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Sedro-Woolley, Concrete 
incumbents face challengers 
in Nov. 5 general election
Several Upper Valley public offices will go 
to a vote in the Nov. 5 general election, with 
four contested council races in Sedro-
Woolley and a mayoral race in Concrete.  
Pages 4 and 16.

New Public Works employee, 
town planner for Concrete
Town of Concrete shifted its staffing 
strategy, adding a part-time Public Works 
employee in August and a contracted town 
planner in September.  Page 5.

Sedro-Woolley icon Anne 
Janicki passes
Janicki family matriarch and longtime 
Sedro-Woolley citizen Anne Janicki passed 
away Sept. 17. She was 83 years old.  
Page 17.

Rockport couple creates 
a place for healing
“Camp Stillwater” bunkhouse offers respite 
for veterans wounded in action.  Page 24.

Third time’s the charm?
After two failed attempts to build a skate 
park in Darrington, project proponents hope 
fledgling funds will mean success.  Page 25.

Marblemount Fire Dept. Boot 
Drive pulls in thousands
This year’s Boot Drive fundraiser brought 
much-needed support for the Marblemount 
station in Fire Dist. 19.  Page 26.

Forbidden Peak claims 
climber’s life  Page 27.

   On Oct. 30, 1938, with television still years away 
from widespread use, Concrete citizens and many 
other Americans found themselves glued to their 
radios most evenings, listening to music or live 
theater. Onto that virtual stage stepped a young man 
who unleashed a live broadcast that would make 
history.
   The broadcast began innocently enough: “The 
Columbia Broadcasting System and its affiliated 
stations present Orson Welles and the Mercury 
Theatre on the Air, in ‘The War of the Worlds,’ by 
H. G. Wells.”
   As the broadcast continued, Welles wove a story of 
Martian invaders on earth, complete with explosions 
and clouds of poison gas. Thousands of Americans, 
including most of Concrete’s population, were 
consumed with hysteria and reacted in unpredictable 
fashion.

See Martians, p. 23

The 
Martians
are 
coming!
Graphic novel will illustrate 
Upper Valley citizens’ 
reactions to Orson Welles’ 
1938 radio broadcast.



   Part of being a Washingtonian is an 
appreciation for the outdoors and wildlife. 
Each of us likely can recall a time when 
we encountered a memorable vista or an 
animal in the wild.
   I remember a time when my wife and I 
were hiking and we heard a rustle in the 
heavy brush. A few seconds later, a large 
elk emerged just 30 feet from us. Close to 
20 animals, one by one, walked in front 
us—not knowing we were there. We will 
never forget that feeling.
   Elk continue to be an important part of 
our ecosystem and wildlife landscape. 
Unfortunately, when their population 
swells in certain areas, it can be 
destructive, costly, unhealthy, and even 
dangerous.
   In recent history, this is the situation 
property owners, farmers, and drivers in 
east Skagit County have found themselves 
in—and the problem is getting worse. In 
fact, it could spread to the northern part of 
Snohomish County. 
   This is a problem the state helped 
create—and a problem the state must now 
solve.
   How did we arrive at this situation? 
   In 2003, the North Cascades elk herd 
in our state was struggling and estimated 
at only 300 animals. That year, the 
Washington State Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW)—without approval 
from the Legislature—implemented a plan 
to relocate 41 of these elk from the Mount 
St. Helens Wildlife Area to sites along the 
South Fork of the Nooksack River. The 
number of that herd is estimated at 1,200 
today, but WDFW’s population objective 
is 1,950 animals.
   Unfortunately, the good intentions of 
WDFW have resulted in bad outcomes 
in east Skagit County. And now the state 
agency wants the legislature to pay for the 
problem.
   The problem is not just the number 
of elk, but where they are choosing to 
graze in east Skagit County. They are 
inundating local properties, farmland, and 
roadways—destroying property such as 
fences, eating grass designated for cattle, 
defecating on farmland, and making 
certain roadways such as SR 20 dangerous 
at times. They also are threatening our 
communities’ “grown locally” way of life.  
   As you would expect, this has left 
people who have been adversely affected 
frustrated, scared, and financially 

