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Jerry Evans salutes the ashes of his father, former 
scoutmaster Roy Evans, after tossing them to the wind 
at Park Butte Lookout Sept. 9. Standing next to Evans 
is his grandson, Joseph Peterson, 11. Evans’ friend and 
fellow former Boy Scout, Tom Blackwood, plays “Taps” 
on his bugle. In 1932, Roy Evans packed in all the 
materials to build the lookout.

         n a misty morning in September, Jerry Evans paused 
at the stairs leading to Park Butte Lookout and let the 
memories flow. At 69, Evans moves slower than he did as 
a Boy Scout, when he and countless others hiked to the 
lookout with his father, former scoutmaster Roy Evans.
   Several of Jerry’s colleagues—most of them former Boy 
Scouts influenced and molded by the elder Evans—already 
were at the lookout, waiting for Jerry to arrive with his 
precious cargo: Roy Evans’ ashes.
   Roy died in 2005. He was 96 years old. He left behind 
a trail of changed lives from the Nisqually Valley to 
Sedro-Woolley and Concrete, and from the Olympic 
Peninsula to San de Fuca on Whidbey Island. Jerry recently 
finished Roy’s memoirs, which he titled The Keeper of 
the Memories. A copy is available at Concrete Heritage 

A lookout and a legacy

See Evans, p. 23
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   On Aug. 17, SPC Samuel G. Torset 
of Sedro-Woolley was recognized by 
General David Petraeus (U.S. Army Ret.), 
former commander of the 101st Airborne 
Division (Air Assault) and current director 
of the CIA, for his achievement of 100 
percent Soldier of the Year of the 101st 
Airborne Division at Fort Campbell, Ky.
   Torset received a plaque commending 

his “exemplary performance” in a number 
of areas, including physical fitness, 
weapons qualification, drill and ceremony, 
gear inspection, combat lane challenge, 
and general military subjects.
   Torset was promoted to Sergeant 
Sept. 1. He will travel to Washington, 
D.C., in October for recognition of his 
achievement by the Association of the 
United States Army.
  Sgt. Torset is a graduate of Sedro-
Woolley High School and is the son of 
Lynn and Carol Torset of Sedro-Woolley.

Editor’s note: News of loved ones 
serving in the U.S. military can be sent to 
editor@concrete-herald.com. For more 
information, call 360.853.8213.

From the editor
Upper Valley seniors unite!
   Area seniors now have had more than one warning shot fired across their bow. Skagit 
County officials’ perception is that seniors aren’t using the Concrete Center enough. 
That’s why hours get cut. That’s why they have conversations with the Upper Skagit 
Library. Did those officials handle the situation poorly? Yes. But now that’s water under 
the bridge, and it’s time for our seniors to organize and tackle the situation at hand.
   Commissioner Sharon Dillon’s idea for a visioning committee is a good one. That 
group should sit down and start figuring out how to bring hard numbers to the table. 
Dozens of seniors need to show up at the center every day, not just when the center is 
threatened. Log in to create a number trail. Don’t like the meals? Show up when they’re 
not being served. Want something to change or be added? Let the committee know.
   Perception is reality, and if our area seniors want to secure the future of their center, 
they’ll need to make a plan for changing county officials’ perception of the center, then 
play it. Quickly. Because the next shot might not be a warning.

—J. K. M.
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Opinion

Letters policy
Letters of 200 words or fewer may be e-mailed 
to letters@concrete-herald.com or sent to 
Concrete Herald, P.O. Box 682, Concrete, WA 
98237. Writers must include their name and town 
or community for publication, plus a daytime 
telephone number for confirmation purposes. 
Concrete Herald reserves the right to edit letters 
for length, clarity, accuracy, spelling, grammar, 
and potentially libelous statements. So be nice.

Letters to the editor
Freedom to marry
   Next month we will vote on the issue of 
giving the freedom to marry to lesbians, 
gays, bisexuals, and transgender people. 
My son, along with an estimated 1 in 10 
people, will be personally affected by the 
outcome of the Referendum 74 vote. I 
believe that domestic partnership is not 
sufficient because it does not give all the 
legal rights that marriage does.
   I highly recommend that you go to 
YouTube.com and search for the video 
titled “San Diego Mayor Stands Up For 
Marriage Equality.” It was uploaded 
to YouTube by NoOnProp8dotcom on 
Aug. 19, 2008, and discusses San Diego 
Mayor Jerry Sanders’ personal journey 
to becoming a supporter of marriage 
equality. The video is very touching.
   When the voting pamphlet arrives, I ask 
that you read the Referendum 74 portion 
carefully. If you are for the freedom 
to marry, or if you don’t have a strong 
feeling either way but have no objection 
to freedom to marry, please Approve 
Referendum 74.

Sally Pfeifer
Concrete

Kudos to town painters
   A very big thank-you to John Boggs, 
Bill Sullivan, Robert McWilliams, Adolph 
Nieshe, and Jim Hillman for the great job 
of cleaning and painting the American 
Legion Building and the other businesses 
and buildings on Main Street. You 
coordinated the colors, pressure washed, 
and did repairs where necessary. What a 
great contribution to the building owners 
and town! We very much appreciate you 
fine men for many hours of hard work. 
Job well done! Thank you!

Tara Pfaff 
Concrete American Legion Post #132

www.concrete-herald.com
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How to stain a fence all by yourself
   Ever wonder how long it takes to put 
a coat of stain on the entire community 
garden fence in Concrete? Just ask Jodi 
Powell of Cedar Grove. She logged 32 
volunteer hours in August and September, 
working with the great weather we had 
to finish not only the community garden 
fence, but the Town Center sign fence—
both sides.
   Thank you, Jodi. Your efforts are 
significant, meaningful, and very much 
appreciated.

Jason Miller, co-manager
Angele Cupples Community Garden

Cpl. Samuel Torset (in black beret, recently promoted to Sgt.) raises a pistol with his 
colleague, Sgt. Andrew Lee, during an Aug. 17 ceremony honoring Torset as the 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault) Soldier of the Year for 2012. At Torset’s left is CIA Director 
David Petraeus and Maj. Gen. James C. McConville, commanding general of the 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault). Photo courtesy of Fort Campbell.

Additions & Corrections
   Winners of the Cascade Days Duck 
Race were not included in the September 
issue: 1st place ($100) went to Jason 
Schmidt, 2nd place ($75) was awarded 
to Louise Ketchum, and Linda Smith 
captured 3rd place ($50).
   On the Darrington page of the 
September issue, Marlene Ross’ 
Web site was incorrect. It is www.
wakongiantalaskanmalamutes.com.

Town of Concrete 
seeks support letters
   Town of Concrete is seeking letters of 
support to include with a grant application 
for its proposed new Public Safety 
building.
   Letters may be written by community 
members or public safety enforcement 
agencies, and should include an 
explanation of why the writer or 
organization supports the new facility.
   The proposed building would be 
located between the Superior Building 
and the community garden on Main St. 
in Concrete, on the site of the old tennis 

courts, which the town currently is using 
to stockpile road-repair materials, gravel, 
and street debris.
   The town’s current public safety 
building is in a “deteriorating state” 
according to the town, and also is not 
capable of housing the town’s current 
emergency response equipment. The 
current building’s location within the dam 
inundation zone also is cited as a reason to 
build a new structure.
   Anyone interested in writing a letter of 
support is asked to send their letter to:
   Town of Concrete
   Attn: Public Safety Building
   P.O. Box 39
   Concrete, WA 98237

Continue the cycle
Please recycle
this newspaper

Jobs. 

Education. 

Accountability. 

Stop the Waste! 

I work in transportation as a school bus driver, I see first hand the impact of  

foreclosures and job loss in our communities. The cuts to education, and public 
services have a devastating effect on our children's future. 

As a citizen I have traveled many times to our Capitol testifying before  

committees and speaking to our elected officials, asking them to close   

tax loop holes for banks and corporations.     

                      Fully Fund Education    

            Access to affordable Healthcare   

                     Protect Public Services 

Let me be your voice in Olympia. 

It can’t be business as usual. 

          Not this time around! 

Government should stop trying to balance the budget on the backs of our  

seniors and our most vulnerable. Stop the cuts to our senior services. 

         Leave our Medicare and Social Security alone! 

          Our seniors and veterans built this country. 

                         They deserve our respect. 

www.electlindawright@gmail.com 

Web site electlindawright.com 

Paid for by committee to elect Linda Wright 

9217-132nd St NE . Arlington WA. 98223 
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Council summary
   Concrete Town Council met for regular 
meetings Sept. 10 and 24. A Budget 
Workshop preceded the Sept. 24 regular 
meeting. Following are summaries 
of those meetings and the workshop. 
Complete minutes for every council 
meeting are posted on the town’s Web site 
at www.townofconcrete.com/cminutes.php.

Sept. 10 regular meeting
• Mayor Wilson reported he had spoken 

with Michelle Mazzola regarding 
writing the grant for the public safety 
building. He stated she has completed 
a letter of intent and will begin 
working on writing a grant through 
the Community Development Block 
Grant program. He also reported that 
her contract will need to be extended 
in October.

• Ordinance No. 697 was approved. 
The ordinance reduces the 
membership of the Historic 
Preservation and Landmarks 
Commission (HPLC) from nine 
members to seven, while still 
adhering to the requirement of the 
state for professional members on the 
commission.

• Local artist and former independent 
contractor Robert McWilliams was 
appointed to the HPLC.

• The Model Building in Concrete 
Town Center was discussed. The 
building will go to tax foreclosure and 
public auction on Dec. 7. Discussion 
included whether the town wanted 
to foreclose on its current sewer lien 
against this property. With either 
option—if the building is sold at tax 
auction or if the town forecloses on 
the sewer lien—the town will still not 
collect on the utilities that are owed. 
It was the consensus of the council 
not to foreclose on the sewer lien 
and to allow the building to go to tax 
foreclosure auction.

• The burned residence at 45501 Main 
St. was discussed. Mayor Wilson 
reported he had spoken with Terry 
Blake at Columbia Bank regarding 
the amount owed by Miechelle 
Herrera on this property. Mayor 
Wilson reported around $4,700 is still 
owed to the bank, as well as back 
taxes. Mayor Wilson reported he also 
had spoken to Herrera, who said she 
would be willing to quit claim the 

This Sept. 28 photo shows a portion of Main St. in Concrete near the post office torn up 
as crews progress westward toward Superior Ave. Reconstruction of this section of Main 
St. began Sept. 17, with a planned completion date of sometime during the week of Oct. 1.

Library, Concrete Center will 
stay where they are—for now
By Jason Miller

See Council, p. 38
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For State Senator  
39th District, Republican

Paid for by Kirk Pearson for State Senate

A STRONG voice for the North Cascades

Honest, Trusted, Respected Leadership

Road construction to continue 
into October
   September found two major road 
projects under way in Concrete.

Main Street reconstruction
   A complete reconstruction of Main 
St. from Cupples Alley to Superior Ave. 
began Sept. 17, with a planned finish date 
of sometime during the week of Oct. 1.
   A three-week detour began Sept. 24 
and is scheduled to run through Oct. 
12. During the detour period, only local 
residents who live along the construction 
zone will be allowed access to Main St. 
between Cupples Alley and Superior Ave. 
When the detour is not in effect, flagged 
traffic through Main St. will be permitted; 
however, delays should be expected. 
Local residents who do not live along the 
construction zone are encouraged to use 
alternate routes.
   The western portion of the post office 
parking lot will be affected by the 
construction. Look for a closure of the 
west driveway access to and from Main 
St. across from C Ave. The remaining two 
access points to the post office will be 
unaffected.
   There will be no parking along Main St. 
within the construction area.
   The Main St. reconstruction project 
elements include asphalt paving, curb and 
gutter, concrete sidewalk, grass planting 
strip, gravel parking, paint striping, 
enclosed storm drainage facilities, and a 

block wall. Work also will upgrade and 
replace portions of existing water main 
lines along Main St. between A Ave. 
and Superior Ave., and install hydrant 
assemblies and valves.
  The Main Street reconstruction project 
is funded in part by a TIB grant for 
$963,410. The total cost of the project is 
estimated at $1,014,747, leaving the town 
to pay $51,337.

Burpee Hill Rd. repairs
   A permanent repair to the area of Burpee 
Hill Rd. that subsided in January 2011 
began Sept. 24 and is expected to last until 
approximately Nov. 2.
   A three-week road closure will be in 
place from Oct. 1–19. While the road 
closure is in place, no traffic will be 
allowed through Burpee Hill Rd. from the 
intersection of Limestone and Superior 
Ave. to the town limits on Burpee Hill Rd. 
When the detour is not in effect, flagged 
traffic through Burpee Hill Rd. will be 
permitted; delays should be expected.
   Proposed repairs to the problem area 
include erosion control, excavation 
of slide-prone material and roadway 
subgrade, installation of an underground 
drainage system, placement of quarry 
spall, installation of geotextile fabric and 
Spiralnails for slope stabilization, and 
asphalt pavement repair and striping.

—J. K. M.

Eleanor Walters 
 Principled 

 Experienced 

 Ready to 
  Lead! 

“There's too much bickering on both sides. I will use my 
managerial skills together with my expertise in mediation 
and listen first, then do what's right for the 39th District. 
That's just common sense.” - Eleanor Walters 

Vote  
Eleanor Walters! 

www.eleanorwalters.com 
eleanor@eleanorwalters.com 

It's time for common sense in Olympia 

At a glance:
Library conversation

What: An open, community conver-
 sation to discuss library 
 programs, services, and its 
 future.
When: Thur., Oct. 25, 5–7 p.m.
Where: Concrete Theatre
 Concrete Town Center
Bring: Ideas, comments, questions 
 about the Upper Skagit Library.

   After some messy misunderstandings, 
county officials announced Sept. 21 that 
the two county-run entities won’t trade 
places anytime in the foreseeable future.
   County officials first met with concerned 
area seniors Aug. 2, when word got out 
that the county had been discussing with 
the Upper Skagit Library board the idea 
of possibly changing the way its Resource 
Center and Concrete Center (formerly 
Concrete Senior Center) buildings were 
used. Could the library move into the current 
Concrete Center, and could the seniors be 
accommodated in the current library facility 
after it was renovated to add more individual 
rooms?
   At the Aug. 2 meeting, county officials 
learned what the seniors thought of that 
idea: very little. Concrete senior Evalyn 
Goeringer drew applause when she said, 
“Why not build on to the existing library 
building for the library? Let them do their 
own thing and quit messing with us.”
   County Administrator Tim Holloran 
apologized repeatedly for not bringing area 
seniors into the conversation sooner, but also 
stated that the county’s talks with the library 
were simply and only that: talk. He added 
that the library board was concerned about 
the seniors, that they had asked early on, 
“What about the seniors?”
   Concrete Town Councilmember Jack 
Mears weighed in on the issue, saying, “My 
fair and unbiased opinion is that the seniors 

are getting screwed. Let the library find their 
own location. This is the senior center for 
the east county, and I don’t believe any of 
you should try to change it.”

A challenging cycle
   County officials recently cut the Concrete 
Center’s operating hours, citing lack of 
facility usage as the reason. Manager Sara 
Pritchard’s hours also were trimmed at that 
time. The decision was an unwelcome one 
for area seniors who use the facility.
   At the Aug. 2 meeting, County 
Commissioner Sharon Dillon said the threat 
of cutting hours caused the Sedro-Woolley 
senior center’s usage hours to quadruple. 
“If you can prove to me that extended hours 
are justified, we’ll talk about expanding the 
hours. The object is to get people to come,” 
said Dillon.
   “If we had been given the opportunity to 
respond before you cut the hours, it might 
have been a different story,” said audience 
member Erma Baude. “But you didn’t give 
us that opportunity; you just cut the hours.”
   County officials waded into another 
crowded room during a follow-up meeting 
on Sept. 21. This time their message was 
more palatable for area seniors.
   “Skagit County is not actively pursuing 
any kind of move, any kind of changing 
buildings, any kind of anything,” said 
Dillon. But she left the door open for future 
decisions, saying, “If something changes in 
the future, anything is possible.”
   Dillon encouraged the meeting attendees 
to form a visioning committee that would 
discuss the challenges facing Concrete 
Center, such as meals and transportation 
issues.

—J. K. M.

Ghost Walk returns 
for 7th year
   This year’s Concrete Ghost Walk brings 
back the spooky every Saturday night in 
October, delivering an experience that’s 
“partly historical, sometimes hysterical, 
and usually more than a little bit creepy,” 
according to organizers.
   Walks will begin at Concrete Theatre at 
6 p.m. on Oct. 6, 13, 20, and 27. 
   During the walk, participants will learn 
about the characters and events that have 
shaped Concrete, hear from local residents 
(living and otherwise), and enjoy a tour 
along the haunts of Main Street. Walkers 
should come prepared for October 
weather, wear sturdy shoes, and bring a 
flashlight if desired, as the tour includes at 
least one dark alley and a 45-minute walk.
   This year, the Ghost Walk has its own 
book. A new novel has been released by 
Mount Vernon author Peter Randolph 
Keim titled, Hollow Threat: The Curse 
of the Ghost Walk. The novel features the 
town of Concrete and its past and present 
inhabitants. Copies of the book will be 
available for purchase for $10 each at 
Concrete Theatre.
   The event is limited to those over the 
age of 13; minors need to be accompanied 

by an adult. Organizers ask that babies 
and pets be left at home.
   Tickets are $10 each and are available 
online at www.concrete-wa.com. For 
more information, contact Concrete 
Ghost Walk leader Valerie Stafford at 
concreteghostwalk@mac.com.

Art Auction to raise 
funds for theater
   Pacific Northwest artists are rallying 
behind Concrete Theatre’s “Donate 
to Digital” campaign. To further help 
generate funds for the effort, an Art Show 
and Auction will be held at the theater on 
Fri., Oct. 19 at 7 p.m.
   More than 40 pieces of original art 
will be on display and for sale, including 
sculpture, paintings, pottery, photography, 
textile, and glass works. The event will 
include creations from Concrete’s own 
Rick Williams, a 7th-generation Ditidaht 
carver; and Chuck Poupart, a Native 
American stone carver who lives in 
Marblemount.
   Tickets are $15 in advance; purchase 
them at www.concrete-theatre.com. For 
more information, call 206.409.8075 or 
e-mail sipfeifer@gmail.com.



State Senator
Legislative District 39

Kirk Pearson (R)
Residence:
Monroe
Opponent:
Scott Olson
In his words:
   “In Olympia I’m 
known as a legislator 
who cares for those I 
serve. This statement is 
reflected by the legislation I have
sponsored, such as trying to create trans-
parency in order to reduce the price on 
prescription drugs, lowering the interest 
rate on our credit cards so our citizens 
are not bound by endless debt, and most 
importantly, my work on public safety 
issues concerning increased notification 
for sex offenders, and stronger domestic 
violence and DUI laws.”
Contact:
   www.kirkpearson.com
   kirk@kirkpearson.com  

Scott Olson (D)
Residence:
Monroe
Opponent:
Kirk Pearson
In his words:
   “Olympia has 
failed us. Our elected 
officials are unwilling 
or unable to provide the leadership we 
need. It’s time for a new direction, new 
leadership. Leadership that knows the 
benefits of democracy rise up, they don’t 
trickle down. New leadership that stands 
up for people struggling to secure a better 
future for themselves and their families. 
Leadership that won’t be beholden to 
special interests. We must do better. Vote 
for me, Scott Olson, and together we can 
do better.”
Contact:
   www.whyscott.org
   Facebook: Olson Senate Campaign  

Skagit County
Commissioner #1

Ron Wesen
Residence:
Bow
Opponent:
Nick Petrish
In his words:
   “I have decided to 
run for reelection. As 
a leader, I’m known as 

In her words:
   “As I’ve visited over 
6,000 homes around 
our district, voters 
have said their top 
concerns are for jobs, 
strong schools, and 
fiscal responsibility 
for a balanced State 
budget. Lowering small business taxes 
and decreasing regulations will encourage 
job creation. Eliminating bureaucracy 
will allow teachers to teach and parents to 
choose the best schools for their children. 
In the legislature, I’ll work to prioritize 
spending to fulfill our state Constitutional 
priorities of public safety, education, and 
caring for the most vulnerable.”
Contact:
   www.elizabeth4state.com
   425.343.5586
   14751 N. Kelsey St., Ste. 105–386
   Monroe, WA 98272

Eleanor Walters (D)
Residence:
Monroe
Opponent:
Elizabeth Scott
In her words:
   “We continue to 
face a budget crisis. 
No state has ever 
simply cut its way to 
prosperity, and we can’t afford new taxes.
That’s a tough position that requires real 
leadership—leadership that I can provide! 
   I know the meaning of hard work. I was 
raised in a rural area, worked on a crab 
boat, and put myself through school. I 
have worked as a jobs program manager, 
an airline supervisor, earned a law degree, 
and am now building a mediation practice.  
I have made a career out of listening to 
different views, then building consensus.   
Those are skills that will serve us well in 
the legislature.”
Contact:
    www.eleanorwalters.com

State Rep. Pos. 1
Legislative District 39

Linda Wright (D)
Residence:
Arlington
Opponent:
Dan Kristiansen
In her words:
   “I am exactly the 
kind of person you 
need in Olympia. As a 
citizen I’ve fought for 
working families facing foreclosures and 

fairer lending practices. I’ve worked with 
others to close bank tax loopholes. As a 
school bus driver, I work with people who 
are stretching their paychecks, making 
choices like buying medicine or putting 
food on their table. Deciding what bills to 
pay and still keep their homes. Let me be 
your voice in Olympia. Let’s restore the 
American dream.”
Contact:
   www.electlindawright.com
   electlindawright@gmail.com

Public Utility District
Commissioner District 2

Mike Newman
Residence:
Mount Vernon
Opponent:
Robbie Robertson
In his words:
   “PUD is a water 
utility and this needs to 
be their primary focus.  
They are owned by the taxpayers of 
Skagit County, and my primary focus will 
to ensure the best possible value for the 
taxpayers of Skagit County. Maintenance 
of existing infrastructure and transparency 
in all of their dealings will be my main 
focus. PUD operates using your money; 
you need to know where it’s being spent.  
Thank you for your support; I will not 
forget who elected me.”
Contact:
   mikepudcom@yahoo.com
   360.708.1419

Robbie Robertson
Residence:
Conway
Opponent:
Mike Newman
In his words:
   “It is a privilege 
and an honor to 
serve as your PUD 
Commissioner, and I 
am hopeful you’ll find that my successes 
and achievements of the past 11 years are 
worthy of your vote. In today’s economic 
hard times I am proud that the policies 
I have championed have allowed Skagit 
PUD to deliver high quality, great tasting 
water without the need for excessive rate 
increases or any reduction in the quality 
and service to ratepayer owners of the 
PUD.”
Contact:
   www.robbie4water.com
   robbier.district2@gmail.com
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Election 2012
With the general election coming Nov. 6, Concrete 
Herald invited several candidates to tell us—in their 
own words—why they think they’re the best choice.

U.S. Representative
Congressional District 2

Dan Matthews (R)
Residence:
Mukilteo
Opponent:
Rick Larsen
In his words:
   “Career politicians 
have our country 
headed in the wrong 
direction and are not the 
ones who will get things moving again.
As a Veteran and professional pilot, I 
bring the leadership, decision-making, 
and problem-solving abilities needed at 
this critical time—offering the voice of 
an engaged citizen to always honorably 
represent you.

