
   Marshmallow root is especially helpful 
for allergies, coughs, and bronchitis, 
combined with Goldenseal. These two do 
an outstanding job of soothing inflamed 
respiratory tract and urinary passages. 
Again, this inflamed respiratory action not 
only relieves symptoms but also serves to 
heal the lining of irritated tissue.
   Bringham Tea has traditionally been 
used as a cold remedy. Like Burdock, it 
is a quick-acting antihistamine that helps 
the immune system fight infections. Like 
vitamin C-rich parsley and Juniper berry, 
it has diuretic activity.

Karl Mincin is a clinical nutritionist 
in practice locally for 25 years. He 
specializes in nutrition assessment testing 
and may be reached at 360.336.2616 or 
online at www. Nutrition-Testing.com.

5,000 copies circulate throughout Whatcom, 

Skagit, and Snohomish Counties (and beyond) 

every month, reaching a largely untapped market 

of readers, many of whom say they read only 

Concrete Herald. If you’re not advertising in  

“The Voice of Eastern Skagit County,” you’re 

missing thousands of potential customers.

“Our ads in Concrete Herald 
help us reach out to the commu-
nity with health information and 
hospital news. I know it works, 
because I get calls and e-mails 
from Concrete Herald readers.”

Valerie Stafford 
communications director
United General Hospital

Targeted

Our advertisers agree...

The Voice of Eastern Skagit County
ads@concrete-herald.com  360.853.8213

Savvy Businesses  
Advertise in Concrete Herald

Sheriff’s Blotter, cont. from p. 31

him into jail for two counts of assault.
March 16
   A female Concrete caller reported a 
domestic dispute at an address on N. 
Superior Avenue. She could hear loud 
arguing from a neighbor. Deputies 
investigated the incident and contacted 
the suspects. They admitted to arguing 
but denied any assault. Deputies did not 
notice any signs of an assault.
   An out-of-place vehicle was spotted by 
a neighbor in the Knapp Rd. area near 
Clear Lake. The vehicle was a stolen 
vehicle from Mount Vernon. There were 
no keys in the vehicle and no suspects 
were located. The registered owner took 
possession of the vehicle.
March 18
   A deputy attempted to stop a possible 

DUI driver in the Sedro-Woolley area. 
As the vehicle stopped, the deputy made 
contact with the driver; however, the 
driver took off at a slow rate away from 
the deputy. The deputy then was able 
to get back up and the driver eventually 
stopped again. The driver came out of the 
vehicle with a possible weapon and made 
motions toward the deputies. The deputies 
were able to subdue him with the use of 
a taser. He was eventually processed for 
DUI and booked into jail.
March 19
   Deputies were called to Janicki Rd. near 
Clear Lake at 2:40 a.m. for a possible 
theft of wood in progress. Deputies 
located a pickup leaving the area with 
a load of firewood. Upon investigation 
it was determined that the driver had 
a suspended driver’s license and no 
insurance. They also had a chainsaw that 

was later confiscated for evidence. The 
DNR law enforcement officer was notified 
of the theft of wood.
March 21
   A female caller reported her adult 
daughter was assaulted at a Lyman 
residence. Deputies responded and learned 
that a heated argument turned to pushing 
and shoving between a male and a female 
who were in a dating relationship. The 
male had left, but the deputies were able 
to establish probable cause for the male. 
He was later located asleep in his car in 
Lyman. He claimed self defense, but was 
arrested for assault and booked into jail.
   A female caller reported her neighbor
was firing gunshots near her Marble-
mount residence and that he was intoxi-
cated. Earlier in the evening, the suspect 
was at the caller’s residence and got into a 
fight with another male there. The suspect 

Conquering chronic pain
By Mark Underwood
   Battling the discomfort of chronic pain 
can be an enormous challenge for people 
living with this ongoing health problem.  
Pain that is chronic can last anywhere 
from a few months to years and can 
range from intermittent discomfort like 
headaches to excruciating back pain.
    The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
says that almost everyone—70–85 percent 
of people in the U.S.—will experience 
the ill effects of back pain at least once in 
their life. But there is hope; with guidance 
from your health care team and knowledge 
and education about new health-related 
options, chronic pain sufferers are finding 
needed relief from many resources.
Look at the big picture
   One of the best things chronic pain 
sufferers can do for themselves is to 
change their attitude. If you reframe 
your belief that you can do something to 
control your pain, your positive attitude 
may be able to ease the burden of living in 
continual misery.
   Stress also is a common underlying 
cause of pain that may develop as 
seemingly unrelated physical symptoms. 
“Seeing the whole board” for chronic pain 