burdened. I represent 
many of these people 
in the state House of 
Representatives. 
   To the WDFW’s 
credit, it is listening 
to those who have 
been affected and held 
public forums. The 
state agency also hired 
a full-time wildlife 
conflict specialist recently to work on the 
issue.
   But there is a time to talk and a time to 
act. And now is the time to act.
   No one is suggesting this is a simple 
problem. Complex problems require 
comprehensive solutions. 
   Our communities need a comprehensive 
management strategy from WDFW 
that ensures problem elk are dealt with 
immediately in the short term, including 
providing affected people with more 
options, and that these elk stay on higher 
ground in the long run.
   There is a clear nexus between the plan 
implemented by WDFW in 2003 and the 
problem east Skagit County faces today. 
Since the state helped create this problem, 
it should fairly compensate people who 
have been hurt financially by these 
decisions. Funding is in place to help with 
some of the compensation for those who 
have been burdened, but we must ensure 
this process is not too cumbersome or 
time consuming.
   Most importantly, these people need to 
be assured that current elk problems will 
never again happen in the future.
   WDFW says progress is being made, 
but the problem is not solved yet. It is 
the responsibility of the legislature—and 
the governor—to hold the state agency 
accountable.
   Our area of the state is blessed with 
natural beauty. The intersection of our 
foothills and fertile farmlands makes us 
the envy of the state, if not the nation. We 
need to make sure this intersection is clear 
of wildlife problems that threaten people’s 
property, finances, and safety. 

Rep. Dan Kristiansen represents the 39th 
District.

 

From the editor
Grudges and gossip are dead ends
   As a newspaper publisher, I hear my fair share of rumors and gossip each month. Last 
month, for example, I was notified of a death that never happened, a Town Council vote 
that never occurred, and a quote that never was spoken.
   It’s my job to weed through the white noise, separate fact from rumor and gossip, and 
publish the reality of each situation. Every month, I do this to the best of my ability.
   As Concrete and other Upper Valley communities look ahead to the next 5 to 50 years, 
two self-made roadblocks are apparent and must be overcome: gossip and grudges.
   Think of the Concrete community as a business. How long do you think a business 
would last if its employees operated on unreliable information? How long would it last 
if the employees refused to work with each other because of some perceived or actual 
injustice or wrong done to them in the past?
   This seems like a foolish path, doesn’t it? And yet, not a month goes by when I don’t 
hear bitter words from someone who will have nothing to do with another person, 
simply because he or she did something disagreeable.
   Fellow citizens, we (and I include myself in this charge) have got to move past our 
petty disagreements if we are to pull through the economic recession and transform 
our towns into models of resilience. We have a limited number of bodies to press 
into service; we simply cannot allow anyone to remove themselves from a task 
they’re equipped to perform because they dislike Person A or B or C. If we shirk our 
responsibility as citizens, we do a disservice to ourselves, our neighbors, and the Upper 
Valley as a whole. It’s time to lay past differences aside and work together for a better 
quality of life for all of us—even if we do it purely for selfish reasons (harboring 
feelings of hatred is horrible for your physical, mental, and emotional well-being).
   Gossip is an equally dangerous trap. At its most innocuous, it spreads misinformation 
that some will use to make decisions. At its worst, it degrades and defames other humans.
   Gossip is a waste of time. Even though it may sometimes contain true information, it 
damages because it hurts everyone involved. It makes the gossiper feel powerful and 
important by tearing someone else down (negative) instead of working to encourage 
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Opinion

Letters policy
Letters of 200 words or fewer may be e-mailed 
to letters@concrete-herald.com or sent to 
Concrete Herald, P.O. Box 682, Concrete, WA 
98237. Writers must include their name and town 
or community for publication, plus a daytime 
telephone number for confirmation purposes. 
Concrete Herald reserves the right to edit letters 
for length, clarity, accuracy, spelling, grammar, 
and potentially libelous statements. So be nice.