Dan Matthews

   I live locally—unlike my opponent—
who lives in Washington, D.C. With your 
vote, let us change course together—
securing a safe future for citizens of all 
ages.”
Contact:
   www.danmatthewsforcongress.com 
   dan@danmatthewsforcongress.com
   Dan Matthews for Congress, Republican
   P.O. Box 12457 
   Everett, WA 98206-2457   
   425.530.8070

State Rep. Pos. 2
Legislative District 39

Elizabeth Scott (R)
Residence:
Monroe
Opponent:
Eleanor Walters

Elizabeth Scott

Eleanor Walters

Linda Wright

Mike Newman

Robbie Robertson

Kirk Pearson

Scott Olson

someone who listens to all sides and acts 
fairly. I am a 4th generation Skagitonian 
working jointly with my family to run our 
family dairy farm. As commissioner, I’ve 
worked to maintain essential services, 
public health and safety, and protect 
the environment for future generations 
while reducing the cost of government. 
Top issues are sensible spending, quality 
of life, and strengthening our natural 
resource industries.”
Contact:
   www.ronwesen.com
   ron@ronwesen.com

Nick Petrish
Residence:
Anacortes
Opponent:
Ron Wesen
In his words:
   “Create a sustainable 
Skagit County. Grow 
the economy. Protect 
our quality of life. Bring openness, 
transparency, and accountability in local  
government.
   “I’m a leader: Folks know where I stand 
on tough issues and know I speak from 
the heart.
   “Jobs and water are the most important 
issues facing our county. On my Web site, 
I have carefully outlined a plan on how 
we can bring family-wage jobs to Skagit 
County and how to protect the Skagit 
River from being privatized.”
Contact:
   www.nicklovesskagit.org

A complete list of candidates should be 
posted online during October at http://
www.sos.wa.gov/elections/candidates.
aspx.

Ron Wesen

Nick Petrish

You have 
questions?
They have 
answers.

Skagit Citizens Coalition (SCC) will 
hold a series of informal debates for 

county candidates in October.

For more information, see the 
article on p. 16 of this issue.

$10 per person

Featuring a glimpse into the past, a 
tour of historic landmarks, and ghost 
stories told by local residents.  Please 

dress for walking in the weather. 
Ages 13 and above are welcome, but 

minors must be accompanied  
by an adult. 

Tickets & More Information at
www.concrete-wa.com

Meet at the Historic  
Concrete Theatre

45920 Main Street
Concrete WA

Do it forthose  
who love you.

2000 Hospital Drive • Sedro-Woolley WA  98284 • (360) 856-6021 • www.unitedgeneral.org

Early Detection is Your Best Defense 
against breast cancer. A mammogram can find a 
problem long before any symptoms arise. Most 
doctors recommend an annual mammogram for 
women over 40.

Digital Mammography produces sharper 
images, much faster. For many women, this 
means better detection and less time in the exam room.

We’re a Pink Ribbon Facility, part of an elite group of facilities across 
the country that have raised the standard of breast care, providing digital 
mammography exams. We’re proud to be the only certified Pink Ribbon 
Facility in the area.  For more information, please call (360) 856-7244.



   After three weeks of scrimmaging, the 
Lady Lions were eager to test their skills 
against another opponent. They got their 
first opportunity in Winthrop, taking on 
the Mountain Lions of Liberty Bell High 
School. Concrete took down their SR 20 
foe three games to one.
   After failing to notch a single victory 
in their 2011 campaign, this one felt 
exceptionally rewarding.
   “I would say that it was a great start,” 
said senior Frankie Rohweder. “It felt 
good and I am pretty excited for this 
season.”
   Concrete would keep up their winning 
ways during a home stand the next week, 
as they swept aside both Mount Vernon’s 
C squad and Tulalip Heritage in 3–0 
fashion.
   Hitting the road for their next two away 
games, the Lady Lions came up short in 
their first Northwest 1A/2B/1B League 
match against Orcas Island, losing 0–3.  
They traveled next to Bremerton to take 

on Crosspoint Academy, and wound up 
losing a close match 1–3.
   “We played them real close,” said junior 
Samantha Christensen. “We tried hard, but 
just came up short. We’ll get them if we 
play them again this season.”
   Returning home for three matches over 
five days, Concrete fell to potential state 
qualifiers in Darrington and La Conner. 
The Lions put up valiant fights, but were 
unable to overcome their league rivals.
   Seeking to even out their overall record, 
the Lions took out their frustrations on 
Cedar Park Christian–Mountlake Terrace 
at home that weekend. The Concrete 
Lions beat the CPC Lions in straight sets, 
3–0.
   Senior Kylee Warner explained the 
team’s overcoming its four-game skid 
plainly and simply: “Hard work and 
determination.”
   Concrete will need to continue to see 
lots of each as the players move farther 
into the season. There still is much room 

for improvement, especially focusing in 
on the simple details and fundamentals of 
the game. But the Lady Lions are up to 
the task and are just beginning to hit their 
stride.
   Halfway through their season, the Lady 
Lions have an overall record of 4–4 and 
stand at 0–3 in league play. Concrete will 
play three more matches during the first 
four days of October, two of which will 
apply to their league record. The Lions 
hope to notch a few league victories 
before the regular season concludes 
and a League or District Tournament is 
announced.
   Concrete looks to improve over the 
latter half of its season and hopes to make 
a run at the Bi-District Tournament being 
held the first weekend of November. 
Every team still has a chance at the 
playoffs, and the Lady Lions like their 
odds.
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Sports    Coming off their season-opener 
drubbing of Ocosta, the Lions football 
team roared into September, ending the 
month unbeaten in league and nonleague 
play. After the final September game, 
Concrete’s record stood at 2–0 in league 
and 4–1 overall.

September games
   The month opened with a home, 
nonleague game against Liberty Bell on 
Sept. 7 that found Concrete on top 22–0, 
due in large part to the Lions’ defense, 
which held the Liberty Bell offense to 
only 85 yards. “James Luttrell, Dilyn 
Stidman, and Donny Olmstead led the 
defense that day; they did an exceptional 
job,” said Head Coach Ron Rood.
   Sophomore running back Gibson Fichter 
led the rushing attack with 164 yards; 
Luttrell notched 89 yards.
   An unusual nonleague game against La 
Conner on Sept. 14 found Concrete facing 
one of the tougher teams in the state. 
“They chewed up our pass defense pretty 
good,” said Rood of the game, in which 
the Braves threw four touchdown passes, 
capitalized on four Concrete turnovers, 

and handed the Lions a 42–20 loss.
   The Lions traveled to Seattle Lutheran 
Sept. 22, holding the Saints to only 29 
rushing yards and intercepting the ball 
six times. Josh Rogge and Dylan Clark 
each added two interceptions to their 
2012 stats, and Fichter ran for 254 yards, 
breaking Tyler Clark’s single-game 
rushing record. The team racked up 450 
yards on its way to a 34–6 win. “We felt 
our offensive line really dominated the 
game,” said Rood.
   Concrete wrapped up the month by 
stomping Chief Leschi at home, 68–14. 
The young warriors could do little against 
the Lions’ hard-charging offense. After 
building a solid lead, Rood started adding 
freshmen to the lineup to give them some 
time on the grass. “Those kinds of games 
are fun because everyone gets to play 
some varsity and some of them get to 
score touchdowns,” he said.
   Four freshmen scored touchdowns that 
night, and Concrete added another league 
win to its record.
   Concrete will face Bridgeport in its first 
October game, the homecoming match 
on Oct. 5. On Oct. 12, the Lions will 

Concrete freshman Sawyer Scollard sprints down the sideline on a 60-yard touchdown 
run he made in the fourth quarter as the Lions clashed with Chief Leschi Sept. 28. 
Scollard was one of several freshmen players who logged varsity game time that night, 
contributing to a 68–14 Concrete victory.

Lions football unbeaten in league
By Jason Miller

Updated schedules for all Concrete School 
District sports teams are online and 

updated regularly. Go here:
www.concrete.k12.wa.us/sports.html

Senior Melissa Clontz blocks an attempt 
by an opponent during the Lady Lions’ 
match against Tulalip Sept. 13.

Lady Lions taste victory this volleyball season
By Matthew Williams, head coach

Middle school 
volleyballers holding 
their own against 
experienced teams
By Rob Thomas, head coach

   The 2012 middle-school girl’s volleyball 
season began on Sept. 5, with 19 girls 
showing up for the first practice. Six new 
7th graders joined 13 returning 8th graders 
for a series of 12 practices in 14 days to 
get ready for the season opener at Mount 
Vernon Christian School.
   The 8th graders defeated the MVC 
squad in three games, while the 7th 
graders lost a hard-fought match. The 
schedule provided a couple days off 
for practice before both teams hosted 
Darrington, Conway, and La Conner on 
three consecutive days at home. With little 
practice time to address areas that needed 
improvement, Concrete won some games 
but ultimately lost the matches.
   The strength for both teams has been 

their accuracy in serving. While not 
necessarily the most powerful serves, 
they have been getting in the court, which 
provides the team the opportunity to keep 
the ball in play and score. The greatest 
challenge at this point of the season is that 
the girls still do not communicate well 
on the court. Middle school girls have a 
tendency to be too polite when it comes 
to calling for the ball and going for it. 
As such, there have been a few too many 
balls hit the floor.
   Goals for the remainder of the season 
include:

1. More effective communication on the 
court

2. Making the right decisions
3. Executing the right decisions

   Middle school volleyball is ultimately 
about learning the fundamentals and 
establishing a foundation from which to 
build upon in future years. This year’s 
players are doing exactly that, and while 
they are playing against more experienced 

teams, they are doing a good job of 
holding their own.
   With six matches left in the season as 
of Oct. 3, there is a lot of volleyball to 
be played. Seventh graders play first on 
Mondays and Tuesdays (4 p.m.), with the 
8th graders playing second (5 p.m.).  The 
schedule is reversed on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. Come out and support this 
year’s middle school volleyball teams and 
your future high school volleyball stars.

Keighley Mitchell displays perfect setting 
form during the middle school girls’ Sept. 
25 match against Darrington.

   The Lions’ soccer team (0-7 overall, 
0-4 league) saw its share of challenges in 
September.
   Probably the worst setbacks have 
been injuries and ineligibility. With four 
suspected concussions, minor sprains and 
strains, getting the required 10 practices 
to play, and a handful of other incidents, 
the team has played a total of seven 
games, three with a full team of 11 on the 
field and only two of those games with 
a sub. The other four games have been 
played with 10 or fewer on the pitch and 
opposing teams aren’t required to play 
an even number, though most have—and 
used their extras as subs. It’s been a 
challenge to put together a competitive 
game plan and execute it on the field 
because we keep losing players or get 
exhausted or outnumbered.
   Still, the team has done a remarkable 
job of staying positive. We’ve been on 
the wrong side of some pretty lopsided 
scores and the girls keep coming out 
with their chins up and working hard to 
be competitive. We expect to have all 15 
girls eligible and healthy by our match 

on Oct. 9, with half of our league season 
remaining. If they keep working as a 
team, and we can field 11 plus subs, that 
could be just the break we need to turn 
our season around. The teamwork and 
work rate are where they need to be. We 
just need a healthy and complete roster 
and a few more shots to fall our way.

September report
• Sept. 8 vs. Liberty Bell (NL): Lost 

11–0.
• Sept. 13 vs. Friday Harbor: Lost 

12–2; goals by Jessica Filtz (67 feet) 
assisted by Jonnie Rohweder, and 
Jonnie Rohweder (70 feet) unassisted.

• Sept. 15 vs. Mount Vernon Christian 
(NL): Lost 8–2; goals by Chloe 
Stidman (32 feet) unassisted and 
Jessica Filtz (76 feet) from a penalty 
kick.

• Sept. 20 vs. Orcas Island: Lost 4–0; 
defense played phenomenally and 
held a scoreless second half.

• Sept. 22 vs. Crosspoint Academy 
(NL): Lost 14–1; goal by Jessica Filtz 
(11 feet) unassisted.

Lions soccer stays positive 
By Adam Woodworth, head coach

Concrete junior goalie Xyomara Ramos goes up for the block during the soccer team’s 
Sept. 13 match against Friday Harbor. New in the net, Ramos performed admirably, but 
the Lady Lions fell to their opponent that day 12–2.

• Sept. 25 vs. Mount Vernon Christian: 
Lost 9–0; played 8 players against 
11 the full game and defended 
remarkably well. First half score was 
2–0.

• Sept. 27 vs. La Conner: Lost 7–1; 
goal by Jonnie Rohweder (13 feet) 

unassisted. Score at half was 6–1. 
Turned it around in the second half 
and didn’t allow a goal until the 80th 
minute despite numerous attempts. 
Xyomara Ramos had an excellent 
second half in the goal.

host Tacoma Baptist. An away game at 
Darrington falls on Oct. 19, and Concrete 
will travel to Orcas Island for its Oct. 27 
game. On Nov. 1, the Lions will again 

face La Conner. Rood said he hopes for 
a different outcome when the Lions meet 
the Braves during their second matchup.

October schedule:
4 Conway, away, 4 p.m.
9 Orcas Island, away, 2 p.m.
11 Orcas Island, home, 2:45 p.m.
16 Darrington, away, 4 p.m.
22 Mount Vernon Christian, home, 4 p.m.
23 La Conner, away, 4 p.m.

The Voice of Eastern Skagit County
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   Even though the museum’s “open 
season” has ended, you still can make 
an appointment to visit the museum or 
do research in our library year-round. 
Simply call Robin at 360.826.3075 or 
e-mail us at concreteheritagemuseum@
stumpranchonline.com.
   Monthly meetings are held year-round 
on the second Thursday of each month, 
at 7 p.m. at the museum. All meetings are 
open to the public.
   The 7th Annual Concrete Ghost Walk 
will again be held every Saturday in 
October this year, with each walk ending 
at the museum. Cheri Cook-Blodgett will 
put up lights by the back door, adding 
an extra string instead of using carved 
pumpkins. The building will be decorated 
on Oct. 5 at 10 a.m., with a short meeting 
following. Kathy Huntley agreed to once 
again play “Earl.”
   Robin opened the museum for Rebecca 
Pitman from San Francisco, who is 
researching auto accidents. Pitman was 

sent a copy of a 1956 article. Robin also 
gave a tour to a group who were part of 
a logging convention on Aug. 9, hosted 
by the Skagit County Historical Museum. 
They came from all over, including some 
locals and some from Germany and 
Australia. They stayed for two hours and 
took lots of pictures.  
   The Centennial reprint of So They 
Called the Town Concrete is still 
available. The new edition features 
enhanced photographs and a more 
readable font. New cover graphics 
were done by Philip Johnson. Copies 
are available at Albert’s Red Apple 
(at the lottery counter; please pay for 
it there) and the museum. An order 
form also may be printed at our Web 
site: www.stumpranchonline.com/
concreteheritagemuseum.
   WANTED: New Museum Association 
members! Support your local historical 
museum. 

—Dan Royal

C o n c r e t e  H e r i t a g e  M u s e u m  n e w s

Upper Skag it Library
At the

“Let’s Talk Library”
Oct. 25, 5 to 7 p.m.

at the Concrete Theatre
 

 An open community conversation.
Topics for discussion include collections,
services, programs, and the future of the

Upper Skagit Library. Bring your best ideas,
comments, and questions about

the Upper Skagit Library.

Families and children
• Baby & Me Storytime, Fridays, Oct. 

5, 12, 19, 26, 10–10:30 a.m.
• Preschool Storytime, Fridays, Oct. 5, 

12, 19, 26, 11 a.m.–noon
• Monthly Matinée, Sat., Oct. 6, 2–3:30 

p.m., for ages 5–12
• The Dreaming Tree, Wed., Oct. 3, 1–2 

p.m., Darrington Elementary
• “It Came From the Library to the 

Theaters,” Wednesdays in October, 
6 p.m. (a series of movies based on 
books written for teens)

Adults
• Guitar for Parents, Fridays, Oct. 2, 9, 

16, 23, 30, preregistration is required
• Bibliophiles: The Grapes of Wrath by 

John Steinbeck, Wed., Oct. 3, 6:30–8 
p.m.

• Darrington Friends of the Library 
Book Sale, Sat., Oct. 20, 11 a.m.–2 p.m.

• Tapestry: Darrington’s Knitting/
Crocheting/Quilting Group, Oct. 22, 
6 p.m.–8 p.m.

   For more information, go to www.sno-
isle.org?ID=1194.

—Bryan Stratton, branch manager

September at the Darrington Library

Sher Ross posed for a photo before crossing the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, 
Calif. Photo courtesy of Nathan Slabaugh Photography.

Concrete Heritage Museum board members hosted 11 members of the Skagit Reliques 
chapter of The Questers International at the museum Sept. 26. Formed in 1944, The 
Questers’ members are lovers of antiques, collectibles, and history who encourage an 
appreciation for antiques and the preservation and restoration of historic landmarks. The 
organization has more than 13,000 members throughout the U.S. and Canada. For more 
information about the group, go to www.questers1944.org.

Sher’s big bike ride

   Concrete firefighter Dylan Abendroth is 
tougher than you. And don’t even think 
about arguing with me.
   The former Navy aviation electrician 
works for Boeing these days as a lead 
functional test technician. But that’s not 
what makes him tough.
   Abendroth has gotten hooked on 
the Tough Mudder adventure race—a 
misnomer, he says, since it’s a 
noncompetitive event. Abendroth has 
three Tough Mudders under his belt now: 
one in Mesa, Ariz., one in Whistler, B.C., 
and the third he just completed on Sept. 
29, in Black Diamond, Wash.
   Whether it’s competitive or not, it’s 
tough. Each Tough Mudder obstacle 
course is designed by British Special 
Forces. The courses test participants’ 
all-around physical and mental toughness. 
During the 10- to 13-mile course, 
“mudders” face 20 to 35 obstacles.
   We’re not talking about jumping 
through hoops here. Most courses include 
signs that say, “Remember: You signed 
a death waiver.” Runners plunge into icy 
water, crawl under electrically charged 
cables, scramble beneath barbed wire, 
climb walls, and more. Much more.

   “They like to set things on fire and make 
you run through them,” said Abendroth. 
You wait for him to laugh, but he doesn’t.
   Near the middle or end of the course—
when most mudders are starting to 
feel exhausted, a quarter pipe (a.k.a. 
“Everest”) rising upwards of 20 feet in the 
air beckons them: They have to get to the 
top somehow.
   “You have to hit it as hard as you can,” 
said Abendroth. “It’s no easy feat.”
   But this is one obstacle that no one 
faces alone. Participants help each other 
conquer Everest by reaching down and 
pulling them to the top. Abendroth once 
spent 30 minutes in the middle of a “race” 
doing exactly that.
   “That’s part of the reason I do it—there’s 
no competition,” he said. “It’s people help-
ing people get through it, because you 
can’t do it alone, there’s no way.”
   Abendroth won’t do any more Tough 
Mudders this year (three is enough, 
apparently), but he’s already registered for 
one in Scotland in August 2013.
   “It’s kind of addicting. It’s a lot of 
pain—you don’t forget it very quickly,” 
he said.

—J. K. M.

One tough mudder

SAVE CONCRETE THEATRE!
n  Donate at the theater during weekend 

movie times
n  Mail a check payable to Concrete Theatre to: 

Concrete Theatre, P.O. Box 954,  
Concrete, WA 98237

n  Make a credit card or PayPal donation at 
www.concrete-theatre.com

n  Donate at Columbia Bank in Concrete 
(designate check for “Digital Projector Fund”

For more info on ways to help, call 
360.941.0403 or e-mail info@concrete-
theatre.com.

Donate to Digital Campaign!

The movie industry will convert to digital in 2013. 

Concrete Theatre won’t be able to show new  

movies unless it converts to a digital system

--a $50,000 hurdle. Please donate to help 

keep Concrete Theatre alive!

*Advertisement  
paid for by an anonymous donor.

Please support Concrete Herald advertisers!

“His Kids” Fun Nights
Community Bible Church, 45672 Limestone, Concrete

Children ages 5 through 8th grade // separate group for 6th–8th grades
Meets the first and third Sunday of each month, through June 2013

5 to 7 p.m. (dinner at 5 p.m.) // 360.873.4348 or debkayr@hotmail.com

Dylan Abendroth pauses 
before getting muddy at 
a Tough Mudder event in 
Whistler, B.C., in June. 
Submitted photo.

   The average person doesn’t dream of 
riding a bicycle for four weeks, sleeping 
on church floors, and eating simple meals.
   But Sher Ross did—sort of.
   The Acme woman, who is married to 
Mount Baker Presbyterian pastor Tom 
Ross, set off on an adventure this summer, 
pedaling 1,050 miles from Seattle well 
into California.
   The journey—which Ross shared with 
26 other riders—was a fundraiser for 
Fuller Center for Housing, which was 
founded by Millard Fuller, who also 
started Habitat for Humanity. That was 
Ross’ motivation.
   “I think it was a calling,” she said. 
“I said, ‘I’m going to do this ride.’ I 
wouldn’t normally just take a month off 
for something, but it was to help raise 
money for poverty-level housing. I felt the 
Lord wanted me to do it.”
   Ross hadn’t been on a bike in 20 years, 
so she started a training regimen, biking 
from Concrete to Sedro-Woolley every 
Sunday and logging about 1,100 training 
miles before the trip.
   Good thing she trained. Ross turned 
60 on Aug. 8—near the end of the trip—

which began July 13 and ended Aug. 12. 
All of the other cyclists were less than 
half her age. They called her “Aunt Sher” 
because her niece was along for the ride.
   The ride was challenging. With only one 
support van (driven by Tom Ross) towing 
a trailer, the riders couldn’t bring much 
gear. They washed clothes every four 
days. They lived simply. They ate simply. 
They slept on church floors on Thermorest 
mattresses. They pedaled about 75 miles 
each day.
   “I did well, but I wasn’t as prepared as I 
thought I was,” said Ross.
   “We learned what you really need to 
survive, even when you’re working this 
hard. The first night was hard. After 
that, I could have slept anywhere! I was 
super healthy for the whole trip. It was 
amazing.”
   As district librarian for the Mt. Baker 
School District, Ross brought a book and 
her knitting. She ended up reading only 
half the book and mailing her knitting 
home. 
   The ride was one of three held this 
year by Fuller Center for Housing; 
cumulatively, the rides raised almost 

$200,000.
   “It was physically and emotionally the 
most challenging thing I’d ever done,” 
said Ross. But she and Tom plan to join 

the ride again next year, meeting up with 
the cyclists in Idaho and riding with them 
into Marblemount and beyond.

—J. K. M.
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Academics

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20 
8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
United General Hospital 
 
Our 9th annual women’s health 
fair is a day full of education and 
inspiration, with keynote speakers, 
Erin Baker and Sue Frause.  $20 per 
person includes breakfast, lunch, and 
all activities. 

Erin Baker, Founder of Erin Baker’s 
Wholesome Baked Goods 
Change Your Food – Change Your Life.

Sue Frause, Author & Photographer 
Aisle or Window? Seeing the World Your 
Way: Tales from a Travel Writer

 

8:00 – 8:30 a.m.    Check-in
8:30 – 9:30 a.m.   Light Breakfast in Coho Cafe
Keynote Speaker   Erin Baker 

   Change Your Food – Change   
   Your Life 

9:30 – 3:30 p.m.   Health Screenings 
   Lung Tests, Blood Pressure,   
          Fitness Tests, Cancer Prevention

9:45 – 10:45 a.m.   Workshops A 
	 		•	Health	Benefits	of	Yoga	 
	 		•	Live	Life	Fully.	Your	Way.	 
	 		•	Fatigue:	Why	am	I	so	Tired?

11:00 – 12:00 p.m.     Workshops B 
				 		•	Essential	Remedies	for	Pain	Relief 
	 		•	Gardening		and	Conservation 
	 		•	Fun	Fitness	Options

12:00	–	3:30	p.m.							Resource	Tables	Open
12:15 – 1:15 p.m.       Lunch in Coho Cafe
Keynote	Speaker	 		Sue	Frause,	Aisle	or	Window?		 				

