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time being, no longer pursue allegations it 
filed with the U.S. Dept. of Justice against 
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school teacher Mary Janda.  Page 4.
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Gerald and Robin Wood have been named 
Grand Marshals for this year’s Cascade 
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Douglas Vose’s youngest son, Connor; wife, Nicole; and oldest 
son, Aidan, stand at the foot of the bronze statue dedicated in Vose’s 
honor during Patriot Day in Concrete July 27. A Concrete High School 
graduate, Vose was killed in action in Afghanistan July 29, 2009.

Hometown hero honored
See page 13



From the editor
Lessons from the Cinque Terre
   Some unexpected freelance writing assignments late last year allowed me to realize a 
goal I’ve had for more than a decade: to visit the Italian hill towns of the Cinque Terre.
   The five villages of the Cinque Terre began springing up in the 11th and 12th 
centuries, and climb the steep hills above the Ligurian Sea in northwestern Italy. 
The most prominent towns are Monterosso, Vernazza, Corniglia, Manarola, and 
Riomaggiore. Several smaller communities are huddled on the hills west of the five 
primary villages.
   My home base was Manarola, because it’s smaller and less touristy than, say, 
Monterosso and Vernazza. Each day I either walked or took a train to one of the 
neighboring towns, where I spent hours exploring the steep streets and taking note of 
how modern-day Italians have molded the ancient villages to accommodate their needs.
   Because I’m wired a certain way, I couldn’t help but notice similarities between 
the Cinque Terre villages and our own Upper Valley communities. And I noted some 
principles that, with a little tweaking, could be used to help invigorate our economies.
• The Italian towns’ economies seem evenly split between agriculture and tourism. 

The steep hills in which they’re ensconced have been terraced for centuries; the 
Italians grow wine grapes, olives, and lemons on the terraces.

• Because of the challenging terrain, it’s common for a family to have a garden plot 
outside of the urban area. Sound like any community garden you know?

• Some businesses, such as seafood and clothing vendors, can’t generate enough 
revenue to support a brick-and-mortar storefront, so they’re mobile. The seafood truck 
visits each town four days per week; the clothing salesman sets up once per week.

• Every winter, the tourist-related shops close till the following spring.
• With the possible exceptions of Monterosso and Vernazza, the villages of the 

Cinque Terre don’t try to be something they’re not. For example, because they 
were constructed hundreds of years before the invention of the automobile, their 
streets are very narrow. Instead of reconfiguring their streets—and tearing down or 
otherwise destroying historic structures—they retain the original urban fabric and 
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Opinion

Letters policy
Letters of 200 words or fewer may be e-mailed 
to letters@concrete-herald.com or sent to 
Concrete Herald, P.O. Box 682, Concrete, WA 
98237. Writers must include their name and town 
or community for publication, plus a daytime 
telephone number for confirmation purposes. 
Concrete Herald reserves the right to edit letters 
for length, clarity, accuracy, spelling, grammar, 
and potentially libelous statements. So be nice.

Letters to the editor
Kudos for Albert’s Red Apple
   I think we need to stop and thank the 
people in our community who go out of 
their way to help not only us as extended 
family, but the community as a whole.
   I have been a part of fundraising for 
some events and such, and Albert’s Red 
Apple Market has been there every time 
to not only help, but go out of their way 
as well.
   On a personal note, they do special 
requests. We had a birthday party for my 
son and we needed turkey legs. They 
ordered a whole box for us and we didn’t 
have to pay an arm and a leg for them.
   I have no clue why people go downriver 
when we can support the people who 
support us.
   WE LOVE YOU, RED APPLE!

Amanda Martin
Concrete

Commissioners’ choice will have 
profound effect on our health care
   The commissioners of Cascade Valley 
Hospital, Island Hospital, and Skagit 
Valley Hospital are about to make a 
decision that will have a profound effect 
on health care services available to us 
in Skagit County. Currently we have 
access to the full spectrum of women’s 
reproductive health care, the legal right 
to death with dignity, and spousal and 
family rights for legally married same-sex 
couples. These services are very important 
to many of us.
   The commissioners have not been able 
to assure us that those services, prohibited 
by the Catholic Ethical and Religious 
Directives, will not be lost if they choose 
to form an alliance with one of the 
Catholic health care systems. To choose 
an alliance that will possibly result in the 
loss of services now available to us would 
be a disservice to the constituents they 
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serve and who elected them.
   We have been assured that the hospitals 
are currently fiscally sound. If the 
commissioners would choose to form an 
alliance with one of the secular health 
care systems, they would realize both 
improved technological capabilities and 
financial gain without the possible loss of 
any health care services. Hopefully that 
will be the choice they make.

Gail Nicolls
Anacortes

Group’s claims include “unfounded 
rhetoric”
   I have concerns with claims made by 
“People for Healthcare Freedom” over 
the proposed partnership with Catholic-
based PeaceHealth and Skagit, Island, and 
Cascade hospitals.
   “PfHF” has injected unfounded 
rhetoric into the conversation, creating 
irrational fear. One claim is that PH will 

See Letters, p. 32

Corrections
   In the July issue, credit for a laser art 
creation added to the Day Creek Fire 
Dept. sign was given to Josh Murdock. 
The work actually was done by Murdock’s 
brother, Brandon Murdock, 18, who 
graduated from Sedro-Woolley High 
School this year. The creation was 
Brandon’s Senior Project. My apologies to 
Brandon.

See Editor, p. 39

   The second special session of your 
citizen Legislature ended on June 29, 
after state lawmakers took 153 days to 
complete their work. While no one is 
proud of the extra time it took to pass the 
operating and capital budgets and some 
meaningful reforms, we can say it resulted 
in thoughtful, bipartisan public policy that 
is good for our state. Here is a look at the 
state’s three budgets that passed this year 
for the 2013–15 budget cycle. (The fiscal 
year began on July 1. You can learn more 
about each budget here: http://leap.leg.
wa.gov/leap/budget/index_lbns.asp.)

Operating budget 
   The operating budget is the largest of 
the state budgets and funds our public 
schools, both K-12 and universities, 
correctional facilities, debt service, state 
agencies, and several state services. The 
2013–15 operating budget, Senate Bill 
5034, passed the House on an 81–11 
vote and the Senate on a 44–4 vote, 
representing more bipartisanship than in 
recent years. It will spend $33.49 billion, 
leaving a reserve of $630.9 million. The 
operating budget includes $247 million 
in new revenue, primarily driven by 
litigation involving our state estate tax 
and telecommunications laws. It freezes 
tuition rates in our public universities 
and protects the safety nets for our most 
vulnerable.
   Perhaps most importantly, the operating 
budget dedicates $1 billion more to K-12 
education in response to the state Supreme 
Court’s McCleary decision. Our state 
will spend $15.1 billion on education in 
the next two years, compared to $13.6 
billion in 2011–13. We also passed some 
meaningful reforms aimed at improving 
student outcomes and closing the 
achievement gap. Here is a breakdown of 
how some of the new, McCleary-driven 
money will be spent:

• $374 million: Materials, supplies, and 
operating costs

• $143 million: Learning Assistance 
Program

• $132 million: Pupil transportation
• $104 million: K-1 class-size reduction
• $97 million: Increased instructional 

hours grades 7-12
• $90 million: Full-day kindergarten 

beginning with at-risk students
• $24 million: Counselors and parent 

coordinators

• $19 million: 
Bilingual 
education

• $15 million: 
Teacher-Principal 
Evaluation 
Program

• $10 million: 
Struggling schools

Capital budget 
   The capital budget funds the 
construction and repair of public buildings 
and other long-term investments, such 
as land acquisitions and transfers. It 
also considers state money that is either 
provided or lent to local governments or 
nonprofit organizations. The 2013–15 
capital budget, Senate Bill 5035, was 
the last bill to pass in the second special 
session. It includes $3.61 billion in total 
spending, including $780 million for 
education-related projects, and issues 
$1.92 billion in bonds. The capital 
budget will make new investments in the 
Monroe Correctional Complex, including 
improvements to its video systems.
   For a list of all projects, go to http://
leap.leg.wa.gov/leap/Budget/leapdocs/
ccProjList_0629.pdf.

Transportation budget
   The transportation budget funds, 
amongst other things, the construction 
and maintenance of infrastructure, 
Washington State Ferries, Washington 
State Patrol, public transportation and rail 
programs, public transportation grants 
to local governments, and studies. The 
2013–15 transportation budget, Senate 
Bill 5024, passed during the regular 
legislative session and appropriates $8.8 
billion—$5.2 billion for capital projects 
and $3.6 billion for operating programs—
from state, federal, and other sources. 
This is approximately $1 billion less 
than the 2011–13 transportation budget 
and does not include any significant new 
transportation projects. A large portion, 
around $2.6 billion, is dedicated to 
megaprojects, such as:

• SR 520 floating bridge ($927 million)
• SR 99 tunnel ($895 million)
• I-5/Tacoma HOV lanes ($300 

million)
• I-405/Kirkland widening ($168 

Commentary
Our state’s three budgets
By Rep. Dan Kristiansen, 39th Dist.

Kristiansen

ugust

See Kristiansen, p. 6
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   Dozens of concerned citizens and 
backcountry users gathered July 9 at the 
Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest 
(MBS) district office in Sedro-Woolley 
to share what forest service roads were 
important to them—and why.
   “This is the beginning of a process,” 
said Erin Uloth, district ranger with the 
U.S. Forest Service (USFS), stressing 
that the end goal was a sustainable road 
system.
   The backcountry roads in the MBS were 
built during the past 60 years, mainly for 
timber harvest. With 628 miles of roads 
to maintain and budgets dropping steeply 
since 2008, the USFS can only maintain 
about 23 percent of those miles.
   “We don’t have enough money to 
sustain the forest road system as it 
currently is,” said Uloth.
   Every national forest in the U.S. is going 
through a similar process of gathering 
input from the public to decide how best 
to proceed with the reality of maintaining 

so many miles of road on what has 
become a shoestring budget.
   At the July 9 meeting, participants 
sat at individual tables with large maps 
and marked their favorite destinations 
within the MBS, as well as the roads they 
commonly took to reach them.
   That data will be gathered and combined 
with information gleaned from more 
public meetings to be held at other 
locations in western Washington. 
   The first public meeting was held June 
29 in Seattle. Remaining meetings in the 
Concrete Herald readership area are:
• Aug. 21, 4:30 to 7 p.m. 

Darrington Public Library
• Sept. 10, 5:30 to 8 p.m. 

Bellingham Public Library
   RSVP to sustainableroads@gmail.com. 
Capacity is limited and attendance is on a 
first-come basis. Those who do not attend 
a meeting can give their input online         at 
www.mbssustainableroads.com.

—J. K. M.

Future of forest roads on the table 
during July public meeting

Key funding comes through 
for new Life Safety Building
   As the 2013 legislative session finally 
came to a close the evening of June 29, 
a stroke of good fortune occurred for 
Town of Concrete and its efforts to secure 
funding for a new Life Safety Building to 
replace its old fire hall.
   The state will provide $785,000 in the 
capital budget for the Concrete building. 
Combined with a hoped-for $1 million 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG), the state funding should close 
the loop on the necessary money needed 
to complete the building, leaving little, if 
any, for the town to pay.
   “It came a little too late,” said Concrete 
Mayor Judd Wilson, who had hoped to 
have the state funding paired with the 
CDBG funding in May 2013—and might 
have, had the legislature not delayed its 
actions.
   The town likely will re-apply for the 
CDBG money in December, strengthening 
its application by having the state funds 
in place. The town should have a decision 
from the Commerce Dept.—the federal 
entity that manages CDBG—by April 

2014. If Concrete is awarded that grant, 
it should be able to break ground in early 
2015.
   In the meantime, the town has two 
years to spend the $785,000 from the 
state. Look for that to happen soon, in 
the form of design, engineering, and site 
preparation.
   Wilson traveled to Olympia three 
times during the past year to meet with 
officials, including Senator Kirk Pearson, 
who pushed for state funds to build the 
structure. Pearson said in a July 1 press 
release he was pleased with lawmakers’ 
prioritizing funding for necessary 
government operations.
   “The safety of our community residents 
is paramount, and with an existing fire 
station that was built in the early 1900s, 
people living in and around Concrete were 
at risk,” said Pearson. “Considering the 
financial situation of some of our small 
rural areas, it was essential to be able to 
work with stakeholders and area residents 
to demonstrate the need.”

—J. K. M. 
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   Gerald and Robin Wood have been 
named Grand Marshals for this year’s 
Cascade Days Parade, scheduled for Sat., 
Aug. 17 at 11 a.m.
   Generous and kind-hearted toward 
family, friends, and community members, 
Gerald and Robin were married 65 years 
ago this past April. They celebrated by 
going to Hawaii, where they relaxed at the 
Old Kona Inn.
   Their early years together were spent 
very primitively as Gerald was working 
for the Forest Service at the time, first at 
the Ranger Station in the Verlot area in 
Snohomish County, where their first child, 
Diane, was born.
   Spending the majority of his nearly 
40-year career—first in the Forest 
Service and then the Park Service at the  
Marblemount Station on the east side of 
Skagit County—Gerald did about every 
conceivable job. In the early years he 
staffed the Ross Lake Lookout, borrowing 
paper and pen at first.
   Gerald was part of the Marblemount 
Community Club and also Scout Master 
for the local boys.
   Robin, though busy raising seven 
children (Diane, Randy, Ryan, Rick, 
Wendy, Ramsey, Ross) “on a stump or 
folding chair, and, later, the bandstands,” 
managed to find time helping with aid 
work for Principal Gordon Evans, and 
also taught art to students to give the 
teachers a rest.

   She also served in the Town of Concrete 
Library, where she was always helpful and 
enthusiastic in helping patrons find a book 
or do research.
   With Cheri Cook-Blodgett, Gerald and 
Robin have been integral to Herb Larsen’s 
Camp 7 Museum’s transformation into a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit and helping make its 
current home—as the Concrete Heritage 
Museum—a local success, spotlighting 
the area’s cement plants and logging 
histories. Robin currently serves as the 
museum’s long-running president, with 
Gerald as her right-hand man.

Fun line-up this year
   The event list this year is familiar and 
fun, with plenty of returning contests and 
games that have proven popular during the 
two-day festival in years’ past.
   On Sat., Aug. 17, the fun will begin 
with the parade at 11 a.m., followed by 
a car show, the firemen’s muster, games 
for kids, scaffold races, the log show, and 
more.
   On Sun., Aug. 18, don’t miss the 
scavenger hunts, a pet show, and pie- and 
watermelon-eating contests.
   Live chainsaw carving demonstrations, 
including quick carves and auctions, will 
be held Saturday and Sunday.
   For specific event times, event 
applications, and more, go to www.
cascadedays.com.

—Dan Royal

Gerald and Robin Wood, Grand Marshals for this year’s Cascade Days Parade, are shown in 
this April 2013 photo from their 65th wedding anniversary trip to Hawaii. Submitted photo.

Gerald and Robin Wood named 
Cascade Days Parade marshals

   The Seattle office of Council on 
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR-WA), 
a self-described Muslim civil liberties and 
advocacy organization, will, for the time 
being, no longer pursue allegations it filed 
in February with the U.S. Dept. of Justice 
against Concrete School District and 
elementary school teacher Mary Janda.
   “They have withdrawn their complaint 
to the DOJ so they can continue to pursue 
it with us,” said Concrete School District 
Superintendent Barb Hawkings.
   Representatives from CAIR-WA—
Executive Director Arsalan Bukhari 
and Civil Rights Coordinator Jennifer 
Gist—attended the June 27 Concrete 
School District Board meeting to deliver 
the news. Hawkings would not comment 
further on the meeting and the status of 
developments between the district and 
CAIR-WA, because most of the discussion 
was conducted in executive session.
   Gist and Bukhari framed the decision 
slightly differently, saying in an Aug. 
2 phone interview that CAIR-WA had 
“suspended” the DOJ investigation.
   “Given some of the feedback we heard 
from the community and the school, 
we wanted an opportunity to pursue 

resolution at the school level,” said Gist. 
“We asked the DOJ to suspend [the 
investigation] so we could pursue it with 
the school and then take it from there.”
   State law prevents an investigation of 
this nature from proceeding with multiple 
agencies at the same time, according to 
Gist. In other words, CAIR-WA couldn’t 
submit an appeal to the Concrete School 
District Board while the DOJ investigation 
was in progress. CAIR-WA has since 
submitted its appeal to the school board in 
the form of a letter, the contents of which 
are not available for public consumption. 
Gist said that CAIR-WA suggested the 
new approach—to bring the investigation 
“back into the community,” according to 
Gist—to the family of the student who 
first reported the alleged incident, and the 
family agreed.
   “I hope that wherever the resolution 
comes from, I hope that we can get to 
the bottom of this. I hope that the student 
who came forward feels safe and that her 
concern is being taken seriously. And that 
there would be a process for these kinds 
of complaints should they arise in the 
future,” said Gist.

—J. K. M.

CAIR-WA suspends complaint 
against Concrete School District
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By J. K. M.

   The Fuller Center Bicycle Adventure 
2013 is riding cross-country from 
Savannah, Ga., to Vancouver, B.C., this 
summer. Come meet the riders as they 
pass through Concrete on Thur., Aug. 8. 
Mount Baker Presbyterian Church is their 
first rest stop of the day after spending the 
previous night in Marblemount. They’ll be 
at the church in Concrete between 6 and 
8 a.m.
   You may recognize the name of the 
organization; that’s because Sher Ross 
rode with this adventuresome group from 
Seattle to San Diego (Concrete Herald, 
October 2012). The Fuller Center was 
founded by the same people who founded 
Habitat for Humanity. Along the way the 
bicycle riders have worked on six houses. 
They are raising funds for Fuller Center.
   Attention all students of Concrete 
schools! Concrete Theatre will host an 
open house for you during Cascade Days 
on Sat., Aug. 17, from noon to 4 p.m. 
Drop by the theater to connect with your 
former classmates. Buy a bag of popcorn, 
an old-fashioned ice cream cone, and 
a huge soda, then chat it up with old 
friends while watching a slide show of 
dated Concrete photos on the big screen, 
reminiscing about the good ol’ days.
   Urban youth from the Kulshan Creek 
and Youth Leadership Adventures 
programs spent July 24 planting 
vegetation, cleaning tent pads, and 
installing fire rings at Lower Sandy 
Campground on Baker Lake.
   On a personal note, I was saddened 
to hear that Doug Gates of Concrete 
passed away July 27. I sat with Doug 
on the Concrete Planning Commission, 
the Parks Committee, and the Historical 
Preservation and Landmarks Commission, 
and loved and appreciated his stubborn 
candor. I’ll miss you, Doug. We all will.

Council summary
   Concrete Town Council met for regular 
meetings July 8 and 22, as well as a 
special meeting on July 24 to discuss 
how to fill the town’s vacant town planner 
position. Following is a summary of 
the July 8 and 22 meetings. Complete 
minutes for every council meeting are 
posted on the town’s Web site at www.
townofconcrete.com/cminutes.php.

July 8 regular meeting
• Citizen Don Payne distributed 

packets to the mayor and council with 
information regarding the possible 
construction of a plaza bordering 
his building on Main St. to the west. 
The school district currently owns 
the property; the school board is 
amenable to the idea of the town 
leasing that portion of the property 
to the town, so that liability would 
be deferred to the town. After much 
discussion about right-of-way issues, 
permitting, parking, and first steps, it 
was the consensus of the council to 
proceed with drafting a lease for this 
property and including the project in 
the lease language.

• Public safety:
Sergeant Kading reported the monthly 
call volume for June had gone down 
a little from May. He stated July 3 
and 4 were pretty quiet after they got 
one resident to stop shooting bottle 
rockets from his apartment window. 
He also reported on the new sign for 
the East Detachment office, which was 
framed and installed by Ed Rogge.

• Town engineer Cody Hart with 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering 
reported a Dept. of Ecology grant 
application to decommission 
the sewer lagoon ran into some 
administrative issues and he is hoping 
these will be resolved and the town 
can resubmit the grant in the next 
month or so. 
   He also reported the Public Works 
Trust Fund monies will not be 
available this year because of state 
budget cuts.  
   Hart also discussed an option for an 
aviation grant for emergency repairs 
to the airport runway, and said they 
are moving forward with the TIB 
grants the town received for two 
different projects in town. 
   Hart also reported on a possible 
grant from USDA to decommission 
the sewer lagoon. He stated the grant 
would only decommission the lagoon 
and would be a 25 percent match or 
loan by the town.

• Council discussed the lien that is 
in place on The Model building 
and what needs to be done before 
it is released. The new owner has 
made substantial improvements to 
the building, but an actual plan and 
application package have never been 
submitted to the town. Without this, 
there is no way to determine what 
percentage of work has been done—a 
criterion in releasing the lien. The 
council agreed that, even though it 
supports the new owner’s efforts, it 
still needs to see an actual plan and 
a full building permit application 
package submitted and issued before 
releasing this lien.

• Parks:
Parks Chair Jason Miller is in contact 
with Job Corps representatives to 
have three concrete picnic tables built 
for Garden Club Park.

July 22 regular meeting
• Hart reported that the town received 

a WSDOT aviation grant for 
emergency repairs to the airport 
runway and the work was completed 
on July 17. The town will have a 5 
percent match on this grant. 
   He also reported the town received 
the CCTV grant to finish its camera 
project on its sewer lines. Work on 
this will start in the rainy season; 
there is no match on this project. 
   Hart also reported that the chip seal 
project for Superior Ave. has been 
delayed by approximately two weeks. 
   The overlay project on East Main, 
North Everett, and Dillard will begin 
in August.

• The council voted unanimously 
to approve Ordinance No. 711, 
extending the moratorium on medical 
cannabis by another six months.

• Councilmember Jack Mears reported 
the fly-in went well, with more than 
100 planes on site. He also stated 
that because of high insurance costs, 
the North Cascades Vintage Aircraft 
Museum likely will not organize the 
event next year. Mears said that he 
and Larry Mitchell will take over the 
planning and execution of the event.