Letters to the editor
Warrior bunkhouse now a reality
   Thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
to all of the folks who made the Warrior 
Bunkhouse at Camp Stillwater a reality!
    This facility ensures that combat-
wounded, Purple Heart recipients will 
have a place to come, to relax, and to heal 
for many years into the future.
   We would like to say a special thank 
you to the Skagit/Island Counties Builders 
Association (SICBA) and all of their 
members for all of the hard work and 
many hours put into this project. Heartfelt 
gratitude also goes to all of the members 
of our community, without whom none of 
this would have been possible.
   Special thanks to SICBA, Homes for 
our Troops, Concrete Lions Club, Perks 
Deli, Brian Bennett, Bob Sturdivant, 
Judd Wilson, and all of the rest of the 
community that came out on Sept. 21 and 
supported our event and the Wounded 
Warriors in Action Foundation.   

John and Corrina Koenig
Rockport

Adolph Nieshe appreciation
   A big thank-you again to Adolph Nieshe 
for taking down the flags that have been 
up since Memorial Day. I really appreciate 
Old Glory flying on Main Street. It’s 
nice to have them flying until the end of 
summer.

Carol Rohan
Cascade Supply, Concrete

Thanks to Sher-West
   Town of Concrete thanks Sher-West 
Cedar for its donation of four bundles of 
ridge cap for the George Nick Memorial 
gazebo on Main Street in Concrete 
Town Center. The donation was made in 
memory of Jerry and Irene Winge.

Judd Wilson, mayor
Town of Concrete
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Vote Jason Miller for mayor
   The town of Concrete needs a major 
makeover in many ways. I believe the best 
person to lead this project is Jason Miller. 
I’ve lived in the Concrete area for over 10 
years, and I have witnessed Jason’s work 
ethic. He has the drive to get things done. 
He has the leadership and knowledge to 
change what needs changed.
   Jason is deeply involved in Concrete, 
and he consistently shows that he truly 
cares for our town. I believe Jason will 
do great things for Concrete. I know I can 
count on him to help change the attitude 
and reputation of Concrete. Jason Miller 
has my vote, because I know that he will 
do everything within his power to make 
Concrete a better place.
   Let’s bring back a town that we can be 
proud of. Let’s start with voting for Jason 
Miller on Nov. 5. I believe we will see 

See Letters, p. 6

Northwest 
Garden  
Bling

n Gift shop
n   Stained glass &  

glass supplies
n Souvenirs

360-708-3279
nwgardenbling@frontier.com

44574 Highway 20 – Concrete, WA  98237

Commentary
Solving the Upper Valley elk problem
By Rep. Dan Kristiansen, 39th Dist.

Kristiansen

Corrections
   The Model Bldg. article in the 
September issue incorrectly stated that 
space in the building would lease for 
$65 per square foot. No, no, no. That 
should have been 65 cents per square 
foot. I apologize for any heart attacks or 
hives readers may have experienced upon 
reading the incorrect rate.
   Total available square feet in the 
building is 1,980. Owner Marty Aaenson 
will finish any portion of that total to suit.

Mon. - Sat. 10:30 - 6, Sun. 11 - 4

Northwest’s Finest Seafood

360.707.CRAB (2722)

Toll-free: 866.707.2722

Dungeness Crab sandwiches, halibut or prawn 
tacos, Washington’s best oyster burgers,  

homemade clam chowder, oyster shooters.

18042 Highway 20, Burlington, WA 98233

Local Dungeness crab and shellfish!

Dungeness Crab ~ Oysters ~ Fresh Fish ~ Mussels 
Shrimp ~ Scallops  ~ Clams ~ Smoked Fish

The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley

Read

Miller
for Concrete Mayor

Jason

We can be more!
Vote Nov. 5for Concrete Mayor

A vote for Jason Miller is a vote for...
	 n	 Greater economic prosperity
 n	 Improved public safety
 n	 Accessible community government

We can be more!
Vote Miller on Nov. 5. Make your vote count!