sufferers means being open and ready to 
evaluate your current health.
Create a pain management plan
   In addition to utilizing a traditional 
approach to pain management, you may 
want to include various therapies such 
as acupuncture, massage, and other 
appropriate therapies.
Look for clues
   What time of day does the pain occur 
most often? Are there other patterns with 
your chronic pain? Do you eat well and 
exercise? Are there other things going on 
in your life that could be causing stress 
and adding to your pain? Understand how 
these clues may fit into the larger picture 
of your overall well being. While there 
may not be a definitive cure for your pain, 
there are many effective and safe types of 
therapies designed to help you feel better.
   Listen to your body. Pain is an essential 
message that something is wrong. It may 
take some time and patience, but chronic 
pain can be conquered.

Neuroscience researcher Mark 
Underwood is president and co-founder 
of Quincy Bioscience, a biotech company 
located in Madison, Wis. For more 
articles and tips on healthy aging, go to 
www.thegoodnewsaboutaging.com.

was forced to leave; however, this upset 
him and that is when the caller heard the 
gunshots. Deputies investigated and could 
not locate the suspect. No threats were 
made and no one observed the suspect 
actually shoot the gun. Deputies are doing 
further follow-up on the case to determine 
if charges will be filed.
March 24
   A female Birdsview caller reported 
her roommate had taken a bottle of pills 
and had more with him. He ran away 
through a field. Deputies responded; the 
male was eventually located and taken by 
ambulance to the hospital.
March 25
   A Concrete parent of a 15-year-old boy 
called, concerned that his son and a friend 
had not returned from their hike in the 
Upper Finney Creek area. The boys were 
located by the parents and taken home.
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Kristina Collins

Mount Vernon Garden Patch
By Gladys Silrus

   There is still time to plant trees and 
shrubs, but by mid-April it will be a little 
too late.
   The months of March, April, and May 
are ideal for pruning evergreens, like 
Juniper, Cypress, or conifers. Remove all 
dead, diseased, and undesirable wood. Do 
not prune back into the bare wood part of 
the plant.
   April is the month you should plant 
summer flowering bulbs like dahlias, 
gladiolas, and lilies. Make sure you mix 
bulb fertilizer, composted manure, and 
peat moss into the hole first. Begonias 
and canna should not be set out until all 
danger of frost is over, so wait till May.
   Plant annual seeds of aster, cosmos, 
marigolds, and zinnias in your garden. 
When all danger of frost has passed, 
you can move your stored fuchsias and 
geraniums outdoors. Trim, feed, and repot, 
and water well.
   When your spring flowering bulbs have 
bloomed, you should deadhead them, but 
wait three weeks before you cut back the 
green leaves.
   Divide perennials like daylilies, 
delphiniums, irises, chrysanthemums, 
daisies, and phlox. Share leftovers with 
friends.
   Now’s a good time to plant rosebushes 
before growth starts and buds swell.
   April also is a good time to plant 
fruit trees and berry plants. If you have 
raspberries, cut out all the dead canes. 
Last year’s canes—which will bear this 
year’s fruit—should have new, swollen 
buds along the edges. Thin to five 
canes per foot of row to allow good air 
circulation and prevent overcrowding.
   If the frost ever goes away, you can 
uncover strawberry beds and keep them 
watered well—not a problem in the 
Pacific Northwest!
Lawn care
   Apply lawn fertilizer according to 

label instructions; this will perk up your 
lawn and improve its overall color and 
appearance. If moss is growing in it, use 
spring lawn fertilizer that has the moss-
killer included so you can do both at the 
same time. If you have dogs or cats, make 
sure they don’t walk on the lawn; they can 
become sick from licking their paws with 
fertilizer on them.
   Spring is a good time to thatch and 
overseed the lawn. Thatch can smother 
your lawn and provide an environment for 
diseases. To remove you can use a rake 
or a thatching machine. Overseeding will 
help fill in the lawn and deter the regrowth 
of moss and weeds. Use about a pound 
of good grass seed for every 300 square 
feet of lawn. Apply a light compost or soil 
over seed to keep it moist and in place. 
Thatching is back-breaking work, so hire 
help and save yourself the trouble.
   Aerating the lawn will allow water to 
penetrate deeper into the soil and reduce 
the need to water during the drier months. 
Use a garden fork to punch holes in the 
surface of your lawn. You can also get 
aerators you strap onto your shoes so you 
can aerate while you’re mowing.
   Make sure the blade of your lawnmower 
is sharp when it comes time to mow; this 
prevents tearing the grass tips. Set the 
blade to cut grass at 2.5 inches to avoid 
scalping. If you can use a mulching blade, 
you’ll eliminate the need to rake or bag 
clippings and prevent thatch buildup, and 
the clippings will provide food for the 
lawn.
Tip of the month
   Rub a thin film of baby oil on all 
exposed skin before heading outside when 
gnats are active. The oil forms a barrier 
against gnat bites.
   Happy spring! Don’t forget to weed-
weed-weed!