• An airport lease was facing 
foreclosure because of lack of 
payment.

• Public Works:
   Public Works Dir. Alan Wilkins 
reported that they received new 
membranes for the wastewater 
treatment plant and still need to 
install them. He also reported that 
the sweeper would not start and the 
Vactor truck was having fuel issues.

—Compiled by J. K. M.

Port of Skagit 
commissioner 
in town for 
informal chats
   Sometimes the Port of Skagit offices—
and the commissioners—can seem miles 
away. And in truth, they are. But on Aug. 
9, Upper Valley residents will have an 
opportunity to bend a Port commissioner’s 
ear in Concrete.
   The Port’s “Coffee with a Commissioner” 
program will bring Port of Skagit District 
3 Commissioner Bill Shuler to town as 
he hosts conversations on Fri., Aug. 9, 
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. at the East County 
Resource Center, 45770 Main St., 
Concrete.
   “Coffee with a Commissioner” sessions 
are intended to make it easy for the 
public to meet informally with their port 
commissioners. Scheduled quarterly, they 
rotate among the three port commission 
districts. One commissioner attends each 
session, and the port provides coffee and 
cookies. 
   Citizens have the option of reserving 
a 10-minute block of time with the 
commissioner, but walk-ins and small 
groups are welcome as well. To schedule a 
meeting, call Debbie Hamilton at the port 
office at 360.757.0011 or via the Web site, 
www.portofskagit.com/contact-us.
   Guided by its mission, “Good Jobs 
for Our Community,” the Port of Skagit 
owns and operates three key facilities: 
the Skagit Regional Airport, the Bayview 
Business Park, and the La Conner Marina. 
Combined, these three facilities are home 
to 82 businesses that employ more than 
1,000 people.
   Closer to home, the Port of Skagit 
most recently contributed to Concrete 
Theatre’s “Donate to Digital” campaign. 
Prior to that, it awarded Town of Concrete 
a $10,000 grant to help fund its Town 
Center sign on Main St.

—J. K. M.

   Concrete High School alumnus Jacob 
Massingale graduated from U.S. Army 
Basic Training May 3. 
   He stayed at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, for 
Advanced Individual Training, where he 
was named one of three distinguished 
graduates for his class. Jacob received 
orders for Airborne School, where 
he finished “Ground” week, “Tower” 
week, and “Jump” week—all in July. He 
graduated from Airborne School July 26.
   A quick survey of Jake’s Facebook 
posts reveals his characteristic brevity, 
understatement, and humor:
• July 7: “Sitting in the Oklahoma 

airport at 5:42 a.m. on about an hour 
and 1/2 sleep. Perfect.”

• July 8: “Chilling in Ft. Benning.”
• July 14: “Everybody around here 

thinks I’m, like, 14.”
• July 15: “Ready to do some more 

PLFs and jump out of a 35-foot 
zipline tower ... I think so!”

• July 22: “Jumped out of a plane today.”

• July 26: “Graduating airborne in a 
few hours.”

   Join Brandon Murdock of Day Creek 
Sept. 7 from 1 to 4 p.m. at Day Creek Fire 
Hall. Brandon is headed to the Marine 
Corps! A Sedro-Woolley High School 
graduate, Brandon also has served on the 
Day Creek Fire Dept. On Sept. 9, seven 
days before his 19th birthday, he will ship 
out to start his Marine Corps career.
   Sept. 7 is your chance to wish him well 
and celebrate an early birthday.

million)
• US 395/North Spokane Corridor ($68 

million)
• I-90 Snoqualmie Pass ($117 million)
• Columbia River Crossing ($82 

million—vetoed by Gov. Inslee)
   For information on specific projects, 
go to http://leap.leg.wa.gov/leap/budget/
leapdocs/transpodocs.asp.

Kristiansen, cont. from p. 3

Massingale

   Sauk City playwright and author 
Nicola Pearson will read from and 
sign copies of her first novel, How 
to Make a Pot in 14 Easy Lessons, 
at Village Books, 1200 11th St., 
Bellingham.
   The event will be held on Wed., 
Aug. 21, at 7 p.m.
   For more information, contact 
Village Books at 360.671.2626 or 
www.villagebooks.com.



   Come the 2013–14 school year, 
Concrete High School is going to notice 
some significant gaps in its coaching staff.
   Matthew Williams, who has coached in 
various capacities for the past five years, 
resigned in January to pursue employment 
as a 911 call taker and dispatcher in Skagit 
County. He’s been training for the detail-
oriented job since Jan. 19.
   Williams, 27, coached a trio of sports at 
Concrete High School:

• Served the women’s volleyball 
program for five years, including an 
interim coach position in 2009, then 
head coach from 2010 to 2012

• Assistant coach for women’s 
basketball team from 2008 into 2013

• Volunteer coach for men and women 
track athletes, focusing on all 
throwing events, for five years

   Active in football, 
basketball, and track 
during his own high 
school years, the 
CHS class of 2004 
graduate said his good 
memories of the school 
come from more 
than just his sports 
activities.
   “It’s being involved with the school 
itself,” he said. “I was in pep bands and 
clubs in high school as well.”
   Williams brought that passion to 
the courts and fields while coaching. 
He said he’ll remember the sense of 
accomplishment he felt when an athlete 
experienced success.
   “There’s that gratification of seeing 
a student reach a goal that they’ve set 
for themselves, and seeing that on their 
faces when they achieve something or 
overcome odds that are stacked against 
them,” he said.
   Williams remembers the challenge of 
juggling athletics with academia, and the 
potential synergy between the two.
   “It’s nice to be able to support them 
as they go through those four years, 
helping them, registering the importance 
of athletics and academics—each helps 
bolster the other in their lives.”
   Notoriously humble, Williams says his 
coaching ability is the product of his own 
ability to learn. “This is nothing I can take 
credit for; I’m simply passing on lessons 
that were taught to me in high school. I’m 
taking what I learned, adapting it, and 
putting my own personal twist on things.
   “My approach to the sports is applying 
my personality to something that 
someone’s already done, and using the 
characteristics and traits that God has 
blessed me with.”
   Williams added that leaving his 
Concrete Youth Dynamics involvement 
was “a struggle,” and that he’ll try to 
scout basketball players for CHS women’s 
basketball coach Kevik Rensink.
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Sports
Matthew’s moving on
Former three-sport coach is on track to becoming 
a 911 call taker and dispatcher.
By Jason Miller

Former Concrete Lady Lions Volleyball Coach Matthew Williams confers with his players 
during a September 2012 home game against Tulalip.    The Concrete Lions football team 

participated in the team football camp 
held annually at the Camp Rilea Military 
Reservation near Astoria, Ore., from July 
20–24.
   Twenty-one team members participated 
in live scrimmages, linemen skills 
challenges, and a passing league from 
dawn to dusk at the camp. Eighteen top-
rated smaller schools from Washington, 
Oregon, and British Columbia attended 
the camp on the Oregon coast.
   The Lions won their division of the 
7-on-7 passing league, but lost in the 
championship playoff to finish third. All 

team members gained game experience 
in live scrimmages and built team unity 
during the four-day camp.
   Gear will be issued to students not able 
to attend the summer camp on Aug. 19 at 
6 p.m., at the high school.
   The first turnout is scheduled for Wed., 
Aug. 21. All participants must have 
current physicals, proof of insurance, and 
a completed Concrete Athletic Packet 
to begin turnout. Packets can be picked 
up at the district office or open weight 
conditioning on Monday and Wednesday 
nights from 6 to 7 p.m.

—Ron Rood

HHHHHHHHHHFor current  happenings and specials, find us on Facebook!HHHHHHHHHHH

•	 Daily Specials
•	 Choice Grilled Meats & Fish 
•	 All-Natural Angus Beef  
 No Steroids or Hormones!
•	 Fresh, Local Produce & Organics
•	 Homemade Pies

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST!
Every Sat & Sun 8 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. thru Labor Day!

Mon, Thurs, Fri 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
60147 SR 20		•		Marblemount				360 . 873. 4503

   Softball coaching duo Dan Pringle and 
his daughter, Concrete alumnus Sherri 
Pringle, had their hands full this summer 
while fielding a Summer League Fastpitch 
Softball team for Concrete.
   In previous years the summer team has 
been a combined effort, with Darrington 
and Concrete girls sharing the field, but 
this year, no Darrington players showed 
up till after registration, when the team 

was able to add two Logger girls.
   Five players were newcomers to the 
game.
   “The girls had an 0–8 record, but played 
hard, had fun, and learned a lot of new 
skills,” said Coach Dan Pringle. “They 
were definitely showing improvement as 
the season progressed.”

—J. K. M.

An influential coach
Williams’ peers and players talk about 
his work.

   “To say that Matthew will be missed in this 
community is an understatement. He brought all 
heart all of the time, whether he was coaching at 
Concrete High School or helping out with Concrete 
Youth Dynamics.
   “Matthew has been the assistant coach for girl’s 
basketball for the last five years, and I will miss our 
time together. He has become a good friend, and 
he has always supported me in everything. He has 
given a lot to this school district and this community. 
I wish him the best because that is all he has ever 
given.”

—Kevik Rensink, head coach
Concrete High School Women’s Basketball

   “I had Matthew as a basketball coach! He was a 
great coach because he was passionate about what 
he does and taught me to never give up! He made 
everything fun.”

— Angie McLaughlin

   “Matthew is a great basketball coach, friend, and 
youth leader, and is always there when you need 
someone to talk to. Matt is great at what he does 
and will be missed off the court.”

—Alyssa Wahlgren

   “I had Matt as a volleyball coach, and he was 
there a lot for track this year. He helped me a lot. 
During volleyball he would help me with my setting 
after practice. He pretty much taught me to be 
patient with myself and don’t be down on myself 
when I get something wrong or I mess up.
   “During track he helped me with my form for 
javelin.”

— Jasmine Hopfield

   “I mainly had Matt as a coach for volleyball. 
He also helped coach basketball the four years I 
played, and track, which I did for two years. During 
my freshman year of volleyball, Matt took on the 
responsibility of being head coach toward the end 
of the season when our original coach didn’t stick 
with it.
   “I really appreciate all of the time and effort that 
Matt put into our volleyball team. We had come 
from winning no games at all, to winning quite a 
bit my senior year. The team grew from having the 
mentality that we were only going to come close to 
winning, to us going into every game believing that 
we could win. I am really glad that Matt was able to 
fill that role as our coach.
   “I wish him the best of luck in his future 
endeavors.”

—Kylee Warner

The Concrete Lions fielded a Summer League Fastpitch Softball team, with 10 girls stepping 
up to the plate. Front row, from left: Kaylee Shope, Rebecka McClure, Tate Mathis, Emily Bridge. 
Back row, from left: Coach Dan Pringle, Kassi Jones, Sarah Newman, Erica Knuth, Lindsey Fabri, 
Coach Sherri Pringle. Photo courtesy of SD Photography.

Concrete’s gridiron greats 
travel to Football Camp

Summer League softball 
draws newcomers

Our area businesses bring you Concrete Herald
each month.  Please suppor t them!Not advertising in Concrete Herald

is like winking in the dark*

*You’re the only one who knows what you’re doing.

Call 360.853.8213 today to be seen in Concrete Herald,
the Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley.

Williams

Williams drills his Lady Lions volleyball 
players before an October 2012 match 
against Darrington.

Photo by Andrea Fichter.
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   Bow Hill: Thank you to all who helped 
raise much-needed funds on this annual 
building fundraiser.
   Potluck: The Annual Potluck will 
be held Wed., Aug. 21, at 6 p.m. Dave 
Chapman will be there to play guitar and 
sing. We will hold the potluck at Concrete 
Center.
   Concrete Herald Digitization Project: 
John Boggs reports the project is complete 
and he has picked up the portable hard 
drive from Elizabeth DuBriel of PSE. 
This was a huge project that deserves 
a huge thank-you from the Concrete 
Museum board and the public at large. 
Researchers may now access the Concrete 
Herald archives at our library and with 
the digitization being done as Abobe PDF 
files, there is some search capability.
   Men of Concrete: This book is now 
in our library. It was written by Gary J. 
Moshier, the son of Guy E. Moshier and 
grandson of Edgar Moshier, who, between 
them, took most of the book’s wonderful 
photos of area locals as they worked for 
the Superior Portland Cement Company 
and Washington Cement Plant from its 

opening in 1908 to its closing as Lone 
Star Cement Co. in 1970. It makes for a 
wonderful time capsule. You can still buy 
copies at Albert’s Red Apple or order the 
book online at Amazon.com.
   Cascade Days: We are so proud that our 
very own Robin and Gerald Wood will 
be this year’s Grand Marshals during the 
Cascade Days Parade.
   Plan a Saturday afternoon to visit us
from noon to 4 p.m. You can make 
an appointment to visit the museum 
or do research in our library outside 
of normal times; just call Robin 
Wood at 360.826.3075 or e-mail 
us at concreteheritagemuseum@
stumpranchonline.com.
   Monthly meetings are held year-round 
on the third Wednesday of each month at 
7 p.m. at the museum, and are open to the 
public. 
   For more information, go to 
www.stumpranchonline.com/
concreteheritagemuseum/

—Dan Royal

C o n c r e t e  H e r i t a g e  M u s e u m  n e w s

Children

Summer Reading Events
Wednesdays, 2 p.m., for children 6 and 
older:
• Aug. 7: Dinosaurs
• Aug. 14: Dream Boards
• Aug. 28: Summer Reading Finale: 

Can You Dig It? With Alleyoop.

Families
• What Do You Know? (Family Feud 

style), Sat., Aug. 17, 11 a.m.

Teens
• Real Guitar Heroes, Tuesdays from 

noon to 1 p.m., Aug. 6, 13, 20; for 

ages 12–19

Adults
• Summer of Authors: Erika Madden, 

Year of the Angels, Mon., Aug. 26, 
6:30 p.m.

   For more information, go to www.sno-
isle.org?ID=1194 or call 360.436.1600.

Volunteers needed
   Darrington Library seeks adult 
volunteers to assist with basic library 
tasks. Contact Patsy Cloer, volunteer 
coordinator, at 360.436.1600.

—Bryan Stratton, branch manager

August at the Darrington Library

Upper Skag it Library
At the

   It’s hard to believe August is upon us!
   July was a busy month in the commu-
nity and at the library. We had several 
visitors, such as Ray Soriano, Louie Foxx, 
and Nicola Pearson, who shared her new 
book, How to Make a Pot in 14 Easy 
Lessons.
   The library hosted a booth at Youth 
Activity Day and the Cement City Street 
Fair. Thank you to our volunteers Tiana 
and Diana for all your help.
   Also in July, Director Aimee Hirschel 
left the library to focus more on the finer 
things in life. Aimee had been the director 
of the Upper Skagit Library for more than 
five years and has done a phenomenal 
job keeping the library in stock with 
new materials and providing excellent 
customer service. She will be missed 
greatly by all.
   In August, Summer Reading wrapped up 
with Reptile Man on Aug. 1, followed by 

an Ice Cream Party on Aug. 2. Youth who 
have read 800 pages by then could bring 
in their log to get a free book and a raffle 
ticket for a bike. This year the Friends of 
the Upper Skagit Library purchased a bike 
for the winner.
   Our youth time, story time, and guitar 
classes will continue for much of August. 
Teens can look forward to a Marshmallow 
Challenge on Aug. 7 at 6:30 p.m.
   On Aug. 22 Sarai Stevens will talk about 
her new book, Seeds for a New Day, at the 
library at 7 p.m.
   Look for us in the Cascade Days Parade 
and don’t forget to stop by the Friends 
book sale located in our parking lot on 
Aug. 17. All proceeds help fund important 
events and programs for our community.
   The next board meeting will be Aug. 15 
at 5 p.m.

—Stephanie Morgareidge
Youth Services

   Concrete Lions Club members were on 
hand to cook hot dogs and hamburgers 
for Patriot Day July 27. Proceeds from 
those food sales will go to the Doug Vose 

Lions ROAR

Coming to Fire Mountain 
Trail Course
   Clinician Raye Lochert will be at 
Fire Mountain Trail Course from 
Aug. 9–13. He will work with horse 
owners on communication, trust, 
and confidence with their horses on 
trail-training obstacles.
   A few openings are still available 
for the two-day clinic, Aug. 10–11. 
Plenty of openings are available for 
Lochert’s one-day clinic on Mon. 
Aug. 12.
   For more information, contact 
Marilyn Pineda at 360.856.4397 or 
marilyn@firemountainfriesians.com.

Memorial Scholarship fund.
   Cascade Days is next, with proceeds 
from the club’s hot dog and burger sales 
going to the Kid’s Fund. Our Quilt Raffle 
proceeds also will go to the Kids Fund. 
Raffle tickets are only $1 each; contact 
any Lions Club member to buy tickets. 
You might just win a beautiful quilt!

 —Connie Smithhart

Area kids got up close and personal with a menagerie of reptiles when “Reptile Man” Scott 
Peterson visited Concrete, hosted by the Upper Skagit Library. Above left is Noah Tiemens, 11, 
from Concrete, riding a tortoise (it’s okay, the animal can support up to 100 lbs.). Above right is 
Alexander Schwarz, 6, from Mount Vernon, bravely wearing a boa constrictor as a belt. Peterson 
brought several other reptiles to show the kids, including a rattlesnake, a Gaboon viper, a cobra, 
and an American alligator.

Our area businesses
adver tise in these pages

to bring you Concrete Herald each month.
Please suppor t them!

Visit Fire Mountain Trail Course
Contact: Marilyn Pineda
Phone:  360.856.4397
E-mail:  info@firemountainfriesians.com
Web:  www.firemountainfriesians.com

Horse course

Sierra, a 23-year-old male Paint, gets an 
apple for a treat from his owner, Rich Ruhl 
from Sedro-Woolley, during a June 22 outing 
at the Fire Mountain Trail Course.

Clare, an 8-year-old Molly mule, steps backward carefully through a “maze” obstacle at the Fire 
Mountain Trail course June 22. Guiding Clare is her owner, Brent Stoval from Sedro-Woolley.

Rich Ruhl from Sedro-Woolley coaxes 
his 23-year-old male Paint, Sierra, to enter 
a water obstacle at the Fire Mountain Trail 
Course in Sedro-Woolley June 22. Horses and 
mules are instinctively skittish around bodies 
of water, because they don’t know how deep 
they are. “Once they step in, they’re fine,” said 
course owner Marilyn Pineda. “But there’s a 
matter of trust going on between horse and 
rider whenever a horse is asked to step into a 
puddle.” The course also has a creek crossing.

   Carol O’Connor of Snohomish 
murmured encouragement to her 
13-year-old Paso Fino Curly, 
Princess Contessa, as the horse 
stood facing downhill on a small 
rise of land north of Sedro-
Woolley in June. The task at 
hand: Princess needed to walk 
backward up the slope. Slowly, 
she complied.
   That obstacle is just one of 
more than 35 at the 17-acre Fire 
Mountain Trail Course, owned by 
Dale and Marilyn Pineda.
   The course is designed to 
mimic trail conditions for mules 
and horses, so that when they’re 
faced with the real thing, they’ll 
navigate the unfamiliar landscape 
like real pros.
   Marilyn Pineda refers to the 
course as “a living, breathing 
thing.” She and her husband 
have been working on it for five 
years, accumulating and salvaging 
materials such as rocks, telephone 
poles, and railroad ties—“always 
with permission!”—to create a 
variety of skill-testing stations 
through which horse and mule 
owners can put their steeds.
   Pineda’s favorite obstacles are 
“the ones that require the horses 

to pay attention to their feet.” For 
example, two obstacles have an 
assortment of large rocks placed 
close to each other, to simulate a 
dry creek bed.
   “They have to walk through that 
and place their feet so they can 
get through the obstructions. As 
simple as it sounds, that’s one of 
my favorite ones, because that’s 
one of the things I’m concerned 
with on the trail: my horse 
watching where she puts her feet.”
   Other obstacles include:
• Several bridges, because 

horses are naturally leery of 
bridges.

• Large, still water obstacles 
to help horses and mules 
overcome their reluctance 
to step into water without 
knowing how deep it is.

• A rambling pile of sticks 
and branches that simulate 

deadfall or walking through a 
clearcut area.

   Pineda’s guests in June were 
members of the Skagit Chapter 
of Back Country Horsemen of 
Washington, an organization 
dedicated in part to keeping trails 
open for all users and educating 
horse users on leave-no-trace 
recreation practices. The Pinedas 
are members and were willing 
hosts to the riders, who slowly and 
methodically led their horses and 
mules through the obstacles.
   The course builds confidence 
and trust between horse and 
rider. “People sometimes take 
for granted the amount of trust 
that a horse puts in its rider,” said 
Pineda. “They are doing things 
that are not natural for them. The 
more things a horse is exposed to 
with its rider—and comes through 
alive—the more trust evolves.”

A Sedro-Woolley equine obstacle course helps horses and 
mules grow accustomed to life on the trail.          By Jason Miller
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Academics

Concrete High School 
Honor Roll
   The following students at Concrete High 
School received a grade point average of 3.2 or 
higher for the second semester of the 2012–13 
school year. An asterisk before a name denotes 
a student with a perfect 4.0 GPA.
Grade 9 Honor Roll
   Karissa Bates, Cassidy Cargile, *Emily Greso, Sam 
Holbrook, Jasmine Hopfield, Katherine Joens, *Hannah 
Kononen, Mary Mauck, *Kevin McLaughlin, *Haley 
McNealey, Shelby Meacham, Amanda Perry, Daniel 
Shaffer, Ashten Tygret.
Grade 10 Honor Roll
   Krystal Augusto, Madeline Corn, Gibson Fichter, 
Shayane Gilbert, Anjelika Koenig, Anthony Moran, 
Baylee Robinson O’Leary, Emily Stidman, Muriel Troka, 
Taylor Warner.
Grade 11 Honor Roll
   Aimee Adkinson, Forest Barnedt, Andrew Freeman, 
Jacquelynn Frizzell, Morgan Hazel, Jayden Hopfield, 
Kate McLaughlin, *Dallas Newby, Josh Philipsen, 
*Xyomara Ramos, Joshua Rogge, Trevin Smith, 
*Sheyenne Sydnes.
Grade 12 Honor Roll
   Olivia Davis, Matthew Holman, Alex Joens, Caleb 
Omstead, Melia Thompson, Kylee Warner, Michelle 
Yarber.