Paid for by the Committee to elect Jason Miller.

See Editorial, p. 39



4  •  Concrete Herald  •  October 2013 www.concrete-herald.com October 2013  •  Concrete Herald  •  5www.concrete-herald.com

Sedro-Woolley, Concrete incumbents face 
challengers in Nov. 5 general election
   Several Upper Valley public offices 
will go to a vote in the Nov. 5 general 
election, with four contested council races 
in Sedro-Woolley and a contested mayoral 
race in Concrete.
   Ballots will be mailed to voters Oct. 16
and must be postmarked or placed in 
a drop-box by 8 p.m. on Nov. 5. Only 
registered voters who live within the city 
limits of their town or city may vote for 
that town’s candidates.
   Existing registered voters who wish to 
change their address or otherwise update 
their information on file with the state 
must do so by Oct. 7. New voters can 
register by Oct. 28 and still vote in the 
Nov. 5 general election.
   For more information on voter 
registration, see the information box on 
this page or contact the Skagit County 
Elections Office at 360.336.9305.

Sedro-Woolley
   Incumbent Council-At-Large member 
Brett Sandström will defend his position 

against challenger Charles Owen. 
Sandström captured 43 percent of the 
August primary election votes, with Owen 
edging him at 45 percent.
   The Ward 2 race between Germaine 
Kornegay and Dorothy (Elizabeth) 
Fernando revealed a wider gap after the 
primary election, with Kornegay taking 
66 percent of the votes, compared to 
Fernando’s 18 percent.
   The Ward 3 position will be filled by 
either incumbent Thomas Storrs or his 
challenger, Brenda Kinzer.
   Ward 6 will see incumbent Rick Lemley 
retaining the seat he’s held for 14 years if 
he’s not ousted by his opponent, Thomas 
Swett.
   For more on the Wards 3 and 6 races, 
see p. 16 of this issue.

Concrete
   Six-year incumbent Mayor Judd 
Wilson faces Councilman Jason Miller 
in a contest for the town’s top leadership 
position. By most accounts, the town has 

not had a contested mayor’s race in recent 
memory.
   
   Here’s a summary of the Upper Valley 
positions that will be decided in the 
Nov. 5 general election.

Town of Concrete
• Mayor: Incumbent Judd Wilson faces 

challenger Jason Miller
• Council Position 3, currently held by 

Michael Bartel (for a two-year term 
to finish former councilmember Mike 
Criner’s term)

Concrete School District No. 11
• Director Dist. 1, currently held by 

Rae (Crissie) Wilson
• Director Dist. 3, currently held by 

Gladys Silrus
• Director Dist. 4, At-Large, currently 

held by Bill Thompson

Darrington School District No. 330
• Director-at-Large Position 4, 

$10 per person

Featuring a glimpse into the past, a 
tour of historic landmarks, and ghost 
stories told by local residents.  Please 

dress for walking in the weather. 
Ages 13 and above are welcome, but 

minors must be accompanied  
by an adult. 

Tickets & More Information at
www.concrete-wa.com

Meet at the Historic  
Concrete Theatre

45920 Main Street
Concrete WA

Get registered
   To register to vote, you must be:

• A citizen of the U.S.
• A legal resident of Washington
• At least 18 years old by election day 

(Nov. 5)
• Not under the authority of the Dept. of 

Corrections
• Not disqualified from voting because 

of a court order

   You can register to vote by:

1. Coming in person to the Elections 
Office at 700 S. 2nd, #201,  
Mount Vernon, Mon.–Fri., 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

2. Mailing in a completed registration 
form, or

3. Logging into MyVote at www.vote.
wa.gov

   For more information, contact the Skagit 
County Elections Office at 360.336.9305 or 
go to www.skagitcounty.net.

