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full of events, and this year is no exception.  
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next biennial budget grounded Town of 
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The future of forest roads
Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest 
staffers want to find out what roads are 
important to the public and why. Tell 
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and be prepared to see the others 
decommissioned.  Page 4.

Jail funding on Aug. 6 ballot
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sales tax to pay for a new county jail.
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At-Large, Ward 2 council 
seats up for grabs in S-W
The Aug. 6 primary election will see three 
candidates looking to take over longtime 
Sedro-Woolley City Councilmember 
Tony Splane’s Ward 2 seat and two new 
faces trying to unseat Council-At-Large 
incumbent Brett Sandström.  Page 16.

Archery in Darrington
Darrington will host this year’s National 
Field Archery Association Outdoor National 
Championship, July 24–28.  Page 25.

              t Mears Field in Concrete is a museum that 
exists because of one man’s vision—and the passion 
of a colleague and friend to run with it.
   Composed of six hangars and about 45 old flying 
machines, the North Cascades Vintage Aircraft 
Museum invites visitors year-round to experience 
airplanes from the 1920s and ’30s, the “Golden Age 
of Aviation.”

See Museum, p. 23

A history of flight
North Cascades Vintage Aircraft Museum is one of 
Concrete’s hidden treasures.

North Cascades Vintage Aircraft Museum Director of 
Operations Jim Jenkins, with a 1931 Stinson Detroiter, 
one of three planes the museum uses for sightseeing 
tours of the Upper Valley.

A



From the editor
Our “bridge” collapses every winter
   I watched with great interest the reaction of I-5 corridor businesses after the Skagit 
River bridge collapsed. With their customer delivery system down, their revenues 
dropped precipitously. Almost in a panic, area chambers of commerce, Economic 
Development Association of Skagit County (EDASC), WSDOT, and even Gov. Inslee 
leaped into action, developing plans to restore the river crossing and encourage potential 
customers to continue to patronize businesses in the area, some of whom reported an 
immediate 90 percent drop in revenue.
   Admittedly, my train of thought started with a snort, followed by musing that our 
Upper Valley businesses’ “bridge” collapses every winter in the form of a closed 
pass that throttles cross-state traffic, and, in the process, a healthy chunk of our area’s 
commerce. Wish WSDOT were as committed to our businesses.
   But then I moved on to more constructive thoughts, such as what might happen if, say, 
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Opinion

Letters policy
Letters of 200 words or fewer may be e-mailed 
to letters@concrete-herald.com or sent to 
Concrete Herald, P.O. Box 682, Concrete, WA 
98237. Writers must include their name and town 
or community for publication, plus a daytime 
telephone number for confirmation purposes. 
Concrete Herald reserves the right to edit letters 
for length, clarity, accuracy, spelling, grammar, 
and potentially libelous statements. So be nice.

Letters to the editor
What about separation of Church 
and State?
   I have two questions that I have not 
heard addressed about the current take-
over of Washington State’s publicly 
financed secular hospitals by Catholic 
health care systems.
   What about the separation of church 
and state? The Washington State 
Constitution declares that “no public 
money or property shall be appropriated 
for or applied to any religious worship, 
exercise or instruction, or the support of 
any religious establishment.” We have 
been told that the tax money for the local 
hospital districts goes only for capital not 
operational expenses. But I have read in 
Skagit Valley Herald that PeaceHealth 
will pay United General Hospital only 
$10 a year for use of the facility, and all of 
the hospital district tax money will go to 
PeaceHealth. How can this be?
   Although my second question is not 
strictly local, I wonder what will happen 
to the University of Washington’s medical 
curriculum if it forms an alliance with a 
Catholic institution? Some people think 
that if there is only an alliance, not a 
merger, that there is nothing to worry 
about. But that certainly has not been the 
case with other alliances with Catholic 
hospitals across the country. If a bishop 
should decide to impose the Catholic 
Ethical and Religious Health Directives 
(ERDs), would the young doctors being 
trained at the University of Washington 
be excluded from learning those medical 
and surgical procedures prohibited by the 
ERDs?  
   I hope that the so-called TriLocals look 
beyond the purely fiscal and technological 
considerations when they choose the 
health care system with which to affiliate.  
There will be fiscal and technological 
advantages with affiliations with any one 
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of the four hospitals being considered. But 
only an affiliation with a secular hospital 
will ensure that no health care options 
now available to us would be lost.  

Susan Rombeek
Guemes Island

Annual picnic demonstrated 
community commitment
   Few things in life warm the heart as 
much as witnessing the collective
strength of a concerned community.
   On Sun. June 23, Whitehorse Musicians 
Guild hosted the 4th Annual Whitehorse 
Community Picnic. It was at the site
of the Old Fortson Mill where one would 
have witnessed the fruit of that collective 
strength.
   In a small clearing in the woods near 
an old mill pond, a community gathered 
to celebrate the coming of summer, 
beautiful music, family and friends, 
and the revitalization of a wonderful 
place once forgotten. The threat of rain 
loomed over the small crowd on this 
solstice celebration as music performed 
by the artists of Desperate Measures, The 

See Letters, p. 39

Corrections
   In the June issue, I called Rich Philips 
by his departed father’s name, Dale. Yes, 
I know the difference. I guess I was still 
pondering the loss of a great man.

Upper Valley packed with July events

98575 SR 20 (milepost 104)  |  Rockport, WA  |  Open 7 Days A Week  

Phone: (360) 873-4073    Fax: (360) 873-4322

www.GlacierPeakWinery.com

July 4 Concert  
at Glacier Peak Winery

RSVP to 360.873.4073 

or 626.826.9877

The music of Tom Petty by “Petty Thief”

Dinner only $20
plus a drink!

Come for the afternoon. Have a delicious 

steak or salmon dinner. Enjoy the music and 

beautiful scenery. Relax in the outdoors.  

Have a glass of wine.

HHHHHHHHHHFor current  happenings and specials, find us on Facebook!HHHHHHHHHHH

•	 Daily Specials
•	 Choice Grilled Meats & Fish 
•	 All-Natural Angus Beef  
 No Steroids or Hormones!
•	 Fresh, Local Produce & Organics
•	 Homemade Pies

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST!
Every Sat & Sun 8 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. thru Labor Day!

Mon, Thurs, Fri 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
60147 SR 20		•		Marblemount				360 . 873. 4503

   July in the Upper Skagit Valley typically 
is packed with events, and this year is 
no exception. Here’s a look at the major 
happenings this month, in order.

July 4 Parade, Concrete
   Concrete Chamber of Commerce once 
more will host the popular July 4 parade, a 
bite-sized chunk of patriotism and fun.
   Parade participants are asked to begin 
lining up at the post office at 10 a.m., 
with the parade scheduled to begin at 
11 a.m. No registration is needed; just 
show up. The parade will make its way 
through Concrete Town Center, then 
circle back for a party. Concrete Mayor 
Judd Wilson will demonstrate his grilling 
prowess (which is prodigious; don’t miss 
it), a Zumba demonstration will liven the 
street, and cartoons will play at Concrete 
Theatre.
   For more information, go to www.
concrete-wa.com and click on “Annual 
Events.”

July 13: Lyman Car & Craft Show, 
Lyman
   Already one of the more popular car 
shows in the state, the 13th annual Lyman 
Car & Craft Show will again fill S. Main 
St. in Lyman with vintage and hot rod 
cars.
   The show will be held Sat., July 13, 
from 8 a.m. till about 4 p.m. Registration 
is from 8 a.m. till noon, and is $15 per 
vehicle. For more registration information, 
call 360.826.3315.
   Look for the craft component in the 
field next to Minkler Mansion. For booth 
information, call 360.826.4906.
   The event is a fundraiser for Lyman 
Cemetery and City Park. A silent auction 
and raffle will help to bolster proceeds, 
with a 50-inch Panasonic plasma TV on 
the raffle ticket.

July 18: Concrete Youth Activity Day
   In its sixth year, Concrete Youth Activity 
Day promises fun for the whole family.
   Held this year on July 18, Activity 
Day is a free day for youth and families 
to enjoy a free T-shirt, a skateboard 
competition, field games, hands-on 
activities, live music, hamburgers, hot 
dogs, ice cream and drinks, connection 
with resource providers, prizes, and an 
outdoor family movie.
   Last year, 50 agencies and service 
providers showed up to educate attendees, 
300 youth registered, and an estimated 
500 showed up. Organizers expect a 

similar turnout this year.
   For more information, call 360.419.3307 
or 360.336.9406.

July 20: Cement City Street Fair, 
Concrete
   Sponsored by United General Hospital 
in Sedro-Woolley, in collaboration with 
the Concrete Chamber of Commerce and 
local businesses, the Cement City Street 
Fair is designed to bring healthful, family 
fun to eastern Skagit County.
   The event will be held Sat., July 
20, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Concrete 
Town Center. Look for a variety of 
local and county vendors, healthful 
foods, educational booths, a Zumba 
demonstration. Skagit Valley Roller Derby 
will perform at 2:30 p.m.
   “It’s our way of reaching out 
and working with the community,” 
said Valerie Stafford, director of 
communications and development 
at United General. “We always look 
forward to bringing health screenings and 
resources to Concrete.”
   For more information, send an e-mail 
to events@unitedgeneral.org or call 
360.856.7245.

July 20: Community Celebration and 
Open House hosted by Puget Sound 
Energy, Concrete
   It’s been more than two years coming, 
but PSE’s new power house and floating 
surface collector are complete, and the 
utility wants to throw a party—so we’ll let 
them!
   Join PSE at its Baker River 
Hydroelectric Project on Sat., July 
20, between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., for its 
celebration and open house.
   The fun will be centered at PSE’s visitor 
center, 46110 E. Main St., Concrete. 
Guests will be treated to free, behind-the-
scenes guided bus tours of the project, 
including PSE’s fish-enhancement 
facilities. The day’s schedule also includes 
free food, activities for kids, fish and 
wildlife demonstrations, educational 
and historical displays, information 
about PSE’s latest undertaking, safety 
demonstrations, and more.
   Reservations for the free guided tours 
are recommended; call 360.766.5656 or 
e-mail tours@pse.com.
   Shuttles are available to the Baker 
facility from Cement City Street Fair and 
the Fly-In, which also are happening that 
same day.

July 19–21: North Cascade Vintage 
Aero Weekend (Fly-In), Concrete
   Boasting a 30-year history, the popular 
Concrete Fly-In has changed in name 
during its history, but not in spirit. Hosted 
by the North Cascades Vintage Aircraft 
Museum at Mears Field in Concrete, 
the event draws aircraft aficionados and 
looky-loos from up to 300 miles away.
   This year’s attendees can expect to 
enjoy dozens of aircraft, helicopter rides, 
antique motorcycles and cars, and even 
more food vendors.
   No promises, but you might want to 

keep your eyes peeled for a twin-engine 
Lockheed Electra, a “sister” to Amelia 
Earhart’s airplane, that might make an 
appearance this year.
   The only sad note to this year’s event is 
construction in the Concrete High School 
kitchen, which will prevent the Concrete 
Lions Club from hosting its popular Fly-In 
Breakfast this year.

July 24–28: National Field Archery 
Association Outdoor National 
Championship, Darrington
   Darrington again has been chosen 
to host the 2013 National Field 
Archery Association Outdoor National 

Respect our flag on 
Independence Day—
and year-round
   As July 4 approaches, you’ll likely see 
plenty of American flags being flown, 
waved, and, in some cases, worn. But 
did you know that last one is a no-no? 
Here’s a quick look (not a complete list) 
at how Americans should treat their flag, 
courtesy of The American Legion:

• The flag should not be displayed on 
days when the weather is inclement, 
except when an all-weather flag is 
displayed.

• It is the universal custom to display 
the flag only from sunrise to sunset 
... However, ...  the flag may be 
displayed 24 hours a day if properly 
illuminated during the hours of 
darkness.

• No person shall display the flag 
of the United Nations or any other 
national or international flag equal, 
above, or in a position of superior 
prominence or honor to, or in place 

of, the flag of the United States at 
any place within the United States 
or any Territory or possession 
thereof.

• The flag should not be dipped to any 
person or thing.

• The flag should never touch 
anything beneath it, such as 
the ground, the floor, water, or 
merchandise.

• The flag should never be used 
as wearing apparel, bedding, or 
drapery.

• The flag should never be used for 
advertising purposes in any manner 
whatsoever.

• No part of the flag should ever 
be used as a costume or athletic 
uniform. However, a flag patch may 
be affixed to the uniform of military 
personnel, firemen, policemen, and 
members of patriotic organizations.

• The flag, when it is in such 
condition that it is no longer a 
fitting emblem for display, should 
be destroyed in a dignified way, 
preferably by burning.

—www.legion.org

See Editor, p. 32

See July, p. 4



Stay connected to PSE 
PSE.COM/BAKERRIVER

RSVP early by calling 360-766-5656  
or e-mail tours@pse.com
This event is free and open to the public.

Explore & Celebrate  
the Baker River

Join Puget Sound Energy at the Baker River Hydroelectric 
Project for a Community Celebration and Open House

• FREE food and refreshments from local vendors
• Kids’ activities
• Fish and wildlife demos
• Educational and historical displays
• Learn more about PSE products and services
• Information video about the Project
• Safety demonstrations

Shuttles are available to the Baker facility from 
Concrete’s Cement City Street Fair and Fly In.

When:  Saturday, July 20, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Where:  Baker River Project and Visitor Center,   
  46110 East Main Street, Concrete

PLUS 

Exclusive behind-the-scenes guided bus tours of the Baker 
River Hydroelectric Project including the state of the art 
fish-enhancement facilities; reservations recommended.
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   Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest 
staffers want to find out what roads are 
important to the public and why.
   To that end, eight meetings have been 
scheduled through October in Seattle, 
Sedro-Woolley, Issaquah, Bellingham, 
Enumclaw, Monroe, Darrington, and 
Everett. The goal is to gather input from 
the public regarding which forest roads 
they use and how they use them.
   Each year five million people visit the 
Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest. 
They drive forest roads to get to their 
destinations. Approximately 2,500 miles 
of roads crisscross the forest, from the 
Canadian border to Mt. Rainier National 
Park on the western Cascades.  The Forest 
Service can afford to maintain about a 
quarter of them.
   Guided by mandates in the 2005 Travel 
Management Rule, each national forest 
must identify a road system by 2015 within 
budget for safe travel, use, administration, 
and resource protection. Translation: Tell 
the forest service which roads you can’t 
live without, and be prepared to see the 
others decommissioned.

   The first public meeting was held June 
29 in Seattle. Remaining meetings in the 
Concrete Herald readership area are:

• July 9, 10 a.m. to noon 
Mt. Baker District office, Sedro-
Woolley

• Aug. 21, 4:30 to 7 p.m. 
Darrington Public Library

• Sept. 10, 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
Bellingham Public Library

   RSVP to sustainableroads@gmail.com. 
Capacity is limited and attendance is on a 
first-come basis. Those who do not attend 
a meeting will be able to give their input 
online        . The forest will share the results 
with the public in late fall after a report is 
compiled and analyzed.
   “The future is uncertain. But that 
doesn’t mean we can afford to stand back 
and let circumstances dictate our decisions 
for us. This analysis will guide us, in a 
holistic, forest-wide approach, in choosing 
the roads we can afford to keep open,” 
said Jennifer Eberlien, forest supervisor.

—J. K. M.

Public meetings announced to 
decide future of forest roads

Mon. - Sat. 10:30 - 6, Sun. 11 - 4

Northwest’s Finest Seafood

360.707.CRAB (2722)

Toll-free: 866.707.2722

Dungeness Crab sandwiches, halibut or prawn 
tacos, Washington’s best oyster burgers,  

homemade clam chowder, oyster shooters.

18042 Highway 20, Burlington, WA 98233

Celebrate July 4 with fresh seafood!

Dungeness Crab ~ Oysters ~ Fresh Fish ~ Mussels 
Shrimp ~ Scallops  ~ Clams ~ Smoked Fish

Swing and a miss for first attempt at 
funding new Life Safety Building
Legislature dragged its heels, endangering town’s CDBG 
grant application.

Championship from July 24–28.
   The event, which is held every three 
years, will play out at the Darrington 
Archery Range, 312 Sauk Ave., in 
Darrington (behind the high school). 
Competition usually starts at 8 a.m. each 
day, with archers off the range by 4 p.m.
   For more information, see the article on 
p. 25 and call 360.436.0282.

July 27: Patriot Day, Concrete
   Mears Field in Concrete will host Patriot 
Day on Sat., July 27. This event grew out 
of a plan to install a statue of hometown 
hero Douglas M. Vose III, spearheaded by 
his brother, Jason Vose.
   Here’s a snapshot of the events planned 
for Patriot Day:
• 9 a.m.: 5K Fun Run to benefit 

Wounded Warriors
• 2 p.m. Douglas Vose III Statue 

Dedication Ceremony, including live 
parachute demonstration, F-18 fly-
over, C-130 fly-over, live music, and 
guest speakers Senator Kirk Pearson 
and Col. George Thiebes

• 3 p.m.: Black Daggers jump
• 4 p.m.: Concert, displays, and USO 

mobile canteen open
   Patriot Day is sponsored by Concrete 
Chamber of Commerce and the Douglas 
M. Vose Scholarship Foundation. 
For more information, go to http://
honoringthosewhoserve.com/home.html.

July 27: Yellow Ribbon Poker Run 4
   Also on July 27, Sedro-Woolley 
Community Troop Support will host its 
fourth annual Yellow Ribbon Poker Run.
   The day begins at the Sedro-Woolley 
Eagles building, 1000 Metcalf St., with a 
7 a.m. breakfast and registration period. 
From there, a day-long ride beckons, 
as well as a bike show and a party at 
Riverfront Park in Sedro-Woolley.

July, cont. from p. 3    Registration for one rider and 
motorcycle is $20; a rider with a 
passenger is $35. For more information, 
go to www.swcommunitytroopsupport.
com or call 360.856.4397.

July 31: New Old-time Chautauqua, 
Concrete
   On July 31, the New Old Time 
Chautauqua, a traveling educational 
vaudeville variety show, will partner with 
KSVU 90.1 FM to present a unique, two-
hour vaudeville show in Concrete.
   The show will be preceded by three 
free community events: a parade through 
Concrete Town Center, rife with jugglers, 
stilt-walkers, and dancers; two hours of 
workshops in which children and adults 
alike can learn circus skills; and a potluck, 
where the community can mingle with the 
performers who make the magic.
   Here’s a schedule of the day’s events:
• Workshops at Concrete Center from 

3:30 to 4:30 p.m., free admission
• Community Potluck at Concrete 

Center from 5 to 6 p.m.
• Parade through Concrete Town 

Center from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m.; all are 
welcome to join

• The main attraction: A giant show 
featuring jugglers, trapeze artists, 
magic, poets, dancers, mimes, 
puppeteers, acrobats, stilt-walkers, 
clowns, musicians, and more at 
Concrete Theatre, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.; 
admission is $10 for adults and $6 
for kids; a silent auction will support 
KSVU. For tickets, go to www.
concrete-theatre.com.

Aug. 4: Salmon Barbecue, 
Marblemount
   No, it’s not in July, but it’s Marblemount 
Community Hall’s biggest annual fund-
raiser, so it’s worth mentioning.
   Slated for Aug. 4 from noon to 6 p.m., 
the Salmon Barbecue will be held at the 
hall, 60155 SR 20, in Marblemount (next 
door to Marblemount Diner).
   The big meal includes salmon, pasta 
salad, cole slaw, baked beans, a beverage, 
and a dessert for $12. A hot dog meal with 
the same sides is $9, and a kid-sized hot 
dog meal is $5.
   The event provides diners a chance to 
enjoy a meal with friends while providing 
much-needed funds for the maintenance 
and operation of the hall, the social hub 
for Marblemount.
   Scheduled activities for kids include 
face painting, a fish pond, a craft table, a 
haystack game, and balloons.
   Raffle prizes also will raise funds while 
providing fun gifts for the lucky winners.

—J. K. M.

   Concrete Mayor Judd Wilson had bad 
news for councilmembers during their 
June 24 meeting: The state legislature’s 
delay in forming its next biennial budget 
had grounded Town of Concrete’s bid 
for funding a new Fire and Life Safety 
Building—at least in the short term.
   “I wasn’t just upset. I was angry,” said 
Wilson during the meeting. “I’ve been 
working on this for five years.”
   Wilson has traveled to Olympia three 
times to meet with officials, most recently 
Senator Kirk Pearson, Congresswoman 
Suzan DelBene’s congressional liaison 
Jay Tomkus, and others, pushing for state 
funds to build the structure.
   Concrete’s funding strategy was based 
on two sources working in concert. The 
town hired a professional grant writer, 
Michelle Mazzola of Leavenworth-
based Resource Solutions, to prepare the 
application for a $1 million grant from the 
Community Development Block Grant 

Program (CDBG), a federally subsidized 
program of the U.S. Dept. of Commerce.
   The CDBG grant application depended 
on the state ponying up the rest of the 
needed funds, around $840,000. Because 
of the budget delay, the town’s CDBG 
grant application didn’t score high enough 
with CDBG officials to qualify for a grant.
   “Applications are scored based on 
criteria, one criterion is whether it’s a fully 
funded project,” said Town of Concrete 
Clerk-Treasurer Andrea Fichter. “They 
told me, ‘We can’t wait any longer.’”
   There still is a slight possibility that 
another applicant’s CDBG grant might 
fall through, allowing Town of Concrete’s 
application to be shortlisted, now that 
the legislature has completed its budget. 
If not, the town will have to wait till 
December and re-apply. Fichter said 
the town’s application was otherwise 
complete.

—J. K. M.
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By J. K. M.

   In June, Concrete citizens received on 
their doorknobs and in their mailboxes 
notices from the town reminding them 
that outdoor burning and fireworks are 
illegal within town limits and the town’s 
urban growth area.
   The outdoor burning ban is in response 
to state law, which is phasing out outdoor 
burning to protect public health. On the 
fireworks side, it is unlawful to possess 
or light off any type of firework within 
town limits. (Plenty of reservation land 
available for that, right?)
   On the plus side, obeying the law will 
make hundreds of dogs very, very happy.
   The folks behind the popular Back to 
School Blessing event already are looking 
ahead to the next handout of backpacks 
and school supplies, scheduled for Sun., 
Aug. 11, from 1 to 3 p.m. at Concrete 
Center in Concrete.
   Donations are being sought. School 
supplies and/or cash can be left at Alberts 
Red Apple, The Washington Bakery and 
Cafe, East Valley Resource Center, and 
Cascade Burgers. Donations of any kind 
also may be left at Community Bible 
Church, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran, 
Concrete Assembly of God, Saint Catherine 
Mission, or Mount Baker Presbyterian.
   Checks should be payable to “MBPC” and 
designated for the Back to School Blessing. 
the deadline for donations is Aug. 1. For 
more information, call 360.826.3849.
   Concrete High School classes of the 
1950s will hold their annual picnic Aug. 
17 at Skagit View Village, 7395 Hideaway 
Lane, Concrete. Eating will start around 
1:30 p.m. (after the Cascade Days parade). 
Bring your favorite potluck dish as your 
entry fee. For more information, call 
Bonnie Drake at 360.853.8233 or Penny 
LaFleur Mitchell at 360.856.6465, and 
pass the word along.
   The Lyman Hamilton School Reunion 
is planned for Sat., Aug. 10, at Lyman 
City Park. The event includes a potluck 
lunch at noon. Anyone who attended the 
Lyman or Hamilton schools is invited; 
organizers say guests are welcome too. 
For more information, call 360.826.3160, 
360.708.4854, or 360.695.9848.
   Finally, a word in memory of Evalyn 
Goeringer. A class act in every way, she 
made Concrete and the rest of the Upper 
Valley better places with her presence. I
will miss her. Until we meet again, Evalyn ...