Help Concrete K-8 
School win a salad bar
   Concrete Elementary School, with 
help from United General Hospital’s 
Community Health Outreach Programs, 
has been awarded a matching grant from 
Salad Bars 2 Schools.
   As soon as the school and community 
raise $2,600, a new refrigerated salad 
bar unit will be shipped out, and kids in 
grades K-8 will enjoy fresh fruits and 
vegetables every day during lunch.
   Here are a few reasons why this salad 
bar is good for Concrete K-8 kids:
• Eating veggies decreases the risks 

of developing cavities, obesity,  
osteoporosis, heart disease, diabetes, 
and cancer.

• Healthful eating improves growth and 
development, school performance, 
and concentration. Healthy kids make 
better learners.

• Children significantly increase their 
intake of fresh fruits and veggies 
when they are made available.

• A school salad bar stocked with 
fresh fruits and vegetables can help 
establish lifelong healthy eating 
habits.

Back-to-School 
Blessing Aug. 11
   This year’s Back-to-School Blessing 
event will be held Sun., Aug. 11, from 1 to 
3 p.m. at Concrete Center in Concrete.
   Free backpacks and school supplies for 
grades K-12 will be available for pick up 
during the event.
   Students must be present to get a 
backpack on that date; however, names 
and contact information will be taken for 
those not able to attend that day, for future 
pick up at the East County Resource 
Center on Main St. in Concrete.
   Area churches and businesses have 
coordinated to make the school supplies 
available to students, and welcome volun-
teers to help with sorting and packing 
the backpacks with supplies on Sat., 
Aug. 10, at 10 a.m., at the Mount Baker 
Presbyterian Church in Concrete, and/or 
to help distribute them the next day.

Concrete honors a hometown hero

Mon. - Sat. 10:30 - 6, Sun. 11 - 4

Northwest’s Finest Seafood

360.707.CRAB (2722)

Toll-free: 866.707.2722

Dungeness Crab sandwiches, halibut or prawn 
tacos, Washington’s best oyster burgers,  

homemade clam chowder, oyster shooters.

18042 Highway 20, Burlington, WA 98233

Local Puget Sound Shrimp Daily!

Dungeness Crab ~ Oysters ~ Fresh Fish ~ Mussels 
Shrimp ~ Scallops  ~ Clams ~ Smoked Fish

Video contest asks 
kids why they love 
their state park
   There’s still time left for budding 
videographers to enter a film contest that 
focuses on their favorite state park.
   The “Why I Love My State Park” 
contest features multiple prizes up to 
$500, to be awarded this fall. Kids must 
submit their videos by Sept. 15.
   Individually or as a team, young 
videographers may choose one state park 
to be the subject of their short film created 
around the theme. The videos submitted 
for consideration must be no less than two 
minutes and no more than seven minutes 
in length.
   Contest applications are required 
and may be downloaded at www.
friendsoffarrington.org, where contest 
rules also may be found.

Concrete student photographer Hannah Kononen snapped this photo of Skagit Valley Roller 
Derby women showing off their moves in Concrete Town Center during the Cement City Street 
Fair July 20. From left, Sharon Feller, Gillian Howard, Germaine Kornegay, and Michelle Rhodes.

   More  

Than Just 

Great   

        Pizza!
Lasagna  H  Salads  H  Beer

Sandwiches H Homemade Soups

Espresso  H  Baked Goods

360-853-7227

DELivEry  

AvAiLABLE

5-8 p.m.

Tues-Sat 11-9 Sun 2-8

• A school salad bar helps make the 
healthful choice the easy choice.

How you can help
• Go online to https://

saladbars2schools.org/school_finder
• Search for Concrete School District
• Donate what you can to help raise 

funds for the salad bar (we need 
$2,600). If 260 families donate $10 
each, we’ll raise the money we need.

• Once funded, the salad bar is ordered 
for shipment. A ribbon-cutting 
ceremony will “open” the salad bar 
for the start of the school year.

• Kids eat more fruits and vegetables, 
feel better, and learn better!

—Marjorie Bell

The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley

Read

More than 500 guests gathered July 27 at the 
south end of the Concrete High School football field 
to dedicate a statue honoring Douglas Vose III. In 
this photo, the statue is at the far right, shrouded 
before its unveiling. Senator Kirk Pearson is at the 
podium, sharing his thoughts with attendees.

Jason Vose, Douglas Vose’s brother, speaks 
during the ceremony, which included several 
brief speeches from military and political 
figures, including Rep. Dan Kristiansen, Rep. 
Suzan DelBene, and Douglas Vose’s own 
commander, Col. George Thiebes.

Former Secretary of Defense Dr. Robert M. 
Gates gave the last speech of the day.

   A bright and blustery day greeted 
visitors to the Concrete High School 
football field July 27, where more than 
500 gathered to commemorate a Concrete 
graduate who went out into the world and 
became a hero.
   Chief Warrant Officer 2 Douglas M. 
Vose III, a U.S. Army Special Forces 
Green Beret, was killed in action while 
engaging enemy forces in Afghanistan on 
July 29, 2009. To honor him and all men 
and women serving in the U.S. military, 
Doug’s brother, Jason, spearheaded an 
effort to commission and install a lifesize 
bronze statue of Doug. A fundraising 
campaign made Jason’s dream come 
true: On July 27, the statue was dedicated 
during the special ceremony at Concrete 
High School.
   After graduating from high school in 
1988, Douglas Vose began his career in 
the Army, serving deployments in the Gulf 
War, the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, and two tours 
with Operation Enduring Freedom in 
Afghanistan, to name a few.
   On that fateful July 29, Vose was 
conducting an area reconnaissance 
patrol into the Northern Uzbin Valley in 
Afghanistan when his patrol came into 
contact with 15 insurgents only about 25 
meters away.
   Under intense enemy fire, Vose 
immediately engaged the insurgents and 
moved to the front of the patrol to gain fire 
superiority. He bounded back and forth 
from the front of the patrol to the back, all 

while enemy rounds impacted the ground 
around him. His quick actions prevented 
the enemy from fixing the detachment 
with effective fire or maneuvering, while 
giving his patrol those same advantages.
   During one of his daring bounds, Vose 
was fatally wounded by enemy fire. His 
courage under fire led to his detachment’s 

success in the engagement.
   Highly decorated, Douglas M. Vose III 
has been laid to rest. On the memorial statue 
is engraved a tribute to him that ends with 
the words, “The pain will never stop, 
but neither shall the pride. In our loving 
memory, always, each and every day.”

—J. K. M.

Trailing an American flag, a member of the 
Kapowsin Jump Team prepares to land on 
the football field near the ceremony’s end.
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AUGUST
6 Primary election; ballots were mailed July 17
8–11 Summer Meltdown Festival, Whitehorse Mountain Amphitheater, 
 Darrington; see notice, p. 25; info at www.summermeltdown.com
9 “Coffee with a Commissioner,” East County Resource Center, 9:30 to
 11 a.m.; see ad, p. 4, and article, p. 6; info at 360.757.0011 or
 www.portofskagit.com/contact-us
9 Community Movie Night/Wounded Warriors in Action fundraiser,
 Veterans Memorial Park, Concrete; info at www.townofconcrete.com
9–13 Equine clinician Raye Lochert at Fire Mountain Trail Course in Sedro-
 Woolley; see notice, p. 10; info at 360.856.4397 or marilyn@
 firemountainfriesians.com
7–10 Skagit County Fair; info at www.skagitcounty.net (click on the fair ad)
10 KSVU Bake Sale, Concrete Saturday Market, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
10 Lyman Hamilton School Reunion, Lyman City Park, noon potluck;
 info at 360.826.3160, 360.708.4854, or 360.695.9848
11 Back to School Blessing, Concrete Center, Concrete, 1 to 3 p.m.;
 see notice, p. 12
11 Free summer concert: Bullet Creek, Riverfront Park, Sedro-Woolley;
 see notice, p. 17
16–18 Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe Powwow, Sauk-Suiattle Reservation; see 
 notice, p. 25; info at www.sauk-suiattle.com
17 Concrete Heritage Museum Bake Sale, Concrete Saturday Market,
 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
17 Friends of Upper Skagit Library Book Sale, Upper Skagit Library
 parking lot, 45770B Main St., Concrete; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
17 Praise in the Pasture / Back to School Blessing, Lyman Church,
 31441 W. Main St., Lyman; 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; see notice, p. 18;
 info at 360.420.2345
17 Reunion for all Concrete Schools alumni, Concrete Theatre, noon to
 4 p.m.; see notice, p. 6
17 Concrete High School classes of the 1950s picnic, Skagit View Village,
 7395 Hideaway Lane, Concrete, potluck at 1:30 p.m.; info at 
 360.853.8233 or 360.856.6465
17–18 Cascade Days, Concrete; see ad, p. 3, and article, p. 5; info at 
 www.cascadedays.com
18 Free summer concert: M80s, Riverfront Park, Sedro-Woolley; see notice, 
 p. 17
21 Public meeting regarding future of forest roads, Darrington Public 
 Library, 4:30 to 7 p.m.; RSVP to sustainableroads@gmail.com;
 see article, p. 4
21 Nicola Pearson reads from and signs her book, How to Make a Pot in 14 
 Easy Lessons at Village Books, 1200 11th St., Bellingham, 7 p.m.; info at 
 www.villagebooks.com or  360.671.2626
21 Heart to Heart Charity free movie night (“Happy Feet”), 720 Puget Ave., 
 Ste. B, Sedro-Woolley, 6:30 p.m.; info at hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com,
 360.826.3818, or www.facebook.com/hearttoheartcharity
23 Community Movie Night/school bands fundraiser, Veterans Memorial 
 Park, Concrete; info at www.townofconcrete.com
24 Boy Scout Troop 4074 Bake Sale, Concrete Saturday Market, 9 a.m. to
 3 p.m.
31 Benefit Bake Sale and Food Drive for Concrete Food Bank, Concrete
 Saturday Market, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

SEPTEMBER
7 Boy Scout Troop 4074 Bake Sale, Concrete Saturday Market, 9 a.m. to
 3 p.m.
*Community Calendar is updated daily at www.concrete-herald.com/calendar

Community Calendar Community meetings
   Coffee Talk, a casual conversation about 
Concrete’s transformation, meets the third Fri. 
of each month at 8 a.m. at The Washington 
Cafe and Bakery, Concrete Town Center. 
360.853.8213.
   Community Chat, an informal conversation 
about projects in Darrington, meets the second 
Fri. of each month at 8 a.m., at Mountain 
Loop Books and Coffee, 1085 Darrington St., 
Darrington. 360.436.2167
   Concrete American Legion Post and 
Auxiliary meet the second Tue. of each month, 
Sept. through May, at 5:30 p.m. in the American 
Legion Building. 360.853.8940.
   Concrete Chamber of Commerce meets the 
second Thur. of each month at 8 a.m. Meetings 
usually are held at Concrete Center in Concrete. 
360.466.8754 or concretechamber@mac.com.
   Concrete Heritage Museum Board meets 
the third Wed. of each month, at 7 p.m. at the 
museum. Meetings are open to the public. 
360.826.3075 or concreteheritagemuseum@
stumpranchonline.com
   Concrete Lions Club meets the first and third 
Wed. of each month, at Annie’s Pizza Station, 
Concrete. Social at 6 p.m.; meeting at 6:30.
   Concrete School Board will hold a work 
session on Aug. 26, at 6 p.m. in the high school 
Commons. The board will hold its regular 
meeting Aug. 29 at 6 p.m. in the high school 
Commons. 360.853.8141.
   Concrete Town Council meets the second 
and fourth Monday of each month at Town 
Hall, 45672 Main St., Concrete, at 7 p.m. 
360.853.8401 or andreaf@concretewa.gov.
   Darrington Area Business Assn (DABA) 
meets the third Wed. of each month, 7 p.m., at 
Cascade Senior Center, 1115 Darrington St., 
Darrington. 360.436.2167.
   Darrington Town Council meets the 
second Wed. of each month at Town Hall, 
1005 Cascade St., at 7 p.m. 360.436.1131 or 
darrcityhall@glacierview.net.
   Forest Park Cemetery District No. 5 meets 
the second Wed. of each month at the cemetery 
office on Compton Lane in Concrete, at 8 a.m. 
360.708.3656.
   Friends of Upper Skagit Library (FOUSL) 
Board meets the third Tuesday of odd-

numbered months at the East County Resource 
Center in Concrete, at 1 pm. Public welcome to 
attend. uslfriends@gmail.com.
   Hamilton Town Council meets the second 
Tue. of each month at Town Hall, 584 Maple St., 
Hamilton, at 7 p.m. 360.826.3027.
   Imagine Concrete meets the second Wed. 
of each month in the Pilots’ Lounge at Mears 
Field in Concrete, at 6 p.m. 360.853.8213 or 
goodwords@frontier.com.
   KSVU 90.1 FM hosts get-togethers for anyone 
interested in the radio station the second Tue. 
of each month, at noon, at Annie’s Pizza. 
Volunteer and staff meetings are held the last 
Thur. of each month at 4 p.m., at the Concrete 
studio, Portable B, behind Concrete K-8 School. 
360.853.8588.
   Lyman Town Council meets the second Tue. 
of each month at Lyman Town Hall (Minkler 
Mansion), 8405 S. Main St., Lyman, at 7 p.m. 
360.826.3033 or clerk_lyman@msn.com.
   PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) Skagit County Chapter, 
meets the second Monday of each month at The 
Safe Haven Room, Central United Methodist 
Church, 1013 Polte Rd. Sedro-Woolley, from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 360.856.4676, www.pflagskagit.org.
   Saukrates Cafe meets the last Wed. of each 
month at Annie’s Pizza Station in Concrete, 
at 6 p.m. Conversation topics are posted at 
Upper Skagit Library and http://saukratescafe.
wordpress.com.
   Sedro-Woolley High School Alumni 
Association meets the third Wed. of each 
month, at 1 p.m., at the Sedro-Woolley Senior 
Center. 360.424.7243
   Sedro-Woolley Town Council meets the 
second and fourth Wed. of each month, at 7 
p.m., in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 325 
Metcalf St. 360.855.1661.
   Sedro-Woolley School District Board meets 
for a special work study session Aug. 21 at 
5:30 p.m. Its regular meeting is Aug. 26 at 7 
p.m. at the Support Services Bldg. on Cook Rd. 
360.855.3500 or kcargile@swsd.k12.wa.us.
   Upper Skagit Library District (USLD)
Board meets the third Thurs. of each month at 
5 p.m. in the library, located in the Ted Anderson 
building on Main St. in Concrete. Public is 
welcome. 360.853.7939 or info@upperskagit.
lib.wa.us.

Nick VanJaarsveld
Financial Advisor

913 Metcalf Street
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
Bus. 360-855-0239  Fax 866-816-2219
Cell 360-333-4849
nick.vanjaarsveld@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

AreA Food BAnks
Clear Lake
Community Covenant Food Bank
Next to church at 12605 Hwy 9, Clear Lake
For a referral, call Love Inc. at 360.419.7061 
between 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

Concrete
Concrete Food Bank
112 E. Main St., Concrete
Second, third, and fourth Thur. each month,
Noon–3 p.m.
360.853.8505

Darrington
Darrington Food Bank
First Baptist Church
1205 Emmens St., Darrington
First and third week each month:
Wed. and Thur., 10–noon and 1–2 p.m.
360.436.9603

Hamilton
Hamilton Community Food Bank
951 Petit St., Hamilton
Every Tue., 11–noon and 1–3 p.m.

360.826.4090

Lyman
Shepherd’s Heart Food Bank
8334 S. Main St., Lyman
Every Thur. 10:30 a.m.– 1 p.m.
Third Thur. each month till 5 p.m.

Marblemount
Bread of Life Food Bank
59850 State Route 20, Marblemount
First and third Wed. each month
11 a.m.– 5 p.m.
360.873.2504

Sedro-Woolley
Helping Hands Food Bank
601 Cook Rd., Sedro-Woolley
Wed., 10–11:45 a.m. and 12:30–4 p.m.
Commodities distributed first Wed. each month
360.856.2211

*Changes? Call 360.853.8213.

Left: Travelers who passed through Clear 
Lake in July witnessed eye-catching flags 
along Hwy. 9. Acquired by Clear Lake 
residents Linda Stakkeland and Deanna 
Ammons, the flags will be displayed on 
holidays. Shown with one of the flags are, 
from left, Julie McCulley, Seth Stakkeland, 
Linda Stakkeland, and Deanna Ammons. 
Photo by Barb Rumsey.

Right and below: Day Creek residents had 
a strong showing at the Clear Lake Triathlon 

July 13. At right, from left, Sharon Herring, 
Tara Day, Virginia Learned. Below, from left, 

Paxton Jackson, Brian Jackson, Wendy 
Ringhouse, Virginia Learned, Taven Jackson. 

Photos submitted by Virginia Learned.
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Sedro-Woolley

Dr. Dubek is accepting new patients 
of all ages, especially children.

Call for an 
appointment today!

2261 Hospital Dr., Ste. 101, 
Sedro-Woolley

(corner of Collins Rd. and Hospital Dr.)

Cascade Dental
welcomes…

Jessica Dubek, DDS
to our Family Dental Practice

Welcoming new patients

New church announces 
meetings, events
   A new church in Sedro-Woolley, The 
River Gathering,  has formed and plans a 
variety of events in August.
   Located at 720 Puget Ave., Ste. B in 
Sedro-Woolley, The River Gathering 
has weekly Bible study meetings. On 
Tuesdays, potlucks start at 6 p.m. 
   A women’s Bible study meets Thursdays 
at 6:30 p.m., with all women welcome.
   For more information on services 
or upcoming events, go to www.
therivergathering.com or find the church 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
therivergathering. Pastor Larry Weston 
can be reached at 360.853.6676.

August events
   Aug. 10, 6 p.m.: Teen Night. Look for 
food, games, and video games on the 
big screen, and instruments available for 
anyone who wants to have a jam session. 
Anyone is welcome, but activities are 
geared to the teens.

   Aug. 16, 7 p.m.: Comedy Night. 
Attendees are invited to bring their 
favorite snack. The church will provide 
popcorn and a funny Ken Davis DVD. All 
ages welcome.
   Aug. 17, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.: Holy Clothes 
will distribute free clothing to anyone in 
need.
   Aug. 30, 6 p.m.: Potluck and Game 
Night. The evening will include a 
celebration of August birthdays with a 
night of fun and fellowship. Participants 
are invited to bring a favorite finger food 
to share. All ages welcome.
   All events are free and held at The River 
Gathering church at 720 Puget Ave. Ste. B 
in Sedro-Woolley.
   For more information, contact the 
church at 360.853.6676 or go to its 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
therivergathering.

   Free summer concerts are on the agenda 
for August, following well-received 
performances in July.
   Sponsored by Sedro-Woolley Rotary 
Foundation, Janicki Industries, and 
Whidbey Island Bank, both concerts 
will begin at 6 p.m. at Riverfront Park in 
Sedro-Woolley. Here’s the line-up:
 
Aug. 11: Bullet Creek
   Bullet Creek is the Northwest’s newest 

rocking country band featuring Joe Slick 
and Duncan Shadrack.

Aug. 18: M80s
   The M80s are a rock band that will 
transport you back in time with hits 
including everything from “Just Like 
Heaven” by The Cure to “The Safety 
Dance” by Men Without Hats.

Whiton new executive 
director at Country 
Meadow Village
   Country Meadow 
Village in Sedro-
Woolley has 
announced Sandra 
Whiton as its new 
executive director.
   Whiton has worked 
in the hospital industry 
for 25 years and 
has a background 
in laboratory 
management. She is a long-time resident 
of Skagit County and enjoys coaching 
basketball; playing softball, volleyball, 

and golf; and spending time with her three 
children. She also is a patron of the arts 
and a supporter of local dance and theater.
   “We’re very excited to have Sandra on 
board as our newest executive director,” 
said Stuart Brown, chief operating officer 
of Village Concepts. “Her experience in 
the health care industry, as well as her 
enthusiasm for working with seniors, 
makes her a great fit for Country Meadow 
Village. We know she will be instrumental 
in the continued success of the company.”
   Country Meadow Village is part of 
Village Concepts LLC, a third-generation, 
family-owned business that owns and 
operates retirement and assisted living 
communities throughout Washington state.
   For more information, go to www.
villageconcepts.com or call Country 
Meadow Village at 360.856.0404.

Sedro-Woolley Lions Club
79th Loggerodeo Grand Parade 

Presents:                 
 

2013 LOGGERODEO
PARADE WINNERS

Log Trucks
1st place L. E. Hornbeck
2nd place Harkness Logging
3rd place Bob Hillier Trucking
 
Floats
1st place Sedro-Woolley 
  Museum sponsored 
  by Janicki Industries
2nd place Marysville Straw-
  berry Festival 
3rd place Skagit Muzzle 
  Loaders   

Marching Bands
Skagit Valley High School
Marching Band                          

Drill / Marching Unit
Nile Shriners
 
Equestrian
Skagit Rein Riders
 
Pooper Scooper
Skagit Rein Riders
 
Antique Car/Vehicle
Brian Hopke, 1953 Cadillac with 
1948 Trailer        

Antique Tractor/Equipment
Cascade Two Cylinder Club
 
Youth Group
Sedro-Woolley High School Cheer 
and Future Cheerleaders      

Church / Community Group
Combat Veterans International
 
Awards are available for pick up 
at the Sedro-Woolley Chamber of 
Commerce Office or by calling the 
chamber at 360.855.1841.