		 		Seeing	the	World	Your	Way:		 
	 		Tales	from	a	Travel	Writer

1:30 – 2:30 p.m  Workshops C 
	 		•	How	to	Treat	High	Blood		 	
      Pressure Naturally  
	 		•	Healthy	Finances	 
	 		•	Pioneer	Living,		Getting	Back	to			
          Basics of Living

2:45 – 3:30 p.m   Closing Celebration in Coho Café                       

ImAGInE SCHEDUlE Of EvEnTS

2000	Hospital	Drive	Sedro-Woolley,	WA	98284	•	(360)	856-6021	•	www.unitedgeneral.org

To purchase tickets or for more information, visit 
unitedgeneral.org/imagine	or	call	(360)	856-7245	

CHS grad earns 
scholarship from 
WWU
   BELLINGHAM — Kassandra Barnedt, 
daughter of Corey and Karen Barnedt 
of Concrete, has been awarded a $1,000 
Bowman Family Distinguished Scholars 
in Leadership Scholarship for the 2012-
2013 academic year.
   The Bowman Family scholarship is 
awarded to incoming students who have 
an interest and aptitude to participate 
in the Karen W. Morse Institute for 
Leadership and the Leadership Advantage 
Program at Western.
   Barnedt graduated from Concrete 
High School in 2012 and this fall is an 
incoming freshman at WWU.

Anti-bullying program 
coming to Concrete
   Rachel’s Challenge, a nationally 
recognized anti-bullying program with 
high success rates, will come to Concrete 
Elementary Oct. 8 for an all-day program.
   Principal Rob Dahl said the day will 
begin with assembly meetings for younger 
students in the morning. A separate group 
of 60 to 70 will be trained with a team 
coach after the meetings.
   “We’ll use those kids to set the tone for 
the entire year,” said Dahl.
   A parent assembly at 6 p.m. will end the 
program.
   “I’m hoping the exposure to this 
program will give us a great jump-start 
for the rest of the school year. I believe it 
will,” said Dahl.
   Washington state requires schools to 
have anti-bullying measures in place. 
Former school counselor Renee Kenady 
worked to bring Rachel’s Challenge to 
Concrete. The school’s new counselor, 
Zoe Kapan, will spearhead the effort.

   Class reunions are a popular event 
during Cascade Days, and this year was 
no exception.
   Among Concrete High School classes 
celebrating during the two-day event 
was the class of 1972, some of whose 
members are shown in the photo above 
piling onto their Cascade Days Parade 
float while it was parked at Brad and 
Kathy Monrad’s home near Concrete.
   Class members and other CHS graduates 
converged at the Monrads’ during the first 
day of Cascade Days for a 40th reunion 
potluck that included a few surprises. 
Several attendees traveled from Hawaii, 
Alaska, and California, and the class’ first 
foreign exchange student—Martha Ugaz, 

from Peru—showed up too.
   Former teachers and one administrator 
attended the reunion too. Notable among 
that group was former principal Michael 
Elavsky, who is closing in on 90 and 
drove to the Skagit Valley from eastern 
Washington just for the reunion. Band 
teacher John Rantschler also was on hand, 
among others.
   The class’ float won 1st place in the 
parade on Saturday. On Sunday, Guy 
Clements hosted a class-only salmon 
barbecue in Mount Vernon.
   “It was a great weekend to relive fun 
times and make more memories,” said 
class member Becki Hoover.

—J. K. M.

Lyman Elementary 
fills October with 
educational fun
   Lyman Elementary School will host a 
couple educational visitors for students in 
October.
   On Wed., Oct. 3, the Mobile Science 
Bus will return, with the following 
schedule:
• Seeking the Sugar Solution 

9:40–10:40 a.m. 
4th grade, Mrs. Tesarik

• Seeking the Sugar Solution 
10:45–11:45 a.m. 
6th grade, Mr. Bletsch

• Where is Your DNA? 
12:25–1:25 p.m., 5th grade, Mr.

Skiles
   On Mon., Oct. 8, District 8 Firefighters 
will hold two learning sessions, from 
10 to 10:30 a.m. (grades 1–3) and from 
10:30–11 a.m. (grades 4–6).
   Of course, Halloween is always a fun 
day at Lyman Elementary. Students are 
encouraged to dress in costumes for that 
favorite holiday.

Reuniting with old classmates

Lyman kids club 
announces coming 
events
   A new kids club for children ages 4 
years and older has a full agenda.
   Sponsored by Lyman-based Heart to 
Heart Charity, Heart to Heart KIDS was 
formed to give children something fun to 
do, as well as to help them help others.
   At the charity’s first Kids Craft Day on 
Sept. 26, 19 children took home library 
books and crafts they’d made. At the 
club’s first meeting, children brought in 33 
items for the Lyman Food Bank.
   The club’s first Give Back project is a 
clothes drive. The children are collecting 
donations of used clothes for the Hamilton 
Community Food Bank, with a goal of 

reaching 400 pounds. If they reach their 
goal, they will be rewarded with a pizza 
party. The Give Back project will run 
through Oct. 11.
   The next club meeting is Thur., Oct. 11, 
at Hamilton Community Food Bank from 
4 to 5:30 p.m. The children will deliver their 
clothes donations and have them weighed, 
and enjoy ice cream and an activity.
   Another Kids Craft Day will be held 
Wed., Oct. 17, at the old Town Hall 
building in Lyman from 4 to 5:30 p.m.
   Anyone wishing to donate 
clothes for the Give Back project 
can call 360.826.3818 or e-mail 
hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com. The 
charity also is accepting donations of 
craft supplies and children’s books for the 
Lyman Library.

—Tammie Werner

Dahl named new 
athletic director
   Concrete Elementary 
School Principal Rob 
Dahl was named athletic 
director for the 2012–13 
school year.
   Dahl replaces Ashleigh 
Howell, who served as 
athletic director during 
the 2011–12 school year and left the 
position to devote herself to a full-time 
position at the school, teaching 6th grade.
   The athletic director hires and supervises 
coaches, regulates compliance with WIAA 
rules, schedules athletic events, organizes 
transportation, supervises games, and 
works with officials, among other duties.
   Dahl said the additional responsibilities 
would be impossible to accommodate 
without help.
   “I’m very, very fortunate to have (school 
secretary) Andrea Frank. Without her I 
couldn’t do the job,” he said.

Dahl

Continue the cycle
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OCTOBER
4 Comedy Night at Concrete Theatre with stand-up comedian Marc Price 
 (Skippy on “Family Ties”), 7 p.m.; $10 admission, tickets at www.concrete-
 theatre.com and Brown Paper Tickets; rated PG-13
4 Skagit County Commissioner Position No. 2 debate, Alfy’s Pizza,
 Sedro-Woolley, 6 to 8:30 p.m.; see article, p. 16; info at 360.755.1230
6, 13, 20, 27
 Concrete Ghost Walk, 6 p.m.; see article, p. 5, and ad, p. 7; info at 
 www.concrete-wa.com
5–7 2012 Quilt Festival (fundraiser for La Conner Quilt & Textile Museum);
 events/displays at Maple Hall, La Conner Civic Garden Club, and the 
 museum, La Conner; $10 donation;  info at www.laconnerquilts.com
6–7 Skagit Valley Festival of Family Farms, various Skagit County farms; 
 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; free admission; info at www.farmtour.com
7 Bluegrass Concert to benefit Concrete Theatre, Concrete Theatre, 1:30 
 p.m.; $10 admission; info at www.concrete-theatre.com
7 “His Kids” Fun Nights, Community Bible Church, 45672 Limestone,
 Concrete, 5 to 7 p.m.; info at 360.873.4348 or debkayr@hotmail.com
11 Heart to Heart KIDS club meeting, Hamilton Community Food Bank,
 Hamilton, 4 to 5:30 p.m.; info at 360.826.3818 or hearttoheartcharity@
 gmail.com
11 Skagit County Commissioner Position No. 1 debate, Alfy’s Pizza,
 Sedro-Woolley, 6 to 8:30 p.m.; see article, p. 16; info at 360.755.1230
13 Harvest Festival, Mansford Grange, Darrington, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.;
 see notice, p. 25
13 Community event fundraiser for KSVU 90.1 FM, Marblemount Commu-
 nity Hall, 7 to 11 p.m.; $7 suggested donation
14 PUD County Commissioner Position No. 2 debate, Alfy’s Pizza,
 Sedro-Woolley, 6 to 8:30 p.m.; see article, p. 16; info at 360.755.1230
17 Heart to Heart Kids Craft Day, old Town Hall building, Lyman, 4 to 5:30
 p.m.; info at 360.826.3818 or hearttoheartcharity@
 gmail.com
19 Art Auction to benefit Concrete Theatre “Donate to Digital” campaign,
 Concrete Theatre, 6 p.m.; see ad, p. 2, and article, p. 5; $15 admission;
 tickets at www.concrete-theatre.com; info at sipfeifer@gmail.com
20 “Woolley Fiber Follies, Sedro-Woolley; see notice, p. 17
20 Darrington Community Dance, Mansford Grange, Darrington, 5:30 p.m.
 start; see notice, p. 25; info at 206.402.8646
21 “His Kids” Fun Nights, Community Bible Church, 45672 Limestone,
 Concrete, 5 to 7 p.m.; info at 360.873.4348 or debkayr@hotmail.com
25 “Let’s Talk Library,” an open community conversation, Concrete Theatre,
 5 to 7 p.m.; see notice, p. 11
27 Halloween Party hosted by Heart to Heart Charity, old Town Hall 
 building, Lyman, 6 to 7:30 p.m.; info at hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com 
 or 360.826.3818
29 Liz Adair writing workshop, Upper Skagit Library, Concrete, 6:30 p.m.;
 free admission, sign-up sheet in library
30 Heart to Heart Christmas Angel Tree nominations forms due; see notice,
 p. 18; info at hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com or 360.826.3818
31 Concrete Lions Club’s Annual Halloween Party, Concrete Elementary
 School, 5 to 7 p.m.; children of all ages welcome; info at 360.853.4848

NOVEMBER
6 Election day
22 Sedro-Woolley Community Thanksgiving Dinner, SWHS, 12:30 to
 3 p.m.; free admission, donations accepted; info or volunteer details at
 360.855.0231 or slokkebo@yahoo.com
*Community Calendar is updated daily at www.concrete-herald.com/calendar

Community Calendar Community meetings
   Coffee Talk, a casual conversation about 
Concrete’s transformation, meets the 
third Fri. of each month at 8 a.m. at The 
Washington Cafe and Bakery, Concrete Town 
Center. 360.853.8213.
   Concrete American Legion Post and 
Auxiliary meet the second Tue. of each 
month, Sept. through May, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
American Legion Building. 360.853.8940.
   Concrete Chamber of Commerce meets 
the second Thur. of each month at 8 a.m. 
Meetings usually are held at Concrete 
Center in Concrete. 360.466.8754 or 
concretechamber@mac.com.
   Concrete Heritage Museum Board meets 
the second Thur. of each month, at 7 p.m. at 
the museum. Meetings are open to the public. 
360.826.3075 or concreteheritagemuseum@
stumpranchonline.com
   Concrete Lions Club meets the first and 
third Wed. of each month, at Annie’s Pizza 
Station, Concrete. Social at 6 p.m.; meeting 
at 6:30.
   Concrete School Board will meet Oct. 25 
at 6 p.m. in the high school Commons. The 
board will hold a workshop on Oct. 22,
at 6 p.m. in the high school Commons. 
360.853.8141.
   Concrete Theatre Fundraising 
Committee meets the first and third Tuesday 
of each month at the East County Resource 
Center on Main St., Concrete (enter through 
far west door). billpfeifer@yahoo.com
   Concrete Town Council meets the second 
and fourth Monday of each month at Town 
Hall, 45672 Main St., Concrete, at 7 p.m. 
360.853.8401 or andreaf@concretewa.gov.
   Darrington Area Business Assn (DABA) 
meets the third Wed. of each month, 7 p.m., 
at Cascade Senior Center, 1115 Darrington 
St., Darrington. 360.436.2167.
   Darrington Town Council meets the 
second Wed. of each month at Town Hall, 
1005 Cascade St., at 7 p.m. 360.436.1131 or 
darrcityhall@glacierview.net.
   Forest Park Cemetery District No. 5 
meets the second Wed. of each month at 
the cemetery office on Compton Lane in 
Concrete, at 8 a.m. 360.708.3656.

   Friends of Upper Skagit Library 
(FOUSL) Board meets the third Tuesday of 
odd-numbered months at the East County 
Resource Center in Concrete, at 1 pm. Public 
welcome to attend. uslfriends@gmail.com.
   Hamilton Town Council meets the second 
Tue. of each month at Town Hall, 584 Maple 
St., Hamilton, at 7 p.m. 360.826.3027.
   Imagine Concrete meets the second Wed. 
of each month in the Pilots’ Lounge at Mears 
Field in Concrete, at 6 p.m. 360.853.8213 or 
goodwords@frontier.com.
   KSVU 90.1 FM hosts free trainings and 
a studio open house every Wed. from 1 to 
4 p.m. at the Concrete studio in Portable B 
behind Concrete Elementary School. Monthly 
radio staff and volunteer meetings are held 
the last Thur. of each month at the same 
location. 360.853.8588.
   Lyman Town Council meets the second 
Tue. of each month at Lyman Town Hall 
(Minkler Mansion), 8405 S. Main St., Lyman, 
at 7 p.m. 360.826.3033 or clerk_lyman@msn.
com.
   PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) Skagit County Chapter, 
meets the second Monday of each month 
at The Safe Haven Room, Central United 
Methodist Church, 1013 Polte Rd. Sedro-
Woolley, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 360.856.4676, 
www.pflagskagit.org.
   Saukrates Cafe meets the first Thur. 
of each month at Annie’s Pizza Station in 
Concrete, at 6 p.m. Conversation topics are 
posted at Upper Skagit Library and http://
saukratescafe.wordpress.com.
   Sedro-Woolley Town Council meets the 
second and fourth Wed. of each month, at 7 
p.m., in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 
325 Metcalf St. 360.855.1661.
   Sedro-Woolley School District Board 
meets for its regular meeting Oct. 8 at the 
Support Service building and Oct. 22 at 
Samish Elementary, at 7 p.m. 360.855.3500 
or rmiller@swsd.k12.wa.us.
   Upper Skagit Library District (USLD) 
Board meets the second Thur. of each month 
at 5 p.m. in the library, located in the Ted 
Anderson building on Main St. in Concrete. 
Public is welcome. 360.853.7939 or info@
upperskagit.lib.wa.us.

Clear Lake has a new welcome sign. Crafted and installed by Clear Lake resident Steve 
Hull, the aluminum sign replaces the old wooden one, which Hull also built.

Clear Lake Beach 
Park discussed at 
community forum
   What is your vision for Clear Lake 
Beach Park? That was the question on 
the table at a Sept. 20 community forum 
hosted by Skagit County Parks and 
Recreation in Clear Lake.
   About 20 community members attended 
the forum, which served double duty as a 
Skagit County Parks Board meeting. All 
board members were present, as well as 
County Administrator Tim Holloran, Parks 
and Recreation Director Brian Adams, and 
all three county commissioners.
   “There weren’t a lot of happy campers 
there,” said Sylvia Matterand, who lives 
in Clear Lake and dislikes the way the 
county has handled the community’s 
foremost amenity.
   The county tore down the multipurpose 
building at the beach in April, citing an 
outside opinion that said the building 
was rife with mold and therefore unsafe. 
The building had included bathrooms, 
changing rooms, and other components.
   Matterand said the county has been less 
than communicative in its dealings with 
Clear Lake residents.

   “Two years ago they met with us and 
we told them we wanted the bathroom 
repaired, with flush toilets. They 
looked into it and decided it wasn’t 
worth keeping. But they never got cost 
estimates. Then they made a conscious 
decision not to tell us. That’s what I’m 
peeved about. They weren’t transparent,” 
she said. “They never mentioned tearing 
down the bathrooms.”
   Ideas flowed during the forum, 
including requests that a fence be installed 
“to help slow down the riff-raff” from 
using the facility at night, said Matterand. 
Other ideas included a renewed County 
commitment to the Penguin Dip, and 
improving the volleyball and foursquare 
areas.
   But “real toilets” was one of the most 
popular ideas. “There’s septic there now,” 
said Matterand in support of the idea to 
replace the satellite bathrooms there now.
   Input from the forum and an upcoming 
November meeting will be used to help 
develop a conceptual plan for the park. In 
January the county should have a decision 
about what they’ll do with the park.
   Matterand hopes this time the county 
will be a bit more talkative. “I feel like the 
county is treating the residents and users 
of that park like mushrooms,” she said.

—J. K. M.

GOLD NUGGET JEWELRY & LOAN  
We  BUY , SELL, & LOAN 

OCTOBER WEEKLY SALES: 
Oct. 1-7th All Tools are 25% Off 

Oct. 8-14th All Hunting Supplies are 15% Off 
Oct. 15-20th Widow’s Week All Jewelry is 20% Off 

Oct. 22-27th Make your own Halloween Costume  
All clothing is 15% Off  

Winter Hours Start Oct. 15th: Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5   
Located at the 4-Way stop on Hwy 530 &  

Mt. Loop Hwy in Darrington 360-436-1029     
Web Site: GoldNuggetPawnShop.com  

Clear Lake man 
creates new 
welcome sign
Story and photos by Barb Rumsey

  A drive along Highway 9 through Clear 
Lake now includes a new eye-catching 
feature.
   Clear Lake resident Steve Hull has built 
and installed a colorful new “Welcome 
to Clear Lake Washington” sign. The 
green, blue, brown, and white signboard 
is crafted from aluminum and shows 
a blue lake surrounded by green trees, 
cattails, and two white trumpeter swans 
in the foreground. A wood panel painted 
dark brown is the backdrop for bold white 
lettering welcoming visitors to Clear 
Lake.
   Steve cut out all the letters by hand, then 
primed all the pieces before painting them 
with oil-based paints. All the aluminum 
letters are mounted with more than 200 
specially cut spacers. Aluminum screws 
will ensure the installation lasts for many 
years without rusting.
   Painting the background scenery took 
Hull two full weeks. Each tree required at 
least three coats of paint, plus at least one 
more to bring out highlights and shading 
on all the large and smaller trees to create 
a 3-D effect and texture.
   Hull estimates the labor-intensive 
project took 250 to 300 hours to complete. 
Janet, Hull’s wife, also assisted.
   Hull did not charge for his labor. Clear 
Lake Historical Association and Clear 

Clear Lake resident Steve Hull fastens his 
aluminum welcome sign to heavy timbers.

Lake Community Connection provided 
funds for the materials.
   The community’s original welcome sign 
also was designed and constructed by Hull 
for the Clear Lake Centennial on June 10, 
1991. It was built entirely of wood and 
stood at the same location. The Clear Lake 
Historical Association purchased a portion 
of the abandoned railroad right of way 
property in 1988, on which the sign sits.
   Clear Lake was a small farming settle-
ment in the late 1800s. With the coming 
of the railroad in fall 1890, the area soon 
became a thriving community. Logging and 
finish lumber manufacturing were major 
industries.

HHHHHHHHHHFor current happenings and specials, find us on Facebook!HHHHHHHHHHH

•	 Daily Specials
•	 Choice Grilled Meats & Fish 
•	 All-Natural Angus Beef  
 No Steroids or Hormones!
•	 Fresh, Local Produce & Organics

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST!
Every Sat & Sun 8 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. thru Labor Day!

Mon, Thurs, Fri 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
60147 SR 20		•		Marblemount				360 . 873. 4503



   Skagit Citizens Coalition (SCC) will 
host three evenings of debates for Skagit 
County candidates in October. All forums 
are informal debate format and all will 
be held at Alfy’s Pizza, 221 Central Ave., 
Sedro-Woolley.
   For more information about SCC or the 
debates, call 360.755.1230.

Oct. 4: Skagit County Commissioner 
Position No. 2
   Candidates: Ken Dahlstedt, April 
Axthelm
   Meet and greet, 6 to 6:30 p.m.
   Debate and discussion, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Oct. 11: Skagit County Commissioner 
Position No. 1
   Candidates: Ron Wesen, Nick Petrish
   Meet and greet, 6 to 6:30 p.m.
   Debate and discussion, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Oct. 14: PUD County Commissioner 
Position No. 2
   Candidates: Robbie Robertson, Mike 
Newman
   Meet and greet, 12:30 to 1 p.m.
   Debate and discussion, 1 to 3 p.m.

How the forum will work
   Discussion will begin with each 
candidate giving an opening statement 
The incumbent candidate will be first to 
make an opening statement and also will 
be first to answer the questions during the 
first hour of the debate.
   The response order will be reversed 
after the first hour and the incumbent’s 
response will follow his opponent’s.
   The time limit to respond to all 
questions is five minutes.
   If a candidate wants to follow up after 
his or her opponent has spoken, her or 
she will have three minutes for a direct 
response to the opponent’s comments.   
   If the originator of the question has a 
follow-up question, he or she has one 
minute to ask a follow-up question, as 
long as it is pertinent to the original 
question.
   The first few questions will come 
from the SCC Election Committee. The 
remainder of the time will be centered on 
questions from the audience.

—Submitted by Joni Dear
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Sedro-Woolley

Thanksgiving Dinner 
Nov. 22
   The annual Sedro-Woolley Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner will be held at 
Sedro-Woolley High School on Thur., 
Nov. 22, from 12:30 to 3 p.m.
   The dinner is free to all members of the 
community. Family-style seating includes 
tables and chairs. The dinner is handicap-
accessible. Donations are accepted.
   For more information or to volunteer, 
contact Stephanie Lokkebo at 
360.855.0231 or slokkebo@yahoo.com.

Skagit County Board 
of Commissioners 
seeks applicants 
for Skagit County 
Planning Commission
   SKAGIT COUNTY — The Skagit 
County Board of Commissioners is 
seeking applicants to fill a vacancy on 
the Skagit County Planning Commission 
from County Commissioner District 3. 
Applicants must live within District 3, 
which includes the greater Burlington and 
Sedro-Woolley areas. A map identifying 
the District’s boundaries is available 
online at http://skagitcounty.net/GIS/
ftpfiles/Documents/Commissioner/
CommDist2.pdf.
   The Planning Commission works 
with the Planning and Development 
Services Department as the Planning 
Agency and advises the Board of 
County Commissioners on the direction 
of future growth and development in 
unincorporated Skagit County. The Board 
of County Commissioners will make the 
appointment to the Planning Commission; 
the District 3 Planning Commission 

position will remain open until filled.
   The Board of County Commissioners 
seeks to ensure that the Planning 
Commission is a balanced committee 
representing many different viewpoints. 
Current Planning Commission members 
have backgrounds including real 
estate, agriculture, business, education, 
environmental planning, and others.
   The Planning Commission consists of 
nine members, three from each County 
Commissioner District. On average, 
members attend one meeting per month. 
Meetings are in the evenings and last 
approximately three hours.
   Planning Commission terms last for 
four years. Service on the Planning 
Commission service is unpaid; however, 
members may obtain reimbursement for 
travel expenses to and from meetings.
   To apply, send a letter of interest and 
statement of qualifications to:
   Skagit County Board of Commissioners   
   Attn: Linda Hammons
   Re: Planning Commission Vacancy
   1800 Continental Place
   Mount Vernon, WA 98273
   For more information, contact Linda 
Hammons at lindah@co.skagit.wa.us or 
360.336.9300.