Council summary
   Concrete Town Council met for regular 
meetings June 10 and 24. Following is 
a summary of those meetings. Complete 
minutes for every council meeting are 
posted on the town’s Web site at www.
townofconcrete.com/cminutes.php.

June 10 regular meeting
• Skagit County Sheriff Will Reichardt 

updated council on the status of a 
proposed plan to increase the county 
sales tax from 8.2 percent to 8.5 
percent, to pay for construction of a 
new county jail. (See article, p. 6.) 
The proposed increase will be on the 
ballot for the Aug. 6 primary.

• Public safety:
   Sgt. Chris Kading reported there 
has been a small increase in calls, 
which he said seems to happen as the 
weather gets nicer. 
   Councilmember Jason Miller 
reported on five young boys he saw 
running from the transformer building 
near the Superior Building. He was 
not able to identify any of them. Alan 
Wilkins said they have resealed the 
building. 
   Mayor Judd Wilson said fireworks 
have begun already and some kids are 
still riding their motorbikes down the 
street. 
   Councilmember Mike Bartel 
reported on an incident during the 
prior weekend, where a lady was 
driving up and down Limestone St., 
hanging out of her car window. Bartel 
expressed his concern for the safety 
of his children and others. 
   Mayor Wilson reported on a 
probable heroin house in town. Sgt. 
Kading stated that heroin is huge 
in the county right now; there have 
been a lot of overdoses reported 
throughout the county. He reported 
they are currently watching certain 
areas within town and have been in 
communication with some residents 
in these areas for information. He also 
stated he welcomes calls and reports 
from citizens regarding this and other 
issues. 

• Council approved Resolution No. 
2013–04, the town’s Shorelines 
Master Program. The resolution and 
program goes next to the Department 
of Ecology for state approval.

• The effort to install a fuel tank at 
Mears Field continues, with the 
county fire marshal and Concrete Fire 
Chief Rich Philips making site visits 
to the proposed location of the fuel 
station. All costs associated with the 

fuel station will be paid for by North 
Cascades Vintage Aircraft Museum.

• The Parks Committee continues to 
analyze its options and constraints 
while planning to beautify Veterans 
Memorial Park.

June 24 regular meeting
• Mayor Wilson reported the town 

was not awarded a CDBG grant for 
its proposed Fire and Life Safety 
Building, because the state had not 
finalized its budget (see article, p. 4).

• Vandalism occurred at the high 
school ballfields during the previous 
weekend. On Saturday morning, 
ball players discovered that multiple 
Sani-cans and garbage cans had been 
tipped over and the dugouts and fields 
had been flooded. The vandalism 
probably occurred sometime Friday 
night. Sgt. Kading will investigate.

• Town engineer Cody Hart reported 
the Department of Ecology grant 
application has been submitted and 
the town should know by mid-July 
if it will receive these funds, which 
would assist with the sewer lagoon 
decommissioning and help to get a 
Public Works shop constructed.

• Council voted to approve a 
conditional use permit and height 
variance application from Puget 
Sound Energy, allowing it to replace 
its 60-foot microwave tower north of 
town with a newer tower identical in 
height.

• Council voted to move a Public 
Works employee from full-
time maintenance to a part-time 
groundskeeper position effective 
Sept. 1. The employee’s hourly rate 
was set at $13.05.

• The current moratorium on medical 
cannabis will expire soon. Clerk-
Treasurer Andrea Fichter informed 
council it will need to decide if it 
wants to extend the moratorium or 
set its own rules and regulations. She 
reported there are many different 
examples of rules and regulations 
that have been set by other cities and 
towns. 
   Council decided to have Fichter, 
Councilmember Dave Pfeiffer, 
and Miller go over examples 
and review current and proposed 
rules and regulations, and bring 
recommendations back to the rest of 
the council. A public hearing will be 
held July 22 at 7 p.m. to extend the 
moratorium to the end of the year, 
giving the town more time to review 
rules and regulations.

—Compiled by J. K. M.

Parade through Concrete Town Center, 
circle back and join the party!

 H BBQ and picnic with grillmaster 
      Mayor Judd Wilson
 H Zumba in the street
 H Cartoons at Concrete Theatre

Everyone’s welcome!
Just show up!

CONCRETE

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H

Line up at post office at 10 a.m.; parade at 11 a.m.

H H H H H H H H H H

Jail funding idea 
on Aug. 6 primary 
election ballot
   On Aug. 6, Skagit County voters will 
be asked to approve a 3/10 of one percent 
increase to the existing county sales tax 
(approximately three cents per every $10 
spent) to pay for a new county jail.
   Proposition 1 would fully fund the cost 
of constructing the jail, which Skagit 
County Sheriff Will Reichardt said would 
be approximately $55 million. That figure 
includes the land on which the jail would 
be located. Two sites in south Mount 
Vernon currently are being considered.
   The sales tax increase idea came 
from a council composed of local law 
enforcement officials, mayors, county 
commissioners, and others, who studied 
the jail issue for more than a year. A new 
group, Citizens for Public Safety (CPS), 
has formed “to help inform and educate 
area voters about building a new jail in 
Skagit County,” according to a press 
release from the organization. Retired 
Mount Vernon Police Chief Ken Bergsma 
and retired Skagit County Sheriff Rick 
Grimstead are leading that effort.
   Built in 1984, the existing jail is 
designed to house a maximum of 83 
inmates. Currently, the jail averages 200 
inmates.
   “Because of the overcrowding at our 
county jail, difficult decisions are made 
every day about who is released to make 
room for a new inmate. Some of the indi-
viduals being released should remain in 
custody; however, there are simply not 
enough spaces. This is a public safety issue 
not only for those who work at the jail, but 
for the entire community,” said Bergsma.
   Anacortes, Burlington, Mount Vernon, 
and Sedro-Woolley city councils have 
unanimously voted to support the tax 
measure to fund the building of a new 
jail. Sheriff Reichardt spoke during the 
June 10 Concrete Town Council meeting, 
saying jail staff were seeing a lot more 
conflicts between inmates, as well as other 
issues caused by overcrowding.
   Town of Concrete contracts with 
Skagit County Sheriff’s Office for its law 
enforcement.
   If voters approve the sales tax increase, 
the county will start seeing the added 
revenue around March 2014, which 
should allow the new jail to be complete 
sometime in 2017. The current jail likely 
would be used as office space and storage, 
Reichardt said at the June 10 meeting.

—J. K. M.



   The Thunder team 
with Stidman and her 
teammates was in the 
Tri-Cities on June 
29 for the National 
Softball Association 
State Championship. 
They’ll be in Selah 
for the American 
Softball Association Championship July 
6, then wrap up their season with a final 
tournament in Tacoma July 13.
   Founded in 2007, the SV Thunder 
Fastpitch organization is composed of 
eight age-differentiated teams, all striving 
to develop fundamentally sound and 
competitive softball players. The team that 
includes the Concrete girls was started 
last year by Head Coach Jeff Moshier, 
who has since added Darrell Stout to his 
coaching staff, as well as two assistants, 
Carrie Starkovich and Jay Silver. 
Moshier’s daughter, Alexandra, also plays 
for his team.
   Moshier’s motives for starting the team 
are spoken like a true father.
   “It’s like a second job, but I’m 

committed to these 
girls. A lot of them 
want to go to college 
and this is a good 
way to get there—
especially for girls: 
There’s a lot of 
scholarships out there.”
   Moshier is well 
aware of the bigger picture too. “A lot 
of the stuff we teach them on the field 
can help them in life: fighting through 
adversity, never giving up. And kids who 
are involved in sports are less prone to get 
involved in the bad stuff.”
   Moshier brought Stout on board because 
of his extensive experience. Stout assists 
in training the coaching staff, as well as 
the girls.
   “I was asked to help take the girls in 
a direction that they wanted to go,” said 
Stout. “I want to help them succeed. The 
girls have been working hard; it’s fun to 
watch the transformation.”
   Of the Concrete crew, Stout said, 
“They’re a good group of girls with good 
families. They work hard.”
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Sports

Athletes of the Month are Hayden Holbrook and Becca Torheim
   Senior Hayden Holbrook showed the competition how it was done in long jump, triple 
jump, high jump, 4x100m relay, and 100m sprint this year. He made it to the State 
tournament in long jump, triple jump, and high jump. “Hayden is a leader,” said Coach 
Vanessa Williams. “He took people under his wing and helped teach them how to do the 
jumping events—especially middle school kids at the high jump. He always stepped up 
to help without being asked.”
   Sophomore Becca Torheim is a rising star, earning a trip to state in shotput this year 
after taking first at the NW 2B District Championship Meet. Torheim also threw discus 
and javelin, and ran in the women’s 4x100m relay during the regular season. “Getting to 
state her sophomore year was huge,” said Williams, who noticed Torheim’s team-player 
attitude. “She’s the first person to open the track shed when we come back from meets, 
and steps up to do what needs to be done. The only time she complained was when she 
was down on herself for not doing as well as she wanted.”
   Holbrook and Torheim were selected by Concrete Lions Booster Club members 
based on their leadership, being team players, and demonstrating sportsmanship and 
character.

At h l e t e s  o f  t h e  M o n t h

Skagit Valley Thunder sets the stage for 
college play—and scholarships
By Jason Miller

   Six fastpitch-loving 8th grade girls from 
Concrete School District are doing more 
than playing the game during the regular 
school season. They’re lacing up their 
cleats and grabbing their gloves almost 
year-round—and donning a different 
uniform on the weekends.
   Tessa Coffell, Sidney Hockett, Iris 
Nevin, Tate Mathis, Cierra Mulvihill, and 
Chloe Stidman play for a Skagit Valley 
Thunder team with an aggressive schedule 
and a long-term strategy: college-level 
play and the scholarships to get there.
   “I know that I can get to college based 
on this team, I know the college scouts are 
going be around and looking, and I want 
to go to college on my softball career,” 
said Coffell, who’s played softball for four 
years. This is her first year on the team; 

you’ll find her pitching and “filling in the 
gaps where needed.”
   Stidman also is consumed by a passion 
for fastpitch while eyeing her future.
   “I really enjoy the game. I feel like 
I might want to go somewhere with it. 
College recruiters look at you during the 
games. With all the hard work we put into 
it—training, batting—we can make that 
possible. If I put in the hard work, I can go 
somewhere,” she said.
   There’s a reason Stidman used 
the phrase “hard work” twice in the 
same breath. The Thunder schedule is 
unrelenting, with only August free of 
training and games each year. Coaches 
and athletes begin training in September, 
and continue to train and compete all the 
way into July of the following year.

HIGH SCHOOL TRACK AWARDS
Most Valuable Teammates: Hayden Holbrook, Jessica Filtz. Team Captains: Jessica Filtz, Hayden 
Holbrook. Most Inspirational: Josh Philipsen. Most Dedicated: Xyomara Ramos. Coaches’ Award: 
Hayden Holbrook, Jessica Filtz. Captains’ Choice: Josh Philipsen, Mary Mauck.

Mr. Out of the Blocks: Dawson Bass. Mr. My Way or the Highway: Randall Beacham. Miss Happy 
Go Lucky: Cassidy Cargile. Miss Step It Up: Sam Christensen. Miss Comedia: Madeline Corn. Mr. 
Go Getter: Donovan Dellinger. Miss Encore, We Want More: Emilee Fenley.

Miss Perfect Recipe: Jessica Filtz. Mr. Thrumper: Josh Gentry. Mr. Hol-Package: Hayden Holbrook. 
Mr. Camaraderie: Sam Holbrook. Miss Potential: Jasmine Hopfield. Mr. Break from the Pack: 
Jordan Kucera. Mr. Has a Shot: River Lee. Miss Determined: Elise Lewis. Miss Persevere: Mary 
Mauck. Miss Come Back Kid: Katie McLaughlin. Mr. Rebound Kid: Kevin McLaughlin. Mr. New Kid 
on the Block: Teegan Moore. Mr. Longwinded: Anthony Moran. Mr. Commitment: Clay Nelson.

Miss Improvement: Amanda Perry. Mr. Glad You Came: Josh Philipsen. Mr. Flexibility: Ricky Powell. 
Miss Integrity: Xyomara Ramos. Miss Adrenaline: Kaitlyn Smith. Miss Step Right In: Kimberly 
Torheim. Miss Effort: Becca Torheim. Miss Jill of All Trades: Muriel Troka.

Miss Best In Class: Christina Prater.

StoutMoshier

Concrete 8th grader Chloe Stidman steals second during a June 9 Skagit Thunder game 
against Skagit Avalanche. Stidman and her teammates took the win that day, 11–9.

Concrete 8th grader Iris Nevin scoops up a grounder during the Thunder’s game against the 
Avalanche June 9. Nevin is one of six Concrete 8th graders who play on the Skagit team. She is 
joined by Chloe Stidman, Tessa Coffell, Tate Mathis, Sidney Hockett, and Cierra Mulvihill. All six 
girls play on the Concrete High School fastpitch team too.
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   Since its season opening, the Concrete 
Heritage Museum has seen a renewed 
interest in its collection. The number 
of visitors—both out-of-towners and 
locals—is up, which is encouraging for 
those who volunteer there as hosts.
   If you haven’t been to the museum 
recently, or you have guests coming 
this summer, please bring them by to 
learn more about local history. There 
are a lot of small logging towns in the 
Pacific Northwest, but only one with the 
unique blend of logging, cement, and 
hydroelectric industries in Concrete.
   The Museum is open Saturday 
afternoons from noon to 4 p.m.
   A new book titled Men of Concrete, 
which is about the cement industry and its 
workers in the Upper Skagit Valley, 
is now available from Amazon.com.
   Another book soon will be published 

based on the Quakenbush sisters, who 
ran the local telephone company. More 
information on that book will be published 
when it becomes available.
   Don Payne is progressing on his 
historical mural project, and he is now 
soliciting funds to enable him to complete 
the project. See Don about possible 
opportunities to help. He can be reached at 
360.853.7838.

Coming events
   Our next Saturday Market bake 
sale will be July 27, the same day as the 
dedication of the statue of Douglas Vose at 
the high school.
   The museum will serve coffee and 
goodies at the northbound Bow Hill Rest 
Area and accept donations during the 
July 4 weekend. Drive up and say “hi.”

—John Boggs

C o n c r e t e  H e r i t a g e  M u s e u m  n e w s

Children

Summer Reading Events
Wednesdays, 2 p.m., for children 6 and 
older:
• July 10: Away to Fairyland!
• July 17: Trolls: Dig into Mischief
• July 24: Hot Diggity Dog!
• July 31: Dig into Reading—Literally!

Teens
• Real Guitar Heroes, Tuesdays at 

noon, July 9, 16, 23, 30; for ages 
12–19

• Scribblenauts Unlimited: Training for 
Fall Teen Helpers, Wednesdays at 10 
a.m., July 10, 17; four teen volunteers 
needed for every other Saturday 
beginning Oct. 5, from 10 a.m. to 
noon; pre-registration and a signed 
commitment form are required

Summer Monday Movies, Mondays, 
5 p.m.:
• July 8: “The Fellowship of the Ring”
• July 15: “The Two Towers”

• July 22: “The Return of the King”

Adults
• Summer of Authors: Bernadette Pajer, 

Capacity for Murder, a Professor 
Bradshaw Mystery, Mon., July 
29, 6:30 p.m. Join the Darrington 
Bibliophiles as they meet with 
Northwest authors at Mountain Loop 
Books & Coffee on Darrington Street 
to hear readings and discuss their 
books, the writing process, and their 
road to getting published.

   For more information, go to www.sno-
isle.org?ID=1194 or call 360.436.1600.

Volunteers needed
   Darrington Library is seeking adult 
volunteers to assist with basic library 
tasks. Contact Patsy Cloer, volunteer 
coordinator, at 360.436.1600.

—Bryan Stratton, branch manager

July at the Darrington LibraryUpper Skag it Library
At the

   July will be just as busy as June!
   Appearing at or near the library will be:
• Ray Soriano, drummer, on July 19
• Louie Foxx, magician, on July 25
   There also are activities planned for 
the 4-and-under crowd, the 5- to 11-year-
olds, and teens. All these are listed on the 
library’s Web site at www.upperskagit.
lib.wa.us under the “summer reading” 
tab or on Facebook, and paper copies are 
available at the library.
   A record number signed up for the 
Summer Reading Program—more 
than 90 children. Stephanie Morgareidge 
is finding lots of activities for each age 
group: trips to the community garden, 
crafts at the library, games on the lawn, 
and North Cascades Institute will visit 
to talk about underground ecosystems. 
Everyone is welcome to attend that last 
event, to be held Tue., July 16, at 11 a.m.
   Youth Activity Day is July 18 and the 
library will have a booth again this year.
   LEGOS at the Library occurs the last 
Friday of each month at 3 p.m.

   At Cascade Days, we plan to have a 
group of children in the parade. Friends 
of the Upper Skagit Library (FOUSL) 
will hold its annual book sale during 
Cascade Days too, on Aug. 17. This is 
FOUSL’s biggest fundraising event each 
year, earning funds that go toward library 
programs that benefit the Upper Valley 
community. Book-sorting sessions are 
scheduled for July 5 from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m., and July 29 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Anyone who wishes to help should send 
an e-mail to rivernile_1911@yahoo.com 
or call 360.391.6033.
   The AWE Early Literacy computer is 
quickly proving to be entertaining for the 
age group for which it is intended (up to 
6 years) and equally so for older children 
and adults. The games are teaching colors, 
numbers, math, science, and everything 
else, while being fun to play. Drop in to 
see how it works.
   The next regular board meeting is July 
18 at 5 p.m. at the library.

—Aimee Hirschel, director

719627
Garden Hose
1197
5/8" X 50'

While Supplies Last!

CasCade supply

Sale ends 7/31/13

45900 Main St., Concrete  •  360.853.8811  •  Mon.–Sat., 8:30 to 5:30

Customer Appreciation Day!
July 6, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Free hot dogs, cooked by Concrete Lions Club members. 
Free chips and pop too. Sign up for door prizes!

99

701524
Hose Hanger
14
Aluminum

While Supplies Last!

793485 793476

Silicone
Sealant

2/500

Clear or White

While Supplies Last!

July

$5 00

357624
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20 Pc. 
Screwdriver Set

395579

2497
1-1/4" x 30' 
Tape Rule

$5 00

393681
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Utility Knife

2 Pk. Sawhorse

$10 00

352754

2797

$10 00

While Supplies Last!

Sale ends 7/31/13Sale ends 7/31/13

Sale ends 7/31/13

Concrete K-8 School crossing guards were honored June 13 by Concrete Lions Club 
members for their service during the 2012–13 school year. Front row from left: Nora Towner, 
Cassie Bridge, Jon Akers, Tyler Coffell, David O’Neil, Dalton Newby, Lion Delores Elliott. Back 
row from left: Lion Bill Newby, Hayden O’Neil, Ryan Magee, Tiana Brookshire, Jaidyn Swanson, 
Maddy Pritchard. In back at right are Concrete teacher Paul Bianchini, Lion Larry Mosbey, and 
Skagit County Sheriff Sgt. Chris Kading.

Rockport Fire Dept. Garage Sale
Rockport Fire Hall

Aug. 2–4
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day

Lyman Car & Craft Show
Town of Lyman, July 13, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Registration: $15 per vehicle from 8 a.m. to noon; register: 360.826.3315
Booth info: 360.826.4906

Concrete 7th grader Hannah Haskett sprints to the finish line during a 100m drill June 27, in 
preparation for the 2013 Washington State Hershey’s Championship Track and Field Meet in 
Tacoma June 29. Haskett’s father, Dave Haskett, times her sprint.

Hannah Haskett runs the stairs June 27 
while training for a state tournament June 29.

Talent on the track
Concrete 7th grader Hannah Haskett will be one to watch.

   Under threatening June skies, Hannah 
Haskett got into position at the north end 
of the Concrete High School track. Her 
father, Dave Haskett, stood 100 meters 
away at the finish line, stopwatch in hand, 
whistle in mouth.
   “Take your mark. Set.” And the whistle 
sounded.
   With no starting blocks—they aren’t 
allowed in her age bracket—Haskett 
exploded forward and tore down the track, 
crossing the finish line at a speed that 
made Dave look at the stopwatch and say, 
“Good. Good.”
   Hannah was training for the Washington 
State Hershey’s Championship Track 
and Field Meet, which was held at Mt. 
Tahoma High School in Tacoma June 29. 
The meet is the second-to-last stop on a 
journey to nationals. At the Northwest 
District meet in May, Hannah qualified for 

the Tacoma tournament in three events: 
100m sprint, 200m sprint, and softball 
throw—a replacement for javelin.
   She battled through sickness to get 
where she stood in June. Why? “Everyone 
said track would be fun—and it was,” she 
said. “And also my dad did track.” (In his 
high school years, Dave was a sprinter, 
hurdler, and high jumper.)
   Hannah’s teachers and other community 
members donated money to help offset 
hotel and travel costs for her trip to 
Tacoma. And she performed well, even if 
it wasn’t up to her expectations.
   “I was so nervous,” she said of her 
100m effort. Competing against 22 other 
girls, she clocked in at 16.81 seconds, not 
enough to make the finals.
   Her 200m was stronger. At 33.91, “she 
just barely missed the podium,” said Dave.
   After tossing the softball 81 feet 9 
inches, she was hot, tired, and ready for 
some pool time.
   “I was pretty pleased,” said Dave. “She 
was going up against kids who have been 
going to track clubs since elementary 
school.”

—J. K. M.
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Academics
   Thanks to a $5,000 “Feed Your Brain” 
grant from School’s Out Washington, 
United General Hospital’s Community 
Health Outreach Programs will be able 
to coordinate summer camp and open 
meal sites at Concrete K-8 School and 
the National Park Service Complex this 
summer.
   The program began Mon., June 24, and 
will be held at Concrete K-8 School on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays 
through July 31. Each Thursday between 
June 27 and Aug. 1 (except July 4), 
the program will take place at the 
National Park Service Ranger Station in 
Marblemount.
   Students who will be in grades 1 
through 6 in the upcoming school year 
are encouraged to take part in the free 
fun learning activities, games, and crafts 

led by Concrete para-educators, Western 
Washington University and North 
Cascades Institute Interns, and National 
Park Service staff.
   Free breakfast and lunch for anyone 
age 18 and under is offered each day, 
and transportation to both sites will be 
provided by Concrete School District 
buses from 20 designated stops.
   The “Feed Your Brain” program runs 
from 8 a.m. to noon, with breakfast from 8 
to 8:30 a.m. and lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 
noon. Registration forms were sent home 
with Concrete K-8 students in early June; 
fliers also were posted in the community.
   For more information, call the district 
office at 360.853.8141.

—Marjorie Bell

Free summer camp for next year’s
1st through 6th graders

Summer food 
program for kids
   Concrete School District will sponsor 
the Simplified Summer Food Program for 
all children 18 years of age and younger.
   Free meals will be served at the 
Concrete K-8 School cafeteria, Mondays 
through Wednesdays, June 24 to July 31:
• Breakfast: 8 to 8:30 a.m.
• Lunch: 11:30 a.m. to noon
   Any child may come and eat meals 
during the specified times. Children do 
not need to be enrolled in any summer 
program in order to receive free meals.

   A “Fire & Ice” illustration class will 
be offered by Burlington Parks & Recreation on 
July 9, 16, 23, and 30, from 4 to 6 p.m.
   Participants will create four artworks in the 
popular animé art style. The class is designed for 
ages 8 to 13. Fee: $45. For more information and 
to register, call 360.755.9649 or e-mail bparks@
ci.burlington.wa.us.