   Following the lead of farmers’ markets 
around the country, the Sedro-Woolley 
Farmers’ Market began accepting EBT 
(food stamps) benefits this year, enabling 
lower-income people to have greater 
access to fresh fruits and vegetables.
   At the same time, United General 
Hospital’s Community Health Outreach 
Program is working on a five-year 
Healthy Communities Initiative to 
promote healthful eating in east county 
communities with disparate rates of diet-
related diseases such as cancer, diabetes, 
and heart disease.
   A key to preventing and reducing these 
diseases is to eat healthful foods, as 
defined by a balanced diet of vegetables, 

fruits, whole grains, low-fat dairy 
products, and protein, such as lean meats 
and legumes.
   According to Marjorie Bell, program 
planner for the Community Health 
Outreach Programs, “Our department 
conducted 165 east county community 
interviews in 2012 to measure attitudes, 
beliefs, and practices related to purchasing 
and eating healthful foods such as fresh 
fruits and vegetables.
   “What we found over and over again 
was the perception that healthful foods 
are too expensive. Fifty-one percent of 
survey respondents indicated that the 
reason they don’t eat more healthful food 
is that it’s ‘too expensive,’ and 71 percent 

Targeted. Five thousand copies 
circulate through Whatcom, Skagit, and 
Snohomish Counties every month,  
reaching an untapped market of readers, 
many of whom say they read only  
Concrete Herald. 

Smart. Concrete Herald keeps your 
ad in front of readers’ eyes for three to 
four weeks per placement. 

Flexible. A variety of options ac-
commodate your goals and budget. Ad 
design services also are available.

“Our ads in Concrete 
Herald help us reach 

out to the community 
with health information 

and hospital news. I 
know it works, because 

I get calls and e-mails 
from Concrete Herald 

readers.”

~ Valerie Stafford 
communications director
United General Hospital,  

Sedro-Woolley

reported that making healthful food more 
affordable would make it easier for them 
to eat a higher quality diet.”
   In an effort to increase access to 
healthful foods in the east county, Bell and 
Sedro-Woolley Farmers’ Market manager 
Jeremy Kindlund have joined forces to 
pilot a “Double Up EBT Dollars” program 
at the Farmers’ Market this season. With 
$1,000 in seed money from the ConAgra 
Foods Foundation, United General 
Hospital will match EBT purchases dollar 
for dollar, with a $10-per-customer-per-
market limit, while funds last.
   “We’re hoping that folks will hear about 
this opportunity. It’s a wonderful way to 
make fresh, local produce more affordable 
while supporting our local farmers,” 
said Bell. “The bottom line is we want 
all residents to have the same access to 
healthful food, regardless of their income. 
Healthy kids are better learners, healthy 
adults are more productive workers, 
and healthy communities contribute to a 
strong economy.”
   The Sedro-Woolley Farmers’ Market is 
held every Wednesday from 3 to 7 p.m. 
through Oct. 16, at Hammer Heritage 
Square in downtown Sedro-Woolley.
   For more information about Double Up 
EBT Dollars, contact Jeremy Kindlund at 
sedrowoolleyfarmersmarket@gmail.com.
   For information about the Healthy 
Communities Initiative, e-mail Marjorie 
Bell at marjorie.bell@unitedgeneral.org.

—Submitted by United General Hospital
Community Health Outreach Programs

The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley

Read

United General, Farmers’ 
Market offering “Double Up 
EBT Dollars” program

Free clothing 
distribution 
planned
   Holy Clothes will distribute free 
clothing to anyone in need on Sat., 
Aug. 17 at The River Gathering 
church, located at 720 Puget Ave., 
Ste. B in Sedro-Woolley, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.
   The effort needs children’s clothing 
in all sizes; donations are greatly 
appreciated.
   To make donation arrangements, 
contact Stacey Rohweder at 
360.661.7538.

Free summer concerts at Riverfront Park

Whiton

Concerned citizens study maps and mark their favorite forest roads during a Forest Roads 
Public Meeting hosted by Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest staff members July 9. Held at 
the Mt. Baker District office in Sedro-Woolley, the meeting gave attendees a chance to weigh in 
on what forest roads are important to them and why. The meetings are a first step in the district’s 
attempts to deal with precipitous drops in its budgets since 2008. Guided by mandates in the 
2005 Travel Management Rule, each national forest in the U.S. must identify a road system by 
2015 within budget for safe travel, use, administration, and resource protection. (See story, p. 4.)

Our area businesses bring you Concrete Herald
each month.  Please suppor t them!

The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley

Read
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Day Creek
Community notes
   A community potluck is planned Aug. 
18, following the service at Day Creek 
Chapel. The event should get started 
around noon at the Morgan picnic spot 
on Aten Rd. The church will provide 
some meat to barbecue; congregation will 
provide the side dishes. Bring your own 
chairs and blankets. For more information, 
call Day Creek Chapel at 360.840.2576.
   Day Creek Chapel needs new paint 
this summer and a new roof within 
the next two years. The goal is to raise 
approximately $20,000 to accomplish 
both projects with a donated, beginning 
balance of $1,000.
   A metal scrap drive kicked off the 
fundraising effort in July. Look for a 
container from Skagit Steel parked on the 
Chapel grounds. Gather up scrap to drop 
off or call Pastor Travis for pick-up at 
360.661.4533.
   To make a monetary donation, mail cash 
or check to:
   Day Creek Chapel 
   31438 S. Skagit Hwy.
   Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
   Women Hand in Hand will host 
speaker and singer Kathy Troccoli in 
November. Anyone who’d like to help 
with fundraising for the event should 
call 360.391.1709. Anyone interested 
in becoming a Women Hand in Hand 
volunteer may call 360.826.3067.
   Interested in becoming a Women Hand 
in Hand worker? Call 360.826.3067. 
Interested in helping with fundraising 
for the Kathy Troccoli event? Call 
360.391.1709.
   A fundraising food booth is planned 
for the Praise in the Pasture event at 

Lyman Baptist Church Aug. 17, as well 
as The Jack Sims Ride at Harry Osborne 
Trail Sept. 21. To get involved, call 
360.391.1709.
   Any women’s ministry group that wants 
to be involved with Women Hand in 
Hand is encouraged to contact any one of 
the following:
   Sylvia Miles  360.826.3696
   Sharon Herring  360.661.5037
   Bonnie Lintz  360.856.1385
   Sue Walden  360.826.3944
   Kathy Henderson 360.826.3581
   Donna Pulver and Kathy Henderson, 
co-directors of Kingdom Builders, are 
back on the road. Along with traveling the 
roads of Day Creek, meeting community 
members, and gathering information, 
they will be available to the community 
for hospital visits and crisis calls. Call 
when you are in need: 360.826.3003, 
360.826.3581, or 360.826.3822. Pulver 
and Henderson welcome J. Rae Fowler to 
the Kingdom Builders effort.
Garden dirt
• Water your berries regularly during 

these warm days. As the raspberries 
finish bearing, they should be cut 
down or trimmed of all the old canes.

• Wisteria should have been trimmed in 
July. If you did not do so, do it now.

• In August, powdery mildew is a 
common problem. Soil quality should 
be the first thing to check. Soil that is 
too dry causes plants’ leaves to wilt 
and become susceptible. A garlic and 
insecticidal soap solution will help to 
control powdery mildew to a degree.

• Cut flowers for dry arrangements; 
hang them upside down in a dark, dry 
room.

• Heat and dry weather make August a 
nearly impossible month for planting. 
Instead, spend time deadheading and 
weeding.

• Keep watering!
   Day Creek Book Club meets at Cedar 
Springs Lodge on Barben Rd. For more 
information, call 360.661.0247.
   We are looking for ideas for the 
community—fun events and fundraisers 
to support the fire hall and get to know the 
neighbors. If you have an idea, call Donna 
Pulver 360.826.3003 or Kathy Henderson 
at 360.826.3581.
   Got news? Pass it to me!

—Kathy Henderson

2013 Community
Potluck dates

August 20, 6:30 p.m.
September 17, 6:30 p.m.
October 15, 6:30 p.m.
November 19, 6:30 p.m.
December 17, 6:30 p.m.

Council summary
   The Lyman Town Council held a regular 
monthly meeting on July 9. Following is a 
summary of that meeting.

July 9 regular council meeting
• Mayor Heinzman explained to 

council that the Heritage Capital 
Projects Fund Grant may be extended 
for reappropriation until 2015. She 
signed the amendment and we are 
waiting for confirmation. The Water 
System Plan has been submitted to 
DOH.

• Council passed an amendment to 
Resolution 2013–3.

• Mayor Heinzman spoke to Chris 
Stormont, who stated he will be 
able to look at the project on Meyer 
St., dig it up, and fix the water 
line. Stormont also will look at the 
Pipeline Rd. project and determine 
whether he is able to do that too.

Lyman Hamilton
School Reunion

Sat., Aug. 10, noon potluck
Lyman City Park

Questions? Call: 360.826.3160,
360.708.4854 or 360.695.9848

Ralph Morgan (left) and Art Granstrom, shown in this 2012 photo, were honored at the Day 
Creek Reunion June 29 as they both celebrated their 98th birthdays in June! The reunion drew 80 
guests and was hosted by Day Creek historian Deanna Ammons. Photo by Barb Rumsey.

Lyman Library tales
By Elaine Kohler

   I hope everyone is enjoying the summer; 
I know I am. I’ve seen more young folks 
coming to the library. There is a good 
choice in children and teen books now, 
thanks to the Heart to Heart Charity.
   I am looking at starting another activity 
at the library. Do you quilt? I started 
about two years ago, and am pretty much 
hooked on it. Unfortunately there is 
one part that frustrates me very much: 

layering. I do not have enough room to 
do it at home for anything bigger than 
a child’s quilt. So I checked with Town 
Hall, and it is OK with our town officials 
if quilters use the big tables for this chore 
on the days the library is open. It’s much 
easier that way, and if you need help, I am 
more that glad to assist. It would be fun, 
too, to meet other quilters and share tips 
and quilts. The hours are Wednesday and 
Saturday from noon to 3 p.m. Just gather 
up your quilts and come on in. There are 
lots of tables available.

Heart to Heart Charity 
School Supply Drive
   Heart to Heart Charity is holding a School Supply 
Drive through Aug. 17. Sought-after donations for 
all grades include backpacks, school supplies, hand 
sanitizer, large boxes of tissue, boxes of snacks 
such as goldfish and graham crackers, pencil bags, 
scissors, and more.
   Donated items can be dropped off at Lyman 
Town Hall, 8405 S. Main St., during regular 
business hours or at 720 Puget Ave., Ste. B, Sedro-
Woolley, during office hours.
   Cash donations also are needed to purchase 
supplies. Monetary donations can be sent to 
Heart to Heart Charity, P.O. Box 1372, Lyman, 
WA 98263. PayPal donations may be sent to 
hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com.
   The charity’s Adopt A Student program is 
returning for a second year. Volunteers may 
“adopt” children from families that need 
assistance with buying school supplies. A list of 
available Adopt A Student children is at www.
facebook.com/hearttoheartcharity.
   Families can nominate their children for 
the Adopt A Student program online at www.
therivergathering.com/adopt-a-student. 
Nominations are due no later than July 8.
   For more information, call 360.826.3818 or send 
an e-mail to hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com.

—Tammie Werner

Praise in the 
Pasture returns 
Aug. 17
   Lyman Church again will host its family-
friendly event, Praise in the Pasture, on 
Aug. 17 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., in the 
pasture area behind the church, located at 
31441 W. Main St., Lyman.
   The free event will have a new twist 
this year, doubling as a “Back to School 
Blessing” event, with free backpacks and 
school supplies for children.
   Praise in the Pasture will offer a dunk 
tank, a bouncy house, and volleyball. 
Live music will be provided by numerous 
acts, including Rohan, Closer to Home, 
Sanctified, 2nd Mile Ministries, and 
Thrice Beckoned.
   For more information about this event, 
call 360.420.2345.
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Cars lined S. Main St. in Lyman July 13 during the 13th annual Lyman Car & Craft Show. A 
summertime favorite for car enthusiasts all over Washington, the event is a fundraiser for Lyman 
Cemetery and City Park. Photo by Denise DuVarney.

Collecting for homeless 
bags and shower kits
   Heart to Heart Charity is collecting 
items for homeless bags and shower 
kits. Nonperishable, easy-to-eat foods 
are needed, as well as travel/trial size 
containers of toiletries.
   Homeless bags and shower kits are 
available by contacting the charity or East 
County Resource Center in Concrete.
   Anyone wishing to support this effort 
can donate items or money. Cash and 
checks payable to Heart To Heart 
Charity can be mailed to P.O. Box 1372, 

Lyman, WA 98263 or via paypal using 
hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com.
   For more information, send an e-mail or 
call 360.826.3818.
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July in pictures

Above: Wearing costumes colorful and sometimes a little crazy, members of the New Old Time Chautauqua 
vaudeville circus paraded through Concrete Town Center July 31 before performing at Concrete Theatre.
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Above: The Sedro-Woolley High School Alumni Association 2013 All Class Picnic filled Riverfront 
Park in Sedro-Woolley with food and fun July 13. Among the attendees this year was 99-year-old 
alumnus Joe Nemo, who was the most senior attendee at the picnic and was granted the honor 
of going first in the food line. Nemo will turn 100 in September. Photo by Judy Johnson.

Above: Josiah Rider, 6, impersonates a 
dinosaur during a game with “Scramble,” a 
clown with the New Old Time Chautauqua 
traveling vaudeville circus July 31. The circus 
came to town in support of Upper Valley radio 
station KSVU and presented a two-hour show 
that night at Concrete Theatre to raise funds 
for the community-support station.

Above: Maia Mencucci, 9, of Oso, 
practices her juggling skills during a 
July 31 workshop held at Concrete 
Center. In addition to juggling, the 
workshop, hosted by members of the 
New Old Time Chautauqua circus, 
offered classes in hula hoop, ukulele, 
clowning, mime, and mask-making. 
Behind Mencucci is Chautauqua 
member Max Gillen.

Right: A young skateboarder 
keeps his cool while competing in 
the skateboard competition during 

Concrete Youth Activity Day July 18. 
Photo by Denise DuVarney.

Right: Among the 
more than 100 

planes that landed 
in Concrete for the 

North Cascade 
Vintage Aero 

Weekend July 19–21 
was this twin-engine 

Lockheed Electra, 
a “sister” to Amelia 
Earhart’s airplane. 
Photo by Hannah 

Kononen.

Below right: Albert’s Red Apple Market 
provided a colorful entry in the July 4 Parade in 

Concrete Town Center.
Below: Concrete Mayor Judd Wilson places 

hamburger patties and other meats on the grill 
in preparation for the now-traditional barbecue 

following the July 4 Parade in Concrete.

Right: Jim Parker from 
Concrete talks with a 

PSE guide during a July 
20 tour of the utility’s 

newly completed 
projects within its Baker 

River Hydroelectric 
complex. PSE’s 

new power house 
and floating surface 

collector were front and 
center that day. Photo 
by Denise DuVarney.

Left: Three nutty 
young women 
provided comic 
relief for attendees 
of PSE’s Baker 
River Hydroelectric 
Project July 20. 
From left, Kayla 
Anderson, Alyssa 
Wahlgren, and 
Krista Wahlgren.
Photo by Denise 
DuVarney.

The July 26 Concrete Community Movie Night featured “The Hunger Games” and drew 
friends Mackenzie Faith, Kaylynne Nyberg, Billie Lewis-Labrec, and Jeremy Legg.

Above: John Boggs (on ladder) and Bill Sullivan 
continued work on restoring and painting the 
Cascade Supply facade in July. The building is 
likely the last one Boggs will undertake to paint, 
after painting most of the rest of the buildings 
that line the south side of Concrete Town 
Center. Boggs ran with the project, which some 
are calling “Paint the Town,” after the idea came 
up during a Coffee Talk meeting in early 2012.

Right: Nalaiah Kraft, 5, of Hamilton, examines 
her placement of pink hair on a mask she was 
building during a workshop held by members 
of the New Old Time Chautauqua circus at 
Concrete Center July 31.

Below: Colin Davis, Jacey West, and Josh 
Weigan cross the finish line in first place during 
the Buddy Buddy Fun Run/Walk in Darrington 
July 13. Proceeds from the event topped $2,000 
and were donated to Seattle Children’s Hospital 
in Memory of Seth Cook. Photo by Marla 
Skaglund.

Above: Justin Fagan, 8, of Concrete, carefully 
applies glue to a mask during a mask-building 
workshop taught by members of the New Old 
Time Chautauqua at Concrete Center July 31.
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Council summary
   The Hamilton Town Council held a 
regular meeting June 11. Following is a 
summary of that meeting.

• Dan Nickel introduced himself, 
Lisa Greater, and Betsy Stevenson. 
Dan Nickel addressed the council 
regarding the Shorelines Master 
Program. He presented a working 
draft for Ecology Preliminary 
Review Substitute Tables and 
Code Provisions for Hamilton. He 
explained that the process started in 
2010. It is funded by the Department 
of Ecology. It is mandated by the state 
that each jurisdiction with shoreline 
water bodies have a Shorelines 
Master Program in place and keep it 
updated. 
   Changes to the program and the 
Use and Modifications Matrix for 
Hamilton and the shorelines map of 
Hamilton were discussed. Hamilton’s 
program would be an appendix to the 
county’s program. The Shorelines 
Master Program draft is on Skagit 
County’s Web site for viewing and 
comments. 
   Nickel stated Hamilton needs to 
decide whether to adopt prior to the 
county or wait until the county goes 
through its adoption process. Nickel 
stated the Critical Areas Ordinance 
needs to be included in the Shorelines 
Master Program and suggested it be 
adopted by record.

• Mayor Cromley asked the council 
if there was any discussion on 
Ordinance No. 303, repealing 
Ordinance 241 and Ordinance 
No. 253, dissolving the Hamilton 
Public Development Authority and 
eliminating the charter and bylaws, 
therefore terminating the Board of 
Directors. An audience member asked 
why the PDA was being dissolved. 
Mayor Cromley said that it was 
requested by the State Auditor’s 
Office and that there remains only 
94 cents left in PDA funds. Council 
voted to accept Ordinance No. 303 
and dissolve the Hamilton PDA.

• Council voted to approve Mayor 
Cromley signing the Interlocal 
Agreement between Skagit County 
EMS Commission and the Town of 

Hamilton. This agreement will allow 
the EMS Commission to reimburse 
Town of Hamilton for medical 
emergency supplies for 2013 in the 
amount of $2,561.69.

• Water Dept.:
Cas Hancock reported we still had 
some water loss from the problem 
with the mitigation tank overflow, 
which was repaired in May. The 
problem has been resolved and 
working perfectly. The mitigation 
system needs to be tested once a year 
and will be tested in August. 
   During May the town used water 
to go into the mitigation tank for the 
fish. Starting in May, one gallon per 
minute for every 10,000 gallons of 
water used through the system was 
pumped into the mitigation tank. This 
was included in the water report. The 
loss total is 12 percent for May.

• Fire Dept.:
Council Betlam addressed the 
council as a member of the Hamilton 
Volunteer Fire Department with a 
problem involving the Hamilton 
Food Bank. Patrons of the food bank 
were parking in front of the fire hall 
and blocking the exit for emergency 
vehicles. An incident occurred where 
fire dept. volunteers were not able 
to park their vehicles and get the 
emergency vehicles out. She asked 
for any suggestions or solutions. 
   Pastor Ron stated that they only 
allow one handicapped volunteer to 
park in the fire hall area; all other 
food bank volunteers park in the 
grass lot owned by Janicki Industries, 
leaving the parking lot for the fire 
dept. He suggested that Janicki 
Industries be contacted and asked if 
the food bank could use the back area 
for client and volunteer parking. 
   Matt Coker with the fire dept.
stated there were six to eight vehicles 
parked in the lot—not unloading at 
the dock—when he responded to an 
emergency and was not able to park 
and pull out the emergency vehicle. 
He stressed the need to keep this area 
open. 
   Assistant Fire Chief Scott Bates 
reminded the council it is illegal 
to park in front of an emergency 
building. It was suggested that “no 
parking” signs be set up.

Lyman Hamilton School Reunion
Sat., Aug. 10, noon potluck

Lyman City Park
Questions?

Call 360.826.3160, 360.708.4854, or 360.695. 9848.

1008 Third St. Office: 360-855-1288
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 Fax: 360-855-1868
www.lemleychapel.com Email: info@lemleychapel.com
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   More than 300 archers from all over 
the world descended on Darrington from 
July 24–28 for the 2013 National Field 
Archery Association Outdoor National 
Championship.
   The event, which is held every three 
years, played out at the Darrington 
Archery Range, a 20-acre spread behind 
Darrington High School. Competition 
began at 8 a.m. each day, with archers 
usually off the range by 4 p.m.
   Darrington’s archery range is the only 
permanent world-class archery range in 
the U.S. and boasts the only handicap-
accessible range. Darrington Archery 
consists of five ranges with 28 targets 
each. Ranges or target butts are sponsored 
by individual archers, archery clubs, and 
even local community members.
   Archers came from as far away as 
Australia and Hawaii. The youngest 
shooter was 5; the oldest was more than 
80 and carried an oxygen tank with him 
on the courses. The archers camped 
on site and paired up each day to walk 
into the woods or open areas and tackle 
the courses. Respectful of each other’s 
concentration, the courses are generally 
quiet, with archers talking in hushed tones, 
much like a golf tournament. Most courses 
included flat (2-D) targets, although 3-D 

shooting was included in the event.
   The Darrington Archery Association 
(DAA) was started in 1980 by a 
handful of local residents headed by 
Marv Kastning. Kastning, a teacher, 
had a dream to bring an archery range 
to Darrington. After much paperwork 
and legwork, he acquired property and 
obtained contracts, and ranges were built.
   In the summer of 1982, Darrington 
hosted its first national tournament, and 
has hosted many tournaments since 
then, including World Archery and many 
Washington State tournaments.
   Darrington Archery Club hosted the 
event. Its current officers are Dennis 
Vincent, president; Dave Nations, vice 
president; Candy Vincent, secretary; and 
Mary Nations, treasurer.
   Candy Vincent was pleased with this 
year’s tournament success. “It rocked. It 
rocked. I’ve heard nothing but praise,” she 
said.
   The range is open to the public for year-
round shooting, said Vincent. “Anyone 
can go up to the range and shoot anytime. 
Just park your car and walk in.”
   Vincent said that the club intends to 
apply to host the World Outdoor Nationals 
in 2017.