Got a gardening question? Send it 
to Gladys for an answer! Call her at 
360.826.4848, or write to her at gsilrus@
frontier.com or 42002 Pine St., Concrete, 
WA 98237.

La Conner
Historic Home Tour
   Skagit County Historical Museum 
presents its 3rd Annual Historic Home Tour.
   The tour is April 7, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Tickets are $15 in advance 
or $20 the day of the event, and are 
available at Gretchens in Mount Vernon, 
Christianson’s Nursery, Rexville Grocery, 
or the Museum at 501 S. 4th St., La 
Conner. Attendees also may download a 
ticket order from the Museum Web site.
   For more information, call 360.466.3365 
or go to www.skagitcounty.net/museum.

Tulip Festival fills April
   The Skagit Valley Tulip Festival 
headlines every April, and this year is no 
exception.
   In its 29th year, the festival should draw 
up to 400,000 visitors, all of them hoping 
to drink in the views of between 400 and 
500 acres of tulips in the sprawling fields 
southwest of Mount Vernon.
   Besides the “star attraction,” many 
other events are scheduled throughout the 
festival. These include a youth basketball 
tournament, a 10K run, an organized bike 
ride through the tulip fields, art shows 
at various locations, an arts and crafts 
fair, and a Kiwanis salmon barbecue that 
serves 12,000 meals annually. The second 
Saturday in April also features the U.S. 
Bank/Kiwanis Tulip Parade, a wacky 
hometown Not So Impromptu Parade, 
allowing day-of-parade entries, which 

The Angele Cupples Community  
Garden in Concrete needs donations in any  
amount to help pay for its water infrastructure. 
YOUR DONATION MAY BE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE!*

Call 360.853.8213 or e-mail goodwords@frontier.com 
to find out how to donate.

*Consult your tax advisor for tax-deductible information.

Burlington

   It may not seem like it in the rainy 
Pacific Northwest, but water conservation 
is likely to become a bigger concern 
for all Americans in the near future. 
Government predictions are dire: Within 
a few decades, as many as 36 states could 
experience water shortages. Water already 
is causing political and boundary tensions 
in some areas of the country.
   The good news is, there are plenty of 
easy product swaps around the house that 
can put a dent in your consumption—and 
your water bill—without affecting your 
day-to-day life.
   One of the most prominent targets is the 
humble commode. It’s a touchy subject 
for some, as the words “low-flow toilet” 
don’t exactly instill confidence. And no 
wonder: When the first government-
mandated 1.6-gallons-per-flush (gpf) 
models emerged in the early ’90s, many 
were plagued with performance issues that 
soured many users’ opinions.
   Thankfully, much has changed since 
then. Toilet manufacturers have been 
redesigning and reengineering systems 
from scratch to accommodate less water. 
Each has taken a different approach, with 
solutions including reducing friction 
points in the tank; redesigning bowls, 
valves, and flow paths; or adding pressure 
assistance.
   As a result, not only can you buy a 
1.6-gpf throne that performs better than 
your trusty 3.5-gallon model, you can go 
even lower to 1.28 gpf (dubbed “high-
efficiency toilets”). Some high-efficiency 
units provide full-time 1.28-gallon 
flushing, while others offer “dual flush”—
the option to flush at a lower rate (usually 
0.9 gallon) for liquid waste or higher 
(usually 1.6 gallons) for solid waste.
   Even with all of the improvements, it’s 
still important to make sure you’re getting 
a product that works as expected. Other 
than trying one out at a friend’s house, 
the easiest way to know for sure is to 
look for the EPA’s WaterSense label. The 
label identifies those toilets that consume 
at least 20 percent less water (1.28 gpf 
or lower) than federal standards and—

and this is the key—that they have met 
performance criteria. In other words, it 
certifies you’ll save water without having 
to waste more of it by flushing multiple 
times.
   The savings add up: EPA estimates 
that replacing an older toilet with a 
WaterSense model can save a typical 
household 4,000 gallons per year—as 
much as $90 off your bill.
   Certified toilets are available in a 
range of styles and price points from 
nearly every major manufacturer. 
The WaterSense program also covers 
showerheads and bathroom faucets, 
each with predetermined usage and 
performance requirements to ensure 
you’re not left with sudsy hair or a 
Colgate-covered toothbrush.
   With these types of guarantees, it 
makes sense to switch to WaterSense-
certified fixtures when the time comes to 
upgrade your bathroom. No longer does 
sustainability have to equal sacrifice.