GROCERIES / PRODUCE / MEAT
	 •	 Fishing	Tackle	&	Licenses	
	 •	 24-Hour	Ice
	 •	 LOTTO	&	Cash	Machine
	 •	 Western	Union
	 •	 Copies	/	FAX	Service
	 •	 Movie	Rentals
	 •	 Spirits

Take-Out from our Deli!
Hot	Dogs	-	BBQ	Roasted	Chicken	-	Pizza

Monday	thru	Saturday	|	9	AM	-	9	PM
Sunday	|	10	AM	-	6	PM

44546	State	Route	20,	Concrete
360.853.8540 | FAX 360.853.8208

www.redapplemarkets.com

Van Wagoner on 
Dean’s List with 
Distinction at Duke
   Concrete High School Class of 2011 
Valedictorian Shae Van Wagoner is 
shining brightly at his university of 
choice: Duke University in Durham, N.C.
   Van Wagoner was named to the Dean’s 
List with Distinction at Duke for the 
spring 2013 semester. He was among 
719 students named to the list for that 
period (Duke has about 13,000 enrolled 
undergraduate and graduate students).
   Van Wagoner is a double major in 
English and Visual and Media Studies. He 
earned a full-ride scholarship to Duke for 
his performance at Concrete High School.

SWHS Class of 1971 
announces scholarships
   In June the Sedro-Woolley High School 
Class of 1971 announced the winners of 
four $2,500 scholarships.
   Chelsea Seidel, a 2011 graduate 

Concrete High School Class of 2013 Valedictorian Melia Thompson received two 
departmental awards from Skagit Valley College—the only Running Start student to receive two 
in one year. Thompson was awarded the Journalism and Communication Studies awards, and 
wore her medals during her Skagit Valley College graduation ceremony. Submitted photo.

S-W student journalist 
wins award
   Skagit Valley College student journalist 
Ashley Rigacci of Sedro-Woolley 
(above) was recognized at the annual 
Washington Community College 
Journalism Association competition and 
luncheon held in May at Pierce College in 
Lakewood.

Concrete K-8 School 
Honor Roll
   The following students at Concrete K-8 School 
received a grade point average of 3.2 or higher for 
the second semester of the 2012–13 school year. 
An asterisk before a name denotes a student with 
a perfect 4.0 GPA.
Grade 4 Honor Roll
   Tasha Brink, Kassidy Butler, *Echo Cyr, Brandon 
Downing, Matthew Hendry-Conrad, Mariah Labounty, 
Leona Martinez, Gary Mitchell, Hunter Olmstead, Sadie 
Peif, Andrea Rogers, Kassidy Smith, Anna Spanger, Lily 
Whitford.
Grade 5 Honor Roll
   William Baird, Aunya Carpenter, Lexi Denley, 
Christopher Dominguez, Jacquelyn Jackson, Addison 

Ketah, Izabela Ramos, *Peyton Sanchez, *Troy Schmidt, 
Juan-David Vazquez, Devin Wilbur-Blankenship.
Grade 6 Honor Roll
   Jonathan Akers, Tiana Brookshire, Shanon Clemons, 
Tyler Coffell, Tyler Fenimore, Dalton Newby, David 
O’Neil, Hayden O’Neil, *Jaidyn Swanson.
Grade 7 Honor Roll
   Whitney Claybo, Jason Driver Jr., Riley Fichter, 
Caroline Gregush, Chace Harris, Hannah Haskett, Erica 
Knuth, *McKenna Kononen, Rebeckah McClure, Cole 
Meacham, *Madisyn Renzelman, Kassiopia Roberts, 
Geneva Scherer, *Emily Schmidt, *Mary Spangler, 
Tanner Tygret.
Grade 8 Honor Roll
   Emily Bridge, Tessa Coffell, Ashlee Gilbert, Jaycelyn 
Kuipers, Grayson Luttrell, *Riley Pritchard, Kyra Smith, 
Chloe Stidman.

Students of the quarter are (above, from left)
Kevin McLaughlin, Cassidy Cargile, Gibson Fichter, and Haley McNealey

Each quarter, Concrete High School honors two high school young men and two young 
women for maintaining academic excellence and demonstrating good citizenship. Kevin 
McLaughlin, Cassidy Cargile, Gibson Fichter, and Haley McNealey were selected as the 
top students for the second quarter of the 2012–13 school year. Congratulations to these 
students for showing their Lion pride!

S t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  Q u a r t e r

of SWHS, is currently studying at 
Washington State University – Spokane, 
College of Nursing.
   Kayla Overby, a 2013 graduate of 
SWHS, plans to study chemistry at 
Whitman College.
   Kaelyn Roberson, a 2013 graduate 
of SWHS, will study nursing at the 
University of Washington.
   Wyatt Stovall is a 2013 graduate of 
SWHS and plans to study Biology at 
Skagit Valley College, focusing on fish 
and wildlife.

   Rigacci received the 2012–2013 SVC 
Cardinal Newspaper Publications Activity 
Award for her work as a staff writer for 
three quarters. For her article on musician 
Ed Sheehan, Rigacci was recognized with 
a 2013 Excellence in Journalism Award 
from the Washington Community College 
Journalism Association.

As former law enforcement officers and co-chairs 
of Citizens for Public Safety,  we are asking for 
your support of Proposition 1 that if approved by 
voters would fund a new Skagit County Jail. 

Our existing jail was built in 1984 to house 83 in-
mates and has been modified twice to now house 
160 inmates. The current jail site in Mount Ver-
non is landlocked and makes further expansion 
impossible. During the last thirty years, we have 
seen a 240% increase in our jail population 
resulting in serious staffing and safety issues both 
inside and outside the jail.  

Proposition 1 asks voters in Skagit County to 
approve a .03 of one percent Sales and Use 
Tax to be used to fund a variety of Public Safety 
services including maintenance and operation of 
Jail facilities, law enforcement, fire and emergency 
services.  This amount is equal to three cents for 
every ten dollars spent in Skagit County by resi-
dents and visitors inside and outside the U.S.  
The new jail will house 400 inmates and includes 
space for a courtroom and other legal activities. 

The time to effect positive change is now. Please 
vote YES on Proposition 1 to support this impor-
tant public safety issue. 

JAIL
YES3

Keep our Community SAFE
Vote YES Proposition 1

August 6, 2013

A Public Safety Message to 
Skagit County Residents
from Rick Grimstead and
Ken Bergsma, retired
Skagit County Sheriff and
Mount Vernon Police Chief 

This ad was paid for by Citizens for Public Safety, P.O. Box 174, Mount Vernon, WA 98273. 
Jackie Brunson, Treasurer

n 68% of the Skagit 
County Jail inmate 
population are 
felons; most have 
sentences 30 day+

n Current inmates 
are released early 
to make room for 
new inmates
 
n Outsourcing fees 
are paid to Snoho-
mish County to house 
Skagit inmates – due 
to overcrowding

n A majority of 
inmates have drug 
and alcohol abuse 
problems

Some 
facts you 
should 
know:
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JULY
4 July 4 Parade and Picnic, Concrete Town Center; see ad, p. 7;
 info at www.concrete-wa.com
6 North Cascades Community Church of Marblemount Bake Sale at
 Concrete Saturday Market, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
6 Darrington Merchants Day, Gold Nugget Jewelry & Loan, Darrington;
 info at 360.436.1029 or nuggetpawn@live.com
12 Community Movie Night/Little League Baseball fundraiser, Veterans 
 Memorial Park, Concrete; info at www.townofconcrete.com
13 Lyman Car & Craft Show, Lyman, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; see article, p. 18
13 Hamilton Community Food Bank Bake Sale at Concrete Saturday 
 Market, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
13 Sedro-Woolley High School Alumni Assn All Class Picnic, Riverfront
 Park, Sedro-Woolley, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; see notice, p. 17
18 Concrete Youth Activity Day, Silo Park, Concrete, noon to 4:30 p.m.;
 see notice, p. 3
19–21 North Cascade Vintage Aero Weekend (Concrete Fly-In), Mears Field,
 Concrete; see notice, p. 3; info at http://skagitaero.com/calendar/concrete-
 north-cascades-fly-in
20 Cement City Street Fair, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; see ad, p. 40, and notice, p. 3
20 Community Celebration and Open House sponsored by Puget Sound
 Energy, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; free admission; see ad, p. 5 and notice, p. 3
20 Concrete Heritage Museum Bake Sale at Concrete Saturday Market,
 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
23 Clear Lake Historical Assn quarterly meeting and walking history tour,
 CLHA Hall, Clear Lake, 7 p.m.; info at 360.856.6798
24–28 National Field Archery Assn Outdoor National Championship, 
 Darrington; see article, p. 25; info at 360.436.0282
26 Community Movie Night/Concrete Food Bank fundraiser, Veterans
 Memorial Park, Concrete; info at www.townofconcrete.com
27 Patriot Day, Mears Field and Concrete High School football field, 9 a.m.
 to 5 p.m.; see notice, p. 4; info at http://honoringthosewhoserve.com/
 home.html
27 Yellow Ribbon Poker Run, 8 a.m. start at Eagles building in Sedro-
 Woolley; see notice, p. 4
27 KSVU Bake Sale at Concrete Saturday Market, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
28 Documentary “Derby Baby,” plays at Concrete Theatre, 7 p.m.; $10 
 admission to benefit Skagit Valley Roller Derby
31 New Old Time Chautauqua Circus, Concrete, 3:30 to 9:30 p.m.; see 
 notice, p. 4

AUGUST
2 “Starry Nights” fundraiser for Sedro-Woolley arts, Eagle Haven Winery,
 Sedro-Woolley, 7 to 10 p.m.; $35 admission; tickets and info at 
 360.588.4384
2–4 Rockport Fire Dept. Garage Sale, Rockport, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; see notice, 
 p. 24
3 Skagit River Bald Eagle Awareness Team Bake Sale at Concrete
 Saturday Market, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
4 Salmon Barbecue fundraiser for Marblemount Community Hall, at the
 hall, noon to 6 p.m.; see notice, p. 4
6 Primary election; ballots will be mailed July 17
9 Community Movie Night/Wounded Warriors in Action fundraiser,
 Veterans Memorial Park, Concrete; info at www.townofconcrete.com
17–18 Cascade Days, Concrete; info at www.cascadedays.com
23 Community Movie Night/school bands fundraiser, Veterans Memorial 
 Park, Concrete; info at www.townofconcrete.com
*Community Calendar is updated daily at www.concrete-herald.com/calendar

Community Calendar Community meetings
   Coffee Talk, a casual conversation about 
Concrete’s transformation, meets the third Fri. 
of each month at 8 a.m. at The Washington 
Cafe and Bakery, Concrete Town Center. 
360.853.8213.
   Community Chat, an informal conversation 
about projects in Darrington, meets the second 
Fri. of each month at 8 a.m., at Mountain 
Loop Books and Coffee, 1085 Darrington St., 
Darrington. 360.436.2167
   Concrete American Legion Post and 
Auxiliary meet the second Tue. of each month, 
Sept. through May, at 5:30 p.m. in the American 
Legion Building. 360.853.8940.
   Concrete Chamber of Commerce meets the 
second Thur. of each month at 8 a.m. Meetings 
usually are held at Concrete Center in Concrete. 
360.466.8754 or concretechamber@mac.com.
   Concrete Heritage Museum Board meets 
the third Wed. of each month, at 7 p.m. at the 
museum. Meetings are open to the public. 
360.826.3075 or concreteheritagemuseum@
stumpranchonline.com
   Concrete Lions Club meets the first and third 
Wed. of each month, at Annie’s Pizza Station, 
Concrete. Social at 6 p.m.; meeting at 6:30.
   Concrete School Board will hold a work 
session on July 22, at 6 p.m. in the high school 
Commons. The board will hold its regular 
meeting July 25 at 6 p.m. in the high school 
Commons. 360.853.8141.
   Concrete Town Council meets the second 
and fourth Monday of each month at Town 
Hall, 45672 Main St., Concrete, at 7 p.m. 
360.853.8401 or andreaf@concretewa.gov.
   Darrington Area Business Assn (DABA) 
meets the third Wed. of each month, 7 p.m., at 
Cascade Senior Center, 1115 Darrington St., 
Darrington. 360.436.2167.
   Darrington Town Council meets the 
second Wed. of each month at Town Hall, 
1005 Cascade St., at 7 p.m. 360.436.1131 or 
darrcityhall@glacierview.net.
   Forest Park Cemetery District No. 5 meets 
the second Wed. of each month at the cemetery 
office on Compton Lane in Concrete, at 8 a.m. 
360.708.3656.
   Friends of Upper Skagit Library (FOUSL) 
Board meets the third Tuesday of odd-

numbered months at the East County Resource 
Center in Concrete, at 1 pm. Public welcome to 
attend. uslfriends@gmail.com.
   Hamilton Town Council meets the second 
Tue. of each month at Town Hall, 584 Maple St., 
Hamilton, at 7 p.m. 360.826.3027.
   Imagine Concrete meets the second Wed. 
of each month in the Pilots’ Lounge at Mears 
Field in Concrete, at 6 p.m. 360.853.8213 or 
goodwords@frontier.com.
   KSVU 90.1 FM hosts get-togethers for anyone 
interested in the radio station the second Tue. 
of each month, at noon, at Annie’s Pizza. 
Volunteer and staff meetings are held the last 
Thur. of each month at 4 p.m., at the Concrete 
studio, Portable B, behind Concrete K-8 School. 
360.853.8588.
   Lyman Town Council meets the second Tue. 
of each month at Lyman Town Hall (Minkler 
Mansion), 8405 S. Main St., Lyman, at 7 p.m. 
360.826.3033 or clerk_lyman@msn.com.
   PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) Skagit County Chapter, 
meets the second Monday of each month at The 
Safe Haven Room, Central United Methodist 
Church, 1013 Polte Rd. Sedro-Woolley, from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 360.856.4676, www.pflagskagit.org.
   Saukrates Cafe meets the last Wed. of each 
month at Annie’s Pizza Station in Concrete, 
at 6 p.m. Conversation topics are posted at 
Upper Skagit Library and http://saukratescafe.
wordpress.com.
   Sedro-Woolley High School Alumni 
Association meets the third Wed. of each 
month, at 1 p.m., at the Sedro-Woolley Senior 
Center. 360.424.7243
   Sedro-Woolley Town Council meets the 
second and fourth Wed. of each month, at 7 
p.m., in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 325 
Metcalf St. 360.855.1661.
   Sedro-Woolley School District Board 
meets for its regular meeting July 8 at 7 p.m. 
at the Support Services Bldg. on Cook Rd. 
360.855.3500 or kcargile@swsd.k12.wa.us.
   Upper Skagit Library District (USLD)
Board meets the third Thurs. of each month at 
5 p.m. in the library, located in the Ted Anderson 
building on Main St. in Concrete. Public is 
welcome. 360.853.7939 or info@upperskagit.
lib.wa.us.

Targeted. Five thousand copies 
circulate through Whatcom, Skagit, and 
Snohomish Counties every month,  
reaching an untapped market of readers, 
many of whom say they read only  
Concrete Herald. 

Smart. Concrete Herald keeps your 
ad in front of readers’ eyes for three to 
four weeks per placement. 

Flexible. A variety of options ac-
commodate your goals and budget. Ad 
design services also are available.

“Our ads in Concrete 
Herald help us reach 

out to the community 
with health information 

and hospital news. I 
know it works, because 

I get calls and e-mails 
from Concrete Herald 

readers.”

~ Valerie Stafford 
communications director
United General Hospital,  

Sedro-Woolley

The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley

Read

Historical 
association 
plans quarterly 
meeting
   Clear Lake Historical Association 
(CLHA) will hold its quarterly meeting 
Tue., July 23, at 7 p.m., at the CLHA Hall 
next to the post office on Hwy. 9.
    The evening will include the 
association’s fourth annual walking 
history tour of Clear Lake. Participants are 
encouraged to wear comfortable shoes and 
join members and Clear Lake historian 
Deanna Ammons, who will describe how 
Clear Lake was in its heyday of having the 
largest inland lumber mill running. 
   For more information, call 
360.856.6798.

Nick VanJaarsveld
Financial Advisor

913 Metcalf Street
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
Bus. 360-855-0239  Fax 866-816-2219
Cell 360-333-4849
nick.vanjaarsveld@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Clear Lake historian Deanna Ammons (in sunglasses) speaks to walking tour attendees during 
last year’s summertime history tour of Clear Lake. Photo by Sylvia Matterand.

AreA Food BAnks
Clear Lake
Community Covenant Food Bank
Next to church at 12605 Hwy 9, Clear Lake
For a referral, call Love Inc. at 360.419.7061 
between 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

Concrete
Concrete Food Bank
112 E. Main St., Concrete
Second, third, and fourth Thur. each month,
Noon–3 p.m.
360.853.8505

Darrington
Darrington Food Bank
First Baptist Church
1205 Emmens St., Darrington
First and third week each month:
Wed. and Thur., 10–noon and 1–2 p.m.
360.436.9603

Hamilton
Hamilton Community Food Bank
951 Petit St., Hamilton
Every Tue., 11–noon and 1–3 p.m.

360.826.4090

Lyman
Shepherd’s Heart Food Bank
8334 S. Main St., Lyman
Every Thur. 11 a.m.– 3 p.m.
Third Thur. each month till 5 p.m.

Marblemount
Bread of Life Food Bank
59850 State Route 20, Marblemount
First and third Wed. each month
11 a.m.– 5 p.m.
360.873.2504

Sedro-Woolley
Helping Hands Food Bank
601 Cook Rd., Sedro-Woolley
Wed., 10–11:45 a.m. and 12:30–4 p.m.
Commodities distributed first Wed. each month
360.856.2211

*Changes? Call 360.853.8213.

Chili chefs sought
   Love chili? Want to enter the Chili 
Contest at Cascade Days this Aug. 
17–18? You have until Aug. 2 to register 
with Chili Contest coordinator Gladys 
Silrus or the event likely won’t be held. 
Too much procrastination could kill this 
once-popular Cascade Days event.
   At press time, two competitors had 
signed up. “Those two troublemakers are 
challenging everyone out there who thinks 
they have the best chili,” said Silrus.
   Grand prize will be $100, and the 
first and second placers will take home 
something too. Got any other ideas 
for revving up interest in this event? 
Give Silrus feedback by calling her at 
360.826.4848 or sending an e-mail to 
gsilrus@frontier.com.



   The Aug. 6 primary election will 
see three candidates looking to take 
over longtime Sedro-Woolley City 
Councilmember Tony Splane’s Ward 2 
seat, and two new faces trying to unseat 
Council-At-Large incumbent Brett 
Sandström.
   Concrete Herald asked all six candidates 
to introduce themselves and explain why 
they feel they are the best choice to sit on 
the council.

Council-At-Large
Brett Sandström (incumbent)
Employment:
   Professional background in finance; 
worked for various credit unions. 

Currently stay-at-home 
father of two.

Education:
   Attended Bellevue 
College; currently 
working toward 
education degree 
at Skagit Valley 
Community College.

Other experience:
   Working for a credit union is great 
because the whole entire focus of the not-
for-profit model is the betterment of their 
members, working hard to help folks with 
their needs. That should also be the prime 
focus of a councilmember.
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Sedro-Woolley

Sandström

Six vying for Council-At-Large, Ward 2 seats

shoes and clothing
doWntoWn burlington 

420 e. Fairhaven, burlington

easy 
Parking

755-0570

hours:
Mon-sat 

9-6

We fit your lifestyle

Men's daytona

Men's Finlay

Women's rose
sandal

Men's & Women's 
newport h2

Men's & Women's
targhee ii

Election 2013

SWHS All Class 
Picnic planned
   The Sedro-Woolley High School Alumni 
Association 2013 All Class Picnic will be 
held Sat., July 13, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Riverfront Park in Sedro-Woolley.
    Lunch catered by Joy’s Bakery will be 
served at noon. Price for lunch is $15 in 
advance, $20 day of picnic. The popular 
event is a fundraiser for the association’s 
vocational scholarship program and 
typically draws more than 500 former 
Cubs. 
   Classes are invited to erect their own 
tents or use the common areas, and to 
bring a sign with their class year so that 
other classmates can find them.
   To reserve a spot for a class tent or to 
make paid lunch reservations, contact the 
association at swhsaa@wavecable.com, 
go to www.swhsalumni.blogspot.com, or 
Send a check and your choice of chicken 
or hamburger to SWHSAA, P.O. Box 509, 
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284.

Why are you the best choice for the 
Council-At-Large position?
   Since moving to Sedro-Woolley in 
2005, I have worked hard and volunteered 
countless hours to make Sedro-Woolley 
a better place to live. I know the actions 
I have taken as Council-At-Large have 
made Sedro-Woolley a safe and better 
place to live, work, and invest.

What is Sedro-Woolley’s greatest 
challenge in the next 5 to 10 years?
   Sedro-Woolley is good at making do 
with less. For example, our police are 
some of the hardest working men and 
women in the field, doing what no other 
agency in the county does in undercover 
drug buys, but they do it undermanned 
and with slim budgets. Keeping a safe 
community with less money than our 
county peers is very difficult, and I 
applaud the tough work our Sedro-
Woolley police do.

What element within Sedro-Woolley 
has the greatest potential for 
success?
   Unlike Burlington and Mount Vernon, 
Sedro-Woolley is out of the flood zone, 
and with unused land in the city and with 
room to grow, we are poised for a big 
economic boom!

Describe Sedro-Woolley 25 and 50 
years from now, assuming your 
involvement as an elected official.
   With Sedro-Woolley situated out of the 
flood zone and with room for expansion, 
our city has the potential to be the biggest 
city in the county and regain the economic 
hub status we have been historically. But 
that growth comes with the responsibility 
that we should grow sustainably: up, not 
out, infill before sprawl.

How have you contributed to 
Sedro-Woolley during your time on 
the council?
   Since moving to Sedro-Woolley 
in 2005, I have been part of nearly 
everything that makes Sedro-Woolley an 

exceptional and family-friendly city. I 
serve on the Loggerodeo, Sedro-Woolley 
Museum, and Farmers’ Market boards 
of directors. I have participated in the 
Founders’ Day Shoot-outs, Economic 
Development Committees, Holiday 
Home Tours, Planning Commission, Arts 
Council, Parks Board, Teen Space, and 
town clean-up efforts. My hard work for 
Sedro-Woolley has not waned as Council-
At-Large, and my actions show in the 
community.

Joe Franett
Employment:
    Works from home. 
Thirty-five years in the 
maritime industry, two 
years in commercial 
and residential 
construction.

Education:
   Two years at Columbia Basin 
Community College, two years at Seattle 
Central Community College Trident 
School of Marine Technology.

Other experience:
   To achieve success in business, you 
have to learn to cooperate with the team, 
lead when there’s a need, follow when 
it’s your job, and work hard to reach the 
company’s goals. I learned teamwork 
playing football for 10 years, finishing as 
national champions at Columbia Basin 
Community College. I learned about 
leadership and management in my boat-
building career, working my way up to VP 
of Operations and Corporate Secretary at 
Nordic Tugs.

Why are you the best choice for the 
Council-At-Large position?
   It’s hard to say you are the best 
anything, especially when you don’t 
know. But I do believe I have the desire 
and ability to listen, understand, and do 
something to help the citizens of Sedro-

Dr. Dubek is accepting new patients 
of all ages, especially children.

Call for an 
appointment today!

2261 Hospital Dr., Ste. 101, 
Sedro-Woolley

(corner of Collins Rd. and Hospital Dr.)

Cascade Dental
welcomes…

Jessica Dubek, DDS
to our Family Dental Practice

Welcoming new patients

The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley

Read

Woolley achieve their goals for the city. 
I have a proven track record of working 
together with groups and/or individuals to 
find win/win solutions to solve problems 
and achieve success.

What is Sedro-Woolley’s greatest 
challenge in the next 5 to 10 years?
   Traffic flow is an ongoing challenge. 
With Sedro-Woolley as a thoroughfare 
for 20,000 vehicles per day on Highway 
20, 10,000 on Cook Rd., and 11,000 per 
day on Highway 9, it will always be a 
challenge to keep the flow moving while 
making it as easy as possible for locals 
to cross over these roads with safety and 
relative ease whether by vehicle, walking, 
or riding a bike (or horse).

