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July events kick off summer
   Summer is finally here, bringing a slew 
of community festivals to the Upper 
Valley.

Lyman Car & Craft Show
   Lyman kicks off the month with its 
biggest event, the Lyman Car & Craft 
Show on July 7. Cars will start rolling 
into town and lining up on S. Main St. at 
8 a.m., which is when Lyman Tavern will 
begin serving breakfast.
   “We’re expecting a whole lot of cars this 
year,” said booth coordinator Sonja Haigh.
   The car show seems to break records 

every year, with well over 100 cars lining 
the town’s main drag. The vehicles are 
loosely organized, making it easy for 
visitors to slowly stroll through and linger 
over their favorites.
   Car owners who wish to show off their 
babies can register on the day of the event 
or by sending their $15 registration fee to 
Sonja Haigh at P.O. Box 1363, Lyman, 
WA 98263. Call 360.826.4906 for details.
      In its 12th year, the annual car show 
added a crafts component in 2009. 

See Events, p. 6



Editorial
A pivotal point for the Superior Bldg.
   During the regular Concrete Town Council meeting on June 25, a surprising and 
disappointing thing happened. After more than three years of what Superior Building 
proponents have interpreted as support for its adaptive reuse, three councilmembers 
started singing a different tune.
   The catalyst for the discussion came from a resolution drafted by Concrete Town 
Planner Jeroldine Hallberg and the Historical Preservation and Landmarks Commission, 
and set before the council for its review and approval. The resolution would have 
formally accepted the feasibility report on the building’s structural stability provided 
to the town by Seattle-based The Johnson Partnership. It also would have kicked off a 
fundraising effort to pay for securing the roof with a permanent replacement.
   What followed was a 180-degree shift of intentions among three council members, 
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Opinion

Letters policy
Letters of 200 words or fewer may be e-mailed 
to letters@concrete-herald.com or sent to 
Concrete Herald, P.O. Box 682, Concrete, WA 
98237. Writers must include their name and town 
or community for publication, plus a daytime 
telephone number for confirmation purposes. 
Concrete Herald reserves the right to edit letters 
for length, clarity, accuracy, spelling, grammar, 
and potentially libelous statements. So be nice.

Letters to the editor
Archuletta bids farewell
   It is with great sadness that I will be 
leaving Concrete and an amazing group 
of people. After many conversations 
and much consideration, I ultimately 
feel that it is time for me to move on.  
Looking back over the last four years, 
we’ve accomplished so much and created 
something truly wonderful. With the tools 
you have been given, you will be able to 
stand on your own and continue to create 
positive things in your community.
   Margaret Mead said, “Never under-
estimate the power of a small group of 
committed people to change the world”; 
you have shown this to be true time and 
time again.
   I truly appreciate all that you have 
done for me. I have a deep affection for 
Concrete, and there will always be a place 
in my heart for you and your community.
   It has been my pleasure and honor to 
have worked with you. In closing, I offer a 
poem by Rainer Maria Rilke, written more 
than a century ago:
   You must give birth to your images.
   Fear not the strangeness you feel.
   The future must enter you ...
   Long before it happens.
   I wish you well. Go forward and do 
wonderful and great things!

Rick Archuletta
Arlington

Main Street painting project: 
Setting the record straight
   I have gotten some negative feedback 
that indicates there is some confusion 
about the painting project currently under 
way in Concrete Town Center. I’d like to 
clarify some issues that have been raised.
• The power washing, repairing, and 

painting of the storefronts on Main 
Street is a shred-off of the bigger 
vision of revitalizing Main Street, 

www.concrete-herald.com
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Corrections
   The June issue inaccurately attributed a 
salmon donation for the June 10 salmon 
barbecue hosted by Concrete American 
Legion to the Upper Skagit Tribe. The 
Swinomish Tribe donated the salmon for 
that event, which was held in honor of  
Wounded Warriors in Action.
   Ralph Prisel’s last name was misspelled 
in the June issue. Concrete Herald regrets 
the errors.

See Editorial, p. 39

and is an independent effort by 
volunteers. It is not sponsored by the 
town or anyone else.

• All the property owners are choosing 
their own colors and paint schemes.

• All the property owners are paying 
for the materials to do their respective 
buildings. No donations of any sort 
have been solicited or accepted at this 
point.

• This is not a “free ride” for the 
business owners. I see this effort as a 
thank-you for the businesses that still 
struggle to exist on Main Street.

• The volunteers have no hidden 
motives, but are simply interested in 
investing some time and effort toward 
the betterment of the community in 
which they live.

John Boggs
Concrete

   If you’ve been to Concrete Town Center 
recently, you might have noticed a marked 
change in the appearance of the buildings 
along the south side of Main Street.
   Those brand-new coats of paint are 
largely because of a small band of local 
volunteers who decided to make an effort 
to help any interested business or building 
owner spruce up their building’s exterior.
   The men are Robert McWilliams, John 
Boggs, Bill Sullivan, Jim Hillman, and 
Adolph Nieshe—all locals who simply 
want to do what they can to improve the 
town center’s streetscape.
   In May they began an effort to power 
wash most of the buildings along the 
south side of Main Street. John Boggs 
has since been patching, prepping, and 
priming the buildings. And in June, 
McWilliams—a painter and artist—began 
doing what he does best: layering on color 
schemes according to the wishes of the 
buildings’ owners.
   So far, the Concrete Food Bank and The 
Washington Cafe and Bakery buildings 
are all but finished. The group is working 
with the Concrete Legion and Baker River 
Trading Post building owners to select 
their color schemes. The Concrete Drug 
Store building—which most recently 
housed the Eagles Club—is in line for a 
paint job too, as soon as Boggs finishes 
patching up its cornice and dentils, which 
were badly cracked and crumbled in spots.

Above left: Volunteer painter Robert McWilliams (left) and Bill Sullivan talk with John 
Boggs (on ladder) as he works to repair the old Eagles building’s damaged facade. 
Above right: McWilliams paints the trim on The Washington Cafe & Bakery.

Main Street Painting 
Project begins to 
show results

Explore the 
Baker River
with Puget Sound Energy

Enjoy a free tour of the Baker River Hydroelectric Project

Make your reservation now to tour Puget Sound Energy’s largest hydropower 
operation, located in the beautiful, mountain-rimmed Baker River Valley near 
Concrete. And while you’re in Concrete, take in the annual Cement City Street 
Fair and Fly-In!

When: Saturday, July 28 – tour buses depart 9:30 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m. and 
noon. The tour lasts approximately 3 hours. 

Where: Check-in / bus departure from Concrete Public Schools, 7830 S. 
Superior Ave., Concrete

What: Tour stops include:

•	 PSE’s Baker River Visitor Center, for hydro-project overview
•	 Overlook of Lower Baker Dam and new powerhouse construction
•	 PSE’s upstream fish trap (for adult fish) 
•	 Upper Baker Dam and floating surface collector (for juvenile fish)
•	 Baker River fish hatchery and sockeye spawning beds

For reservations:

•	 Phone: 360-766-5656
•	 E-mail: tours@PSE.com
•	 In person: PSE Skagit Service Center, 1660 Park Lane, Burlington
•	 Limited availability, reservations required

Please note: Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. Buses are not 
wheelchair-accessible; tour participants with limited mobility are encouraged to 
bring a friend or relative to assist getting on and off of the bus.

Stay connected to PSE
PSE.COM/SKAGITCOUNTY

GOLD NUGGET JEWELRY & LOAN  
Darrington & East Skagit Valleys ONLY Pawn Shop 

We  BUY , SELL, & LOAN 

NOW OPEN Second Floor Thrift Store 
Fridays—Saturdays—Sundays throughout the summer! 

Located at the 4-Way stop on Hwy 530 &  
Mt. Loop Hwy in Darrington    360-436-1029     

Pawn Shop Summer Hours : Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat-Sun 10-5   
Web Site: GoldNuggetPawnShop.com  

Check out our Weekly Specials on facebook!  

See Letters, p. 38

915 Moore Street, Sedro Woolley • 360.856.6567 

Not available for
 home delivery
Limit 1 Coupon

off per gallon

ProPane
Tank & Bottle Filling50¢

Hurry in, coupon valid only till
July 31tH, 2012

And the building between the food bank 
and Legion hall, owned by Roger Kindler 
of Sedro-Woolley, recently got a fresh 
coat of paint inside and out by members 
of Upper Room Fellowship, a faith-based 
organization that moved in July 1.
   The response to the group’s efforts 
has been overwhelmingly positive, 
said Melissa Swanberg, who owns The 
Washington Cafe and Bakery with her 
husband, Mike.
   “Guests have said Concrete hasn’t 
looked this good in years. We greatly 
appreciate all the time, effort, and energy 
so lovingly given to our cafe and the 
Concrete business community,” she said.

—J. K. M.

Volunteer John Boggs applies a cement 
paste to the edge of the cornice on the old 
Eagles building facade. Boggs also plans 
to repair several crumbling dentils (the 
boxy protrusion near his left hand) before 
Robert McWilliams paints the building.
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Council summary
   Concrete Town Council met for regular 
meetings June 11 and 25. Following are 
summaries of those meetings. Complete 
minutes for every council meeting are 
posted on the town’s Web site at www.
townofconcrete.com/cminutes.php.

June 11
• Concrete resident James Trantham 

spoke during the public participation 
portion of the meeting, regarding 
some trees that form a property line 
border between his property and the 
property to the west. He stated that 
about five years ago, the trees were 
removed and a mess was left, which 
attracts mice. He further stated the 
pitch from the trees has also dropped 
onto his truck and ruined its paint. 
He wanted to have his truck fixed, 
and believed the town should do 
something about the issue. 
   Councilmembers Marla Reed and 
Jack Mears stated they thought this 
issue was resolved five or six years 
ago. It was stated that a certain 
amount of the trees were supposed 
to be removed, which is what they 
believed had been done. 
   Trantham stated that only half of 
the trees were actually removed. 
He stated that Jack Billman never 
finished the work. 
   Councilmember Jason Miller 
said that this is a civil issue and not 
something for the council to address.  
   Trantham stated that nobody on the 
council is worth anything and they do 
not want to do anything for anybody. 
He left the building while using 
profanity and slammed the door on 
his way out. 
   Discussion ensued regarding the 
tree removal that occurred years ago. 
Reed stated that when former mayor 
Billman did the tree removal, he did 
not do it as the mayor representing 
the town, but rather as a private 
citizen, since that was his line of 
work. In no way was the town 
formally involved. She also stated the 
two parties involved had agreed on 
the previous course of action. 
   Audience member Evalyn 
Goeringer (whose property borders 
Trantham’s to the west) stated that 
she thought this issue was resolved. 
She said she believed that Jack 
Billman had cut down all the trees 
that the Tranthams had wanted cut 
down. She stated the Tranthams were 
the ones who wanted the trees planted 
to begin with. 

• Mayor Judd Wilson reported on the 
dog attack that had occurred about 10 
days prior, and the confusion between 
who was supposed to respond, the 
town or the Sheriff’s Department. 
Wilson stated the town is now 
working with the Sheriff on making 
the town’s dog bite ordinances part of 
the Sheriff’s contract so they will be 
able to enforce that ordinance. Wilson 
also reported there is a difference 
between a dog bite and a dog attack. 
He stated the Sheriff’s deputies will 
now handle any dog bite.

• Discussion ensued over what to do 
with the burned residence at 45501 
Main St.—the former Herrera 
residence. Town Attorney David Day 
said he’d spoken with Philip Moran at 
Columbia Bank and he (Day) would 
encourage anyone who is interested 
in purchasing the house and property 
to contact Moran and proceed with 
a short sale or make an offer. Day 
stated this is still an option if there 
is anyone interested in purchasing 
the property. David reported if there 
is not a buyer for the property, the 
town must proceed with a nuisance 
enforcement, which could run to 
$20,000 by the time the property is 
purchased and the building demolished.

• The Sewer Fund—an enterprise 
budget item—continues to show signs 
of faltering in the long term. Andrea 
Fichter stated she had not received a 
response from Puget Sound Energy 
since the official letter requesting 
funds for the Sewer Fund that was 
mailed some time ago. She stated that 
she could write another letter if the 
council thought that would be helpful. 
She stated that without these funds 
the town will have to raise sewer 
rates. She also stated the town will 
first have to hold a public hearing on 
this issue. 
   It was the consensus of the council 
to schedule the public hearing for 
July 23.

May 29
• Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg 

presented a resolution for approval. 
The resolution would accept the 
feasibility study issued by Larry 
Johnson of The Johnson Partnership 
for the Superior Building and enable 
the community to begin seeking 
funding for the restoration of the 
building; specifically, a permanent 
roof as a starting point. She also 
stated the restoration of this building 
was the second priority of the 

See Council, p. 39

   June, July, and August road projects in 
Concrete will shore up potential problem 
areas and make travel lanes safer for folks 
on foot and behind the wheel.

Superior sidewalk
   As part of the national Safe Routes to 
School initiative, a 350-foot-long sidewalk, 
curb, and gutter is being installed along the 
east edge of Superior Ave. S. on the north 
and south stretches flanking the Concrete 
High School “overpass.”
   In order to create this pedestrian 
connectivity, the old concrete “rocks” 
that originally bordered the street had to 
be removed and are being replaced with 
a concrete-block retaining wall. The new 
blocks will border the sidewalk on the north 
and south sides of the overpass.
   The project also calls for adding energy-
efficient lighting under the overpass and 
replacing some lower-efficiency lighting 
with high-efficiency fixtures.
   Crews began work on the project on 
June 20 and expect to complete it by July 
23, according to engineer Jim Hobbs with 
Burlington-based Ravnik & Associates, 

whose firm is overseeing the project.
   The Superior sidewalk project is funded 
in part by a Transportation Improvement 
Board (TIB) grant for $381,135, which 
Town of Concrete secured last November. 
The total cost of the project is estimated 
at $401,196, leaving $20,061 for the town 
to cover.

Main Street reconstruction
   Complete reconstruction of Main Street 
from Cupples Alley west to Superior Ave. is 
planned for late summer, with construction 
to begin on Aug. 20, immediately following 
Cascade Days.
   Two 12-foot-wide vehicle travel lanes, 
plus south-side curb and gutter, planter 
strip, and sidewalk are planned, as well 
as elements that bring the sidewalk 
into compliance with Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations. 
Engineers also will plan for the proposed 
Public Safety Building to be constructed 
on the west side of the Superior Building, 
and the planned public restrooms, which 
will be part of a multipurpose building 
sited in the northeast corner of the 

GROCERIES / PRODUCE / MEAT
	 •	 Fishing	Tackle	&	Licenses	
	 •	 24-Hour	Ice
	 •	 LOTTO	&	Cash	Machine
	 •	 Western	Union
	 •	 Copies	/	FAX	Service
	 •	 Movie	Rentals

Take-Out from our Deli!
Hot	Dogs	-	BBQ	Roasted	Chicken	-	Pizza

Monday	thru	Saturday	|	9	AM	-	8	PM
Sunday	|	10	AM	-	6	PM

44546	State	Route	20,	Concrete
360.853.8540 | FAX 360.853.8208

www.redapplemarkets.com

   More  

Than Just 

Great   

        Pizza!
Lasagna  H  Salads  H  Beer

Sandwiches H Homemade Soups

Espresso  H  Baked Goods

360-853-7227

DELivEry  

AvAiLABLE

5-8 p.m.

Tues-Sat 11-9 Sun 2-8

Workers move a Redi-Rock concrete retaining-wall block into place July 2 along the east 
edge of Superior Ave. S. at Concrete High School. Each block weighs about 3,000 lbs. 
The new retaining wall is a necessary component of the main reason for the project: 
adding a sidewalk along the wall’s base to create an off-street option for students on foot 
to walk down Superior Ave. South.

Summer road projects aim to 
repair, increase safety

www.ColumbiaBank.com    Member FDIC    Equal Housing Lender

Concrete Branch  
360-853-8171
45872 Main Street

Burlington Branch  
360-757-0100
723 Haggen Drive 

Join us Wednesday, July 11, 2012

12:00 pm  — 5:00 pm Refreshments available at our 
 Burlington and Concrete branches 
 

6:00 pm  — 7:30 pm    Business Banking Seminar Series
 Banking. How did we get here and where are we going?

 Burlington Branch  723 Haggen Drive 
 Please RSVP:  360-853-8171   

Columbia Customer Appreciation Day

community garden.
   The Main Street reconstruction project 
is funded in part by a TIB grant for 
$963,410. The total cost of the project is 
estimated at $1,014,747, leaving the town 
to pay $51,337.

Burpee Hill Road permanent repairs
   A long-term fix to Burpee Hill Road has 
been in the works for more than a year, 
since two separate slides caused slumping 
in the roadway just inside town limits in 
January 2011. Succumbing to excessive 
soil saturation, a 160-foot stretch of 
road subsided 4 to 6 inches, causing the 
pavement to fracture on either end.
   Town of Concrete closed the road for 
six weeks while county crews repaired the 
roadway. Earlier this year, temporary water-
management measures were installed.
   In July, town engineering firm Reichhardt 
& Ebe will advertise for a contractor to 
complete the next task: digging out the 
15-foot-thick layer of sandy soil that lies 
on top of a more sturdy clay base beneath 
the roadway, replacing the sandy layer 
with varying sizes of rock and gravel, and 
rebuilding the road surface. Disaster funding 
from FEMA is being sought to pay for the 
more extensive work.
   During Concrete Town Council meetings, 
engineer Cody Hart has stated that one lane 
of traffic likely will be open during most of 
the construction process, but the road will 
have to be closed entirely for at least one 
week at some point. Complete closure is a 
point of concern for Concrete businesses.

—J. K. M.

Parks Committee 
seeks new members
   Concrete Parks Committee is seeking 
new members to replenish its ranks.
   The committee serves as an advisory 
body to Concrete Town Council, aiding 
the town in planning and beautifying its 
existing parks and open spaces. The group 
meets on the second Monday of each month, 
at 6:15 p.m. at Concrete Town Hall.
   For more information, contact Jason 
Miller, chair, at 360.853.8213 or 
goodwords@frontier.com.

July meetings to 
discuss sewer rates, 
EMS levy
   A public hearing regarding sewer rates 
in Town of Concrete and the perceived 
need to raise them will be held Mon., July 
23, during the Concrete Town Council’s 
regular meeting at 7 p.m. The meeting 
will be held at Town Hall, 45672 Main 
St., Concrete. For more information, call 
Town Hall at 360.853.8401.
   A meeting to discuss the levy proposed 
by the Skagit County EMS Commission 
will be held Thur., July 12, at 6 p.m. 
at Concrete Center. The format will be 
casual, with time given for questions and 
answers. For more information, go to 
www.skagitems.com.
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By J. K. M.

   “Pancakes for Kids,” a Sedro-Woolley 
Schools Foundation Fundraiser, will be 
held Wed., July 4, from 6:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
at the Sedro-Woolley Senior Center, 715 
Pacific Street (next to library). Enter from 
Pacific and State Streets.
   Admission to the benefit is a $5 donation 
per person. All proceeds go toward Sedro-
Woolley School District student-related 
projects, equipment, and materials. For 
more information, call 360.855.3594. 

Haigh said this year’s booths will have 
something for every family member.
   Look for jewelry, doughnuts, airbrush 
tattoos, free sno-cones and popcorn from 
Lyman Church, gifts from All-Valley 
Storage & Gifts, the Les Schwab pitching 
speed truck, folding camp tables, purses 
made from cat food bags (yes, you read 
that right), baby items, and more. A henna 
body artist who’s been at the show from 
the start will return too.
   The Lyman Car & Craft Show raises 
money for the Lyman Park & Cemetery 
Fund for maintenance and improvements 
to those in-town amenities, which are not 
supported by taxes. All proceeds from 
the registrations to a 50/50 raffle, general 
raffle, silent auction, and t-shirt sales go to 
the cause.
   With outdoor music, a food court, and of 
course shining cars and fun craft booths, 
the Lyman Car & Craft Show should be a 
popular destination on July 7.

Concrete Youth Activity Day
   This year’s youth activity day—free to 
all comers—is scheduled for Thur., July 
19, from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Silo Park 
and Veterans Memorial Park in Concrete.
   Sponsored by Skagit County 
Community Services and Puget Sound 
Energy, the event includes resource and 
activity booths with information and fun 
distractions for parents and kids. A check-
point game keeps everyone engaged and 
visiting as many booths as possible.
   Other attractions include a bounce 
house, live music from 12:30 to 2 
p.m., the always-popular skateboard 
competition and field games from 2 to 
3:30 p.m., and live music from 3 to 4 p.m.
   Hamburgers, hot dogs, and drinks will 
be served from 1 to 2:30 p.m., courtesy of 
Concrete Lions Club members. Ice cream 
will be available from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.
   Attendees will want to stick around for 

  Skagit Valley Hospital, part of Skagit Regional 
Health, is proud to announce it is ranked 
by HealthGrades® as a top 100 hospital in 
Orthopedic Surgery, Joint Replacement and 
Prostatectomy! HealthGrades is a recognized 
expert in measuring health care quality.
  Skagit Valley Hospital has consistently 
been honored in Orthopedics and Joint 

Replacement. To be named among the top 
100 hospitals is a tribute to each physician, 
nurse and staff member who work to provide 
exceptional care for patients and their families.  
  Congratulations to our teams and everyone 
here at Skagit Valley Hospital for these great 
achievements!

Skagit Valley Hospital Nationally Ranked 100 Best!
Orthopedic Surgery, Joint Replacement and Prostatectomy

     More HealthGrades® Awards Prove Patients First!

          Hospitals Award!Top100

www.skagitregionalhealth.orgTo find out more about these and other services at Skagit Regional Health, please call 360-814-2424

 For more information about HealthGrades®, the 
leading independent health care ratings organization, 

visit www.healthgrades.com.

Skagit Regional Health: Patients First

Events, cont. from p. 1

July events
at a glance

Lyman Car & Craft Show
Sat., July 7, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
S. Main St., Lyman
360.826.4906

Concrete Youth Activity Day
Thur., July 19, 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Silo Park, Veterans Memorial Park, 
Concrete
360.399.6471 or 360.770.4125
chriswk@co.skagit.wa.us or
joelenem@co.skagit.wa.us

Concrete North Cascades 
Vintage Fly-In
Fri.–Sun., July 27–29
Mears Field, Concrete
Friday: Early arrivals
Saturday: Dawn to dusk
Sunday: Departures throughout day
http://skagitaero.com/calendar/
concrete-north-cascades-fly-in

Cement City Street Fair
Sat., July 28, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Concrete Town Center
360.856.7615
events@unitedgeneral.org
www.unitedgeneral.org

the Awards ceremony and raffle drawings 
at 4 p.m. (must be present to win).
   At dusk, the party moves to Veterans 
Memorial Park, across from the Resource 
Center on Main Street, for a free family 
movie. Popcorn and water will be 
provided at the showing.
   In its fifth year, Concrete Youth Activity 
Day’s growing attendance demonstrates 
its popularity among all family members. 
It’s an afternoon of fun and valuable 
information for everyone, and the price is 
right (free, remember?).

Concrete North Cascades
Vintage Fly-In
   Smaller planes of all makes and vintages 
once again will land at Mears Field in 
Concrete for three days of supercharged 
fun. In its 29th year, the fly-in has grown 
into one of the premier events for vintage, 
classic, and antique airplane enthusiasts.
   The three-day event runs from July 
27–29, with early arrivals landing on the 
first day, Friday.
   Traditionally the most popular day to 
visit, Saturday begins with a breakfast 
served from 7 to 11 a.m. at Concrete High 
School across the street from the airport. 
Food vendors will be available at the 
airport for meals and snacks throughout 
the day.
   Judging of the planes also will take 
place throughout Saturday. Visitors 
are invited to stroll among the parked 
planes, which will be parked in a more 
consolidated fashion this year because 
event organizers expect an even higher 
number of participants.
   Visitors are reminded to exercise caution 
at the fly-in: Stay well clear of the runway.

Cement City Street Fair
   Billed as “healthy summer fun,” the fifth 
annual Cement City Street Fair returns to 
Concrete Town Center for another round 
of targeted entertainment.
   Sponsored by United General Hospital, 
in partnership with the Concrete Chamber 
of Commerce and local businesses, 
the street fair is “our way of reaching 
out and meeting people,” said Valerie 
Stafford, director of communications and 
development at United General. “We like 
bringing healthy resources to Concrete 
and we enjoy the partnership with the 
Concrete Chamber and local businesses.”
   The fun begins at 8 a.m. with the Cinder 
Shins 5K Fun Run, sponsored by Concrete 
Herald (see ad, p. 9).
   At 9 a.m., Encore Fitness will present 
a Zumba workout on Main Street, with 
everyone encouraged to join in. Zumba is 
a Latin-based dance workout for people of 
all fitness levels.