   Girl Scouts Troop 40781 may be small, 
but they pack a wallop.
   The troop’s five members—Mariah 
Martinson, Caitlynn Brock, Iva Martinson, 
Valerie Jech, and Daisy Sirmans—have 
been preparing to bridge to Senior Girl 
Scouts and have been working on their 
Silver Award for the past year. The Silver 
Award is the highest award a girl can earn 
as a Cadette Scout.
   Faced with choosing a project that 
requires 50 hours of service while being 
sustainable and measurable, the young 
women decided to work with Community 
Bowling Center in Sedro-Woolley.
   As the bowling center readied for 
opening day, the troop members helped 
with demolition, cleanup, painting, 
shoe sorting and sizing, re-upholstering 
benches, handing out fliers, and creating a 

survey and handing it out at the Farmers’ 
Market.
   To make their project sustainable and
measurable, the troop enlisted the aid of 
CBC owners Kelsy Rising and Shannon 
Davis-Tolbert and their troop leaders
Tammy Roberts and Judy Brock. Together 
they hit on the idea of a bowlathon, which 
they held at CBC on Sept. 26. They 
asked their entire Girl Scout service unit 
to help them get pledges and join them 
for bowling, and they plan to make the 
bowlathon a yearly event.
   The troop members decided the money 
earned would go to help Humane Society 
of Skagit County. To that end, they 
donated 100 percent of the proceeds from 
the pledges, and CBC agreed to donate 
10 percent of their earnings during the 
evening of the bowlathon.

Flood Awareness 
Week is Oct. 2–5
   SKAGIT COUNTY — Flood Awareness 
Week in Skagit County is Oct. 2–5.
   The threat of extreme flooding generally 
occurs in the Skagit Valley between the 
months of October and March.
   As part of the preparation for a flood 
threat, Skagit County Public Works and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers hold 
Flood Awareness Week to assess and 

implement ongoing flood preparedness. 
Skagit County Public Works has 
scheduled several training sessions for 
staff members so that the public will be 
protected in the event of a flood.
   For more information contact Dan 
Berentson, Skagit County Public Works 
Natural Resources Division Manager, at 
danb@co.skagit.wa.us or 360.419.3461 or 
go to www.skagitcounty.net and click on 
“Flood Awareness” in the navigation panel 
to the left.

Skagit Citizens Coalition to host 
candidate debates in S-W

The Voice of Eastern Skagit County

Girl Scouts, Community Bowling 
Center join to support Humane Society

Rockport novelist to 
publish book for old-
fashioned living
   Do you long for the simpler times of 
yesteryear? Do you wish you had the time 
to offer your family homegrown meals? 
Does your heart silently cry for a quiet 
place in this fast-paced life?
   If you answered yes to any of those 
questions, you might want to take a look 
at Rockport novelist and blogger Melissa 
Norris’ new book, Pioneering Today: 
Faith and Home the Old Fashioned Way.
   Norris explains practical and easy 
methods to cook from scratch, garden, 
preserve your own food, and see God’s 
fingerprint in your everyday busy life. 
You’ll learn how to:

• Decrease your grocery and energy 
bill.

• Improve your family’s health by 
cooking from scratch and more than 
40 delicious recipes.

• Grow and preserve your own food.
• Reduce your time in the kitchen 

without sacrificing taste and nutrition.
• Expand your view of God in your 

daily activities.

   Whether you live in the middle of 
an asphalt jungle or on the side of a 
mountain, Norris believes you can 
experience the pioneer lifestyle and start 
your own homesteading journey.
   Pioneering Today is scheduled for an 
Oct. 15 release date and will be available 
on Amazon.com and on Norris’ Web site 
at www.melissaknorris.com/books.

—J. K. M.

Woolley Fiber Quilters present “Woolley Fiber Follies” on Sat., Oct. 20, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Sedro-Woolley. Multiple demonstrations will run all day (on the hour) 
on quilting and stitching methods. Everyone is welcome; find out about basic quilting or learn specialty 
techniques. Meet other local quilters and enhance your skills. Cost for the day is $5; preregister by calling 
360.422.3788. Get more information at www.woolleyfiberquilters.blogspot.com.

   Sedro-Woolley Chamber of Commerce 
welcomed two new members in 
September.

Cascade Clinic
   Kathy Bradford, ARNP, has announced 
the opening of her new medical office, 
Cascade Walk In and Family Practice, at 
500 W. State St., Ste. A.
   A graduate of Seattle Pacific University, 
Bradford’s journey in health care began 
when she was just out of high school. She 
later worked as a hospital corpsman with 
the U.S. Navy. Bradford’s nursing career 
gave her experience of all age groups 
in emergency care, as well as in other 
settings with adult, geriatric, and dementia 
care. As a Nurse Practitioner, Bradford 
chose to specialize in adult care, treating 
patients from the age of 12.
   Bradford believes with the many 
changes in health care, the climate is 
perfect for ARNPs to take their place as 
primary providers, particularly in meeting 
the needs of an aging population. Opening 
her own clinic has long been a goal.
   Bradford accepts Medicare, L & I, and 
private pay, with other insurers coming 
soon.
   The office is open Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday.

Glacier Peak Winery
   That lovely winery a few miles east 
of Rockport is now a chamber member. 
For more information about Glacier Peak 
Winery, contact owner Gary Outzen.
   Glacier Peak Winery
   58575 SR 20
   Rockport, WA 98283

   360.770.9811
   gpwinery@msn.com
   www.glacierpeakwinery.com

Coming events
   Festival of Family Farms: In its ninth 
year of celebrating Skagit’s farming 
heritage and traditions, the Festival of 
Family Farms will run Oct. 6–7. Local 
Skagit farms open their doors to the 
public in a show of food, farm tours, and 
educational tools that will leave visitors 
with a better appreciation of farming and 
agriculture.
   Admission is free. Pick up a printed 
map in the Chamber office or go to www.
farmtour.com.
   Family Emergency Preparedness class: 
Be prepared for a flood, earthquake, house 
fire, power outage, or other disaster by 
attending a free Red Cross emergency 
preparedness class on Tue., Oct. 16, 
from 6 to 7 p.m. Learn how to prepare an 
emergency kit, create a disaster plan, and 
get useful emergency tips.
   For more information, go to www.
mtbredcross.org.
   Imagine: A Women’s Health Fair returns 
to United General Hospital on Sat., Oct. 
20, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
   The ninth annual event offers a lineup 
of speakers, health screenings, resource 
tables, and workshops designed to 
help women make healthful changes in 
their lives. Admission is $20. For more 
information, go to www.unitedgeneral.
org/imagine or call 360.856.7245.

Source: The Sedro-Woolley Exchange

Chamber news and events
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Lyman

Lyman Library tales
By Elaine Kohler

   I love living where the seasons change. 
The hint of moisture in the air and the 
coolness of the day lets us know that 
changes are coming. My crimson maple 
tree is about half red, and before the 
leaves actually drop it will be a blaze of 
color in my yard.
   As days get colder, we will spend more 
time inside and have more time to read. 
We get new books in all the time, so I 
hope you will find time to come in and 
pick some new reading material. 
   I am still on my search for new authors; 
this month it is Dana Stabenow. She is 
a mystery writer who sets one of her 
series in Alaska. The main character is 

Kate Shugar, an Aleut woman who works 
with the police solving crime. Like Tim 
Hillerman and his Navajo stories, here we 
learn of the life of the Alaskan natives, 
their legends, and their ways of life, 
and great descriptions of this beautiful 
country. All this in a well-written mystery.
   Our supply of children’s books has 
dwindled, so we are putting out a request 
for donations to this section of the library.  
When the children arrive on Oct. 17 for 
another Kids Craft Day, they will get to 
pick out a book to take home and read. 
Please check to see if you have a book or 
two your own children have outgrown; it 
will be greatly appreciated.
   We also have received a few more 
puzzles, so if you have done the old ones, 
come in and see if we have a new one to 
challenge you.
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Day Creek
Community notes
   Lawn mower races were held Sept. 
29 and although there were only two 
lawn mowers, the event still drew a small 
crowd and was great fun. Next year, Mike 
Pulver says he’ll work out transportation 
for mowers so that more people can 
attend.
   Our corner store has been sold! 
Gary Larson and Robyn Choffel soon 
will be a much-needed part of the Day 
Creek Community. Mowing and weeding 
continues, along with work beginning 
inside the store. Feel free to stop by and 
visit with Gary as he begins this big 
project. He is looking for a hand from the 
neighbors and will gladly use your help. 
He can be reached at 360.333.3905.
   The next Relationship Encounter 
series is led by Marriage Today’s Jimmy 
Evans. For more information or to get 
involved in this series, call 360.826.3581. 
Participants in the new series will meet 
Oct. 9, 16, 23, and 30, and Nov. 6 and 13.
   A group of women has formed in eastern 
Skagit County. “Women Hand in Hand” 
is unaffiliated with any specific church, 
so the group can cross lines without 
proprietary identification.
   Any women’s ministry group that wants 
to be involved with Women Hand in Hand 
is encouraged to contact any one of the 
following:
   Sylvia Miles  360.826.3696
   Sharon Herring  360.661.5037
   Bonnie Lintz  360.856.1385
   Sue Walden  360.826.3944
   Shannon Shipley 360.472.1211
   Kathy Henderson 360.826.3581

   Kingdom Builders is on the move. 
Watch for Donna Pulver and Kathy 
Henderson in the community again in 
October.
   There have been some calls for rides to 
appointments, etc. Henderson and Pulver 
are compiling a workers list for those 
willing to be drivers. Be sure your name 
is on the list as a Day Creek helper. For 
more information, call 360.826.3581 or 
360.826.3003. Henderson and Pulver are 
in need of helpers both now and later. 
Once the information is compiled, a 
directory will be made.
   If you are not able to be a physical 
helper but want to help, you may give a  
donation to Day Creek Chapel, marked 
“Kingdom Builders Fund.”
   A community bulletin board has been 
installed at the Day Creek Fire Hall. 
Community members are invited to post 
their business cards, coming events, and 
Day Creek activities on the board—then 
contact Concrete Herald at 360.853.8213 
or editor@concrete-herald.com.
   Community Club Potlucks are held on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 
p.m., at the Day Creek Fire Hall. The next 
potluck is slated for Oct. 16. Remaining 
2012 potlucks are Nov. 20 and Dec. 18. 
Be there or be square!
   We are looking for event ideas that are 
fun and help to support the Day Creek 
Fire Hall while letting us all get to know 
our neighbors better. If you have an idea, 
call 360.826.3003 or 360.826.3581.
   If you have information for this 
column, please send an e-mail to 
winningcircleranch@gmail.com.

—Kathy Henderson

Council summary
   The Lyman Town Council held a regular 
monthly meeting on Sept. 11. Following is 
a summary of that meeting.
• Rusty Feay and John Ruthford from 

Skagit County Fire Dist. 8 told 
council that the annexation process 
is going as expected, but knowing 
it was not completed in time for the 
2013 tax year, they would like to 
work out a schedule so the Town 
of Lyman could pay the remaining 
balance for 2012 and 2013 balance 
without putting a burden on the 
budget. Ruthford told council he will 
speak with the district’s attorney and 
have him write up a proposal for the 
council to consider. A letter from 
the County Assessor was reviewed, 
certifying the petitions submitted for 
the annexation into Fire Dist. 8 were 
valid and numbered more than the 
60 percent required. The letter also 
showed the new fire district boundary 
excluding the Forest Service land. 
The application is at the Boundary 
Review Board for review.

• Mayor Heinzman told council that 
Sound Ocean Metal would like to 
donate a flagpole for the cemetery, 
and a veteran has donated a flag to 
use on the new pole.

• A complaint about a rooster and the 
smell of a chicken coop was shown to 
council.

Members of Julie Mayer’s 2nd grade class at Lyman Elementary ride proudly 
in their Viking ship float during the Back to School Parade in Lyman Sept. 18.
Built mostly by Pam Ford and Kim Urban—who have children in Mayer’s 
classroom—the “Explorers Quest for Knowledge” float took first place, 
garnering the second-graders a class party courtesy of Lyman Elementary 
Booster Group. Coming in second place by only one point was Debra Claybo’s 
1st grade class and its “Bedtime Stories” float, complete with a big bed. Gary 
Bletsch’s 6th graders took third place with a huge monster truck carrying a 
banner that read, “Childhood is a Monster Party.” The Booster Group made sure 
each participating student received a treat that night. 

Briefly ...
   Heart To Heart Charity will host a 
Halloween Party on Sat., Oct. 27, from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. at the Old Town Hall building 
for children of all ages and their families. 
There will be game booths, a pumpkin 
painting table, a raffle, cake walk, a bake 
sale table, and other fun activities.
   The party is a fundraising event for the 
charity’s upcoming Christmas Angel Tree, 
which benefits children of low-income 
families. Admission is $2 per child, which 
includes the cake walk. Adults wishing to 
participate in the cake walk can purchase 
a cake walk ticket for $1. Volunteers (ages 
12 and older) are needed. Donations of 
wrapped, individual candy, as well as corn 
stalks, pumpkins, etc., for decorations, 
and raffle items can be dropped off at 
Lyman Town Hall during regular business 
hours or contact Tammie Werner at 
360.826.3818 or hearttoheartcharity@
gmail.com. For more information, go to 
www.facebook.com/hearttoheartcharity.
   Nominations are being accepted for 
the Heart to Heart Christmas Angel 
Tree, which will be set up the first week 
of November. Forms to submit names 
of local children for the Angel Tree are 
available at Lyman Town Hall, online at 
www.facebook.com/lymanangeltree, or 
by contacting organizer Tammie Werner 
at hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com or 
360.826.3818. Nomination forms are due 
by Oct. 30.

SAVE CONCRETE THEATRE!
n  Donate at the theater during weekend 

movie times
n  Mail a check payable to Concrete Theatre to: 

Concrete Theatre, P.O. Box 954,  
Concrete, WA 98237

n  Make a credit card or PayPal donation at 
www.concrete-theatre.com

n  Donate at Columbia Bank in Concrete 
(designate check for “Digital Projector Fund”

For more info on ways to help, call 
360.941.0403 or e-mail info@concrete-
theatre.com.

Donate to Digital Campaign!

The movie industry will convert to digital in 2013. 

Concrete Theatre won’t be able to show new  

movies unless it converts to a digital system

--a $50,000 hurdle. Please donate to help 

keep Concrete Theatre alive!

*Advertisement  
paid for by an anonymous donor.

Finney Creek bridge 
to close
  EVERETT — Skagit County will close 
the Finney Creek Bridge to all traffic 
for a month beginning Oct. 8 to repair 
structural damage found in an annual 
inspection this summer.
   The bridge is four and a half miles west 
of the Finney Creek Concrete/Sauk Rd. 
and leads to many popular recreation 
destinations in the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
National Forest.

   Visitors can detour the closure from 
Cumberland Pass on the west end of 
Forest Service Road 17 just off of the 
South Skagit County Rd. or Forest Service 
Road 18 over Segelsen Pass from near 
Swede Haven not far from State Highway 
530.
   For more information, call the Mt. 
Baker Ranger District at 360.856.5700 
or go to www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/mbs/
home?cid=stelprdb5126323&width=full 
for current conditions on the Mt. Baker-
Snoqualmie National Forest.

—J. K. M.

Jason Harris pours the coals to a lawn mower, using a slight rise in the ground to pop a 
wheelie during the annual lawn mower races in Day Creek on Sept. 29. The event drew 
a small crowd but only two lawn mowers, so participants rolled with the situation and 
pressed a quad and an antique Honda motorcycle into action.

Concrete Lions Club’s
Annual Halloween Party

Concrete Elementary School
Wed., Oct. 31
5 to 7 p.m.

Children of all ages welcome
For more information, call 360.853.4848
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Above: Laughter filled the Darrington 
High School auditorium Sept. 22 as 
Tim Behrens shared stories of the 
misadventures of two young boys living 
in rural Idaho, as imagined by outdoor 
humor writer Pat McManus. Delivered with 
impeccable timing and humor, Behrens 
pulled objects out of an old trunk, each 
with its own hilarious story, bringing to life 
events everyone could enjoy. Photo by 
David Fryman.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

With so much happening
in our lives, it’s easy to lose
sight of the future – like
retirement. Edward Jones can
help make saving for retire-
ment easier with our monthly
IRA investing program.

This convenient service lets
you put aside a set amount
every month into an Edward
Jones IRA. You can even set
it up so that the money
comes automatically from
any account you choose.

A systematic investment plan does
not assure a profit and does not
protect against loss in a declining
market. Such a plan involves con-
tinuous investment in securities
regardless of fluctuating price levels
of such securities, the investor
should consider the financial ability
to continue the purchases through
periods of low price levels.

For more information or
to enroll in our monthly
IRA investing program,
call today.

PAYING YOURSELF FIRST
COULD PAY OFF LATER.
LIKE WHEN YOU RETIRE.

Nick Van Jaarsveld
Financial Advisor
.

913 Metcalf Street
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
360-855-0239

Above: Members of Gary Bletsch’s 6th grade class 
unveiled a monster truck as their entry in the Lyman 
Elementary Back to School Parade in Lyman Sept. 18. 
The banner on the side reads, “Childhood is a monster 
party!” The eye-popping truck worked its magic, earning the 
students third place in the competitive portion of the event.

Above: Grand Marshal Ed Lipsey waves from his 
festive float during the Back to School Parade in 
Lyman Sept. 18.

Below: A combined Cascade Middle School/Sedro-
Woolley High School Band provided plenty of pulse-
pounding music during the Back to School Parade. 
From right, senior Ashley Clumpner on sax, senior 
Annie Murray on sax, sophomore Nicole Belles with 
cymbals, and junior Rachel Elder with the drum. 

September in pictures

Above: Darrington coach Nancy Snyder was inducted into the 
Snohomish County Sports Hall of Fame on Sept. 26. A pioneer in 
girls’ and women’s athletics as an athlete and coach, Snyder has 
been a teacher, coach, and athletic administrator in Darrington’s 
middle and high schools for more than 30 years, coaching tennis, 
volleyball, girls’ basketball, track and field, softball, and boys’ 
baseball. She coached the Darrington boys’ baseball team for 20 
years; her 1981 team was the Class B State Champions—a first 
for a female coach for boys’ baseball. In 1981 she became the first 
woman umpire in the Northwest for softball and baseball.
Photo by David Fryman.

Above: Christie Fairchild (right) of Rockport poses in Concrete for a fun photo with 
long rider Ramsie Rue before bidding Rue farewell on the final leg of her journey from 
Fort Collins, Colo., to Bellingham. Rue and her two-horse team of Babushka (left) and 
Sweetheart—along with Lola, the dog—had left Colorado in May 2010, traveling slowly 
but steadily, and stopping only to make money. Read Rue’s story on p. 24.

Above: Church members and pastors 
line the south steps to St. Catherine 
Mission Church in Concrete Sept. 15 as 
the congregation celebrated its 100th 
birthday. Anniversary events included a 
special Mass and a reception. The church 
traces its birth to Christmas 1912, when 
the building was constructed. The fledgling 
Concrete church was given St. Catherine 
of Genoa, Italy, as its patron. Photo 
submitted by Philip Moran.

Right: In preparation for painting, 
volunteer John Boggs removes rain-

damaged wood framing from the bottom 
of a display window at Cascade Supply in 
Concrete Town Center. During the warm-
weather months this year, Boggs has led 
a small team of volunteers in a “Paint the 
Town” project that has left more than six 
Town Center buildings with repaired and 

repainted facades.

Above: Concrete novelist Robert 
Van Wagoner reads from a work in 
progress during Authors Night at 
Concrete Theatre Sept. 20. Local 
writers of all stripes discussed 
their professional paths and 
answered audience questions. Van 
Wagoner was joined by Rockport 
novelist Melissa Norris, Sauk City 
playwright Nicola Pearson, “Written 
In Concrete” bloggers Grace Popoff 
and Carol Pando, Concrete novelist 
Robin Wood, and Mount Vernon 
novelist Peter Keim.

Right: Sedro-Woolley photographer 
and quilter extraordinaire Judy 

Johnson snapped this gorgeous 
early September photo of 

sunflowers blooming at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church on Wicker Rd. in 

Sedro-Woolley.



Hamilton
22  •  Concrete Herald  •  October 2012 www.concrete-herald.com October 2012  •  Concrete Herald  •  23www.concrete-herald.com

Council summary
   The Hamilton Town Council held a 
regular meeting Aug. 14. Following is a 
summary of that meeting.

• Council listened to a presentation 
from Arthur Bryant from Vitasys, 
who offered to build a Web site for 
the town. Council discussed the 
proposal and decided the town wasn’t 
in a position to accept the proposal.

• Town of Hamilton received 
submittals for the Comprehensive 
Water Plan from Ravnick & 
Associates and Garrison Engineering. 
Council discussed the proposals and 
voted to accept the proposal from 
Garrison Engineering.

• The status of the Economic 
Development Grant was discussed. 
The projected cost to finish the 
project was estimated and it was 
agreed that the town was within 
budget and that there was enough 

money left in the grant to complete 
the project.

• Water Dept. report: Cas Hancock 
presented the water report showing 
the Town’s water loss has again 
improved: down to 5 percent. Tom 
Selin informed the council that 
a service technician performed 
annual service for the well generator 
during the week of August 13. A 
new chlorinator will be ordered. 
Councilmember Bonner asked Selin 
if the water was shut off at the Hi. Lo. 
Selin stated the water was shut off. 
Mayor Bates told Selin to lock the 
meter to prevent any water use.

• The streets that were proposed 
to be paved from the Economic 
Development Grant and the TIB 
Grant were detailed by Mayor Bates.

• Fire Dept. report: Mayor Bates 
reported that there was a fire in the 
food bank. The door was pried open 
and all the burners on the stove were 
turned on and an empty pot was set 
on one burner. There were questions 
regarding who called in the fire and 
how this happened. An investigation 
is under way.

• Council was asked to revisit the 
charges to 401 Maple St. for a 
major leak and large water bill. The 
customer presented council with her 
current billing showing what her 
normal usage would be. Council 
directed the customer to pay only the 
normal usage for the last two months.

Above: Jerry Evans stands at Park Butte Lookout Sept. 9, striking a pose similar to the 
one his father, Roy Evans, did in 1985 (below). Roy Evans packed in all the materials 
used to build the lookout in 1932. Jerry hiked to the lookout with several friends and 
colleagues that day to throw some of his deceased father’s ashes to the wind and 
remember the impact the former scoutmaster had on the lives of hundreds of boys.
Top photo by Jason Miller; bottom photo submitted by Jerry Evans.

Birdsview buzz
   Welcome to fall, everyone! Sorry, I 
mean, Happy October, everyone! (Or 
as we call it, Cardiack Arrest fundraiser 
month.)

October birthdays
   6 Rashel O’Neil, Pat Erwin
   7 Jim Fichter
   8 Paul Olson (my brother)
   10 Brandon Hoover
   13 Don Smith, Gilly Boardman
   17 Josh Fichter
   21 Mandy Warner, Gladys Silrus
   23 Kellie Flag, Becky Luttrell
   29 Sarah Ridley

   For the past four years, October has 
had a special signifigance. Our son Jason 
suffered a cardiac arrest in October 2008. 
Ever since then, in October we bring out 
a special seasonal beer called Cardiack 
Arrest, and a portion of the beer sales, 

plus proceeds from sales of red ribbons 
and donations by customers go to the 
cardiac unit at Children’s Hospital in 
Seattle.
   Last year was our best year yet: We 
raised $700. This year our goal is $1,000. 
One of our customers is donating fishing 
jigs and 100 percent of their sales goes to 
the fundraiser. This year’s Cardiack Arrest 
Fest will be on October 20. We will have 
at least two bands and lots of fun.
   Sad to see the end of Jericho Farms 
coming to the brewery field on Saturdays. 
Really enjoyed all the fresh produce and 
fruits. Thanks, Rebecca Morse, for all 
your hard work all season long—but now 
we’re looking forward to a new batch of 
beer soap in the near future!
   Happy Halloween, everyone. And 
looking ahead, who’s in for the 3rd annual 
Concrete Veteran’s Parade? I’d like to 
make this one the best and biggest yet.