What element within Sedro-Woolley 
has the greatest potential for 
success?
   More high school championship sports 
teams! Nothing brings a community 
together better than when we’re all rooting 
for, or celebrating, a great athlete or team. 
I certainly hope that happens and I’ll do 
what I can to help. But, my greatest hope 
is in our new town slogan on our Web site: 
“Sedro-Woolley Means Business.” I have 
great hope in our new direction as a city 
to encourage new businesses to open here 
and hire local help.

Describe Sedro-Woolley 25 and 50 
years from now, assuming your 
involvement as an elected official.
   If the trends continue, the populations of 
Bellingham will be growing to the south 
and Seattle/Everett moving to the north, 
creating a continuous urban area along 
I-5. You never know, but Sedro-Woolley 
could almost double in size from our 
current population in 50 years. Our city 
can only grow to the north. We’ll need 
well thought-out planning in that direction 
with new schools, new commercial and 
residential areas, and redesigned traffic 
flow.

Charles (Chuck) Owen
Employment:
   Seasonal part-
time work for City 
of Sedro-Woolley 
at the Yard Waste 
and Recycle facility. 
During off-season, 
volunteers for Sedro-
Woolley Crime Watch 
and Sedro-Woolley 
Senior Center.

Franett

Owen

Education:
   High school, plus management courses 
in industrial relations, human relations, 
and public speaking.

Other experience:
   Management position at Intalco 
Aluminum Corporation, plus area 
manager at the Mt. Baker Snoqualmie 
U.S. Forest Service parks. Also served in 
the Navy.

Why are you the best choice for the 
Council-At-Large position?
   I consider myself the best choice 
because I love to serve people. I would 
like to take part in working together with 
the elected officials and the community to 
help reinforce the strong points of Sedro-
Woolley and help to strengthen the weak 
areas. I would like to share my input and 
ideas to help this town to succeed for the 
long haul.

What is Sedro-Woolley’s greatest 
challenge in the next 5 to 10 years?
   I feel the biggest challenge is the need 
for sustainable employment opportunities 
in Sedro-Woolley. We need to bring 
in small industries and independent  
businesses for employment for the local 
population, without changing the small-
town feel. That will improve the economy 
and create jobs for people in the next 
5–10 years and beyond. We also need to 
encourage citizens to shop locally within 
our town.

What element within Sedro-Woolley 
has the greatest potential for 
success?
   The greatest element within Sedro-
Woolley is the people. We have a 
community built by the hard work of 
individuals who believe, as I do, that this 
town is a great place to live and to raise a 
family. The people of this town work and 
play hard, and are invested, as I am, in 
continuing the tradition of having a safe 
place to enjoy life. That is the greatest 
element within Sedro Woolley.

Describe Sedro-Woolley 25 and 50 
years from now, assuming your 
involvement as an elected official.
   I hope my input in making choices for 
this city will positively affect the standard 
of living for future generations. I hope to 
help make decisions that will help families 
grow stronger and crime to go down. I 
would like to help with the drug problems 
here, which will help with the theft 
problems and violence. Helping to clean 
up drug problems and helping create jobs 
will improve lives for years to come.See Election, p. 17

Election, cont. from p. 16 Ward 2
Dorothy (Elizabeth) Fernando
Employment:
   Owner, Simply 
Silver & More, Sedro-
Woolley.

Education:
   Dental assisting trade 
school.

Other experience:
   President, Sedro-Woolley Chamber 
of Commerce, 2012–13. President, Arts 
Council of Sedro-Woolley, 2013. Member, 
Skagit Women in Business. Endorsed by
National Women’s Political Caucus.

Why are you the best choice for the 
Ward 2 position?
   As a local business owner, mother, and 
grandmother, I have a commitment to the 
future of Sedro-Woolley. I see the empty
storefronts and our young people 
looking for opportunities away from our 
community. Focusing on living wage jobs 
for our citizens is a priority for me. These  
jobs will increase our tax base so we can 

See Election, p. 32

Fernando
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Day Creek
Community notes
  
   Day Creek Chapel needs new paint 
this summer and a new roof within 
the next two years. The goal is to raise 
approximately $20,000 to accomplish 
both projects with a donated, beginning 
balance of $1,000.
   A metal scrap drive will kick off the 
fundraising effort in July. Look for a 
container from Skagit Steel parked on the 
Chapel grounds. Gather up scrap to drop 
off or call Pastor Travis for pick-up at 
360.661.4533.
   To make a monetary donation, mail cash 
or check to:
   Day Creek Chapel 
   31438 S. Skagit Hwy.
   Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
   The Firefighters Garage Sale will be 
held July 19 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
July 20 from 8 a.m. to noon at the fire 
hall. Donation drop-off day is July 13. For 
custom drop-offs, call 360.826.3003 or 
360.826.3581.
   Women Hand in Hand will host 
speaker and singer Kathy Troccoli in 
November. Anyone who’d like to help 
with fundraising for the event should 
call 360.391.1709. Anyone interested 
in becoming a Women Hand in Hand 
volunteer may call 360.826.3067.
   A planning gathering will be held July 
22, at 5:30 p.m. at Lyman Baptist. Come 
for a salad potluck, worship songs, and 
information, plus planning. 
   Interested in becoming a Women Hand 
in Hand worker? Call 360.826.3067. 
Interested in helping with fundraising 
for the Kathy Troccoli event? Call 

360.391.1709.
   Workers are needed to “woman” the 
booth during the Loggerodeo rodeo in 
Sedro-Woolley. Call 360.391.1709.
   Any women’s ministry group that wants 
to be involved with Women Hand in 
Hand is encouraged to contact any one of 
the following:
   Sylvia Miles  360.826.3696
   Sharon Herring  360.661.5037
   Bonnie Lintz  360.856.1385
   Sue Walden  360.826.3944
   Kathy Henderson 360.826.3581
   Donna Pulver and Kathy Henderson, 
co-directors of Kingdom Builders, are 
back on the road. Along with traveling the 
roads of Day Creek, meeting community 
members, and gathering information, 
they will be available to the community 
for hospital visits and crisis calls. Call 
when you are in need: 360.826.3003, 
360.826.3581, or 360.826.3822. Pulver 
and Henderson welcome J. Rae Fowler to 
the Kingdom Builders effort.
Garden dirt
• Tomato plants should be starting to 

bloom. Feed 2 Tbsp. Epsom salt per 1 
gal of water, feeding from the bottom 
of the plant. This will boost the fruit 
and give more blossoms.

• Asters and mums will need their 
second pinching of three inches 
or complete cut out to keep the 
plant smaller. Prune them again in 
December/January to help promote 
flowers in the spring.

• Deadheading is a MUST this time 
of year. This will keep the flowers at 
their best.

• Shrubs have hidden treasures of 
blooms, color, and textures on the 
stems in the summer. Remove dead 
or damaged stems. Thin out “wild’ 
stems. In mid-summer, reduce the 
size of the shrub, not removing more 
than one-quarter of the total shrub.

   Day Creek Book Club meets at Cedar 
Springs Lodge on Barben Rd. For more 
information, call 360.661.0247.
   We are looking for ideas for the 
community—fun events and fundraisers 
to support the fire hall and get to know the 
neighbors. If you have an idea, call Donna 
Pulver 360.826.3003 or Kathy Henderson 
at 360.826.3581.
   Got news? Pass it to me!

—Kathy Henderson

2013 Community
Potluck dates

July 16, 6:30 p.m.
August 20, 6:30 p.m.
September 17, 6:30 p.m.
October 15, 6:30 p.m.
November 19, 6:30 p.m.
December 17, 6:30 p.m.

Council summary
   The Lyman Town Council held a regular 
monthly meeting on June 11. Following is 
a summary of that meeting.

June 11 regular council meeting
• Mayor Debra Heinzman signed the 

annexation document with Fire Dist. 
8 to complete that process.

• Doug Bumgarner was present 
representing Bill Rimmer, who is 
purchasing two lots on pipeline from 
the Webbs. He would prefer to cut 
the road instead of doing a push.   
Council agreed to allow him to do the 
cut.

• Gardener Greaves from Salvage Info 
was present. He would like to start a 
community-based recycling center in 
the Lyman/Hamilton area. He would 
like to set up an area for people to 
bring recyclables three days a week.  
He has been doing this for several 
years and would like to expand. He is 
looking for property in the area.

• Betsy Stevenson, Lisa [no last name], 
and Dan Nickel from Watershed 
Co. discussed the Shorelines Master 
Plan update with council. They 
will provide Town of Lyman the 
information needed to carry this 
project out to completion. The full 
draft plan that has been submitted 
for review is on the county Web site. 
Skagit County plans to adopt the plan 
in early 2014. Town of Lyman will 
need to have a public hearing to adopt 
the Shorelines Master Plan.

Lyman Hamilton
School Reunion

Sat., Aug. 10, noon potluck
Lyman City Park

Questions? Call: 360.826.3160,
360.708.4854 or 360.695. 9848

   More  

Than Just 

Great   

        Pizza!
Lasagna  H  Salads  H  Beer

Sandwiches H Homemade Soups

Espresso  H  Baked Goods

360-853-7227

DELivEry  

AvAiLABLE

5-8 p.m.

Tues-Sat 11-9 Sun 2-8

A new sign crafted by Day Creek resident Simme Bobrosky stands proudly along S. Skagit 
Hwy. in Day Creek. Photo by Kathy Henderson.

The Lyman Car & Craft Show will again line S. Main St. in Lyman with shiny cars of all makes 
and models, along with a handful of oddities. The craft show will set up next to Minkler Mansion.

Car & Craft Show 
will dazzle again
   On its way to becoming one of the most 
popular car shows in the state, the 13th 
annual Lyman Car & Craft Show in July 
will again fill S. Main St. with vintage and 
hot rod cars. The craft show portion of the 
event also is geared up and ready to go.
   The show will be held Sat., July 13, 
from 8 a.m. till about 4 p.m. Registration 
is from 8 a.m. till noon and is $15 per 
vehicle. For more registration information, 
call 360.826.3315.
   Look for the craft component in the 
field next to Minkler Mansion. For booth 
information, call 360.826.4906.
   The event is a fundraiser for Lyman 
Cemetery and City Park. A silent auction 
and raffle will help to bolster proceeds, 
with a 50-inch Panasonic Plasma TV on 
the raffle ticket. The winner for that prize 
will be announced at 2:30 p.m., with 
general raffle winners announced at 2 p.m. 
Car show trophies will be awarded at 3 
p.m.

Lyman Library tales
By Elaine Kohler

   Don’t you all wish summer would make 
up her mind and stay awhile? Smile! I did 
get the garden in and as I have said, we 
have lots of reference material for first 
timers at the library.
   Sorry I missed last month, but you know 
the saying, “We make plans and God 
laughs ...”
   Thanks to Pat Blunt and Jan Watts for 
covering for me until I am back to work at 
the library.
   I noticed we have a really nice 

collection of Stuart Woods now and I have 
been reading my way through them. If 
you are a fan or have not read any of his 
works, drop in and pick up one or two. Pat 
has been clearing up the romance novels, 
taking out some of the really old ones so 
we have room for the newer ones. I do 
believe Nora Roberts and Danielle Steele 
write a new one every week and one of 
our readers has been keeping us supplied 
with plenty of them.
   I have a lot of duplicates waiting for a 
place to go. If you know of anyone who 
would like them, let me know.
   Till next month, take care.

Heart to Heart Charity 
School Supply Drive
   Heart to Heart Charity is holding a School Supply 
Drive through Aug. 17. Sought-after donations for 
all grades include backpacks, school supplies, hand 
sanitizer, large boxes of tissue, boxes of snacks 
such as goldfish and graham crackers, pencil bags, 
scissors, and more.
   Donated items can be dropped off at Lyman 
Town Hall, 8405 S. Main St., during regular 
business hours or at 720 Puget Ave., Ste. B, Sedro-
Woolley, during office hours.
   Cash donations also are needed to purchase 
supplies. Monetary donations can be sent to 
Heart to Heart Charity, P.O. Box 1372, Lyman, 
WA 98263. PayPal donations may be sent to 
hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com.
   The charity’s Adopt A Student program is 
returning for a second year. Volunteers may 
“adopt” children from families that need 
assistance with buying school supplies. A list of 
available Adopt A Student children is at www.
facebook.com/hearttoheartcharity.
   Families can nominate their children for 
the Adopt A Student program online at www.
therivergathering.com/adopt-a-student. 
Nominations are due no later than July 8.
   For more information, call 360.826.3818 or send 
an e-mail to hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com.

—Tammie Werner

The Day Creek Fire Dept. sign received a special addition in June, courtesy of Sedro-Woolley 
High School senior Josh Murdock, who recreated the department’s insignia. His red laser art 
creation now resides above the existing sign. The project was Murdock’s Senior Project. Photo by 
Kathy Henderson.

Firefighters Garage Sale at Day Creek Fire Hall
July 19, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. / July 20, 8 a.m. to noon

Donation drop-off day: July 13. Custom drop-offs: 360.826.3003 or 360.826.3581
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June in pictures

Above: The graduating Class of 2013 at Darrington High School paused for a more formal photo after their June 8 
graduation ceremonies. Photo courtesy of Life Touch Photography.
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Above: Kassiopia Roberts leapfrogs 
her way from point A to point B during 
“Concrete Olympics” at Concrete K-8 
School June 14. Students were divided 
into “countries” that competed against 
each other in a variety of outdoor field 
events that tested their speed, balance, 
dexterity, and ability to work together.

Diablo Lake Boat Tour

Wildlife

Hiking

Natural beauty
Dining

To learn more about what awaits you in the magical North Cascades, 
visit www.skagittours.com 
or call 360-854-2589. 

Explore the beauty, adventure, learning and fun  
in the North Cascades.

Take a  
Skagit Tour  
or explore  
on your own.

Experience  
the North  
Cascades

Photo credits: Rick Allen, David Astudillo, John Harter, Elizabeth Penhollow & NEllen Regier

North Cascades Institute 
Connecting people, nature and community 
through education since1986.  
www.ncascades.org or 360-854-2589

North Cascades National Park
Enjoy summer learning and  
recreation.www.nps.gov/noca 
or 360-854-7200

Skagit Tours

Above: David Bricka celebrates his win in the adult jump rope contest during 
Blast from the Past in Sedro-Woolley June 1.Paying homage to Bricka’s 
victory is his friend, Kymbr Self, who won the event last year. Kneeling in 
mock shame is Mike “Mike In the Morning” Yeoman. Just you wait, Bricka.Above: Quilter Susanne Robertson of Mount Vernon submitted her 

creation, titled “Dragon Patch I,” and captured first place in the “Large” 
category during the Woolley Fiber Quilters’ “Blast of Bubbles” Quilt Show. 
The June event was part of the Blast from the Past festivities and drew 
702 quilt-lovers to two different display locations in downtown Sedro-
Woolley. Organizers reported 110 exhibitors in the show, with 289 quilts 
submitted for viewing. Quilt show winners are on p. 32.
Photo by Judy Johnson.

Above: Freddy James of Freddy James Rockin’ 88 tickles the ivories during the Whitehorse 
Community Picnic at Fortson Mill near Darrington June 23. Performing with James is Robbie 
“White Lightning” Gordon on sax and Freddy James Jr. on drums. Sponsored by Whitehorse 
Musicians Guild, the event benefited the local food bank by asking attendees to bring 10 food 
bank items or $10 for admission. The Shadow Creek Project, Ragged Edge, Brent Offerings, and 
Desperate Measures also performed that day.

Above: Concrete High School Class of 2013 
Salutatorian Alexander Joens delivers his 
speech during the Commencement ceremony 
June 8. Concrete High School graduated 34 
seniors at the end of its 2012–13 school year.

Above: Boy Scout David Swanberg became an Eagle Scout 
during a June 1 Eagle Scout Court of Honor at Community 
Bible Church in Concrete. Swanberg’s accomplishment is rare; 
nationally, only four percent of all scouts attain the Eagle Scout 
rank, the highest rank in scouting. Inset: Swanberg’s Eagle 
Scout medal.

Below: Eighth graders at Concrete K-8 School were treated to a moving-up ceremony June 13 in 
the school gymnasium. Certificates and snacks were the order of the day.

Above: Angele Cupples Community Garden co-manager 
Jason Miller speaks to a group of kids during a Summer Camp 
event at the garden June 26. The children learned more about 
the garden and enjoyed a scavenger hunt while there.
Submitted photo.

Left: Concrete dentist Sharon Feller poses for a 
photo with patient Jason Maureaux June 13 before 
Feller performed a free emergency extraction. Feller 
and a visiting mobile dental clinic from Northwest 
Medical Teams were providing free dental services 
during the event in Concrete. Thirty-five patients were 
scheduled for work that day. Serving with Feller were 
Larry Forsyth, DDS, of Cascade Dental in Sedro-
Woolley, and Ron Guderian, M.D., who founded 
Northwest Medical Teams. Submitted photo.
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Council summary
   The Hamilton Town Council held a 
regular meeting May 14. Following is a 
summary of that meeting.

• After a public hearing, council voted 
to accept Zone Variance No. 1–13 for 
508 Bella St., applied for by Gloria 
Deanna Estes.

• Councilmembers had previously 
reviewed the engineering qualifica-
tions submitted by three firms for the 
TIB paving project. Council voted to 
enter into contract with Reichhardt & 
Ebe Engineering.

• Planner Margaret Fleek addressed the 
council regarding the dissolution 
of the Hamilton Public Development 
Authority. The PDA was formed in 
2004 after the 2003 flood to administer 
grants. Much of its original intent 
has been accomplished, and only 94 
cents remain in its account. The State 
Auditor’s Office has requested the 
PDA be dissolved. An ordinance to 
dissolve the PDA will be prepared for 
council.

• Mayor Cromley announced that the 
town clean-up day was a success. The 
cost was approximately $3,000 and 
included three Dumpsters of garbage, 
two Dumpsters of lumber, and 339 
tires.

• Cas Hancock reported that the water 
loss was back down to 11 percent. 
The problem with the mitigation tank 
overflow problem was resolved.

• The fire department was called out for 
a tree down across Pettit St. from the 
storm on May 13.

Birdsview buzz
   Happy summer everyone (since it 
officially starts July 5)! Hope everyone 
survived the bridge closure. And SO look 
forward to when they shut it down again 
for the permanent replacement—not!
   We will be closed July 4 to celebrate 
with the family. July 17 we opened our 
doors for the first time seven years ago. 
No one thought a little brewery in the 
middle of nowhere would ever make it. 
But we have and we’re getting better 
every day. Bill and Julie just brewed our 
latest seasonal called Dead Red Ale. And 
when it comes out toward the end of this 
month, a portion of all sales will be going 
to the local animal shelter.
   We will have our birthday party on July 
20, with Ed making his yummy cakes, 
Br’er Rabbit will be playing from 2 to 4 
p.m., and then maybe an open jam. Come 
help us celebrate.

July birthdays
   9 Kim Brown
   13 Brewster Julie Voigt,

 Andrea Frank
   14 Dan “the man” Brown,
 Jeff Soloman
   15 Clay Clyzo
   17 Birdsview Brewing Company
   24 Heidi Bletch, Mary Janda
   26 Jennie Smith (newest BBC 
 employee)
   28 John Rantschler
   30 Rhonda Giecek
   31 Jim Havens

   Looking to next month, BIRDSTOCK 
is Aug. 3, from noon to 9 p.m. We have 
a super line-up of bands, including Say 
Bonsai, Br’er Rabbit, Apollos Mystic 
Caravan, Barefeet, Jack Mattingly 
and Whiskey Fever, and Fanny Alger. 
Remember, please don’t bring your 
dogs or your own alcohol, and no 
overnight camping. Plan ahead for a 
designated driver or reservations at a local 
campground. And support the Birdsview 
Fire Dept. by buying food from them and 
making a donation.
   Have a great month!

—Kris Voigt

Lyman Hamilton School Reunion
Sat., Aug. 10, noon potluck

Lyman City Park
Questions? Call 360.826.3160, 360.708.4854, 

or 360.695. 9848.

Chili Cookoff 
planned for first 
responders
   A Chili Cookoff aimed to pull in first 
responders for some camaraderie will be 
held Sat., Aug. 3, at 11 a.m. at Hamilton 
City Park. Admission is by donation.
   The event is organized by Scott Bates, 
a first responder himself, who said he’s 
casting the invitations net wide.
   “It’s for fire districts, EMS, and police 
countywide,” he said. “I’m throwing the 
invitation out to everybody who has a fire 
district. It’s been years since we’ve done 
this kind of thing, so this is meant to bring 
us together.”
   In addition to chili, hot dogs and drinks 
will be available for kids, as well as 
plentiful cornbread. The general public is 
invited to attend and sample the chilis.
   There are no constraints on how much 
chili attendees can bring. “Make a pot,” 
said Bates, “from one gallon to four.”
   Chili connoisseurs can bring their rigs 
if they want to, said Bates. “If this goes 
well, we’ll want to make it an annual 
event.”
   That same weekend, look for a car show 
at The Undertow bar in Hamilton.

North Cascades Vintage Aircraft Museum Director Jim Jenkins stands with a 1932 Fairchild 
22-C7B, a plane from his favorite era—the ’20s and ’30s. Strolling through the museum’s 
hangars, Jenkins has something to say about almost every airplane. “This one’s open cockpit 
was very typical for the period,” he said of the Fairchild.

WHERE:
7879 S. Superior Ave., Hangar 6

Mears Field, Concrete

HOURS:
M-F, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sat.-Sun., almost anytime
(call ahead)

CONTACT:
360.770.4848

geebee856y@yahoo.com

WEB:
www.skagitaero.com

This 1937 Ryan STA Special is just one of about 45 planes the North Cascades Vintage Aircraft 
Museum has in its six hangars. Museum Director Jim Jenkins prefers aircraft from the 1920s and 
’30s, but some of founder Harold Hanson’s military favorites are still displayed.

Harold Hanson, the founder of North 
Cascades Vintage Aircraft Museum, was a pilot 
and retired developer who wanted the museum 
to help transform Concrete into a destination. 
Hanson died in 2010.

1008 Third St. Office: 360-855-1288
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 Fax: 360-855-1868
www.lemleychapel.com Email: info@lemleychapel.com

Rick Lemley Doug Hutter

Tobi Stidman

Rockport residents John and Corrina Koenig held a fundraiser for Wounded Warriors In Action 
at Birdsview Brewing Co. June 8, netting a little more than $8,000 for the charity, which serves 
Purple Heart recipients by providing world-class outdoor sporting activities. The four men in back 
are, from left, John Koenig; Jose Rodriguez-Vigil, Vietnam veteran; Bradley Brown, Operation 
Iraqi Freedom; and Brian Gleason, active duty staff sergeant, Army (received his Purple Heart 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom). In front, Tosha Phillips (green shirt) hands Corrina Koenig a 
$500 donation from Northwest Farm Credit Services for the cause.

Museum, cont. from p. 1

   The museum’s story begins in the late 
1990s, when the idea of a showroom for 
post-World War II aircraft germinated in 
the mind of Harold Hanson, a Monroe-
based developer with a hangar at the 
Concrete airport. 
   Hanson used airplanes to look for 
properties to develop, going through more 
than 100 planes during his lifetime. The 
first airplane he restored was a Piper Tri-
Pacer that he bought brand-new in 1954. 
He sold it in 1967. But more on that later.
   In his retirement years, Hanson dreamed 
of a museum that showcased post-World 
War II aircraft, a museum that would help 
to transform Concrete into a destination. 
He started collecting.
   In 2001 a mutual friend told Hanson 
about Jim Jenkins, the museum’s director 
of operations, who lived in Connecticut at 
the time. Jenkins, 59, remembers the first 
phone conversation he had with Hanson.
   “When Harold first called to introduce 
himself, he told me what he was doing 
and where he was doing it. I asked him 
if it was green or brown—I wanted to 
know where it was, geographically, within 
Washington state.
   “‘At the end of the earth!’ Harold said.”
   Jenkins and his son, Drew, moved to 
Concrete in late 2001, taking 12 trips to 
move all their aircraft paraphernalia. And 
now he loves it here.