   Throughout the day, a variety of health 
and fitness screenings and resources will 
be provided by United General, including 
blood pressure checks and lung testing. 
Main Street will be lined with arts and 
crafts booths and sales tables.
   KSVU 90.1 FM will broadcast live 
from the event, with volunteers on hand to 
share information about the new station.
   A Motorcycle Show sponsored by 
Eagles in Flight is open to bikes of all 
makes and models. Check-in is required 
by noon, with judging taking place at 1 p.m. 
   “Touch a Truck” is a new feature at this 
year’s event. Children will have a hands-
on opportunity to explore a variety of 
vehicles, which may include fire trucks, 
utility trucks, construction trucks, police 
cars, and tractors. Children will be invited 
to touch the vehicles, climb in, and learn 
about them and the people who use them 
every day.
   For kids on wheels, there will be a bike 
rodeo, and Safe Kids Skagit also will 
offer bike helmet fitting. Other children’s 
activities include bubble play, chalk art, 
and face painting.
   Music will be provided by Marcia 
Kester, singer/guitarist from Mount 
Vernon, and singer Dave Chapman (The 
Midnight Son), from Concrete.
   Free films can be viewed throughout 
the day at Concrete Theatre, featuring 
54 “bite-sized movies” about food. The 
short films and video clips focus on farm 
to fork, food and community, edible 
education, and healthful cooking. 
   More information about the event is 
at www.unitedgeneral.org. Applications 
for hosting an activity or booth are being 
accepted until 5 p.m. on July 16. For more 
information or to request an application, 
contact Meredith McIlmoyle at United 
General Hospital at 360.856.7615 or 
events@unitedgeneral.org.

PSE free tours
   Running concurrently with the fly-in and 
street fair on Sat., July 28, Puget Sound 
Energy will provide free public tours of its 
Baker River Hydroelectric Project in and 
near Concrete.
   Travelling by bus from Concrete 
(loading/unloading at Concrete High 
School near the airport), tour participants 
will make stops at both of PSE’s large 
Baker River dams. They’ll also visit the 
utility’s extensive facilities for boosting 
the river’s salmon runs.
   Tour reservations are required 
and availability is limited. For more 
information or to book a reservation, call 
PSE at 360.766.5656 or send an e-mail to 
tours@pse.com. See also the ad on p. 3.

—J. K. M.Mon. - Sat. 10:30 - 6, Sun. 11 - 4

Northwest’s Finest Seafood

360.707.CRAB (2722)

Toll-free: 866.707.2722

Dungeness Crab sandwiches, halibut or prawn 
tacos, Washington’s best oyster burgers,  

homemade clam chowder, oyster shooters.

18042 Highway 20, Burlington, WA 98233

Local Puget Sound Shrimp Daily!

Dungeness Crab ~ Oysters ~ Fresh Fish ~ Mussels 
Shrimp ~ Scallops  ~ Clams ~ Smoked Fish
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Sports

Athletes of the Month for April
are Jonnie Rohweder and Andy Freeman

   Sophomore Jonnie Rohweder proved to be a boon for the Concrete fastpitch 
team this year. “Jonnie stepped up [in April] by producing offensively both at the 
plate and on the basepaths,” said Head Coach Britt Howell. “Her hard work and 
dedication really showed.” Rohweder was given an honorable mention for the 
Second Team All-League and also was named Offensive MVP.
   Sophomore Andy Freeman played first base for the Concrete Lions baseball 
team, showing marked end-of-season improvement. “His offensive production 
at the plate improved tremendously in the last month,” said Head Coach Jim 
Newby. “He ended up hitting over .300.”

Athletes of the Month for May
are Thea O’Brien and Jordan Clontz

  Senior Thea O’Brien was the kind of track athlete every coach dreams of. 
Concentrating in the 4x100m relay, 200m, and 100m hurdles, O’Brien was 
nonetheless willing to do more. “She was constantly placing in all of her 
events, but she was ready and able to fill in in any event,” said Coach Matthew 
Williams. “She was an exceptional leader—team-oriented and willing to put 
the team first in every aspect. An all-around hard worker.” O’Brien won the 
Coaches’ Award with Hayden Holbrook this year, and also was named “Ms. 
Encore” by her coaches, because they would have loved to have had her back 
for another season.
   Jordan Clontz finished out his senior year strong as right fielder for the Lions’ 
baseball team. “He matured a ton from last year,” said Head Coach Jim Newby. 
“He ended up hitting over .400, and last year I don’t think he quite got to .300. 
He was vastly improved at the plate.” Clontz took home the Coaches’ Award at 
season’s end this year, and was named to the All-League First Team Outfield.

   Rohweder, Freeman, O’Brien, and Clontz were selected by Concrete 
Lions Booster Club members for their leadership, being team players, and 
demonstrating sportsmanship and character.

At h l e t e s  o f  t h e  M o n t h :
A p r i l

  Saturday, July 28

8 a.m. in Concrete

To register, e-mail your name,  

mailing address, and phone number 

to editor@concrete-herald.com or 

call 360.853.8213.

It’s FREE!  
It’s HEALTHFUL!  
It’s FUN for the 
whole family!

A waiver and race details will be e-mailed or snail-mailed to you.  
You must return the waiver to Concrete Herald by July 23 to be eligible to race.

At h l e t e s  o f  t h e  M o n t h :
M ay

Jonnie Rohweder Andy Freeman Thea O’Brien Jordan Clontz

Targeted. Five thousand copies 
circulate through Whatcom, Skagit, and 
Snohomish Counties every month,  
reaching an untapped market of readers, 
many of whom say they read only  
Concrete Herald. 

Smart. Concrete Herald keeps your 
ad in front of readers’ eyes for three to 
four weeks per placement. 

Flexible. A variety of options ac-
commodate your goals and budget. Ad 
design services also are available.

“Our ads in Concrete 
Herald help us reach 

out to the community 
with health information 

and hospital news. I 
know it works, because 

I get calls and e-mails 
from Concrete Herald 

readers.”

~ Valerie Stafford 
communications director
United General Hospital,  

Sedro-Woolley

Darrington Hall of Fame Committee 
names 2012 inductees
   The Darrington Hall of Fame 
Committee has announced its selection 
of athletes, coaches, and supporters to be 
inducted into the 2012 Darrington High 
School Athletic Hall of Fame.
   “This is an exciting group of inductees, 
and we are so proud to have them 
represent our Hall of Fame,” wrote 
Darrington coach Nancy Snyder in an 
e-mail.

2012 inductees
   The following are to be inducted:
   Coach Dan O’Malley, who coached high 
school football, JV baseball, softball, and 
track and field, as well as middle school 
volleyball and basketball.
   School and community supporters Beryl 
and Rita Mauldin, for their significant 
support and leadership of students and 

coaches for more than 30 years.

Women athletes
• Lindsay Boyd: volleyball, 4 years; 

basketball, 4 years; softball, 4 years
• Susan Howard: volleyball, 4 years; 

basketball, 4 years; softball, 4 years; 
track, 2 years

• Rhonda Mathis: volleyball, 4 years; 
basketball, 4 years; softball, 4 years

• Tina Mathis: volleyball, 4 years; 
basketball, 4 years; softball, 4 years; 
track, 2 years

• Carolyn Nysether: tennis, 4 years; 
basketball, 2 years; cheerleading, 1 
year; drill team, 3 years

• Tracy Robinson: volleyball, 4 years; 
basketball, 4 years; softball, 4 years

• Heidi Wright: tennis, 4 years; 
basketball, 4 years; cheerleading, 1 

year; drill team, 2 years

Men athletes
• Kevin Ashe: football, 4 years; 

basketball, 4 years; baseball, 4 years
• Gary Black: football, 4 years; 

basketball, 4 years; baseball, 4 years;
• Ivor Hogland: football, 4 years; 

basketball, 4 years; baseball, 2 years
• Verner Hogland: basketball, 4 years; 

baseball, 2 years
• Roger Jones: football, 4 years; 

basketball, 4 years; baseball, 4 years;
• Doug Lenker: football, 4 years; 

basketball, 4 years; baseball, 4 years
• Archie Van Winkle: football, 4 years; 

boxing for an undetermined number 
of years; basketball, 4 years; baseball, 
4 years

   Van Winkle joined the Marines after 
graduating, earning 19 medals and 
citations, including the Congressional 
Medal of Honor given him by President 
Harry S. Truman. He also fought in three 
wars: World War II, the Korean War, and 

the Vietnam War.
   The above athletes earned many other 
significant awards and recognition that 
will be acknowledged during a recognition 
ceremony planned for Nov. 17, 6:30 p.m., 
at Darrington High School. The public is 
invited to attend
   Also to be inducted is the 1981 Men’s 
Baseball team, which captured the State B 
Championship that year.
   Its players were Joe Abrahamson, 
Jeff Bryson, Gary Jones, Steve Jones, 
John Julian, Don Korr, Doug Lenker, 
John Morgan, Kenny Nations, Danny 
O’Malley, Duane Paul, Blake Pennington, 
Fate Shuler, Kevin Tollenaar, and Ken 
Terhaar. 
   The 1981 champion team was coached 
by Nancy Snyder. Its manager was 
Grant Terhaar, its scorekeeper was Judy 
Shanahan, and the bus driver was Shirley 
Lewis.

—J. K. M.

Members of the “Doncrete Ligers” team posed for a photo at season’s end in June. The 
team, formed purely for fun by Darrington and Concrete fastpitch softball players, played 
four games in June against various Skagit County opponents and ended the short 
season with a 1–3 record.
   From left, standing and top row of pyramid, are Sophie Taylor, Dani Pringle, Lindsey 
Fabri, Allison Kitz, Krissandra Pace, and Coach Dan Pringle. Second pyramid row, from 
left, are Kassi Jones and Tessa Coffell. Bottom of pyramid, from left, are Cierra Mulvihill, 
Vicky DuVarney, and Alyssa Wahlgren. Not pictured: Sarah Peterson, Amanda Gentry, 
Krista Kaylee Wahlgren, and Kelse Cargile. Photo by Denise DuVarney.
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   Concrete Heritage Museum is open 
for the season. If you haven’t been to 
the museum in some time or have guests 
coming to visit this summer, plan a 
Saturday afternoon to visit us from noon 
to 4 p.m.
   You still can make an appointment 
to visit the museum or do research in 
our library outside of our regular hours. 
Simply call Robin at 360.826.3075 or 
e-mail us at concreteheritagemuseum@
stumpranchonline.com.
   Monthly meetings are held year-round 
on the second Thursday of each month, 
at 7 p.m. at the museum. All meetings are 
open to the public.
   Special visit: The group “Friends of 
Museums” will visit on Sept. 26. They 
plan to arrive at noon, tour the museum, 
and have lunch.
   New to the library: The Parker 
Brothers, a memoir by Jim Parker with 
contributors Alice Parker, Dan Parker, and 
Conrad Claybo, and compiled by Ruby 
Parker Haner. The book is an enjoyable 
read and a tribute to the Parker brothers’ 
parents, Dow and Thelma Parker. It also 
shares the Parker family’s life during the 

depression, and what it took for a family 
to survive during those hard times. In the 
first chapter, we find out that the Parker 
family might still be in Kansas if it wasn’t 
for father Dow being shot in the line of 
duty as a police officer, nearly losing 
his life and losing a lung. He received 
an honorable discharge, but no job. The 
family made its way slowly to the west 
coast, working a week or two at a time—
usually at farms—until they found and 
made their home in Skagit County.
   The Centennial reprint of So They 
Called the Town Concrete is still 
available. The new edition features 
enhanced photographs and a more 
readable font. New cover graphics 
were done by Philip Johnson. Copies 
are available at Albert’s Red Apple 
(at the lottery counter; please pay for 
it there) and the museum. An order 
form also may be printed at our Web 
site: www.stumpranchonline.com/
concreteheritagemuseum.
   WANTED: New Museum Association 
members! Support your local historical 
museum. 

—Dan Royal

C o n c r e t e  H e r i t a g e  M u s e u m  n e w s

Upper Skag it Library
At the

   The first week of summer reading got 
off to a great start with the appearance of 
Jason Quick, an amazing juggler with one 
arm. We’ve had 38 children signing up to 
participate in summer reading. This year we 
have separate programs for those over 12, 
for those 5–11, and another for 1- to 4-year-
olds.
   The Tuesday Play & Learn program 
for the 4-and-under crowd has 6 to 16 
enthusiastic youngsters learning colors, 
counting, coloring, and singing songs. The 
Wednesday activities program for school 
age children 5–12 has 10 children running 
relay races, planting seeds, and decorating 
paper bags. The Tuesday group meets from 
3 to 4 p.m., and the Wednesday group meets 
from 2 to 3 p.m.
   Looking ahead to July, the Play & Learn 
group will make wishing stars and wands, 
play with water and bubbles, create shaving 
cream art, paint feet, and go on a bear hunt 
and a “camping trip.” The older group on 
Wednesdays will deal with monsters and 
mummies, a treasure hunt, volleyball, and 
other outside games. On July 11 at 6:30 
p.m., there will be a trivia night for 10- to 

16-year-olds, testing everyone’s book 
knowledge of Twilight, Harry Potter, and 
The Hunger Games.
   Upcoming performers include Andy 
Locke (July 11 at 11 a.m.), Cowboy Buck 
and Elizabeth (July 27 at 11 a.m.), and the 
Reptile Man (July 31 at 1 p.m.). Everyone is 
welcome to attend these programs.
   The Marketing Committee recently had a 
booth at the Saturday Market. Their big 
“FREE” sign and unusual array of (donated) 
locally sourced products brought curious 
people to the table. They found out that 
these items could be won through a silent 
auction bidding process whereby the person 
bid a certain number of hours, volunteering 
to attend that many hours of Library Board 
and Advisory Committee meetings. Once 
the hours are completed, the high bidder will 
receive the item. So this was an auction for 
the bidders’ time, not money. Table visitors 
also learned some interesting statistics, such 
as the Library’s two-year gate count total: 
almost 50,000 visitors!
   The next library board meeting will be 
July 12 at 5 p.m. in the library.

—Aimee Hirschel, director

HIGH SCHOOL TRACK AWARDS
Most Valuable Teammates: Andy Aiken, Jessica Filtz; Coaches’ Award: Hayden Holbrook, Thea O’Brien; Most 
Dedicated: Aiden Walsh; Most Inspirational: Emilee Fenley; Captain’s Award: Andy Aiken, Xyomara Ramos; Mr. 
Beast: Andy Aiken; Mr. Better Late Than Never: Dustin Brigham; Ms. Night and Day: Sammy Christensen; Ms. 
Contender: Heather Collins; Ms. Up and Coming: Maddie Corn; Ms. Experience: Emilee Fenley; Ms. Studette: 
Jessica Filtz; Mr. “Hol” Package: Hayden Holbrook; Mr. Igniter: Mathew Holman; Mr. Hulk: Jon Kucera; Mr. 
Casual: Jordan Kucera; Mr. Sparky: Ben Lamb; Mr. Great Addition: River Lee; Ms. Leaps & Bounds: Elise 
Lewis; Mr. Step-Up: Simon Marks-Franks; Mr. Talented: Josiah Martin; Ms. Mentor: Angie McLaughlin; Mr. Cruise 
Control: Anthony Moran; Mr. Stealth: Clay Nelson; Ms. Encore: Thea O’Brien; Ms. Willing & Able: Xyomara 
Ramos; Ms. New Edition: Kaitlyn Smith; Mr. Potential: Dilyn Stidman; Ms. Positive: Rebecca Torheim; Ms. 
Pleasant Surprise: Muriel Troka; Mr. All-American: Aiden Walsh; Ms. Natural: Kylee Warner; Ms. Conditioned: 
Taylor Warner; Ms. Behind the Scenes: Taylor Mathis.

Preschool storytime
   Fridays, 11 a.m.

Summer reading events
   Wednesdays, 2 p.m. For school-age 
children. Supported by Darrington Friends 
of the Library.
   July 11: Yee Haw! Saddle up for story 
stew, western ballads, and down-home 
country fun.
   July 18: Little Seed, Big Dream. 
Celebrate the work of Johnny Appleseed 
through folklore, song, riddles, and craft.
   July 25: Catch a Dream.  Native 
American tales, songs, and games to 
spark your imagination about the earliest 
Americans. Plus, make your own dream 
catcher.
   July 7: Matinee: “The Muppets,” 2 p.m.
   Real Guitar Heroes I. Mondays, July 9–
Aug. 27, 1 p.m. Pre-registration required.
For grades 6–12. Learn how to tune your 
guitar, play chords, strumming, and basic 
fingerpicking patterns, and accompany 
yourself and others on songs. All study 
materials will be provided.
   Real Guitar Heroes II. Mondays, July 9–
Aug. 27, 2 p.m. Pre-registration required. 

For grades 6–12. This program is for 
those who took Real Guitar Heroes last 
summer or for anyone who has the basics 
down and wants to expand his/her skills. 
More advanced chords, scales, beginning 
riffs, strumming, and fingerpicking 
patterns will be studied.
   Things That Go Bump In The 
Night: Summer Scary Movie Series. 
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. Own the night 
with this summer series of ghostly movies 
for teens. Spend the evening with your 
friends watching films that challenge you 
to keep your eyes open and not to scream.
For grades 6–12.
   July 11: “An American Haunting”
   July 18: “The Haunting in Connecticut”
   July 25: “The Uninvited”
   A Summer of Authors: Gregg Sapp, 
Dollarapalooza. Wed., June 27, 6:30 p.m. 
Join the Darrington Bibliophiles as we 
meet with Northwest authors at Mountain 
Loop Books & Coffee on Darrington 
Street to hear readings and discuss their 
books and the writing process.
   For more information on these and other 
programs offered by Darrington Library, 
go to www.sno-isle.org?ID=1194.

July at the Darrington Library“The Mountain 
Runners” to screen 
at Concrete Theatre
   “Amazing Race”? We have your 
amazing race right here.
    On Sun., July 22, Concrete Theatre 
will screen director Todd Warger’s latest 
documentary, “The Mountain Runners,” 
in two showings, at 1:30 and 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $7.
   “The Mountain Runners” tells the 
story of the Mount Baker Marathon, 
which enjoyed a brief existence from 
1911 to 1913. Held in July or August 
each year, the marathon pitted 7 to 14 
runners against each other in a race from 
downtown Bellingham to the summit of 
Mt. Baker. Runners traveled by car or 
train to one of two trailheads in Deming 
or Glacier, then sprinted on from there—
about a 30-mile round trip from the 
trailhead to the summit and back.
   The marathon was dangerous. No, that 
doesn’t quite do it justice. The marathon 
was, by today’s standards, just a click 
away from a suicidal undertaking. The 
runners who took the Deming trail leaped 
into stripped-down cars in Bellingham and 
traveled at speeds up to 65 miles per hour 
to the trailhead. Some of those cars were 
little more than a set of wheels, a frame, 
an engine, and seats. With only gas lamps 
to illuminate their 65 mph mad dash, 
many drivers left the road, flipped over, or 
broke down. Or their cars simply fell apart 
en route.
   Runners who took the 1890s steam 
engine to the Glacier trailhead were 
equally endangered. During the first 
race in 1911, as the train raced back 
to Bellingham, it hit a 1,800-lb. bull 
and derailed, jackknifing into piles 
of wreckage. The silver lining? The 
community barbecued the bull that night 
and ate it.
   Runners ran in appalling conditions, 
suffering multiple cuts and bruises, 
broken bones, torn ligaments, twisted 
ankles, snow blindness, hypothermia, and 
exhaustion. Two racers fell into glacial 

crevasses. Runners returning to their cars 
or the train after returning from the Mt. 
Baker summit usually were delirious and 
exhausted. Some had to be roped into 
their seats for their safety. By 1913, the 
race was referred to as a “Human Horse 
Race” by spectators. The community 
came to resent the ill treatment of the 
race participants, leading to the eventual 
demise of the contest.
   “The Mountain Runners” is a tale of 
grit, determination, and a pinch of insanity. 
A portion of the sales will go to the theater’s 
“Donate to Digital” campaign.

—J. K. M.

Concrete Mayor Judd Wilson sands a bench he built in honor of Dave Faddis and 
Adrienne Nelles, another community icon who passed away in February, just three 
days after Faddis. The bench will eventually be placed in the Memory Garden within the 
Angele Cupples Community Garden in Concrete. Looking on is Wilson’s son, Tanner.

Dave Faddis

Remembering 
Dave Faddis
   Concrete Mayor Judd Wilson bent over 
a sturdy bench outside his home in late 
June, running a sander over its rough 
edges. Eventually the bench will find a 
home in the Memory Garden area of the 
community garden in Concrete, as a hand-
wrought memorial to two community 
icons: Adrienne Nelles and Dave Faddis.
   Faddis is on Wilson’s mind as he works. 
When Wilson moved to Concrete in 
1997, Faddis asked him to help install a 
floor in one of his buildings. From there, 
a friendship grew and deepened, fed by 
mutual respect and a refusal by both men 
to pull any punches.
   “Dave spoke what was on his mind. 
He never beat around the bush, he never 
candy-coated anything,” said Wilson. “I 
took a lot of his opinions and used them 
because he was a really good friend. And 
he did the same thing.”
   Faddis was born in 1937 in Rock 
Springs, Wy., and found his way to 
Concrete in 1970, where he opened 
Skagit Valley Realty. He also worked as 
an ambulance driver, later becoming a 
licensed EMT and then a paramedic, a job 
he loved for 27 years.
   “He was one of the first paramedics in 
Washington state,” said Wilson.
   Faddis worked as a paramedic for 
hospitals in Skagit, Island, and Whatcom 
counties. He was a key player while 
organizing Concrete’s Aero Skagit 
Ambulance service, and taught EMT 

classes for several 
years.
   He loved his 
down time too, said 
Wilson. “He was a 
fisherman, a hiker, a 
duck hunter, a rock 
hound,” he said. 
Wilson has a few 
pieces of petrified 
wood that Faddis 
cut for him. They 
built together, 
fished together, 
hunted together. They walked together.
   Faddis was a gold and silversmith; 
he loved to make jewelry pieces for 
his family and friends. He also carved 
treasures from wood and soapstone.
   The dogs loved him. His last dog, Zoe, 
adopted him, coming to his home from a 
neighbor and never leaving.
   His commitments extended to the 
Concrete School District, for which 
he served as the athletic director from 
2002–04. He was the Lady Lions’ softball 
coach from 2000–02.
   Wilson stepped back from his bench and 
pondered it, listening as his son, Tanner, 
made a suggestion for where the lettering 
should go on the backrest. He decided 
to use a router and groove the letters in 
straight lines. Nothing fancy, just simple 
quality. Something Dave Faddis would do.
   Wilson stared at the bench. “He was just 
like a dad to me. He was my best friend,” 
he said.

—J. K. M.

The Mountain Runners
When:  Sun., July 22, 1:30 and 7 p.m.
Start: Concrete Theatre
 45920 Main St., Concrete
Info:  www.concrete-theatre.com
 360.941.0403
Tix: $7

Image courtesy of Brian Young.
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634996
Cleaner

599

Gallon 
Mighty Boss

While Supplies Last!

July

CasCade supply

Sale ends 7/31/12

45900 Main St., Concrete  •  360.853.8811  •  Mon.–Sat., 8:30 to 5:30

Summer is here!

Find the power and hand tools, fertilizers, 
lawn mowers, flowers, and farm feed

you need at Cascade Supply!

700479
Garden Hose

1299
50' x 5/8" 

While Supplies Last!

July

700006
Fountain
Bird House

9959
While Supplies Last!

July

Buy One 
Get One 

Free!

998
While 
Supplies 
Last!

July

344931

Multipurpose

Saw

357544

50 Pk. Heavy Duty

Blade

375101

10 Pc. Screwdriver

Set

354066

Utility

Knife

346245

3/8” x 50’ 

Tape Rule

345369

Stud 

Sensor 50

300065

1” x 25’ Hi-Vis

Tape Rule

Sale ends 
7/31/12

Sale ends 
7/31/12

Sale ends 7/31/12

Seventh-graders Solomon Holman (left) and Grayson Luttrell show off the birdhouse 
they made with recycled materials before the Watershed Show held at Concrete 
Elementary School on June 8. They used leftover cedar boards and cedar bark from 
Holman’s property, and willow branches provided by their teacher, Mary Janda.
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Summer feeding program 
in Concrete  

   Concrete School District will sponsor 
the Simplified Summer Food Program 
for all children ages 18 and younger this 
summer. Meals will be made available at 
no charge at the following location and 
time(s) Mondays through Thursdays, July 
9 through Aug. 9:
   Concrete Elementary School Cafeteria
   7838 S. Superior Ave., Concrete
   Breakfast: 7:30 to 8 a.m.
   Lunch: 11:30 a.m. to noon

Cascade Days 
organizers need log 
donations for the August 
event. Cedar or spruce logs are 
sought for chain saw carvers during 
Concrete’s signature summer event. 
Can you help? Contact Cascade 
Days President John Burmaster at 
360.853.8024.