—Kris Voigt

Scoutmaster Roy Evans in 1985.
Submitted photo.

SAVE CONCRETE THEATRE!
n  Donate at the theater during weekend 

movie times
n  Mail a check payable to Concrete Theatre to: 

Concrete Theatre, P.O. Box 954,  
Concrete, WA 98237

n  Make a credit card or PayPal donation at 
www.concrete-theatre.com

n  Donate at Columbia Bank in Concrete 
(designate check for “Digital Projector Fund”

For more info on ways to help, call 
360.941.0403 or e-mail info@concrete-
theatre.com.

Donate to Digital Campaign!

The movie industry will convert to digital in 2013. 

Concrete Theatre won’t be able to show new  

movies unless it converts to a digital system

--a $50,000 hurdle. Please donate to help 

keep Concrete Theatre alive!
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Food Bank opts out
of TEFAP program
   As of Sept. 11, Hamilton Community 
Food Bank discontinued its TEFAP 
(commodities) program. Instead, food 
bank coordinators decided to have a 
“bonus box” on the first Tuesday of each 
month, rather than commodities, so that 
its clients will still have extra on the 
commodity day at the food bank.
   “We feel that with the amount of TEFAP 
goods, we can do better than that as we 
run out after about 90 to 100 households,” 
said food bank volunteer Larry Weston. 
“Now we will have all of our households 
pick the extra bonus box on commodity 
day.”

GROCERIES / PRODUCE / MEAT
	 •	 Fishing	Tackle	&	Licenses	
	 •	 24-Hour	Ice
	 •	 LOTTO	&	Cash	Machine
	 •	 Western	Union
	 •	 Copies	/	FAX	Service
	 •	 Movie	Rentals

Take-Out from our Deli!
Hot	Dogs	-	BBQ	Roasted	Chicken	-	Pizza

Monday	thru	Saturday	|	9	AM	-	8	PM
Sunday	|	10	AM	-	6	PM

44546	State	Route	20,	Concrete
360.853.8540 | FAX 360.853.8208

www.redapplemarkets.com

With a little help from his friends, artist and professional baker Ed Giecek celebrated his 60th 
birthday at Birdsview Brewing Co. Sept. 21. Giecek baked and brought his own cake—a mammoth 
carrot cake that ensured he’d be invited back.

Cardiack Arrest
Fest

Saturday, October 20
Birdsview Brewing Co.

Birdsview

Evans, cont. from p. 1

Museum for viewing.
   The Keeper of the Memories tells the 
story of a life well lived. Roy Evans’ 
family moved to Sedro-Woolley in 1914, 
when Roy was only five years old. They 
moved to Concrete one year later so his 
father could work in the cement plant.
   Evans lived in the area till 1939, doing 
some things every boy and young man 
does—and periodically adding his own 
twist on life. He boxed with his brother. 
He chopped wood for the stove. He tended 
the garden. And—at age 9—he took a 
correspondence course in electricity and 
wired several homes in the area. Electrical 
work became his lifelong profession.
   In spring 1935, a movie crew came via 
pack horse to Baker Lake. The movie was 
“Call of the Wild,” starring Clark Gable, 
Loretta Young, and Jack Oakie. Evans, 
a 26-year-old forest ranger who’d been 
hired right out of high school, gathered 
with his friends to watch the crew film. 
One day the director asked them who 
could fill in for Clark Gable in a canoe 
scene on the Baker River. Apparently, 
Gable knew nothing about canoes and 
didn’t want to learn. Evans agreed to do 
the whitewater scene after finding out the 
job paid $20.

Scoutmaster par excellence
   In 1955 the Evans family moved to San 
de Fuca on Whidbey Island. Jerry was 
12 years old. He’d been a Cub Scout and 
wanted to advance to Boy Scouts. He 
joined Troop 59 and studied to become 
a Tenderfoot. His mother, Pauline, went 

with him on test day, where he performed 
poorly—but not because he hadn’t 
studied. The scoutmaster administering 
the test was asking Second Class 
questions, not Tenderfoot ones. Pauline 
tore into the scoutmaster, saying, “my 
husband could do a better job than you!”
   And so Roy became a scoutmaster—
the role that was to become his legacy. 
“He was a natural leader,” said Jerry. 
“And he was a tough scoutmaster—more 
with me than with others, because he 
didn’t want anyone to say, ‘well, he’s the 
scoutmaster’s son.’”
   Roy Evans’ influence spanned 
decades. On Sept. 9, about 15 of his 
former scouts—now grown men—
joined Jerry on the hike to Park Butte 
Lookout. Current Troop 59 Scoutmaster 
Dan Haigh was there, escorting Jerry 
personally. Morrie Shepherd came straight 
from chemotherapy treatments. Tom 
Blackwood had injured his left knee. Jerry 
himself was monitoring his replaced knee 
and two ruptured discs in his back. 
   Some of the men drove long miles for 
the hike. Why?
   “This is a guy who influenced us 
more—or as much as—our fathers,” said 
Blackwood in a follow-up interview.
   Many of Roy Evans’ Scouts went on 
to be successful, contributing members 
of society. Pete Kinch was the mayor of 
Everett and one of the hikers that day. 
George Churchill became a real estate 
broker in Oak Harbor. Doug Shepherd 
travels the world, hiking, and was a 
member of the hiking party too.
   They reached Park Butte Lookout one 
by one that day, ate lunch and waited for 
the moment when Jerry Evans stepped 
into the 14x14 cabin, spread out paper 
towels, and poured a few cups of his 
father’s ashes into the center of them, with 
a rock for weight.
   Jerry walked out onto the porch as the 
mist turned to a weak rain, and looked 
out over the cliff over which the lookout 
seems almost cantilevered. His 11-year-
old grandson, Joseph Peterson, stood 
next to him. Around Jerry’s neck hung 
two wedding rings; he’d lost his wife, 
Linda, just eight months before the hike. 
He remembered the 350 people who had 
shown up for his father’s celebration of 
life. In his mind he could hear his father’s 
voice saying, “Nobody could be more 
proud of their son than I am.”
   Jerry had nothing to say for the former 
scouts watching him. He threw the bundle 
of ashes straight out and watched the 
paper towels open and flutter down. Roy’s 
ashes drifted out and settled into the 
valley below. Tom Blackwood raised his 
bugle and played “Taps.”
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Darrington
Pioneering Today
Apple harvest
By Melissa K. Norris

   There’s something about fall and harvest 
time that resonates deep inside my pioneer 
heart. The trees show off their brightest 
colors, a regal shimmer of deep red and 
gold. Crisp evenings and mornings are 
perfect to wrap fingers around warm mugs. 
This year, late as our season has been, I’m 
still canning the tomatoes. And our apples, 
one of Washington’s biggest crops, are 
ripening and ready.
   There are many ways to preserve apples. 
I’ve already canned six quarts of apple 
pie filling (tutorial and recipe on www.
melissaknorris.com and in my new book, 
Pioneering Today). Applesauce is soon to 
follow. A note on making applesauce: if you 
have a food mill or sieve, no need to peel, 
core and chop apples first. Toss them whole 
in a large pot, cover with water, and boil. 
Drain, press apples through mill or sieve, 
return to pot and add sugar and cinnamon 
if desired. I prefer Gravenstein apples for 
applesauce. I usually don’t have to add any 
sugar or spices.
   If making apple pie filling, you’ll 
want a firm apple. My neighbor shared 
the following tip for checking for apple 
ripeness: Cut it open. If the seeds are black, 
your apple is ripe.
   Apples are easy to dry. I know a few 
folks who even freeze their apple pie filling 
instead of canning. I haven’t tried this 
myself, because I prefer to leave room in my 
deep freezer for foods that don’t can well.
   Apple cider, crisps, caramel, pies, baked 
apples ... there are many delicious ways 
to prepare them. My mom used to make a 
caramel apple dip by whipping together an 
8-oz. package of room temperature cream 
cheese, 1/3 cup brown sugar (or adjust to 
taste), and 1 teaspoon vanilla extract. Dip 
apple wedges and enjoy!

Melissa K. Norris is a Christian fiction 
novelist who lives in Rockport. Find her 
online at www.melissaknorris.com.

Darrington favorite Ella McClure 
celebrated 100 years at a tribute in her 
honor on Aug. 26. She was born Aug. 30, 
1912. Photo by David Fryman.

Briefly ...
   Mansford Grange will host a Harvest 
Festival on Sat., Oct. 13 from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Pumpkins will be provided for kids 
to carve garden critters. Local vendors 
will sell handcrafted items. Fall recipes 
will be available, including winter fun 
recipes for the kids. Be sure to bring a 
zucchini for the Giant Zucchini Hall of 
Fame contest. For more information, call 
Martha at 360.436.2167.
   Gold Nugget Jewelry and Loan has 

closed its upper-floor thrift store for the 
winter, with plans to reopen it in spring 
2013.
   This month’s Darrington Community 
Dance is slated for Sat., Oct. 20, at 
Mansford Grange, located at 1265 
Railroad Rd. in Darrington. The evening 
begins with a 5:30 p.m. potluck, followed 
by dance lessons at 7 p.m. and the dance 
at 7:30. Music by The Onlies, with calling 
by Michael Karcher. Suggested donation 
is $7.
   For more information, call Matthew 
Riggen at 206.402.8646.

Darrington IGA

d.iga@frontier.com

“Hometown Proud”

360.436.01411090 Seeman St. • Darrington
Mon. - Sat.: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Sun. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Locally  
owned by people 

you can trust!

Randy Ashe, Kevin and Sheila Ashe, owners.

   Anyone who lives to be 100 has to put 
up with people asking her how she did it. I 
sat down with Ella McClure and her close 
friend, Rose Fagerberg, in McClure’s 
Darrington home Sept. 18 and decided 
to get that question out of the way. She 
answered with disarming brevity.
   “I didn’t do anything. I just lived.”
   She’s lived, all right. McClure has 
been a practical nurse, assisting with the 
delivery and care of babies. She’s seen 
two world wars and lived through the 
great flu epidemic from 1918–19. She 
witnessed the dust storms that plagued 
the Midwest in the late 1920s and early 
1930s. She watched modes of travel 
evolve from horse and wagon to the space 
age. She was employed to care for four 
children for 27 years.
   The ninth of 11 children, McClure was 
born Aug. 30, 1912, and lived with her 
family in Gas, Kan. She married Elvis 
“Mac” McClure in 1941 and in 1952 they 
traveled west, eventually finding their way 
to Everett, Wash. In 1953 they came to 
Darrington and built their home. McClure 
still lives in that same house.
   The McClures were members of the old 
Pentecostal church, known today as Glad 
Tidings Assembly of God. McClure still 
attends every Sunday.
   She’s known for her work at the church;
specifically, her teaching of children in 
Sunday School. For 45 years she taught 
the community’s youngest citizens, 
shepherding hundreds—possibly thou-
sands—of souls along the straight and 
narrow path.

   “I think a lot of her success comes from 
working with children, because you have 
to be on your toes,” said Fagerberg.
   There’s a reason for her longevity, 
McClure said.
   “Clean living for the Lord. My parents 
were believers and took us to church. My 
grandparents were just clean-living people 
too. Genes have a lot to do with it, but I 
don’t think it has a thing to do with a lot 
of things people think.”
   I asked about her heritage.
   “I’m a tossed salad,” she laughed. 
“English, Irish, German, French, Dutch—
I’m just plain American.”
   And fiercely loyal to products made in 
the U.S. too.
   McClure sits on the edge of her chair, 
engaged in the conversation. You’d think 
she was 60. She has something to say 
about almost every topic:
   Politics: “You listen to the people who 
want to be in office, and when they get 
through, you don’t know anything more 
than you did when they started.”
   Life lessons: “When you grow up in 
a family of 11, if you don’t stand up for 
yourself, you get pushed to the bottom. A 
lot of it is up to you. You can sit down and 
feel sorry for yourself, or you can stand up 
and do what needs to be done.”
   Her generation: “People my age have 
been through the best time—even with the 
two world wars.”
   These days, McClure leads a simple life. 
Reading, church, and “a little cooking” 
occupy her time. “A little this, a little 
that,” she said. She plays games with 

Ramsie Rue pauses at the cement silos in Concrete Sept. 12 before beginning the final 
leg of her journey from Colorado to Bellingham. Rue began her long ride on horseback in 
May 2010, traveling with her dog, Lola, and two Mustangs, one of which she retired and 
the other she had to put down. She rides Babushka—a Morgan—and packs Sweetheart, 
a cross between a Morgan and an Appaloosa.

Long rider reaches 
Rockport after two 
years on the trail
   Art Olson and Christie Fairchild of 
Glacier View Mules in Rockport got an 
interesting phone call last month. Ramsie 
Rue had made it to Darrington, but needed 
new shoes.
   Not for herself. For her horses.
   Rue, 32, was nearing the end of a long 
horseback ride that began just north of 
Fort Collins, Colo., in May 2010. Her 
final destination? Bellingham, where her 
sister lives. Rue had reentered civilization 
via Suiattle River Rd.—soaking wet from 
torrential rains—and had ridden her horses 
“barefoot” for the past 40 miles on gravel 
and paved roads. She was holding her 
breath.
   Why make the trip on horseback? “It’s 
hard to say. We all kind of seek that 
adventure. We all quest for something in 
our lives,” said Rue.
   And the timing was right. Rue is single, 
with no kids and no job. She knew she 
wanted to come to Bellingham to hang out 
with her sister and her new niece. “And 
that morphed into ‘I wonder if I could ride 
my horse there?’” she said.
   The idea kept getting more interesting 
and tantalizing. Rue ended up planning 
and saving money for two years, and then 
saddling up.
   She started with two Mustangs, riding 
one and packing the other. One she had to 
retire because he was too slow. The other 
caught Potomac Horse Fever along the 
Continental Divide Trail in Idaho, and Rue 
had to put her down last year.
   She rode and rode, stopping to work 
when she ran out of money. She was 
a cow puncher. A pack-trip guide. A 
wedding planner. She even started a soup-
delivery service, naming it Glory Bowl 
Soup Company. Her business partner is 
keeping it going.
   And yes—sorry, guys—there’s a man. 
She met him en route, while working 
at Linn Canyon Ranch in Teton Valley, 
Idaho. Rue said she plans to head there 
after visiting her sister.
   Happy trails, Ramsie.

—J. K. M.

In her words: Read Ramsie Rue’s journey 
blog at www.sparrowhorse.blogspot.com.

DABA members learn 
value of volunteering
   On Sep. 19, DABA members enjoyed 
a presentation by Martha Rasmussen on 
how volunteer hours can be as valuable as 
actual cash during grant-funded projects.
   In-kind matching funds is one way 
volunteer hours can generate future 
operating capital in the grant process. 
An in-kind match is a term used in 
philanthropy to describe nonmonetary 
contributions to a funded project. Such 
contributions can include volunteer 
services, equipment, staff time, facility 
use, and other noncash assets. An in-kind 
match requires an organization receiving 
a grant to match the amount of the grant 
with in-kind contributions.
   In-kind contributions also are noncash 
donations provided by nonfederal third 
parties. These can be in the form of real 
property, equipment, supplies, services, 
and other expendable property.
   The basic rule is that matching share 
contributions must be necessary to achieve 
the objectives of the plan, and must share 
the cost of performing the tasks outlined 
in the work plan.
   Rasmussen currently is documenting 
volunteer hours that include more than 
70 hours of Darrington Area Friends 
For Public Use road work, which totals 
$1,525.30 in matching funds.
   “Volunteer hours are like money in the 
bank,” said Rasmussen. “These hours 
show community involvement and support 
for local projects, which can be written 
into several grant forms.”

—Marla Skaglund

neighbors. She calls relatives and friends. 
She maintains her doll collection, which 
got its start decades ago while she worked 
with Yaqui Indians in Arizona.
   Her husband Mac died in 1987, but 
McClure presses on. “She’s a survivor,” 
said Fagerberg.
   McClure smiles. “I go to bed saying, 
‘thank you Lord for this day,’ and I wake 
up saying, ‘thank you Lord for giving me 
another day.’”

—J. K. M.

Birthday girl Ella McClure turns 100

Continue the cycle
Please recycle this newspaper
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NewhalemMarblemount

A waiver and race details will be e-mailed or snail-mailed to you.  
You must return the waiver to Concrete Herald by July 23 to be eligible to race.

The Travel
Guide is
back!
Reach visitors to the  
Upper Skagit Valley by  
advertising in the 2013 
North Cascadian  
Travelers’ Guide.

The Travelers’ Guide will showcase 
the history, plus current activities 
and events for visitors to:
Clear Lake, Sedro-Woolley, Lyman,  
Day Creek, Hamilton, Birdsview, Grasmere, 
Concrete, Rockport, Darrington,  
Marblemount, Newhalem, and Diablo.

Publication Date
May 2013

Circulation: 15,000   Pages: 48

Deadline for ads:
Dec. 31, 2012

Deadline for payment:
Jan. 31, 2013

For more information or to request  
an advertising rate card, send an  

e-mail to editor@concrete-herald.

Call 360.853.8213

Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
National Forest imposes 
fire restrictions
   EVERETT — Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
National Forest banned open campfires 
and smoking effective Sept. 18.
   According to fire officials, a long, 
persistent dry summer created 
dangerously high fire conditions and the 
National Weather Service predicted more 
dry conditions into October.
   Wood and charcoal fires are allowed 
only in developed campgrounds and 
group campgrounds that have established 
concrete or steel-grated fire pits or rings.  
Building and tending open campfires, 
including charcoal briquettes, cooking 
fires, and warming fires is prohibited until 
further notice. Permissible sources for 
cooking or heat include portable stoves 
or lanterns using gas, jellied petroleum, 
or pressurized liquid fuel. Smoking 

is allowed within enclosed vehicles, 
buildings, and developed recreation sites. 
Violators can be fined up to $5,000 and/or 
imprisoned up to six months in jail.
   Northwest Interagency Coordination 
Center provides general fire information.
Report fires to the Washington wildland 
fire hotline at 800.562.6010.

Thousands of 
acres added to 
wilderness area
   WASHINGTON, D.C. — Secretary of 
the Interior Ken Salazar on Sept. 14
administratively added 3,559 acres of
Wilderness to the Stephen Mather Wilder-
ness area, which includes parts of North 
Cascades National Park and Ross Lake 
and Lake Chelan National Recreation 
Areas.
   The Thunder Creek Potential 
Wilderness Area was originally identified 
for designation as Wilderness in the 
Washington Parks Wilderness Act of 1988. 
That law identified the area as Potential 
Wilderness because of its wilderness 
character accompanied by a potential 
nonconforming use because of a potential 
hydropower project on Thunder Creek.
   In this case, City of Seattle was 
exploring the potential for hydropower 
development on Thunder Creek. The 
city has abandoned those plans, and with 
no other uses planned for the area, the 
secretary was able to designate this area 
as Wilderness, as directed by the 1988 
Washington Parks Wilderness Act.  
   Conservation groups applauded the 
action.
   “We welcome this latest wilderness 
designation for Thunder Creek, the first 
within lands managed by the National 
Park Service in 14 years,” said Tom 
Uniack, Conservation Director of 
Washington Wild. “The Park Service 

deserves credit for its patience and due 
diligence in pursuing this potential 
wilderness designation.”
   The Park Service went beyond the 
requirement of recommending a decision 
by the Secretary of the Interior: It worked 
with Seattle City Light to gain concrete 
support for the designation after the 
nonconforming use was eliminated and 
opened up the issue for public comment in 
its recently completed Ross Lake National 
Recreation Area General Management 
Plan.
   The new Wilderness designation will 
continue to allow hunting and fishing, 
activities that currently are allowed within 
the National Recreation Area. Other 
existing uses, such as hiking, camping, 
rafting, horseback riding, and climbing, 
also are permissible in the wilderness area.
   The Washington Parks Wilderness 
Act designated 634,614 acres of the 
North Cascade National Park, Ross Lake 
National Recreation Area, and Lake 
Chelan Recreation Area as the Stephen M. 
Mather Wilderness.
   Also designated in the proposal was 
an additional 5,226 acres of potential 
wilderness that could be administratively 
designated at the direction of the Secretary 
of the Interior, if and when nonconforming 
uses were terminated. The two Potential 
Wilderness areas in the Ross Lake 
National Recreation Area are Thunder 
Creek, which was formally designated 
Sept. 14, and Beaver Creek, which has not 
yet been implemented because of existing 
nonconforming uses.

Statewide poaching and wildlife trafficking 
raids include Marblemount restaurant

Forest Service starts 
Monte Cristo cleanup
 
   The U.S. Forest Service, in consultation 
with Washington Department of Ecology, 
will start cleanup work at the Monte 
Cristo Mining Area (MCMA) on the Mt. 
Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest this 
fall. The cleanup is necessary to address 
threats to human health, the environment, 
and violations of the Clean Water Act 
resulting from historic mining operations 
at Monte Cristo.
   The removal will address hazardous 
substances released from abandoned mine 

facilities and wastes at Monte Cristo that 
present substantial risk to human health 
and the environment. Actual removal 
work is scheduled to begin in 2013 and 
extend into 2014.
   Hazardous mine wastes and soils at the 
site contain very high concentrations of 
arsenic, antimony, and lead, as well as a 
laundry-list of other metals. The Forest 
Service will remove highly contaminated 
waste rock, ore, mill tailings, and 
soil at the ore concentrator site and at 
several mines and related facilities, and 
consolidate that material in a sealed 
repository built in a stable location on-
site.

Several summer 
rescues in 
North Cascades 
National Park
   Search and Rescue (SAR) and National 
Park Service staff fielded a number of 
emergencies within North Cascades 
National Park this summer. Here’s a look 
at some of the situations encountered by 
several visitors to the park.

Climbers in crevasse
   On Sept. 9, park dispatch was notified 
that there were three injured climbers 
on Ruth Mountain, which is just outside 
the park’s northwestern boundary. The 
climbers had fallen into a crevasse in mid-
morning; one managed to climb out on his 
own, reached a location with cell phone 
reception, and dialed 911.
   Whatcom County SAR was notified 
and alerted park dispatch to the situation. 
Rangers accepted a request from the 
sheriff’s office for an agency assist on the 
incident.
   Meanwhile, a ground team of 
Bellingham Mountain Rescue volunteers 
started up the trail toward the mountain. 
Two climbing rangers were transported to 
the scene in a contracted helicopter from 
Darrington-based HiLine Helicopters and 
located the injured climbers. They found 
that a separate climbing party had already 
extricated the remaining two critically 
injured and hypothermic climbers from 
the crevasse. They were separately 
transported from their location on the 
glacier to a lower staging area. Two Airlift 
Northwest medical helicopters landed at 
this staging site, received the patients, 
and flew them to hospitals in Seattle and 
Bellingham. The third party member was 
flown by HiLine to a roadside staging 
area and was met there by an ambulance 
for transport to Bellingham. Bellingham 
Mountain Rescue volunteers assisted by 
retrieving gear left behind by the injured 
party and hiked back out to the trailhead.

Hiker death at backcountry camp
   Colonial Campground staff members 
were contacted by a park visitor just after 
noon on Labor Day and were advised that 

his father had collapsed in the morning 
at their Panther Creek backcountry camp 
and was unresponsive. The son performed 
CPR, but was unable to revive his father.  
He and his 9-year-old daughter then hiked 
out three miles to the trailhead. Rangers 
flew in to investigate and document the 
incident, and transported the deceased out 
of the backcountry.

Fatal motorcycle accident on SR 20
   A 35-year-old motorcyclist was killed 
Sept. 16 in an accident on North Cascades 
Highway east of the Ross Lake Trailhead. 
The traveler was eastbound when he 
failed to negotiate a left-hand curve and 
ran off the highway. Rangers provided 
medical treatment with assistance from 
two medical doctors until the local ALS 
ambulance arrived. The man was declared 
dead at the scene.