   The museum has a lean staff: just 
Jenkins, Drew, and Brian White. Drew 
and White handle restorations and 
maintenance, while Jenkins, with his 
engineering background, does design and 
drawing work, and handles the paperwork 
associated with operating the 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit museum.
   Jenkins’ first love is aircraft from the 
1920s and ’30s, which clashed at first 
with Hanson’s original vision. But then 
Hanson noticed that visitors were drawn 
more to Jenkins’ collection than his own. 
After that, Hanson listened to Jenkins’ 
suggestions “95 percent of the time.”
   The museum’s inventory is largely 
from that Golden Age of Aviation that 
Jenkins loves, with a few oddities thrown 
in. A stroll through the hangars reveals a 
treasure trove of aircraft, and Jenkins has 
something to say about every one of them.
   A replica of a Piper Cub built in the 
1990s: “Those were originally used during 
World War II for spotting.”
   A 1943 Grumman Widgeon: “That one 
was at Pearl Harbor during the attack. It 
still has its original engines. They used it 
for submarine patrols.”
   A 1928 Cessna AW: “That’s our oldest 
plane. It was the first plane to be certified 
with a cantilevered wing. There are only 
three left in the world.”
   Hanson’s restored Piper Tri-Pacer is 
there too. Jenkins found it in a barn in 
Oregon and brought it home.

“Just call ahead”
   The museum acquisitions program and 
salaries are funded through a family trust 
that is managed by some of Hanson’s 

family members. It operates as a 
nonprofit, with Jenkins as vice president. 
   Admission to the museum is free. It is 
open Mon. through Fri. from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and almost anytime on weekends—
Jenkins always wants to show visitors 
around. “Just call ahead,” he said.
   Fortunately for Concrete, recent plans 
to move the museum to the Arlington 
Municipal Airport fell through after a 
feasibility study revealed the funds to do 
so weren’t at the level they needed to be.
   Jenkins said the focus now is on 

expanding the museum. They’ll enlarge 
the maintenance and renovation hangar, 
build another hangar, and create a 
dedicated entrance and parking area. They 
plan to add a fuel station at the airport too.
   For Jenkins, it’s a dream job that lets him 
live with his passion for aircraft every day.
   “I thank him just about every day I 
wake up,” Jenkins said of Hanson. “He 
was wonderful to me, and what he left me 
was part of his legacy. He really tried to 
promote this place.”

—J. K. M.
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Darrington
Pioneering Today
All about strawberries
By Melissa K. Norris

   One of the things I love about the first of 
summer is all the fresh fruits and vegetables.
   It also marks the beginning of canning 
season in our kitchen. Through October, my 
hot water bath and pressure cooker canner 
are almost permanent fixtures on the stove 
top. We’ve already put up marinated pickled 
asparagus, low-sugar, no-pectin strawberry 
jam, and rhubarb barbecue sauce, and we’ve 
barely gotten started. Recipes are available 
at www.melissaknorris.com.
   While preserving the fruits and vegetables 
enable us to enjoy them later in the year, 
there’s nothing like fresh produce. One of 
our favorite summer treats—perfect for the 
4th of July—is strawberry shortcake. In true 
pioneer fashion, we make it all from scratch. 
We grow our own strawberries, but as my 
patch is new, it doesn’t produce enough for 
all the recipes and jam making. Cascadian 
Farms has organic u-pick berries at only 
$2.25 a pound, so we head up the valley to 
snag some.
   Rinse, dry, and hull your strawberries. 
Sprinkle with sugar and allow to sit covered 
on the counter for two to three hours. This 
will create a nice juice.

Pioneering Today Shortcake
   1/2 cup butter
   3/4 cup sugar
   2 eggs
   1/2 cup plain yogurt
   1-3/4 cup flour
   1/4 teaspoon salt
   3 teaspoons baking powder
   1 teaspoon vanilla
   Cream butter and sugar together. Using a 
mixer, beat in 1 egg at a time. Add yogurt 
and vanilla to wet ingredients. Combine 
dry ingredients with wet and blend well. 
Pour into a greased 8x8 pan and bake at 
350 degrees for 40 minutes or until center 
of cake is set. Serve with sweetened 
strawberries on top. Vanilla ice cream is 
especially good, or a dollop of whipped 
cream.

Melissa K. Norris is a Christian fiction 
novelist who lives in Rockport. Find her 
online at www.melissaknorris.com.

Briefly ...
   Buddy Buddy Fun Run/Walk will be 
held Sat., July 13, at 10 a.m., beginning 
at Old School Park, 1026 Alvord St., 
Darrington, and continuing for 4.2 miles, 
heading out the Mtn. Loop Highway and 
looping back through Clear Creek.
   The fun run/walk will be followed by a 
hot dog social at noon at the park.
   Registration is $30 and begins at 9 
a.m. All proceeds will be donated to 
Seattle Children’s Hospital in memory 
of Seth Cook. For more information, call 
425.319.6125.
   Mountain Loop Music Fest will be 
held Sat., July 13, from noon to 4 p.m., 
at Old School Park, 1026 Alvord St., 
Darrington.
   Brent Offerings, Ragged Edge, and 

Freezerburn will provide the music. There 
will be a barbecue for everyone and old-
fashioned carnival games.
   The event is sponsored by the 
Darrington Family Support and Resource 
Center. For more information, call 
360.436.0308.
   Basketball games are scheduled for 
adults every Sunday at 6 p.m., at the 
Community Center gym, 570 Sauk 
Ave., Darrington. You must be at least a 
freshman in high school to participate. 
Bring $1 per player to cover the facility’s 
rental fee of $10 per hour (minimum two 
hours). No need to sign up; just show up!
   The next Darrington Merchants Day is 
Sat., July 6, at Gold Nugget Pawn Shop. 
Details at 360.436.1029 or nuggetpawn@
live.com.

—Marla Skaglund

Darrington IGA

d.iga@frontier.com

“Hometown Proud”

360.436.01411090 Seeman St. • Darrington
Mon. - Sat.: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Sun. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Locally  
owned by people 

you can trust!

Randy Ashe, Kevin and Sheila Ashe, owners.

Rockport 
Garage Sale 
to be held 
Aug. 2–4
   The annual Rockport Volunteer Fire 
Department Garage Sale returns Aug. 2–4, 
and will be held at the Rockport Fire Hall 
on Alfred St. in Rockport from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. each day.
   Donations for the fundraiser will begin 
July 27; to donate, call 360.708.8594. 
Organizers ask that donations not be 
dropped off at the fire hall.
   The yearly garage sale is the volunteer 
fire department’s leading fundraiser, 
generating much-needed funds in support 
of the department by selling items donated 
by community members.
   Last year, the garage sale pulled in 
$2,565 for the volunteer fire department.

—J. K. M.

Bluegrass Festival 
returns July 19–21
   The 37th Annual Darrington Bluegrass 
Festival will be held July 19–21, at the 
Bluegrass Music Park, located three miles 
west of Darrington.
   National acts performing this year 
include Ralph Stanley II, Junior Sisk, 
Wayne Taylor, and the Chapmans.
   Many of the musical groups performing 
live in Washington, including the 
Combinations, who live in Darrington.
   The festival offers incredible music 
beginning at 7 p.m. Friday, vendor booths, 
plenty of good food, and 24-hour jams at 
the campsites, which are dry with no RV 
hookups.
   For ticket sales and information, go to 
www.darringtonbluegrass.com.

—Marla Skaglund

Celebrate July 4 
Darrington style
   Mansford Grange will host the Fourth 
of July celebrations in Darrington on 
Thur., July 4, beginning with a parade on 
Darrington St. at noon, and continuing 
with music, the open air market, and 
games at Old School Park.
   Volunteers will gather at Old School 
Park for fun and games for the whole 
family, and local bakers will provide 
sweet treats for a cake walk. Older 
students volunteer their face painting 
skills for younger community members.

   Be sure to check out the dunk tank, with 
its variety of participants. You never know 
who you might see get wet.
   Several local bands will provide the 
music at Old School Park with rock-n-
roll, bluegrass, and original compositions 
lasting all afternoon. An Open Air Market 
with local arts and crafts will share space 
with the games and provide a diverse 
selection of goods.
   At dusk, the community is invited 
to gather at the school grounds for a 
fireworks show sponsored by Town 
of Darrington and local community 
members.

—Marla Skaglund

   WASHINGTON, D. C. — Legislation 
passed June 20 has designated Illabot 
Creek south of Rockport as a Wild and 
Scenic River. According to a press release 
from Senator Patty Murray (D-WA), the 
legislation passed the Senate unanimously.
   The legislation is cosponsored by 
Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) 
and companion legislation has been 
introduced in the House by U.S. Reps. 
Suzan DelBene (WA-01) and Rick Larsen 
(WA-02). The bill would protect the 
free-flowing character of Illabot Creek, 
an important habitat for threatened wild 
Chinook salmon, steelhead, bull trout, 
and other wildlife, while maintaining 
recreational opportunities like hunting and 
fishing.
     “This bill would protect a delicate 
habitat and one of Washington state’s 
precious natural resources for generations 
to come,” said Murray. “Preserving Illabot 
Creek is vitally important for the many 
fish and wildlife species depending on 
it for survival. This legislation will also 
support outdoor recreation opportunities 
for hunters, fishermen, and families to 
enjoy in perpetuity.”
   Illabot Creek flows for 14.3 miles 
through Skagit County, starting at Snow 
King Mountain 7,500 feet up in the 
Cascades and dropping down to join the 
Skagit River at 500 feet above sea level. 
It provides a crucial spawning habitat 
for threatened species, including wild 
Chinook salmon, steelhead and bull trout, 

   Darrington has been chosen to host the 
2013 National Field Archery Association 
Outdoor National Championship from 
July 24–28.
   The event, which is held every three 
years, will play out at the Darrington 
Archery Range, 312 Sauk Ave., in 
Darrington (behind the high school). 
Competition usually starts at 8 a.m. each 
day, with archers off the range by 4 p.m.
   The Darrington Archery Association 
(DAA) was started in 1980 by a handful 
of local residents headed by Marv 
Kastning. Kastning, a teacher, had a dream 
to bring an archery range to Darrington. 
Through a lot of paper and legwork, he 
acquired property and obtained contracts, 
and ranges were built.
   In the summer of 1982, Darrington 
hosted its first national tournament, and 

has hosted many tournaments since 
then, including World Archery and many 
Washington State tournaments.
   Darrington’s archery range is the only 
permanent world-class archery range in 
the U.S. and boasts the only handicap-
accessible range. Darrington Archery 
consists of five ranges of 28 targets each. 
Ranges or target butts are sponsored by 
individual archers, archery clubs, and 
even local community members.
   Camping is available for archers; the 
DAA clubhouse will provide showers, as 
will the high school.
   The DAA is looking for housing for the 
shooters and families. If you are interested 
in renting any available rooms or your 
house, contact Candy and Dennis Vincent 
at 360.436.0282.

—Marla Skaglund

18-hole mini golf 
course opens in 
Darrington
   Looking for something fun that kids and 
adults can enjoy? Kamloops Mini Golf 
opened on Father’s Day and plans a grand 
opening July 4.
   The miniature golf course is located 
in Cascade Kamloops RV Park, 1240 
Darrington St., Darrington. The course 
is open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day 
during the summer. One round of golf is $4.
   “The park needed something to make it 
more family oriented,” said Gwenn Miller, 
owner. “This gives the kids in town 
something to do.”
   Miller said new basketball hoops and 
horseshoe pits are on the way, as well 
as a mini-golf tournament. For more 
information, call 360.631.4668.

—J. K. M.

and is home to numerous other species, 
including bald eagles that roost along the 
creek.
   According to The Nature Conservancy, 
the Skagit River watershed also supports 
one of the largest concentrations of 
wintering bald eagles in the U.S. Because 
of the abundance of salmon and the high 
quality of habitat, Illabot Creek is a center 
of foraging activity and supports two 
communal night roosts. One roost area is 
within the existing Skagit Wild and Scenic 
River corridor, and the second is within 
the proposed Illabot Creek Wild and 
Scenic River designation.
   The National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System was created by Congress in 1968 
to preserve certain rivers of outstanding 
value in a free-flowing condition for 
future generations. The Illabot Creek Wild 
and Scenic River Act would prohibit dams 
and other water projects that impair the 
free-flowing nature of a river and establish 
a protected corridor extending one-quarter 
mile from the ordinary high-water mark 
on both sides of the river.  Designating 
Illabot Creek as a National Wild and 
Scenic River also would complement 
other local habitat protection and salmon 
and trout recovery efforts that are under 
way in the Skagit basin.
   Similar legislation was previously 
introduced in the 111th and 112th 
Congresses. After being re-introduced 
in February 2013, the Senate bill passed 
out of the Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee on April 22 and the companion 
House legislation was reported out of 
the House Natural Resources Committee 
on May 17. The bill enjoys broad local 
support from elected officials, environ-
mentalists, fishermen, agriculture, and 
other stakeholders.
   “Today the Senate acted to protect 
Illabot Creek’s critical wildlife habitat and 
incredible sites for outdoor recreation,” 
said Senator Cantwell.
   Having passed the full Senate and the 
House committee of jurisdiction, the 
legislation now awaits passage by the full 
House of Representatives.

Senate passes Illabot Creek 
Wilderness legislation
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Darrington targeted for national field 
archery competition July 24–28

Airport sinkhole gets 
emergency repair
   Washington State DOT came to Town of 
Darrington’s aid June 11, when a sinkhole 
was discovered on the airport’s runway.
   After closing the runway, assessing the 
damage, and determining repair costs, 
the town contacted WSDOT for funding 
assistance. WSDOT determined that the 

repair work met its Airport Aid Grant 
Program requirements for emergency 
funding and awarded $38,000 in grant 
funds for the repair work.
   “Fortunately, our grant program has 
stipulations for emergencies such as 
these,” said Tristan Atkins, WSDOT 
director of aviation. “We’re glad we could 
help to get this important work done.”
   Crews began repair work on June 13 
and were expected to be done by June 30.

Your area businesses
bring you Concrete Herald

each month.  Please suppor t them!
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Marblemount
Work party 
spiffs up 
Community Hall
   About a dozen people—regulars and 
new faces—showed up for a work party at 
Marblemount Community Hall on Sun., 
June 9. 
   In about seven hours, we got a number 
of things done.
   Yard work was one of the first things on 
our list. The vegetation is relentless this 
time of year and the mix of rain and sun 
really made things grow. The lawn was 
mowed, as well as weedeating the edges 
around the buildings.
   The back of the hall was particularly 
bad. Blackberries were growing into the 
shake siding and would have eventually 
pried the shakes off if left alone. In 

addition, a troublesome maple clump and 
a holly tree both growing right at the edge 
of the building were removed, along with 
a lot of thick brush. We also weeded the 
gravel in the playground area.
   Inside, the hall was spruced up with 
some new decorations, and the bathrooms 
and kitchen were deep cleaned.
   We also worked on some infrastructure 
projects. A water line was excavated in 
order to install a new outdoor spigot, 
but it was determined that we did not 
have the proper fittings, so the hole was 
temporarily covered until we could get 
the right parts. We also inspected several 
areas where the floor of the hall was 
sagging and determined the materials 
needed to fix this problem.  
   All the help was greatly appreciated. As 
the old saying goes “Many hands make 
light work.”

—Pat Buller

Community Market 
to open July 28
   Farmers, gardeners, artists, and 
crafters will gather to offer their locally 
homegrown and homemade goods on the 
grounds of the Marblemount Community 
Hall this summer.
   Scheduled for the last Sunday of each 
month, a new, open-air market will feature 
locally grown produce, farm goods, baked 
goods, and handmade arts and crafts to the 
public from noon to 4 p.m. In addition, 
live music should make the afternoons 
festive.
   A second planning meeting for 
anyone interested will be held at the 
Community Hall on Mon., July 8, at 6 
p.m. For more information, call Christie 
Fairchild at 360.853.8388 or go to www.
marblemountcommunityhall.org.

Annual salmon 
barbecue Aug. 4
   The biggest fundraiser for Marblemount 
Community Hall is on tap for August.
   Slated for Aug. 4 from noon to 6 p.m., 

the hall’s annual Salmon Barbecue 
Fundraiser will be held at the hall, 60155 
SR 20, in Marblemount.
   The big meal includes salmon, pasta 
salad, cole slaw, baked beans, a beverage, 
and a dessert for $12. A hot dog meal with 
the same sides is $9, and a kid-sized hot 
dog meal is $5.
   The event provides diners a chance to 
enjoy a meal with friends while providing 
much-needed funds for the maintenance 
and operation of the hall, the social hub 
for Marblemount.
   Scheduled activities for kids include 
face painting, a fish pond, a craft table, a 
haystack game, and balloons.
   Raffle prizes also will raise funds while 
providing fun gifts for the lucky winners. 
Prizes include:

• Family pass to Woodland Park Zoo
• $30 gift certificate for Que Car BBQ
• Family pass to Jungle Playland
• $20 gift certificate for Big 5 Sports
• Gift basket from Black Cat Soap 

Company
• Four tickets to Jet City Improv
• Gift card for Skagit Food Co-op
• Plant and Soil Moist from Wells 

Nursery
—Christie Fairchild

   Never have the words “under new 
management” carried more weight than 
in Grasmere, where the former Cascade 
Mountain Lodge and restaurant has been 
taken over and completely renovated.
   Bellevue attorney Sonny Shin and his 
parents, Kung and Young Shin, reopened 
the lodging side of the business in May 
2012 after extensive remodeling. The 
rooms are, effectively, brand-new.

   A family of four bounces up Forest Rd. 
No. 2810 a few miles outside Darrington. 
As they round a corner, a lookout comes 
into sight above the treetops. They park 
and carry their gear up the 41-foot tower. 
The kids are thrilled, the parents are 
enchanted. They can see below them 
the little mountain town they just drove 
through. The rocky, glacier-clad peaks 
are their closest neighbors. They are 
surrounded by peace and the awesome 
hand of nature, and it’s theirs for the 
whole weekend. They’ve just discovered 
their new family tradition.
   That’s the vision for the Friends of 
North Mountain—or one version of it.
   The Friends are a partnership between 
the Darrington Historical Society, The 
Forest Fire Lookout Association, and the 
Darrington Area Business Association.
   Since our first meeting on March 30, 
we’ve been making progress on clarifying 
our ultimate vision, still flexible at this 
point as more stakeholders share their 
energy and ideas. We’ve contacted other 
fee-based, publicly accessible lookout 
towers in Canada and the U.S. to use as 

possible templates for the North Tower. 
The Jersey Jim lookout in Colorado 
holds particular promise. A 55-foot tower 
accessible by motor vehicle and open 
seasonally, it is often booked for the 
season a couple of days after opening for 
reservations.
   Creating a fee structure will be 
important to the sustainability of the 
project to cover the costs of annual 
maintenance to the tower and cabin, as 
well as the many miles of DNR road that 
lead to the structure. With only two other 
rentable lookouts in Washington, the 
prospects are extremely good for North 
Mountain to become a popular destination 
for people across the Northwest.
   On June 13, Friends of North Mountain 
partnered with Friends for Public Use, 
clearing two miles of blowdown from 
the road to the lookout and assessing its 
condition and future work needed. The 
road is now drivable all the way to the top, 
though still rough in spots.
   Our current projects include undertaking 
the cultural review process required for 
all structures of this age (nearly 50 years).  

The outcome of the process will determine 
significant details of the ultimate design of 
the cabin and to some extent the viability 
of the project. If you have experience 
with this process or have a background 
in archeology or historical architecture, 
please contact the Friends.
   In addition we’ll be creating our 
materials list and projected budget, and 
looking for people with the skill sets to 

serve on our future board of directors, and 
discussing our fundraising strategies.
   If you would like to see this project 
succeed and are willing to add your 
energy, ideas, and enthusiasm, send an 
e-mail to roselie.rasmussen@gmail.
com. This lookout tower is an asset to 
our community and has the potential to 
become something great.

—Roselie Rasmussen

This concept view of North Mountain Lookout shows a rehabilitated perch from which to enjoy 
panoramic views near Darrington. Image courtesy of Dykeman Visual Marketing.

Effort to rehab North Mountain 
Lookout gaining traction

Bob Hopfield and Merlene Buller pull blackberry vines away from the shingle siding on 
Marblemount Community Hall during a work party June 9. Photo by Pat Buller.

Sonny Bear’s Restaurant 
owners Sonny Shin (right) and 
his father, Kung, stand in front 
of Sonny Bear’s Restaurant, 
their new eatery, which opened 
June 22. Sonny’s mother, 
Young, completes the trio of 
entrepreneurs who have breathed 
new life into the old Cascade 
Mountain Lodge and Restaurant 
in Grasmere, and the old Baker 
Hotel in Concrete Town Center.

Open for business:
Sonny Bear’s 
Restaurant

At a glance:

Sonny Bear’s 
Restaurant

Where: 44618 SR 20, Grasmere

Hours: 7 days / week, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Phone:  360.853.8465

   On June 22 they opened the doors to the 
neighboring and renamed Sonny Bear’s 
Restaurant—again, after intensive repairs 
and renovations.
   No matter your craving, chances are 
good that Sonny Bear’s will have it 
on the menu. Look for comfort foods 
like hamburgers, meatballs, pasta, and 
chicken-fried steak, plus Asian offerings 
like yakisoba, beef and chicken teriyaki, 
fried rice, and more.
   “We take a lot of pride in providing 
fresh, quality food at a reasonable cost. 
The portions are good too. I want to make 
sure that people don’t leave hungry,” says 
Sonny.
   Sonny Bear’s will be a place where all 
ages can enjoy themselves, says Sonny. To 
that end, he’s made the bar nonalcoholic, 
choosing to serve frozen yogurt and 
bubble tea there instead. (Don’t know 
what bubble tea is? Stop in and try one!) 
Beer and wine can be ordered in the main 
dining area, with a meal. Behind the bar 
lies a lounge area where Sonny envisions 
private parties, birthdays, senior class 
gatherings, church groups, and more. 
Why not? It has a professional karaoke 
machine, after all.
   “The goal behind this place is to be 

a family-friendly spot where 
families can gather, where kids 
can come and hang out. Where 
else can you go to have a family 
meal and then sing karaoke? We 
want to bring back family night,” 
says Sonny.
   A large outdoor courtyard 
behind the restaurant is “a work 
in progress,” says Sonny. Look 
for additional seating and a fire 
pit out there.
   Sonny Bear’s Restaurant is 
a new destination for Upper 
Valley residents and visitors. 
“We already have regulars,” says 
Sonny.