—Marla Skaglund, J. K. M.

Darrington draws archers 
worldwide for national field 
archery competition

Camryn Coloma, of Lynnwood, demonstrates strong form on July 28, during the Outdoor 
Nationals in Darrington. At 9 years old, Coloma was one of the youngest archers competing at 
the tournament, which drew professionals and amateurs from all over the world.

With arrow drawn, an archer concentrates on a target during the Outdoor Nationals archery 
tournament in Darrington July 27. The tournament ran from July 24–28.

Find more Darrington news
on p. 25!

Hopeful cooks wait for their creations to be tasted and judged Aug. 3 at the Skagit County 
first annual Firefighter Chili Cookoff at Hamilton City Park. Organizer Scott Bates reported the 
event a success and said $385 was raised for the Hamilton Children’s Fund. The event was 
sponsored by the Hamilton Fire Dept. and the Hamilton Store & Cafe. Photo by Pam Ford.
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Darrington
Pioneering Today
Harvesting basil
By Melissa K. Norris

   One of my favorite things about summer 
is not only cooking with fresh vegetables 
from the garden, but getting to use fresh 
herbs.
   Some herbs can be wintered over indoors, 
but basil isn’t one that typically does well 
inside over winter. Of all the herbs we grow, 
basil is probably my favorite. I use it fresh 
on pizzas, in salads, and in soups.
   Most herbs are best harvested in the 
morning, as the concentration of their oils 
is strongest. But basil is actually better 
harvested a bit later in the day, after the dew 
has fully evaporated off the leaves.
   If you want to dry the basil to use during 
the winter months, simply tie the stems 
together and hang upside down in a dry, 
well-ventilated area, out of direct sunlight. 
Many people use their garage, barn, or a 
covered porch. Once dry, crumble leaves 
into an airtight container and store in a cool, 
dark cupboard.
   Another option is to make pesto. Pesto is 
wonderful as a sauce on pizzas, in lasagna, 
spaghetti, or soups, or spread on bread. It’s 
also easy to make and freezes wonderfully.

Pioneering Today pesto recipe 
   2 cups fresh basil leaves, packed tightly
   1/4 to 1/2 cup olive oil
   3 cloves garlic
   Salt to flavor
   Using a food processor, pulse fresh 
basil leaves. Add garlic and pulse till 
incorporated. Salt to flavor and slowly 
drizzle in olive oil until desired consistency.
   If freezing, place in a zipper-lock bag flat 
on the counter. Spread evenly to about a 1/4 
to 1/2 inch thick. You want it thin enough to 
let you break off pieces when frozen.
   Another option is to freeze it in ice cube 
trays or muffin tins, but then you’ll have to 
pop them out and repackage.
   If using fresh, add half a cup of grated 
parmesan or Romano cheese. When using 
frozen pesto, thaw and add grated cheese. 
You can also use pine nuts.

Melissa K. Norris is a Christian fiction 
novelist who lives in Rockport. Find her 
online at www.melissaknorris.com.

Briefly ...
   The annual Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe 
Powwow, “Celebration of Generations,” 
will be held at the reservation from Aug. 
16–18. For more information, go to www.
sauk-suiattle.com.
   The next Darrington Merchants Day 
is Sat., Sept. 7, at Mountain Loop Books 
& Coffee. For more information, contact 

Tony Gobroski at 360.630.7673 or 
tgobroski@hotmail.com.
   Basketball games are scheduled for 
adults every Sunday at 6 p.m., at the 
Community Center gym, 570 Sauk 
Ave., Darrington. You must be at least a 
freshman in high school to participate. Bring 
$1 per player to cover the facility’s rental 
fee of $10 per hour (minimum two hours).

—Marla Skaglund

Read all about the archery tournament!
See page 23!

   On July 31, efforts to preserve and 
protect Green Mountain Lookout near 
Darrington got a boost, with news that the 
House Committee on Natural Resources 
approved the Green Mountain Lookout 
Heritage Protection Act.
   The bill—H. R. 908—includes the 
stipulation that “The Secretary of 
Agriculture, acting through the Chief 
of the Forest Service, may not move 
Green Mountain Lookout from its current 
location on Green Mountain in the Mount 
Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest unless 
the Secretary determines that moving 
Green Mountain Lookout is necessary 
to preserve the Lookout or to ensure the 
safety of individuals on or around Green 
Mountain.”
   The bill also makes the new amend-
ments to it retroactive, “as if included in 
the enactment of the Washington State 
Wilderness Act of 1984.”
   The Green Mountain Lookout is located 
in the western portion of the 573,000-acre 
Glacier Peak Wilderness near Darrington. 
It was built in 1933 by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps as a fire lookout and 
served during World War II as a post from 
which to spot airplanes.
   In 2012, Montana-based Wilderness 
Watch, a radical environmental 
organization, brought a lawsuit against the 
federal government, charging that the U.S. 
Forest Service violated the Wilderness Act 
of 1984 by renovating the lookout. The 
Forest Service has been ordered by a U.S. 
District Court to remove the lookout and 
has scrambled to find a way to save it.
   Rep. Rick Larsen introduced the first 
version of the bill last year, and joined 

Rep. Suzan DelBene and senators Patty 
Murray and Maria Cantwell to reintroduce 
the bill this year.
   “We are one big step closer to protecting 
the Green Mountain Lookout,” Larsen 
said in a July 31 press release after the 
House Committee’s decision. “The 
Green Mountain Lookout belongs in one 
place: on Green Mountain. I appreciate 
Chairman (Doc) Hastings’ efforts to move 
this bill forward and I look forward to 
working with Rep. DelBene to pass this 
bill through the House soon.”
   A Senate subcommittee considered the 
companion bill earlier on July 30.
   Congresswoman DelBene was similarly 
enthusiastic about the bill’s approval.
   “I’m extremely pleased by today’s 
action by the House Committee on 
Natural Resources to approve the Green 
Mountain Lookout Heritage Protection 
Act. I want to thank the committee 
members, and Congressman Hastings in 
particular, for their support of preserving 
this special and cherished structure.
   “The Green Mountain Lookout is an 
important, historic and unique part of 
the Pacific Northwest and is a popular 
destination for hikers in the Glacier Peak 
Wilderness. With today’s committee vote, 
Congress is one step closer to protecting 
this iconic landmark. I look forward to 
working with my colleagues to bring the 
legislation before the full House.”
   Sen. Patty Murray has called the lookout 
a “cherished site” and “an important part 
of our state’s history.”
   Only six lookouts remain inside 
wilderness and national park boundaries 
in the North Cascades.

Mount Vernon 
students build nest 
boxes for wood 
ducks and brown 
bats at Howard Miller
   Students from Mount Vernon High 
School’s GEAR UP Summer Academy 
worked with the Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group and Washington 
Conservation Corps to build and install 
nesting boxes for wood ducks and 
roosting boxes for bats at Howard Miller 
Steelhead Park in Rockport.
   Led by a Washington Conservation 
Corps crew on July 25, 48 students 
built 12 duck boxes and 12 bat boxes 
with materials provided by Puget Sound 
Energy. The students installed their boxes 
on Aug. 1, adjacent to salmon habitat 
restoration done by SFEG at the park.
   Additional boxes will be installed in the 
Sedro-Woolley area at two salmon habitat 
restoration sites that are being restored 
with funding from Puget Sound Energy’s 
Baker River Project relicensing.  
   Salmon habitat restoration projects in 
wooded wetlands benefit many species in 
addition to salmon; wood ducks nest in 
tree cavities near water where ducklings 
can hop out of the nest box and land 
softly in water. When tree cavities are not 
available, wood ducks will use man-made 
nest boxes. Bats, which are beneficial for 
their insect-eating capabilities, also roost 
in tree cavities. They will use manmade 
structures when designed and installed 
properly.
   SFEG is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to engaging the community in 
restoring wild salmon populations for 
future generations.

—Sue Madsen, restoration ecologist
Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group

Summer Meltdown 
Festival returns
   The Summer Meltdown Festival is 
back, with Blake Lewis as host. The 13th 
annual festival will be held Aug. 8–11 at 
the Whitehorse Mountain Amphitheater, 
42501 SR 530 NE, Darrington.
   Lewis, the singer/songwriter/producer 
of American Idol fame, performed for 
the First Lady and has opened for Lady 
Gaga, Katy Perry, and Wyclef Jean. Blake 
Shelton got his start in 2005 at the old 
Sedro-Woolley Meltdown.
   Nicknamed “The Biggest Little 
Festival in The Northwest,” the Summer 
Meltdown music festival is designed 

for all ages. Music is presented on three 
different stages.
   Bands taking the stage include The True 
Spokes, Dumpstaphunk, Minus The Bear, 
The Cave Singers, Lotus, Xavier Rudd, 
and 43 other musical acts performing 
during the four-day celebration.
   Childrens’ activities include hula-hoops, 
play-dough, sand, bubbles, face-painting, 
dress-up, derby car races, and a lemonade 
stand.
   This year’s Summer Meltdown will 
continue its tradition of food bank support 
with a Food Lifeline Virtual Food Drive.
   For more information, go to www.
summermeltdown.com.

—Marla Skaglund
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Green Mountain Lookout “one 
step closer” to protection

Students from Mount Vernon High School’s GEAR UP Summer Academy worked with the 
Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group and Washington Conservation Corps to build and install 
nesting boxes for wood ducks and roosting boxes for bats at Howard Miller Steelhead Park in 
Rockport Aug. 1. Photos submitted by Sue Madsen.
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Marblemount
Marblemount’s 
first Community 
Market a winner
   Sunday, July 28 saw nine Upper Valley 
vendors swamped by more than 200 
visitors and shoppers at the opening day 
of the Marblemount Community Market. 
Held outdoors on the grounds of the 
Community Hall, tents, canopies, and 
colorful flags welcomed all who stopped 
in to see what the commotion was about.
   The culmination of many years of 
“wishing” for such an event, volunteers 
and vendors from Newhalem, 
Marblemount, Rockport, and Concrete 
finally made it happen and enjoyed 
greeting friends and neighbors, as well 
as many travelers having come from the 
park, area campgrounds, or over the pass.
   A variety of items were offered, 
including fresh organic produce, 
handmade arts and crafts, local nature 
photography, nursery plants, cut flowers, 
and a bake sale that sold out within two 
hours. In addition, Marblemount’s own 
band, Jumbled Pie, played music to the 
delight of the audience.
   The Community Market, held on the 
last Sunday afternoon of each summer 
month from noon to 4 p.m., welcomes 
applications from vendors, musicians, 
and/or helpers. Interested persons should 
go to www.marblemountcommunityhall.
org and click on “events” to download 
the form or call Christie Fairchild at 
360.853.8388 and leave a message.

—Christie Fairchild

Washington State Parks 
bans campfires in all 
state parks
   Washington State Parks announced July 
31 that campfires in all state parks will 
be prohibited until further notice to help 
prevent human-caused wildfires during 
the hot, dry season on both sides of the 
Cascade Mountains.
   Campers will be allowed to use devices 
that allow for control of combustion, 
including propane and liquid gas stoves 
appropriate for camping and backcountry 
use, propane barbecue devices that do 
not use solid briquettes, propane or 
pressurized white gas warming devices 
that have a shield or base, and solid fuel 
citronella or other candles in a metal 
bucket or glass container.
   In prescribing the ban on campfires, 
Washington State Parks is following 
the lead of the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), which notified the 
public July 30 of a ban on all outdoor 
burning on lands protected by DNR. 
   DNR has said that significant demands 
are being placed upon fire suppression 
resources. Most wildfires are caused by 
human activities, including carelessly 
tended outdoor fires.

Newhalem

North Cascades National 
Park fires burned in July
   North Cascades National Park Complex 
had two fires reported from thunderstorms 
on July 17.
   The Sourdough Chute fire, estimated 
at half an acre, was located on the south 
side of Sourdough Mountain, below the 
lookout. On July 23 and 25, a helicopter 
dropped water on the fire to suppress it.
   The Arctic Dan fire, from the same 
thunderstorm, became more active 
because of lower humidity and higher 
temperatures. It was located on the south 
side of the Arctic Creek Drainage, west 
of Ross Lake. Smoke was visible from 
Hozomeen, Ross Lake, and SR 20. Aerial 
reconnaissance on July 25 indicated that 
the fire had grown to cover approximately 
15 to 30 acres.
   These wilderness fires will continue 
to be managed by National Park Service 
staff. North Cascades National Park 
had no closures in effect as of July 26, 
although smoke will be noticeable from 
these fires. As temperatures continue to 
warm up and humidity drops, the National 
Park Service encourages Upper Valley 
residents and visitors to be aware of local 
burning bans and campfire restrictions.

—Compiled from releases

   Seeking to gather input from the 
people who live along the Cascade Loop 
Highway route, The Cascade Loop 
Association arrived in Grasmere July 25 
for a public workshop at Annie’s Pizza 
Station.
   The workshop was one of a series in 
Skagit County, designed as an opportunity 
for stakeholders such as residents and 
business owners to review and comment 
on the association’s progress toward 
creating a Corridor Management Plan 
(CMP), an effort already a year in the 
making.
   The CMP is intended to develop 
strategies for enhancing visitors’ 
experiences and tourism opportunities 
along the Loop, while also preserving 
the region’s unique resources, which 

contribute to the quality of life enjoyed by 
residents from the communities along the 
scenic byway.
   The July 25 workshop gleaned new 
ideas and feedback from 14 attendees. 
Annette Pitts, director of the Cascade 
Loop Scenic Highway, and Mandi 
Roberts, a principal with Kirkland-based 
Otak, a design firm working on the CMP, 
asked about the special places in the 
Upper Valley. “We need to reflect those, 
list them, map them,” said Pitts.
   Development of the CMP carries with 
it economic development, promotional, 
and marketing aspects, said Roberts. “If 
we have the CMP, we can apply for a 
National Scenic Byway designation, [such 
as that held by Stevens Pass.”

—J. K. M.

Mandi Roberts, of Kirkland-based design firm Otak, speaks during a July 25 meeting 
at Annie’s Pizza Station in Concrete. Roberts’ firm is collaborating with the Cascade Loop 
Association to develop a Corridor Management Plan for the popular highway.

Diablo Lake Boat Tour

Wildlife

Hiking

Natural beauty
Dining

To learn more about what awaits you in the magical North Cascades, 
visit www.skagittours.com 
or call 360-854-2589. 

Explore the beauty, adventure, learning and fun  
in the North Cascades.

Take a  
Skagit Tour  
or explore  
on your own.

Experience  
the North  
Cascades

Photo credits: Rick Allen, David Astudillo, John Harter, Elizabeth Penhollow & NEllen Regier

North Cascades Institute 
Connecting people, nature and community 
through education since1986.  
www.ncascades.org or 360-854-2589

North Cascades National Park
Enjoy summer learning and  
recreation.www.nps.gov/noca 
or 360-854-7200

Skagit Tours

Artist in Residence 
program in full swing
   North Cascades National Park’s Artist 
in Residence (AIR) Program celebrates 
“artists as residents” throughout this 
summer and fall.
   Local artists and community members 
are showcasing their inspirations from 
the North Cascades to recognize the tenth 
anniversary of the program, along with 
key designations of the 45th Anniversary 
of North Cascades as a National Park 
and the 25th year of the Stephen Mather 
Wilderness, which comprises more than 
94 percent of the park.
   This year’s artists are:
• Don Smith, a local retired graphic 

artist who is enjoying plein air 
watercolors and time highlighting 
his craft. He painted and exhibited 

at both ends of the watershed for the 
Skagit Watershed Letterbox Kick off 
June 29 and 30.

• Sasa Bella is a local woodcarver who 
is leading sessions at the Kid’s Café 
Lunch and Literacy in Marblemount 
and Concrete. She also hopes to 
support the local exhibitions with 
interactive art for kids both there and 
for Junior Ranger programs.

• Ethan Welty has just arrived from 
his climbs and travels, and seeks to 
integrate art and science (geology) 
in his photography. Ethan will seek 
visitors’ favorite places in the North 
Cascades to photograph during his 
summer trips.

   This year the park and cooperating 
local communities host traveling exhibits, 
workshops, and community recognition of 
North Cascades’ art.

—Submitted by NCNP

Cascade Loop Association drives 
Corridor Management Plan

Darrington IGA

d.iga@frontier.com

“Hometown Proud”

360.436.01411090 Seeman St. • Darrington
Mon. - Sat.: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Sun. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Locally  
owned by people 

you can trust!

Randy Ashe, Kevin and Sheila Ashe, owners.

The first Marblemount Community Market was a rousing success, with more than 200 visitors 
descending on nine local vendors displaying their wares.
Top left: Vija Vezis, 4, from Marblemount shows her artistic side, guided by local artist Sasa 
Bella.
Left: Aven Camiccia, 2, from Rockport, models a handknit, felted hat crafted by Corina Sahlin 
from Marblemount.
Above: Musicians from the Marblemount band Jumbled Pie entertained guests during the 
market. From left, Andris Vezis, Linda Jordan, Rich Cross, and John Boyd.
Market organizers plan to host the community event on the last Sunday afternoon of each 
summer month, from noon to 4 p.m.
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Seniors
   There were so many keen things 
in the past for today’s seniors. The 
first thing that comes to mind is the 
Golden Age of Radio and all those 
dingy radio shows you used to 
listen to as a family while gathered 
around the old white-enamel radio 
sitting on the souvenir cabinet in 
the living room. Fibber Magee 
and Molly, The Shadow, Amos ‘n’ 
Andy, and music by Artie Shaw, 
Bing Crosby, Ella Fitzgerald, Glen 
Miller, and Louis Armstrong, to 
name only a few.
   No TV in the very old days, 
but oh, the movies that drew you 
downtown to the movie house—
and all of it came with popcorn you 
could afford without taking out a 
second mortgage on the home. And 
the drive-ins! What fun!
   The rummaging through 
nostalgia is nice, but what Ralph 
Waldo Emerson said leads us to the 
next exploration: “With the past, 
I have nothing to do; nor with the 
future. I live now.”
   The present is so much easier for 
seniors to deal with because it is 
right there where you can reach out 

and touch it and deal with it—at 
least most of it.
   You might wish you had more 
money. Well, you can if you want 
to work for it, but that sounds like 
work and not retirement. What if 
we had moved to a warmer climate 
after retirement? Maybe you still 
can, if you have that extra money 
you may have to work for.
   Movies are still around in all 
the cineplexes, with seating for 
hundreds at six to 16 shows in one 
building and some open 24 hours 
each day. The movies are in 3-D 
that attacks you in your seat, with 
dozens of actors you’ve never 
heard of before but will see again 
and again, and popcorn and soda 
and unknown candy assortments 
that cost much more than the 
ticket. They are a fun trip and 
worth it to keep your blood flowing 
and almost better than TV.
   TV these days will entertain 
you 24 hours a day. There’s no 
test pattern at midnight, and 
hundreds of channels are available. 
Of course, you could follow the 
advice of Groucho Marx, who had 
a long-running show of his own: 
“I find television very educating. 
Every time somebody turns on the 
set, I go into the other room and 
read a book.”
   The future is a mystery that will 
never be solved. It is always there 
in front of you. You can make 
plans for it, make lists of things to 
do today, lay out vacation plans, 
and make reservations at a nice 
resort, and then your plans could 
change. The future is a kind of 
hidden door between now and then 
that you can’t open. 

Patrick M. Kennedy is the author
of Two Seniors and Friends. Find it 
at www.funwithretirement.com.

that the road would be built as soon 
as arrangements were completed 
for raising the county’s share of the 
cost.

60 years ago
   Aug. 6, 1953: No opposition at 
all developed on the bidding for 
the Dalles Park Tuesday morning 
in Mount Vernon, so the Concrete 
Lions Club is now owner of the 
nine-acre tract and has a real 
project for itself in the eventual 
development of the land into an 
attractive roadside picnic grounds 
and park.
   Aug. 13, 1953: The economy 
of Concrete and the Burpee Hill 
area took a severe jolt this week 
with the announcement that the 
Baker Lake Lumber Co. mill on 
Burpee Hill has been closed and 
the operators, Mr. and Mrs. Art 
Hansen, are moving to Bellingham, 
where they have taken over the 
Bay Shore Lumber Co.
   The Burpee Hill mill has 
provided a steady payroll for that 
area for a number of years and has 
been a great asset to Concrete. As 
many as 25 to 30 men have been 
employed at the mill and in the 
woods in the past.
   Aug. 20, 1953: The old Mertz 
hospital of many years ago, which 
became a mansion and show place 
when converted to a home by Mr. 
and Mrs. Mertz, and which has 
for the past five years been the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. 
Dwelley, will have a new chapter 
in its history soon. It was sold last 
week to the Lutheran Churches, 
which will establish a mission 
here.
   The beautiful 15-room Colonial 
house will be used very much as 

80 years ago
   Aug. 31, 1933: Concrete 
mustered 250 voters between 
its two precincts this week, 189 
of whom joined the rest of the 
state in voicing a protest against 
prohibition of liquor. Only 61 
residents voted for the proposed 
18th amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution.
   Skagit County as a whole voted 
about two to one for repeal, with a 
total of 4,710 to 2,894 on the anti-
repeal ballots.