SAR team rescues mountaineer
   On Mon., July 16, the park received 
notice of an emergency alert from near the 
northern Picket Range. The beacon alert 
was registered to a man who had a week-
long backcountry permit in the area for a 
party of two.
   Two rangers responded in the park’s 
contracted SAR helicopter to investigate. 
The two climbers with the beacon were 
found by the helicopter team, but at a 
location with no landing site nearby. The 
climbers indicated that they were OK, but 
seemed to gesture another message.
   Gathering more information from the 
park’s Wilderness Information Center, the 
SAR rangers eventually found that a party 
of six had a seriously injured climber in 
a nearby gully. This location also was not 
near a possible helicopter landing site. The 
two rangers and pilot found a staging site 
in the Access Creek basin and from there 
were able to get a ranger to the accident 
site by helicopter. The ranger and patient 
were then transported to the staging site.
   The patient was a 49-year-old man who 
had fallen an estimated 1,200 feet across 
steep snow and rocks down a gully on 
Luna Peak’s east flank. He suffered a head 
injury and extremity fractures. A medical 
helicopter from Airlift NW was brought in 
to fly him to Harborview Medical Center 
in Seattle.

Sources: National Park Service, Christie 
Fairchild.

Not advertising in 
Concrete Herald is like 
winking in the dark*

*You’re the only one who knows
what you’re doing.

Call 360.853.8213 today
to be seen in Concrete Herald,

the Voice of Eastern Skagit County.

   Washington State Dept. of Fish and 
Wildlife police officers served 14 warrants 
statewide Sept. 18, targeting businesses 
and individuals who allegedly were 
involved in poaching and illegally selling 
wild animal parts.
   One of those businesses was a Marble-
mount restaurant, according to DFW’s 
Deputy Chief of Enforcement Mike 
Cenci. Officers confronted the owner, who 
is suspected of buying illegal wild game 
and putting it on the menu.
   “He was moving illegal fish and game 
through his establishment—that was the 
premise for us being there,” said Cenci.
   Cenci added the Marblemount restaurant 
owner had more than one illegal item on 
the menu.
   “My understanding is that there was at 
least one species of fish involved that was 
not allowed to be sold, that was possessed 
in his restaurant, along with other food 
items that were not allowed to be sold. 
I think that discovery was made and it 
involved Dolly Varden trout, potentially 
taken out of the Skagit River.”
   State law forbids the sale of wild game 
meat unless it has been bought from a 
licensed game farm. Washington prohibits 
game farms because of concerns with 
diseases that can be passed to wild game 
populations outside the farms.
   “Other states with legal game farms 
have had some problems in that regard, 
and Washington has been unwilling to 
take that chance,” said Cenci. “If you 
were to buy red deer or elk from New 

Zealand, or deer from Colorado that you 
can prove was received from a lawfully 
licensed entity in another state or country, 
you’re good to go. But our native 
species—meat from big-game animals 
from wild populations—are not allowed 
to be sold.”
   Even hunters operating within established 
seasons must be careful not to sell meat 
from any wild game animal they kill.

A statewide problem
   The DFW raids stretched from Tacoma 
and Skagit County on the western side 
of the state to Yakima and Spokane 
counties on the eastern side. An individual 
described as the ringleader of a poaching 
effort in Tacoma already is in jail on 
13 counts of illegal trafficking of fish, 
wildlife, and closed-season big game.
   “We drop the bad guys when they’re 
out there in the field, stealing wildlife 
with the intent of selling it, but we also go 
into the marketplace and trace backward,” 
said Cenci. “Whether it’s fish, game, or 
shellfish—none of the stuff we’re accusing 
[the Marblemount restaurant owner] of 
moving had a USDA stamp on it.”
   The Marblemount business owner had 
not been charged with a crime at press 
time. Concrete Herald does not publish 
names of businesses or persons accused 
of a crime until they have been formally 
charged.
   Cenci said charges were pending for 
unlawful trafficking of fish and wildlife.

—J. K. M.

1008 Third St. Office: 360-855-1288
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 Fax: 360-855-1868
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Seniors
   “A successful marriage requires 
falling in love many times, 
always with the same person,” 
said Mignon McLaughlin, an 
early American journalist who 
lived to be 70. And that may be 
the difficulty that seniors must 
overcome as they move from 
middle age to their golden years.
   Having that other person hanging 
around is becoming a problem 
for many seniors. How do you go 
to a stag party for the wedding 
celebration of a friend when she 
has to tag along? How do you go to 
the sewing bee when he is carrying 
your spool of thread? Seniors 
who have traditionally depended 
on a loyal mate for their care and 
company have become nearly 
a thing of the past. Seniors will 
increasingly fend for themselves 
rather than live in an unhappy 
relationship.
   Seniors are living longer and 
longer. Many in their 50s and 
60s are reluctant to stay married 
to the same person and face the 
prospect of a decade or more in 
an unhappy eternal bond. During 

the past several years, the divorce 
rate for baby boomers—mostly 
seniors—has surged by more than 
50 percent, while the rest of the 
population has a much lower rate 
of divorce. Of course, it also is true 
that the percentage of seniors who 
have never married is climbing. 
Many seniors are opting out of 
marriage and venturing into the 
world of old age by themselves.
   It’s not easy. Most unmarried 
seniors live alone. And many are 
coming to grips with the problems 
of living alone. Many unmarried or 
recently divorced seniors confront 
economic hardships that couples 
don’t face. Sometimes the income 
just stops after a divorce or a death 
of a partner. Now is the time for 
change, and sitting around isn’t 
going to change things.
   “Do you want to know who 
you are? Don’t ask. Act! Action 
will delineate and define you,” 
said Thomas Jefferson. And most 
seniors want to be defined as 
individuals and responsible people.
   The secret is to try not to think 
about being retired or getting older. 
Occupy, occupy, occupy your mind 
with activities and the company 
of friends. You had friends when 
you were half of a couple, and 
it’s probable those friends are still 
there. But “Keep away from people 
who try to belittle your ambitions. 
Small people always do that, but 
the really great make you feel that 
you, too, can become great,” said 
Mark Twain.
   People—especially seniors—are 
living longer these days, so make 
the best of the time ahead, even as 
a single senior.

Patrick M. Kennedy is the author
of Being a Senior Citizen. Find it 
at www.funwithretirement.com.

Inn at Marblemount, owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. Ernie Green, was gutted 
by fire Wednesday night. The blaze 
appeared to have started from a 
short circuit in the wiring, as most 
of the lights in the tavern were 
found to have been burned out 
from an overload.
   The Log Cabin Inn gets its 
name from its construction: It is 
a square-hewn log cabin from the 
early days in the Marblemount 
area. The timbers were hewn for 
the cabin about 70 years ago at a 
spot below Marblemount, but the 
cabin was never finished. Later, the 
material was moved to its present 
location and for many years the 
cabin served as an inn, general 
store, and tavern for Marblemount.
   Oct. 29, 1952: Mrs. Earl 
Robertson and Mrs. Jack Williams 
were considered the luckiest 
women in town this week after 
having lived through one of the 
most frightening wrecks in many 
years.
   The two had been hunting on 
Baker Lake Rd. Friday when 
they met a logging truck on the 
narrow highway cut into the rock 
cliff just south of Koma Kulshan. 
Their coupe was pulled over to the 
outside edge of the road to let the 
truck pass. When the car started 
to move on, the side of the road 
suddenly gave way and the car 
rolled over the cliff.
   The coupe dropped about 10 
feet, then rolled down the steep 
rock slide for about 100 feet before 
stopping. Mrs. Robertson was 
thrown from the car during its roll, 
but Mrs. Williams stayed in the 
car. She climbed out, bruised and 
cut, and found Mrs. Robertson, 
also badly bruised but not seriously 

80 years ago
   Oct. 20, 1932: Mr. Markle, 
a sailor from the battleship 
California, was lost in the wilds 
of the upper Phinney Creek region 
for three days last week, and as 
the searching parties were ready 
to abandon hope of find him alive, 
he walked into the Sauk Ranger 
Station, uninjured, but hungry and 
exhausted.
   Markle, accompanied by two 
men from Sedro-Woolley, had 
been hunting deer and had almost 
reached the Sauk Prairie district.

70 years ago
   Oct. 8, 1942: Productive mining 
at the Glacier Peak mine, in the 
Glacier Peak district 12 miles east 
of the end of Suiattle Rd., is now 
under way.
   For several years the M. A. 
Hanna Co. of Ohio had been 
conducting extensive core drilling, 
tunneling, and sampling on the 
property and are now satisfied that 
the richness and extent of the ore 
body is worth developing.
   Experts from the Federal Bureau 
of Mines have inspected the 
property and have confirmed the 
existence of copper, molybdenum, 
and 10 other minerals.
  Preliminary work will include 
12 miles of road from the end of 
the present U.S. Forest Service 
road. The ore will be trucked out 
to the Northern Pacific railroad at 
Darrington.

60 years ago
   Oct. 23, 1952: The Log Cabin 

Coffee Break
Seniors with seniors
By Patrick Kennedy

Concrete Center
October 2012

Activities
New hours effective Oct. 1:

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunch served Mon. – Fri., noon

Mondays
   10 a.m.     Beginning quilting
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   10 a.m.     Men’s group
   11:30 a.m.    Couponing
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Tuesdays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   10 a.m.     Dominoes
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Wednesdays
   10 a.m.     Advanced quilting
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   10:30 a.m.    Blood pressure checks:
        Oct. 10
   11 a.m.     Advisory Board mtg.:
        Oct. 10
   12:30 p.m.    Bingo: Oct. 10 and 31
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Thursdays
   10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Foot care by appt.
   10 a.m.     Wii Sports play
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Fridays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzle
   10 a.m.     Movie (viewers’ choice)
   12:30 p.m.    Dominoes

Coming events*
10/3 Flu shots, noon – 1 p.m.
10/6 Biscuits and gravy breakfast, $5
    8 – 11 a.m.
10/2, 9, 16   Diabetes Ed. Class, 10 a.m.
10/22 MOW Drivers Refresher Course
    1 p.m.
10/25 Medicare Open Enrollment
    12:30 p.m.
10/25 Foot care by appt.
10/31 Halloween Party and Bingo
    12:30 p.m.
*Details published in October newsletter.

Being a Senior Citizen

Order your copy of
Patrick M. Kennedy’s book

http://funwithretirement.com/BeingSenior.htm
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Today!
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Way Back, cont. from p. 28

hurt. Both women managed to get 
up to the road and were brought to 
town for treatment.
   As a climax to the car’s smashing 
ride, a dislodged snag fell on it 
after it came to rest. The car was 
torn and smashed from one end to 
the other. It has been a “believe it 
or not” display at the Peterson car 
lot all week.

50 years ago
   Oct. 18, 1962: It seems it rains 
enough in the Upper Skagit 
Valley, but the state doesn’t think 
so. In order to provide more 
moisture (snow or rain) for power 
production through the City 
Light dams, the state Dept. of 
Conservation and Development 
soon will begin a five-month rain-
making test in the wilderness area 
of the Upper Skagit River basin.
   An attempt will be made to 
“seed” clouds with silver iodide 
particles to provide rainfall. 
Ground-based generators and 
balloons will be used to get the 
particles into each passing storm. 
The results will be measured in the 
runoff of the Skagit River.

40 years ago
   Oct. 19, 1972: Some 790,000 
vehicles were counted on SR 
20 near Marblemount during 
September, a 400 percent increase 
over the same month in 1971, 
Senator Lowell Peterson reported 
this week.

30 years ago
   Oct. 14, 1982: Pastor John 
Tomei announced Sunday that 
he has accepted a call to Bethel 
Evangelical Free Church on 
Vashon Island.
   Tomei submitted his resignation 
as minister at Community Bible 
Church in Concrete, a position he 
has held since January 1977. He 
will remain with the church while a 
search is made for his replacement.

   My mother told me to dip soup away from me in the bowl. Well, 
doesn’t every kid question her mother? Of course. What difference did it 
make—toward one or away from one? The difference is that if you dip 
toward you, it will dribble down your chin as it is already at the rim of 
the spoon. Dip away from you and it will not run toward the rim of the 
spoon before you get it to your mouth.
   Maybe good manners isn’t all a matter of “putting on airs,” but just 
good common sense.

   Thousands of years ago, men found a profound use for their strength.  
Women’s usefulness has remained the same: producing offspring. When 
wild animals had to be held at bay, the strength of men stood between the 
animal and his family. Women did as usual: produced offspring.
   Fast forward:  Wild animals are now not a threat, so to what use are we 
to put this male strength? Dr. Phil is quoted as saying to men: “You never 
put your hands on women in anger.”
   It would seem that whatever required brawn now seems to be delegated 
to a machine. It would appear that brawn is pretty much retired as useful. 
So what do we do with this no-longer-useful brawn? Golf? Basketball?

   There are three words out there to contemplate: the God particle. 
Evidently it wonders who created God.

An occasional comment
By Jeanne Malbrain
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Aug. 3
   Deputies were called to the area of 
Walberg Rd. and the South Skagit 
Highway in Day Creek for three 
individuals that appeared “scruffy,” with 
one carrying a shotgun. Deputies were 
able to make contact with the individuals; 
they said they were out hiking and also 
had a hunting license.
Aug. 4
   A resident in the 41000 block of South 
Shore Dr. in Cape Horn reported that his 
vacation home had been entered sometime 
during the previous 24 hours. Binoculars 
were taken. His shed was also entered. 
Deputies searched for evidence and are 
continuing their investigation.
   Deputies contacted a father and son at 
United General Hospital after they had 
sustained injuries because of an accident 
on their quads at the Cascade River Park 
near Marblemount. They were next to 
each other when the wheels came into 
contact causing one of the quads to flip 
and the other to go off the road. Their 
injuries were not life threatening and the 
accident occurred on private property. No 
charges were filed.
Aug. 6
   A resident in the 52000 block of 
Railroad Ave. in Rockport reported a theft 
of a generator from her property. She said 
she heard a metal clanking noise at 2 a.m. 
She went outside and didn’t see anything, 
but discovered her generator was gone. 
Deputies have a suspect and are following 
up. No arrest at this time.
Aug. 7
   A female reported being assaulted by 
her ex-boyfriend in the Marblemount area. 
She said he told her he was going to kill 
her and hit her with an object and dragged 
her across the property. She was able 
to escape and call the Sheriff’s Office. 
Deputies photographed many bruises on 
her body. It was discovered that there 
was a valid no-contact order keeping the 
suspect away from the female. He was 
later contacted in Rockport and arrested. 
He reported being beat up by another male 
in the Rockport area and denied assaulting 
the female. He was taken to the hospital to 
be checked out and then booked into jail.
Aug. 8
   Residents in the Grip Rd., Prairie Rd., 
Mosier Rd., and Hoehn Rd. areas near 
Sedro-Woolley awoke this morning to 
discover their vehicles had been entered 
and items stolen. Deputies investigated 

Skagit County Sheriff’s Office

Blotter

Worship directory

14 different vehicle prowls. With the 
assistance of the Sedro-Woolley Police 
Dept., the suspects were located and 
arrested for most of the crimes. Much of 
the stolen property was recovered within 
a week.
   Deputies responded to a family fight in 
the 31000 block of SR 20 near Lyman. 
It was discovered that the male had 
been bitten several times by his wife. 
There had been an argument over his 
whereabouts earlier in the day. The female 
also had damaged the truck as the male 
was leaving. The female was located 
walking in Lyman. She was arrested and 
booked into jail for assault and malicious 
mischief.
   A business on Main St. in Concrete 
reported a piece of jewelry taken 
sometime during the day. The pendant 
taken was valued near $100. Deputies are 
following up leads. No arrests at this time.
Aug. 10
   A caller in the 900 block of Columbia 
Way in Sedro-Woolley reported finding 
numerous items including a safe, guitars, 
Xbox, and miscellaneous items near 
his house. It was determined that these 
items were taken from the 9500 block of 
Whatcom Ln. Suspects have been located 
and charges are pending.
   A male caller from the 11000 block of 
Panorama Rd. near Clear Lake reported 
that he had been assaulted by a known 
associate. The caller was able to escape, 
but had to back into a truck to leave. The 
suspect was contacted, but said he did 
not touch the other person; in fact, the 
other person tried to run him over and hit 
his truck. The only witness was a female 
at the house, but she had warrants and 
wasn’t available to talk. No charges have 
been filed.
   Deputies investigated a burglary in the 
47000 block of SR 20 near Concrete. 
At least nine guns were taken from this 
residence. The burglary had occurred 
between 8:30 a.m. and 1:50 p.m. that 
day. Deputies were able to obtain some 
evidence, and possible suspects have been 
named. Investigation is ongoing.
Aug. 12
   A fight was reported on Main St. in 
Concrete near the laundromat. Two young 
males had a disagreement and the father 
of one of the boys intervened. No assault 
occurred and all parties were counseled by 
the deputy. No arrests were made.
   Deputies were called to Sauk Mountain 
to help four hikers. One hiker had fallen 
near Sauk Lake and hit his head on a rock 
and possibly fractured his leg. A helicopter 
from the Snohomish County Sheriff’s 
Office was called and they eventually air-
lifted the injured hiker to safety.

Assembly of God
Concrete Assembly of God
45734 Main St., Concrete; 853.8042
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Tue.: Men’s meeting, 8:30 a.m.
Wed.: Adult Bible study, 6 p.m.
Thur.: Women’s Bible study, 6:30 p.m.
Bruce Martin, pastor

North Cascade Community Church
59850 SR 20, Marblemount
360.873.2504 // www.mmag.net
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wed.: Teen Connection, 6 p.m.
           Women’s Ministry, 2 p.m. (2nd, 4th, 
          and 5th Wed.)
Thur.: Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m.
Dave Nichols, pastor
E-mail: pastordave@fastmail.fm

Baptist
First Baptist Church
12732 Hemlock St., Clear Lake
360.856.2767
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wed.: 7 p.m.
John Batts, pastor
E-mail: pastorjohn@firstbaptistclearlake.com

Hamilton First Baptist Church
797 Hamilton Cemetery Rd. at SR 20
Office: 360.826.3307
Sunday School: 9:40 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Ron Edwards, pastor

Lyman Baptist Church
31441 W. Main St., Lyman
Office: 360.826.3287
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Catholic
St. Catherine Mission Church
45603 Limestone St., Concrete
Mail: 719 Ferry St., Sedro-Woolley
Office: 360.855.0077
Weekday hours: 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Sat. Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Father Martin Bourke, pastor
www.svcc.us/scm

Covenant
Community Covenant Church
12605 Highway 9, Clear Lake
360.856.1023 // covenant@wavecable.com
www.clearlakecov.org
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Call for weekly youth group/Bible studies
Tim Hedberg, pastor

Free Methodist
Day Creek Chapel
31438 S. Skagit Hwy, Sedro-Woolley
Office 360.826.3696
Rick Miles, pastor
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Tue.: Women’s Bible study, 9:30 a.m.
Thur.: Bible study at Mt. Vernon Manor, 
6:45 p.m.
Fri.: Dinner/Bible study at Miles’ 6:30 p.m.

Methodist
Central United Methodist Church
1013 Polke Rd., Sedro-Woolley
360.856.6412 / centralumcsw@yahoo.com
www.gbgm-umc.org/cumc-sedrowolley
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.
Marilyn Kallshian, pastor

Presbyterian
Mount Baker Presbyterian Church
45705 Main St., P.O. Box 246, Concrete
Church 853.8585; office 595.0446
www.mtbakerpresbyterian.synodnw.org
Sun. worship: 9 a.m.
Tom Ross, pastor

Lutheran
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
46372 Main St., Concrete / 853.8814
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Marcus Stroud, pastor

Nondenominational
Agape Fellowship
Meets at Mount Baker Presbyterian,
45705 Main St., Concrete
Second and fourth Weds., 7 p.m.
360.708.4764
Dolores Elliott, pastor

Community Bible Church
45672 Limestone, Concrete; 853.8511
E-mail: cbcofconcrete@earthlink.net
Sun. School: 9 a.m.; Worship Svc: 10 a.m.
Childcare/Children’s Ministries at both
Contact church for other ministries
Rob Thomas, pastor

Rockport Christ the King Comm. Church
11982 Martin Rd., Rockport, WA 98283
Church office: 853.8746
Pre-service fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. service: 10 a.m.
Sun. eve. Bible study: 5 p.m.

See Sheriff’s Blotter, p. 33

Obituaries online
   Obituaries published in Concrete 
Herald from May 2009 to present are posted 
online at: 
   www.concrete-herald.com/obituaries
   For more information, call 360.853.8213 or 
e-mail editor@concrete-herald.com.