—J. K. M.
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Seniors
   When moving to new residences 
or when a partner passes, seniors 
sometimes have to find new 
friends.
   It was easier in school. There 
they were in the same classroom or 
on the same sports team. At work 
they were in the next cubicle or 
assembly line or work bench, or in 
the break room.
   As people approach the later-in-
life days, the days when life felt 
like one big blind date slowly fade. 
Schedules compress or become 
nonexistent, priorities change, 
and people often become pickier 
in what they want in their friends. 
Pickier—or hard to please. As 
external conditions change, it 
becomes tougher to meet the three 
conditions experts have considered 
crucial to making close friends: 
closeness; repeated, unplanned 
interactions; and a setting that 
allows them to let their guard down 
and confide in each other.
   Friendship is a friendly feeling or 
attitude, kindness, or help given to 
someone. We all need some of that. 
But “how,” that’s the thorn on the 

rose bush, a tricky, sticky subject 
with many twists and turns.
   Associating with people with 
common interests is one way to 
find friends. Join clubs or meet 
people with the same hobby or 
collection of artifacts, such as 
kites or sea shells. If you can’t 
find a group, then form a group 
with common interests. Or join a 
weekly card game; but beware: If 
you are too good a card player, you 
may create enemies, not friends. 
Bowling and golf go along the 
same line as cards, but you can 
have fun and then be a poor player 
when you must to keep your new 
friends. And remember, some 
people like winners and others like 
losers. This is a go-as-you-play 
determination you must make. 
Whatever the situation is, always 
say nice things and make an effort 
to smile. And when you meet 
friends, make friends with their 
friends.
   A good place to mix is the local 
sports bar or grill and bar. They 
always have a group of people 
doing what you are doing: looking 
for friends. And if you are into 
sports, you will fit right in.
   A health club is another good 
mingling place with people with 
the same interest as you, getting fit 
or losing weight.
   Speaking of health, remember 
the best vitamin for making friends 
is “B1.” The Dalai Lama said, “Old 
friends pass away, new friends 
appear. It is just like the days. An 
old day passes, a new day arrives. 
The important thing is to make it 
meaningful: a meaningful friend—
or a meaningful day.”

Patrick M. Kennedy is the author
of Two Seniors and Friends. Find it 
at www.funwithretirement.com.

for the small amount of traffic.
   The present ferry is no longer 
safe for use, and the county refuses 
to assume responsibility for the 
safety of persons using it.

60 years ago
   July 2, 1953: Vandalism at 
Marblemount Grade School 
last week was the work of three 
teenage boys. According to 
them, the affair started as a dare 
of throwing a rock through the 
windows, and wound up in a free-
for-all barrage by all three.
   The boys have been placed under 
custody of the juvenile court and 
will be tried on Monday.
   Damage estimates for repair 
of broken windows, sashes, and 
lighting fixtures has been set at 
between $300 and $400. Parents 
of the boys are expected to make 
good the loss.

50 years ago
   July 4, 1963: George Bricka, 
who has been the principal of 
Concrete High School for the past 
four years, gave notice this week 
of his resignation. He will, instead, 
move to Sedro-Woolley High 
School, where he has been offered 
a similar position. He will replace 
John Norse, who left that system to 
go to Burlington.
   Bricka came to Concrete in 
1959 to replace Hugh Barr, who 
at that time moved up to the 
superintendent position.

40 years ago
   July 12, 1973: An alarm sounded 
last Thursday at 11:55 a.m. as 
flames began to consume the 
Concrete High School grandstand, 
sports equipment, and a kitchen 

80 years ago
   July 20, 1933: A general 
celebration to rededicate the 
safety [monument] on the lawn 
at the office of Superior Portland 
Cement, Inc., will be held this 
afternoon.
   The monument was presented 
to the Superior Company by the 
Portland Cement Association 
for operating safely through the 
calendar year of 1931 without a 
single lost-time accident, and was 
officially dedicated last year. The 
company continued to work safely 
through 1932, making another year 
without an accident, which will be 
duly inscribed on the monument.
   The company now has operated 
for more than three years without a 
single accident causing loss of time 
to an employee.

70 years ago
   July 22, 1943: A notice of 
hearing on closing the old O’Brien 
ferry crossing at Marblemount by 
the county commissioners brought 
out a delegation of ferry users 
Monday. The delegation produced 
a petition asking that the ferry 
either be operated as before or a 
road opened down the south side of 
the river to the Rockport ferry.
   The commissioners have 
condemned the present ferry at 
Marblemount and offered it to 
anyone who will take it over. 
Priorities and other [World War II] 
restrictions prevent the building 
of a new ferry. Even if it could be 
built, the commissioners do not 
feel such an expenditure is justified 

Coffee Break
Making new friends
By Patrick Kennedy

Concrete Center
July 2013
Activities

Mon. - Fri., 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunch served Tue. – Fri., noon

Mondays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   Noon—2 p.m.    Senior Social, 7/29
   Noon     Birthday party, 7/29
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo, Dominoes
   12:30 p.m.    Bingo, 7/29
   1 p.m.     Advisory Board mtg.,
        7/8
   1:30 p.m.    Bingo, 7/8

Tuesdays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Wednesdays
   10 a.m.     Advanced quilting
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   10:30 a.m.    Exercise
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Thursdays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   10:30 a.m.    Indoor walking
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo
   12:30 p.m.    Movie (viewers’ choice)

Fridays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   11 a.m.     Indoor walking
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Dominoes

Furlough/Holiday closures
   7/4     Holiday
   7/5     Furlough day

Foot Care
   Until further notice, Foot Care is not being 
offered at Concrete Center. For foot care, call 
Sedro-Woolley Senior Center at 360.855.1531 
for an appointment.

   Monthly newsletters are available at the 
center by the first of each month.

30 years ago: A cobbled-together raft dubbed “Fish In” (above) won “Best Decorated” honors during the Third Annual 
Log Cabin Tavern River Raft Challenge Race on July 23, 1983. Seven rafts filled with brave adventurers journeyed from 
Rockport to Concrete on the Skagit River in crafts that made landlubbers a little nervous. Capturing first for the second year 
in a row was “Slug II” (top), a raft sponsored by C & D Glass, which made the trip between Howard Miller Steelhead Park 
and the Baker River boat launch in 1 hour, 57 minutes, and 39 seconds. Crewing Slug II were Don Smith, Eli Warren, John 
Scurlock, and Karen Nolan. Archive photos by Anne Bussiere.See Way Back, p. 29

Way Back, cont. from p. 28

located in the structure. Four units 
were called to the scene of the 
fire: Concrete, Grasmere, Skagit 
County, and Forestry Service. Also 
on the scene was an ambulance and 
a Puget Power truck.
   By about 12:25 p.m., the fire 
was under control, although a few 
firemen remained until 3 p.m.
   The 1948 wooden grandstand 
was burned totally to the ground. 
Stored inside were track and 
football equipment, and a kitchen 
used for preparing food for the 
grandstand concession stand.
   The fire is believed to have 
been caused by children playing 
with matches, according to Russ 
Morrison of the Concrete Police.
   No estimate of loss has been 
made on the grandstand and 
equipment at this time.
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June 1
   A male reported being assaulted on Cape 
Horn Dr. in Cape Horn. He apparently 
went over to a residence to retrieve a dog 
and was met by angry residents. One male 
subject was issued a ticket for assault, 
and booked and released on previous 
warrants. Alcohol was a major factor in 
this disagreement.
June 2
   A caller from Lynnwood reported that 
he had been assaulted while fishing on the 
Cascade River near the fish hatchery. This 
person said they run a guide service and 
know the area well. He said a male subject 
had grabbed him by the shirt and escorted 
him away from the fishing hole. Deputies 
and WDFW are aware of the person 
responsible for the escort.
June 5
   A deputy went to check on a registered 
sex offender on North Shore Ln. in Cape 
Horn. The male wasn’t home and has 
apparently moved without notifying law 
enforcement. The male is being referred 
to the prosecutor for failing to register as a 
sex offender, since he didn’t tell us where 
he moved.
   The Heritage Museum in Concrete 
suffered a broken window. It’s unknown 
at this time if it was intentional, but it 
will cost an estimated $300 to replace. 
Deputies have no suspects.
June 6
   A resident on Hamilton Cemetery Rd. 
near Lyman reported three aggressive 
dogs chasing cars, kids, and animals, 
and being a general nuisance. The SCSO 
Animal Control Officer contacted the 
man who owns the dogs and gave a final 
warning to him. The animals may be 
seized if the invisible fencing and shock 
collars he purchased don’t contain his 
dogs.
   A caller from Healy Rd. near Hamilton 
reported a violation of a no contact order. 
Orders between neighbors can sometimes 
be tricky to decipher, depending on who 
is reporting the violation. This incident 
appeared to be a clear violation. There’s 
been an ongoing issue between them for 
years. One subject was taken to jail.  
June 8
   A deputy responded to a pickup truck 
hitting a telephone pole on Cockreham 
Island near Hamilton. The driver failed 
a sobriety test and was arrested for DUI. 
His work truck was towed and placed 
on a mandatory DUI hold so he couldn’t 
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retrieve it for 12 hours. The man was 
issued citations and released to his mother. 
She wasn’t too impressed.
June 10
   A property developer on Pinelli Rd. near 
Hamilton discovered an odd assortment 
of rocks. Upon further brush clearing, it 
appeared the rocks were arranged in such 
a fashion that it could be an old gravesite. 
SCSO detectives obtained a search 
warrant and a backhoe. After digging 
10 feet down, no bones or any other 
indications of a grave were found. 
   A Lyman resident reported the neighbors 
turned them into the fire marshall for 
having a barbecue. The barbecuers also 
reported they were being videotaped by 
the complaining party. A deputy spoke to 
the complaining party to no avail. They 
feel there is a meth lab in the area, but 
they have no proof. This is an ongoing 
issue with the complaining party, who 
believes drug activity is taking place 
in their neighborhood. The east county 
sergeant and most of the deputies have 
spoken to the complaining parties several 
times and never found any credible 
evidence of a meth lab. Neighbors are 
being directed to district court to obtain 
anti-harassment orders.
   Deputies contacted a 26-year-old female 
on Powerline Rd. near Marblemount 
about a suspicious circumstance. As the 
deputy spoke to her, he could tell she was 
on methamphetamine (because she was 
talking 100 mph). She admitted using 
meth in the days prior and was upset that 
the SCSO didn’t take her seriously. After 
determining there was no real crime, the 
deputy called the jail to see if there was 
room; there was not. Once again she was 
booked and released on her warrants.
June 11
   A deputy stopped a car for speeding on 
Cape Horn Dr. in Cape Horn. The female 
driver had a suspended license. She was 
issued a speeding ticket and a ticket for 
the suspended license. Her male passenger 
was booked and released on several 
misdemeanor warrants.
   A citizen turned in a wallet to Concrete 
Town Hall. The owner, whose last name is 
Bock, has not been located. If this is your 
wallet, please call 360.853.8583 to claim it.
   A caller from Concrete Sauk Valley 
Rd. near Rockport reported a theft of 
Adirondack chairs and a small table 
valued at $350. There are no suspects.
June 16
   A caller from Shangri-La Dr. in 
Hamilton reported seeing two men 
fighting, and one had a baseball bat. 
Deputies arrived and found one man on 
site who had been assaulted, although he 
didn’t wish to pursue charges. The other 

Assembly of God
Concrete Assembly of God
45734 Main St., Concrete; 853.8042
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Tue.: Men’s meeting, 8:30 a.m.
Wed.: Adult Bible study, 6 p.m.
Thur.: Women’s Bible study, 6:30 p.m.
Bruce Martin, pastor

North Cascade Community Church
59850 SR 20, Marblemount
360.873.2504 // www.mmag.net
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wed.: Teen Connection, 6 p.m.
           Women’s Ministry, 2 p.m. (2nd, 4th, 
          and 5th Wed.)
Thur.: Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m.
Dave Nichols, pastor
E-mail: pastordave@fastmail.fm

Baptist
First Baptist Church
12732 Hemlock St., Clear Lake
360.856.2767
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wed.: 7 p.m.
John Batts, pastor
E-mail: pastorjohn@firstbaptistclearlake.com

Hamilton First Baptist Church
797 Hamilton Cemetery Rd. at SR 20
Office: 360.826.3307
Sunday School: 9:40 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Ron Edwards, pastor

Lyman Baptist Church
31441 W. Main St., Lyman
Office: 360.826.3287
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Catholic
St. Catherine Mission Church
45603 Limestone St., Concrete
Mail: 719 Ferry St., Sedro-Woolley
Office: 360.855.0077
Weekday hours: 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Sat. Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Father Martin Bourke, pastor
www.svcc.us/scm

Covenant
Community Covenant Church
12605 Highway 9, Clear Lake
360.856.1023 // covenant@wavecable.com
www.clearlakecov.org
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Call for weekly youth group/Bible studies
Tim Hedberg, pastor

Free Methodist
Day Creek Chapel
31438 S. Skagit Hwy, Sedro-Woolley
Office 360.826.3696
Rick Miles, pastor
Sun.: 9:15 a.m. prayer service, 10 a.m. 
worship
Tue.: Women’s Bible study, 9:30 a.m.
Thur.: Bible study at Louise’s complex, Mt. 
Vernon, 6:30 p.m.
Fri.: Women’s Bible Study at Kathy’s in 
Day Creek, 8 a.m.

Methodist
Central United Methodist Church
1013 Polke Rd., Sedro-Woolley
360.856.6412 / centralumcsw@yahoo.com
www.gbgm-umc.org/cumc-sedrowolley
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.
Marilyn Kallshian, pastor

Presbyterian
Mount Baker Presbyterian Church
45705 Main St., P.O. Box 246, Concrete
Church 853.8585; office 595.0446
www.mtbakerpresbyterian.synodnw.org

Sun. worship: 9 a.m.
Tom Ross, pastor

Lutheran
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
46372 Main St., Concrete / 853.8814
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Chris Anderson, pastor

Nondenominational
Agape Fellowship
Meets at Mount Baker Presbyterian,
45705 Main St., Concrete
Second and fourth Weds., 7 p.m.
360.708.4764
Dolores Elliott, pastor

Community Bible Church
45672 Limestone, Concrete; 853.8511
E-mail: cbcofconcrete@earthlink.net
Sun. School: 9 a.m.; Worship Svc: 10 a.m.
Childcare/Children’s Ministries at both
Contact church for other ministries
Rob Thomas, pastor

Rockport Christ the King Comm. Church
11982 Martin Rd., Rockport, WA 98283
Church office: 853.8746
Pre-service fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. service: 10 a.m.
Sun. eve. Bible study: 5 p.m. See Sheriff’s Blotter, p. 33

Sergeant’s 
corner
By Chris Kading

   The Skagit County 
Sheriff’s Office has 
expanded its ability to 
interact with the public via the Internet.
   Several years ago we created a Web 
page for the Skagit County Sheriff’s 
Department: You may access us at www.
skagitcounty.net. Here you’ll find several 
links to important services provided 
by the Sheriff’s Office. This is a brief 
glimpse into some of the recent advances 
in technology the SCSO is utilizing on a 
daily basis.
   The SCSO home page contains several 
links, such as the Online Crime Report I 
wrote about in the June issue of Concrete 
Herald. The home page also contains 
a link to the Crime Map, an interactive 
program that allows you to search an 
area and find out why deputies were 
responding to it. The Crime Map will 
provide a brief description of the call.
   There are also helpful links to a 
searchable Sex Offender registration. 
Click on the link and you can view a 
short video, “Offender Watch.” This 
program allows you to be notified via 
e-mail of a new offender moving into 
your area.
   The Web site home page also contains 
links to a searchable jail roster. If you’re 
wondering about your neighbor, hop 
online and see if they’re in jail. There 
is a searchable database that allows you 
to see the person’s booking date, reason 

they were booked into jail, and their 
amount of bail.
   We also have a Skagit County Sheriff’s 
Department Facebook page and most 
recently have opened a Twitter account.
   To follow us on Twitter, simply log 
in to your account, search for SCSO, 
and follow us. We’ve discovered that 
real-time updates were beneficial during 
recent events such as the Tulip Festival 
and the I-5 bridge collapse. Twitter 
followers were able to get real-time 
updates from deputies on scene about the 
tulip traffic backups and alternate routes 
to enjoy the flowers.
   On May 23, when the Skagit River 
bridge over I-5 collapsed, it caused 
a nightmarish traffic backup. Twitter 
account followers and Facebook friends 
were able to get information on detours 
quickly.
   The Facebook page is maintained 
by SCSO personnel. Much like other 
Facebook pages, there are photos and 
links to essential information to help the 
public. The page is updated often and 
contains information on wanted persons, 
recent criminal events, crime trends, and 
tips to keep you safe.
   These are just some of the Web-based 
resources we encourage folks to explore. 
Technology is quickly becoming law 
enforcement’s friend. There are many 
links to services available within Skagit 
County. Please visit our Web site and 
explore what we have to offer at www.
skagitcounty.net. 

Chris Kading is sergeant for the Skagit 
County Sheriff’s Office East County 
Detachment in Concrete.

   Summer has finally arrived. What will 
you do for vacation this year? Will it make 
a difference in your life? Will it make a 
difference in someone else’s life? 
   What does this have to do with a 
Sunday School lesson? Here are three 
connections: Jesus said the most important 
commandment was to love God and to 
love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 
22:37–40). Jesus also said, “Everyone 
then who hears these words of mine and 
acts on them will be like a wise man who 
built his house on rock” (Matthew 7:24). 
Unless the LORD builds the house, those 
who build it labor in vain (Psalms 127:1). 
   Last summer my wife Sher decided to 
join a Fuller Center Bicycle Adventure 
ride from Seattle to San Diego to celebrate 
her 60th birthday. This summer the 
bicyclists, including several of our friends 
from last summer, are riding through 
Concrete on their way from Savannah, 
Ga., to Vancouver, B.C. This is your 
invitation to meet them on Aug. 8, the 
second-to-last day of their nine-week, 
3,700-mile trip. 
   You have probably heard of Habitat 
for Humanity. You may know that 
houses were built by Habitat volunteers 
in Concrete. Millard and Linda Fuller, 

Sunday School lesson
Why bicycle 3,700 miles?
By Tom Ross

founders of Habitat for Humanity, also 
founded the Fuller Center for Housing, 
to restore unlivable homes, as well as 
starting from scratch. On June 24—the 
start of Week Three, the Fuller Center 
Bicycle Adventure riders stopped for the 
third of six build days, to repair homes in 
Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
Colorado, and Idaho. The second home 
belongs to an 86-year-old Army veteran.
   There are no Fuller Center for Housing 
partners in Washington to organize a build 
day. I hope that there will be someday. 
   Here are comments from two of Sher’s 
and my friends about why they ride: 
   Tom Weber, a 71-year-old from 
Colorado who is riding for the third 
straight summer, said it is good to see 
the “kids” around him grasp the value 
of serving others at a young age. “Some 
of the kids that I ride with, they already 
have the purpose in mind,” Weber said. 
“They’ve read and understood The Fuller 
Center and want to come out on a bike 
ride and help people. I personally started 
this adventure to get on a bike ride. I 
couldn’t have cared less about The Fuller 
Center. But once you stop at a place and 
help somebody like this, it changes the 
whole thing. It’s like God has directed you 
to this adventure, and this is where you 
should be. I just love it.”
   Weber said participating in the 
Adventure has rebuilt his own spirit as 
much as it has rebuilt homes. 
   Kurt Schneider, a retired military officer, 

Worth repeating
   “A woman’s heart should be so hidden 
in God that a man has to seek Him just 
to find her.”
   “Faith is not the belief that God will 
do what you want. It is the belief that 
God will do what is right.”
   “Forgive and give as if it were your 
last opportunity. Love like there’s no 
tomorrow, and if tomorrow comes, love 
again.”
   “Forgiveness is unlocking the door to 
set someone free and realizing you were 
the prisoner!”
   “When you are in the final days of 
your life, what will you want? Will you 
hug that college degree in the walnut 
frame? Will you ask to be carried to 
the garage so you can sit in your car? 
Will you find comfort in rereading your 
financial statement? Of course not. 
What will matter then will be people. 
If relationships will matter most then, 
shouldn’t they matter most now?”
   “You weren’t an accident. You 
weren’t mass produced. You aren’t 
an assembly-line product. You were 
deliberately planned, specifically gifted, 
and lovingly positioned on the earth by 
the Master Craftsman.”
   “If God had a refrigerator, your 
picture would be on it. If He had a 
wallet, your photo would be in it. He 
sends you flowers every spring and a 
sunrise every morning ... Face it, friend. 
He is crazy about you!”
   “Sometimes God allows what he hates 
to accomplish what he loves.”

—Max Lucado

   Obituaries published in 
Concrete Herald from May 2009 to 
present are posted online at: 
   www.concrete-herald.com/obituaries
   For more information, call 360.853.8213 
or e-mail editor@concrete-herald.com.

Evalyn Goeringer passes
   Family and friends of 
Evalyn Goeringer gathered 
June 22 at Forest Park 
Cemetery near Concrete 
to remember the longtime 
Concrete citizen.
   A fixture at Concrete Town 
Council meetings, Goeringer 
also engaged in her Upper 
Valley community by serving 
as a Soroptimist in Sedro-Woolley. Members of that 
service organization and fellow members from the 
Red Hat Club were in attendance at her memorial, 
which was officiated by Pastor Chris Anderson of 
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in Concrete. 
The Soroptimists laid roses on her coffin as they bid 
her farewell.
   A reception at the American Legion Auxiliary Post 
No. 132 in Concrete followed the ceremony.
   Goeringer was born Sept. 11, 1927 in Ferndale, and 
passed away June 19 in Bellingham.

man left in a Camaro. He was contacted 
and—wait for it—advised to “practice his 
boxing skills elsewhere.”
June 17
   A resident on Hamilton Cemetery 
Rd. near Lyman became upset with the 
neighbor’s dogs. She drove over and 
yelled at the dog owner, then peeled out, 
sending gravel toward the man’s yard. 
The man just wanted this information 
documented.
   SCSO Deputies assisted Fish and 
Wildlife officers on Pinelli Rd. near 
Hamilton. An elk was shot out of season; 
two persons were detained. Deputies often 
assist WDFW and will continue as more 
seasons open up.
   A property line dispute turned into 
a shoving match on Cape Horn Dr. in 
Cape Horn. One man was showing 
some property to another and a dispute 
erupted over who owned what. One man 

was shoved after yelling at some kids. 
Deputies responded to sort out the issue 
and things calmed down. No arrests were 
made, but plenty of yelling occurred.  
   A citizen reported seeing two young 
boys start a fire near Silo Park in 
Concrete. The boys stomped it out, 
mostly, and ran away as deputies, the 
Concrete Fire Dept., and a school staff 
member arrived. The boys admitted what 
they’d done, were brought “downtown,” 
and were released to their upset parents a 
short time later. Sgt. Kading is speaking 
to the prosecutor about possible charges.
June 18
   SCSO Deputies responded to a Cedar 
Court residence in Hamilton, where the 
landlord was removing a gate that the 
tenant claimed was his. The tenant felt it 
was a good idea to stand in front of the 

said, “The first ride I went on last year, 
the West Coast ride, we actually repainted 
a woman’s home, about a dozen of us, 
over the course of an afternoon. And that 
had such an impact on me, her reaction 
to seeing her house painted. It’s pretty 
easy to see when somebody’s grateful for 
the work you’ve done, even though it’s 
simply painting a house.”
   The amazing and dedicated riders 
will stay overnight at Marblemount 
Community Hall the evening of Aug. 7. 
There may be a community event to hear 
their adventure stories and the mission of 
Fuller Center Bicycle Adventure. You are 
invited to meet them at their first rest stop 
in Concrete on Aug. 8 at 6:30 a.m.
   Follow the bicyclists’ blog each day 
of the ride at http://fullercenter.org/
blogs/bikeadventure. Or contact me at 
360.853.8585 for information about the 
Fuller Center Bicycle Adventure riders’ 
visit to Concrete.