Elk to be 
discussed at 
special meeting
   A special meeting of the Senate Natural 
Resources and Parks Committee will be 
held Tue., Oct. 29, at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Skagit County Commission hearing room, 
located at 1800 Continental Place in 
Mount Vernon.
   Topics of discussion will include hunter-
education programs, road closures on state 
natural-resource lands, and an update on 
the management of the North Cascades 
elk herd.
   Each topic will include testimony from 
relevant state agency personnel; the latter 
portion of the meeting will include an 
opportunity for public comment.
   Sen. Kirk Pearson, R-Monroe, chairs 
the committee and encourages anyone 
interested to attend the meeting and 
provide testimony on the topics being 
addressed in the meeting or any issue 

relating to the state’s natural resources.
   “Residents of the Skagit Valley are 
passionate about natural resource issues 
with good cause: This is one of the most 
beautiful and diverse areas of the state,” 
Pearson said. “This meeting is a unique 
opportunity for residents of our area to 
take part in forming public policy by 
speaking directly with legislators and state 
officials. I hope those interested will join 
us and share their thoughts.”
   Anyone who cannot attend the meeting 
may provide input to Pearson via e-mail at 
kirk.pearson@leg.wa.gov or by phone at 
360.786.7676.

   Town of Concrete shifted its staffing 
strategy in August, adding Public Works 
Maintenance employee Jimmy Luttrell in 
a part-time capacity.
   Luttrell, who lives 
in Concrete, comes 
to the position with a 
background of similar 
work. He’s worked 
at Lake Tyee on the 
maintenance crew and 
as the crew’s foreman. 
He’s been a wildland 
firefighter for the DNR and Baker River 
Hotshots, and worked for the Dept. of 
Fisheries.
   Luttrell started working with the Public 
Works team in August, learning water, 
sewer, and other infrastructure systems for 
which the Public Works staff members are 
responsible.
   “It’s going good,” he said of his 
experience so far. “I’m learning a lot of 
new stuff—there’s more to learn than I 
expected.”

   This past spring, Concrete Town 
Council voted to split the full-time Public 
Works position held by Dale Angell into 
two part-time positions, after concerns 
surfaced regarding Angell’s safety. Luttrell 
was hired as a part-time Public Works 
Maintenance employee; Angell moved 
to a part-time Groundskeeper position 
effective Sept. 1. The move will save the 
town a few thousand dollars annually, 
and will allow Public Works Director 
Alan Wilkins and Assistant Director Rich 
Philips to groom Luttrell to take over for 
one of them when they decide to retire.

New planner
   Marianne Manville-Ailles of Skagit 
Surveyors was brought on board as the 
town’s new planner in September. Her 
position is a contracted one based on the 
town’s daily and annual projected needs.
   Manville-Ailles replaces former town 
planner Jeroldine Hallberg, who resigned 
in April.

—J. K. M.

currently held by Roy E. Bryson
• Director-at-Large Position 5, 

currently held by Douglas Lenker

Town of Hamilton
• Mayor, currently held by Joan 

Cromley (for a two-year term, to 
finish former Mayor Tim Bates’ term)

• Council Position 1, currently held 
by Ruth McDermott (for a two-year 
term, to finish former councilmember 
Dale Bonner’s term)

• Council Position 3, currently held by 
Bethany Henderson (for a two-year 
term, to finish former councilmember 
Joan Cromley’s term)

• Council Position 4, currently held by 
Andrew Jensen

• Council Position 5, currently held by 
P. R. Moore

Town of Lyman
• Council Position 1, currently held by 

Eddie Hills 
• Council Position 2, currently held by 

Rita Burke
• Council Position 4, currently held by 

Gail Ganga (for a two-year term, to 
finish Ganga’s predecessor’s term)

City of Sedro-Woolley
• Council-At-Large: Incumbent Brett 

Sandström faces challenger Charles 
Owen

• Council Ward 2, currently held 
by Tony Splane, pits Germaine 
Kornegay against Dorothy (Elizabeth) 
Fernando