Katy Tomasulo has been covering the 
building products industry for 12 years. 
Read her coverage of home products and 
trends at www.productsinsider.com.

New low-flow toilets show big promise
WaterSense label ensures your new toilet will save water 
without affecting performance.
By Katy Tomasulo

American Standard’s Cadet 3 Ovation 
toilet is available in a WaterSense-
certified 1.28-gpf model. Easy for the 
do-it-yourselfer, the one-piece toilet comes 
with everything needed for installation 
and requires no bolt sawing or tightening.
Submitted photo.

1940 Census to be made 
available to the public
   BURLINGTON — Genealogists across 
the country are excited about the release 
of the 1940 United States Census to the 
public, which took place April 2 at 9 a.m. 
(ET). 
   To find out more about what information 
is available in this census and how it can 
aid family history researchers, Skagit 
Valley Genealogical Society has invited 
Carol Buswell to speak to the society. 
Buswell is the Education Specialist for 
the National Archives Northwest Region 
in Seattle, which holds the permanently 
valuable federal government documents 
for Washington, Oregon, and Idaho.
   Buswell’s lecture on the upcoming 
release of the 1940 United States 
Census will be held at the Skagit Valley 
Genealogical Society meeting on Tue., 
March 27, from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
Burlington Adult/Senior Community 
Center at 1101 Greenleaf, Burlington.
   For more information, to go www.
rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasvgs or e-mail 
genealogy0715@gmail.com.

WSU Know & Grow Workshop:
Rain Gardens
   WSU Skagit County Extension Master 
Gardeners in partnership with WSU 
- Mount Vernon NWREC present a 
WSU Know & Grow workshop, Rain 
Gardens - What to Do with All That 

Rain Water That Runs on Your Property, 
on Tuesday, April 17, 1:00  - 2:30 
p.m. at WSU Mount Vernon NWREC 
Sakuma Auditorium, 16650 State Route 
536 (Memorial Highway). For more 
information, call 360.428.4270 or go to 
http://skagit.wsu.edu/MG.

brings out the Shrine organization, 5-year-
olds on bicycles decorated with balloons, 
and even local TV personalities.
   The festival runs from April 1–30. For 
more information, maps, and schedules, 
go to www.tulipfestival.org.

Have a Heart Run, May 12
   Skagit County Community Action will 
host the third annual Have a Heart Run on 
Sat., May 12.
   Located at Edgewater Park in Mount 
Vernon, the 5K and 10K Run, 2K Walk, 
and Half-Pint Half Mile is fun for the 
entire family. Create teams and raise 
additional pledges to help fight hunger and 
homelessness in Skagit County.
   All proceeds benefit Community Action.
   Register online at www.haveaheartrun.
org. For more information, call Susan 
Lange at 360.588.5737 or send an e-mail 
to susanl@skagitcap.org. Skagit County

Skagit County fish/farm 
battle ends
   The State Growth Management 
Hearings Board ruled on March 26 that 
Skagit County is protecting farmland 
riparian habitat consistent with the 
Growth Management Act (GMA), ending 
the 15-year legal dispute that pitted fish 
against farms.
   The Growth Board’s ruling is based on 
Skagit County’s enrollment in the state’s 
new Voluntary Stewardship Program.
   The GMA requires Washington counties 
to designate and protect environmentally 
“critical areas,” including salmon-bearing 
streams. Appellants insisted that this 
meant mandatory buffers hundreds of feet 
wide should be required along streams 
across the Skagit Valley, a move that 
would have taken away thousands of acres 
of farmland without any compensation for 
the farmers who own the land. 
   For more than a decade, Skagit County 
has been embroiled in litigation with 
the Swinomish Tribe over whether the 
County’s streamside rules for farmers 
adequately protect and restore salmon 
habitat.
   The Washington Supreme Court ruled 
that counties have broad discretion 
in balancing agriculture with habitat 
concerns, and need only protect habitat, 
not restore salmon habitat to its primordial 
condition.