Tom Ross is pastor of Mount Baker 
Presbyterian Church in Concrete.



landlord’s pickup as it left. The tenant 
was seen by medics, but also arrested 
for disorderly conduct. It’s dangerous to 
impede vehicular traffic no matter how 
much you like your gate.  
   SCSO deputies assisted firefighters 
at a trailer fire and explosion on North 
Shore Dr. in Cape Horn. It appeared an 
Airstream trailer was a total loss; luckily, 
no one was home. If you’re reading this, 
Ralph, please call someone and let them 
know you’re OK.
   A deputy responded to a domestic 
disturbance on Railroad Ave. in Rockport. 
The female involved in the verbal dispute 
had several warrants. The jail was still 
unable to accept her for booking. She was 
released with a warning to try and keep 
the peace. No one was booked into jail.
June 20

   Two brothers on Cedar Flats Lane in 
Lyman got into a heated argument. Both 
had been drinking. Deputies spoke to both 
and determined it was a verbal argument 
only; no one was arrested. It appears their 
single-wide trailer isn’t big enough for 
two men and all that beer. Something had 
to give.    
   A man tried to steal an item from 
Concrete Liquor Store. The clerk was able 
to retrieve the item and obtain a license 
plate on the suspect’s Ford Explorer. 
Deputies will contact the man about 
possible charges. 
   A deputy assisted fire departments at a 
structure fire on Sauk City Rd. between 
Concrete and Rockport. The Rockport, 
Concrete, and Grasmere Fire Departments 
responded; however, it appears the 
A-frame structure was a total loss. No one 
was injured.
June 24

   SCSO deputies finally caught one of 
their most wanted suspected thieves. 
The 20-year-old male from Cedar Grove 
has eluded deputies both on foot and in 
vehicles for months. The East Detachment 
sergeant and a deputy went to his 
residence and he fled again. This time 
the sergeant gave chase and called for 
the K-9 unit to respond. After searching 
for more than an hour, the suspect broke 
into a residence and hid in a closet. The 
K-9 officer shouted very loud commands 
to come out or “the dog will find you.” 
The dog found the man and bit him. After 
being treated for dog bites, he was booked 
into jail on several felonies, including a 
new charge of breaking into the home in 
which he had hidden. This young man had 
several opportunities to turn himself in, 
but elected to take his chances with the 
K-9 unit.

—Compiled by Sgt. Chris Kading
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Business directoryBookkeeping
UpRiver Bookkeeping Services
360.853.7667 or 360.708.9761
upriver21@hotmail.com
Reasonable rates
Payroll services to full-charge bookkeeping

Bookstores/Coffee houses
Mountain Loop Books and Coffee, llc
Gently used books, affordable prices.
Zoka coffee and tea; where friends gather.
Mon. – Sat., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
1085 Darrington St., Darrington
360.630.7673  //  tgobroski@hotmail.com

Brew pubs
Birdsview Brewing Co.
Fresh micro beer brewed on our premises
Great food! Family friendly!
Open Tuesdays through Sundays
38302 SR 20, Birdsview  //  360.826.3406
www.birdsviewbrewingcompany.com

Consignment Shops
New 2 You
Resale clothing and accessories
50/50 split paid as in-store credit
Wed. to Sat., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
44942 State Route 20, Concrete
360.853.5911

Construction
Don Payne’s Backhoe Services
Extensive experience, reasonable rates
Trenching for electrical and plumbing lines, 
site preparation, road- and lot-clearing
360.853.7838 / 770.0178 / #PAYNE*066BC
dpaynes2001@yahoo.com

Donald K. Moore Construction
Dump truck / Sand / Gravel / Topsoil
Complete excavation and lots, to acreage
cleared / log loads, underground utilities avail.
Licensed, bonded, and insured
360.853.8525 / Reg. #DONALKMO15KE

Liquor Stores
Concrete Liquor Store & Convenience Store
45895 Main Street, Concrete // 360.853.7149
Monday thru Saturday 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Sundays Noon to 5 p.m.
Gifts, Rocks, Tobacco, Cigars, and much more!

Lodging
Ovenell’s Heritage Inn/Double O Ranch
Fully equipped log cabins; AAA; 580-acre 
cattle ranch; all-natural, grain-fed beef;
special events; getaways; local discounts; and 
wildlife! See our views of Mount Baker!
360.853.8494 / www.ovenells-inn.com

Restaurants
Cascade Burgers
45292 State Route 20, Concrete
Featuring great burgers, fries, and milkshakes 
in a 1950s, family-style atmosphere!
OPEN DAILY: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Ask about our daily specials!  360.853.7580

Perks Espresso & Deli
Full breakfast, espresso, sub sandwiches, 
drive-thru and take-out. Find us on Facebook.
M–F, 5 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sa.– Su. 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
44586 SR 20, Concrete
360.853.9006

The Washington Cafe and Bakery
Fresh salmon, fish-and-chips; prime rib on Fri. 
nights. Donate to Concrete Theatre here!
Summer hours: Thur. – Mon., 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
45938 Main St., Concrete // 360.853.7723
washingtongrillnbakery@gmail.com

Drain Cleaning
Sconce Home Service, Darrington
*Drain cleaning & root removal
24-hr. emergency response.
*Home repair/renovate. *Home/Apts. maint. 
Annual, monthly arrangmnts; on-call w/rentals.
(home) 360.436.2141 or (cell) 253.343.4762

Gifts
All Valley Storage & Gifts
31687 SR 20, Ste. 102, Lyman/Sedro-Woolley
Our prices can’t be beat! Beanpod candles, 
home/garden items, decorating ideas, more!
360.826.6001 / allvalleystorageinc@live.com
Online: www.allvalleystorageinc.com

Matty’s on Main
45905 Main Street, Concrete
UNIQUE & ANTIQUE / JEWELRY & PAWN
Fall Special: 20% off!
NEW INVENTORY WEEKLY
360.333.8851

Hair salons
Hair Fitness
Complete family hair care, specializing in:
PERMS / COLOR & CUTS / WAXING
More than 25 years’ experience!
Call Kathy Monrad and Becki Hoover for appt
360.853.8684

Insurance
Farmers Insurance
Notary Public
45905 Main Street, Concrete
CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOW RATES!!
PLEASE CALL FOR QUOTE
360.333.8851

To add your business to this directory, call 360.853.8213 
or e-mail ads@concrete-herald.com

RV Repair
Goldner RV Repair, Concrete
Mobile RV Maintenance & Repair
LP gas systems, water, heating systems,
AC/DC electrical
360.826.3303  //  rvrepair@frontier.com

Self-storage
Concrete Self-storage
Located on Fir Street, Concrete
Heated and nonheated, security surveillance, 
coded entry, 4x5 to 15x32 units, locks for sale. 
Customer service is our top priority!
360.853.8100/concreteselfstorageinc@live.com

Septic Services
Cinema Septic
Inspection, troubleshooting and pumping
Serving all of Skagit County
Fred West, owner. 360.466.8753  
fred@cinemaseptic.com
www.cinemaseptic.com

Towing services
Dave’s Towing 360.853.7433, Concrete, WA
Cash for clunkers, towing and extractions, 
abandoned vehicle removal, lockouts, fuel 
delivery. Credit cards and insurance accepted. 
Discounts for locals.
360.853.7433 or 360.770.6705

Sheriff’s Blotter, cont. from p. 31
Day Creek Firefighters

Garage Sale
Day Creek Fire Hall

July 19, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
July 20, 8 a.m. to noon

Donation drop-off July 13
360.826.3003
360.826.3581

Not advertising in 
Concrete Herald is like 
winking in the dark*

*You’re the only one who knows 
what you’re doing.

Call 360.853.8213 today to be 
seen in Concrete Herald, the Voice 

of the Upper Skagit Valley.

Election, cont. from p. 17

add much-needed emergency services 
and allow our young people to raise their 
families here, sharing our small-town 
values.

What is Sedro-Woolley’s greatest 
challenge in the next 5 to 10 years?
   The greatest challenge will be managing 
the growth that is sure to come. Balancing 
the need for growth with the needs of our 
families and schools, and attracting the 
types of growth that will enhance our day-
to-day living experiences.

What element within Sedro-Woolley 
has the greatest potential for 
success?
   Our downtown core is the heart of this 
city. We have all the elements needed 
to become a destination, whether to 
businesses looking for a better lifestyle or 
for tourism, we have the people, the
natural beauty, the skill level to become, 
once again, a very vibrant city.

Describe Sedro-Woolley 25 and 50 
years from now, assuming your 
involvement as an elected official.
   I see a vibrant city with the same look 
that we have now, just with storefronts 
that are filled with everything from family 
and home items, to boutiques, one-of-a-
kinds made by our artist community. I see 
visitors strolling our streets and music in 
our town square. I see multi-generational 
families sharing time together in our 
downtown, which has become a gathering
place, because we have generated jobs to 
allow our citizens to stay here.

Germaine Kornegay
Employment:
   Owner/operator, 
Animal House Pet 
Grooming.

Education:
   B.A. in Human 
Services, minor in 
Psychology, Western 
Washington University, 
2012.

Other experience:
   Wrote a resolution that changed a state 
law, eliminating marital rape in the third 
degree (HB 1108).

Why are you the best choice for the 
Ward 2 position?
   I have already been enjoying doing the 
work for our community that I would be 

Kornegay

doing as an elected councilwoman. I have 
always loved serving my community, 
not just because I am running for office. 
With collaborative connections as far as 
statewide, advocating on behalf of Sedro-
Woolley would simply continue. My 
positive energy gives me the enthusiasm 
that Sedro-Woolley needs. My character 
is genuine and ethical. I deeply value 
openness, as well as public participation 
within our municipality.

What is Sedro-Woolley’s greatest 
challenge in the next 5 to 10 years?
   This answer is as simple as a single 
word: BUSINESS! We’re at the point 
where almost any business will do and 
that is a scary place to be. We can and 
should satisfy both our business needs 
and community values, preserving our 
rich, unique history. Impact fees have 
damaged our commerce. Now that they 
were lowered on May 8, let’s pursue those 
businesses again and get them through the 
process on friendlier terms. Let’s get that 
second grocery store here!

What element within Sedro-Woolley 
has the greatest potential for 
success?
   We are the potential, every one of us, 
every demographic. Our average age in 
Sedro-Woolley is only 33 (below state 
average). Now is the time to build jobs 
of the future for their children. There are 
already booming aerospace industries 
here and we have a skilled workforce in 
Sedro-Woolley to support them, as well as 
technology and healthcare. Let’s continue 
to give them the tools and create more so 
that families continue to stay in Sedro-
Woolley for multiple generations like my 
family.

Describe Sedro-Woolley 25 and 50 
years from now, assuming your 
involvement as an elected official.
   Due to available grants, downtown 
development will have attracted long-
standing businesses that are able to pay 
a living wage; the space above is filled 
with tenants and offices. There will be 
more parks that are easily accessible for 
young families. The children I see today 
will continue to have access to vocational 
programs of their future. A few more 
police officers in the community so that 
officers are not overworked. Finally, a 
local government that will be open and 
transparent.

Editor’s note: Ward 2 candidate Julian 
Pavesi did not submit a response.

the Sedro-Woolley and Concrete chambers 
of commerce worked aggressively with 
EDASC and WSDOT to create a similar 
“We’re Still Open” campaign, one that 
kicked into gear every fall and winter. 
What might be the costs associated with 
keeping SR 20 plowed open during the 
winter? These are just two questions I 
have out of the starting gate.
   This is not to say progress hasn’t 
been made in recent years. A flurry of 
wintertime attractions in the Upper Valley 
have gained a foothold. Sauk City blogger 
Grace Popoff worked with WSDOT to 
have mileage signs added last year to 
existing signs in Sedro-Woolley and 
Burlington, letting motorists know that the 
pass was closed east of Newhalem, that 
businesses west of that point were still 
open.
   For me, one of the biggest takeaways 
from the bridge collapse is the diverse, 
coordinated efforts put forth by EDASC, 
the Mount Vernon and Burlington 
Chambers, and businesses from those and 
other cities to get the word out—quickly 
and effectively—that they were still open 
for business.
   We’re still open too.

—J. K. M.

Editor, cont. from p. 2

EMPLOYMENT
   Reporter. Concrete Herald seeks a competent 
writer to deliver Concrete mayoral race articles 
in 2013 and to cover Concrete town government 
on a monthly basis if Concrete Herald Publisher 
Jason Miller is elected mayor beginning January 
2014. All articles will be compensated. Interested 
persons should send resume and letter of 
interest to editor@concrete-herald.com. For more 
information on this position, call 360.853.8213 
between July 23–31.

   Trainee position, entry level. Good pay for 
energetic person willing to learn the tow truck 
service trade. Background and drug screening. 
Must have WA State drivers license with good 
driving record. Apply by phone, Dave’s Towing, 
360.853.7433.

Woolley Fiber Quilters
“Blast of Bubbles” Quilt Show winners 

Category: Large
1st Susanne Robertson, Mt. Vernon
 “Dragon Patch I” (see photo, p. 20)
2nd Sharyn Erickson, Mount Vernon
 “Multi Starburst”
3rd Norma Cook, Sedro-Woolley
 “Happy Hauntings”

Category: Small
1st Patty Christison, Sedro-Woolley
 “Basket of Hydrangeas”
2nd Patty Christison, Sedro-Woolley
 “Just A Little Baltimore”
3rd Patty Christison, Sedro-Woolley
 “The Smith House”

Category: Youth
1st Sophia Martin, age 7, Mount Vernon
 “Flutterbug”
2nd Orion Otero, age 9, Mount Vernon
 “Monopoly”
3rd Katie Swanson, age 17, Lyman
 “Yes, Spencer, you can make a quilt 
 out of flannel”

Category: Theme
1st Eleanor Reid, Lyman
 “Susan’s Dresden Garden”
2nd Suzanne Robertson, Mount Vernon
 “Cam’s Circles”
3rd Teri Peth, Mount Vernon
 “Best Wishes”

Category: Challenge
1st Bobi Kelley, Sedro-Woolley         
 “Cascade Cupcake”
2nd Jan Sager, Mount Vernon
 “Farm Fresh”
3rd Sharyn Erickson, Mount Vernon
 “Chicken Soup”

Category: Miniature
1st Chris Weems, Mount Vernon
 “Itty Bitty Primitive”

2nd Barbara Eades, Sedro-Woolley
 “Autumn on the Mountain Loop 
 Highway”
3rd Sylvia Miles, Sedro-Woolley
 “Miniature Log Cabin” (made by 
 Pracilla Harrington, owned by 
 Sylvia Miles)

Category: Other
1st Leilani Morrison, Mount Vernon
 “Dress – Child’s”
2nd Nancy Green, Sedro-Woolley
 “The Patchwork Girl of OZ” (dress)
3rd Beth Miller, Sedro-Woolley
 “Autumn Splendor/Table Runner”

Celebrity judges’ choices
   Oliver-Hammer staff: “Savanna” by Bonita 
Yeager.
   Allelujah Business Services: “Henhouse 
Retreat” book by Sharyn Erickson.
   2013 Raffle quilt was won by Clay Learned 
of Sedro-Woolley. His ticket was randomly 
selected by Jenna Celestine, 11 years old, of 
Camano Island.

—Submitted by Judy Johnson

The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley

Read



Take the confusion out of 
drip irrigation systems
   A drip irrigation workshop will be 
offered by WSU Snohomish County 
Extension on Thur., July 11, at 1 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. The workshop will be held 
at the extension’s South Everett site in 

McCollum Park, 600 128th St. SE.
   Cost is $20 or $25 for two people, and 
includes a reference handout. To register, 
call Karie Christensen at 425.357.6039 
or download the brochure at http://
snohomish.wsu.edu/garden/workshops/
dripirrigation2013.pdf.

—J. K. M.
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Kristina Collins

Garden Patch
By Gladys Silrus

   Summer is finally here, and it’s a 
great time to add a water feature to your 
landscape.
   A word of advice from someone who 
has two ponds: Make sure you have a 
good filter system. It’s hard to keep the 
water clean of algae when the weather 
starts to get warm.
   Blue herons and raccoons are a big 
problem, so I invested in a dog electric 
fence for the raccoons and netting for the 
heron. Other than that there is nothing 
more relaxing than the sound of running 
water.
   If you can’t afford a big pond, a small 
whiskey barrel or some other kind of 
water feature on your porch is nice too.
   Proper plant balance will help to keep 
your pond water clean. If the pond is in 
full sun, 50 to 70 percent of its surface 
must be covered with foliage such as 
floating heart, water hyacinth, water 
poppy, water lily, or lotus. Underwater 
grasses are essential to maintain water 
clarity as they use the oxygen in the water, 
which helps prevent algae.
   It’s time to fertilize all water lilies and 
lotus once a month to keep the plants 
blooming throughout the season. Be 
careful with fertilizers if you have fish in 
your pond. If you have fish, it’s time to 
switch from spring fish food to summer 
fish food if the water temperature has risen 
above 70 degrees. At higher temperatures, 
fish need a diet higher in protein, which 
summer food contains.

Pest controls
   Various pest problems can occur in 
July: If needed, set up Japanese beetle 
traps away from the garden. Crawling 
insects such as cockroaches, ants, 
slugs, silverfish, earwigs, fleas, spiders, 
millipedes, centipedes, and carpet beetles 

can be controlled with diatomaceous 
earth. Now is the time to control aphids, 
lace bugs, fall webworm, spider mites, 
and other boring bugs.
   Continue to control weeds and grasses 
in patios and walks. Spray roses with 
Ortho Rose spray or Dragon rose Spray to 
keep black spot and other problems under 
control. An organic alternative to this is 
sulfur powder; mix with water and apply 
with a handheld pressure sprayer.
   Use compost tea to keep pest and fungi 
under control. Fruit trees should be on a 
regular spray program. Keep up on the 
slugs and snails.

Fruit and vegetable garden
   Fertilize fruits and vegetables as needed 
with a good quality, slow-release food 
such as Osmocote or a compost mulch. 
Stake tomato plants and keep blight at bay 
by removing excessive foliage for good 
air circulation. Ward off blossom end 
rot by supplementing with calcium and 
watering consistently.
   Now is a good time to start fall 
vegetables such as broccoli, cabbage, 
cauliflower, and Brussels sprouts.

July tips
   Water deeply and well. Weed after a 
good rain; they come out easier and with 
more of the root.
   Continue to plant container-grown trees, 
shrubs, perennial herbs, and perennial 
flowers. Use caution as the weather gets 
hotter; they are more likely to suffer 
heat stress and perhaps die out. Plant 
on an overcast or drizzly day. Keep 
deadheading; make it part of your daily 
routine.
   Happy gardening!

Got a gardening question? Send it 
to Gladys for an answer! Call her at 
360.826.4848, or write to her at gsilrus@
frontier.com or 42002 Pine St., Concrete, 
WA 98237.

Noxious weeds 
affect us all
By Bill Rogers

   Some people think if a plant doesn’t 
grow in a row, it’s a weed. That might 
be true, but when a weed is deemed 
“noxious” by the State Noxious Weed 
Board, it takes on a new meaning.
   The State Weed Board is made up of 
scientists, botanists, farmers, and others 
who determine what weeds get that 
stepped-up classification. These weeds are 
listed on a yearly “Noxious Weed List,” 
which is then approved and passed by the 
state legislature.
   The weeds on the list are typically 
non-native, have no natural predators 
(insects, other competing plants, weather 
conditions), are particularly aggressive 
and interfere with crop yields, or are 
poisonous or dangerous to public health.
   Some of the weeds include knotweed, 
thistle, tansy ragwort, and poison 
hemlock. You can visit the State Weed 
Board’s Web site at www.nwcb.wa.gov 
and scroll through the photos to see if you 
have any of them.
   A couple years ago, a man in 
Bellingham made a “salad” and included 
poison hemlock out of his garden. He 
thought it was turnips. He was wrong. He 
survived, but it was a good thing he had 
friends who recognized he wasn’t himself 
as he arrived at the group’s barbecue, and 
quickly took him to the emergency room 
for medical help.
   There are some noxious weeds out there 
that can cause other problems. Some are 
poisonous, but giant hogweed, if handled 
incorrectly, can give you severe burns and 
blisters that also can send you to the ER. 
If you accidentally get the sap on your 
skin and move into sunlight, a reaction 
occurs, resulting in blistering and scarring 
that may persist for years. In Germany this 
plant has become a real nuisance: In 2003 
it claimed 16,000 victims.
   Some noxious weeds, like knotweed, 
are extremely invasive and difficult to 
eradicate. Often referred to as “false 

bamboo,” knotweed starts growing in May 
in Skagit County. By June it is about 12 
feet tall. It out-competes native plants, has 
an extensive root system, and is difficult 
to eradicate without proper knowledge 
and correct herbicide applications.
   Tansy ragwort can cause liver damage 
to any animal that eats it, such as cows, 
horses, and browsing deer. Years ago 
a woman was seen on Whidbey Island 
picking it along the roadside. She was 
going to make some homemade tea with 
it. Fortunately she was informed about the 
danger before brewing it.
   Some people think some noxious weeds 
are pretty. This makes the weeds even 
more of a nuisance, because people pick 
such flowers on a trip or vacation and 
bring them back home. Many years ago, 
a woman in Rockport brought back some 
orange hawkweed flowers from Eastern 
Washington and planted them in her yard.  
Years later I am still finding the “pretty” 
orange flowers as far as five miles away 
from where she used to live.
   Purple loosestrife, a highly invasive 
noxious weed, has showy, bright purple 
flowers and produces thousands of seeds 
each year. I often see this in ponds where 
people unwittingly thought the plants were 
pretty, but called me when they got out of 
control. A small infestation can become a 
huge problem within a few years, making 
eradication difficult and expensive.
   The Revised Code of Washington 
(RCWs) states, “It is the duty of all owners 
of land to control their noxious weeds.”  
Control generally means removing the 
plants and parts capable of producing seeds.
   Some weeds, such as thistles, can be 
controlled through mowing. Others, like 
giant hogweed, require more. All flowers 
and seeds should be removed, bagged, and 
disposed of in the garbage. It has a seed 
life of 70 years or more.
   Through education and an awareness of 
the importance of noxious weed control, 
everyone can benefit. People need to know 
about noxious weeds and the importance 
of eliminating them.

Bill Rogers is Noxious Weed Coordinator 
for Skagit County.

side of the bridge.
   All oversized or overweight trucks must 
exit and use the current detour route.
   “Roughly 99 percent of the car and truck 
traffic will be able to cross the I-5 bridge 
again,” said WSDOT Secretary Lynn 
Peterson after the reopening.
   Crews worked through the weekend 
leading up to the opening to jack the 
second span into place and install all of 
the bridge deck. Crews then installed 
expansion joints, barriers, new signs, and 
road striping.
   WSDOT has announced that Max J. 
Kuney Construction of Spokane has been 
awarded the $6.87 million contract to 
build the permanent fix for the bridge. 
That contractor began work the week of 
the reopening and is expected to have the 
finished section ready for installation after 
the Labor Day weekend and before Oct 1. 
Installation of the new span could require 
a full closure of I-5 for up to two weeks.
   A portion of a bridge on I-5 collapsed 
into the Skagit River near Mount Vernon 
on May 23, after a semi-truck struck 
critical steel supports. The vital corridor 
carries an average of 71,000 vehicles each 
day and is the only north-south interstate 
in Washington.

Community Action of Skagit 
County presented with 
Advocacy Organization of the 
Year award
   On June 11 the Washington Low Income 
Housing Alliance presented its Advocacy 
Organization of the Year award to 
Community Action of Skagit County.
    Earlier this year, the Housing and 
Essential Needs (HEN) program faced 
possible elimination. HEN provides 
modest housing for individuals who are 
temporarily unable to work, but do not 
qualify for any financial assistance. Since 
2011, HEN has prevented hundreds of 
Skagitonians from becoming homeless, 
and ended homelessness for dozens who 
had been living on the street or in their 
vehicles.
   In January, Jen Milton and Melissa 
Vogt from Community Action travelled 
to Olympia to testify at a legislative work 
session in support of HEN.  In April 
the Housing Alliance found out that the 
proposed budget that had just cleared the 
Senate floor was going to be heard that 
same day. Testimony was again needed to 
prevent drastic cuts to the program. Milton 
and Kate Stragis headed to Olympia 
armed with client stories to demonstrate 
the impact of the program.
   Community Action helps nearly one in 
four Skagit County residents get through 
a period of crisis and move toward lasting 
self-sufficiency each year.