   The annual Back-to-School Blessing 
event in Concrete is about to get a boost. 
This year, all five churches in town are 
working together in a collaborative effort 
to buy school supplies for Concrete 
School District students before they head 
into the 2012–13 school year.
   A committee has been formed of 
representatives from the churches, which 
are Mount Baker Presbyterian, Shepherd 
of the Hills Lutheran, Community Bible 
Church, St. Catherine Mission Church, 
and Concrete Assembly of God.
   Mount Baker Presbyterian has provided 
the first component of the project, ponying 
up $800 to buy backpacks that will hold 
the students’ supplies. The church recently 
received a check from the presbytery (the 
regional church), which will cover that.
   All five churches have begun collecting 
school supplies and will do so through 

Aug. 10, when the committee and other 
volunteers will meet to fill the backpacks.
   Donations of supplies are needed to fill 
the backpacks. Since supply needs vary 
among age groups, the committee has 
created a list of needed items that can be 
obtained by contacting committee member 
Sara McReynolds at 360.826.4681 or 
4sarita@frontier.com. The list also is 
posted online at www.concrete.k12.wa.us/
elem.htm (click on “School Supply List 
K-8”), and will be included in the online 
version of this article posted at www.
concrete-herald.com after July 4.
   The backpacks will be handed out in 
August at the Concrete Center (formerly 
senior center). The date, time, and 
location for the handout will be published 
in the August issue of Concrete Herald.

—J. K. M.

July 7
11AM to 4PM

FREE Hot Dogs cooked by Concrete Lions  Club members!FREE chips and pop, too.Sign up for door prizes!We appreciate your business!
Don, Carol, Rhonda, Zach, Jason, Nathan

Concrete K-8 School 
Honor Roll
   The following students at Concrete K-8 School 
received a grade point average of 3.2 or higher for 
the second semester of the 2011–12 school year. 
An asterisk before a name denotes a student with 
a perfect 4.0 GPA.

Grade 4 Honor Roll
   William Baird, Chaya Haines, Jacquelyn Jackson, 
Samantha Mitchell, Izabela Ramos, Peyton Sanchez, 
Troy Schmidt, Moriah Smith, Noah Tiemens, Alexis 
Wysong.
Grade 5 Honor Roll
   Jonathan Akers, Maurice Arch, Kaden Becker, Cassie 
Bridge, Tiana Brookshire, Tyler Coffell, Marshall Fichter, 
Marissa Huizar, *Mikayla Johnson, Amy-Lee Kellogg, 
Levi Kellogg, Kaden Kohnke, Jasmine Lloyd, *Dalton 
Newby, David O’Neil, Hayden O’Neil, Jaidyn Swanson, 
Nora Towner.
Grade 6 Honor Roll
   *Whitney Claybo, Riley Fichter, Michael Filtz, 
Asusena Fregoso, Rey Garibay, Caroline Gregush, 
Grace Johnson, Erica Knuth, *McKenna Kononen, Cole 
Meacham, *Madisyn Renzelman, Geneva Scherer, 
*Emily Schmidt, Alan Smith, Mary Spangler, Jasara 
Taylor-Temple.
Grade 7 Honor Roll
   *Kayla Anderson, Brook Barnedt, Emily Bridge, Tessa 
Coffell, Ashlee Gilbert, Anna Huppuch, Grayson Luttrell, 
Riley Pritchard, Kyra Smith, Chloe Stidman, Destiny 
Vanbibber.

Grade 8 Honor Roll
   Cassidy Cargile, Joshua Gentry, Jasmine Hopfield, 
Katherine Joens, *Hannah Kononen, Kevin McLaughlin, 
*Haley McNealey, Shelby Meacham, Amanda Perry, 
Daniel Shaffer, Seth Shaffer, Tye Thompson, Ashten 
Tygret.

Concrete High School
   The following students at Concrete High School 
received a grade point average of 3.2 or higher for 
the second semester of the 2011–12 school year. 
An asterisk before a name denotes a student with 
a perfect 4.0 GPA.
Grade 9
   Misty Carlson, Madeline Corn, Gibson Fichter, 
Shayane Gilbert, Anjelika Koenig, Anthony Moran, Muriel 
Troka, Taylor Warner, Cassandra Williams.
Grade 10
   Aimee Adkinson, Forest Barnedt, Morgan Hazel, Sara 
Jenkins, Simon Marks-Franks, *Kate McLaughlin, *Dallas 
Newby, Joshua Philipsen, Xyomara Ramos, Joshua 
Rogge, Kaitlyn Smith, Madison Wachter.
Grade 11
   Arielle Aiken, Oliva Davis, Jessica Filtz, Hayden 
Holbrook, Matthew Holman, Alex Joens, *Angie 
McLaughlin, Frankie Rohweder, Melia Thompson, 
Shyanna Wachter, Michelle Yarber.
Grade 12
   Andy Aiken, Adriana Canales, *Tyler Clark, Cody Corn, 
Dennis Dorgan, Jocelyn Hernandez, Lonna Lloyd, *Clara 
O’Brien, *Emily Ogle, Krissandra Pace, Danielle Pringle, 
*Sarah Spaeth, Aiden Walsh.

Watershed Show 
adds element of fun 
to a serious subject
Story and photos by Krista Wahlgren

   The Watershed Show performed by 
Concrete Elementary students on June 8 
was a fun activity for kids to learn that 
saving our watersheds can be fun if you 
recycle, reuse, and help clean up.
   The kids worked hard to make hat, 
fashion, and game shows out of recycled 
materials. Kyra Smith made a dress out 
of recycled bags. Some kids worked even 
harder and made birdhouses, firestarters, 
and other things. The 7th and 8th grade 
art class made a mural out of bottle caps. 
Nothing we did could have been done if 
we didn’t have Mrs. Janda.

Concrete School District 
opens kindergarten 
registration
   Concrete K–8 is accepting 2012–13 
kindergarten registrations. Students must 
be 5 years of age by Aug. 31, 2012, to be 
eligible. The child’s birth certificate and 
immunization records are required.
   Students are required to attend a 
scheduled kindergarten activity day on 
Aug. 22 or 23. Parents will choose an 
appointment time for the kindergarten 
activity day at the time of registration.
   Register in the Concrete K–8 office 
from Mon. through Fri. between 8 a.m. 
and 3 p.m.
   Questions regarding the kindergarten 
registration process should be directed to 
the Concrete K–8 office at 360.853.8145.

—Submitted by Concrete School Dist.

All Concrete churches to coordinate for 
this year’s Back-to-School Blessing

Cascade Middle School 
Honor Roll
   The following 7th and 8th grade students at 
Cascade Middle School received honors for high 
marks for the fourth quarter of the 2011–12 school 
year. An asterisk denotes a student with a perfect 
4.0 GPA.
Grade 7 Honor Roll
   Jacy G. Ammons, Phoebe R. Anderson, Andrew W. 
Backstrom, Tristan M. Barley, Ryan Berg, Alexzander 
M. Bertrand, Kylee K. Carlson, Emalee K. Cassidy, 
Elizabeth Chandler, Ekaterina M. Clark, Madisen E. 
Cork, Holly M. Crawford, Saige R. Cullup, Kortnee 
M. Davidson, Halie N. Davis, Ilda C. Deleon, Janae 
B. Dills, Jarryd L. Dressor, Grae L. Eason, Emily 
Eastman, Emily D. Eleazer, Emily B. Evans, Ashley I. 
Fair, Shanda M. Ferguson, Shannon Finch, Michael 
D. Foster, Dalton Friend*, Michael D. Gant, Karly R. 
Hatch, Olivia K. Helinski*, Evan J. Henderson, Kyleigh 
M. Herrera, Destiny Hesseltine, Shelby L. Hoffman, 
Payton Holmgren, Bryce C. Hornbeck, Treyton C. 
Howell*, Orabell R. Howland, Amber N. Hughes, 
Bryce D. Humerickhouse, Gabrielle Jann*, Patrick W. 
Johnson, Baylee C. Jones, Amy M. Joyce, Alexis J. 
Kelley, Bailey N. Kelley, Hailey V. Lee, Abby N. Leopard, 
Grant S. Lloyd, Ashley O. Longfellow-Davis, Alexis O. 
Magana, Victoria H. Mahle, Alyssa A. Martini, Amanda E. 
Martinson, Carli A. Mayo, Kendra A. McMullen, Elizabeth 
K. Melton, Troy J. Mesman, Jasmine Montes, Elizabeth 
H. Moore, Emily L. Moore*, Kathrine F. Morgan, Madeline 
Moser, Devin Ochoa, Leah E. Olsen, Sean D. Olsen, 
Rebekah J. Ormesher, Erick Ortiz-Marin, Jourdan E. 
Parker, Darrell A. Payton*, Hazel B. Pleasant, Madison 
N. Queen, John Jacob Reyes, Anise E. Robles, Allison 
R. Segura, Amelita D. Smith, Nicole T. Smith, Sierra 
A. Smith, Dawson W. Snyder, Sergio Soto Lopez, 

Fabian St. Germain, Jordan L. Stapleton, Brandon M. 
Starkovich, Hallie L. Stiles, Noah J. Stroosma, Ezra J. 
Swenson, Jacob R. Swenson, Taylor S. Torgeson, Abril 
C. Torres, Emily A. Toth, Reid M. Trammell, Chloe N. 
Waldrip, Morgan J. Warren, Devyn M. Weidert, Vanessa 
Whidden, Naomi I. Wicklund, Ireland K. Wienker, Jazmyn 
N. Williams, Terry L. Williams, Corey Wilson, Hope E. 
Wimer, Ashley N. Wood, Benjamin A. Workman Smith.
Grade 8 Honor Roll
   Adam J. Adkinson, Samantha A. Alspaugh*, Kortni E. 
Amundson, Alison A. Anderson, Noah A. Annett, James 
D. Barney, Alison B. Blanton, Tristan Bradford, Mariana 
Brandt, Karleena R. Burdick, Stephen L. Cann, Quinn 
Carpenter, Katherine N. Daley, Taryn R. Dawson, Zoe L. 
Demming, Gabrielle E. Deruischer, Myles A. Doorn, Isaac 
Dugger, Shyanne M. Favor, Sean C. Ferdig, Shelbie M. 
Ferguson, Joshua A. Gaethle, Ryan C. Garner, Alestra 
D. Glassman, Emily T. Hall, Kiahna R. Harris-Self, Diana 
V. Hernandez, Blaine Hindman, Rachelle D. Hockett, 
Hannah R. Holt, Samuel Hudson, Brandon S. Huston, 
Ethan S. Isakson, Christopher H. Ishihara*, Valerie K. 
Jech, Bryer M. Johnson, Kelsey E. Johnson, Savanah L. 
Johnson, Zachary I. Jordan, Madison C. Kearney-Elder, 
Mary K. Kelley*, Tanna L. Kelly, Iva Martinson, William 
May, Connor L. McCandless, Riley A. McClenaghan, 
Meghan T. McCloud, Bailey M. Meins, Avory D. Messer, 
Mariko F. Meyer, Emily N. Moran, Hollie M. Morgan, 
Abigail M. Murdock, Carmen R. Nabholz*, Justin O. 
Nabholz, Brittany D. Needham, Thomas M. Nelson, 
Jaxson Nilsen, Kathryn A. Orwig, Nicole A. Pace, Deanna 
T. Perkins, Shannon Rae Reyes, Jackson S. Roberts, 
Dustin W. Rose, Alicia R. Schmidt, Emma E. Shannon, 
Brayden W. Smith, Garrett A. Smith, Justin J. Spinnie, 
Lars M. Stenseth, Kathryn R. Stiles, Cordell J. Stocking, 
Zachary M. Taylor, Thor B. Wagoner, Nicholas A. 
Wahlgren, Devin J. Willard, Samantha K. Wills, William 
Wing, Courtney A. Wright.

Sixth-graders Jaycelyn Kuipers (left) and 
Amy Storms strike a pose in recycled 
dresses before the fashion show portion 
of the Watershed Show held at Concrete 
Elementary School on June 8.
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Clear Lake

Triathlon, potluck, 
tour on tap
   This year’s Clear Lake Triathlon is 
slated for July 7 from 9 a.m. till noon. 
A shorter, youth course run will begin at 
11 a.m. The racing begins at the water’s 
edge—the swimming area on Clear Lake.
   For more information on the triathlon, 
go to www.skagitcounty.net and search 
“Clear Lake Triathlon.”
   The Clear Lake Historical Association 
will host its second annual community 
potluck on Tue., July 24, at 5:30 p.m. The 
meal will be held at the CLHA Hall, on 
the lawn between it and Evelyn’s Tavern.
   That same evening, diners may stick 
around for the CLHA’s third annual 
walking tour—in this case, another 
name for its quarterly meeting. The tour 
will begin at the CLHA Hall at 7 p.m. 
Participants are encouraged to wear 
comfortable shoes and sunglasses. Join the 
group, led by historian Deanna Ammons, 
and learn about the community. Historical 
photos will be available for viewing—a 
glimpse at what used to be there—while 
Ammons will discuss the current ones.

—J. K. M. and Sylvia Matterand
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JULY
4 “Pancakes for Kids” Sedro-Woolley Schools Foundation fundraiser,
 S-W Senior Center, 715 Pacific St., Sedro-Woolley, 6:30 to 10:30 a.m.;
 $5 donation per person admission; info at 360.855.3594
4 Concert at Glacier Peak Winery, near Marblemount, 5 to 9 p.m.; for 
 reservations call 360.873.4073
7 Lyman Car & Craft Show, S. Main St., Lyman, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; see
 article, p. 1; info at 360.826.4906
7 Clear Lake Triathlon, Clear Lake beach, 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. start times;
 info at www.skagitcounty.net (search on “Clear Lake Triathlon”)
7 Cascade Supply Customer Appreciation Day, Concrete Town Center,
 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; free food and door prizes; see ad, p. 13
7 Sedro-Woolley High School Alumni Assn All Class Picnic, Riverfront
 Park, Sedro-Woolley, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; see article, p. 17
11 Columbia Bank Customer Appreciation Day, Columbia Bank branch, 
 Concrete Town Center, noon to 5 p.m.; see ad, p. 5; info at 360.853.8171
13–14 Southside Social & Barn Dance, Finney Farm, 41638 S. Skagit Hwy 
 (near Concrete); info at www.finneyfarm.blogspot.com 
19 Concrete Youth Activity Day, Silo Park and Veterans Memorial Park, 
 Concrete, 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.; free admission; info at 360.399.6471,
 360.770.4125, chriswk@co.skagit.wa.us, or joelenem@co.skagit.wa.us
20–22 Darrington Bluegrass Festival, Darrington Music Park, 42501 SR 530,
 Darrington; see article, p. 25; info at www.darringtonbluegrass.com 
21–22 Newhalem Tournament (mushball), Newhalem ballfield, 7 a.m. start on
 Saturday through Sunday afternoon; 360.336.6114
21–22 Darrington Rock and Gem Show, see notice, p. 25
22 “The Mountain Runners” screens at Concrete Theatre, Concrete Town
 Center, 7 p.m.; $10 admission (part of proceeds goes to theater fund-
 raising effort); info at www.concrete-theatre.com or 360.941.0403
24 Clear Lake Historical Association Community Potluck, CLHA Hall,
 5:30 p.m.
24 Clear Lake Historical Association Walking Tour/Quarterly Meeting,
 meet at CLHA Hall, 7 p.m. (wear comfortable shoes and sunglasses)
27 Skagit County offices and departments closed, including Sauk Transfer 
 Station and Clear Lake Compactor site
27 Community Movie Night in Concrete, Veterans Memorial Park, dusk;
 free admission; movie title posted at www.townofconcrete.com
27–29 Concrete North Cascades Vintage Fly-In, Mears Field (formerly Concrete 
 Municipal Airport); see article, p. 6; info and schedule at http://
 skagitaero.com/calendar/concrete-north-cascades-fly-in
28 Sedro-Woolley Community Troop Support Yellow Ribbon Poker Run,
 starts at Coho Liquidation, Sedro-Woolley, 7 a.m. breakfast; see article,
 p. 16; info at www.swcommunitytroopsupport.com or 360.305.8326
28 Cement City Street Fair, Concrete Town Center, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; see
 article, p. 6; info at events@unitedgeneral.org, 360.856.7615, or www.
 unitedgeneral.org
28 PSE Tours: Baker River Hydroelectric Project; see ad, p. 3, and article, 
 p. 6; reservations required; info and reservations at 360.766.5656 or 
 tours@pse.com

AUGUST
2–4 Strutzfest, Darrington Music Park, 42501 SR 530, Darrington; see article,
 p. 25; info at www.strutzfest.com
4 Birdstock, Birdsview Brewing Co., Birdsview; info at 360.826.3406
3–5 Rockport Volunter Fire Dept. Garage Sale, Rockport Fire Hall, 8 a.m. to
 6 p.m. every day; see notice, p. 24; info at 360.708.8594
18–19 Cascade Days, Concrete; info at www.cascadedays.com
*Community Calendar is updated daily at www.concrete-herald.com/calendar

Community Calendar Community meetings
   Coffee Talk, a casual conversation about 
Concrete’s transformation, meets the 
third Fri. of each month at 8 a.m. at The 
Washington Cafe and Bakery, Concrete Town 
Center. 360.853.8213.
   Concrete American Legion Post and 
Auxiliary meet the second Tue. of each 
month, Sept. through May, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
American Legion Building. 360.853.8940.
   Concrete Chamber of Commerce meets 
the second Thur. of each month at 8 a.m. 
Meetings usually are held at Concrete 
Center in Concrete. 360.466.8754 or 
concretechamber@mac.com.
   Concrete Heritage Museum Board meets 
the second Thur. of each month, at 7 p.m. at 
the museum. Meetings are open to the public. 
360.826.3075 or concreteheritagemuseum@
stumpranchonline.com
   Concrete Lions Club meets the first and 
third Wed. of each month, at Annie’s Pizza 
Station, Concrete. Social at 6 p.m.; meeting 
at 6:30.
   Concrete School Board will meet July 
26 at 6 p.m. in the high school Commons, 
preceded by a budget hearing at 5:30 p.m. 
The board will hold a workshop on July 23,
at 6 p.m. in the high school Commons. 
360.853.8141.
   Concrete Theatre Fundraising 
Committee meets the first and third Tuesday 
of each month at the East County Resource 
Center on Main St., Concrete (enter through 
far west door). billpfeifer@yahoo.com
   Concrete Town Council meets the second 
and fourth Monday of each month at Town 
Hall, 45672 Main St., Concrete, at 7 p.m. 
360.853.8401 or andreaf@concretewa.gov.
   Darrington Area Business Assn (DABA) 
meets the third Wed. of each month, 7 p.m., 
at Cascade Senior Center, 1115 Darrington 
St., Darrington. 360.436.2167.
   Darrington Town Council meets the 
second Wed. of each month at Town Hall, 
1005 Cascade St., at 7 p.m. 360.436.1131 or 
darrcityhall@glacierview.net.
   Forest Park Cemetery District No. 5 
meets the second Wed. of each month at 
the cemetery office on Compton Lane in 

Concrete, at 8 a.m. 360.708.3656.
   Friends of Upper Skagit Library 
(FOUSL) Board meets the third Tuesday of 
odd-numbered months at the East County 
Resource Center in Concrete, at 1 pm. Public 
welcome to attend. uslfriends@gmail.com. 
July meeting to include planning session for 
Cascade Days book sale in August.
   Hamilton Town Council meets the second 
Tue. of each month at Town Hall, 584 Maple 
St., Hamilton, at 7 p.m. 360.826.3027.
   Imagine Concrete meets the second Wed. 
of each month in the Pilots’ Lounge at Mears 
Field in Concrete, at 6 p.m. 360.853.8213 or 
goodwords@frontier.com.
   KSVU 90.1 FM hosts a weekly open house 
and free radio trainings every Wed. from 
1 to 4 p.m. in Portable B behind Concrete 
Elementary School. The station holds a 
volunteers’ meeting from 4 to 6 p.m. that 
same day. 360.853.8588.
   Lyman Town Council meets the second 
Tue. of each month at Lyman Town Hall 
(Minkler Mansion), 8405 S. Main St., Lyman, 
at 7 p.m. 360.826.3033 or clerk_lyman@msn.
com.
   PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) Skagit County Chapter, 
meets the second Monday of each month 
at The Safe Haven Room, Central United 
Methodist Church, 1013 Polte Rd. Sedro-
Woolley, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 360.856.4676, 
www.pflagskagit.org.
   Saukrates Cafe meets the first Thur. 
of each month at Annie’s Pizza Station in 
Concrete, at 6 p.m. Conversation topics are 
posted at Upper Skagit Library and http://
saukratescafe.wordpress.com.
   Sedro-Woolley Chamber of Commerce 
meets the second and fourth Wed. of each 
month, at 7 p.m., in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 325 Metcalf St. 360.855.1661.
   Sedro-Woolley School District Board 
meets June 11 at the Support Service 
building and June 26 at the Support Service 
building, at 7 p.m. 360.855.3500 or rmiller@
swsd.k12.wa.us.

*To add your organization’s meeting to this 
list, e-mail editor@concrete-herald.com or 
call 360.853.8213.

“The Cool Guys”  
Rick’s Refrigeration, Inc  

402 State Street  ~  Sedro-Woolley  
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High school students at Community Covenant Church in Clear Lake held a garage 
sale June 9 to help raise funds for plane tickets to CHIC (Covenant High in Christ), a 
youth gathering in Knoxville, Tenn., from July 15–20. The donated items at the sale 
weren’t priced. “We’re trying a new method: all reasonable prices accepted,” said Sarah 
Robinson, associate pastor in charge of youth at the church. Chahala Handy, 17 (seated, 
in black), plans to take the trip. “If it’s like the camp I went to last year, I figured, why not 
have double the fun?” she said.

SAVE CONCRETE THEATRE!
n  Donate at the theater during weekend 

movie times
n  Mail a check payable to Concrete Theatre to: 

Concrete Theatre, P.O. Box 954,  
Concrete, WA 98237

n  Make a credit card or PayPal donation at 
www.concrete-theatre.com

n  Donate at Columbia Bank in Concrete 
(designate check for “Digital Projector Fund”

For more info on ways to help, call 
360.941.0403 or e-mail info@concrete-
theatre.com.

Donate to Digital Campaign!

The movie industry will convert to digital in 2013. 

Concrete Theatre won’t be able to show new  

movies unless it converts to a digital system

--a $50,000 hurdle. Please donate to help 

keep Concrete Theatre alive!

*Advertisement  
paid for by an anonymous donor.

Clear Lake historian Deanna Ammons (center, with pointer) explains a point of Clear 
Lake history during a 2011 walking tour. This year’s walking tour is planned for Tue., July 
24, at 7 p.m., with the tour starting at the Clear Lake Historical Association Hall on Hwy 
9. The walking tour will be preceded by a potluck outside the hall at 5:30 p.m.
Photo by Sylvia Matterand.
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Sedro-Woolley

SAVE CONCRETE THEATRE!
n  Donate at the theater during weekend 

movie times
n  Mail a check payable to Concrete Theatre to: 

Concrete Theatre, P.O. Box 954,  
Concrete, WA 98237

n  Make a credit card or PayPal donation at 
www.concrete-theatre.com

n  Donate at Columbia Bank in Concrete 
(designate check for “Digital Projector Fund”

For more info on ways to help, call 
360.941.0403 or e-mail info@concrete-
theatre.com.

Donate to Digital Campaign!

The movie industry will convert to digital in 2013. 

Concrete Theatre won’t be able to show new  

movies unless it converts to a digital system

--a $50,000 hurdle. Please donate to help 

keep Concrete Theatre alive!

*Advertisement  
paid for by an anonymous donor. A waiver and race details will be e-mailed or snail-mailed to you.  

You must return the waiver to Concrete Herald by July 23 to be eligible to race.

The Travel
Guide is
back!
Reach visitors to the  
Upper Skagit Valley by  
advertising in the 2013 
North Cascadian  
Travelers’ Guide.

The Travelers’ Guide will showcase 
the history, plus current activities 
and events for visitors to:
Clear Lake, Sedro-Woolley, Lyman,  
Day Creek, Hamilton, Birdsview, Grasmere, 
Concrete, Rockport, Darrington,  
Marblemount, Newhalem, and Diablo.

Publication Date
May 2013

Circulation: 15,000   Pages: 48

Deadline for ads:
Dec. 31, 2012

Deadline for payment:
Jan. 31, 2013

For more information or to request  
an advertising rate card, send an  

e-mail to editor@concrete-herald.