Seattle
Unite Against the War on 
Women rally planned
   On Sat., April 28, Seattle will join 
hundreds of cities across the U.S. in a 
“United Against the War on Women” rally 
to be held at Westlake Center, 3rd and 
Pine in Seattle. The event is scheduled 
from noon to 3 p.m.
   According to a press release from the 
rally’s organizer, UNITE Women, the 
effort is meant to “push back on assaults 
on women’s rights, in pursuit of equality.”
   UNITE Women says it has rallied close 
to 20,000 members nationally in fewer 
than three weeks. The group is mobilizing 
women and men to push back against 
legislation, policies, and budget cuts that it 
says are aimed squarely at women.
   UNITE Women can be followed at 
http://UniteWomen.org.
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Dwelleyisms
Wit from former 

Concrete Herald editor 
Charles M. Dwelley

   “The Utah man who lived harmoniously 
with six wives and 19 children is now in 
court. If his story is true, there should be a 
place for him in the United Nations.”
   “The popularity of the liquor stores is 
quite explainable. It is one place you can 
pay your taxes and for a small amount extra, 
get something to ease the pain.”
   “It is a sad commentary on the intelligence 
of the American voter when it comes down 
to picking our presidential candidates 
because of their funny hats.”

—May 29, 1952

   “Like many an indulgent parent, the 
United States is now reaping the reward 
of having made spoiled brats out of most 
of the other nations.”

—June 5, 1952

   “It is strange how often busy people find 
time to think, while others with lots of 
time never bother.”
   “The poorest nourishment in the world 
is derived from living on tomorrow’s 
hopes.”

—June 19, 1952

   “Psychiatrists are worried about the 
growing interest in murder as entertainment 
subject matter. It could become a fad in real 
life, they fear. Could be. It has the added 
feature of being tax-free.”

—June 26, 1952

   “The Peace Arch ceremony in Blaine 
marked the 134th year of peace with our 
neighbors in Canada. Mutual respect is 
the secret. That and the fact that Canada 
wants neither our money nor advice, and 
we have been smart enough not to fight 
’em to give it.”
   “Finland has produced the most 
beautiful girl in the world, say Miss 
Universe judges. Luckily, a lot of 
husbands are quite satisfied with their own 
choice.”
   “About half of the ills of the world 
would vanish overnight if there was 
anything else to write about to fill the 
daily papers.”

Across
1. Cores
6. Tacky chic
10. Enhances
14. Courtyards
15. Sea position
16. Hawaiian tuber
17. Mags
20. Increase, with “up”
21. Poetic palindrome
22. WWII battle site
23. Crackers
26. Mandela’s org.
27. Stimulant ingredients
29. Kuwaiti, e.g.
31. Land of leprechauns
35. Profits
37. Indonesian roamer
39. Australian runner
40. Rags?
43. Addition
44. Affectation
45. Cow fuel
46. Some beans
48. Campaigns
50. Some bays
51. Family dog, for short
53. Psychoanalyzed?

55. Cooling-off periods?
59. Bit in a horse’s mouth
60. Ripen
63. Mags
66. Algonquian Indian
67. Brown shade
68. Fat units?
69. Frau’s partner
70. Blabs
71. Nobel, for one

Down
1. Perry Como’s “___ Loves 
Mambo”
2. Any thing
3. In Aruban fashion?
4. Cool
5. Vendor’s mistake?
6. Linked series of writings
7. “Aladdin” prince
8. Exec’s note
9. Gotcha moments
10. Immediately
11. “Two Years Before the Mast” 
writer
12. Attracted
13. Bean used to make miso
18. Time piece?

19. Time div.
24. Catch
25. Alain Robbe-Grillet novel, 
with “The”
27. “Who ___?”
28. Kind of molding
30. Aardvark’s tidbit
32. Worthy of comment
33. Candidate’s concern
34. Certain posers
36. Quail food
38. Disney workers
41. Fed. construction overseer
42. Brio
47. Sirhan Sirhan, e.g.
49. Fuse mishaps
52. Back when
54. Churchill’s “so few,” (abbr.)
55. Creep
56. Bird beak part
57. The America’s Cup trophy, 
e.g.
58. Gull-like bird
61. Neuter
62. To be, to Tiberius
64. Paranormal ability
65. Line

Sudoku
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down, and each small 9-box square contains all of the numbers 
from one to nine.

*Solutions to both puzzles are on p. 38.