• Council Ward 3: Incumbent Thomas 
Storrs faces challenger Brenda Kinzer

• Council Ward 6: Incumbent Rick 
Lemley faces challenger Thomas 
Swett

Sedro-Woolley School District No. 101
• Director Dist. 1, currently held by Jim 

Kallio
• Director Dist. 4, currently held by 

Christine Johnson
• Director Dist. 5, currently held by 

Ken Van Liew

   For a complete list of Skagit County 
offices to be decided in the Nov. 5 general 
election, contact the Skagit County 
Elections Office at 360.336.9305 or go to 
www.skagitcounty.net

—J. K. M.

New Public Works employee, 
planner for Town of Concrete

Senate Natural Resources
and Parks Committee

Tue., Oct. 29, 1:30 p.m.

Skagit County Commissioners’ 
Hearing Room
1800 Continental Place
Mount Vernon

Luttrell

Our area businesses bring you Concrete Herald
each month.  Please suppor t them!
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By J. K. M.

   Did you catch Concrete native and CHS 
grad (’10) Caleb Thomas on ABC’s 
“Modern Family” the evening of Sept. 25?
Our homegrown thespian made his 
television debut by standing next to Sofia 
Vergara and delivering his lines while 
somehow managing to escape complete 
immolation. If I had been charged with that 
task, they’d still be cleaning up my ashes 
from the pavement. Good on ya, Caleb!
   Read more about Caleb’s burgeoning 
career in the February 2013 issue of 
Concrete Herald, which I know you saved. 
You did save it, didn’t you?
   Friends Helping Friends needs help with 
toys for this year’s Christmas in Concrete 
program with Santa. If you have a new 
unwrapped toy or want to make a donation, 
bring it into Columbia Bank in Concrete 
and give it to Gladys Silrus. Santa will be in 
town at Concrete Center on Dec. 7 at 6:30 
p.m. For more information, call Gladys 
at 360.826.4848 or Adrienne Smith at 
360.853.8505.
   The Forest Service will close Anderson/
Watson Lakes Rd. (Forest Service road 
1107) from Oct. 7–11 at Anderson Creek 
Bridge at milepost 5.3 to replace timber 
decking. Hikers can use the Baker Lake Rd. 
(Forest Service road 11) to get to Anderson 
Watson Lakes Trail 611, Anderson Butte 
Trail 611.1, and Baker Lake Trail 610.
   For more information, contact the Mt. 
Baker Ranger District at 360.856.5700.
   Speaking of road closures, alert reader 
Frank Knight points out a sign telling us that 
Concrete-Sauk Valley Rd. will be closed at 
milepost 12.5 from Oct. 7 to 11. Safe driving 
out there, folks.

Council summary
   Concrete Town Council met for regular 
meetings Sept. 9 and 23, plus began the 
2014 budgeting season with a workshop 
preceding the Sept. 23 meeting. Following 
is a summary of those meetings. Complete 
minutes for every council meeting are 
posted on the town’s Web site at www.
townofconcrete.com/cminutes.php.

Sept. 9 regular meeting
• North Cascade Vintage Aero Museum 

representatives Jim Jenkins and Barry 
Smith discussed the status of their 
plan to install a fuel station at Mears 
Field and their interest in transferring 
the Bob Porter lot leases so they can 
use the lots as parking areas. 
   The museum hopes to install a 
2,000-gallon fuel tank at the airport 
before inclement winter weather sets 
in, and is working on a long list of 
items that need to be addressed before 
installation. 
   The museum’s plan to use the lots 
as parking areas has not met with 
Town Council approval, since the 
town’s airport leases specifically state 
a hangar must be built on each lot 
within five years of the lease signing. 
This is to encourage build-out of 
hangars at the airport.

• Public safety: Sgt. Chris Kading 
reported there were no burglaries 
reported in town for August. 
He stated there were nine noise 
complaints received, 99 percent of 
which came from one resident.