Call 360.853.8213

Yellow Ribbon 
Poker Run revs up
   Sedro-Woolley Community Troop 
Support (SWCTS) heads toward its major 
fundraiser this month, the annual Yellow 
Ribbon Poker Run, to be held this year on 
July 28.
   Poker Run fees are $20 per biker 
and one motorcycle, and $15 per for 
passengers.
   This year’s route will start in Sedro-
Woolley with breakfast at Coho 
Liquidation and registration at 7 a.m. 
From there, bikers will travel to the 
Garden Cafe at Skagit Gardens in Mount 
Vernon, then up to Mt. Baker Harley via 
Chuckanut Drive. The route then follows 
along a scenic path to Blue Mountain Grill 
in Acme, then down to the west end of 
South Skagit Highway so riders can enjoy 
a beautiful drive east to Concrete, where 
they’ll draw their final card and enjoy a 
party hosted by Eagles In Flight, located 
at Dillard Ave. on SR 20. Look for lots of 
great prizes there, as well as food from the 
Sissy Bar and live music by Paid N Full!
   The first 50 participants who sign up 
and pay the registration fee will receive 
a Biker Gift Bag, which includes an 
exclusive raffle ticket for a piece of 
welded biker art designed by a biker 
supporter, Adam Jewett.
   All proceeds from the run will be used to 
pay for postage and other expenses related 
to sending care packages to troops serving 
overseas, especially during the Christmas 
season. Recipient names are submitted to 
SWCTS by people living and working in 
the community.
   SWCTS is asking for businesses and 
individuals to donate items for the event’s 
prize table.
   For more information on the run, go to 
www.swcommunitytroopsupport.com or 
call 360.305.8326.

—Marilyn Pineda

Women’s fastpitch 
team donates to 
cancer center
   As a part of their participation in the 
Coaches vs. Cancer program, the three 
women’s fast pitch teams at Sedro-
Woolley High School raised money for 
North Puget Cancer Center.
   Each of the teams designated one of 
their home games as a “Cancer Game” 
and worked to raise money through ticket 
sales, baked goods, and other donations. 
This year, the players raised more than  
$725 in their fundraising efforts.
   This is the third year of the Coaches 
vs. Cancer program, which encompasses 

sports from both Skagit and Whatcom 
counties. The Sedro-Woolley teams chose 
NPCC originally because it was the most 
local cancer agency.
   “But now that we have donated for 
three years and learned more about the 
programs, we are motivated to raise more 
and more money for such a fantastic 
facility,” said Coach Laura Schmidt. 
The first year of the games, they raised 
$300 and Schmidt has a goal next year of 
$1,000.
   Some of the team came themselves to 
NPCC to present the check to the nursing 
team and tour the center.
   For more information or to make a 
donation, call 360.856.7615 or e-mail 
meredith.mcilmoyle@unitedgeneral.org.

Sedro-Woolley School District officials, student representatives, and construction principals met at Cascade Middle School June 13 for 
a groundbreaking ceremony marking the start of the school’s modernization project. Site and road work began June 18 on the project, 
which will be funded in large part by a $17 million bond approved by Sedro-Woolley voters in February 2011.
   From left, Mark Freiberger, S-W City Public Works Director/City Engineer; Tim Post, Colacurcio Construction Company Project 
Superintendent; Rich Weyrich, SWSD Board Member; Denny Lawson, Robinson Company Site Manager; Mark Venn, SWSD 
Superintendent; Chris Colacurcio, Colacurcio Construction Company Inc. owner; Ken Van Liew, SWSD Board Member; Bob Harthorne, 
Harthorne Hagen Architects; Kathy Ehman, SWSD Assistant Superintendent; Stewart Mhyre, SWSD Executive Director of Business & 
Operations; Ryan Solemslie, SWSD Student Board Representative; Jim Kallio, SWSD Board President; Alysa Schols, SWSD Student 
Board Representative; Dave Carroll, SWSD Board Vice President; SW Mayor Mike Anderson; Jodi Mears, CMS Vice Principal; Darrell 
Heisler, SWSD Executive Director of Human Resources; and Scott McPhee, CMS Principal.

SWSD announces 
administration moves
   Several administrators within the Sedro-
Woolley School District are on the move, 
either laterally or into other districts, 
reports Robyn Miller, an executive 
assistant for the district.
   Assistant Superintendent Kathy Ehman 
has accepted the position of Chief Special 
Programs Officer in the Puyallup School 
District. Ehman has been with the SWSD 
for the past 15 years as a special education 
director and most recently as assistant 
superintendent. Miller said the district 
hoped to have Ehman’s replacement for 
the school board to approve at its July 9 
meeting. Ehman’s last day was June 29. 
   Executive Director for Business and 

Operations Stewart Mhyre has accepted 
a similar position in the Edmonds School 
District. Stewart has been with the SWSD 
for six years. His last day was July 1.
   Central Elementary Principal Kevin 
Loomis has accepted a principal position 
at John Newbery Elementary in the 
Wenatchee School District. Kevin was 
with SWSD for 25 years as a counselor, 
high school assistant principal, and 
elementary principal.
   Matt Mihelich will move from Ever-
green Elementary to be the principal at 
Central Elementary.
   Brian Isakson will move from Big 
Lake Elementary to be the principal at 
Evergreen Elementary. The SWSD hopes 
to have a replacement recommendation 
for the school board by July 9.
   Doug Walker will take over as the 

SWSD K-12 CTE (Career and Technical 
Education) director in a .4 FTE position. 
He will maintain his position as a half-
time Associate Executive Director of 
Learning Programs.
   Barb Askland will be the SWSD 
Migrant/Bilingual/ELL director, taking 
over for Doug Walker.
   Mike Schweigert, who served as CTE 
Director/Principal at SWHS this past year, 
will resume his duties as a full-time high 
school principal.
   A  .2 FTE SSHS/Job Corps principal 
position previously held by Doug Walker 
was to be filled by June 28.
   “These changes are an opportunity 
for new leadership and renewal of our 
commitment to student learning and 
quality instruction,” Miller wrote in an 
e-mail to Concrete Herald.

Quilt Show winners named
   The Woolley Fiber Quilters’ “Blast of Stars” 
Quilt Show winners were named in June. The 
event, held in conjunction with Blast from 
the Past June 1–3, used a “People’s Choice” 
format to choose the winners, as follows:
 
Large quilts
1st Roxanne Freberg, Stanwood                      
 “Retirement, O Retirement”
2nd Judy Johnson, Sedro-Woolley                     
 “Apple Core” (pieced by Mary Pixley, Cedar 
 Grove N.C., quilted by Carol Stonecipher, 
 Madison, Ind.)
3rd Erin Swieter, Sedro-Woolley                       
 “Celebrating 40 Years”
Small quilts
1st Julie Anderson, Sedro-Woolley                  
 “Coneflower”
2nd Janet Quam, Sedro-Woolley                       
 “African Pie”
3rd Janet Quam, Sedro-Woolley                       
 “Tilting Tulips in Red”
Miniature quilts
1st Elinor Nakis, Sedro-Woolley                       
 “Coming Home”
2nd Janet Quam, Sedro-Woolley                       
 “Orange and Red Tulip #2”
3rd Judy Johnson, Sedro-Woolley                     
 “Tiffany Kitty”
Youth quilts
1st Lydia Williamson, Sedro-Woolley                            

 “Rose Patch”
Theme quilts: theme of “Stars”
1st Charlotte Furchert, Sedro-Woolley                          
 “Freedom”
2nd Linda Downing, Sedro-Woolley                                
 “Woolley’s Starry Night”
3rd Noni Moody, Sedro-Woolley                                     
 “I see a star … I see a star”
Challenge quilts: quilts to represent a book
1st Sharyn Erickson, Mt. Vernon                                     
 “Hens on Heels Go to Town”
2nd Amy Lanning, Sedro-Woolley                                    
 “Happy Hoo Hoos”
3rd Joy Neal, Mount Vernon                                             
 “Dragons and Dreams”
Category: Other
1st Marilyn Dite, Sedro-Woolley                                     
 “Chick Table Topper”
2nd Linda Downing, Sedro-Woolley                                
 “Medallion Jacket and Purse”
3rd Jan Schuirman, Sedro-Woolley                                  
 “Purrfection” (jacket)

   Winners in the Judge’s Choice category, as 
follows:

• Judge Nick Van Jaarsveld selected “Giant Dahlia” 
by Gail Hinds of Sedro-Woolley

• Judge Kathy McNeill selected “River of Gold” by 
Shawnie Kaminski of Sedro-Woolley

• The staff of Joy’s Bakery selected “Glacier Star” by 
Debbie Wallace Dietrich of Kennewick

All Class Picnic 
planned for July 7
   The Sedro-Woolley High School 
Alumni Association will hold its All Class 
Picnic July 7 at the Riverfront Park in 
Sedro-Woolley.
   The event will run from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Barbara Thompson, picnic chair, has 
again scheduled Joy’s Bakery to be the 
caterer, with the same menu as last year: 
a choice of hamburger or chicken with 
salad, dessert, and beverage. The price 
remains the same too: $15 per person 
prior to the picnic.  Latecomers will pay 
$20 on the day of the picnic.
   Pre-registration forms for the lunch 
were included in the May alumni 
newsletter. Anyone needing a form should 
contact Bonna Beitler at 360.855.0030.
   The All Class Picnic is the highlight 
of the alumni year. All profits from 
the picnic go toward the Scholarship 
Fund. Donations and memorials to 
the Scholarship Fund also are always 
welcome.
   The purpose of SWHSAA is to help the 
students of Sedro-Woolley High School 
and the State Street High School to further 
their education. Thirteen 2012 graduates 
were awarded scholarships this year, with 

Schools Foundation 
to serve pancakes 
for the good of kids
   “Pancakes for Kids,” a Sedro-Woolley 
Schools Foundation Fundraiser, will be 
held Wed., July 4, from 6:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
at the Sedro-Woolley Senior Center, 715 
Pacific Street (next to library). Enter from 
Pacific and State Streets.
   Admission to the benefit is a $5 donation 
per person. All proceeds go toward Sedro-
Woolley School District student-related 
projects, equipment, and materials. For 
more information, call 360.855.3594. 

Yellow Ribbon Poker Run
When:   Sat., July 28, 7 a.m. breakfast
Start:    Coho Liquidation, Sedro-Woolley
Info:      www.swcommunitytroopsupport.com
                360.305.8326

those dollars coming from the alumni. 
More than 600 people attended the 2011 
picnic.
   Classmates wishing to put up their 
own tents are asked to contact Barbara 
Thompson at 360.855.0293 to establish 
layout plans.

—Lola Ellestad, secretary
Sedro-Woolley High School

Alumni Association
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Lyman

Lyman Library tales
By Elaine Kohler

   The storms we’ve been having make 
me wonder if we are going to just skip 
summer this year. I’ve been going through 
my garden books, but so far nothing to 
help my veggies has been found. I’ll just 
have to wait and see if the sun decides to 
come out and stay more than two days in 
a row.
   I am still trying new authors. This 
month I discovered Tony Hillerman and 
his Navajo Police series with Officer Jim 
Chee and Lt. Joe Leaphorn. I have always 
been interested in both the Asian and 
Native American cultures. These books 
are mysteries, but have many references 

to beliefs of the Hopi and Navajo people. 
It looks like someone else here in town 
also likes them, as I keep finding new 
ones each week. So far I think I have read 
about eight books in this series and I’m 
looking forward to more. My thanks to 
our contributor.
   Usually, our puzzles get the most use 
during winter, but I have noticed in the 
past few weeks quite a few are being 
borrowed. We have more than 100 
available, but if anyone has any to donate, 
we will be glad to have them.
   Traffic in the library has been picking 
up lately, which is great. I hope to see 
you there, and remember to thank the 
volunteers who are there, ready to help 
you find what you are looking for.
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Day Creek
Community notes
   Vacation Bible School is coming! Day 
Creek Chapel’s “Kid’s World” will be 
held July 16–20 at the church. For more 
information, call Virginia Learned at 
360.770.1765.
   A camp for kids and young families 
is planned for July 20–22 at the Miles’ 
home. For more information, call Virginia 
Learned at 360.770.1765.
   The Jack Sims Memorial Ride will be 
held Aug. 18 at the Harry Osborne Trail 
trailhead. First riders will head out at 10 
a.m.; last riders at 1 p.m. The cost is $10 
per hand or three for $20. A silent auction 
also is planned. Highest score wins a 
Court’s saddle. The event will benefit 
Skagit County Youth Charities. For more 
information, contact Cherie Geerdes at 
360.661.2149 or clgeerdes@gmail.com.
   The current Relationship Encounter 
series has ended. A new series is 
scheduled for fall, with Marriage Today’s 
Jimmy Evans providing the guidance. For 
more information, call Kathy Henderson 
at 360.826.3581.
   A group of women has formed in eastern 
Skagit County. “Women Hand in Hand” 
is unaffiliated with any specific church, 
so the group can cross lines without 
proprietary identification.
   The group’s first event is in the planning 
stages, with author, speaker, and horse 
woman Kim Meeder, to be held Sept. 6 in 
Sedro-Woolley.
   Any women’s ministry group that wants 
to be involved with Women Hand in Hand 
is encouraged to contact any one of the 
following:
   Sylvia Miles  360.826.3696
   Sharon Herring  360.661.5037
   Bonnie Lintz  360.856.1385
   Sue Walden  360.826.3944
   Shannon Shipley 360.472.1211
   Kathy Henderson 360.826.3581
   Join Women Hand in Hand at their 
barista stand at the following scheduled 
events:
• Friday Night Lights at 5 p.m. 

July 13, 27 
Aug. 10, 24

• SWRC Play Day Shows at 9:30 a.m. 
July 7–8 
Aug. 25–26 
Sept. 15–16

• Sedro-Woolley Rodeo 

July 3–4 
Sedro-Woolley Rodeo Grounds

• Jack Sims Memorial Ride at Harry 
Osborne Trail

• CEF Root Beer Float concession at 
Cascade Days, Aug. 18–19

• Upriver Women’s Retreat concession 
at Cascade Days, Aug. 18–19

• Concession at Praise in the Pasture, 
Lyman Baptist Church, Aug. 18

   The Day Creek Firefighters Garage 
Sale will be held July 20–21 at the Day 
Creek Fire Hall. The sale will open on 
Friday at 8 a.m.; closing was unknown at 
press time. On Saturday the doors will be 
open from 8 a.m. to noon, with bargain 
bags available from noon to 1 p.m. The 
sale will close at 2 p.m. Donations will 
be received the morning of July 14. For 
more information, call Bev Riesland at 
360.826.1155.
   Kingdom Builders is on the move. 
Be watching for Donna Pulver and 
Kathy Henderson as they are out in the 
community, filling out medical infor-
mation magnets, and passing out Day Creek 
Community information packets. They are 
looking forward to visiting with you.
   A community bulletin board has been 
installed at the Day Creek Fire Hall. 
Community members are invited to post 
their business cards, coming events, and 
Day Creek activities on the board—then 
contact Concrete Herald at 360.853.8213 
or editor@concrete-herald.com.
   The Day Creek Fire Hall is looking 
for a community-minded person to take 
charge of maintenance. Tasks such as 
lawn mowing, bee control, pressure-
washing, etc., are crucial to the upkeep of 
the hall. If you’re interested, call Travis 
Arendse at 360.826.5125.
   Community Club Potlucks are held on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 
p.m., at the Day Creek Fire Hall. The next 
potluck is slated for July 17.
   We are looking for event ideas that are 
fun and help to support the Day Creek 
Fire Hall while letting us all get to know 
our neighbors better. If you have an idea, 
call Donna Pulver at 360.826.3003 or 
Kathy Henderson 360.826.3581.
   If you have information for this 
column, please send an e-mail to 
winningcircleranch@gmail.com.

—Kathy Henderson

PUD bringing high-
speed Internet to 
Lyman area
   A plan to bring high-speed Internet to 
a stretch of the Upper Valley between 
Punkin Center and Lyman could spell 
relief for businesses and homeowners who 
have struggled with sluggish transmission 
speeds for years.
   Skagit County Public Utility District 
plans to connect them to an existing 
backbone of fiber optics it installed in 
2007, which runs from Sedro-Woolley to 
Hamilton. If all goes according to plan, 
the project will be complete by March 19, 
2013.
   Potential customers in the affected area 
have Ryan Jepperson to thank. Jepperson, 
who lives between Lyman and Hamilton 
in unincorporated Skagit County, 
grew frustrated last year with the ever-
slowing line speeds he was experiencing. 
Jepperson works from his home four out 
of five days every week, as a software 
engineer for Microsoft.
   “I had tried every option available,” 
he said. When he moved to his current 
home in 2009, Broadstripe cable delivered 
tolerable transmission speeds. But it’s 
only gotten slower. Now, he can barely 
perform his duties.
   Jepperson approached the PUD about 
their unused fibers. “I asked if I could 
secure funding to make use of some of 
those unused fibers, would they be willing 
to do that? They said yes,” said Jepperson.
   Jepperson completed a grant application 
for funding through EDASC, and 

gained a like-minded partner in Lyman 
Town Councilman Eddie Hills, who 
also works from home as a recruiter for 
pharmaceutical and biotech companies. 
He drummed up letters of support 
from local businesses and county 
commissioners, and kept the project 
top of mind among the other Lyman 
councilmembers and Lyman Mayor Debra 
Heinzman.
   The grant was approved last September, 
giving the PUD 18 months to complete 
the project, till March 19, 2013.
   No work has yet begun, which is 
causing Jepperson and Hills some 
concern. They’ve attended almost every 
weekly commissioner meeting, doing 
what they can to coax the project along. 
At press time, one more WSDOT approval 
had yet to be submitted, as well as a PSE 
and Skagit Planning Dept. approval.
   The EDASC grant will fund branches 
of fiber from the backbone, rather than 
extending the backbone itself. It will feed 
businesses and government along the line, 
including Lyman Elementary, which was 
connected on June 27.
   Homeowners should benefit too, since 
the PUD plans to lease fibers to Internet 
Service Providers, such as Wave Cable. 
Another ISP, Mt. Vernon-based Diversant, 
may be interested in approaching 
businesses in the area, according to 
Jepperson. With Frontier expanding its 
DSL offerings in the same area, local 
businesses and residents will have more 
than just the ability to sign up for high-
speed Internet access, they’ll have options.
   Jepperson is looking forward to the 
change. “Competition is good,” he said.

—J. K. M.

1008 Third St. Office: 360-855-1288
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 Fax: 360-855-1868
www.lemleychapel.com Email: info@lemleychapel.com

Rick Lemley Chuck Ruhl

The Day Creek Fire Department hosted a practice burn in June, using a retired dwelling 
donated by Morrie and Charlene Robinson of Day Creek. Big Lake and Clear Lake 
firefighters were invited to participate in the drill. The burn also was an opportunity to 
educate a group from Clear Lake Youth Explorers. Submitted photo.

They don’t call them “Women Hand in Hand” for nothing. The group snapped this photo 
during a June meeting. The group’s first event will be author Kim Meede speaking on 
Sept. 6. For more information on this group, read the “Community Notes” entry at left. 
Submitted photo.

Briefly ...
   The Lyman/Hamilton School Reunion 
is planned for Sat., Aug. 11, from noon to 
4 p.m. at Lyman City Park. The reunion 
includes a potluck lunch; attendees also 
are asked to bring lawn chairs.
   Questions should be directed to Joan 
Hendrix Parker at 360.826.3160 or Bobbi 
Hendrix Bryant at 360.659.9848.
     Heart to Heart Charity will host a 
walkathon on Sat., July 21 at noon at 
the Lyman Elementary School Track. 
The event is to raise funds to provide 
assistance to area families who need 
“everything from school supplies, food, 
clothes, and more,” said Heart to Heart 
founder Tammie Werner.
   A raffle ticket will be given to each 
participant, and every 5 minutes a 
drawing will be held for a small prize. 
Registration is $25 for each walker; water 
bottles will be provided.
   For more information, to volunteer, 
or to pre-register, contact Renee Self at 
360.422.5493 or reneedouglas@netzero.net.
   The charity also is holding a School 
Supply Drive through Aug. 17. Backpacks, 
school supplies for all grades, hand sanitizer, 
tissues, snacks, and more are needed. 
Donated items can be dropped at Lyman 
Town Hall during business hours. Cash 
donations can be sent to P.O. Box 1372, 
Lyman, WA 98263. PayPal donations can go 
to hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com.
   For more information, call 360.826.3818.

Council summary
   The Lyman Town Council held its 
regular monthly meeting on June 12.
Following is a summary of that meeting.

• Discussion regarding the June bills 
included Councilmember Mike 
Swanson inquiring into a $50 bill 
from Boundary Review Board. The 
check was made to submit with 
the annexation application, but the 
application is on hold, so the check 
was not used yet. It will be held until 
the application is submitted.

• Mark Kitchen reported he’d had the 
pump house worked on. There had 
been a problem with the storage 
tank overflowing. He had the meter 
calibrated. Kitchen also referenced 
another problem whose repair should 
cost $600 to $800, and asked the 
council members to visit the pump 
house so he could show it to them.

• Representatives from Skagit County 
Fire District 8 discussed the town’s 
proposed annexation into that fire 
district. A public meeting was 
scheduled for June 28 to answer 
questions about the proposal and 
explain why the town initiated the 
annexation. The meeting was to be 
held at 8334 S. Main St. in Lyman.

• A $1,000 donation was given to the 
town by Bud Meyers, which the town 
accepted.
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June in pictures

Above: Representatives from several African nations visited the Ovenell family’s Double O Ranch June 
11. The women—all of whom own businesses in their home countries—were part of a larger group 
organized by the U.S. Department of State’s International Visitor Leadership Program. The women were 
stateside from June 4–23, touring specific regions in the U.S. to learn more about business practices in 
America, especially businesses owned and run by women.
   Cindy Kleinhuizen, who manages the Double O Ranch, said the women’s questions were probing and 
insightful. “They were interested in our water supply, because it’s pretty barren there, and there’s a big 
water issue,” she said. “They were impressed with the aspect of women operating things at our ranch, 
and they were interested in our family and the history of the ranch.”
   The Ovenell women learned from the CEO of Hazagou Pastoral Farm in Niger that 80 to 90 percent 
of their calves died; Kleinhuizen believes this is because they are breeding Holsteins with their smaller, 
native cattle. “We’re going to try to find more information about cattle breeds that are more suited to their 
climate and breeding limitations,” she said.
   From left, Eleanor Ovenell; Hazagou Pastoral Farm CEO Maimouna Boureima, from Niger; Sotraco 
CEO Aichatou Ahmed Moulmin Amakok, from Niger; Fabacim Managing Director Kadiatou Dabo, from 
Guinea; Kamadouya Group Managing Director Kadiatou Bangoura, from Guinea; Kris Hansen, Cindy 
Kleinhuizen, and C & A Green Coffee Exports Director General Angele Ciza, from Burundi.

WE’RE PROUD TO BE A PART OF

THE COMMUNITY.
Days like today really do bring everyone in our community
closer together. That’s why we wanted to say thanks.

Thanks for all the fun. Thanks for the memories. But
more than anything else, thanks for letting us be a part
of this incredible place we’re proud to call home.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Nick Van Jaarsveld
Financial Advisor
.

913 Metcalf Street
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
360-855-0239

Above: A young rider tries desperately to stay on the sheep 
during the “Muttin’ Bustin’” event at the Darrington Timberbowl 
Rodeo June 24.
Below: Stick pony race contestants sprint across the arena 
on June 24. The little fellow who came in last arguably had the 
best form: He insisted on galloping the entire distance.

Above: A cowboy flies from his mount to the perimeter fence during 
the Darrington Timberbowl Rodeo, which ran from June 23–24. The 
event was presented by the Darrington Horse Owners Association.

Above: Kymbr Self and David Bricka bask 
in the glow of victory after placing first and 
second, respectively, in the adult category 
of the jump rope contest during Blast from 
the Past, June 2.

Above: Miguel Garibay pours his heart and soul into a solo piece he wrote himself 
during the Concrete Music Program’s Finale Concert on May 31. Once again, the young 
musicians from Concrete Elementary and High School wowed the crowd with a mix of 
tried-and-true arrangements, pop favorites, and instrumental and vocal solos.

Left: Eighth-grade volunteer 
Elijah Smith digs coconut coir into 
the field crops area of the Angele 
Cupples Community Garden June 
15. Smith logged eight volunteer 
hours in the garden during June, 
helping out with a variety of tasks, 
including weeding and spreading 
wood chips on paths. Thanks, 
Elijah!