Crossword: “Waiting room distractions”

Funny as Facebook
   The following funnies were pulled verbatim from Facebook status updates in February.
• My husband has a serious fear of nuns. I guess we’ll never get to watch “The Sound of 

Music” together.
• Lord help me I’m in a store full of stupid.
• Screw “Talk Like A Pirate Day.” I want to see “Talk Like Al Pacino Day.” Boo-yaaaa!
• Sniff ... Cough ... Sniff ... Sniff ... Hack ... Good lord, I feel like I’ve been run over by a 

bus. There’s a monkey chasing a weasel in my head and I wish they’d stop.
• Forever: the amount of time it takes to make a cup of coffee in the morning.

Public Service Announcement By Stig Kristensen

   “Don’t be afraid to keep quiet when in 
doubt. It is better to look stupid than open 
your mouth and prove it.”

—July 3, 1952

   “Pity the political platform makers. They 
have to get something they can stand on and 
the voters will stand for.”
   “Worry is the interest paid on borrowed 
trouble.”

—July 10, 1952

   “Flying saucers are again in the sky. Tired 
of trying to call people liars, the government 
is now accepting their presence as possible. 
When we get as far as a congressional 
investigation, we’ll know they are for real.”
   “Along with the platform for civil rights, 
they would do well to add one guaranteeing 
us the right to civil answers.”

—July 17, 1952

Off Center By Jonathan Carter

The vegetarian cannibals froze. And suddenly, Bill understood why the others had dared him to wear 
such a ridiculous hat.

Darrington IGA

d.iga@frontier.com

“Hometown Proud”

360.436.01411090 Seeman St. • Darrington
Mon. - Sat.: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Sun. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Locally  
owned by people 

you can trust!

Randy Ashe, Kevin and Sheila Ashe, owners.

Dear people of Craigslist:
   When posting about furniture...
• If it’s dirty, it’s not “antique” or “shabby 

chic.” You do not get to charge higher 
prices for your inability to clean.

• Saying it came from a “nonsmoking 
home” does not mean your house was 
never on fire at any time the furniture 
was there. Nonsmokers can smell 
your habit—even through the gallon 
of Febreze you sprayed.

• Fluffikins, your demented little dog 
who “iz such a cuuute wittle thing,” 
has been peeing on your “never used 

couch.” “It was in the guest room/
den/vacation home,” but the giant 
butt dents and sweat stains are a good 
indicator of how often it was used.

• Posting that the price of the item is a 
“STEAL!!!11!” is unwise when we 
can all surf the Internet and find that 
your used item can be bought new 
for less than what you’re asking. It’s 
called shopping.

Sincerely,
The person who may want to buy your 
crap.

—Shelby Pratt

Cascade Days organizers need log donations for 
the August event. Cedar or spruce logs are sought for chain saw carvers during 
Concrete’s signature summer event. Can you help? Contact Cascade Days 
President John Burmaster at 360.853.8024.



A Determination of Non-significance (DNS) 
is proposed to be adopted under the State 
Environmental Policy Act rules, Chapter 197-11-
340(2) WAC.
   Description of Non-Project Action Proposal: The 
Town of Concrete proposes to update the town’s 
Water System Plan. The 2012 Water System 
Plan analyzes the existing system, plans, policies 
and agreements, planning data and demand, 
conservation, water rights, system reliability and 
source water protection, water quality review 
and regulatory compliance, and operations and 
maintenance to meet future water demands in the 
town’s service area over a twenty(20) year planning 
horizon. The purpose of the update is to fulfill 
requirements of WAC 246-290-100 and to assist in 
coordination of operation, expansion and upgrades 
to the water system infrastructure over the next 20 
years.
   Determination of Non-Significance and Adoption 
of Existing Environmental Documents: The lead 
agency for this proposal has determined that it 
does not have a probable significant adverse 
impact on the environment. An environmental 
impact statement (EIS) is not required under RCW 
43.21C.030 (2)(c). This decision was made after 
review of an environmental checklist and other 
information on file with the lead agency. This 
information is available to the public upon request.
   Public Comments/Appeal: Comments on this 
threshold determination or notice of appeal must be 
submitted by 4:30 p.m. April 9, 2012 to the address 
below.
   Comments on the Water System Plan may be 
submitted in writing by 4:30 p.m., April 9, 2012, or at 
the public hearing at 7 p.m. April 9, 2012.
The public is invited to comment on or appeal this 
DNS by submitting written comments or notice of 
appeal to the Town Planner at P.O. Box 39, 45672 
Main Street, Concrete, WA 98237. The lead agency 
will not act on the proposal for 14 days from the first 
date below.
   Available documents: Copies of the Water System 
Plan, the DNS and the checklist are available at the 
Town of Concrete Planning Department located at 
45672 Main Street, Concrete. 
   SEPA Responsible Official: Jeroldine Hallberg, 
Town Planner (360) 391-1716, (360) 853-8401 or by 
email at jeroldine@concretewa.gov.
   Published in Skagit Valley Herald on March 26, 
2012 and April 2, 2012, and the April 2012 issue of 
Concrete Herald. 