   Deputies were called to the Cascade 
River Park near Marblemount for an 
assault victim. A male had been beaten by 
his girlfriend’s father. He’d been hit in the 
face several times and suffered injuries. 
Deputies contacted the suspect and 
arrested him for the assault. He told them 
he was just trying to calm the other male 
down. Both were heavily intoxicated.
Aug. 13
   A fire was reported at the Hamilton 
Community Food Bank in Hamilton. 
There were numerous elements that led 
investigators to believe that this fire could 
have been intentionally set. Investigation 
continues; however, no charges have been 
filed. There are suspects.
Aug. 15
   A fight was reported in the Lake Tyee area. 
Deputies contacted a male who had a cut on 
his finger. He was having an argument with 
a female and it wasn’t clear how he got cut. 
Deputies determined he was the primary 
aggressor; he was taken to jail.
   Deputies investigated a motor vehicle 
accident 17 miles up Cascade River Rd. 
near Marblemount. One of the drivers was 
already being transported to the hospital. 
Deputies could smell a strong odor of 
drugs in the car, which was later towed 
to the Sheriff’s Office and searched after 
obtaining a search warrant. The driver was 
contacted at the hospital by a Washington 
State Patrol trooper. He was later arrested 
for DUI. The search uncovered two 
different types of drugs.
Aug. 25
   Deputies were dispatched to the 41000 
block of Cape Horn Dr. near Concrete for 
a possible burglary. They were told that a 
female and male were near some trailers 
that didn’t belong to them. Deputies 
were able to contact the male and female 
suspects. They could not determine if they 
actually committed the burglary, but the 
male gave a false name. His real name 
indicated several warrants for his arrest. 
He was booked into jail on the warrants.
   A male Concrete caller reported a 
female continually harassing him and he 
wanted her to stop. Deputies investigated 
and learned that the female suspect was at 
a location in the 7000 block of Mill Ave. in 
violation of a no-contact order with another 
female as the protected person. Deputies 
located the female inside the residence and 
booked her into jail for the violation.
Aug. 26
   A male caller in the 36000 block of 
Cape Horn Rd. near Hamilton called to 
report that he had just been assaulted 
by another male subject over a property 
dispute. Both males were contacted and 
both had different stories. There were no 
witnesses to the altercation. No arrests 

have been made.
Aug. 27
   Two adult males were target practicing 
at the shooting pit off of Medford Rd. near 
Lyman when they found a large piece of 
glass that they thought was bulletproof. 
When they shot it with a shotgun, the 
pellets from the shotgun shell ricocheted 
off the glass and struck them in the face 
and arms. They were not seriously injured.
   A business in the 38000 block of SR 
20 in Birdsview called to report a break-
in overnight. Some cash was taken and 
the phone lines were cut. Deputies had 
contacted a suspicious vehicle in that 
area at 4:30 a.m. and talked to the male 
driver, who said he was camping in the 
Baker Lake area, but didn’t have a good 
explanation for why he was parked in 
that location. It was later discovered the 
business had been entered. Deputies are 
following up the case.
Sept. 1
   A female caller in the 9000 block of 

   When you think about the apostle Paul, 
what do you think? Do you think of a 
great man, a brave man, a pioneering 
man? He carried the story of Jesus to 
places in Turkey, Macedonia, Greece, and  
Rome, to use present-day place names.
   You may think of him as a harsh man. 
He probably was a man to be reckoned 
with. How else could he have written 
in his letters powerful sentences like 
Galatians 3:1–5, “O foolish Galatians! 
… Having started with the Spirit, are 
you now ending with the flesh?” On the 
other hand, he also wrote the famous 
love chapter in 1 Corinthians 13, and the 
comforting Romans 8:28: “We know that 
all things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according 
to his purpose” (NRSV).
   Paul accomplished much, some of it 
at great cost and personal suffering. He 
loves to list things, and in 2 Corinthians 
11:21–29 he reports that he more than 
once suffered beatings, imprisonment, 
shipwreck, stoning, danger, sleeplessness, 
and hunger for the sake of Jesus. 
Which was harder for him to deal with, 
his physical suffering or his spiritual 
suffering?
   While you might recognize his physical 

Sunday School lesson
Overcoming addictions
By Tom Ross

suffering, spiritual suffering is a kind of 
suffering you might not connect with a 
person like Paul. In Romans 7:14–20, 
Paul admits an inner spiritual struggle: “I 
do not understand my own actions. For I 
do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate.” He does not name what he 
was struggling with, but it could have 
been anger management, workaholism, 
or covetousness. In our time, would he 
have struggled with family dysfunction, 
alcohol, or drug abuse? Whatever it was, 
something had a grip on Paul.
   Fast forward to the 1960s. Michael 
Dye was a hippie, a seeker of spiritual 
fulfillment, a world traveler. He tried 
alcohol, drugs, and many religions to fill 
the empty place in his life. He returned to 
California still seeking because nothing 
had worked. One night he said, “Jesus, if 
you are real, I need your help.” Not a very 
fancy a prayer. The next morning his wife, 
Cathy, said, “What happened to you? You 
are different.”
   The Dyes began to work in rest homes 
with senior citizens. They progressed to 
residential rehab programs. The other drug 
counselors in Santa Barbara sent their 
repeat clients to the Dyes. They listened 
to how clients described their experience 
of sobriety and relapse. They studied the 
brain chemistry of addiction. They asked 
questions, questions, questions. After 
years of experience and little classroom 
study, they developed a method that 
provides tools for preventing relapse in 

about 80 percent of their clients. Since 
their process is nonjudgmental, relapse 
itself is a tool to fight relapse. 
   Out of individual and group work came 
the Genesis Process Relapse Prevention 
Training, which the Dyes taught in Mount 
Vernon during a week in August. I was 
excited to take the training because I 
know there are many people in the Upper 
Skagit who are caught up in addictions. 
Also, my friends at Faith House in Mount 
Vernon have counseled 13 women since 
they opened a “clean and sober house” last 
year. The women are getting their lives 
and families together, and discovering the 
joy of health and recovery. At times it’s a 
complicated journey, but God is present 
even in the midst of mistakes. Because 
these people and more whom I met at the 
training were empowered by the Genesis 
Process, I believe it can and will make 
a difference in the lives of people in the 
Upper Skagit.
   I am looking for five or six men who 
would like to give a once-a-week Change 
Group a try. Interested men may contact 
Mount Baker Presbyterian at P.O. Box 
246, Concrete, WA 98237, 360.853.8585, 
or mbpc1908@frontier.com.

Tom Ross is pastor of Mount Baker 
Presbyterian Church in Concrete.

Worth repeating
   “It is right, therefore, that we not 
just be called Christians, but that we 
actually be Christians.”
   “Christianity is greatest when it is 
hated by the world.”
   “Flee from wicked practices; better 
yet, preach a sermon about them.”
   “Please pray for me, that I may have 
both spiritual and physical strength 
to perform my duties; that I may not 
only speak the truth but become the 
truth; that I may not only be called a 
Christian, but also live like a Christian. 
I do not want people to look to me as an 
example, for at best I can only be a pale 
reflection of Christ Jesus; let people 
look away from the reflection and turn 
to the reality. Christianity is not a matter 
of persuading people of particular ideas, 
but of inviting them to share in the 
greatness of Christ. So pray that I may 
never fall into the trap of impressing 
people with clever speech, but instead 
I may learn to speak with humility, 
desiring only to impress people with 
Christ himself.”

—Ignatius of Antioch

Level 3 Sex Offender
NOTIFICATION

   The Skagit County Sheriff has released 
the following information pursuant to 
RCW 4.24.550 and the Washington 
State Supreme Court decision in State v. 
Ward, which authorizes law enforcement 
agencies to inform the public of a sex or 
kidnap offender’s presence.
   Mansanerez, 
Damien James
   Age: 22
   Race: W   Sex: M
   Height: 5’ 5”
   Weight: 147
   Hair: Brown
   Eyes: Brown
   Address: 266xx Old 
Day Creek Rd., Clear 
Lake
   Mansanerez was convicted of second-
degree child molestation against a 
13-year-old female victim who was 
known to him. He also has a prior juvenile 
conviction of a sexual offense against a 
known 7-year-old male when Mansanerez 
was 15.
   Mansanerez is not wanted by the 
police at this time. Citizen abuse of this 
information to threaten, intimidate, or 
harass registered sex or kidnap offenders 
is a punishable offense and also will result 
in the removal of the online notification 
resource.

Source: Skagit County Sheriff

New group forms 
for worship
   A new church has formed in Concrete. 
Agape Fellowship began in September 
and meets the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each month at Mount 
Baker Presbyterian Church, located at 
45705 Main St. in Concrete.
   Pastored by United Methodist Pastor 
Dolores Elliott, the fellowship invites 
those interested for “spiritual care, 
study, and worship,” Elliott wrote in 
an e-mail to Concrete Herald. “All 
people are welcome to come and receive 
unconditional acceptance. Study and 
worship are presented in a personal and 
interactive manner.”
   For more information, call 
360.708.4764.
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B u s i n e s s  d i r e c t o r y
Auto/Equipment repair

Clear Lake Heavy Equipment Repair
12785 State Route 9, Clear Lake
360.856.9004
Maintenance and Repair of Cars/Pick-ups
Excavators/Dump Trucks and more!
Roadside Service Available

Bookkeeping
UpRiver Bookkeeping Services
360.853.7667 or 360.708.9761
upriver21@hotmail.com
Reasonable rates
Payroll services to full-charge bookkeeping

Brew pubs
Birdsview Brewing Co.
Fresh micro beer brewed on our premises
Great food! Family friendly!
Open Tuesdays through Sundays
38302 State Route 20, Birdsview
360.826.3406 / www.birdsviewbrewingco.com

Consignment Shops
New 2 You
Resale clothing and accessories
50/50 split paid as in-store credit
Wed. to Sat., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
44942 State Route 20, Concrete
360.853.5911

Construction
Don Payne’s Backhoe Services
Extensive experience, reasonable rates
Trenching for electrical and plumbing lines, 
site preparation, road- and lot-clearing
360.853.7838 / 770.0178 / #PAYNE*066BC
dpaynes2001@yahoo.com

Insurance
Farmers Insurance
Notary Public
45905 Main Street, Concrete
CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOW RATES!!
PLEASE CALL FOR QUOTE
360.333.8851

Lodging
Ovenell’s Heritage Inn/Double O Ranch
Fully equipped log cabins; AAA; 580-acre 
cattle ranch; all-natural, grain-fed beef;
special events; getaways; local discounts; and 
wildlife! See our views of Mount Baker!
360.853.8494 / www.ovenells-inn.com

Restaurants
Buffalo Run Restaurant
Exotic meats and all-American favorites!
Friday through Sunday
11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
60084 State Route 20, Marblemount
360.873.2103

Cascade Burgers
45292 State Route 20, Concrete
Featuring great burgers, fries, and milkshakes 
in a 1950s, family-style atmosphere!
OPEN DAILY: 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Ask about our daily specials!  360.853.7580

Donald K. Moore Construction
Dump truck / Sand / Gravel / Topsoil
Complete excavation and lots, to acreage
cleared / log loads, underground utilities avail.
Licensed, bonded, and insured
360.853.8525 / Reg. #DONALKMO15KE

Farm and estate sales
Salmagundi Farms / George A. Lloyd
We buy, sell, trade; consignment or cash paid
35 yrs. sales experience
Licensed, bonded, & insured
360.678.5888
SALES EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

Gifts
All Valley Storage & Gifts
31687 SR 20, Ste. 102, Lyman/Sedro-Woolley
Our prices can’t be beat! Beanpod candles, 
home/garden items, decorating ideas, more!
360.826.6001 / allvalleystorageinc@live.com
Online: www.allvalleystorageinc.com

Matty’s on Main
45905 Main Street, Concrete
UNIQUE & ANTIQUE / JEWELRY & PAWN
Fall Special: 20% off!
NEW INVENTORY WEEKLY
360.333.8851

Hair salons
Hair Fitness
Complete family hair care, specializing in:
PERMS / COLOR & CUTS / WAXING
More than 25 years’ experience!
Call Kathy Monrad and Becki Hoover for appt
360.853.8684

To add your business to this directory, call 360.853.8213 
or e-mail ads@concrete-herald.com

Perks Espresso & Deli
Full breakfast, espresso, sub sandwiches, 
drive-thru and take-out. Find us on Facebook.
M–F, 5 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sa.– Su. 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
44586 SR 20, Concrete
360.853.9006

The Washington Cafe and Bakery
Fresh salmon, fish-and-chips; prime rib on Fri. 
nights. Donate to Concrete Theatre here!
Summer hours: Thur. – Mon., 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
45938 Main St., Concrete // 360.853.7723
washingtongrillnbakery@gmail.com

Self-storage
Concrete Self-storage
Located on Fir Street, Concrete
Heated and nonheated, security surveillance, 
coded entry, 4x5 to 15x32 units, locks for sale. 
Customer service is our top priority!
360.853.8100/concreteselfstorageinc@live.com

Towing services
Dave’s Towing 360.853.7433, Concrete, WA
Cash for clunkers, towing and extractions, 
abandoned vehicle removal, lockouts, fuel 
delivery. Credit cards and insurance accepted. 
Discounts for locals.
360.853.7433 or 360.770.6705

Rogers Towing
Fast, friendly, affordable service.
24/7 towing, lock-outs,
damage-free flatbed plus wheel-lift towing.
Credit cards accepted.
360.826.5514

Health
Sheriff’s Blotter, cont. from p. 31

Brier Ln. in Sedro-Woolley reported 
a domestic dispute with her live-in 
boyfriend. She had fled the area in her 
car after he had poured gas on her and 
threatened to light her on fire. Deputies 
investigated and located evidence at the 
residence. The male was arrested and 
booked into jail.
   Deputies were dispatched to a burglary 
that occurred in the 11000 block of 
Morford Rd. near Clear Lake. The 
male caller said that sometime during 
the morning, a screen had been pried 
off of his shop window and someone 
had entered the shop. He did not locate 
anything missing. Deputies are following 
up leads.
   A concerned neighbor in the 8000 
block of Lyman Ave. in Lyman called to 
report seeing two people with flashlights 
walking around his neighbor’s house 
rummaging through things. When the 
deputy arrived, the neighbor pointed to the 
area of the prowlers. Deputies located a 

male with a flashlight who refused to stop 
and would not cooperate. The male shined 
the flashlight in the deputy’s eyes. The 
suspect continued to disobey orders from 
the deputy and was taken into custody and 
booked into jail for a warrant.
Sept. 3
   Deputies responded to an accident on 
Baker Lake Rd. approximately eight 
miles north of SR 20 at Birdsview. Upon 
arrival they learned it was a rollover and 
the driver was injured. The driver was 
uncooperative and refused any treatment. 
He smelled highly of intoxicants. He was 
eventually transported to the hospital and 
was met there by a deputy who processed 
him for DUI. He was not seriously 
injured.
Sept. 4
   Neighbors in the 31000 block of 
Walberg Rd. in Day Creek called to report 
ongoing barking dogs in that area that 
deputies have been to several times. The 
dogs barked continuously for 30 minutes 
as the deputy sat in the area. The dog 
owners already have been warned and 

cited in the past. Deputies issued a citation 
to the dog owners in violation of the 
county noise ordinance.
Sept. 5
   A fight was reported by the mother 
of a 13-year-old female. The fight had 
occurred on a school bus on the way 
home from school in the Hamilton area. 
The female was punched several times 
by another female. Deputies investigated 
and are referring the female suspect for 
assault. No injuries were reported.
Sept. 2
   A resident in the 15000 block of SR 530 
near Rockport reported a burglary to his 
residence while he was away for one hour. 
When he returned, he noticed a milk crate 
under a window with a screen off, and 
his computer that sat next to the window 
was gone. Deputies did not locate any 
evidence, but are following up leads.
Sept. 9
   Deputies were dispatched to a fight in 
the 24000 block of Martin Rd. near Sedro-
Woolley. They contacted the homeowner, 
who stated that several subjects known 

to him came there to retrieve a truck that 
belonged to them. An altercation occurred 
and a warning shot was fired from a gun 
into the ground. The fight stemmed from 
an argument that occurred at a bar in 
Lyman. All parties were located and told 
to stay away from each other. No arrests 
were made.
Sept. 11
   A female in the 46000 block of Baker 
Loop Rd. near Concrete reported being 
assaulted by her boyfriend. Deputies 
investigated and learned that the male and 
female were arguing over property in their 
home. At one point the female was pushed 
and kicked. The male was arrested for 
assault and two outstanding warrants for 
his arrest. He was booked into jail.
Sept. 12
   Deputies responded to the mainline 
of Crown Pacific near Hamilton for 
someone cutting and stealing wiring 
from a job site. A wiring harness was cut 
and approximately 30 feet was taken. 
Evidence was located at the job site. 
Deputies are still investigating.

When heating your 
home, stay safe
   With October’s arrival comes outside 
temperatures that make most of us turn up 
the thermostat. Many Upper Skagit Valley 
residents, however, use other methods to 
warm their homes.
   One of the more common methods 
is a fireplace or wood stove. Used and 
maintained appropriately, these can be 
wonderful amenities in the home. But 
great care must be taken when storing and 
disposing of the ashes left over after their 
use.
  According to the National Fire Protection 
Agency, almost 10,000 house fires are 
caused annually because of improperly 
discarded ashes. Don’t let your home 
become a statistic.

Safe storage
   When cleaning out your fireplace or 
wood stove, place all ashes and coals 

into a metal container with a tight-fitting 
lid, which prevents air movement from 
disturbing the ashes and exposing coals. 
Never store ashes in any combustible 
container, such as plastic, paper, or 
cardboard.
   For optimum safety, wet the wood ashes 
prior to attaching the metal lid to the metal 
container. Do not store your metal ash 
container on your deck, in your garage, 
or in any location that may allow heat to 
transfer from those hot coals to nearby 
flammable items.
   Think they’ve cooled off? Bear in 
mind that coals, hidden in a pile of ashes 
and thus well insulated, can stay hot for 
weeks. Ancient man actually transported 
fire by carrying hot coals, insulated by 
ashes and wrapped in animal skins, from 
one location to another. When arriving 
at the next home site, he’d remove the 
still-hot coal, place it on a small pile of 
leaves and twigs, blow on it, and voila. 
Unfortunately, fires are still started this 
way—accidentally.

Proper disposal
   When discussing ash disposal, the list of 
“dont’s” is long.
• Never dump ashes into the woods.

Never store ashes on a wood deck, 
near leaves, or near a wood pile.

• Never dump ashes on beauty bark or 
other landscaping material, especially 
if it touches the exterior of your 
home. Never dump ashes on any kind 
of vegetation; bare dirt is best.

• Never dump ashes on your compost 
heap—even in rainy weather.

   In the Pacific Northwest, a good 
approach is to put your bucket of ashes 
outside on bare dirt and away from 
flammable material of any kind, with the 
lid off, and let them sit in the rain for at 
least four days.
   After the ashes are soaked, spread them 
out on the dirt and dig them in. An open 
garden plot is a good place to dispose of 
wood ashes; you’ll be doing your soil a 
favor too by adding them.

—J. K. M.

Chief’s 
corner
By Skagit County 
Sheriff Chief of Field 
Services Chad Clark

   It’s hard to believe that summer is 
now officially over and we are talking 
about Halloween, an exciting time for 
kids and adults. Every year kids dress 
up in their favorite costume and adults 
leave their porch lights on, welcoming 
the young trick-or-treaters for candy. 
The Sheriff’s Office wants all kids and 
adults to have a safe and fun Halloween.
   There are some concerns that we have 
every year for the kids walking around 
the neighborhoods.
• It is dark when the festivities begin 

and usually cold.
• Not wearing reflective clothing.
• Not walking in a group, keeping 

track of each other.
• Kids darting in and out of the 

streets.
   Because it is dark when the kids are 
out, use caution when driving in the 
areas that have high concentrations of 
kids. Some costumes are dark-colored 
and very hard to see. We recommend 
that all kids wear either reflective 
clothing or use glow sticks as part of 
their costume. Don’t let your kids walk 
alone after dark. Always use caution 
when choosing which neighborhoods 
you take your kids trick-or-treating. You 
should be familiar with the area yourself 
before you pick a neighborhood. If you 
drop your kids off on an unknown block 
and wait for them to come back, they 
may get turned around and not find their 
way back to you if they are not familiar 
with the area.
   Glow sticks come in various colors 
and make a fun addition to your child’s 
costume. Be creative and experiment 
with the glow sticks to make your child 
very visible. It is fun to have a friendly 
competition between families to see 
who can make the coolest glow stick 
costume.
   The brighter your child’s costume is, 
the safer they will be.

Chad Clark is Chief of Field Services 
for the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office.
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        Pizza!
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This home near Concrete burned last year after wood stove ashes were improperly 
stored in a plastic bucket on the porch. Leftover coals and ashes always should be 
stored in a metal container with a metal lid and placed on a noncombustible surface 
such as bare dirt. Submitted photo.
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Burlington
Rally marks second year for 
missing Patti Krieger
   Dozens gathered at the Pat Rimmer Les 
Schwab Tire Center in Burlington Sept. 
23 to remember Patti Krieger, the Skagit 
County woman who went missing on 
Sauk Mountain while hiking with friends 
Oct. 2, 2010.
   The memorial event lasted an hour 
and a half and was sponsored by The 
Cue Center for Missing Persons, a North 
Carolina-based organization that was 
holding their annual, national event, “On 
the Road to Remember.” The group’s tour 
had begun in California and was to make 
several stops there and in Oregon and 
Washington.
   With Krieger as the front name, 
attendees also invited families of other 
missing local people and unsolved Skagit 
County homicide cases.
   “Our goal is to bring awareness and 
renewed interest in [Krieger’s] Missing 
Persons case,” said Chris Nelson, who 
leads the “Find Patti Krieger” effort, in an 
e-mail.
   For more information about the 
Patti Krieger case, go to www.
findpattikrieger.com or www.facebook.
com/findpattikrieger, or send an e-mail to 
pattytips@hotmail.com.
   Tips regarding Krieger’s whereabouts 
should be directed to the Skagit County 
Sheriff’s Office Tip Line, 360.419.7785.
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Kristina Collins

Mount Vernon
Garden Patch
By Gladys Silrus

   September was a perfect month for us 
gardeners, but October is the month to 
get busy in the garden—wrapping up, 
planting, and preparing—before winter 
rains or snow begins. Frost is right around 
the corner. Higher elevations likely have 
had frost already. Lower elevations should 
experience the cold snap this month.
   If you want plants to survive frost, 
throw a sheet, a piece of cardboard, or any 
other material except plastic over plants 
for the duration of the frost warning. 
Don’t remove cover too early in the 
morning; wait until the air has warmed to 
avoid damaging plants. If you use a frost 
blanket, you could be picking fresh greens 
for Christmas dinner in some locations.
   Pumpkins and winter squash should 
never experience frost, especially if you 
plan to store them over winter. Harvest 
before frost, leaving a one- to two-inch 
stem on the fruit.
   You don’t have to harvest root crops 
before frost. They can stay in place until 
you are ready to serve them. Remove 
green leaves and then pile straw, soil, or 
mulch over the planting area. This can 
extend the harvest up to 30 days. Try it 
on carrots, turnips, potatoes, beets, and 
parsnips.

Fall chores
   If you have a pond with fish, continue to 
feed them as long as they remain active. I 
stop feeding mine by the end of October. 
They will act like little pigs, wanting more 
because they are storing up for winter, 
but they need to go dormant in the winter, 
so don’t feel bad about not feeding them. 
If you use a pond heater during winter, 
make sure it works properly. Keep water 
clean by removing any fallen leaves daily. 
Decaying leaves and plants are bad for 
your fish and mean more clean-up next 
spring.
   If you like to feed the birds, now is the 
time to clean your feeders, refill them, 
and hang them when birds are starting to 
establish winter feeding grounds.
   It wouldn’t hurt to clean the birdhouses 
now, but remember to wear rubber gloves 

when removing nesting material. Use one 
part bleach to 10 parts water to get rid of 
any parasites and diseases so next spring 
your feathered friends can just move in.
   Fall is the time to do some serious 
cleaning in the garden. The more you 
clean now, the more time you save next 
spring. Cleaning will eliminate weeds and 
overwintering diseases and pests.

Three general cleanup tasks
1. Pull annuals when their foliage has 

died off, whether they are in beds or 
pots. Wash and clean pots. Mulch or 
put cover crops on all beds.

2. Start cutting perennials during 
fall. Start pruning after your area 
receives a killing frost. Try to get 
this done before the rains begin. 
Don’t cut down perennials that dress 
up the garden over winter, such as 
ornamental grasses, Autumn Joy 
sedum, yarrow, and cornflower.

3. Prune dead or storm-damaged 
branches on shrubs or trees.

Weeds
   Cover paths between raised beds with 
leaves, mulch, or cardboard topped with 
mulch to deter weeds next spring.

Pest and diseases
   Deal with slugs and new eggs in the 
fall as they begin to hatch in the cooler 
weather. Clean up areas where slugs hide, 
such as weed piles, stacked boards or pots, 
or beds with edged timbers. Use slug bait 
in all these places.

Final tips
   Now is the time to plant garlic for next 
spring.
   Dig and divide perennials, and consider 
adding a new one to your yard.
   Do not add diseased leaves to the 
compost pile. Destroy these leaves or 
dispose of them through a yard waste 
program.
   Happy gardening!   

Got a gardening question? Send it 
to Gladys for an answer! Call her at 
360.826.4848, or write to her at gsilrus@
frontier.com or 42002 Pine St., Concrete, 
WA 98237.

   Few options for the home have as 
distinctive a look and as rich a history as 
those reincarnated from another life.
   Repurposed materials run the gamut 
from simple DIY home décor projects—
some I’ve seen lately include wine corks 
assembled into a bulletin board and a 
rake transformed into a hanging rack for 
slotted spoons and spatulas—or larger, 
often professionally installed, products 
such as barn siding used for a sliding door 
or a vintage trough finding new life as a 
bathroom sink.
   Elements such as these can become a 
conversation piece in a home. Reclaimed 
wood, for example, is often treasured old 
growth species that can’t be found today, 
and may bear saw marks, nail holes, 
interesting colors, and other nostalgic 
signs of a former life. 
   If you’re handy and can use your 
imagination, repurposed products can start 
as raw or waste materials waiting to be 
crafted into something new or can take the 
form of an old product simply in need of 
refurbishing and modernizing. Places to 
look include Craigslist, Freecycle, Habitat 
for Humanity ReStore, architectural salvage 
yards, antique markets, and yard sales.
   If creativity isn’t your forte, there 
are hundreds of options for reclaimed 
materials ready for installation.
   Here are a few of my favorites:
• Rhodes Architectural Stone: Stone 

salvaged from around the world, 
including from villages set to be 
flooded by the Three Gorges Dam on 
the Yangtze River in China. www.
rhodes.org.