Above: Representatives from Concrete Center presented 
Concrete Food Bank manager Marty Smith with a 
support check for $100 on June 14. From left, Janet Ellis, 
Charlene Palmer, Erma Baude, Smith.

Above: Concrete High School Class of 2012 graduates toss 
their mortarboards near the conclusion of graduation ceremonies 
in the CHS gymnasium June 8.

Right: Members of an impromptu band, R&R, 
perform at the old Fortson Mill site near Darrington 
during a Whitehorse Community Picnic hosted by 

Whitehorse Musicians Guild on June 24. The event, 
which featured several bands and solo musicians, 

accepted food for the Oso and Darrington food banks 
for admission, or cash to help the guild continue its 
mission of “maximizing the good” in the community. 

See story, p. 25.

Scenes from the
Darrington

Timberbowl
Rodeo



Open for business
Gateway Golf Course
   A Sedro-Woolley golf course has a new 
lease on life, thanks to owner Paul Lavin.
   The 42-year-old entrepreneur has been 
playing golf since he was 14, living on a 
nine-hole golf course in Monroe. Today 
he’s a PGA professional with a dream 
come true.
   Lavin bought the 60-acre course in 2011. 
“When I got it, the grass was four feet 
tall. I had to start from scratch,” he said.
   He’s poured thousands of dollars into 
the greens and fairways, and “now it’s a 
legitimate course,” he said.
   Gateway Golf Course boasts nine 
holes, a 15-stall covered driving range, 
and a clubhouse that includes a 50-seat 
banquet room. Lavin said he hopes the 
community will take advantage of the 
banquet room and choose Gateway for 
golf tournaments and general recreation.

   Lavin will host—and teach—the Gate-
way Junior Golf Camp, which begins July 
23, and will start the first classes of the 
First Tee Junior Golf program soon.
   The course has a more casual 
atmosphere than other area courses, with 
fees running $15 and $25 per nine and 18 
holes, respectively, on weekends, and $12 
and $20 per nine and 18 on weekdays.
   “It’s really community-oriented,” said 
Lavin.

Hamilton

Birdsview buzz
   Happy 4th of July, everyone! Big doings 
this month at the brewery!
   This month marks our 6th anniversary. 
On July 17, 2006, we opened our doors. 
We never thought it would become what 
it has, and are very thankful for all the 
support we’ve been given, especially by 
our locals. To celebrate, on July 14 we 
are having a salmon barbecue (with the 
world-famous Hershey Brothers doing the 
barbecuing. There will be live music all 
day and who knows what else. We also 
have music every Friday and Saturday 
nights during July.
   Looking ahead, Birdstock is August 
4. There will be a $5 cover charge, and 
remember, no dogs, no outside alcohol, 
and no overnight camping. We have a full 
line-up of bands and as usual, it’s a benefit 
for Birdsview Fire Dept. Come on out and 

support them.
   The annual Voigt family weekend in 
Ocean Shores was a hit again. Can’t wait 
until next year. Thanks, Richard and 
Andrea, for the use of your house.
   On to birthdays! Forgotten last month 
was Birdstock mom Danielle Moore. July 
birthday wishes go to:
   9 Kim Brown
   13 Andrea Frank
 Favorite youngest Voigt daughter,
 Julie Voigt
   14 Dan Brown
   16 Debbie Thramer
   17 Birdsview Brewing Company
   24 Heidi Bletsch, Mary Janda
   28 John Rantschler
   30 Rhoda Giecek
   31 Betty Taylor, Jim Haven
Have great month, everyone!

—Kris Voigt
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Council summary
   The Hamilton Town Council held a 
regular meeting June 12. Following is a 
summary of that meeting.

• Kerry Kelley from Unimin checked 
in with the council regarding the 
work performed by Inner-West 
Construction on the restoration of 
the Unimin site. He reported Ecotone 
Solutions will continue to monitor 
the site. He explained that the 
fencing around the site was to keep 
out any off-road vehicles and the 
fence around the pond was to protect 
children from going into that area. 
   The council agreed that the site 
looked good. Councilmember Moore 
questioned if the site was guaranteed 
for a flood. Kelley stated that the 
engineers indicated that it would be 
stable and would hold up. He would 
continue to check in with the Town to 
make sure things were going well and 
that Unimin would sell the site if they 
received any offers.

• Mayor Bates asked John Ravnik 
about the Town of Hamilton Water 
Plan. Ravnik reported he was 
working with Cas Hancock. Mayor 
Bates asked if the cost was still 
approximately $60,000; Ravnik stated 
he was not sure at this time.

• The bids for the Railroad Avenue 
Water Line (Economic Development 
Grant) were discussed. Council 
reviewed the Bid Tabulation by 
Ravnik & Associates to ensure all 
bids were complete and all bidders 
were qualified. Bids were opened on 
May 2 and D. G. Buchanan was the 
apparent low bidder with a bid of 
$66,238.96. Councilmember Bonner 
stated the town needed to do three 
things: Put in the Railroad Avenue 
water line, update the Town’s Long-
term Comprehensive Water Plan, and 
pave the roads. 
   Councilmember Bonner questioned 
if we had received any bids on the 
paving. Councilmember Moore 
questioned if Janicki Industries 
was donating the cost to pave the 
roads. Mayor Bates responded that 
the town received a grant to do this 
and that Janicki Industries already 
had contributed to the town. Mayor 
Bates stated that we had received 
bids on the paving and they were 
approximately $63,000. Mayor 
Bates explained that we still had 
not received an estimate on the 
cost of the Comprehensive Water 
Plan update. Hancock reported 
that she was preparing material to 
put the engineering out for bid on 
the Comprehensive Water Plan. 

The council discussed the ability 
to complete all the necessary work 
within the amount of the grant. It was 
agreed that the town did not want to 
overspend and deplete the water fund.

• An offer to purchase pipe and 
material from Bullerville Utility 
District was discussed. The possibility 
to use this pipe on the project was 
questioned. D. G. Buchanan stated he 
would not be able to use this material. 
It was possible this material could 
be used by the town on additional 
repairs and lines. The material would 
not be purchased for this project; 
however, the council did not make 
a decision to purchase this material 
for later use. The purchase of the 
material for future use was tabled. 
Councilmember Bonner made a 
motion to accept D. G. Buchanan 
Construction’s bid of $66,238 to 
perform the work per plans and 
specifications. The motion passed.

• The council reviewed Phase II 
proposal of the Railroad Street Water 
Project from Ravnik & Associates. 
The council questioned some of the 
breakdown in the Phase II proposal 
for $11,810. John Ravnik presented 
the Washington State Legislature 
Requirements for Engineers (WAC 
246-291-040), which he said was 
required by the Interlocal Agreement 

the town had signed with the county. 
Hancock stated that as long as the 
construction project was not required 
to be engineered, it would not have 
to be signed off by an engineer and 
the town would not need to agree 
to Ravnik & Associates Phase 
II proposal. There was further 
discussion on the costs of Phase II 
and the time the project should take. 
The council asked Ravnik to review 
his proposal and adjust the cost to 
present a new estimate to the council 
at the June 12 council meeting. The 
council made a verbal agreement 
to move ahead with Ravnik & 
Associates on Phase II. 
   The bid proposal for the Compre-
hensive Water plan from Ravnik & 
Associates will be submitted as soon 
as Hancock completes the required 
specifications for the plan. Hancock 
stated she would have the information 
this week.

• Water Department: Hancock reported 
the town’s water loss has improved 
to an 11 percent loss—a tremendous 
improvement. Additional small leaks 
may be found when the Railroad 
Avenue project is completed.

• Councilmember Cromley reported 
she attended a public open house on 
May 7, presented by Skagit County 
and the US Army Corps of Engineers.

Open for business
Community Bowling Center

The Angele Cupples Community  
Garden in Concrete needs donations in any  
amount to help pay for its garden shed. 
YOUR DONATION MAY BE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE!*

Call 360.853.8213 or e-mail goodwords@frontier.com 
to find out how to donate.

*Consult your tax advisor for tax-deductible information.

Obituary
   Karine Elise Hawley of 
Hamilton, born March 12, 
1956, passed away June 28, 
2012.
   Karine is survived by her 
husband Donald J. Hawley,
sons Nathan Madowi and 
Donald (D. J.) Hawley, 
daughters Serena and 
Jenny Hawley, mother Keren 
Thompson, and brothers Mike and Mark Thompson.
   She also is survived by granddaughters Mya and 
Elise Hinds and numerous friends.
   A celebration of Karine’s life will be held July 14, 
2012, at 2 p.m. at Hamilton Park in Hamilton. Potluck 
and monetary donations are welcome to help defray 
the family’s expenses.

Above: Community Bowling Center co-
founder Kelsy Rising (with snippers) and 
an employee do the deed during a ribbon-
cutting ceremony June 21. Rising is flanked 
by Sedro-Woolley city and Chamber of 
Commerce officials. Photo by Pola Kelley.

Left: Samantha McNeal, 8, of Sedro-
Woolley, takes a shot at the pins at 
Community Bowling Center during its grand 
opening on June 15.

At a glance:
Community Bowling 

Center
Where:   612 Metcalf, Sedro-Woolley
Hours:   Mon.–Thu. & Sun., 12–10 p.m.
  Fri.–Sat., 12 p.m.–1 a.m. 
Phone:   360.399.6188
E-mail:   info@bowlsedro.com
Web: http://bowlsedro.com

   It’s been a 13-year wait, but as of May 
15 Sedro-Woolley had its bowling alley 
back, thanks to a handful of visionary 
entrepreneurs.
   Community Bowling Center celebrated 
its grand opening on June 21. Located 
at 612 Metcalf St. in Sedro-Woolley, the 
former Fairweather Lanes facility is back 
in business, with 10 lanes of bowling fun, 
plus food, drinks, and a game room.
   Brought back by Kelsy Rising, Shannon 
Davis-Tolbert, and two other partners, the 
revived bowling alley is enjoying a rush 
of customers. CBC is on Facebook, where 

Rising and Davis-Tolbert regularly post 
food and bowling specials. An album of 
old photos is online there too.
   And, true to its name, Community 
Bowling Center will give back to the 
Sedro-Woolley community, returning a 
portion of its profits each year to local 
charities and organizations. A sign at the 
alley says its owners want to support 
or create scholarship programs, local 
charities, and fundraisers for school or 
church groups or clubs.
   For more information, call 360.399.6188 
or go to http://bowlsedro.com.

At a glance:
Gateway Golf Course

Where:   1288 Fruitdale Rd., Sedro-Woolley
Hours:   Dawn to dusk, 7 days/week
Phone:   425.633.6547
E-mail:   gatewaypro1@yahoo.com
Web: www.gatewaygolfandrestaurant.com

Cascade Days 
organizers need 
log donations 
for the August event. 
Cedar or spruce logs are 
sought for chain saw 
carvers during Concrete’s 
signature summer event.
   Can you help? Contact 
Cascade Days President 
John Burmaster at 
360.853.8024.
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Darrington
Pioneering Today
Dutch oven campfire 
cooking
By Melissa K. Norris

   Summertime usually brings campfires and 
cookouts. Unlike our pioneer forefathers, 
we do this for fun, not a way of life. I 
enjoy sitting around the campfire, cooking 
outdoors (as long as it’s not pouring), but 
I’m always glad when we come back home 
and I have the convenience of my full 
kitchen. 
   During long camping trips, I hated not 
being able to bake anything—until we 
discovered the versatility of cast iron Dutch 
ovens. Anything you cook in a regular oven 
can be adapted to the Dutch oven.
   First, you need a chimney in which to start 
your coals. Light your coals and let them 
heat up. It doesn’t take very long, about 
seven minutes. We prefer ours to be about 
half gray; if you wait until fully gray, you 
lose some of the cooking time. You just 
want to make sure they are fully lit.
   When cooking outdoors, especially at a 
campground, you want to put down a piece 
of tinfoil so you don’t burn the ground. 
Because of heat rising, you’ll put fewer 
coals on the bottom; seven is perfect for 
most dishes.
   Set your Dutch oven on top of the coals. 
Make sure your lid is firmly in place and 
pile coals on top. You’ll find tongs are your 
best friend when dealing with hot coals. It 
takes about 20 minutes for your cast iron to 
heat up to full temperature. Think of it as 
preheating. The more coals, the hotter the 
temperature. For a dish that bakes at 375 
degrees, I use 21 coals.
   Wind and outside temperature will affect 
your cooking time. Luckily, we had some 
sunshine and only a light breeze. It’s always 
a gamble in the Pacific Northwest.
   Check your food after a half hour, and if it 
isn’t cooking fast enough, add more coals to 
the top. If it’s too fast, simply pull some off. 
For pictures and Dutch oven recipes, go to 
www.melissaknorris.com Happy camping! 

Melissa K. Norris is a Christian fiction 
novelist who lives in Rockport. For more 
“Pioneering Today” articles, go to www.
melissaknorris.com.

July calendar
   Play Days at the Rodeo Grounds, 
located at 42109 SR 530 NE in Arlington, 
run through September. Plays start at 10 
a.m. and finish when everyone is done 
with the games. Remaining dates:
   July 14–15
   Aug. 4–5
   Sept. 8–9
   Mansford Grange Fourth of July Fair 
begins at noon with a parade downtown 
that ends at Old School Park for an old-
fashioned fair till 3 p.m.
   Darrington Rock and Gem Show is 
slated for July 21–22, from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. at Mansford Grange, 1265 Railroad 
Ave., Darrington.
   Darrington Bibliophiles will meet 
Wed., July 28 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss 
Dollarapalooza, by Gregg Sapp. Meet at 
Mountain Loop Books and Coffee, 1085 
Darrington St., Darrington.
August events
   Cascade Senior’s Spaghetti Dinner, 1115 
Darrington St., Darrington, Aug. 17, 5 to 
7:30 p.m.

—Marla Skaglund

   Rockport-based John’s Guide Service 
showed three combat-wounded U.S. 
military veterans a good time on the 
Skagit River in June.
   Members of the Wounded Warriors in 
Action organization—all Purple Heart 
recipients—took a fishing trip with the 
local guide service, which is owned and 
operated by John and Corrina Koenig 
of Rockport. The veterans came from 
Pennsylvania, and Selah and Anacortes, 
Wash. WWIA founder John McDaniel 
traveled the farthest, flying in from 
Florida.
   The visit included a chili feed fundraiser 
on June 9 at the Howard Miller Steelhead 
Park in Rockport.
   The event culminated with a dinner at 
Concrete American Legion on June 10, 
where the Koenigs presented McDaniel 
with a check for $2,800 for WWIA. The 
money raised paid for all trip expenses, 
with enough left over to give to the 
organization.
   Founded in 2007, Wounded Warriors in 
Action (WWIA) connects Purple Heart 
recipients with American sportsmen to 
provide world-class sporting events. To 
date, the organization has served more 
than 100 Purple Heart recipients. Its 
driving purpose is to reconnect veterans 
with their peers and American society.
   A former Navy man, John Koenig 
understands the challenges of serving 
one’s country, then coming home to a 
society that sometimes can be ignorant 

Darrington IGA

d.iga@frontier.com

“Hometown Proud”

360.436.01411090 Seeman St. • Darrington
Mon. - Sat.: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Sun. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Locally  
owned by people 

you can trust!

Randy Ashe, Kevin and Sheila Ashe, owners.

Wounded Warriors 
in Action visit 
Rockport

Whitehorse 
Musicians Guild 
throws a picnic 
with a purpose
   On June 24, the old Fortson Mill site 
near Darrington echoed with the sound of 
good music and the people who love it. 
Blanketed with ferns and moss, the ruined 
building’s cement floor provided a stage 
for local bands and solo musicians to wow 
the crowd. Performers included Ragged 
Edge, 15-year-old Eli Irwin, Brent 
Offerings, Don (whose last name nobody 
could seem to pronounce or spell!), an 
impromptu band called R&R, Dace 
Brown (another 15-year-old talent), and 
Freddie James and Freddie James Jr.
   But the Whitehorse Community Picnic, 
hosted by Whitehorse Musicians Guild, 
was much more than a jam session. And 
the musicians who played—as well as the 
people who listened—are about more than 
the music. Admission, for example, was 
$10—or 10 items of food for the Oso and 
Darrington food banks.
   “We’re trying to maximize the good,” 
said Farmer John, WMG president, who 
helped found the organization in 2005. 
“I mean, look at our logo: ‘instrumental 
within our community.’”
   For the members of Whitehorse 
Musicians Guild, that tagline isn’t just 
a funny pun. The grassroots community 
effort aims to “connect people who need 
work with people who need work done,” 
according to Farmer John. Got a building 
project? Repairs needed? Yardwork piling 
up? The guild seeks to find the right 
person for the job.
   And along the way, they get to listen to 
some incredible local musicians.
   To learn more about the Whitehorse 
Musicians Guild, call 360.386.5964 or go 
to www.w-m-guild.com.

—J. K. M.

Strutzfest lands in 
Darrington Aug. 2–4
   Strutzfest, the annual live music festival, 
will bring 16 bands to Darrington Aug. 
2–4 at the Darrington Music Park, 42501 
SR 530, Darrington.
   The festival is a celebration of local 
talent from the past, present, and future. 
Musical fare will range from local 
originals to hard rock. This year a third 
day has been added to the show, which 
will open at 7 p.m. on Thur., Aug. 2, and 
end that night with a 10 p.m. set.
   On Fri., Aug. 3, the festivities begin at 
2:45 p.m., with the last band taking the 
stage at 11 p.m. Even the Beer Garden 
will have music between mainstage 
performances.
   The Sat., Aug. 4, musical lineup will 
start at 11:45 a.m. and end with an 11 p.m. 
performance.
   Partial proceeds from Strutzfest benefit 
Seattle Children’s Hospital and Special 
Olympics.
   On-site camping, more than a thousand 
campsites, food and merchandise vendors, 
and a huge beer garden beckon music 
lovers to Strutzfest. Weekend passes 
are $60 and day passes are $40, with 
weekend campsites at $40. Tickets can 
be purchased at Magic Shears, Arlington; 
Aces Casino, Arlington; Conway Pub, 
Conway; and The Boxcar, Stanwood.
   For more information, including a 
complete schedule, go to www.strutzfest.
com.

—Marla Skaglund

Bluegrass festival 
on tap July 20–22
   Once again the sounds of bluegrass 
music will fill Darrington Music Park 
with the arrival of the 36th annual 
Darrington Bluegrass Festival, presented 
by the Bluegrass & Country Music 
Makers Association. The festival runs 
July 20–22 and features bands from 
across the U.S. and Canada, with several 
Washington bands in the lineup, including 
Darrington’s own The Combinations.
   Music begins Friday, July 20, at 6 p.m., 
with the last band taking the stage that 
night at 9:45 p.m. Saturday kicks off 
at 10:15 a.m., with musicians playing 
45-minute sets till after dark. Sunday’s 
music begins at 10:15 a.m., and ends with 
the last band taking the stage at 6 p.m.
   Darrington Music Park is located 
at 42501 SR 530 NE, just outside of 
Darrington proper. Tickets can be obtained 
by mail and run $50 for all three days 
plus $25 for camping. Checks or money 
orders can be sent to Bluegrass & Country 
Music Makers Association, P.O. Box 519, 
Darrington, WA 98241.
   On event days, the walk-in gate will 
offer daily tickets:
• Friday: $15, 6 p.m. to 11 p.m.
• Saturday: $20, 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.
• Sunday: $15, starting at 8 a.m.
   Children 12 and under are free when 
accompanied by an adult. The festival 
features dry camping: Water is available, 
but no RV hookups. Dogs are allowed on 
leash at campsites only.
   For more information, including a 
complete lineup of musicians, go to www.
darringtonbluegrass.com.

—Marla Skaglund

Riding like the wind on her trusty steed, 
a member of the Rodeo Cowgirls Drill 
Team entertains a cheering crowd during 
the Darrington Timberbowl Rodeo in 
Darrington June 24.

“Imagine Concrete” effort 
discussed at DABA meeting
   Concrete Town Councilman Jason 
Miller attended the June 20 Darrington 
Area Business Association meeting to 
share his hometown’s community-driven 
initiative, dubbed “Imagine Concrete.”
   The grassroots movement began with a 
visioning workshop in April 2009, where 
42 attendees were asked five questions: 
What do we want to create? What do 
we want to preserve? What should our 

community look like in the future? What 
do we want to change? How fast should 
change occur?
   Ideas generated during the workshop 
were voted on, with the town’s community 
garden, Superior Building renovation, and 
partial enclosure of Silo Park playground 
rising to the top of desired outcomes.
   Miller explained how Imagine Concrete 
has progressed and what the future may hold 
for it, including an effort to create Imagine 
Concrete Foundation, a 501(c)(3).

—Marla Skaglund

Rockport-based John’s Guide Service hosted a group of Purple Heart recipients with the 
Wounded Warriors in Action organization from June 8–10. From left, Concrete Mayor 
Judd Wilson, C. C. Mitchell Shlosser, Gabe Fierros, WWIA founder John McDaniel, John 
B. Koenig and Corrina Koenig, and Clay Hull. Photo by Crissie Wilson.

Rockport Fire Dept. 
Garage Sale slated 
for Aug. 3–5
   The annual Rockport Volunteer Fire 
Department Garage Sale will be held this 
year during the first weekend in August.
   The Rockport Fire Hall doors will open 
on Fri., Aug. 3, with the sale running 
through Sun., Aug. 5. Hours of operation 
each day are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
   The garage sale generates much-needed 
funds in support of the local volunteer fire 
department by selling items donated by 
community members.
   To make a donation or learn more about 
the sale, call 360.708.8594.

and disapproving of those who have 
fought in support of its freedoms.
   “There are thousands of military 
members coming home from the war right 
now, and nobody knows about them,” 
said Koenig. “This is a way to help them 
reconnect with society, with their peers.”
   Koenig learned of WWIA on a hunting 
trip last fall. He said he plans to have the 
organization back at least twice yearly and 

get other guides involved.
   For more information on local efforts 
to support WWIA, contact John’s 
Guide Service at 360.853.9801 or 
johnsguidesvc@hotmail.com.

Correction
   A photo on p. 21 of the June issue 
incorrectly identified two musicians who 
performed during Darrington Day. Farmer 
John was on the right; Freddie James was 
on the left.

The Voice of Eastern Skagit County
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NewhalemMarblemount
Skagit Valley 
educator receives 
statewide award 
for excellence
Amy Brown from North 
Cascades Institute 
recognized in June 20 
celebration.
   An educator from the North Cascades 
Institute has captured a 2011 E3 
Washington Award of Excellence.
   Amy Brown, the Institute’s North 
Cascades Wild program coordinator, won 
the award in the Informal Educator category 
during a June 20 awards banquet at the 
McKinstry Innovation Center in Seattle.
   The statewide award recognizes an 
outstanding educator who provides 
learning for all ages in settings outside of, 
and/or linked to, the formal classroom.
   Brown has been coordinating and 
leading the Institute’s North Cascades 
Wild program since its inception in 2006. 
North Cascades Wild features 8- and 
12-day summer wilderness expeditions in 

North Cascades National Park and Mount 
Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest in 
northwestern Washington. High school 
students canoe, camp, backpack, and 
complete conservation service projects 
while developing leadership skills and 
learning about the natural and cultural 
history of the North Cascades region.
   Brown earned her M.Ed. in 
Environmental Education through the 
Institute’s graduate residency program 
with Western Washington University.  
North Cascades Wild grew out of a 
vision Brown nurtured as a graduate 
student when she was leading canoe 
camping trips on Ross Lake in 2005. 
To date, Brown has helped more than 
300 youth experience the outdoors and 
wilderness areas of the North Cascades, 
coordinated stewardship projects that 
cumulatively have contributed more than 
10,000 hours of service work to public 
lands, and helped to connect alumni to 
next-step opportunities to continue their 
engagement in the outdoors, stewardship, 
and leadership development.
   Brown also initiated the first North 
Cascades Youth Leadership Conference 
in November 2010, which has continued 
as a way to reconnect alumni of North 
Cascades Institute youth programs to their 

stewardship experiences and public lands, 
enhance students’ leadership skills, and 
connect them directly with organizations 
and agencies that offer ways to keep 
young people engaged.
   Brown has more than 15 years of 
experience taking youth and adults 
outdoors, including working as a 
whitewater kayaking instructor and raft 
guide in North Carolina and Tennessee; 
adventure travel leader in Panama, Costa 
Rica, and Mexico; interpretive park ranger 
in Utah; and environmental educator in 
Washington, D.C., and Washington. With 
her passion for beautiful and inspiring 
places, she has counted breeding birds 
on Mount Rainier, monitored peregrine 
falcons in northwestern Colorado, 
and studied rainforests in Australia. 
Brown earned her bachelor’s degree in 
Environmental Science with a minor in 
Studio Art from American University 
in Washington, D.C., in 1999. When she 
isn’t leading students into the backcountry, 
she enjoys whitewater kayaking, 
skiing, backpacking, nature journaling, 
thimbleberries, alpenglow, the song of the 
hermit thrush, and making up silly songs.
   Since 1990, E3 Washington, formerly 
the Environmental Education Association 
of Washington (EEAW), has been 

Amy Brown, coordinator for the North 
Cascades Institute’s “North Cascades 
Wild” program, won a 2011 E3 Washington 
Award of Excellence in the Informal 
Educator category. Submitted photo.