70 years ago
   Sept. 2, 1943: Boosters of the 
Cascade Pass Highway from all 
parts of Skagit County gathered 
around the banquet table Friday 
evening in Concrete to again 
renew interest in a cross-mountain 
road over Cascade Pass in Skagit 
County. The meeting was called 
primarily to hear of latest mine-
to-market road developments in 
this area by which the present road 
would be extended. Those present 
were informed that a $100,000 
project was now in prospect and so 
far along that the final applications 
for approval are now in the hands 
of the Bureau of Public Roads.
   The mineral area in the Cascade 
Pass district has been given the 
approval of the state, which has 
agreed to furnish $75,000 to build 
a 12-foot mining road from the end 
of the present highway—14 miles 
east of Marblemount—to within 
two miles of the pass itself.
   County commissioners Ed Carr 
and James Ovenell gave assurances 

Coffee Break
Past, present, future
By Patrick Kennedy

Concrete Center
August 2013

Activities

Mon. - Fri., 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunch served Tue. – Fri., noon

Mondays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   Noon     Birthday party, 8/26
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo, Dominoes
   12:30 p.m.    Bingo, 8/26
   1 p.m.     Advisory Board mtg.,
        8/12
   1:30 p.m.    Bingo, 8/12

Tuesdays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   Noon     Lunch
   Noon     Salmon BBQ/Quilt
        Raffle drawing, 8/20
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Wednesdays
   10 a.m.     Advanced quilting
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   10:30 a.m.    Exercise
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Thursdays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   10:30 a.m.    Indoor walking
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo
   12:30 p.m.    Movie (viewers’ choice)
   10 a.m. - 2 p.m.    Senior Day in the Park,
     Maiben Park, 
     Burlington, 8/15

Fridays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   11 a.m.     Indoor walking
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Dominoes

Furlough/Holiday closures
   8/30     Furlough day

Foot Care
   Until further notice, Foot Care is not being 
offered at Concrete Center. For foot care, call 
Sedro-Woolley Senior Center at 360.855.1531.

30 years ago: Mount Baker Presbyterian Church in Concrete marked its 75th 
year of existence Aug. 21, 1983, with a special service and a silver tea reception. 
Concrete was a roaring boom town when the above photo of the church was 
taken. The church was built in 1908, the only church in Concrete at the time 
when there were 13 saloons. The building and its congregation are still alive and 
well. Archive photo.See Way Back, p. 29

Way Back, cont. from p. 28

it is presently, with the upper floor 
as living quarters for the pastor, 
and the main floor for church and 
parlors. The basement will be 
remodeled into rooms for Sunday 
School.
   The Dwelleys will remain at the 
home until a resident pastor can be 
obtained. The Dwelleys are making 
plans to build a home on the old 
Thurston Thompson place at Sauk.

50 years ago
   Aug. 1, 1963: The William 
Cupples home in Grasmere was 
partially destroyed by fire Tue. 
afternoon. The entire upper floor 
and much of the roof was burned 
away, and water and smoke 
damaged the rest of the building to 
a great extent.

30 years ago: Bonnie and Raymond 
Drake Jr. of Concrete celebrated their 
30th wedding anniversary Aug. 27, 
1983, with family and friends at their 
home. The Drakes were married Aug. 
14, 1953, and lived in the Arlington-
Everett area before moving to 
Concrete in 1963. Archive photo.

   The fire was discovered by Mrs. 
Cupples while she was out in the 
yard. At that time it appeared as 
a bit of smoke and flame coming 
from the roof around the chimney. 
By the time the fire department 
had water on the blaze, the fire had 
eaten a large hole in the roof and 
had spread throughout the upper 
floor.
   Volunteers helped remove most 
of the furnishings from the home to 
prevent damage.
   Aug. 29, 1963: From the Federal 
Power Commission comes word 
that the Lone Star Cement Corp. 
has applied for approval of a 
construction project at its Bear 
Creek power installation.
   Work to be done includes a 52-
foot log dam on Sulphur Creek 
and an eight-foot flume to Rocky 
Creek, where a 72-foot concrete 
dam with a 14-foot gated intake 
will channel water into the canal to 
Bear Creek.

   The company has a small 
generator at its No. 2 power house 
at the Bear Creek dam and a larger-
capacity power house on Lake 
Shannon, 375 feet below the dam.

40 years ago
   Aug. 30, 1973: Senator Lowell 
Peterson (D-40th District) has 
suggested use of Northern State 
Hospital facilities as a police 
training academy in place of a site 
in Issaquah proposed by Gov. Dan 
Evans.
   Peterson said he was asking 
the Senate Ways and Means 
Committee to make an immediate 
study of the utilization of Northern 
State for the police academy ...
   Peterson said the utilization of 
Northern State would provide 
employment for some employees 
already on the payroll who will 
lose their jobs when the hospital 
completely closes. This will lessen 
the impact on the local economy.
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July 10
   A male called 911 from Powerline Rd. 
near Marblemount. He said an ex-relative 
had shown up with six friends to collect 
her belongings. There were no issues, but 
the male subject wanted this information 
on record.
July 12
   A newly opened lodge on Hwy. 20 in 
Concrete called deputies about damage to 
one of their rooms. The lodge floor was 
damaged with knife marks, and dog feces 
was everywhere. The owner has the name 
of the person who rented the room and 
deputies are investigating the damage.
   Another good, hardworking citizen 
was a victim of a burglar on Rockport 
Cascade Rd. near Rockport. The resident 
reported someone had broken a window 
on a door and entered their house. Several 
items were taken, including a computer 
and diesel fuel. There are no suspects, but 
a bicycle track was seen leading away 
toward the blacktop.
   A resident in the same area of Rockport 
had his motor home broken into. Several 
sets of binoculars and a metal detector 
were taken. There are no suspects; 
however, the theft occurred near the other 
burglary, so it’s logical to think they are 
related.
   The Sheriff’s Office Animal Control 
Officer followed up on some free puppies. 
She found that someone in Pandora’s 
Circle near Marblemount had several 
emaciated puppies. At one time there 
may have been nearly 30 puppies on the 
property. The dog owner is going to get 
the male neutered. More recently, the 
remaining puppies have been checked on 
and appear to be in better condition than 
initially found. All should be going to 
good homes.
July 14
   A caller near Clear Lake called 911 to 
report she was lost. She had been picking 
blackberries and got turned around. A 
Search and Rescue deputy was able to 
track her phone using the GPS coordinates 
and walk her out to a roadway. She was 
uninjured.
   A Hamilton caller reported a window 
on his house had been broken out by two 
small rocks. A deputy responded and 
discovered that the lawn had been freshly 
mowed near the broken window. The 
homeowner’s lawnmower is the primary 
suspect.
   A female caller reported her van stolen 

Skagit County Sheriff’s Office

Blotter

Worship directory

from her Cape Horn residence. She had 
recently purchased it in Mount Vernon and 
felt the dealership may be involved in the 
theft. Deputies checked out that lead and it 
appears unfounded. Her 1997 maroon and 
gray camper van is still missing.
   A deputy stopped a known burglar and 
his girlfriend as they rode their motorcycle 
near the Dalles Bridge near Concrete 
because the man had several warrants. 
The jail was still unable to accept him for 
booking. He was booked and released on 
his warrants and given another ticket for 
driving without a license.
July 15
   An industrial business on Hwy. 9 in 
Clear Lake reported a theft of copper 
wire. They estimate approximately $7,000 
worth of welding lead wire was taken. 
Deputies followed up on information and 
arrested one suspect immediately. More 
arrests likely are forthcoming.
   A male called 911 to say he’d been 
threatened by another male on Fruitdale 
Rd. in Sedro-Woolley. The deputies 
contacted the suspect by announcing very 
loudly who they were, and he met them 
at the door with a pistol. After a few tense 
moments, the deputies persuaded him to 
put the pistol down, and he was taken to 
jail for two counts of felony harassment.
   A male and female were involved in 
a domestic argument in Hamilton. The 
female had redness on her face and 
said the male had struck her after an 
accusation. The male fled the area, but is 
well known to deputies. He will likely be 
charged with assault when located.
   A driver on Russell Rd. in Birdsview 
was about to turn onto Cape Horn Rd. 
In doing so she struck a motorcyclist, 
knocking him off his motorcycle. The 
motorcyclist was taken to the hospital as 
a precaution. The driver of the car was 
issued a ticket for failing to yield the right 
of way.
   Deputies were sent to a domestic 
disturbance on Cape Horn Dr. in Cape 
Horn. Upon arrival they discovered this 
was only a verbal argument, although 
the female had two warrants. The jail is 
still full and the female was booked and 
released.
   At about 1:30 p.m., a group of six 
kayakers left Howard Miller Steelhead 
Park in Rockport, expecting to kayak the 
Skagit River and get out at Rasar Park. 
One of the kayakers, a 16-year-old male, 
got separated from the pack. His father 
waited for him near the Devil’s Elbow 
area near Moen Rd. After an hour, the 
father walked to the nearest house and 
called 911. Two SAR deputies launched 
a rescue boat from Faber’s Landing and 
proceeded to look for the young man. A 

Assembly of God
Concrete Assembly of God
45734 Main St., Concrete; 853.8042
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Tue.: Men’s meeting, 8:30 a.m.
Wed.: Adult Bible study, 6 p.m.
Thur.: Women’s Bible study, 6:30 p.m.
Bruce Martin, pastor

North Cascade Community Church
59850 SR 20, Marblemount
360.873.2504 // www.mmag.net
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wed.: Teen Connection, 6 p.m.
           Women’s Ministry, 2 p.m. (2nd, 4th, 
          and 5th Wed.)
Thur.: Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m.
Dave Nichols, pastor
E-mail: pastordave@fastmail.fm

Baptist
First Baptist Church
12732 Hemlock St., Clear Lake
360.856.2767
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wed.: 7 p.m.
John Batts, pastor
E-mail: pastorjohn@firstbaptistclearlake.com

Hamilton First Baptist Church
797 Hamilton Cemetery Rd. at SR 20
Office: 360.826.3307
Sunday School: 9:40 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Ron Edwards, pastor

Lyman Baptist Church
31441 W. Main St., Lyman
Office: 360.826.3287
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Catholic
St. Catherine Mission Church
45603 Limestone St., Concrete
Mail: 719 Ferry St., Sedro-Woolley
Office: 360.855.0077
Weekday hours: 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Sat. Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Father Martin Bourke, pastor
www.svcc.us/scm

Covenant
Community Covenant Church
12605 Highway 9, Clear Lake
360.856.1023 // covenant@wavecable.com
www.clearlakecov.org
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Call for weekly youth group/Bible studies
Tim Hedberg, pastor

Free Methodist
Day Creek Chapel
31438 S. Skagit Hwy, Sedro-Woolley
Office 360.826.3696
Rick Miles, pastor
Sun.: 9:15 a.m. prayer service, 10 a.m. 
worship
Tue.: Women’s Bible study, 9:30 a.m.
Thur.: Bible study at Louise’s complex, Mt. 
Vernon, 6:30 p.m.
Fri.: Women’s Bible Study at Kathy’s in 
Day Creek, 8 a.m.

Methodist
Central United Methodist Church
1013 Polke Rd., Sedro-Woolley
360.856.6412 / centralumcsw@yahoo.com
www.gbgm-umc.org/cumc-sedrowolley
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.
Marilyn Kallshian, pastor

Presbyterian
Mount Baker Presbyterian Church
45705 Main St., P.O. Box 246, Concrete
Church 853.8585; office 595.0446
www.mtbakerpresbyterian.synodnw.org

Sun. worship: 9 a.m.
Tom Ross, pastor

Lutheran
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
46372 Main St., Concrete / 853.8814
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Chris Anderson, pastor

Nondenominational
Agape Fellowship
Meets at Mount Baker Presbyterian,
45705 Main St., Concrete
Second and fourth Weds., 7 p.m.
360.708.4764
Dolores Elliott, pastor

Community Bible Church
45672 Limestone, Concrete; 853.8511
E-mail: cbcofconcrete@earthlink.net
Sun. School: 9 a.m.; Worship Svc: 10 a.m.
Childcare/Children’s Ministries at both
Contact church for other ministries
Rob Thomas, pastor

Rockport Christ the King Comm. Church
11982 Martin Rd., Rockport, WA 98283
Church office: 853.8746
Pre-service fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. service: 10 a.m.
Sun. eve. Bible study: 5 p.m. See Sheriff’s Blotter, p. 33

Sergeant’s 
corner
By Chris Kading

   Summer is here and 
school is out. That can 
mean kids home alone or 
watching siblings while their parents go 
to work. Here are a few tips for parents 
and kids to keep everyone safe.
   Parents, use the “reasonableness test” 
as far as leaving kids home alone. Can 
they act reasonably under the scenarios 
you present to them? Ask them:
1. What do you do as soon as I leave 

the house?
2. Do you make sure the door is 

locked?
3. Keep the phone ready. Do you have 

my phone number and 911 readily 
available?

4. Do you know who our neighbors 
are, and do you have the neighbor’s 
phone number available?

5. Do you know our home address in 
case you need to call 911?

6. Do you know what to do if there is 
a fire, and can you get yourself and 
your siblings out of the house?

7. With the hot weather here, are 
windows left open? 

   Kids:
1. Always check with your parents 

before you go anywhere or do 
anything. Be sure to check in 
regularly with your parents when 
you’re not with them.

2. Always take a friend with you when 
playing or going anywhere. It’s safer 
and more fun.

3. Don’t be tricked by people who 

offer you special treats or gifts. 
Never accept anything from anyone 
without your parents’ permission.

4. Never get into a vehicle or go near a 
vehicle with anyone in it unless you 
are with your parents or a trusted 
adult.

5. Don’t be afraid to say “No!” or 
“Get away!” during any situation 
that makes you feel scared, 
uncomfortable, or confused. Trust 
your feelings and be sure to tell a 
trusted adult if anything happens to 
make you feel this way.

6. Stay safer when you’re home alone:
• Keep the door locked.
• Do not open the door for or talk 

to anyone who stops by unless the 
person is a trusted family friend 
or relative and the visit has been 
pre-approved by your parents or 
guardians.

• Never tell anyone who calls that 
you’re home by yourself.

• Before you are home alone, talk 
to you parents about a neighbor or 
trusted adult you can call if you feel 
scared or uncomfortable, or if there’s 
an emergency.

• Be careful when you play.
• Never take shortcuts unless you 

have your parents’ or guardians’ 
permission.

• Don’t play near busy streets or 
deserted areas.

   More information is available at 
www.missingkids.com, where you can 
download a safety tip sheet. 

Chris Kading is sergeant for the Skagit 
County Sheriff’s Office East County 
Detachment in Concrete.

   Obituaries published in 
Concrete Herald from May 2009 to 
present are posted online at: 
   www.concrete-herald.com/obituaries
   For more information, call 360.853.8213 
or e-mail editor@concrete-herald.com.

helicopter from Snohomish County flew 
in to assist. Several members of Skagit 
County Dive Rescue and an SAR ground 
team came to assist. After about two 
hours, the young man was found at the 
Red Apple grocery store in Concrete. He 
said he became unfamiliar with that area 
of the river, got out, and hitch hiked into 
town. A much-relieved family was safely 
reunited.
July 16
   A caller parked near the Northern State 
recreational area near Sedro-Woolley 
reported a suspicious circumstance. He 
said a male came out of the bushes and 
shined a light at him. The male left in 
a white van traveling toward Hwy. 20. 
Deputies checked the area, but were 
unable to locate the van.
   A caller near Clear Lake called 911 to 

report a man staggering in the roadway 
near the fire hall. A deputy located the 
man, who was found to have several 
warrants for his arrest. The jail was able 
to accept him, and he was also warned to 
stay out of the roadway.
July 17
   A Lyman female called to request a 
deputy investigate an accident that had 
occurred five days earlier. The caller 
had already exchanged information with 
the other party, but the damage was in 
excess of $750. Her insurance company 
requested a report. Deputies remind 
drivers that all damage in excess of 
$750 dollars needs to be reported to law 
enforcement as soon as possible.
   A Concrete male called 911 to report 

Obituaries
Douglas Edgar 
Gates, age 76, passed 
away Sat., July 27, 2013, 
at United General Hospital 
in Sedro-Woolley after 
complications arose from 
dementia and Alzheimer 
disease.
   A passionate, stubborn man, Doug fought for what 
he believed in. He served the Town of Concrete as 
a Planning Commissioner from 2002 till his death, 
plus sat on the town’s Parks Committee and Historic 
Preservation and Landmarks Commission. He also 
served with the Cascade Days Committee for several 
years and was a member of the Concrete Heritage 
Museum. He was a frequent participant in local 
parades, riding his scooter. He was a MacGyver wizard 
of electronics and gadgets.
   Doug was born May 18, 1937, in Burlington. He 
lived in Concrete till his junior year in high school, 
then moved to Issaquah, where he graduated from 
Issaquah High School in 1955. His was the first class 
to graduate from the current Concrete High School.
   He attended Prairie Bible Institute in Three Hills, 
Alberta, Canada, then moved to Nebraska, where he 
worked at a children’s home. There, he met Geneva 
Schultz, whom he married in January 1960.
   During his working years, Doug was the mechanic 
for a racing team that competed at venues along 
the I-5 corridor, including Skagit Speedway during 
its years as a dirt track. He also owned a gas station 
in Lynnwood, Wash., and drove a battery truck. He 

served as pastor in Lewis, Kan., and Roseau, Minn. 
In 1974, the family moved to Smoky Lake, Alberta, 
where he also served as a pastor. In 1976 the family 
moved to Three Hills, Alberta, where Doug worked as 
a truck driver.
   In 1981 he married Penny Wilkerson of Spokane 
and helped raise her two children. During his 27 
years of driving a truck, he drove every major 
highway in the lower 48 states and never had an 
accident. In 2001 a stroke ended his truck-driving 
career, and he moved to Concrete.
    In 2005 he married Eva Royer, who was with him 
until his death.
   He is survived by his daughter Marla (Darrel) 
Reed, of Concrete; son Kurt Gates, of Spokane; 
stepson Daniel Martin of Spokane; stepdaughter 
Robin Butcher of Spokane; sisters Diane Caviezel of 
Enumclaw and Bertha (Bill) Bridge of Concrete; a 
grandson, Colton Butcher, of Spokane; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.
   He is preceded in death by his parents, Edgar and 
Virdelle Gates; two grandsons and other relatives.
   A celebration of life service and potluck is planned 
for Sun., Aug. 11 at 3 p.m., at Concrete Center, 45821 
Railroad Ave., Concrete.

Eddie Johnson was 
born on Jan. 27, 1948, to 
Ed and Doris Johnson of 
Marblemount and died on 
July 15, 2013. He spent his 
childhood in Marblemount 
and Newhalem, and 
graduated from Concrete 
High School.
   His parents built the Totem 

Trail Restaurant and Motel in Marblemount, and he 
worked there as a cook. He was a logger, a truck 
driver, the assistant chief of police for the Cle Elum 
Police Department, and a police officer in Roslyn, 
Wash., and finished his working years at the Riverside 
Lanes Bowling Alley, where he enjoyed his passion for 
bowling. Eddie bowled three perfect games of 300. 
He was an avid baseball enthusiast and loved the 
outdoors, especially fly fishing the rivers of the upper 
Skagit Valley.
   Eddie is survived by his wife, Susan, of Sedro-
Woolley, and three children from his first marriage: 
Eddie and wife Debbie of Boise, Idaho; Curtis of 
Roslyn; and April McGee and husband Patrick of 
Sedro-Woolley.
   He enjoyed the addition of two more children upon 
his marriage to Susan on Nov. 30, 2002: Michelle 
Fry and husband Jon of Anacortes; and Samantha 
Murdoch of Bellingham.
   Eddie had a total of nine grandchildren. He is also 
survived by his sisters, Donna Regan and husband 
Ron of Fayetteville, N.C.; Lea Williams of N. Richland 
Hills, Texas; Kay Dills of Sedro-Woolley; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.
   Eddie was preceded in death by his parents, and 
brothers-in-law Jerry Williams and Wade Dills.
   Eddie accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior 
on Nov. 10, 2012, and was baptized on April 14, 
2013, at Emmanuel Baptist Church in Mount Vernon. 
A celebration of Eddie’s life was held July 20, 2013, 
at the church and burial was in Hawthorne Cemetery, 
Mount Vernon.
   A memorial fund has been set up at the Northwest 
Credit Union to help defray medical and funeral 
expenses. Checks can be written to Susan Johnson with 
“Eddie R. Johnson Memorial Fund” in the memo line.

   “I believe in new beginnings.”
   Imagine being tasked with the 
responsibility to write a few hundred 
words expressing the core principles that 
guide your life—your personal credo. In 
the 1950s, invitations were extended to 
politicians, nurses, artists, construction 
workers, athletes, parents, students, the 
famous, and the unknown, everyone.  
Initially, the responses were aired (with 
Skagit County’s own Edward R. Murrow 
hosting) on the radio to an overwhelming 
response. Fifty years later the project was 
renewed.
   As one who cannot pass a bookstore 
without being drawn in, a book had 
caught my eye for some time. It was 
simply entitled, This I Believe: The 
Personal Philosophies of Remarkable 
Men and Women. The premise, as 
shared previously, was/is to sum up your 
philosophy of life in as few words as 
possible.
   As I read the book, I was challenged by 
both the variety of contributors and the 
vastness of their answers. Not being one 
to pass up a challenge, I decided that I 
would attempt my own answer.
   Easier said than done. One reason why 
the task proved challenging was because 
I decided that my answer should be based 
upon what was actually true in my life, 
not what I wanted to be true for myself.
   “I believe in new beginnings.”
   There it is. Five simple words. Yet, for 
me, these five words give me great hope 
even in the midst of my darkest days.
   The reason? I am a flawed human being. 
As such, the prophet Jeremiah writes 
in Lamentations 3:21–23, “This I recall 
to my mind, therefore I have hope. It 
is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not 
consumed, because His compassions fail 
not. They are new every morning: great is 
Thy faithfulness.”
   Because of the Lord’s mercies, “I 
believe in new beginnings.” But not only 
am I a flawed human being, I am also a 

Sunday School lesson
New beginnings
By Rob Thomas

See Sunday School, p. 34



Insurance office. I’d be curious to know 
how yippy-skippy-happy any business 
owner would be if the exact business from 
a distant city were to set up a tent across 
the street from their business and promote 
the same services which are right here in 
Concrete.
   The most damaging thing was that 
a Farmers Insurance customer from 
Rockport thought their Concrete Farmers 
Insurance office had relocated to Mt. 
Vernon!