• Pioneer Millworks: A range of 
wood species reclaimed from barns, 
factories, and other old buildings. 
www.pioneermillworks.com.

• Native Trails: Product selection 
includes vanities made from 
wine-stained oaking staves. www.
nativetrails.net.

• Skipjack Marine: Offers a selection 
of maritime antiques, including lights, 
ship wheels, and instruments. www.
skipjackmarinegallery.com.

• Barnwood Naturals: Crafts sliding 

doors, walls, siding, and more 
from wood reclaimed from barns 
in the Willamette Valley. www.
barnwoodnaturals.com.

• Urban Archaeology: Repurposes 
refurbished, high-end architectural 
salvage, including vintage railings, 
furniture, gates, doors, and windows. 
www.urbanarchaeology.com.

• Fontenay Woods: Uses wood from 
old wine barrels to craft its Vintage 
Barrel collection of flooring. www.
fontenay.us.

• Gavin Historical Bricks: Salvaged 
brick and paver offerings include 
units from old Midwest buildings and 
streets. www.historicalbricks.com

• Sustainable Flooring: VersaCork 
mosaic tiles are made with post-
industrial wine corks. www.
sustainableflooring.com.

   Selecting reclaimed materials, whether 
raw or refurbished, can take a bit more 
digging and creativity. But the payoff in 
aesthetics and warmth is worth the effort.

Katy Tomasulo has been covering the 
building products industry for 12 years. 
Read her coverage of home products and 
trends at www.productsinsider.com.

Reclaimed materials bring character 
and history to the home
By Katy Tomasulo

Barnwood Naturals uses wood siding 
reclaimed from demolished barns to craft 
its exquisite sliding doors.

PTO Autumn Arts Festival
   Immaculate Conception Regional 
School in Mount Vernon will host its 
annual PTO fundraiser, the Autumn Arts 
Festival, on Sat., Oct. 20, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in the St. Joseph Center at 215 N. 
15th St. in Mount Vernon.
   The PTO currently is seeking vendors 
to participate in the festival. Interested 
vendors can obtain a registration form by 
going on the school’s Web site at www.
icrsweb.org.

Co-op plans November 
classes, events
   The Skagit Valley Food Co-op has 
announced a number of opportunities to 
improve body and mind during November.
All classes are held at the co-op; offerings 
include:
• Wellness with Aromatherapy, with 

Michelle Mahler. Tue., Nov. 6, 6:30 
p.m., Room 309. Learn how to 
make simple healing remedies with 
essential oils that work on all levels.

• Napping with Strangers: Community 
Acupuncture with Hadea Tift. Mon., 
Nov. 12, 6:30 p.m., Room 309. Free 
admission. Community acupuncture 
allows people to be treated in 
recliners, without disrobing and 
without breaking the bank.

• Vitamin D: What’s the Fuss? With 
Alethea Fleming, ND. Tue., Nov. 13, 
6:30 p.m. Room 309. Free admission. 
How important is Vitamin D? Learn 
the answers to your questions.

• Reflexology with Sandy Vess. Wed., 
Nov. 14, 6:30 p.m., Room 309. Free 
admission. Reflexology is a natural 
therapy of applying pressure to the 
feet that stimulates reflex areas of the 
feet that are believed to correspond to 
different parts of the body.

• Nutrition to Nourish the Skin 
You’re In, with Karl Mincin, clinical 
nutritionist. Wed., Nov. 21, 6:30 p.m., 
Room 309. Free admission. When it 
comes to proper nutrition and health 
balance, beauty can be skin deep. 
Learn to improve organ function as 
related to skin condition.

Boneshaker Bicycle Festival 
Oct. 26–27
   Ready to eat, drink, and be scary? Then 
gear up for a ghoulish good time. The 1st 
Annual Boneshaker Bicycle Festival is 
planned for Oct. 26–27.
   The family-oriented, Halloween-
inspired celebration of bicycles is a scenic 
cycling event that has everything riders 
could want as they tour the Skagit Valley.
   The festival offers seven different self-
guided bicycling loops that start at the 
marina in La Conner and vary in length 
from four to 25 miles. All routes are 
mostly flat.
   Participants are invited to enjoy a 
pre-event motivation gathering, a post-
ride celebration, a bike swap and expo, 
special guest speakers, live music and 
entertainment, a kids’ parade, bike 
decorating, a bike safety rodeo, and 
contests with raffles and prizes.
   Prizes will be awarded for the best 
human costumes and best bike costumes, 
which are encouraged but not required.
   For more information, call 360.536.4801 
or go to www.boneshakerbikefest.com.

Quilt Festival Oct. 5–7
   La Conner Quilt and Textile Museum
will present its annual Quilt Festival Oct. 
5–7, with an exhibition of juried and 
judged quilts and fiber art in Maple Hall 
and the La Conner Civic Garden Club 

buildings. Both locations are within a half 
block of the museum. The quilt show, 
specialty vendors, and a silent auction 
will be held at Maple Hall. The Garden 
Club will host vendors and the Fiber Arts 
Show. The Museum features three floors 
of exhibits.
   Quilt Festival and Museum hours are 
Fri. and Sat. from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
Sun. from 10 a.m. to 4:30 pm. A $10 
donation includes entrance to all venues 
and is good for all three days.
   Workshops with international instructors 
also are planned within walking distance 
of the museum. Instructors include Robin 
Atkins, Thom Atkins, Joe Cunningham, 
Sharon Pederson, Elly Sienkiewicz, and 
Jane Townswick. A workshop flier may 
be downloaded at the museum’s Web site; 
interested persons may register by calling 
the museum at 360.466.4288 or visiting 
the museum.
   Other festival events include the Quilt 
Walk in La Conner Shops, which runs 
through Oct. 14, and a Quilt Festival 
Kick-Off Dinner. The dinner will be held 
at the La Conner Seafood & Prime Rib 
House on Thur., Oct. 4, at 6 p.m. Award 
winners will be announced after dinner. 
Reservations are required.
   A lecture titled “Ribbons, Roses, & 
Women’s Rights: Baltimore’s Albums” 
will be presented by Sienkiewicz at the 
Museum of Northwest Art, 121 1st St., on 
Oct. 6 at 6:30 p.m.
  The festival is the museum’s largest 
annual fundraiser; money raised provides 
support for museum operations. For more 
information, go to www.laconnerquilts.com.

Friends and family members gathered at the Les Schwab Tire Center in Burlington Sept. 
23 to remember Patti Krieger, who went missing on Sauk Mountain near Rockport while 
hiking with friends Oct. 2, 2010. Photo by Frank Knight.

Please support Concrete Herald advertisers!

La Conner

Not advertising in 
Concrete Herald is like 
winking in the dark*

*You’re the only one who knows
what you’re doing.

Call 360.853.8213 today
to be seen in Concrete Herald,

the Voice of Eastern Skagit County.



www.concrete-herald.com

Smile
October 2012  •  Concrete Herald  •  37www.concrete-herald.com36  •  Concrete Herald  •  October 2012

Dwelleyisms
Wit from former 

Concrete Herald editor 
Charles M. Dwelley

   “One thing that will hasten the return 
of normal times is the fact that instead 
of standing dumbly and crying about 
the condition of things, people are now 
working hard to prepare as best they 
can for the future months. When people 
start looking ahead and preparing for the 
future, the worst is over. The rest is just 
a matter of time for full adjustment of 
normal business.”

—Oct. 20, 1932

   “Stolen apples are sweeter. Maybe you 
had better do all the drinking you can 
now, because before long it will be legal 
and there won’t be any fun in it.”
   “We don’t hear a word about near beer, 
and it’s getting nearer every minute.”

—Nov. 10, 1932

   “Now that Hoover has been defeated, 
you notice that everyone has ceased 
scoffing at his efforts to bring our country 
out of its economic mix-up. He will 
probably be more popular as a loser than 
he ever was as president.”
   “We now have three power 
commissioners in this county and not 
a thing for them to do. Kings without a 
kingdom, they at least have their titles, if 
not their expected power.”

—Nov. 17, 1932

   “Thirty-one years ago today, the 
Hamilton Herald, which later became the 
Concrete Herald, issued its first paper. 
That is a long time ago when you think 
that the paper is more than six years older 
than its editor.”
   “Why is it that financial men who get 
caught stealing the life savings of poorer 
folks always manage to cheat justice 
by getting sick, leaving the country, or 
entering a sanitarium? And while they lie 
around being waited upon, the people they 
robbed must starve or begin slaving to 
get back some of the money they had put 
away.”

—Nov. 23, 1932

   “According to reports, America’s part 

Across
1. Rage violently
5. Sword handle
9. Counters
14. Infant’s desire to be loved 
(Japanese word)
15. Asian nurse
16. Cricket position
17. Outlaw turns soul singer?
20. Cockeyed
21. Spread a fertilizer
22. Oolong, for one
24. Enlist
28. Maori war dance
31. Spite
34. Exude
35. “Act your ___!”
36. Had on
37. Personae non gratae
38. Director turns 
businessman?
42. Sentence type
43. Fruitless
44. Trick taker, often
45. Any thing
46. Mozart contemporary
48. Finnish river
49. Cognac cocktail

51. Bit
53. Adorn
56. City in Belgium
60. Pop artist turns actor?
64. Bill of ___
65. Poker diva
66. Not theirs
67. Daisy variety
68. Yemen gulf
69. White ice

Down
1. Big Indian
2. Home of ISU
3. Cher flick
4. 100 centimos
5. “The ___” (Uris novel)
6. Prayer leader
7. Guru
8. Prefix with magnetic
9. Color of honey
10. Faulks novel
11. ___ Annie
12. Bully
13. Hampton ___
18. “Concentration” pronoun
19. Brickbat
23. Acknowledge

25. Uproars
26. Nahuati speakers
27. Rent payer
28. Kentucky forward
29. Rabbitlike rodent
30. Got it
32. Baseball stat
33. On edge
36. South Korean currency
37. Juliet, to Romeo
39. Agoraphobic?
40. Palindromic begetter?
41. Touch
46. Muslim pilgrimage
47. Anatomical ring
48. Text changer
50. Perfume
52. “Aladdin” prince
54. Scolded
55. Pad or cap starter
57. Needle holder
58. Undeveloped idea
59. European language
60. This may be fragile
61. Nova, e.g.
62. Piggy digit?
63. Hosiery defect

Sudoku
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down, and each small 9-box square contains all of the numbers 
from one to nine.

*Solutions to both puzzles are on p. 38.

Crossword: “Second careers”

Funny as Facebook
   The following funnies were pulled verbatim from Facebook status updates in September.
• “I challenge the Internet to find a statement more ironic than ‘Your a retard.’”
• “Dear lord—we have a no-pants situation!”
• “So tomorrow there are going to be 20,000 bikers in my front yard. Well, probably 

across the street from my front yard, but close enough. As this is my first year here in 
Anacortes, my question is this: Are these actual SoA-type bikers or just rich dudes role-
playing bikers with their Microsoft dividends?”

• “It’s 7:49 a.m.—may seasonal depression commence!”

Public Service Announcement By Stig Kristensen

Paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect Robbie Robertson, 19664 E. Conway Hill Ln., Mount Vernon, WA 98274.

in the World War was that of host for the 
whole party. We were invited over in time 
to be handed the check.”
   “Simile: As hard to find as a willing 
councilman in Concrete.”

—Dec. 1, 1932

   “Soon a bunch of us will be flattered by 
receiving an income tax report.”

—Dec. 15, 1932

  “Thank God a man can still steal a 
million and get away with it. For a 
while there, they were even threatening 
imprisoning crooked bankers and loan 
association swindlers. Fining them part of 
the money they stole is bad enough.”
   “If you develop a cold, don’t worry. 
With all the medicine soon to be available 
in various cities throughout the state, 
you will merely be keeping in style. ‘Oh, 
dogter, bud I’ve god a code.’”
   “Marching on Congress is getting to 
be quite a game. Still it’s fair enough. 
Congress has been marching on us for 
years.”

—Dec. 29, 1932

   “Nothing is so discouraging as to have 
summer in your heart and cold rain down 
your neck.”

—July 19, 1962

   “It was logical to pick Venus as a target 
for space rocket experiments. She can’t 
fight back. No arms.”

—July 26, 1962

Concrete Harold

By Joyce Harris

   A DEA officer stopped at a ranch in Texas and talked with an old rancher. He told the rancher, “I need to inspect 
your ranch for illegally grown drugs.”
   The rancher said, “Okay, but don’t go in that field over there,” as he pointed out the location.
   The DEA officer exploded. “Mister, I have the authority of the federal government with me!” Reaching into his rear 
pants pocket, the officer removed his badge and proudly displayed it to the rancher. “See this badge? This badge means I 
am allowed to go wherever I wish—on any land! No questions asked or answers given! Have I made myself clear? Do you 
understand?”
   The rancher nodded politely, apologized, and went about his chores. 
   A short time later, the old rancher heard loud screams, looked up, and saw the DEA officer running for his life, being 
chased by the rancher’s big Santa Gertrudis bull. With every step the bull gained ground on the officer, and it seemed 
likely that he’d get gored before he reached safety. The officer was clearly terrified.
   The rancher threw down his tools, ran to the fence, and yelled at the top of his lungs. “Show him your badge!”



Classifieds
MOVIES EVERY WEEKEND AT THE
HISTORIC CONCRETE THEATRE
OCTOBER SHOWTIMES:
Fri., 5 p.m.; Sat., 4 and 7:30 p.m.; 
Sun., 4 p.m.
TICKETS:
$7 general admission, $9 balcony, 
$6 over 65/under 12
24-hour MovieLine: 360.941.0403
www.concrete-theatre.com

EVENTS
Annual Lighting Event. Northwest Garden Bling and 
Wolf Designs present their Annual Lighting Event, 
featuring reproduction Tiffany lamps. Oct. 26–28. 
Remember, Northwest Garden Bling is your destination 
in Concrete for cards, gifts, and souvenirs. We also 
carry stained glass and glass supplies. 44574 Hwy 20, 
Concrete, in Grasmere Village. 360.708.3279.

FOR SALE
Headstones. Traditional & One-Of-A-Kind. 
TODD’S MONUMENTS, 360.708.0403.
www.toddsmonuments.com.
Wood-bricks firewood. Throw down your axe and 
saw. 100% wood bricks burn clean and hot. No more 
bugs, bark, or creosote. No more aching back. $220/
ton (90 / 22.5-lb bundles); $120/ 1/2 ton (45 / 22-lb. 
bundles). Fill up your car! Fill up your truck! Jump for 
joy—you’re in luck! Come in for your free sample. 
Pacific Rim Tonewoods, 38511 SR 20, Concrete. 
360.826.6101. Mon.–Thur., open 8 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Info 
at www.pacificrimtonewoods.com.

NOTICES
NOTICE OF TOWN COUNCIL 
2013 BUDGET WORKSHOPS

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Concrete 
Town Council will hold workshops on the following 
dates in preparation for the 2013 Budget:

Sept. 24, 6 p.m. 2013 Rate/Utility 
Oct. 9, 6 p.m. Review 2012 Budget 
Oct. 22, 6 p.m. 2013 Salary/Benefit
     Workshop
Nov. 13, 6 p.m. Review 2013 Proposed 
     Budget 
Nov. 26, 6 p.m. 2013 Budget (if needed)

The Concrete Town Council chambers are 
handicap accessible. Arrangements to reasonably 
accommodate the needs of special classes 
of citizens, including handicap accessibility or 
interpreter, will be made upon receiving twenty-four 
(24)-hour advance notice. Contact Andrea Fichter at 
Concrete Town Hall 360.853.8401.
   Published in the September, October and 
November 2012 issues of Concrete Herald.

TOWN OF CONCRETE
45672 Main Street
P.O. Box 39
Concrete, WA   98237
(360) 853-8401  FAX  (360) 853-8002
email: andreaf@concretewa.gov

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Concrete 
Town Council will hold a public hearing on October 
22, 2012, at 7:00 PM or as soon as possible 
thereafter at the Concrete Town Hall located at 
45672 Main Street, regarding Fees and Utility Rates 
for the 2013 Budget Year.
   The public is encouraged to attend and give 
written or oral testimony.

Town of Concrete
Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
45672 Main Street
P.O. Box 39
Concrete, WA  98237
PHONE (360) 853-8401  
FAX  (360) 853-8002

   Published in the October 2012 issue of Concrete 
Herald.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing 
will be held by the Town Council of the Town of 
Concrete at its regular Council Meeting in the Town 
Hall at 45672 Main Street, Concrete, Washington, 
on Monday, November 13, 2012 at 7:00 PM or as 
soon as possible thereafter.
   The purpose of the public hearing is to review the 
proposed 2013 Property Tax. Action may be taken 
at this meeting.
   The public is encouraged to attend and give 
written or oral testimony.
   The Concrete Town Council chambers are 
handicap accessible. Arrangements to reasonably 
accommodate the needs of special classes 
of citizens, including handicap accessibility or 
interpreter, will be made upon receiving twenty-four 
(24) hour advance notice. Contact Andrea Fichter at 
the Concrete Town Hall (360) 853-8401.

TOWN OF CONCRETE
45672 Main Street
P.O. Box 39
Concrete, WA  98237
(360) 853-8401  FAX  (360) 853-8002
email: andreaf@concretewa.gov

   Published in the October and November 2012 
issues of Concrete Herald.

PROPERTIES FOR RENT
Concrete: Villa Sandy Apts. 1, 2, & 3 bedrooms 
available, $500.00/month. 45681 Main St. Call 
Grace at 360.757.3060 or 360.757.2149.

SERVICES
Eagles In Flight Motorcycle Sales and Service / Sissy 
Bar. 360.853.7000.
Gladys’ Upholstery Shop. Quality work, reasonable 
prices. 360.826.4848.
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Crossword solution, from p. 37

Sudoku solution, from p. 37

AreA Food BAnks
Clear Lake
Community Covenant Food Bank
Next to church at 12605 Hwy 9, Clear Lake
For a referral, call Love Inc. at 360.419.7061 
between 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

Concrete
Concrete Food Bank
112 E. Main St., Concrete
Second, third, and fourth Thur. each month,
Noon–3 p.m.
360.853.8505

Darrington
Darrington Food Bank
First Baptist Church
1205 Emmens St., Darrington
First and third week each month:
Wed. and Thur., 10–noon and 1–2 p.m.
360.436.9603

Hamilton
Hamilton Community Food Bank
951 Petit St., Hamilton
Every Tue., 11–noon and 1–3 p.m.

Commodities distributed first Tue. each month
360.826.4090

Lyman
Shepherd’s Heart Food Bank
8334 S. Main St., Lyman
Every Thur. 11 a.m.– 3 p.m.
Third Thur. each month till 5 p.m.
November: Open Nov. 23, 10 a.m.– noon
Closed Thanksgiving Day // 360.424.4927

Marblemount
Bread of Life Food Bank
59850 State Route 20, Marblemount
First and third Wed. each month
11 a.m.– 5 p.m.
360.873.2504

Sedro-Woolley
Helping Hands Food Bank
601 Cook Rd., Sedro-Woolley
Wed., 10–11:45 a.m. and 12:30–4 p.m.
Commodities distributed first Wed. each month
360.856.2211

*Changes? Call 360.853.8213.

October520859
Smoke Alarm
1297
Escape Light

While Supplies Last!

CasCade supply

Sale ends 10/31/12

45900 Main St., Concrete  •  360.853.8811  •  Mon.–Sat., 8:30 to 5:30

Fall is here!
See us for your Autumn home and garden needs!

We have the world’s largest Halloween treat;
come in and sign up to win it!

October

410381

& Log 
Rack

Fireplace 
Tool Set 

4999
While Supplies Last!

October729180

Lawn & Leaf Bag

250
39gal.

While Supplies Last!

October308526
Bit Set
2497
16pc. Forstner

While Supplies Last!

Sale ends 10/31/12Sale ends 10/31/12

Sale ends 10/31/12

Council, cont. from p. 5

property to the town. Mayor Wilson 
also reported he had gotten a rough 
estimate for demolition of around 
$3,000. 
   It was stated that more definite cost 
estimates need to be obtained. 
   David Day explained the nuisance 
abatement process, which he stated 
would cost the town more than the 
property was worth and would take 
months to resolve. Discussion ensued 
regarding the tax foreclosure process 
and abatement procedures. 
   Andrea Fichter and Day will get all 
the numbers together and bring them 
back to the next council meeting. 

• Imagine Concrete Foundation (ICF): 
Councilmember Jason Miller reported 
the ICF had tracked down all the 
needed paperwork and turned it in 
to the bank so it now has a checking 
account. He also reported the ICF 
board will be putting on a fundraiser 
to assist with the cost of the IRS 
filing fees. He reported the plan for 
the Superior Building is to let it go 
one more winter so they can secure 
the funds needed for a proper and 
appropriate permanent roof, and to 
determine a more specific cost.

Sept. 24 Rates and Utility Fees Budget 
Workshop
• The one-time fee for Home 

Occupation permits was increased 
from $50 to $75.

• The sewer rate fee was increased to 
$73.50 per month from Jan. 1 to June 
30, and will increase to $76 from July 
1 to Dec. 31 for the 2013 budget year. 

• Water rates were increased by $1 for 
all services. Council members agreed 
that smaller increases for this fund 
will prepare the town better for the 
future so that a larger, “all-at-once” 
increase hopefully will not be needed. 

Sept. 24 regular meeting
• Councilmember Dave Pfeiffer 

reported he had on two occasions 
seen kids climbing the new fence and 
retaining wall at the school. Council-
member Miller suggested attaching 
signage for liability purposes. Fichter 
suggested contacting the school to see 
if it could be stated in the bulletin that 
climbing on the fence or retaining 
wall is not allowed. 

• Mayor Wilson reported that Chris 
Evans’ dogs were still running at 
large. He reported they had chased his 
daughter down the street. He reported 
he will make an official complaint 

regarding these dogs tomorrow.
• Fichter and Alan Wilkins updated 

council on the termination of Chris 
Evans’ water service and how he cut 
the lock and turned his water back 
on—receiving his first fine—and after 
his water was shut off for the second 
time, he then ran a hose from his 
neighbor’s house for water and was 
fined for a second offense.

• More specific numbers were brought 
to council regarding the estimated 
cost for buying the burned property 
at 45501 Main St. (Herrera property) 
and demolishing the structure. While 
some numbers still were educated 
estimates, the price tag looked to 
be between $16,000 and $20,000. 
Council voted 3–2 to move forward 
with purchasing the property.

• Alan Wilkins reported that his 
Dept. of Ecology contact now is 
stating that Town of Concrete must 
haul the remaining sludge out of 
its decommissioned sewer lagoon. 
Wilkins estimates this will cost the 
town $48,000 it doesn’t have. Wilkins 
had been told previously the town 
may be able to mix dirt into the 
sludge and cap it with clean fill.

Targeted. Five thousand copies 
circulate through Whatcom, Skagit, and 
Snohomish Counties every month,  
reaching an untapped market of readers, 
many of whom say they read only  
Concrete Herald. 

Smart. Concrete Herald keeps your 
ad in front of readers’ eyes for three to 
four weeks per placement. 

Flexible. A variety of options ac-
commodate your goals and budget. Ad 
design services also are available.

“Our ads in Concrete 
Herald help us reach 

out to the community 
with health information 

and hospital news. I 
know it works, because 

I get calls and e-mails 
from Concrete Herald 

readers.”

~ Valerie Stafford 
communications director
United General Hospital,  

Sedro-Woolley



40  •  Concrete Herald  •  October 2012 www.concrete-herald.com