Stop in and meet the new owners!

HHHHHHHHHHFor current happenings and specials, find us on Facebook!HHHHHHHHHHH

•	 Daily Specials
•	 Choice Grilled Meats & Fish 
•	 All-Natural Angus Beef  
 No Steroids or Hormones!
•	 Fresh, Local Produce & Organics

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT Breakfast Buffet!
Every Sat & Sun 8 a.m. - noon thru Labor Day!

Mon, Thurs, Fri 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
60147 SR 20		•		Marblemount				360 . 873. 4503

Skagit Tours 
launches 2012 
season
   SEATTLE — Seattle City Light began 
taking reservations June 21 for tours of 
its hydroelectric project facilities east of 
Newhalem on the Skagit River.
   The Skagit Tours outings allow visitors 
to see the three hydroelectric dam projects 
on the Skagit River, 90 miles northeast of 
Seattle on State Route 20.
   Visitors also can take the time to stop 
for a visit to some familiar favorites, such 
as a Diablo Lake adventure on the Alice 
Ross boat or a stop at the Old No. 6 steam 
engine in Newhalem. These offerings have 
been bolstered by guided shuttle tours of 
the North Cascades Highway, along with 
fine dining at the North Cascade Institute’s 

Environmental Learning Center. Visitors 
also can take a free guided walking tour 
of the company townsite at Newhalem, 
including the dramatic Ladder Creek 
Falls.
   Tours range in price from $25 to $35 for 
adults, $20 to $35 for seniors, and $12.50 
to $15 for youths 12 and under. Children 
under two are free on the Diablo Lake 
Boat tours. Power house tours are not 
suitable for children under 12.
   Popular tour dates fill up quickly. Seattle 
City Light is encouraging interested 
parties to plan their getaway to “The 
American Alps” soon. Information about 
the summer tour schedule and reservations 
is available on the Skagit Tours Web 
site, www.skagittours.com, or by calling 
206.684.3030.
   Seattle City Light is partnering on the 
tours with the National Park Service and 
the North Cascades Institute. Park rangers 
and NCI staff will serve as tour guides and 
lunch will be provided at the Institute’s 

Environmental Learning Center just west 
of Newhalem.
   Newhalem visitors who stay after 
sundown can experience the newly 
restored and enhanced light show at 
Ladder Creek Falls. Energy-efficient LED 
lights illuminate its waters nightly until 
midnight. The original lighting system 
was installed in the late 1920s by then-
Superintendent J. D. Ross to create a 
“paradise of color in the wilderness.” City 
Light restored the light show in October 
using modern, programmable equipment 
that uses much less electricity.

—J. K. M.

the professional home for diverse 
environmental and sustainability educators 
and their supporters. E3 Washington 
works broadly with education, tribal, 
business, governmental, and community-
based partners to enhance and support 
learning for sustainability.

—Submitted by NCI

PSE offering 
discounts on 
select LED bulbs
   Puget Sound Energy continues to 
encourage its electric customers to 
switch to high-efficiency light emitting 
diode (LED) bulbs and fixtures—and it’s 
providing incentives for doing so.
   PSE offers up to $10 off a variety 
of LED bulbs and fixtures that meet 
ENERGY STAR® specifications at 
participating retailers, which can be found 
at www.pse.com/lightingretailers.
   As the country phases out incandescent 
bulb technology in favor of more 
efficient and longer lasting options, 
LED technology has been viewed as a 
long-term, though costly, solution. LED 
bulbs are now widely available and, with 
a variety of rebates and discounts, are 
becoming more affordable to everyday 
consumers for the first time.
   LED bulbs use up to 80 percent less 
energy while producing the same quality 
and brightness of light that homeowners 
are used to getting from old incandescent 
bulbs. ENERGY STAR-qualified LED 
bulbs also have an average life span of 
up to 25,000 hours or up to 25 years, 
compared to incandescent bulbs, which 
can last up to 1,000 hours, and ENERGY 
STAR-qualified compact fluorescent 
light (CFL) bulbs, which can last up to 
10,000 hours. While an LED bulb isn’t 
significantly more energy efficient than a 
CFL bulb, its long life makes it more cost 

effective. Most LED bulbs are dimmable, 
making them a great solution for kitchen 
and dining room lights.
   “For the last few years, the high price of 
LED bulbs has prevented many consumers 
from investing in the efficient and long 
lasting bulbs,” said Cal Shirley, vice 
president of Customer Solutions at PSE. 
“LED bulbs are a great technology; they 
save energy and last an incredibly long 
time. Now that the price of LED bulbs has 
dropped and with available discounts, the 
era of the LED bulb has arrived.”
   For each incandescent bulb replaced 
with an LED bulb, customers save about 
$6 per year in energy costs. The average 
household can save $150 per year in 
energy costs by replacing the 25 most 
frequently used lights in the home with 
LED bulbs.
   To help homeowners pick the best 
LED bulbs for their needs and to 
help familiarize customers with LED 
technology, PSE offers the following tips:
• Consider bundling additional energy-

saving gadgets, such as motion 
sensors, with your LED purchase. 
This will allow you to start shifting to 
LED bulbs while adding hands-free 
lighting controls at home.

• LED bulbs can be used anywhere you 
would put conventional incandescent 
and CFL bulbs, but it’s important 
to match the right bulb to the right 
socket and application. If you intend 
to use an LED bulb in a table lamp 
or on a dimmer switch in a recessed 
can, or if you need to ensure even 
lighting in every direction (omni-

directional lighting, be sure you buy 
an LED bulb that will meet your 
needs. Look on the package to ensure 
you purchase the correct bulb for the 
fixture you intend to use it in.

• When buying new bulbs, take a 
look at the “Lighting Facts” label. 
Similar to EnergyGuide labels found 
on appliances and electronics, the 
Lighting Facts table will show you 
everything you need to know to 
make quick product comparisons. 
Brightness, light appearance, yearly 
operating costs, and disposal tips can 
all be found on the Lighting Facts 
table.

• PSE’s LED bulb tips can be viewed at 
Flickr.com/PugetSoundEnergy in the 
PSE’s LED Bulb Tips album. To learn 
more about LED bulbs and available 
PSE rebates, visit www.pse.com/
leds or call a PSE Energy Advisor 
at 800.562.1482, Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Mark your calendars...

Upcoming reunions
Rockport/Marblemount Old Timers/School reunion will be held Sun., Aug. 19 at the 
Howard Miller Steelhead Park in Rockport. We’ll eat around noon. Bring your favorite potluck dishes. For 
more information, call Penny LaFleur Mitchell at 360.856.6465.

Concrete High School classes of the 1950s will be held Sat., Aug. 18 at the Skagit View 
Village in Concrete. Eating will start around 1:30 p.m.; bring your favorite potluck dish or dishes. For more 
information, call Bonnie Drake at 360.853.8233 or Penny LaFleur Mitchell at 360.856.6465.

—Penny LaFleur Mitchell
Tour attendees enjoy a waterfall plummet-
ing into Diablo Lake in this 2011 photo. 
Photo courtesy of Seattle City Light.

Continue the cycle
Please recycle
this newspaper

State Parks Commission 
seeks members for 
winter recreation 
committee
   OLYMPIA — The Washington State 
Parks and Recreation Commission is 
looking for winter sports enthusiasts to 
serve on the Washington State Snow-
mobile Advisory Committee (SMAC).
   The committee has two positions that 
will soon become vacant. One position is 
for a snowmobiler who lives in Whatcom, 
Skagit, Snohomish, King, Clallam, 

Jefferson, or Island counties (Area 1). 
Another position is for an at-large candidate 
to represent non-motorized winter sports 
enthusiasts.
   Nominations must be received by July 
31. New appointments begin Oct. 1.
   The SMAC is made up of six snow-
mobilers and three representatives from 
nonmotorized winter sports. The committee 
also has one representative each from 
the Washington Department of Natural 
Resources, Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, and Washington 
Association of Counties. Also included is 
an ex-officio member from the Washing-
ton Department of Licensing.
   The committee meets at least two 
weekends each year, once during the 
winter and once during the summer. 
The committee reviews vital issues and 
advises the Commission and its staff on 
program policy and funding priorities for 
snow removal, trail grooming, sanitation, 
education, and enforcement. Members are 
appointed by the Commission and may 
serve up to two three-year terms. Travel, 
lodging, and meal costs for the meetings 
are reimbursed for members.
   The Winter Recreation Program 
manages more than 3,000 miles of 
groomed snowmobile trails, 300 miles of 
groomed cross-country ski trails, and more 
than 120 Sno-Parks (parking areas near 
snowmobile and cross-country ski trails).
   To send nominations or request an 
application, contact the Winter Recreation 
Program at winter@parks.wa.gov, P.O. 
Box 42650, Olympia, WA 98504-2650, 
or the Washington Telecommunications 
Relay Service, 800.833.6388. For 
more information on nominations, call 
360.902.8684.
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Seniors
   Stars and stripes, fireworks, 
parades, barbeques, carnivals, fairs, 
picnics, concerts, baseball games, 
family and friends, reunions—all 
celebrate the history and traditions 
of the U.S. and Yankee Doodle 
Dandy. What a day! What a day!
   It’s the best holiday of the year 
for some of us. The 4th of July is 
an outdoor get-out-in-the-sun-for-
fun celebration. It’s not Memorial 
Day remembering those passed 
warriors who fell for the defense 
of freedom, or Labor Day, which 
many regard as the end of freedom 
with the door slamming shut on the 
summer months and good weather.
   Remember how the family went 
together to the local amusement 
park and watched a fireworks 
display shot over a small lake? 
That can happen again for us with 
a family of old friends gathering on 
a local hill, watching the sky light 
up with joyful celebration. You 
can be kids again by lighting a few 
sparklers and setting off a string 
or two of miniature or ladybug 
firecrackers in the backyard during 
the barbeque.

   “Freedom is nothing else but a 
chance to be better,” said French 
writer Albert Camus. “The basis 
of a democratic state is liberty,” 
said Aristotle. Freedom is older 
than you, and it’s international. It’s 
celebrating peace of mind and the 
battles it took to get that in the U.S.
   Webster defines freedom as “the 
quality or state of being free as 
the absence of necessity, coercion, 
or constraint in choice or action.” 
That doesn’t mean you can say 
everything that comes to your 
mind. It also means you have the 
freedom to simply think it.
   And then there is the sitting 
around the living room or back 
yard after the fireworks display. 
The warm radiance of the slight 
beverage buzz, or the ambiance 
of old friends, fills the room with 
the faded sun and those seeking 
leftovers from the barbeque. Old 
friends slow down and relax in 
a comfort zone built by years 
of experiences together. The 
distractions of the present are 
left at the door like muddy boots. 
July 4 is more than the past; it’s 
enjoying the good times and 
friends of the present.
   You probably aren’t going to 
spend the day talking about Paul 
Revere, Betsy Ross, John Adams, 
or Thomas Jefferson, although 
they were a big part of the original 
festivity. More than likely you will 
be talking about Pete the barber, 
or Joe the bartender, or even Gigi 
the checkout lady at the market—
people of your generation and an 
important part of the celebration. 
That’s the real wham bam of 
freedom’s sound.

Patrick M. Kennedy is the author
of Being a Senior Citizen. Find it 
at www.funwithretirement.com.

from Marblemount to Birdsview. It 
leveled all nearby buildings, threw 
rock and timbers for hundreds of 
feet in the air, broke windows and 
doors a quarter of a mile away, and 
even shook houses in Concrete, 
nine miles from the scene. The 
explosion left a crater 10 feet deep 
and 100 feet across, the dynamite 
luckily being partly underground.
   Investigators, insurance 
adjustors, and spectators had a field 
day today inspecting the crater and 
damage done.

60 years ago
   July 3, 1952: Patrick Buller, 
32-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wade Buller of Marblemount, 
was instantly killed last Thursday 
afternoon when a logging truck in 
which he was riding went off the 
road near Olson Creek. The truck 
was driven by his brother, Ezra, 
who managed to escape without 
injury. Patrick Buller’s skull was 
crushed as the truck rolled down 
the steep embankment. His body 
was found beneath the load, but in 
a position where it was protected 
from the weight of the logs.

50 years ago
   July 12, 1962: During the 
past weekend, one party of boys 
became stranded on a cliff on Mt. 
Sauk Saturday night and another 
group of fishermen failed to return 
on schedule Sunday from a trip 
in the Illabot Creek area near 
Rockport.
   Both incidents ended happily. 
The boys were located Sunday 
morning: Skagit County’s 
Mountain Rescue Team got them 
out of their predicament about 
10 a.m. The five fishermen from 
Oak Harbor had planned to return 
Sunday, but failed to appear. All 

80 years ago
   July 28, 1932: A fire of unknown 
origin broke out in a warehouse 
belonging to the Rockport 
Mercantile at Rockport at a late 
hour Tuesday night, and heavy 
property loss was suffered before 
the blaze was brought under 
control. The warehouse was 
located near the G. N. tracks, a 
short distance from the Rockport 
depot.
   When the fire was first 
discovered, it had gained such 
headway that no chance was 
afforded to save any of the 
property inside the building. 
Several other buildings were 
threatened, but hard fighting on the 
part of a bucket brigade kept the 
flames from spreading.

70 years ago
   July 16, 1942: Blast hits 
Rockport! At 4:30 a.m. today, 
residents of the valley were roused 
from their beds by the biggest 
explosion since the Glitz blast 
many years ago. Between four and 
five tons of dynamite owned by 
the Selective Logging Company of 
Rockport exploded at its powder 
house across the river from the 
town.
   Although damage from broken 
windows and to all buildings 
within the force of the explosion 
was considerable, not a single 
person was injured even though 
about 30 men were within 200 
yards of the powder house when 
the blast came.
   The blast, set off by a fire, was 
loud enough to waken sleepers 

Coffee Break
Bam, Bang, Hiss, Sizzle
By Patrick Kennedy

Concrete Center
July 2012
Activities

Lunch served
Mon. – Fri., noon

Mondays
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   9:30 a.m.    Beginning quilting
   9:30 a.m.    Men’s group
   11:30 a.m.    Couponing
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Tuesdays
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   10 a.m.     Dominoes
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Wednesdays
   9:30 a.m.    Advanced quilting
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Thursdays
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.   Wii Sports play
   10 a.m.     Open studio 
     watercolors
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Fridays
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   10 a.m.     Movie (viewers’ choice)
   12:30 p.m.    Dominoes

Closures
7/4 July 4 Holiday
7/27 Furlough Day; all Skagit County
 offices closed

Being a Senior Citizen

Order your copy of
Patrick M. Kennedy’s book

http://funwithretirement.com/BeingSenior.htm
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*E-edition sent via e-mail as a 
PDF attachment(s); include e-mail 

address with order.  
See www.concrete-herald.com for 

Canadian and overseas rates.

1 Year
Subscription Options

••••••••••••• 12 ISSUES ••••••••••••••

Print 
$27

E-edition*

$15
Combo

Print and E-edition
$36

Subscribe  
to the new e-edition 
of Concrete Herald!

Save
a tree!

See Way Back, p. 29

Way Back, cont. from p. 28

five came home on Monday; no 
explanation was given for their 
delayed schedule.

30 years ago
   July 8, 1982: The old Hamilton 
School field will be the scene of an 
exciting Saturday as the Hamilton 
Women’s Club and Hamilton Fire 
Dept. join forces to sponsor a 
children’s play day July 10.
   The event will begin at noon with 
a variety of kids’ games, followed 
at 1 p.m. by firemen’s water fights. 
Lawnmower races will begin at 2 
p.m. A chicken and fish barbecue 
will be held from 1 to 7 p.m.

   You want to buy everything “made in America”? Stay out of Walmart. 
A huge percentage of its products are made in China. It has stores in 
six Chinese cities. It sends its officials to China to give its Chinese 
employees special training about how the “Walmart Way” is the way 
that must be the Chinese way of manufacturing. It holds meetings in 
at least six cities in China, instructing about 6,000 Chinese workers on 
the “strict” rules of how Walmart expects those manufactured products 
to adhere to the strict guidelines put forth by Walmart. A little research, 
however, shows that while 6,000 employees attend these mandatory 
meetings, they go away and cut corners.
   Walmart’s presence in the USA is dwindling; thus the reason to seek 
out a new venue in China, according to the December 2011 issue of The 
Atlantic.

   Civilization started out being housed in caves. Now I see the New York 
subway system is being enlarged humongously.

   One e-mail that is a constant given is with my DD (darling daughter), 
who, if she doesn’t receive her daily e-mail from me, is either e-mailing 
or calling me to inquire why. She is busy on her job and her home and 
her social life. I don’t need to make life harder for her, so I pay attention.

   Cheers!

An occasional comment
By Jeanne Malbrain

40 years ago: The last of three 
stacks at the Lone Star Cement 
plant, shown in this photo from 
the July 6, 1972, Concrete 
Herald, falls amid a shower 
of small concrete fragments 
shaken loose by the blast that 
downed the 180-foot tower. 
The third shot went off without 
a hitch last Wednesday, as did 
two earlier blasts that leveled 
the other two towers. The plant 
site, unused since 1969, is 
being leveled under direction 
of Iconco Demolition Company. 
Archive photo.

Not advertising in 
Concrete Herald is like 
winking in the dark*

*You’re the only one who knows
what you’re doing.

Call 360.853.8213 today
to be seen in Concrete Herald,

the Voice of Eastern Skagit County.
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   My wife and I returned recently from 
Boulder, Colo., where our son Nathan 
works. He wanted to introduce us to the 
Boulder area. He was so excited to be part 
of the Boulder scene. The city is a little 
oasis. In many ways, the land surrounding 
Boulder is harsh and desertlike. Compared 
to the Pacific Northwest, the climate 
is hot and dry (110 degrees while we 
were there), and everywhere you go the 
ground is hard and rocky, or gravelly, or 
dusty or some other combination therein. 
Boulder, by contrast, is a pleasant place 
filled with green plants, lush trees, and 
fountains. Water is pulled up from the 
aquifer, channeled through aqueducts, 
and collected in reservoirs to control the 
watering of the city and keep it green and 
lush.
   Water is necessary for the sustaining of 
life. It is appreciated when needed and 
applied in the correct ways. But it also 
can be destructive and a terrible threat to 
life as well. The aqueducts for collecting 
water are also there to keep the city safe 
from occasional floods that stream out of 
the hills during heavy rainstorms.
   Boulder’s dry climate is much like 
the desertlike land of Palestine and the 
region of Galilee where Jesus lived. 

Sunday School lesson
Peace, be still
By Marcus Stroud
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May 21
  While monitoring traffic in the area of 
Superior Ave. and SR 20 in Concrete, a 
deputy noticed a pickup pull out onto SR 
20 in front of an oncoming vehicle nearly 
causing an accident. The deputy stopped 
the truck and the driver did not have a 
driver’s license. The name he gave did 
not match. After a conversation with the 
driver, he quickly turned and ran from 
the deputy. The deputy searched for the 
suspect but was not able to locate him. 
The vehicle was towed, because it was 
a traffic hazard. The suspect’s identity 
was determined; he will be charged with 
multiple offenses.
May 23
   Deputies investigated a motor vehicle 
accident in the 23000 block of Gunderson 
Rd. near Clear Lake. The occupants had 
fled and were not located. A caller in the 
area reported that his house was shot 
at just prior to the accident. Deputies 
investigated and determined there was 
a feud between the alleged occupants of 
the vehicle and the homeowner. Shell 
casings were confiscated and the area 
was searched for the suspects, who were 
not found. The Sheriff’s Office received 
the assistance of a helicopter with night 
vision. The suspect was later arrested in 
the Bellingham area.
May 24
   Deputies located a license plate in the 
middle of Concrete Sauk Valley Rd. near 
the Dalles Bridge near Concrete. The 
license plate came from a stolen pickup 
out of Snohomish County. The vehicle 
was not located, and the plate was placed 
into evidence.
   Deputies were dispatched to a Concrete 
business where an 18–22-year-old male 
was showing customers a gun in his 
waistband. Upon investigation it was 
determined that no threats were made and 
no crime had been committed. The male 
was contacted and a BB gun was located. 
He was told to keep that at home and not 
show people.
   A female caller reported that her ex-
boyfriend showed up at her friend’s house 
in the Wicker Rd. area in Sedro-Woolley 
and yelled at her. Deputies located a valid 
no-contact order keeping him away from 
her. He also broke a cell phone that she 
had at the time. The suspect fled on foot 
and was not located. He will be charged 
with the violation and malicious mischief. 

Skagit County Sheriff’s Office

Blotter

Worship directory

May 27
   At 3 a.m. a deputy was parked on SR 
20 near Concrete Sauk Valley Rd. near 
Concrete when he made a traffic stop on 
a vehicle for a traffic violation. The driver 
was suspected of consuming alcohol and 
was arrested for that offense. His car was 
towed and he was later transported back to 
his residence in Mount Vernon.
May 28
   A male caller reported his brother was at 
his Day Creek residence and wanted him 
removed as there was an order between 
them. Upon the deputies’ arrival, the 
male who had called was the suspect in 
breaking his brother’s cell phone. He 
fled and was not located. Investigation 
determined that the caller was the 
respondent in the order. Charges will be 
filed against the suspect.
May 29
   A male caller in the Maple St. area of 
Hamilton reported that he was assaulted 
by another male who was staying in 
Hamilton. The fight was over the suspect 
being at the victim’s uncle’s house the 
previous evening. The suspect fled the 
area prior to deputies’ arrival. The victim 
sustained a cut from the fight. The suspect 
was located in a nearby apartment and 
arrested on outstanding warrants. No 
charges were filed for the fight.
May 30
   A male caller from the 24000 block 
of Old Day Creek Rd. near Clear Lake 
reported that his residence was burglarized 
from 12:30 to 3 p.m. while he was away. 
Several items were taken, including a 
shotgun. Deputies contacted a possible 
suspect, but he was ruled out. There are no 
other leads at this time.
June 1
   A male Rockport caller reported being 
threatened by a person to whom he had 
sold his car. The new owner was not 
happy with the car and threatened the 
seller. The suspect was contacted and 
he admitted to sending the threatening 
message. He was later referred for the 
threats to the prosecutor’s office.
June 2
   Deputies were called to an accident 
that occurred on Thillberg Rd. near Clear 
Lake. A car had been driven off the road 
and into a field, wrapping a barbed wire 
fence around it. The driver was checked 
for sobriety and found to be intoxicated. 
He was processed and cited for DUI. His 
dog was taken to the Humane Society for 
safekeeping.
June 4
   An employee at a Concrete 
establishment was being accused of 
stealing items when they were working. 
Video revealed that the suspect would bag 

Assembly of God
Concrete Assembly of God
45734 Main St., Concrete; 853.8042
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Tue.: Men’s meeting, 8:30 a.m.
Wed.: Adult Bible study, 6 p.m.
Thur.: Women’s Bible study, 6:30 p.m.
Bruce Martin, pastor

North Cascade Community Church
59850 SR 20, Marblemount
360.873.2504 // www.mmag.net
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wed.: Teen Connection, 6 p.m.
           Women’s Ministry, 2 p.m. (2nd, 4th, 
          and 5th Wed.)
Thur.: Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m.
Dave Nichols, pastor
E-mail: pastordave@fastmail.fm

Baptist
First Baptist Church
12732 Hemlock St., Clear Lake
360.856.2767
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wed.: 7 p.m.
John Batts, pastor
E-mail: pastorjohn@firstbaptistclearlake.com

Hamilton First Baptist Church
797 Hamilton Cemetery Rd. at SR 20
Office: 360.826.3307
Sunday School: 9:40 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Ron Edwards, pastor

Lyman Baptist Church
31441 W. Main St., Lyman
Office: 360.826.3287
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Catholic
St. Catherine Mission Church
45603 Limestone St., Concrete
Mail: 719 Ferry St., Sedro-Woolley
Office: 360.855.0077
Weekday hours: 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Sat. Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Father Martin Bourke, pastor
www.svcc.us/scm

Covenant
Community Covenant Church
12605 Highway 9, Clear Lake
360.856.1023 // covenant@wavecable.com
www.clearlakecov.org
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Call for weekly youth group/Bible studies
Tim Hedberg, pastor

Free Methodist
Day Creek Chapel
31438 S. Skagit Hwy, Sedro-Woolley
Office 360.826.3696
Rick Miles, pastor
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Tue.: Women’s Bible study, 9:30 a.m.
Thur.: Bible study at Mt. Vernon Manor, 
6:45 p.m.
Fri.: Dinner/Bible study at Miles’ 6:30 p.m.