Sherrill Coville
Grasmere

Wait for revised Certificate of Need
   In a recent Skagit Valley Herald article, 
it was suggested that Gov. Inslee either 
didn’t know what to do or couldn’t figure 
out what to do, so he’s asking for help to 
answer questions about Cascade Valley 
Hospital, Island Hospital, and Skagit 
Valley Hospital forming an alliance with a 
Catholic health care system.
   The governor made it clear that he has 
no authority to issue a moratorium on 
the proposed alliance. He understands 
that the Certificate of Need used by the 
Department of Health addresses only 
whether or not the additional services 
resulting from the alliance are needed. It 
does not address services lost that would 
result from the alliance or the separation 
of church and state required by our state 
constitution. That needs to be changed.
   Apparently only the Department of 
Health can change the Certificate of Need. 
The governor has required the Department 
of Health to revise and update the 
Certificate of Need to address new
problems created by an alliance with a 
faith-based health care system. Before 
deciding with which of the four large 
health care systems to form our alliance, 
the commissioners of the three hospitals 
should wait until the Certificate of Need 
has been revised.

Patti Santangelo
Anacortes

he was being threatened by another 
male with a baseball bat. When deputies 
arrived they discovered there was more 
to this story. The caller may have stolen 
items from another subject living nearby. 
Deputies continue to investigate the 
incident.
   A female from Hoyle Ln. in Hamilton 
called 911 to report a domestic distur-
bance. Deputies spoke to a male and a 
female. The female had a swollen cheek 
and said the drunken male had hit her. 
This is not their first incident. The male 
put up no resistance and was booked into 
jail for domestic assault.
   A deputy responded to a one-car 
accident near the intersection of SR 20 
and Baker Lake Rd. The driver’s firewood 
load shifted, causing him to crash 
headlong into a large tree. No one was 

injured, and the truck looked to be a total 
loss.
   A deputy assisted a WDFW agent 
near the mouth of the Baker River in 
Concrete. The agent had observed two 
subjects snagging salmon. They were 
arrested and their equipment may be 
seized. Recently, WDFW seized a vehicle 
and other equipment from a fisherman 
snagging in the same area. This is a 
serious offense, and the SCSO will be 
assisting in arresting offenders. As officers 
left the scene they discovered a small 
fire on the riverbank. The Concrete Fire 
Dept. responded and extinguished the 
blaze. Arson is suspected, and deputies are 
looking into suspects seen nearby.
   A caller form Rockport Cascade Rd. 
near Rockport reported a suspicious 
circumstance. A large truck carrying 
heavy equipment drove past a locked gate 
and began working the area. Deputies 

arrived and identified the subject as the 
new property owner. He had purchased 
the foreclosed property and was beginning 
to develop it. His story checked out.
July 18
   Deputies were dispatched to a domestic 
fight in Clear Lake. A 45-year-old male 
had been arguing with his 69-year-old 
parents. He threatened them with a 
butcher knife, punched out a window, and 
fled on foot. He was later found at the 
hospital, where he was arrested, treated 
for his injuries, and then booked into jail 
for several felonies.
   A caller from Pipeline Rd. in Lyman 
reported her small dog was attacked by 
the neighbor’s two pit bulls. The SCSO 
Animal Control officer is investigating 
the incident. The dogs may be declared 
dangerous and the owner subject to civil 
fines or removal.
   A young man walking near the Upper 

Skagit Library in Concrete said he 
was assaulted by a man on a bike. The 
youngster had just left the movies with 
friends when he saw a man on a bike with 
a small dog. He commented on the dog 
and the man approached him. He said 
the man hit his thumb with something 
and then discovered he was cut. It’s 
unclear if he was cut with a knife, or by 
hand. Deputies are looking for a white 
male, approximate 17 years old, riding a 
white mountain bike. The dog is a black 
Chihuahua with a very long tail. If you 
know who this may be, please contact 
Deputy Dills at 360.853.8583.
   A nice folding lawn chair was found on 
Main St. in Concrete after the movies. It 
is located in the East Detachment of the 
Sheriff’s Office. If you lost one, swing by 
or call us to claim your prize.

—Compiled by Sgt. Chris Kading
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Business directoryBookkeeping
UpRiver Bookkeeping Services
360.853.7667 or 360.708.9761
upriver21@hotmail.com
Reasonable rates
Payroll services to full-charge bookkeeping

Bookstores/Coffee houses
Mountain Loop Books and Coffee, llc
Gently used books, affordable prices.
Zoka coffee and tea; where friends gather.
Mon. – Sat., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
1085 Darrington St., Darrington
360.630.7673  //  tgobroski@hotmail.com

Brew pubs
Birdsview Brewing Co.
Fresh micro beer brewed on our premises
Great food! Family friendly!
Open Tuesdays through Sundays
38302 SR 20, Birdsview  //  360.826.3406
www.birdsviewbrewingcompany.com

Consignment Shops
New 2 You
Resale clothing and accessories
50/50 split paid as in-store credit
Wed. to Sat., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
44942 State Route 20, Concrete
360.853.5911

Construction
Don Payne’s Backhoe Services
Extensive experience, reasonable rates
Trenching for electrical and plumbing lines, 
site preparation, road- and lot-clearing
360.853.7838 / 770.0178 / #PAYNE*066BC
dpaynes2001@yahoo.com

Donald K. Moore Construction
Dump truck / Sand / Gravel / Topsoil
Complete excavation and lots, to acreage
cleared / log loads, underground utilities avail.
Licensed, bonded, and insured
360.853.8525 / Reg. #DONALKMO15KE

Liquor Stores
Concrete Liquor Store & Convenience Store
45895 Main Street, Concrete // 360.853.7149
Monday thru Saturday 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Sundays Noon to 5 p.m.
Gifts, Rocks, Tobacco, Cigars, and much more!

Lodging
Ovenell’s Heritage Inn/Double O Ranch
Fully equipped log cabins; AAA; 580-acre 
cattle ranch; all-natural, grain-fed beef;
special events; getaways; local discounts; and 
wildlife! See our views of Mount Baker!
360.853.8494 / www.ovenells-inn.com

Restaurants
Cascade Burgers
45292 State Route 20, Concrete
Featuring great burgers, fries, and milkshakes 
in a 1950s, family-style atmosphere!
OPEN DAILY: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Ask about our daily specials!  360.853.7580

Perks Espresso & Deli
Full breakfast, espresso, sub sandwiches, 
drive-thru and take-out. Find us on Facebook.
M–F, 5 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sa.– Su. 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
44586 SR 20, Concrete
360.853.9006

The Washington Cafe and Bakery
Fresh salmon, fish-and-chips; prime rib on Fri. 
nights. Donate to Concrete Theatre here!
Summer hours: Thur. – Mon., 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
45938 Main St., Concrete // 360.853.7723
washingtongrillnbakery@gmail.com

Drain Cleaning
Sconce Home Service, Darrington
*Drain cleaning & root removal
24-hr. emergency response.
*Home repair/renovate. *Home/Apts. maint. 
Annual, monthly arrangmnts; on-call w/rentals.
(home) 360.436.2141 or (cell) 253.343.4762

Gifts
All Valley Storage & Gifts
31687 SR 20, Ste. 102, Lyman/Sedro-Woolley
Our prices can’t be beat! Beanpod candles, 
home/garden items, decorating ideas, more!
360.826.6001 / allvalleystorageinc@live.com
Online: www.allvalleystorageinc.com

Matty’s on Main
45905 Main Street, Concrete
UNIQUE & ANTIQUE / JEWELRY & PAWN
Fall Special: 20% off!
NEW INVENTORY WEEKLY
360.333.8851

Hair salons
Hair Fitness
Complete family hair care, specializing in:
PERMS / COLOR & CUTS / WAXING
More than 25 years’ experience!
Call Kathy Monrad and Becki Hoover for appt
360.853.8684

Insurance
Farmers Insurance
Notary Public
45905 Main Street, Concrete
CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOW RATES!!
PLEASE CALL FOR QUOTE
360.333.8851

To add your business to this directory, call 360.853.8213 
or e-mail ads@concrete-herald.com

RV Repair
Goldner RV Repair, Concrete
Mobile RV Maintenance & Repair
LP gas systems, water, heating systems,
AC/DC electrical
360.826.3303  //  rvrepair@frontier.com

Self-storage
Concrete Self-storage
Located on Fir Street, Concrete
Heated and nonheated, security surveillance, 
coded entry, 4x5 to 15x32 units, locks for sale. 
Customer service is our top priority!
360.853.8100/concreteselfstorageinc@live.com

Septic Services
Cinema Septic
Inspection, troubleshooting and pumping
Serving all of Skagit County
Fred West, owner. 360.466.8753  
fred@cinemaseptic.com
www.cinemaseptic.com

Towing services
Dave’s Towing 360.853.7433, Concrete, WA
Cash for clunkers, towing and extractions, 
abandoned vehicle removal, lockouts, fuel 
delivery. Credit cards and insurance accepted. 
Discounts for locals.
360.853.7433 or 360.770.6705

Sheriff’s Blotter, cont. from p. 31

Not advertising in 
Concrete Herald is like 
winking in the dark*

*You’re the only one who knows 
what you’re doing.

Call 360.853.8213 today to be 
seen in Concrete Herald, the Voice 

of the Upper Skagit Valley.

The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley

Read

Letters, cont. from p. 2

discriminate based on sexual orientation. 
This is false. The other is regarding 
women’s healthcare. Also false.
   The public meeting held at McIntyre 
Hall on July 31 had reps from PH 
answering questions from the public re: 
Catholic doctrine and whether it would 
keep PH from providing care in relation to 
certain medical and social issues.
   The answers were clear: PH does not 
discriminate and will not discriminate. 
What you read or hear from groups like 
PfHF is different. Don’t believe them.  
St. Joseph’s track record in Bellingham 
shows no history of discrimination or 
withholding of care.
   A Skagit Regional partnership with 
PH will be a good thing, providing more 
choices in healthcare. UGH is now a PH 
hospital and supports partnership with 
the three other hospitals. It will provide 
continuity and better coordination of care, 
and will end competition between them.  
It’s a win-win for residents of all religions, 
lifestyles, and situations.
   Let the hospital commissioners know 
PeaceHealth is welcome here.

Kelly Siebecke
Birdsview

Concrete Good Samaritans made 
the difference for travelers
   We recently found ourselves stranded in 
your little town on a late Saturday night 

with a broken trailer bearing. I called 
my roadside assistance and they said 
they couldn’t get anyone out until the 
following day! This left my copilot and 
me feeling so distraught and concerned.
   As I was standing there on the phone, I 
flagged down a tricked-out Toyota truck 
and asked the driver for his help. I asked 
him to have a look at my wheel and he 
said I shouldn’t move another foot! I 
asked if he knew where I could possibly 
get my trailer fixed close by. He was so 
kind and thoughtful. He flagged another 
driver and they both agreed that Nathan 
Storms over at Storms Fabricating could 
help.
   The driver of the truck, Joe (local fire 
fighter/EMS) and his wife Anna were so 
sweet. They drove away and asked Nathan 
to come by and have a look. Nathan 
quickly agreed to help. Joe and Anna 
stayed around until they were sure we 
were OK. As it turned out, we were able 
to finally get the parts in Sedro-Woolley, 
but not until the following day. And funny 
thing: Our travel mates had a similar issue 
with their trailer, and Nathan drove to 
the state park to help. We spent the night 
sharing a tent trailer with the other parties 
we were traveling with while waiting for 
parts to arrive.
   After a few trips back and forth to 
Sedro-Woolley and on a Sunday, Nathan 
had us repaired and moving before the sun 
went down.
   During this very stressful situation, the 
citizens of Concrete were gracious and so 
very kind. We were blessed for the care of 
such amazing good Samaritans. Nathan, 
Joe, and Anna, you did your town proud, 
and we thank you all from the bottom of 
our hearts!

Terrie Binns and Leah Solomon
New Westminster, BC

Praise for Boggs and Sullivan’s 
“Paint the Town” project
   On behalf of the Concrete Town Center 
businesses who benefited from the efforts 
of John Boggs and Bill Sullivan during 
their painting project last year and this 
year, I say, thank you so much!
   All your time, sweat, and messes made 
our businesses look great! The town looks 
great too.
   If you see these men, please shake their 
hands and give them a big thank you. And 
I’ll say it again too: Thank you!

Carol Rohan
Concrete

Directives a concern
   Why the concern about the Catholic 
Ethical and Religious Health Care 
Directives? It’s because many secular 

hospitals across the nation that have 
affiliated with Catholic hospitals have 
come under the authority of these 
directives. We have no assurance that the 
Trilocal hospitals won’t also be governed 
by the directives, which specifically state 
that, “Employees of a Catholic health care 
institution must respect and uphold the 
religious mission of the institution and 
adhere to these Directives.”
   Furthermore, “Catholic health care 
services must adopt these Directives as 
policy, require adherence to them within 
the institution as a condition for medical 
privileges and employment.”
   And finally, “If a Catholic health care 
institution is considering entering into an 
arrangement with another organization 
that may be involved in activities 
judged morally wrong by the Church, 
participation in such activities must be 
limited to what is in accord with the moral 
principles governing cooperation.”
   What treatments are judged morally 
wrong by the Church? They include 
many of the services currently available 
in Skagit County: prescribing the 
morning after pill (Plan B); contraceptive 
interceptions that prevent pregnancy; egg 
or sperm donation from anyone other 
than either spouse; artificial fertilization 
that doesn’t include the marital act; 
surrogate motherhood; abortion, even 
before viability; intervention in ectopic 
pregnancies if it results in a direct 
abortion; tubal ligations; vasectomies; 
withdrawing nutrition and hydration from 
patients in a persistent vegetative state; 
and finally, death with dignity.
   The directives say if patients are 
suffering pain that cannot be alleviated, 
they “should be reminded of the 
redemptive power of suffering.”

Sharon Schlittenhard
Anacortes

Cement City Street Fair vendor 
placement questioned
   Farmers Insurance opened an office in 
Concrete on Main Street in April 2009. 
Farmers Insurance has advertised in 
Concrete Herald since its rebirth in 2009.
   The Cement City Street Fair held mid-
July in Concrete Town Center coincides 
with the Fly-in. The activities are intended 
to promote tourism and economic growth 
within the community and Skagit County.  
The Concrete Chamber of Commerce 
orchestrates the event and vendors.
   I’m curious to know what thought 
process went into this last street fair 
planning, when a Farmers Insurance 
agent’s office from Mt. Vernon was 
assigned the vendor’s spot directly across 
the street from the Concrete Farmers 

Continue the cycle
Please 
recycle
this 
newspaper

Sparks fly from Nathan Storms’ grinder 
as he works in his Grasmere shop to repair 
a broken trailer bearing for Terrie Binns and 
Leah Solomon of New Westminster, BC, in 
early July. See the travelers’ letter to the editor, 
this column, for the full story and its happy 
ending. Photo by Leah Solomon.



Livestock Advisor training 
offered this fall
   Designed for beginning farmers, 
WSU Livestock Advisor training begins 

a new 10-week series Sept. 17. Cost 
of the course is $225. Download an 
application at http://skagit.wsu.edu. 
Questions? Call 360.428.4270, ext. 240 
or e-mail joanrd@co.skagit.wa.us.
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Kristina Collins

Garden Patch
By Gladys Silrus

   Late summer marks the season for 
garden-fresh produce and flowers by the 
basketful. So enjoy while you can!
   Help plants beat the heat in the garden 
by keeping soil consistently moist. 
Mulching and regular irrigation is the key. 
If rainfall is scarce, water rhododendrons, 
azaleas, and camellias weekly. These 
shrubs are currently setting buds for 
next year’s flowers, and drought will 
diminish bud formation. You will also 
get a healthier berry crop of hollies and 
firethorn when you irrigate them during 
drought. Lack of water causes immature 
berries to drop.

Vegetable guide
   Visit the vegetable garden daily to 
ensure you’re picking produce at the ideal 
stage. Overripe fruit on tomatoes, squash, 
beans, and eggplant prevents smaller fruit 
from maturing and can attract pests and 
diseases. I picked my first tomato on July 
15 and found a small hole in it. I’m not 
sure what got to it, but I cut around it and 
ate it anyway. Yummy! Can’t beat the 
taste of home grown fruit.

When to harvest
   Cantaloupe: Netted skin indicates 
ripeness. Lift and twist fruit; if they are 
ready they will slip easily from the vine.
   Carrot: For the best flavor, harvest 
carrots when they are on the small side—
quarter size in diameter or smaller.
   Green beans: Pick beans when they are 
as thick as a pencil.
   Pepper: Many varieties change color as 
they mature. The longer the peppers are 
on the plant, the hotter or sweeter they 
become.
   Potato: Dig tubers when tops turn brown 
and fall over.
   Summer squash: Look beneath leaves 
carefully to find all ripening fruit. Squash 
tastes best when it’s small.
   Tomato: If possible, let the fruit ripen on 

the vine for the sweetest flavor.

Strawberry tips
   Choose the strongest, largest plants to 
bear next year’s crop. Remove remaining 
plants, including runners. Fertilize and 
water regularly to yield an outstanding 
berry crop next year.
   Now is the time to replace early summer 
veggies with fall crops of broccoli, 
cabbage, and cauliflower. You can also 
plant salad fixings, like lettuce, beets, 
spinach, and radishes.
   Buy fall bulbs as soon as you spot 
autumn crocus in garden centers. You 
can plant these as soon as you get 
them. Spring-flowering bulbs can go in 
the ground after Labor Day. Late this 
month, lift and separate spring-flowering 
perennials and bulbs.
   Now through mid-September is the best 
time to establish a new lawn.
   Check tomato plants for green worms 
called tomato hornworms. If you spot 
worms covered with what looks like 
rice grains, leave them alone: Each “rice 
grain” is a cocoon of a predatory wasp, 
which feeds on the pest. Don’t worry—
they don’t sting humans.
   Yellow jackets and wasps are more 
active this time of year. Unless they are 
endangering an outdoor living area or 
your home’s structure, leave them alone. 
They also consume problem insects.
   Holes in leafy vegetables are likely the 
work of caterpillars.
   Check your corn for earworms that may 
infest it early.

Composting
   Last but not least, start a compost pile 
for garden and kitchen refuse. Remember 
to water compost throughout the summer 
to facilitate decomposition.
   Happy gardening!

Got a gardening question? Send it 
to Gladys for an answer! Call her at 
360.826.4848, or write to her at gsilrus@
frontier.com or 42002 Pine St., Concrete, 
WA 98237.

   Glen Echo Garden in Bellingham has 
completed three new gardens and wants to 
introduce them to the public.
   The Japanese Garden, the Sunken Fern 
and Moss Garden, and the Forest Garden 
are now included in the attraction’s 
seven acres of themed gardens. Lawns 
are surrounded by thousands of colorful 
flowers, and walkways lead visitors past 
fountains, ponds, and arches, and through 
natural old growth forest.
   Every Thursday evening during August 
and September from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
visitors may wander through the garden, 
with an open mic starting at 7 p.m. 
Special musical groups will be featured on 
some evenings.
   For more information, including hours 
of operation and driving directions, go to 
www.glenechogarden.com.

Jason Miller, a co-manager for the Angele Cupples Community Garden in Concrete, gives 
instructions to young students during a Summer Camp outing at the garden July 8. This group—
part of two to visit the garden that day—learned how to plant seeds to ensure germination. 
Summer Camp leaders brought the students to the garden several times in June and July, where 
they learned the history and components of the garden, as well as many other gardening tips. 
Photo by Marla Reed.

Summer Camp participants wave from the Children’s Garden within the Angele Cupples 
Community Garden in Concrete July 8. The Children’s Garden includes variously sized raised 
beds in which kids under 18 years old may garden for free. Other attractions within the space are 
brightly colored benches, more than 100 rocks that area children painted themselves, a “colored 
pencil” fence (see top photo), and a central bed planted with butterfly- and hummingbird-attracting 
plants, as well as a tuteur made of old fishing poles.

   Acme sisters Katie Clevenger and Sara 
Simmons will embark this month on a 
new experience. The two will travel to the 
Hotel Murano in Tacoma Aug. 8–11 for 
state finals of the National American Miss 
pageant.
   Clevenger, 18, and Simmons, 11, 
moved to Acme from Concrete about 
two years ago, and have never entered a 
pageant before. “It’s super exciting,” said 
Clevenger, who will compete in the 16–18 
age bracket, while Simmons will compete 
in the 10–13 bracket. At stake is possible 
scholarships, among other awards.
   The National American Miss 
organization bills its pageants as events 
that grow confidence in young women. 
Organizers refuse to be labeled as a 
“beauty pageant”; rather, they judge 
entrants in categories that aren’t the usual 
pageant line-up:

• Formal wear
• Personal introduction

• Interview
• Community involvement
   Communication is the driving force 
behind all the categories, according to 
the organization’s Web site, which also 
states that “braces, glasses, skin problems, 
varying heights, and many other 
conditions are all just part of being young. 
The judges are giving you scores based 
on where you are in life, just the way you 
are. What you need to concentrate on is 
doing your best and remembering to be 
positive.”
   No coaching or formal training is 
required to compete in the pageant, and 
there is no swimsuit competition. Judges 
are looking for contestants to “smile and 
do the best with what you have. If you can 
develop and apply this attitude now, it will 
benefit you your whole life.”
   For more information about the National 
American Miss pageant, go to www.
namiss.com.

—J. K. M.

Cargill employees presented a check for $5,000 to Community Action on June 26, after 
raising $2,500 in employee donations, matched by $2,500 from Cargill corporate, for the Skagit 
Food Distribution Center and bringing in 700 pounds of food during its May food drive. Cargill 
employees also plan to volunteer at the Food Distribution Center in the future. Photo submitted 
by Rita Ordóñez.

Sisters Katie Clevenger (above left) and Sara Simmons (right), former Concrete residents 
now living in Acme, will travel to Tacoma in August to compete in the state finals for the National 
American Miss pageant. With a little good fortune, one or both of them will make it through to the 
national competition in Hollywood. Submitted photos.