PROPERTIES FOR RENT
Concrete: 3-bedrm house, near school. $800/mo. + 
util.; $400 dep. 360.853.8887.

SERVICES
Eagles In Flight Motorcycle Sales and Service / Sissy 
Bar. 360.853.7000.
Gladys’ Upholstery Shop. Quality work, reasonable 
prices. 360.826.4848.
Landscapes designed and built. Great photos: 
www.landscapesbyspaces.com. 360.435.1603.

WANTED
Local bookman buying private libraries/quality 
eclectic books. Thomas 360-436-0686.

Classifieds
MOVIES EVERY WEEKEND AT THE
HISTORIC CONCRETE THEATRE
Fridays at 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays at 5:00 and 7:30 p.m.
Sundays at 4:00 p.m.
All ticket prices $6 or less
24-hour MovieLine: 360.941.0403
www.concrete-theatre.com

CLASSES
Annual Beekeeping Class. April 21, noon. Call for 
registration: The Valley’s Buzz, Concrete, Wash. 
360.770.0481

EMPLOYMENT
Operations Assistant. North Cascades Institute 
seeks an Operations Assistant at the Environmental 
Learning Center on Diablo Lake for facilities cleaning, 
maintenance, repair, laundry, and groundskeeping.  
P/T April-May, Sept-Oct, F/T June-Aug. $10/hr. Send 
letter of interest, resume and names of 3 references to 
North Cascades Institute, 810 State Route 20, Sedro-
Woolley, WA 98284 or nci@ncascades.org. Details 
at ncascades.org/discover/north-cascades-institute/
employment.
Program Administrator. North Cascades Institute 
seeks a Program Administrator for the Environmental 
Learning Center on Diablo Lake. F/T, April-Nov. See 
www.ncascades.org/discover/north-cascades-institute/
employment for information.

FOR SALE
Headstones. Traditional & One-Of-A-Kind. 
TODD’S MONUMENTS, 360.708.0403.
www.toddsmonuments.com
Wood-bricks firewood. Throw down your axe and 
saw. 100% wood bricks burn clean and hot. No more 
bugs, bark, or creosote. No more aching back. $250/
ton in 25-lb. flats; $220 in 20-lb. bundles; $200 in bulk. 
$140/half ton in flats; $120 in bundles; $110 in bulk. Fill 
up your car! Fill up your truck! Jump for joy–you’re in 
luck! Pacific Rim Tonewoods, 38511 SR 20, Concrete. 
360.826.6101. Mon.–Thur., open 8 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 
More info at www.pacificrimtonewoods.com.

NOTICES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 7 P.M.

APRIL 9, 2012, ON THE 2012 WATER SYSTEM 
PLAN, INCLUDING GOALS FOR WATER 

USE EFFICIENCY, AND DETERMINATION OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL NONSIGNIFICANCE

   Notice is hereby given that the Town of Concrete 
will hold a public hearing at 7 p.m. or shortly 
thereafter, April 9, 2012, on the 2012 Water 
System Plan. Goals for Water Use Efficiency 
will be discussed, including targets for reduction 
in water use and reduction in system leakage. 
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Crossword solution, from p. 37
Sudoku solution, from p. 37

To place a Classified ad, call 360.853.8213 or 
e-mail ads@concrete-herald.com. Ads are $5 per 
every 10 words, rounded up to the nearest 10. 
Payment is due at time of placement.

«

CONCRETE AMERICAN LEGION
Redneck Horse Races & Lasagna Dinner
   April 7: Dinner at 5 p.m., races to follow
(Sorry, no Bingo)
Bingo
   April 14, 6 p.m.
REMINDER: Junior/Senior Prom Dinner 
reseverations need to be in by April 27.
   This is a FREE dinner to all students going 
to the Concrete High Prom on May 5. To 
reserve, PLEASE call 360.333.0576 and leave a 
message. Check at the school with Mr. Howard 
for more information.