Methodist
Central United Methodist Church
1013 Polke Rd., Sedro-Woolley
360.856.6412 / centralumcsw@yahoo.com
www.gbgm-umc.org/cumc-sedrowolley
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.
Marilyn Kallshian, pastor

Presbyterian
Mount Baker Presbyterian Church
45705 Main St., P.O. Box 246, Concrete
Church 853.8585; office 595.0446
www.mtbakerpresbyterian.synodnw.org
Sun. worship: 9 a.m.
Tom Ross, pastor

Lutheran
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
46372 Main St., Concrete / 853.8814
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Marcus Stroud, pastor

Nondenominational
Community Bible Church
45672 Limestone, Concrete; 853.8511
E-mail: cbcofconcrete@earthlink.net
Sun. School: 9 a.m.; Worship Svc: 10 a.m.
Childcare/Children’s Ministries at both
Contact church for other ministries
Rob Thomas, pastor

Rockport Christ the King Comm. Church
11982 Martin Rd., Rockport, WA 98283
Church office: 853.8746
Pre-service fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. service: 10 a.m.
Sun. eve. Bible study: 5 p.m.

To add your place of 
worship to this directory, 

call 360.853.8213 or e-mail 
editor@concrete-herald.com.

Sergeant’s 
corner
By Skagit County 
Sheriff’s Sergeant 
Chad Clark

   Skagit County has a very large 
volunteer base within its search-and-
rescue units. The Sheriff’s Office is 
mandated by law to provide search and 
rescue for the citizens of Skagit County. 
We have approximately 400 volunteers 
who are trained in various disciplines. 
We have at least eight groups that are 
active within Skagit County.
   Our most active and most populated 
group is the Skagit County Sheriff’s 
Search and Rescue (SCSSR). This 
group will be used if a person becomes 
lost or injured in an area that is not 
readily accessible by ambulance crews. 
Following are some pointers and rules of 
thumb for you to follow if you become 
lost during a hike.
   Always know what kind of hike you 
intend to enjoy. If you’re planning an 
overnight trip, you should be prepared 
with extra clothes, tent, flashlight, 
matches, water, food, and a cell phone 
with extra batteries. Prior to leaving for 
your trip, tell someone where you are 
going, what vehicle you are taking to get 
to the trailhead, and how long you intend 
to be gone. That way if you have a firm 
plan, your friend can call 911 if you have 

not returned or called within the time 
parameters already set.
   Once the Sheriff’s Office gets the 
call of a lost hiker, we will confirm 
the information with the caller and 
immediately check the trailhead where 
your vehicle is supposed to be. If your 
vehicle is there, a determination will be 
made by the SAR Deputy if a group of 
searchers will be mobilized.
   If you become lost and you know that 
your friend would already have called 
911, then you can do some basic things 
to help us locate you.
• Stay put as best you can and listen 

for helicopters and searchers trying 
to make voice contact.

• If you are still traveling, look for 
natural travel routes. Walk downhill 
on ridges and try to wear highly 
visible clothing.

• Start a fire and burn green saplings 
such as cedar bows to make smoke.

• Remain as calm as you can. 
Remember, the more you move 
around, the more likely you are to 
become injured and even more lost.

   Please remember to always have a 
plan when you go to the mountains. We 
can only find you if we know you are 
missing.

Chad Clark is sergeant for the Skagit 
County Sheriff’s East Detachment in 
Concrete.

See Sheriff’s Blotter, p. 33

Water in that land is both the image of 
life-giving abundance and the image of 
destruction and death. In the Gospels, 
Jesus is pictured as a traveler in the lands, 
moving from lush farmland to desert 
plain and sandy seashore. The people who 
follow him and listen to his words hear 
him speak and teach. He uses parables 
to make his teaching understandable. He 
uses as examples the very terrain that 
he and the people of Palestine lived in. 
He talks about dry and fruitless land, 
untended fields. He talks about fields that 
are cared for and seeded with care and 
that give forth fruitful crops. We see Jesus, 
baptized in the waters of the Jordan and 
using water as a symbol of rebirth. We see 
Jesus teaching people who live from day 
to day, catching fish on the sea of Galilee, 
and how precarious life is when you stand 
between the sand and the sea. In all these 
stories and images, we see water as an 
important symbol of life.
   But water also was seen as a destructive 
force. The earth in the Old Testament is 
subjected to a flood, which destroys life 
except for Noah and his family.
   In a story about Jesus and his disciples, 
they all embark upon a voyage in a boat 
sailing across the Sea of Galilee. As they 
journey across the water, a great storm 
comes upon the boat and threatens to sink 
it. Jesus is in the back of the boat, asleep.  
The disciples come to him and wake him, 
pleading, “Lord, do you not care that we 
are going to perish?” Jesus gets up and 
commands the storm “Peace, be still!” and 
the storm dissipates.
   Water is a symbol of life and a symbol 
of death. But Jesus commands both its 
life-giving properties and its destructive 
properties. The Lord is in control of all 
of our lives when we walk in the light 
and enjoy the passage of our days. The 

up items and take them out to their car. 
The employee was cited for theft and fired 
from the establishment.
June 5
   A female caller in the 9000 block of 
District Line Rd. in Sedro-Woolley 
reported being assaulted by her juvenile 
son. She was struck with an object, 
causing her injuries. The juvenile male 
was located and admitted to hitting his 
mom. He was upset about being kicked 
out of school. He was arrested and booked 
into juvenile detention.
   A vehicle went off the road in the area of 
Hamilton Cemetery Rd. near Hamilton. A 
male was asleep behind the wheel with the 
engine still running. He was later checked 
for sobriety and eventually arrested for 
Physical Control.
June 6
   A resident in the 3000 block of Swan 
Rd. in Clear Lake reported that their 
home was burglarized. A window to the 
basement was opened and entry was 
gained. Some electronics were taken. 
Deputies investigated and are following 
possible leads. The burglary occurred 

See Sunday School, p. 38

Obituaries
   The greatest guy in the 
whole wide world, Walter 
Dudley Ross Jr., 
passed away June 8, 2012, 
surrounded by the love of his 
family.
   Dudley was born Sept. 
23, 1925, in Bellingham to 
Walter and Mae Ross. The 
middle of three children, he was raised in Concrete 
and was a graduate of Concrete High School.
   In 1943 Dudley joined the United States Marine 
Corps and served his country with honor until 1946. 
He bravely fought in the original battle of Iwo Jima 
until Japan surrendered. Corporal Walter Dudley Ross 
was always proud to be a Marine. Semper Fi!
   Dudley lived a rich life filled with love and many 
accomplishments. In February 1952 he graduated 
from Washington State University and also married 
the love of his life, Judith Lyter, in Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho. Together with his wife, Dudley spent many 
happy years hunting, fishing, and raising their five 
children. He worked at the State Bank of Concrete 
until his retirement, always willing to give someone 
a chance, and a man of his word. Dudley spent his 
retirement years between Concrete and Kona, Hawaii.  
He was a lifetime member of the Nile Temple of the 
Order of the Shrine in Seattle, the Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry in Bellingham, the Burlington-United 
Lodge No. 93 of the Free and Accepted Masons in 
Sedro-Woolley, and the Elks Lodge.
   Dudley will be forever remembered by his brother, 

Donald Ross (Carol Ann Ross), of Lyman; his bride 
of 60 years, Judith Ross; his beloved children, Terry 
Freed (Walt Freed), Sherry Buller (Rob Buller), Mary 
Farnham, Ava Aldridge (Randy Aldridge), and Zeke 
Ross (Tammy Ross); his treasured grandchildren, Eric 
Freed, Will Farnham, Megan Kinney, Kristy Thompson, 
Mandy Meyers, Katie Pierce Elliott, Rob Buller, Kerry 
Faber, Dan Farnham, Clinton Ross, Lee Post, Robin 
Aldridge, and Natalie Ross; 24 great-grandchildren; 
and countless other friends and family who were 
blessed to know him. He was preceded in death by 
his sister, Jean Kempkes, and his parents, Walter and 
Mae Ross.
   Dudley touched the lives of many people with his 
generosity and infectious smile, and he maintained 
his wonderful sense of humor until the very end.  
   Family and friends are invited to celebrate his 
life on Sat., June 16 at 1 p.m., at Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church in Concrete. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to the Muscular Dystrophy 
FSH Society at FSH Society, Inc., BBRI R353, 64 Grove 
Street, Watertown, MA 02472; 617.658.7878; www.
fshsociety.org.
   Cremation arrangements are under the direction 
of Lemley Chapel, Sedro-Woolley. Share memories 
of Dudley and sign the online guest register at www.
lemleychapel.com.
Editor’s note: An obituary for Karine Elise 
Hawley appears in the Hamilton section, page 22.

St. Catherine’s moves 
Mass to Saturday
   Beginning Sat., July 7, the weekend 
Mass at St. Catherine’s Mission Church 
in Concrete will move from its previous 
Sunday observance to Saturday mornings 
at 8:30 a.m.
   A shortage of clergy prompted the 
change: There are only three priests 
available in the Skagit Valley to celebrate 
14 Masses on weekends.
   For more information, contact the Parish 
office weekdays between 9 a.m. and 3 
p.m. at 360.855.0077 or go to www.svcc.
us/scm.

   Obituaries published in Concrete 
Herald from May 2009 to present are posted 
online at: 
   www.concrete-herald.com/obituaries

We specialize in pain relief! 
Unbalanced feet can cause 

pain everywhere.
Let us balance your feet!

303 State St., Ste. C, Sedro-Woolley
info@ultimatearch.com |  www.ultimatearch.com

n  Free Consultation   n  Fast Delivery
n Friendly, Expert Service

360.630.8531

while the family was gone for a short 
time.
   A female caller in the Lake Tyee 
area north of Concrete reported a male 
acting strange and scaring people in the 
Laundromat. The male was attempting 
to post something on a reader board with 
a hammer. When that didn’t work he 
became upset and swung the hammer 
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B u s i n e s s  d i r e c t o r y
Auto/Equipment repair

Clear Lake Heavy Equipment Repair
12785 State Route 9, Clear Lake
360.856.9004
Maintenance and Repair of Cars/Pick-ups
Excavators/Dump Trucks and more!
Roadside Service Available

Bookkeeping
UpRiver Bookkeeping Services
360.853.7667 or 360.708.9761
upriver21@hotmail.com
Reasonable rates
Payroll services to full-charge bookkeeping

Brew pubs
Birdsview Brewing Co.
Fresh micro beer brewed on our premises
Great food! Family friendly!
Open Tuesdays through Sundays
38302 State Route 20, Birdsview
360.826.3406 / www.birdsviewbrewingco.com

Consignment Shops
New 2 You
Resale clothing and accessories
50/50 split paid as in-store credit
Wed. to Sat., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
44942 State Route 20, Concrete
360.853.5911

Construction
Don Payne’s Backhoe Services
Extensive experience, reasonable rates
Trenching for electrical and plumbing lines, 
site preparation, road- and lot-clearing
360.853.7838 / 770.0178
dpaynes2001@yahoo.com

Donald K. Moore Construction
Dump truck / Sand / Gravel / Topsoil
Complete excavation and lots, to acreage
cleared / log loads, underground utilities avail.

Insurance
Farmers Insurance
Notary Public
45905 Main Street, Concrete
** CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOW RATES!! **
PLEASE CALL FOR QUOTE
360.333.8851

Landscaping
Spaces — Daniel and Sierra Mencucci
Designing and building landscapes in the
Pacific Northwest for nearly 20 years.
View great “before” and “after” photos at
www.landscapesbyspaces.com
360.435.1603 // 800.317.5535

Lodging
Ovenell’s Heritage Inn/Double O Ranch
Fully equipped log cabins; AAA; 580-acre 
cattle ranch; all-natural, grain-fed beef;
special events; getaways; local discounts; and 
wildlife! See our views of Mount Baker!
360.853.8494 / www.ovenells-inn.com

Restaurants
Buffalo Run Restaurant
Exotic meats and all-American favorites!
Friday through Sunday
11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
60084 State Route 20, Marblemount
360.873.2103

Cascade Burgers
45292 State Route 20, Concrete
Featuring great burgers, fries, and milkshakes 
in a 1950s, family-style atmosphere!
OPEN DAILY: 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Ask about our daily specials!  360.853.7580

Licensed, bonded, and insured
360.853.8525 / Reg. #DONALKMO15KE

Farm and estate sales
Salmagundi Farms / George A. Lloyd
We buy, sell, trade; consignment or cash paid
35 yrs. sales experience
Licensed, bonded, & insured
360.678.5888
SALES EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

Gifts
All Valley Storage & Gifts
31687 SR 20, Ste. 102, Lyman/Sedro-Woolley
Our prices can’t be beat! Beanpod candles, 
home/garden items, decorating ideas, more!
360.826.6001 / allvalleystorageinc@live.com
Online: www.allvalleystorageinc.com

Matty’s on Main
45905 Main Street, Concrete
** UNIQUE & ANTIQUE **
Family Gift Shop / Special Orders
FREE GIFT-WRAPPING AVAILABLE
360.333.8851

Greenhouses and nurseries
Lyle’s Flower House
Zonal geraniums, bedding plants, hanging 
baskets, containers, large tomatoes, peppers, 
cabbage.
832 Alexander St., Sedro-Woolley
Open 7 days/wk, 8 – 6  //  360.421.4117

Hair salons
Hair Fitness
Complete family hair care, specializing in:
PERMS / COLOR & CUTS / WAXING
More than 25 years’ experience!
Call Kathy Monrad and Becki Hoover for appt
360.853.8684 To add your business to this directory, call 360.853.8213 

or e-mail ads@concrete-herald.com

Perks Espresso & Deli
Full breakfast, espresso, sub sandwiches, 
drive-thru and take-out. Find us on Facebook.
M–F, 5 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sa.– Su. 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
44586 SR 20, Concrete
360.853.9006

The Washington Cafe and Bakery
Fresh salmon, fish-and-chips; prime rib on Fri. 
nights. Donate to Concrete Theatre here!
Summer hours: Thur. – Mon., 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
45938 Main St., Concrete // 360.853.7723
washingtongrillnbakery@gmail.com

Self-storage
Concrete Self-storage
Located on Fir Street, Concrete
Heated and nonheated, security surveillance, 
coded entry, 4x5 to 15x32 units, locks for sale. 
Customer service is our top priority!
360.853.8100/concreteselfstorageinc@live.com

Towing services
Dave’s Towing 360.853.7433, Concrete, WA
Cash for clunkers, towing and extractions, 
abandoned vehicle removal, lockouts, fuel 
delivery. Credit cards and insurance accepted. 
Discounts for locals.
360.853.7433 or 360.770.6705

Rogers Towing
Fast, friendly, affordable service.
24/7 towing, lock-outs,
damage-free flatbed plus wheel-lift towing.
Credit cards accepted.
360.826.5514

Health
Sheriff’s Blotter, cont. from p. 31

Targeted. Five thousand copies 
circulate through Whatcom, Skagit, and 
Snohomish Counties every month,  
reaching an untapped market of readers, 
many of whom say they read only  
Concrete Herald. 

Smart. Concrete Herald keeps your 
ad in front of readers’ eyes for three to 
four weeks per placement. 

Flexible. A variety of options ac-
commodate your goals and budget. Ad 
design services also are available.

“Our ads in Concrete 
Herald help us reach 

out to the community 
with health information 

and hospital news. I 
know it works, because 

I get calls and e-mails 
from Concrete Herald 

readers.”

~ Valerie Stafford 
communications director
United General Hospital,  

Sedro-Woolley

around. Deputies investigated and 
determined no crime was committed. The 
male was warned about his behavior.
June 8
   A female caller in the Lake Tyee 
residential development near Concrete 
called to report her former roommate had 
assaulted her. He was intoxicated and 
when he was asked to leave, he grabbed 
her beer and pushed her down to the 
ground. He was seen in the area; however, 
the deputies could not locate him. He is 
being cited through the mail for assault.
June 9
   A cell phone caller in the 48000 block 
of SR 20 near Concrete called to report 
an assault. The cell phone connection was 
lost as the phone no longer had minutes. 
Deputies arrived and did not locate the 

caller. A search was conducted and no one 
was located. Investigation is ongoing.
June 10
   At 3 a.m. an anonymous caller reported 
a truck had struck a tree in the Cedar 
Grove development near Concrete. Upon 
deputies’ arrival the occupants were not 
located. While waiting for the tow, the 
driver showed up wanting get the truck. 
She was cited for hit and run.
June 11
   A deputy on routine patrol in the area 
of Cook Rd. and Hwy 99 in Sedro-
Woolley observed a “crotch rocket” type 
of motorcycle pop a wheelie and enter 
the freeway southbound at a high rate of 
speed. The motorcycle was exceeding 100 
mph and the deputy could not catch up 
to it to obtain a license. The motorcycle 
continued over the Skagit River Bridge 
passing cars on the shoulder. The deputy 

did not continue to follow. No suspects at 
this time.
June 12
   A female Sedro-Woolley caller reported 
a domestic dispute at her residence in 
the 24000 block of Marlene Way. The 
female victim had significant bruising on 
her body and said she was assaulted by 
her live-in boyfriend. She said that while 
she was being assaulted she had actually 
passed out. The suspect apparently fled 
out the back door upon the deputy’s 
arrival. The area was checked, but the 
suspect was not located. Further follow-up 
is being conducted.
June 13
   A Marblemount resident reported that 
an ex-girlfriend had entered his residence 
without permission. Upon investigation 
the deputies learned that the female was 
jealous and had armed herself with a 

knife and threatened the other female. The 
victim was not injured. Deputies located 
the suspect and booked her into jail for 
Investigation of Burglary First Degree.
   A detective from a police agency 
in Illinois called to let Skagit County 
Sheriff’s Office know that a missing 
person with suicidal tendencies was 
possibly in Skagit County. Deputies 
called the missing person’s family and 
confirmed that they had contact with him 
at a motel in the Marblemount area. He 
had written a note saying he wanted to go 
to a remote camp site in Washington and 
never return. Deputies contacted him and 
convinced him to go to a treatment center 
in Burlington and wait for his parents to 
arrive from Illinois to pick him up. He 
was transported and cared for and released 
to his parents the next day.

Five tips for safe 
summer sun
By Kevin Ronneberg, M.D.
   Summer has arrived. As the weather 
heats up, it’s critical for beachgoers and 
outdoor fun-seekers to be sun-safe.
   This begins with choosing the right 
sunscreen to protect yourself from 
harmful UV rays. Equally important 
are these five simple tips from the Skin 
Cancer Foundation, which also will help 
you mitigate sun damage and reduce the 
risk of skin cancer.
• Seek the shade. Simply minimizing 

exposure to UVA and UVB rays can 
go a long way toward protecting your 
skin. Infants under six months should 
always be kept out of the sun.

• Use a broad-spectrum (UVA/UVB) 
sunscreen with SPF 15 or higher. 
Regardless of the season, this kind of 
sun protection should be used on a 
daily basis.

• Apply 1 ounce of sunscreen to the 
entire body 30 minutes before going 
outside.

• Do not let yourself burn. Sunburn is 
the most immediate and obvious sign 
of UV damage. When immune cells 
race to the injured skin site to start 
healing the damage, they produce 
reddening and swelling. Tanning is 
the skin’s response to this damage 
and may permanently affect skin 
cells. It’s not true that a “base tan” 
will prevent damaging burns. There is 
no such thing as a healthy or base tan.

• Check your skin regularly and ask 
your doctor for a skin cancer exam 
annually. One in five Americans will 
develop skin cancer. Tans and burns 
can be the first step. Intermittent but 
intense UV exposure is more closely 
associated with melanoma, the most 
deadly variety of skin cancer.

Dr. Kevin Ronneberg is the associate 
medical director at Target.

SmileMobile host dentist Dr. Laurie Brion from Bellingham works on patient Justin Hayes 
on June 26. Assisting Dr. Brion is Sarah Semegn Carlson, a dental assistant student with 
Job Corps.

Town of Concrete staff and council members joined local business owners and our 
county commissioner June 25 for a photo op outside the SmileMobile. From left, 
Councilmembers Jack Mears and David Pfeiffer; Town Clerk Andrea Fichter; Mayor 
Judd Wilson; Councilmember Jason Miller; Concrete Dental’s Sharon Feller, DDS; 
Councilmember Mike Bartel; County Commissioner Sharon Dillon; and East County 
Resource Center Coordinator Lou Hillman. Photo by Rhonda Mannen.

   The SmileMobile set up shop in 
Concrete from June 25–26, offering oral 
health exams to children who might not 
otherwise have access to dental care.
   Staffed by Clinic Manager Rhonda 
Mannen, host dentist Dr. Laurie Brion 

from Bellingham, dental assistant 
Shannon Raske, and dental assistant 
student Sarah Semegn Carlson, the 
SmileMobile served 13 young patients 
from the Upper Valley.

—J. K. M.
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Kristina Collins

Mount Vernon Garden Patch
By Gladys Silrus

   On roses, downy mildew isn’t as 
common as black spot, but it can be 
devastating when an outbreak occurs. It 
shows up on the canes and leaves only 
during specific weather conditions. Its 
large, angular spots are purple instead of 
black and when they come to a vein, they 
follow it. The foliage eventually falls off, 
usually from the top down. The fuzzy 
gray growth of downy mildew (on the 
underside of the leaf) doesn’t always show 
up.
   Black spot, which can appear any time 
of year, causes black spots that cross the 
veins and defoliate the plant from the 
bottom up. Long periods of cool, humid 
weather with temperatures of 64 degrees 
F and humidity over 85 percent from 
early to mid spring are perfect breeding 
conditions. When it’s hot and dry, it goes 
dormant. But this pathogen can lie quietly 
in plant debris and soil, waiting for next 
year.
   What to do? To keep it away, practice 
good sanitation and avoid overhead 
watering: It’s spread by splashing water. 
Spores are most active in the morning, 

so don’t get leaves wet this time of day. 
Keep plants pruned and don’t crowd them 
so air can circulate. Cut out diseased 
canes and keep leaf litter picked up during 
the growing season. In fall, do a final 
and thorough garden cleanup. Send any 
infected debris away in the trash; don’t 
put it in your compost bin. Use an organic 
fungicide that has a potassium bicarbonate 
base.
July tips
1. Stop pinching chrysanthemums by 

July 16.
2. Don’t prune azaleas and 

rhododendrons after July 14; they will 
soon begin setting their buds for next 
year’s blooms.

3. Time to check and control all pest 
problems.

4. Fruit trees should be on a regular 
spray program.

5. Start seeds for fall vegetables such as 
broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, and 
brussels sprouts.

   Happy Gardening!

Got a gardening question? Send it 
to Gladys for an answer! Call her at 
360.826.4848, or write to her at gsilrus@
frontier.com or 42002 Pine St., Concrete, 
WA 98237.

Skagit County

   For most of us, a house is the biggest 
expenditure we’ll make. Protect that 
investment by keeping its contents in tip-
top condition. Here are a few products in 
your home that will last longer if you take 
a few simple regular maintenance steps.

Water heater
   Keeping your water heater—whether a 
traditional tank, a tankless, or a hybrid—
at its most efficient requires a couple of 
easy annual maintenance steps to remain 
at top efficiency, some of which you can 
do on your own provided you follow 
manufacturer instructions. Here are a few 
recommendations from manufacturer  
A. O. Smith:
• To avoid sediment build-up in tank-

type and hybrid water heaters, flush 
the tank at least once a year. The 
process is outlined in your owner’s 
manual.

• Once a year, operate the manual lever 
on your tank-type unit’s temperature 
pressure relief valve to ensure the 
valve is working. Use caution—the 
water coming out of the T&P valve 
is hot; have a bucket or container on 
hand to collect the water.

• For gas tank-type units, at the same 
time you flush the system, inspect 
the fresh-air screens at the base of 
the tank to ensure they’re clean; 
also, don’t pile stuff around the tank, 
which can block air flow. Never store 
cleaners, chemicals, and flammable 
materials near a water heater.

• Hybrid water heaters, which are 
similar to tank units but are more than 
twice as efficient, have an air intake 
filter that should be inspected at least 
twice a year. Remove it, clean it off, 
and put it back.

• The water inlet filter on tankless 
models, which looks similar to a 
faucet aerator screen, should be 
removed, washed out, and put back 
once a year.