The pageant life for them
sinning human being. And the Apostle 
Paul tells me in 2 Corinthians 5:17, 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he 
is a new creature; old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new.”  
Because of Jesus Christ, “I believe in new 
beginnings.”
   What are the core principles that guide 
your life—your personal credo? Whether 
you have actually written it down or not, 
you have one. Everyone does. Just look 
and listen and you will see and hear their 
foundational belief system. And others 
will see and hear yours as well.
   Even though it’s summertime and no 
one wants homework when the sun is 
shining, may I encourage you to take on 
this particular assignment? It may very 
well be a new beginning for you.

Rob Thomas is pastor of Community Bible 
Church in Concrete.

Sunday School, cont. from p. 30
Bellingham
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Dwelleyisms
Wit from former 

Concrete Herald editor 
Charles M. Dwelley

   “All wit is not confined to the editorial 
columns. Best ‘wish I’d said it’ of the 
week comes from a lady commenting on 
the number of twins being born: ‘With 
things in the shape they are, the poor little 
kids are afraid to come into the world 
alone.’”
   “Secretary of Interior Douglas missed 
the quote of the week in turning down 
Hell’s Canyon Dam as a government 
project. He simply said, ‘no.’”
   “After listening to different news 
commentators in a single evening, you 
begin to understand that no matter what 
happens, you’ve been warned.”

—May 7, 1953

   “This week we’re mad about a dozen 
things, any one of which would make a 
half-column editorial, but we doubt if 
our wrath could match that of folks who 
would be disappointed if the news they 
turned in did not appear in print. So ... 
here’s news this week and we’ll keep an 
editorial or two hot until next week.”

—May 14, 1953

   “In the midst of announcing that they 
can find no way to cut taxes, Congress 
votes itself a whopping increase in pay, 
thereby proving the vague theory that the 
virtue of truth should be rewarded.”
   “Knowing what you are talking about 
is the best weapon in an argument. 
Surprising how many go into battle 
completely disarmed.”

—May 21, 1953

   “The good old northwest corner of the 
nation can’t help growing in population. 
No cyclones, no tornadoes, no bad floods, 
no excessive cold or heat. We just go 
along quietly being the best place in the 
world to live and raise a family. Heaven 
help us when the rest of the nation finds 
it out.”
   “Kindergarten levies had various fates in 
the past week’s elections. Some property 
owners balked at free babysitting at their 
expense.”

—May 28, 1953

Across
1. Donkeywork
5. Window type
10. “Love Will Find ___”
14. Puente ___
15. Winter wear
16. Radial, e.g.
17. Con escapes from the “City of 
Festivals”?
20. Demagogue, for short
21. Plays mind games
22. Exigencies
23. Aces, sometimes
24. ___ lox
26. Some are secret
29. Diminish
30. Carney, to pals
33. Medicinal balsam
34. Daring Sufi
35. Former French coin
36. Con escapes from the home of 
ESPN?
40. Before now
41. Defeat
42. Italian magistrate
43. Nevertheless
44. British cape
45. Grim Reaper prop
47. 2.54 centimeters

48. Chutzpah
49. Scandinavian currency
52. Greek letter
53. ___ de deux
56. Con escapes from resort 
peninsula?
60. Drone, e.g.
61. Tyrone ___, American boxer
62. American record label
63. Snoop Dogg song
64. Sock fabric
65. Kid brother, e.g.

Down
1. Pack (down)
2. Medley
3. Common contraction
4. Down and dirty
5. Works
6. Libertines
7. Chafes
8. Squeeze out
9. Police, with “the”
10. Addled
11. Owlish?
12. Bone-dry
13. Cravings
18. Bee, to Opie
19. Flip

23. ___ probandi
24. “___ Lunch”
25. Auricular
26. Safely distant
27. Deep valley
28. “The Hippopotamus” poet
29. Marriage announcement
30. English race place
31. ___ draft
32. Student getting one-on-one help
34. Kin
37. Dig
38. Powerful cartel
39. Romantic interlude (var.)
45. Shiny fabric
46. Attack with nails
47. Dickey
48. Bananas
49. Dole’s running mate, 1996
50. Shag rugs
51. Bribes
52. Murti
53. Corn ___
54. Song and dance, e.g.
55. “Laugh-In” segment
57. ___ system (re: blood)
58. Neither’s partner
59. Western Pacific island

Sudoku
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down, and each small 9-box square contains all of the numbers 
from one to nine.

*Solutions to both puzzles are on p. 39.

Crossword: “Escaped cons”

Funny as Facebook
   The following funnies were pulled verbatim from Facebook status updates in July.
• “Mom is sleep talking: 

   “Mom: ‘My answer is filibuster. It’s been filibuster the whole time.’ 
   “Dad: ‘What?’ 
   “Mom: ‘That’s my answer.’ 
   “Me: ‘That wasn’t the question.’ 
   “Mom: ‘What was the question?’ 
   “Me: ‘How many dogs does it take to screw in a lightbulb?’ 
   “Mom: *silence* 
   “Dad: ‘The question was how many dogs does it take to screw in a lightbulb? And you’re 
   going on with this filibuster crap. What’s the answer? 17?’ 
   “Mom: *silence* 
“And then we realized she was sleeping the whole time.”

• “Sometimes I’ll let fruit flies sit on my hand for a while as I move it around so it’s like 
they’re on a carnival ride. I’d want a giant to do me a solid like that sometimes.”

• “No, I didn’t read Cloud Atlas before watching the movie. 
“No, I did not know it was a love story. 
“Yes, I am bawling like a teenage girl at a Bieber concert. 
“No, I’m not emotional. 
“Yes, I am blaming the sangria.”

• “I feel all scandalous when I get a message past ten ... just my mother. Should’ve known.”
• “Four limbs, ten fingers, and ten toes. Besides some burns in strange places, I would say 

the fourth was a success.”
• “OK, God, it would be really nice if you could make it rain over my street now so the noisy 

people will take their party indoors and we can reopen the windows to cool the house 
down without choking on smoke. Thanks!”

Public Service Announcement By Stig Kristensen

Concrete Harold By Joyce Harris
Senior smiles
   A distraught senior citizen phoned 
her doctor’s office. “Is it true that the 
medication you prescribed has to 
be taken for the rest of my life?” she 
asked.
   “Yes, I’m afraid so,” the doctor said.
   There was a moment of silence 
before the senior woman replied, “I’m 
wondering, then, just how serious is my 
condition, because this prescription is 
marked ‘no refills.’”

   Two men—one old, one young—run 
into each other in a store. The old guy 
says to the young guy, “Sorry about 
that. I’m looking for my wife, and I 
wasn’t paying attention to where I was 
going.”
   The young guy says, “That’s OK, I’m 
looking for my wife too. I can’t find her, 
and I’m getting a little desperate.”
   The old guy says, “Well, maybe I can 
help you find her. What does she look 
like?”
   The young guy says, “Well, she’s 27 
years old, tall, with red hair, blue eyes, 
buxom, long legs, and she’s wearing 
short shorts. What does your wife look 
like?’
   The old guy says, “Doesn’t matter. 
Let’s look for yours.”
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Editor’s note: This is a monthly serialized 
story by award-winning author and 
playwright Nicola Pearson of Sauk City. 
Future installments will appear on this 
page each month during 2013 until the 
story is complete.

   Callum Lange pushed open the back 
door of the wilderness information center 
and sucked in a generous gulp of air like a 
fish surfacing from water. Had he lost his 
touch here or what? How come he hadn’t 
started by asking Martin French what time 
he went over to Haddock’s house?
   Come to that, why hadn’t he asked 
French where he was between midnight 
and 2 a.m., when the murder had taken 
place? In fact, why was it that he still 
hadn’t asked French that question? After 
all, it didn’t really matter what French was 
doing at 10:30 last night; it mattered what 
he was doing between midnight and 2. 
He could have visited Haddock at 8 p.m., 
let her push his buttons as he admitted 
she had, then gone home and planned her 
murder.
   Lange stepped forward, letting the door 
to the center close behind him. He walked 
toward a group of stout, big leaf maple 
trees. He could feel the heat of the day 
beating down on him, but at least out here 
he could breathe. If there was one thing 
he didn’t do well anymore, it was small, 
enclosed spaces. That was one of the 
reasons he’d settled on a 30-foot-diameter 
yurt pending his log home; a trailer would 
have felt oppressive.
   He stopped before he reached the trees, 
tipped his face up to the sun, and took 
three long, slow breaths, expanding his 
chest to full capacity with each one. Now 
that he thought about it, he should have 
taken that little tidbit of information 
Suleka dropped on him right back to the 
neighbor who was the source and asked 
him exactly what he saw last night at 
the Haddock house. If he saw somebody 
in a Park Service uniform standing on 
the porch at 10:30 p.m., then maybe he 
saw—or heard—a car pulling in between 
midnight and 2. Nighttime was usually 
very quiet in the Upper Skagit and the 
unexpected sound of a car door closing 
could set off dogs. Or maybe the neighbor 
happened to be up in the wee hours and, 
through a chance glance out his upstairs 
window, saw a figure moving across the 
pasture behind Haddock’s house. Lange 
sucked softly on the plastic bridge in his 

mouth, liberating a tiny section of wild 
dewberry from his morning snack. His 
taste buds tingled at the fruity sharpness 
and his stomach ached with the realization 
that the only things he’d eaten today were 
the tiny berries and a banana.
   Repressing his sudden hunger, he 
racked his brain to remember the 
word French had used. Galled, that 
was it. It galled Lange that he hadn’t 
thought of these questions sooner. But 
then he had presumed that Detective 
Deller’s underlings had canvassed the 
neighborhood. How come she didn’t 
mention what the neighbor saw? Lange 
shook his head from side to side; he could 
blame his shortcomings every which way, 
but the truth was he’d fallen prey to local 
gossip. And he should have remembered 
just how much the flavor of that gossip 
changed when it passed from mouth to 
mouth.
   Revitalized, Lange strode back toward 
the wilderness information center and 
tugged on the back door. It didn’t open. It 
must have locked automatically when he 
let it close behind him.
   He followed the building around to 
the front and pulled open the main entry 
door. Suleka was still in the visitor area, 
chatting amicably with the two young 
rangers, and now there were four hikers 
leaning over the 3-D map of the North 
Cascades. Lange strode the length of the 
counter to the left, hoping to slip out the 
door at the end of it before Suleka spotted 
him. He was eager to hear what she’d 
learned from Haddock’s co-workers, 
but he was also anxious to get back 
to the crime scene and find out what 
exactly people had seen and when. And 
he couldn’t do that until he had Martin 
French’s pants.
   Two paces from the door, he leaned 
forward to open it and was startled when 
it swung toward him, nearly knocking him 
in the face. Martin French stepped into 
the room. “Here you go,” the ranger said, 
holding out the pants he’d been wearing. 
Lange took them even though he was 
pretty sure testing them was moot at this 
point. “Did you happen to go fishing 
yesterday?” he asked the ranger.
   “I dipped my pole in Jackman Creek on 
the way home from work last night, yes.”
Lange nodded. That would explain it. 
“Well thanks,” he said, tucking the pants 
under his arm. “I doubt we’ll have these 
long.”

The Case of the Barking Dog, part 8
By Nicola Pearson

   French didn’t seem concerned. Moving 
like a man just freed from some time-
wasting banality, he bounced across the 
room toward the other rangers, passing 
Suleka, who was on her way over to 
Lange.
   The ex-detective acknowledged her with 
a quick flick of his eyebrows, but held off 
conversation by heading out to the Nissan. 
He was in the passenger seat, buckled up 
and ready to leave, when Suleka opened 
her door. She lifted a foot to climb in, then 
put it back down on the ground. “You 
know what?” she said, almost to herself. 
“I forgot to go to the bathroom with all 
that questioning.”
   Lange fixed on the clock on the dash of 
the Nissan. It was 1:33 already. “Don’t be 
long,” he snipped. “I want to get back and 
question the neighbor who spoke to Too 
Tall.”
   Suleka dropped her head and looked at 
him over her glasses. “I’ll be as long as it 
takes,” she informed him.
   Lange watched her walk away, then 
rolled down his window, slipped his 
tongue under the bridge in his mouth, 
and popped out his false teeth. His mind 
began to wander. He thought about what 
French had said, about the killer’s pain 
just beginning. He remembered a sapling 
silver fir tree that he’d rescued from an 
invasive noose of blackberries, only to 
have the tree nearly die on him post-
rescue. Maybe French had been right. 
Haddock had wound herself around 
somebody out there and now that she was 
gone, what would happen to that person? 
Lange hoped they wouldn’t have to wait 
to see who withered in order to find 
Haddock’s murderer.
   He thought about the seeds on the 
side of the couch. How long had they 
been there? Not more than the night 
he’d thought at first, but now that he 
had time to go over it, he realized that 
it depended on the temperature of the 
room and the position of that arm of the 
couch relative to the sun. That end of the 
couch was facing the kitchen, so there’d 
be no question of sun, but the room had 
definitely been warm. Too warm for the 
seeds to have stayed sticky for more than 
a few hours? He couldn’t be sure. He 
wondered if Frankie Deller had thought 
to ask the neighbor she was interrogating 
whether he’d been some place moist and 
shady last night. But then why would she? 
Lange hadn’t told her what he suspected 
because he hadn’t been sure, even though 
he knew it was a heck of a clue if his 
suspicion was right.
   He was startled by the sound of his 
phone ringing in his shirt pocket. He 
pulled it out and touched the answer 

button. “Yes?” he asked cautiously.
   “It’s Frankie Deller, Lange.”
   “How’d you get my cell phone 
number?”
   “I called the ranger station looking for 
you and Suleka gave it to me.”
   “Oh.” Such a simple explanation.
   “Did you find the murder weapon at the 
neighbor’s house?” he asked before Deller 
could continue.
   “Not hardly!” she scoffed. “I found 
plenty of knives and the guy told me I 
could take every one of them if I wanted, 
but he seemed way too gleeful about 
Haddock’s death to make me think he’d 
done it. Wanted to throw a party. Asked us 
if we’d like to have a drink, to celebrate. 
I think the only thing bringing him down 
was the fact he hadn’t been the one to do 
it.”
   “Well if it’s any consolation,” said 
Lange, “I don’t think Martin French did it 
either.”
   “No?”
   “No. He’s way too calm to have blood 
on his hands.”
   There was silence as they both 
contemplated where this left them now, 
then Deller jumped in. “Can you swing by 
and interview the kids from the fireworks 
party on the top of Sauk? Seems they 
became pretty tight-lipped at the sight of 
the uniforms on my deputies.”
   “But I wanted to—”
   “—question the other neighbor. I know. 
I’m on it.”
   Lange made a mental note not to tell 
Suleka everything. 
   “I’ll text you the address where the kids 
crashed after last night’s party. You might 
have more luck getting information out 
of them. And it’s on your way,” Deller 
added, then hung up.
   The driver’s side door opened and 
Suleka dropped into her seat. She threw 
her braid over her shoulder, slipped the 
keys into the ignition and started the 
Nissan. “Do I have some news for you,” 
she said out of the side of her mouth as 
she pulled on her seat belt and looked over 
her shoulder to back up.
   “Oh yes?” said Lange. His phone 
dinged the arrival of a text message and 
he glanced at the screen absently to see 
an address on Hwy. 20. He felt the Nissan 
move forward, circling the masonry island 
at the entrance to the compound. “You 
remember I want to go by the property 
where that old mule trail up Sauk comes 
out?” he muttered without looking up.
   “Uh huh,” Suleka agreed.
   There was something about her 
composure that made Lange sit up and 

See Barking Dog, p. 39

Classifieds
MOVIES & EVENTS AT THE

HISTORIC CONCRETE THEATRE
WEEKEND MOVIE SCHEDULE:
Fri., 7:30 p.m.; Sat., 5 and 7:30 p.m.; 
Sun., 4 p.m.  TICKETS:
$7 general admission, $9 balcony, 
$6 over 65/under 12
24-hour MovieLine: 360.941.0403
www.concrete-theatre.com

EMPLOYMENT
Tow truck driver. Part-time tow truck driver 
needed. Duties include cleaning and greasing of 
tow truck, lockouts, jump starts, tire changing, and 
impound lot upkeep. Will train. Dave’s Towing, 
360.853.7433.

FOR SALE
Wood-bricks firewood. Throw down your axe and 
saw. 100% wood bricks burn clean and hot. No more 

bugs, bark, or creosote. No more aching back. $220/
ton (90 / 22.5-lb bundles); $120/ 1/2 ton (45 / 22-lb. 
bundles). Fill up your car! Fill up your truck! Jump for 
joy—you’re in luck! Come in for your free sample. 
Pacific Rim Tonewoods, 38511 SR 20, Concrete. 
360.826.6101. Mon.–Thur., open 8 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Info 
at www.pacificrimtonewoods.com.

MUSIC LESSONS
Piano/organ lessons. Music is fun and healthy for 
you! All ages. (W.S.M.T.A.) 360.856.4938.

PROPERTY FOR SALE
ELK HABITAT WITH VIEW. 72 acres with creek — 
has four certified building lots — three with fantastic 
views of the Skagit River Valley at Lyman. Buy it all for 
$800,000. Terms. Call 360.826.3389.
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Crossword solution, from p. 37

Sudoku solution, from p. 37

Barking Dog, cont. from p. 38

pay attention. “What?” he encouraged.
   She cut her eyes toward him, looking 
smug. She paused as the Nissan bumped 
onto Ranger Station Road and the glare 
of the afternoon sunshine spilled through 
the windshield, momentarily blinding 
them, then announced, “Seems our murder 
victim, Ms. ‘I’m-so-perfect’ Dinah, had a 
lover.”

Concrete Community Childcare
Openings for 11 mos. – 12 yrs.

Mon. – Fri., 5 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Childcare subsidy available

360.661.5095
 
   25 years of experience and a degree in early 
education. Early Achiever-rated.
   Curriculum emphasizes essential and 
fundamental life skills like relationship building, 
sharing, teamwork, and problem solving. Our 
childcare is a place where childhood memories 
are made. Come bring your children and enjoy 
the in-home environment we provide.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TO WAVE BROADBAND CABLE TV CUSTOMERS IN CONCRETE, WA

   On, or shortly after, August 21, 2013, Wave Broadband cable TV customers in the Concrete service area 
will undergo changes to their channel line-up. These changes will be the result of a video system upgrade 
and channel line-up expansion, as part of the overall transition to Wave Broadband’s full video service. Over 
150 new channels will be added to new and existing channel tiers, including over 75 new HD channels. In 
addition to these new channels, Wave digital video customers will also receive new TV On Demand services 
and improved digital picture quality.
   The channel line-up expansion will also result in a few changes to existing channels. The current Limited 
Basic and Basic channel line-up tier (channels 2-61) will be moved to a digital format and will require a 
digital receiver or a television set with a built-in digital tuner to be viewed after August 21. New digital 
channels being added to the channel line-up will also be viewable with a digital receiver and subscription to 
the applicable tier.
   In addition, the following channel display numbers will be changing:

   CHANNEL   CURRENT NUMBER   NEW NUMBER
      TCM                 307             67
      GSN                 308           494
      Style Network                311           495
      The Hub                329           407
      Investigation Discovery               331             66
      LMN                 372           327
      ShopNBC                393             97
      Bloomberg                420           496
      ESPNews                441           510
      Golf Channel                445           514
      FCS Atlantic                450           517
      FCS Central                451           518
      FCS Pacific                452           519
      FOX Soccer                453           520
      NBC Sports Network               455           521
      Outdoor Channel                456           524
      FOX Sports 1 (SPEED)               457           525
      GAC                 477             50
      TBN                 480             68
      The World Network               485           333
      FX Movie Channel               490           339

   Customers will receive more information in the mail regarding these changes and equipment options. In 
addition, customers will also receive information regarding new channels and services coming soon. Please 
call 1.866.928.3123 for additional questions. Thank you for choosing Wave.

SERVICES
Eagles In Flight Motorcycle Sales and Service / Sissy 
Bar. 360.853.7000.
Gladys’ Upholstery Shop. Quality work, reasonable 
prices. 360.826.4848.
Headstones. Traditional & One-Of-A-Kind. 
TODD’S MONUMENTS, 360.708.0403.
www.toddsmonuments.com.

Editor, cont. from p. 2

LOCAL HISTORIAN SEEKS OBSCURE ITEMS 
that relate to Skagit County history, especially the 
Upper Skagit Valley. These include: back issues 
of Concrete Herald and Sedro-Woolley Courier-
Times, early phone books, Polk’s Directories, 
Wells Index, Metzger Maps, Concrete and 
Hamilton High School Annuals (class photos of 
all early upriver schools), postcards, books, and 
pictures and histories of the area and families. If 
you are not willing to sell items (I guarantee I will 
not resell them), I can copy or scan on sight. A 
book to benefit the Concrete Heritage Museum 
is in the planning stage. Call me to set up 
interview of your family history. As a genealogist, 
I will share anything I might have on your 
ancestor or that I can find. Contact Dan Royal at 
360.826.6141 or dmoroyal@earthlink.net.

adapt to it. They use handtrucks and 
machines that look like miniature 
tanks to transport goods up the steep 
slopes to residences. They allow only 
miniaturized versions of garbage 
trucks and delivery vans into the town 
centers. Older citizens take their time 
navigating the hills. They cater to a 
specific type of tourist; they don’t try 
to be everything to everyone. (If you 
like to be pampered and walk only on 
level surfaces, the Cinque Terre is not 
for you. I lost five lbs. in eight days.)

• During the tourist season, the 
restaurants coordinate their schedules 
so that no two restaurants are closed 
on the same day of the week.

• Most of the vineyards, olive trees, 
and citrus orchards have been in the 
same families for decades, sometimes 
centuries. Terrace maintenance, 
growing tactics, harvesting, and 
processing methods are taught to each 
new generation.

• Historic structures are treated as 
an asset, not a liability. They are 
recognized for what they are: tourist 
magnets that document each village’s 
history.

   Which of these principles might our 
Upper Valley towns borrow and calibrate 
for our regional and cultural needs?

—J. K. M.
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