AreA Food BAnks
Clear Lake
Community Covenant Food Bank
Next to church at 12605 Hwy 9, Clear Lake
For a referral, call Love Inc. at 360.419.7061 
between 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

Concrete
Concrete Food Bank
112 E. Main St., Concrete
Second, third, and fourth Thur. each month,
Noon–3 p.m.
360.853.8505

Darrington
Darrington Food Bank
First Baptist Church
1205 Emmens St., Darrington
First and third week each month:
Wed. and Thur., 10–noon and 1–2 p.m.
360.436.9603

Hamilton
Hamilton Community Food Bank
951 Petit St., Hamilton
Every Tue., 11–noon and 1–3 p.m.

Commodities distributed first Tue. each month
360.826.4090

Lyman
Shepherd’s Heart Food Bank
8334 S. Main St., Lyman
Every Thur. 11 a.m.– 3 p.m.
Third Thur. each month till 5 p.m.
November: Open Nov. 23, 10 a.m.– noon
Closed Thanksgiving Day // 360.424.4927

Marblemount
Bread of Life Food Bank
59850 State Route 20, Marblemount
First and third Wed. each month
11 a.m.– 5 p.m.
360.873.2504

Sedro-Woolley
Helping Hands Food Bank
601 Cook Rd., Sedro-Woolley
Wed., 10–11:45 a.m. and 12:30–4 p.m.
Commodities distributed first Wed. each month
360.856.2211

*Changes? Call 360.853.8213.

Concrete Harold

By Joyce Harris

Photo caption contest
   Send a funny caption for the photo 
below to Concrete Herald, and you might 
win a $25 gift certificate to Perks Espresso 
& Deli in Concrete!
   The contest is open only to citizens 
living in Clear Lake, Sedro-Woolley, 
and any community east. One entry 

per person. E-mail or snail-mail your 
caption by April 20 to: editor@concrete-
herald.com or P.O. Box 682, Concrete, 
WA 98237. Include your name, mailing 
address, and phone number.
   The winner will be announced in next 
month’s issue.

“I really hope there’s no cowpie down here!”

   The above winning caption for the March contest was submitted by Cheri Ogle of 
Concrete, who will receive a $25 Birdsview Brewing Co. gift certificate. Congrats, Cheri!

Submit a funny caption for the above photo to Concrete Herald by April 20, and you 
might win a $25 gift certificate to Perks Espresso & Deli! See complete details and rules 
above. Photo courtesy of Beka Thomas.

11–1 win. The team’s March 22 game 
against La Conner brought the same live 
bats for a 9–0 Lions win with no errors.
   When Concrete played Lummi on 
March 23, the pitching was incredible. 
Dallas Newby and Tyler Kales combined 
for 10 strikeouts, and the Lions were able 
to beat the Blackhawks 13–0.
   The March 27 game against Cedar Park 
didn’t go as the team planned, but the 
Lions still got a victory. Even though the 
final score was 15–5, the Lions committed 
six errors in the game and were down 2–0 
in the first inning.

Concrete sophomore Dallas Newby plays 
second base for the Lions.

Baseball, cont. from p. 9

Not advertising in Concrete Herald 
is like winking in the dark*

*You’re the only one who knows
what you’re doing.

Call 360.853.8213 today
to be seen in Concrete Herald,

the Voice of Eastern Skagit County.

Fastpitch, cont. from p. 8

bat. Not a fun game, but we learned a lot 
from it.”
   Concrete rebounded with a 27–10 win 
against Tacoma Baptist on March 27. “It 
was good to come back and get a win after 
the Orcas game, build their confidence 
a bit,” said Howell. “Kalysta [Becker, 
pitcher] had a good comeback and had a 
really good day.”
   With two rainouts at their last two 
scheduled March games, the team will add 
rescheduled games to their April lineup.
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North Cascades Institute
You are invited to the North Cascades Environmental Learning 
Center for:

n Family getaways n Diablo Downtime n Group rentals
n Base Camp n Adult classes n Youth programs

www.ncascades.org 

Experience the  
North Cascades
Skagit Tours 2012
n Boat tour and lunch on Diablo Lake
n Walking tour of historic Newhalem and Gorge Powerhouse
n North Cascades Expeditions: Guided hikes, shuttle and lunch
n Special powerhouse tours coming in fall 2012

For more information, visit www.skagittours.com. 
For reservations, call 360-854-2589.

North Cascades National Park
Something to savor

Enjoy summer learning and recreation.

www.nps.gov/noca  
or 360-854-7200