• Most tank-type water heaters have 
an anode rod that protects the tank 
from corrosion; have a professional 
inspect the anode rod every few years 
to make sure it has not degraded to a 
point where it’s no longer protecting 

the tank.
• If you notice a decrease in 

performance, flow rate, and/or 
temperature, it could be scale buildup, 
and you’ll need to get expert help. 
If you have especially hard water, 
it’s worth having a pro come in 
regularly even before you see lagging 
performance.

• For safety reasons, it’s best to call 
an expert for anything involving 
getting behind access panels or other 
electrical equipment or anything 
involving the gas supply.

Plumbing
   Small pipe problems can lead to big 
nightmares if ignored. Here are a few 
strategies from plumbing and drain 
service provider Roto-Rooter:
• Inspect your washer’s rubber hose 

occasionally for wear and bulges, and 
consider swapping out rubber hoses 
for more durable steel-braided hoses.

• Test your sump pump monthly. Open 
the pit and pour a few buckets of 
water in; a properly working pump 
should turn on automatically, clear 
the water, then turn itself off.

• Be kind to your disposal: Don’t 
pour grease or fat down the drain, 
which can build up and block pipes, 
and avoid putting fibrous or starchy 
vegetable peels in the disposer.

• Frozen pipes in winter can cause 
disasters come spring. Never leave 
your garden hose attached to the 
spigot, as freezing can travel up the 
line; a Styrofoam shell covering the 
spigot can provide further protection. 
Inside, keep warm air circulating, 
such as by opening cabinet doors 
under the kitchen sink if it’s against 
an outside wall, and keep the 
thermostat no lower than 55 degrees. 

Katy Tomasulo has written about the 
building products industry for 12 years. 
Read her coverage of home products 
and trends at www.productsinsider.com. 
Portions of this story originally appeared 
in USA Today’s American Life | Home 
magazine.

Protect your investment, Part 1
By Katy Tomasulo

Hospice seeks volunteers
   Hospice of the Northwest, serving 
Skagit, Island, San Juan, and Snohomish 
counties, is seeking volunteers for its 
training session to be held July 13, 20, 
and 27, and Aug. 3 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Classes take place at Burlington Library, 
820 E. Washington Ave.
   Hospice volunteers are compassionate 
individuals who have a desire to serve 
their community by offering support 
and companionship to persons with a 
six-month or less life expectancy. They 
also may provide respite so that a family 
member or caregiver can run errands or 
get needed rest.
   Prior to volunteering, trainees complete 
an application form, background 
screening, and interview.
   Whether sitting and listening, sharing 

memories, looking at photos, or reading 
to patients, studies have shown that 
volunteers improve the quality of life at a 
most precious time.
   Volunteer service can be as varied as the 
individuals involved. One volunteer may 
help a woman with her garden; another 
may assemble a scrapbook for a family.
   Volunteers make a commitment of 
approximately three to four hours per 
week of service for a period of one year.
   Hospice Executive Director Jean 
Leib, RN, said the need for volunteers is 
growing.
   “More than 40 percent of our patients 
benefit from the services of a volunteer,” 
she said. “Requests for volunteers have 
risen dramatically during the past six 
months.”
   Training sessions include guest 
speakers, films, and panel discussions, 
giving volunteers the skills and knowledge 
necessary to feel comfortable in their role.  
A monthly support group and ongoing 

“Experience The Most Comfortable 
Dental Visit Possible.”

Dr. Larry ForsytheDr. John Matterand

Drs. Larry Forsythe and 

John Matterand are  

welcoming new patients to 

their dental practice,  

conveniently located at 

2261 Hospital Dr., Ste. 101,  

in Sedro-Woolley, at the 

corner of Collins Rd.  

and Hospital Dr. 
 

Call for an appointment 
today!

We look forward to 
seeing you soon!

360-856-6011
www.cascadedds.com.

Envision Skagit 2060 
wins governor’s Smart 
Communities Award
   The Envision Skagit 2060 project won 
a 2012 Governor’s Smart Communities 
Award recognizing outstanding local 
planning and community development 

Japanese Quilt exhibit in 
town through Oct. 7
   La Conner Quilt & Textile Museum 
opened its Japanese Quilt exhibit June 
27. Titled “At Play - Asobi: Quilts from 
Japan,” the exhibit showcases quilts made 
of vintage kimono materials. The exhibit 
runs through Oct. 7.
   Also at the museum, “Ainu Embroidery: 
Work of Yoshimi Kato,” an exhibit that 
focuses on the textiles, garments, and 
stitchery of the Ainu people from Japan.
   For more information on these and 
other exhibits at the museum, go to www.
laconnerquilts.com or call 360.466.4288.

Angele Cupples Community Garden co-managers Marla Reed and Jason Miller install 
“colored pencil” pickets on a fence line in the Children’s Garden on June 20.

La Conner

efforts from throughout the state.
   Envision Skagit 2060 was one of just 
two projects selected statewide for the 
Smart Vision Award category, recognizing 
exceptional examples of comprehensive 
planning. Winners were selected by a 
panel of statewide leaders in growth 
management and community development 
from a total of 20 nominations.
   The Envision Skagit nomination, 
submitted by Skagit County, focused 
on the project’s first and second phases, 
conducted between 2009 and 2011, and 
culminating in release of the Envision 
Skagit Citizen Committee’s Final Report 
and Recommendations in October 2011.
   The Envision Skagit project currently 
is in its third and final phase, during 
which elected officials from the various 
jurisdictions that make up the Skagit 
Council of Governments are discussing 
the Envision Skagit Citizen Committee’s 
recommendations. None of those 
jurisdictions are obligated to adopt the 
recommendations, which have helped 
to stimulate dialogue among the county, 
cities and towns, tribes, ports, and other 
special-purpose districts about common 
interests in maintaining a strong local 
economy and a high quality of life.
   The Envision Skagit 2060 project is 
funded with two grants from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, with 
matching contributions from Skagit 
County and other project partners mostly 
in the form of donated staff and volunteer 
time.

educational workshops provide additional 
assistance.
   For more information, contact 
Community Liaison Julie Pryor Barr at 
360.814.5588 or jbarr@hospicenw.org.

Cherry Sampling Day at WSU 
Research Station
   Western Washington Fruit Research 
Foundation (WWFRF) will present a 
Cherry Sampling Day on Sat., July 14, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Washington 
State University - Washington Research 
and Extension Center, 16650 State Route 
536, Mount Vernon.
   Hosted in cooperation with WSU – 
NWREC, Cherry Sampling Day features 
classes and demonstrations on growing 
new varieties of cherries and pruning 
freestanding cherry trees and high-
intensity training systems featuring the 
V-shaped Tatura Trellis. Discussions will 
include the latest research on the Spotted 
Wing Drosophila, now a threat to cherry 
fruit in western Washington. The event 
provides an opportunity to taste different 
varieties of cherries and get help on 
planting and managing cherry trees in 
your backyard.
   Admission is free to members of 
WWFRF; nonmembers pay $15 per 
individual or $30 for a family.
   Following the classes and 
demonstrations will be an opportunity to 
pick and sample many unique varieties 
of cherries from the WSU research field 
trials, and to take home cherries at a cost 
of $5 a bag.
   The Western Washington Fruit Research 
Foundation was created in 1991 to help 
fund tree fruit varietal research conducted 
at the WSU NWREC.
   For more information, go to http://
nwfruit.org/cherry-sampling-day.
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Dwelleyisms
Wit from former 

Concrete Herald editor 
Charles M. Dwelley

   “President Kennedy today makes report 
to the Congress on what he desires from 
them this term. It is stated that he will 
‘give them both barrels.’ To be filled, 
preferably.”
   “A man’s outlook on life may be pretty 
good when he is single, but addition of a 
couple of female eyes to the household 
broadens the view.”
   “Nothing like a good rain to make 
everyone thankful for little blessings—
like not being fish.”
   “Thievery is growing more prevalent as 
times get difficult. Under modern theory it 
is better to steal than work for less wages 
than the last job.”

—Jan. 11, 1962

   “One fallacy in the clamor for 
preservation of all things in a natural state 
for beauty alone is the grim truth that 
people can’t live on scenery—and that 
those who cry the loudest have already 
made their livelihood out of the same 
wilderness they now seek to save. It’s a 
good thing America was not discovered 
by bird watchers.”

—Jan. 18, 1962

   “Russia says we are afraid of failure, so 
we delay our orbital try. Absolutely right! 
If we were sending up Russians, we’d go 
right ahead. But this time we are sending 
up a fine American citizen and we want 
him back safe and sound.”
   “All the United Nations needs is a good 
credit man. Pay up your dues or your chair 
is removed.”

—Feb. 1, 1962

   “For the wife’s information, the game 
department has revealed that steelhead 
cost each fishermen an average of $3.10 
per pound. Now isn’t it a thoughtful 
husband who works to bring home such 
expensive delicacies?” 

—Dec. 4, 1952

   “In spite of overworship of currency, 
a man with no money is not necessarily 
unloved. He may just be the head of a 

Across
1. Occurred
4. Acropolis figure
10. Cancels
14. Cast
15. Longs for
16. Barbershop call
17. Mine find
18. Cautionary item
19. Passionate about
20. Redo happily?
23. Pinnacle opposite
24. With a steady hand
25. Moose or mice, e.g.
28. Unconscious
30. Broadcasted
31. Hindu garment
32. “Not to mention ...”
36. Improve a server?
39. Pendulum paths
40. Alternative to acrylics
41. Chip away at
42. Additions
43. Talking points?
44. Rounded style of writing
48. Fall mo.
49. Disloyal cover-up?

55. Arduous journey
56. Soft palate tissues
57. Dissenting vote
58. Latin 101 verb
59. “What fools these mortals 
be” writer
60. ___ cry
61. Abbr. after many a 
general’s name
62. Desk item
63. “Cut Piece” artist

Down
1. Pronoun in a Hemingway 
title
2. Halo, e.g.
3. Hunt for
4. Award
5. Go places
6. Any port in a storm
7. By any chance
8. “Cool!”
9. Weakness
10. Cartoon art
11. Arc lamp gas
12. Glorify
13. Expressionless

21. Exit
22. Actress Plumb
25. Medic or normal?
26. Pinocchio, at times
27. ___ acid
28. Highlanders, e.g.
29. Eyes, poetically
31. Level
32. Religious nectar
33. Golden Triangle country
34. Fries, maybe
35. Horace volume
37. City on the River Garonne
38. Turn up again
42. Amniotic ___
43. Scratch up
44. Absolute
45. Care for
46. Colgate rival
47. Signed
48. Undersides
50. Maintain
51. Charlie, for one
52. Data
53. Indian bread
54. Apprentice

Sudoku
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down, and each small 9-box square contains all of the numbers 
from one to nine.

*Solutions to both puzzles are on p. 38.

Crossword: “Sharing a word”

Funny as Facebook
   The following funnies were pulled verbatim from Facebook status updates in June.
• How to freak someone out: Find someone on Facebook with the same name as you. 

Steal their profile picture. Poke them. Good times!
• Just sent out 200 text messages to random phone numbers, saying, “Happy Father’s 

Day! I’m pregnant!” Now listening to the police scanner for my daily entertainment.
• Why is it so hard to find an exercise bike with a nice, cute little basket where I can put 

my nachos?
• What’s worse than crap you’re trying to sell at a garage sale? Wet crap, that’s what.

Public Service Announcement By Stig Kristensen

Caption contest
   Submit a funny caption for the photo 
below and you might win a $25 gift 
certificate to the Old Mill Restaurant in 
Lyman!
   The contest is open only to folks who 
live in Clear Lake, Sedro-Woolley, and any 
community east along SR 20, including 
Darrington. One entry per person; past 
winners are ineligible unless I’m hurting 
for entries. E-mail or snail-mail your 
caption by July 20 to: editor@concrete-
herald.com or P.O. Box 682, Concrete, 
WA 98237. Include your name, mailing 
address, and phone number.
   The winner will be announced in August.

“Mom, want to play 
bubbles?”

   The above winning caption for the 
June contest was submitted by Keith 
Tyminski of Concrete, who will receive a 
$25 gift certificate to Marblemount Diner. 
Congratulations, Keith!

SAVE CONCRETE THEATRE!
n  Donate at the theater during weekend 

movie times
n  Mail a check payable to Concrete Theatre to: 

Concrete Theatre, P.O. Box 954,  
Concrete, WA 98237

n  Make a credit card or PayPal donation at 
www.concrete-theatre.com

n  Donate at Columbia Bank in Concrete 
(designate check for “Digital Projector Fund”

For more info on ways to help, call 
360.941.0403 or e-mail info@concrete-
theatre.com.

Donate to Digital Campaign!

The movie industry will convert to digital in 2013. 

Concrete Theatre won’t be able to show new  

movies unless it converts to a digital system

--a $50,000 hurdle. Please donate to help 

keep Concrete Theatre alive!

*Advertisement  
paid for by an anonymous donor.

large family.”
   “In case you love history, last year at 
this time the valley was dripping under the 
heaviest rainfall on record.”
   “The true craftsman not only knows 
how to do his work better, but also why. 
That is the secret ingredient money cannot 
procure.” 

—Feb. 22, 1962

   “In the battle for bigger and better things 
in the small town, it isn’t a case of too 
many chiefs and not enough Indians. It’s 
just that the chiefs would rather be Indians 
and the Indians would rather stay home.” 

—March 29, 1962

Cascade Days 
organizers need cedar 
or spruce log donations 
for the August event. Can you help? 
Contact Cascade Days President John 
Burmaster at 360.853.8024.



Classifieds
MOVIES EVERY WEEKEND AT THE
HISTORIC CONCRETE THEATRE
Fri., 7:30 p.m.; Sat., 5 and 7:30 p.m.; 
Sun., 4 p.m.
All ticket prices $6 or less
24-hour MovieLine: 360.941.0403
www.concrete-theatre.com

FOR SALE
Cut Flowers: Lilies, dahlias, sunflowers, glads. 
Bunch only $5. Stop by our honor stand, 32069 
Lyman Hamilton Hwy, just off Hwy 20, East of 
Lyman. E-mail for availability: mr32069@yahoo.com 
360.826.3157.
Headstones. Traditional & One-Of-A-Kind. 
TODD’S MONUMENTS, 360.708.0403.
www.toddsmonuments.com.
Patriot brand Chipper/Shredder. Electric, good 
condition, 1.5 hp., chips up to 2-inch diameter sticks, 
$75 firm, 360.853.8213.

SERVICES
Eagles In Flight Motorcycle Sales and Service / Sissy 
Bar. 360.853.7000.
Gladys’ Upholstery Shop. Quality work, reasonable 
prices. 360.826.4848.
Guitar Repair: Free estimate, set intonation, 
replace nut, tuners, pickups, fix electronics. We 
carry accessories, strings, straps, cables. Order 
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Crossword solution, from p. 37

Sudoku solution, from p. 37

AreA Food BAnks
Clear Lake
Community Covenant Food Bank
Next to church at 12605 Hwy 9, Clear Lake
For a referral, call Love Inc. at 360.419.7061 
between 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

Concrete
Concrete Food Bank
112 E. Main St., Concrete
Second, third, and fourth Thur. each month,
Noon–3 p.m.
360.853.8505

Darrington
Darrington Food Bank
First Baptist Church
1205 Emmens St., Darrington
First and third week each month:
Wed. and Thur., 10–noon and 1–2 p.m.
360.436.9603

Hamilton
Hamilton Community Food Bank
951 Petit St., Hamilton
Every Tue., 11–noon and 1–3 p.m.

Commodities distributed first Tue. each month
360.826.4090

Lyman
Shepherd’s Heart Food Bank
8334 S. Main St., Lyman
Every Thur. 11 a.m.– 3 p.m.
Third Thur. each month till 5 p.m.
November: Open Nov. 23, 10 a.m.– noon
Closed Thanksgiving Day // 360.424.4927

Marblemount
Bread of Life Food Bank
59850 State Route 20, Marblemount
First and third Wed. each month
11 a.m.– 5 p.m.
360.873.2504

Sedro-Woolley
Helping Hands Food Bank
601 Cook Rd., Sedro-Woolley
Wed., 10–11:45 a.m. and 12:30–4 p.m.
Commodities distributed first Wed. each month
360.856.2211

*Changes? Call 360.853.8213.

Sunday School, cont. from p. 30

Concrete Harold

By Joyce Harris

Wounded Warriors in Action 
fundraising event a success
   On behalf of John’s Guide Service, John 
and Corrina Koenig, and the Wounded 
Warriors in Action Foundation, we would 
like to express our sincere thank-you to all 
of the people and businesses who helped 
to make our June Fishing Event a success! 
   A special thank you to the Concrete 
Lions Club, Concrete American Legion 
Post No. 132, The Washington Café and 
Bakery, Perks Espresso & Deli, Albert’s 
Red Apple Market, the Sissy Bar at 
Eagles in Flight, Cascade Supply, Outdoor 
Ventures, Three Rivers Marine, Lamiglas, 
Ted’s Sports Center, Holiday Sports, 

Ambassador Reels, Judd Wilson and 
family, Cause for Divorce Guide Service, 
and all of the folks who donated and 
who came out on Saturday to our Chili 
Feed. I cannot express enough the feeling 
of support we had from our upriver 
community. Please remember to patronize 
your local businesses and thank them for 
their support.
   This event was a huge success! At a 
dinner in our Wounded Veterans honor at 
the American Legion on Sun., June 10, 
we were able to present the founder of 
WWIA, John McDaniel, with a check for 
$2,800 to give to the organization. Not 
only did that check pay for the flights, 
accommodations, food, and licenses for 
the three veterans who came out and 
fished with us, but it also puts some funds 
into the organization coffers for the next 
trip.
   John’s Guide Service plans to have the 
organization back at least a couple of 
times each year, and getting other hunting 
and fishing guides and outfitters involved 
in hosting these guys as well. Our next 
trip is scheduled for Aug. 1–5. We will  
take four combat-wounded veterans on 
a five-day bear hunt. We would like to 
thank Ovenell’s Heritage Inn for donating 
the first three days of the veterans’ stay in 
their newest cabin, Cougar Crest.
   We are still looking for ongoing support 
from the community to make this event a 
success. Please contact us at 360.853.9801 
if you are interested in thanking your U.S. 
servicemen and women by helping out 
this very worthy cause.
   Thank you.

John and Corrina Koenig
Rockport

Community Picnic a community 
effort
   We at Whitehorse Musicians Guild 
would like to thank the sponsors who 
made the June 24 Whitehorse Community 
Picnic a success. This amazing show 
would never have happened without 
the concentrated effort of the whole 
community.
   Darrington Hardware, Darrington 
IGA, and Wizards of Ooze were our first 
sponsors; since then, they have been 
joined by Hometown Bakery Cafe, Red 
Top Tavern, Galloping Goose Gifts, The 
Station, Darrington Auto Parts, Mountain 
Loop Books and Coffee, Gold Nugget 
Jewelry and Loan, Pam’s Photos, and 
Cutting Edge Hair Salon.
   Muchas gracias to Gonzolo at Taqueria 
El Migra. Special thanks also to Melinda 
at Embroidered Creations for the last-
minute WMG shirts and the banner.
   The WMG has grown with many 

Not advertising in 
Concrete Herald is like
winking in the dark*

*You’re the only one who knows
what you’re doing.

Call 360.853.8213 today
to be seen in Concrete Herald.

Obituaries online
   Obituaries published in Concrete Herald 
from May 2009 to the present are posted 
online at: 
   www.concrete-herald.com/obituaries
   For more information, e-mail editor@
concrete-herald.com or call 360.853.8213.

Editorial, cont. from p. 2 online, www.GRGuitars.com, pick up near Lyman, 
by appointment. E-mail grguitars@msn.com 
message 360.826.3157.
Landscapes designed and built. Great photos: 
www.landscapesbyspaces.com. 360.435.1603.

Lord also is there in the times of our lives 
when there seems nothing but storm and 
destruction. The Lord is there, guiding, 
directing, moving us along in tempest 
winds to cross the seas of our time on this 
earth. And when we have had enough, 
when he has brought us across the vast 
expanses on our journey with him, he 
commands, “Peace, be still!”

Marcus Stroud pastors Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church in Concrete.

The Voice of Eastern Skagit County

Letters, cont. from p. 2 bands and individuals who now provide 
outstanding talent and resources for the 
enjoyment of various charitable events. 
They do so without regard to being paid 
for their time. It is the willingness of 
community that brings about change 
regardless of scale.
   Finally, the board of WMG thanks Jason 
Miller of Concrete Herald for taking the 
time to come and get a glimpse of what 
the Whitehorse Musicians Guild is about. 
Busy people who make time for charitable 
events such as the one you came to say a 
lot about the person and the company they 
represent. Perhaps one day you would like 
to join our list of sponsors.

Farmer John, president
Whitehorse Musicians Guild

Darrington

To place a Classified ad, call 360.853.8213 or 
e-mail ads@concrete-herald.com. Ads are $5 per 
every 10 words, rounded up to the nearest 10. 
Payment is due at time of placement. Deadline 
for August 2012 issue is July 23.

Continue the cycle
Please recycle
this newspaper

two of whom voiced staunch opposition 
to the resolution and to the idea of 
preserving the Superior Building, which 
was constructed in the 1920s as an 
administration building for the Superior 
Portland Cement Company. A third was 
simply very hesitant.
   This is a disturbing development in the 
process of reviving a worthwhile piece 
of Concrete history, especially when you 
consider that one of the dissenters actually 
took part in both cleanout days that were 
held at the building in 2010.
   Let’s talk about how we got to this 
point.
   The preservation and restoration of the 
Superior Building was one of the most 
popular ideas to come out of the first 
Imagine Concrete visioning workshop in 
April 2009, second only in vote count to 
the community garden idea.
   A task force was formed to research 
options for the building and give 
recommendations to the council. The two 
cleanout days and the debris removal from 
the roof logged 400 volunteer hours and 
100 equipment hours.
   The council approved the creation of the 
Historical Preservation and Landmarks 
Commission, a group composed of local 
experts in archaeology, architecture, 
engineering, landscape architecture, and 
this council member, whose primary 
project at its inception was the Superior 
Building.
   The council also approved efforts 
from the town to become a Certified 
Local Government—one of only two 
in Skagit County—so that the town 
could have access to special grants, 
technical assistance and training from 
the State Historic Preservation Office, 
valuable historic preservation networking 
opportunities, and more—all with the 
intent of bringing these resources to bear 
on the Superior Building.
   Then the council directed The Johnson 
Partnership to proceed with the grant-
funded feasibility study, which, while 
long on historical references, delivered 
the answer the council sought: The 
Superior Building is structurally sound 
enough to renovate and serve as the 
town’s new government headquarters. It 
also recommended that the building be 
immediately weatherproofed; i.e., a new, 
historically sensitive roof be installed.
   Somehow, we went from actions that 
demonstrated support to one council 
member stating during the June 25 
meeting, “I don’t love that building.”
   What a sad thing to hear from an elected 
official charged with carrying out the will 

of the people.
   The Superior Building project is about 
more than the building itself. It’s about 
building community pride, preserving 
tradition, and inspiring people in the 
community. Our historic buildings 
represent a community investment 
that should not be discarded lightly; 
rehabilitating and then maintaining our 
older buildings can mean savings in time, 
money, and raw materials, to say nothing 
of saving architecture that, it often seems, 
few modern architects can replicate.
   In the Superior Building, Town of 
Concrete has an opportunity to go big and 
win big, but it will take concerted political 
will. It will take guts. If the council drops 
the ball on this matter, its credibility will 
be shot. Its members will have proven to 
the citizenry that they, as a body, have no 
guts to take on the tough tasks that face 
the community.
   No decision was made regarding the 
proposed resolution and the future of the 
Superior Building during the June 25 
meeting, but the subject will be on the 
agenda for the next meeting, July 9.
   “Second chances come along all the 
time. It’s up to us to recognize them.”
   Writer Katherine Russell Rich said that. 
I agree with her, and believe it’s time 
to give the Superior Building a second 
chance. If you have an opinion about 
the Superior Building, I encourage you 
to show up at the July 9 regular council 
meeting (7 p.m., Concrete Town Hall) and 
make your voice heard.

—J. K. M.

Council, cont. from p. 5

Imagine Concrete initiative. 
• Councilmember Dave Pfeiffer said he 

doesn’t believe the building has any 
actual historical value, and doesn’t 
agree with the recommendation of the 
commission to restore this building.

• Councilmember Mike Bartel stated he 
deals with a lot of bridges and other 
concrete structures, and that costs can 
increase substantially when dealing 
with exposed and rusted rebar.

• Councilmember Mears stated if the 
town puts any more money into 
this building, they are just throwing 
it away. He stated he believes the 
structure to be an old wreck of a 
building that will cost more than 
$1,000,000 to restore. He also stated 
it’s really not that old of a building.

• Councilmember Miller stated the will 
of the people is to restore the 1920s 
building, and the TJP report says it 
can be done.
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