Quilt museum completes 
restoration
   The La Conner Quilt & Textile Museum 
celebrated the end of a years-long effort in 
June with a party that lasted three days.
   The museum recently completed a 
seven-year, $450,000 restoration of the 
historic 1891 Gaches Mansion, in which 
the museum is housed.
   The museum was free and open to the 
public for the duration of the three-day 
celebration, which drew together the 
contractors and donors who helped make 
the project a reality.
   The renovation included extensive 
work on the mansion’s interior and 
exterior. The project was bankrolled with 
two Washington State Heritage Capital 
Projects Funds 2:1 matching grants 
administered by the Washington State 
Historical Society totaling $150,000, and 
an $80,000 grant from the M. J. Murdock 
Charitable Trust. An additional $220,000 
in cash and in-kind contributions was 
raised by a group of donors, volunteers, 
and community groups.

Cherry sampling day!
July 13, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  //  WSU WA Research and Extension Center, 16650 SR 536, Mt. Vernon

Free to WWFRF members; $15 / single; $30 / family

Skagit County
Temporary span reopens I-5 
Skagit River crossing
   Both directions of the Skagit River 
bridge at I-5 opened to traffic at 6 a.m. 
on June 19, after temporary spans were 
placed and the bridge deck was paved.
   Gov. Jay Inslee toured the site the day 
before. “We’ve asked a lot from WSDOT, 
the contractor, and their subcontractors, 
and they delivered,” he said. “We’re now 
in the final stretch of safely reopening 
the bridge and restoring access for those 
visiting and doing business in Skagit 
County.”
   With the temporary bridge comes a 
temporary change to the speed limit, and 
load limits for freight haulers.
   Each direction of the temporary span 
has been reduced from two 12-foot lanes 
with 3-foot shoulders, to two 11-foot lanes 
with 1-foot shoulders.
   The speed limit has been reduced 
from 60 to 40 mph between the College 
Way and State Route 20 interchanges, a 
distance of roughly a half-mile on each 

Gov. Jay Inslee speaks during a ceremony marking the opening of a temporary I-5 bridge over 
the Skagit River June 19. Photo by Pola Kelley.

Community Action of Skagit County won the 
Advocacy Organization of the Year award from 
the Washington Low Income Housing Alliance 
on June 11. Shown from left are Community 
Action representatives Melissa Vogt; Kate 
Stragis; Jen Milton, Community Resource 
Center; and Melissa Self, housing manager. 
Submitted photo.

La Conner Quilt & Textile Museum 
celebrated its seven-year, $450,000 restoration 
of the 1891 Gaches Mansion with a three-day 
celebration in June. Submitted photo.

La Conner



www.concrete-herald.com

Smile
July 2013  •  Concrete Herald  •  37www.concrete-herald.com36  •  Concrete Herald  •  July 2013

Dwelleyisms
Wit from former 

Concrete Herald editor 
Charles M. Dwelley

   “Leave it to a G.I. to think of the angles. 
Recently they dug up an old law that 
says a soldier can resign from the army 
if he buys his uniform. High hopes of 
mass resignation died when it was found 
that FDR had thoughtfully had the law 
repealed.”

—April 9, 1953

   “It’s a shuddering fact: A large number 
of people in this country are afraid that 
there will be peace soon! The hope that 
our boys might be saved from dying in 
Korean mud is secondary. The thought 
of these warped individuals is only to 
preserve their jobs at all costs. As we have 
often said, we have the wrong people on 
the front lines.”
   “Charlie Chaplin has decided that he 
will remain in Europe, rather than return 
to the country which has been ‘unkind’ to 
him. The loss will not be so great as he 
imagines. In late years the pathetic little 
comic has been giving us little but a bad 
odor.”
   “There is no issue at stake in the world 
today that couldn’t be settled with ‘yes’ or 
‘no.’ The big trouble is finding someone 
to say the one word and sit down before 
adding ‘maybe.’”

—April 16, 1953

   “Censorship is fought with the ‘people’s 
right to know’ as its principal weapon. 
Actually, censorship is made unnecessary 
by the ‘people’s right not to give a 
damn.’”
   “Wet weather? Match it with a warped 
smile.”

—April 23, 1953

   “Ever notice that people who hate to 
leave a community always have a lot of 
neighbors who hate to see them go? And 
those who feel that a community has been 
good to them have been pretty good in 
return.”
   “There never has been any really 
popular way of making a living besides 
the wide variety of effort called ‘work.’”

—April 30, 1953

Across
1. Credit or tarot follower
5. Dash
8. Bladder, e.g.
11. Organic compound
12. People person, briefly
14. Fodder holder
15. Takes his leave of a lady
18. Nigerian language
19. City in Italy
20. Adult insect
21. Big Bertha’s birthplace
22. Lhasa’s land
23. Raillery
25. Best seller
26. ___-cochere (carriage 
entrance)
27. Krypton, e.g.
28. Group of poems
32. TV castaway
36. ___ brat
37. College in Ashland (abbr.)
38. ___-made
39. “Come again?”
40. Rears
42. Birthplace of Little Richard
45. Tracks

46. Caribbean cruise stop
47. Units of work
48. Protestant denom.
51. Place to find pennies?
54. European language
55. Dead to the world
56. Consequently
57. Home improvement network
58. Rather than
59. Dated oath

Down
1. 27, to 3
2. University in Pakistan
3. Make over
4. “___ Boot”
5. More high-spirited
6. Mischievous
7. Sleep-disturbing legume?
8. ___ of Vicksburg
9. Apportion
10. Mil. rank
12. French commune
13. ___ Columbia
14. Q-Tip
16. Urges onward
17. Give off, as light

21. Admittance
23. 1922 Physics Nobelist
24. Jack-in-the-pulpit, e.g.
25. Pilgrim’s journey
26. School org.
27. African antelope
28. Decorative jugs
29. Hymn of praise: var.
30. Cutlass, e.g.
31. Arch
33. Salt shaker?
34. Joyful exclamation
35. Threat ender
39. Bindle bearer
40. French existentialist
41. Cheap
42. Native New Zealander
43. Dilettantish
44. Adorable
45. Allude
48. Floater
49. Chlorella, e.g.
50. Slog
51. Twin, e.g.
52. Undivided
53. ___ bit

Sudoku
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down, and each small 9-box square contains all of the numbers 
from one to nine.

*Solutions to both puzzles are on p. 39.

Crossword: “All’s well that ends well”

Funny as Facebook
   The following funnies were pulled verbatim from Facebook status updates in June.
• “First day of summer vacation and it’s a monsoon outside, so: One child is trying to get a 

kill in [Call of Duty] in 30 seconds or less by only using his feet. One is making a 50-gallon 
drum of chili for a snack. Another is figuring out cat genetics with regard to coloration. The 
littlest one is in her brother’s room yelling ‘FUS RO DAH’ at something—I am assuming 
that it’s the pile of stinky gym clothes they brought home for the first time this semester. 
Happy summer vacation, everyone!”

• “I hate people who, when you offer them cake, they’re like, ‘what kind?’ It’s cake, 
dagnabbit! Who cares what kind? It’s cake! Cake!”

• “The baby in the car next to me is either unable to control his arms or he’s throwing me 
gang signs. I’m not taking any chances; I’m locking the doors.”

• “I am out of Popsicles. Now what do I do for breakfast in the morning?”
• “Note to self: Make sure automatic doors are actually open before trying to leave store. I 

think the Rite-Aid store in Woolley has my face print permanently embedded in the door.”
• “Finally yard work is done. Dog poop delivered back to the neighbors, birds are happy 

with fresh water and food, hummingbird feeders have fresh sugar water in them, finch 
sacks refilled ... I’m thinking that I am going to claim all these birds on my taxes next year 
as dependents ... I think it might work!”

• “I’m thinking I might have another baby and maybe try in September ... Come on, women 
... who is down to be prego with me?”

• “If you want to stimulate yourself and feel alive again, I suggest tearing into your washing 
machine and unplugging the pump. Then plug it in again and tell yourself, ‘Self, I can 
reach around that bundle of wires and hook the pump back up.’ Ha! Not with big, clumsy 
fingers! My nipples are still like rocks! My hair is growing again. And I can throw away 
the Viagra—although my fingers are numb and I am cross-eyed. Also, make sure there’s 
water covering the floor and thank goodness for spellcheck!”

Public Service Announcement By Stig Kristensen

Concrete Harold By Joyce HarrisArrrrr, that hurt!
   A pirate walks into a bar and the 
bartender says, “Hey, I haven’t seen 
you in a while. You look terrible! What 
happened?”
   “What do you mean?” the pirate replies, 
“I’m fine.”
   The bartender says, “But what about 
that wooden leg? You didn’t have that 
before.”
   “Well,” says the pirate, “we were in a 
battle at sea and a cannon ball hit my leg, 
but the surgeon fixed me up, and I’m fine.”
   “Yeah,” says the bartender, “But what 
about that hook? Last time I saw you, you 
had both hands!”
   “Well,” says the pirate, “we were in 
another battle and we boarded the enemy 
ship. I was in a sword fight and my hand 
was cut off, but the surgeon fixed me up 
with this hook, and I feel great! Really!”
   “Oh,” says the bartender. “Well, then, 
what about that eye patch? Last time you 
were in here you had both eyes.”
   “Well,” says the pirate, “One day when 
we were at sea, some birds were flying 
over the ship. I looked up, and one of 
them pooped in my eye.”
   “So?” replied the bartender. “You 
couldn’t have lost an eye just from some 
bird poop!”
   “Well,” says the pirate, “I really wasn’t 
used to the hook yet.”

There are fundamentally two ways to get honey.
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Editor’s note: This is a monthly serialized 
story by award-winning author and 
playwright Nicola Pearson of Sauk City. 
Future installments will appear on this 
page each month during 2013 until the 
story is complete.

   “Callum!” Suleka hissed. Lange crossed 
the room in three steps. She tipped her 
head forward, pointed her index finger 
across her left breast, and muttered 
through the side of her mouth, “Martin 
French just skipped out that way.”
   Lange looked down the counter toward 
the door. He didn’t want to leave the 
young rangers to confer now that they 
knew his mission, but experience told him 
it was better to go after the one on the 
run. “Okay, find out how they felt about 
Haddock—” he told Suleka, nodding 
toward the young women by the passport 
stamping station, “—and ask where they 
were last night.”
   “Can do,” she muttered, then 
straightened up a little further, strutting 
the importance of her task.
   Lange didn’t notice. He punched open 
the door that French had used for his 
exit and stormed through it. He never 
wondered how he was going to give chase 
to someone he didn’t know by sight; he 
just had to look for the one running.
   But apparently this time he was wrong. 
For almost as soon as Lange got to the 
open conference area on the other side of 
the door, he heard a calm voice ask, “Are 
you looking for me?”
   Lange’s head spun first to the work 
stations on his left, then into an office on 
his right. When he didn’t see anybody, he 
hustled around the conference table and 
looked into an office on the opposite wall. 
There he found a man, standing with his 
back to the door. A man who appeared to 
be staring out a window at the mountains 
in the distance, one hand in his pants 
pocket, the other wrapped around a small 
paper cup.
   “Are you Martin French?”
   “I am.”
   He turned around, and Lange saw a man 
who looked a little like a bassett hound, 
with his wrinkled skin and soulful brown 
eyes, yet French met the ex-detective’s 
gaze without shame.
   “I thought you skipped out on us.”
   French chuckled. “I wouldn’t have stood 
a chance. Your legs are way longer than 
mine. Plus I’ve really no need to run. You 

want some water?”
   “Is that what you’re drinking?”
   French nodded. “Didn’t want to dry up 
when you questioned me.”
   Lange observed the little man some more; 
was he telling him something about his 
anxiety level with that remark? Maybe not, 
because there seemed to be a complete 
peace about him, suggesting he was either 
very cool under pressure or he really had 
nothing to hide. “Sure, I’ll take some.”
   The ranger walked past Lange back out 
into the conference area, pulled another 
Dixie cup out of a dispenser, and filled it 
at the water cooler. Lange surreptitiously 
examined the back of French’s pants, from 
the knees down, then glanced around the 
walls of the office. There was nothing 
personal on them, making him wonder 
who worked in here as he listened to the 
water glug glug the vacuum out of its 
mass. French came back into the office 
and handed the water to Lange.
   “Thank you.” Lange looked down at 
the clear, cold liquid and decided not to 
beat around the bush. “Why don’t you tell 
me about your relationship with Dinah 
Haddock,” he said.
   “I was her boss.”
   “That’s all?”
   “Uh huh.”
   Callum Lange pushed his thick, white 
hair off his forehead and turned his blue 
eyes, like interrogation lights, full on 
Martin French. “Yet you went to see her at 
her house late last night.”
   French held his breath for just a second, 
enough that Lange noticed, but he never 
broke eye contact with the detective. “I 
did. Yes.”
   “Because you had a work-related matter 
to discuss with her?”
   “Because I wanted to try and talk to her 
about this silly sexual harassment thing.”
   “Silly?”
   “I said she looked cute in her uniform 
one day. For that she’s going to file a 
complaint against me?”
   Lange just nodded. “And last night you 
two talked about it?”
   “No. Last night she left me begging on 
the front porch while she stood, where I 
could see her through the window, talking 
on the telephone in a way that implied 
she was calling the police,” blurted 
French. Then his whole upper body made 
a definite move down, as if he’d been 
holding his breath up tight to his throat 
while he said what he said, and now he 
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could release it. His voice became soft 
again. “It was probably just as well the 
door was between us because I felt like 
doing something I’d regret.”
   “And did you?”
   “Did I what?”
   “Do something you regret?’
   “Oh, you mean did I kill her?” Lange 
didn’t answer; he watched the ranger’s 
physique remain completely at ease, as 
if unbothered by the question. “I’m a 
Buddhist, Mr. Lange. Or maybe I should 
say I’m an aspiring Buddhist, because 
I don’t actually think I’m good enough 
to call myself a Buddhist, but I do try to 
live by the philosophy of ‘do no harm.’ 
And through my meditation practice I’ve 
learned to let the negative wash past me 
so I won’t get sucked in.” French looked 
away, reflecting as he sipped some water, 
then turned his soulful brown eyes back 
on Lange. “I will admit that Ms. Haddock 
could undermine that ability in me, but no, 
I didn’t kill her.”
   “Did she end up letting you in?”
   “Huh uh. No. I could see by the way 
she was watching me out of the side of 
her eyes that she was just daring me to 
make a mistake, so I walked away.” He 
threw back the last of his water, crumpled 
the paper cup, and moved around Lange 
to throw it in a bin next to the desk in 
the office. “Dinah was like a spider, 
weaving elaborate webs for her various 
prey, but strangely enough I didn’t get the 
impression she was actually planning to 
trap anyone in those webs. It was more 
like she was goading us to throttle her 
with them.” He swung around to face 
Lange again. “That’s probably a poor 
choice of words, isn’t it?”
   “Throttle?” Lange shrugged, not 
wanting to reveal information about the 
murder.
   French grimaced. “See, and that in 
itself galls me. That she could make me 
think like that.” He propped his buttocks 
on the edge of the desk and crossed his 
legs at the ankles. Lange looked down 
at French’s pants once more. Now he 
could see the mark. When he looked up, 
the ranger was staring at him. “But that 
doesn’t mean I would ever have acted on 
those thoughts and tried to hurt her. And it 
certainly doesn’t mean I wanted her dead. 
Whoever did this is missing the point.”
   “Which is?”
   “That Dinah Haddock was in more pain 
alive than she is dead. But the pain for the 
murderer has only just begun.”
   Lange had seen too many cold-eyed 
murderers to agree with French’s 
statement, but he did know what he 
meant. And with a victim like Haddock, 
who could twist the knife so mercilessly 

in others, Lange could imagine that 
someone would lose it with her and then 
live to regret it. But Haddock’s murder 
had every sign of having been planned, 
which would suggest a killer cool enough 
not to be plagued with remorse. He tossed 
back his water and threw the paper cup 
in the bin. “Do you have another uniform 
here at the compound?” he asked.
   The ranger walked around the desk. “I 
think I might have one, yes.” He pulled 
open a drawer and held up a neatly folded 
uniform. “Here,” he announced, then 
dropped the uniform on the desk in front 
of Lange. “You can borrow it if you like, 
but I’m pretty sure my pants won’t be 
long enough for you.”
   “No, no.” Lange shook his head. “I 
don’t want that uniform. I want the pants 
you’re wearing.”
   French tugged at the loose, cotton fabric 
on one of the legs. “But these are the same 
length,” he argued.
   The room had an unnatural, false air feel 
to it, despite being up against a rain forest 
steeped in photosynthesis, and Lange had 
a sudden urge to bolt. “We need the pants 
to help us with our inquiries.”
   “Really?” Now French looked down at 
his regulation pants. “They’re not trained 
to answer questions, you know.”
   Lange ignored the humor. “They were 
the ones you were wearing yesterday 
evening, am I right?”
   “Well I was wearing them on my way 
home from work, yes, because I wore this 
uniform yesterday, but I wasn’t wearing 
them when I went to Haddock’s place, if 
that’s what you’re implying.”
   Now Lange looked at French with 
renewed interest. If he could lie so 
unflinchingly, maybe the rest of his calm 
demeanor was just an act. “You were seen, 
Mr. French.”
   “I might have been seen but I wasn’t 
seen in my uniform,” insisted French.
   “The neighbor who was setting off 
fireworks at 10:30 looked across and saw 
the dark green pants and shirt under the 
porch light.”
   “Ah.” French gave a self-satisfied smile. 
“Maybe we should have started with what 
time was I at Haddock’s house? I wasn’t 
there at 10:30. I was there at 8.”
   Lange paused. “Can you prove that?”
French thought for a moment. “When I 
got to the end of her driveway to leave, at 
exactly 8:06—I know because I looked 
at the clock on my dash, wondering how 
long it had taken for Dinah’s little act 
to humiliate me into leaving—I had to 
wait for Katie Schmitt to cross in front of 
me before I could pull out. She lives on 
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Classifieds
MOVIES & EVENTS AT THE

HISTORIC CONCRETE THEATRE
WEEKEND MOVIE SCHEDULE:
Fri., 7:30 p.m.; Sat., 5 and 7:30 p.m.; 
Sun., 4 p.m.  TICKETS:
$7 general admission, $9 balcony, 
$6 over 65/under 12
24-hour MovieLine: 360.941.0403
www.concrete-theatre.com

EMPLOYMENT
   Public Works Maintenance Worker. Town of 
Concrete is accepting applications for the part-time 
position of Public Works Maintenance Worker. The 
successful applicant must be able to perform a 
variety of skilled and unskilled maintenance work. 
Assist in the maintenance, repair, installation and/
or testing of water, sewer lines and stormwater 
systems. Mow and maintain parks and open 
spaces. Assist in the seeding, fertilizing, top 
dressing, soil conditioning, watering and pest and 
weed control in the town’s parks and open spaces. 
The applicant must be able to operate tractors, 
mowers, jackhammers, trucks, steam cleaners, 
snow removal equipment and other equipment 
as needed. The applicant will need to be able 
to perform minor semi-skilled interior building 

maintenance and repairs such as painting, floor 
covering, plumbing, and carpentry, mechanical and 
other unskilled and semi skilled work.  All duties 
are performed under the supervision of the Public 
Works Director. The applicant must be flexible with 
the part time hours associated with this position 
and available for work beginning September 3, 
2013. Applicant must have a valid Washington State 
driver’s license and at least a Class B Commercial 
Drivers License.  
   Complete job description is available at the 
Concrete Town Hall.
   Applications, resumes and letters of interest 
should be submitted no later than 12:00 PM, 
Friday, July 26, 2013 to Mayor Judd Wilson, 
Town of Concrete, P.O. Box 39, and 45672 Main 
Street, Concrete, Washington, 98237. For more 
information, contact the Concrete Town Hall at 
(360) 853-8401 or visit the Town’s website at www.
townofconcrete.com.
   Town of Concrete is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer.
   Published in Concrete Herald, July 2013.

MUSIC LESSONS
Piano/organ lessons. Music is fun and healthy for 
you! All ages. (W.S.M.T.A.) 360.856.4938.

NOTICES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing 
will be held by the Concrete Town Council in the Town 

Hall, 45672 Main Street, on July 22, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. 
or as soon as possible thereafter.
   The purpose of the public hearing is to gather 
input from the public on medical cannabis collective 
gardens and to establish findings of fact regarding the 
establishment of local regulations or extension of the 
moratorium currently in place, in relation to medical 
cannabis collective gardens, as well as to take into 
consideration new laws that will come into effect in 
December 2013 with the approval of initiative I-502 by 
Washington State voters. 
   Comments must be submitted no later than 
Wednesday, July 17, 2013, at 12:00 p.m. to P.O. Box 
39, Concrete, WA 98237, or in person at 45672 Main 
Street, Concrete, WA 98237. Comments may also be 
given by attending the above-mentioned meeting.
   Concrete Town Hall is handicap accessible.  
Arrangements to reasonably accommodate special 
needs, including handicap accessibility, hearing 
impaired, or an interpreter, will be made upon receiving 
twenty-four (24) hour advance notice. Contact Andrea 
Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer at 360-853-8401.
   Published in the July issue of Concrete Herald.

SERVICES
Eagles In Flight Motorcycle Sales and Service / Sissy 
Bar. 360.853.7000.
Gladys’ Upholstery Shop. Quality work, reasonable 
prices. 360.826.4848.
Headstones. Traditional & One-Of-A-Kind. 
TODD’S MONUMENTS, 360.708.0403.
www.toddsmonuments.com.
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Shadow Creek Project, Freddy James
Rockin’ 88’s, Ragged Edge, and Brent 
Offerings echoed through the normally
quiet woodland community of Whitehorse 
from the site of the old mill at Fortson.
   The event was sponsored by Darrington 
Hardware, Darrington IGA, Gold Nugget 
Jewelry and Loan, Burger Barn, Hometown 
Bakery, Uptown Auto Repair, The Cutting 
Edge Salon, Redtop Tavern, Dr. Nels 
Rasmussen, Mountain Loop Books and 
Coffee, Office Depot, and Site Services.
   The event was only possible due to the 
tireless effort of our many volunteers, with 
special thanks to George Dalton; Chris 
Rigney; Sandi, Harrison, and Rion Tucker; 
Paul Jelvik; Joe Day; Tracy Osborn; Nels 
and Martha Rasmussen; the hardworking 
staff of WMG; and most of all, Mom and 
Dad, who not only taught me the value of 
community pride, compassion, and hard 
work, but once again exemplified it.
   Thanks to you all, family, friends, and 
community, for the warmth and sunny
spirit you brought on that cloudy after-
noon in the woods.

Farmer John, president/director
Whitehorse Musicians Guild

Harmony Ranch Road and was out for a 
walk with her dog. She looked me right in 
the eye and waved.”
   Damn, thought Lange.
   “Do you still need my pants?” asked 
French. His calm now had a breezy edge 
to it.
   “Where were you at 10:30?”
   “Watching the fireworks display at the 
high school in Concrete. I can give you 
the names of the people I stood next to. 
Even spoke to.” More like a cocky edge.
   “Then who was in a ranger uniform at 
Haddock’s place at 10:30?”
   Martin French placed his fingertips on 
top of the desk in front of him and leaned 
forward. “Who indeed?” he said.

Letters, cont. from p. 2

FOR SALE
Free Double Wide Mobile Home. 1969, Pretty 
good condition, U-haul. Must be moved by Aug. 1. 
Location: Swede Heaven Rd. Call Tom or Roselie 
360.436.0686.

LOST AND FOUND
Two big dogs found June 24 at Hwy. 20 and Moen 
Rd. One Great Pyrenees, one Great Pyrenees/
German Shepherd mix (likely). Call to identify and 
claim—or provide food donations! 360.853.7186.
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