• Mayor Judd Wilson reported on a 
property owner who would like to 
connect to the water north of the 
airport and east of the high school 
football field. He stated they would 
like to be able to run their water line 
down the right-of-way line. Wilson 
stated there is a large pile of debris 
and two trees that need to be removed 
from the right-of-way to allow for 
this water line to be installed.

Sept. 23 Budget Workshop: 2014 Utility 
Rates and Fees
• Small bumps in fees were made for 

business licenses, business license 
transfer fees, and second-hand and 
pawn brokers.

• Council approved a “staff presence” 
fee (as requested by event organizers) 
of $20 per day per staff member, for 
special events.

• A Sani-Can rental fee for nontown-
approved events (say, a private yard 
sale) was set at $20 per day, with 
a four-mile radius from town for 
eligible renters. You haul.

• Recreational fire pits must be 
inspected; the fee was set at $15 per 
inspection.

• Inside-town monthly sewer rates for 
residences and churches will rise 
from $73.50 to $76 between Jan. 1 
and June 30, 2014; and to $78.50 
between July 1 and Dec. 31, 2014. 
If the council approves a plan to pay 
off the wastewater treatment plant 
loans faster (thereby saving the town 
upwards of $600,000 during the life 
of the loan), those two rates will rise 
to $78.50 and $81, respectively.

• The town currently charges a 
descending rate for water, rather than 
ascending, meaning that the more 
water users consume, the less they 
pay per gallon. This is in opposition 
to industry standard and unwise, 
according to a water consultant. The 
council intends to change its pay rate 
to an ascending scale.

Sept. 23 regular meeting
• Council approved a three-year 

contract with Skagit County Sheriff’s 
Office, from 2014 through 2016. Law 
and ordinance enforcement through 
the county will cost the town the 
following annual amounts: 
   2014: $244,023 
   2015: $251,343 
   2016: $258,883 
   The county’s noise ordinance 
language and the town’s ordinances 
regarding dogs will be added to 
sheriff’s deputies’ enforcement duties.

• Town Planner Marianne Manville-
Ailles reported that she had gone over 
the paperwork for a water-connection 
and debris-removal request, and 
didn’t see any reason why the town 
couldn’t add a water connection. 
Manville-Ailles also reported that 
town code states that no accessory 
dwelling can be built without first 
building a residence. 
   Mayor Wilson stated that it was 
his impression that the intended 
eventual use was a residence and 
shop. Manville-Ailles stated that the 
town removing the debris is not a 
normal practice. Usually the property 
owner would be responsible for this.  
Doing this could set a precedent and 
Manville-Ailles warned against this. 
The town will not pay for debris 
removal.

Keep track of your council
   To have Concrete Town Council agendas and 
meeting minutes e-mailed to you automatically, 
e-mail your request to andreaf@concretewa.gov or 
call 360.853.8401.

CAMO COFFEE
HHH FALL SPECIAL HHH

Located at 31411 SR 20 • Lyman

50¢ OFF
With this coupon. Limit one coupon per 

customer. Expires Nov. 30, 2013.

Any Drink

THE BREAST  
 CARE SUITE

at United General Hospital

United Cares About Women: We 
employ more than 300 talented 
women who help us offer important 
services for our community. 
This October, please join us in 
celebrating and safeguarding 
women’s health.

Early Detection is Y our Best 
Defense against breast cancer. A 
mammogram can find a problem 

long before any symptoms arise. Most doctors recommend an 
annual mammogram for women over the age of 40.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month is a great time to schedule 
your mammogram in our Breast Care Suite.  Every woman 
receives a small gift from our Auxiliary and is entered into a 
drawing for a dinner gift certificate.

We’re a Pink Ribbon Facility, part of an elite group of facilities 
across the country that have raised the standard of breast care, 
providing digital mammography exams, with exclusive Soft 
Touch pads for your comfort.  For more information, please call 
(360) 856-7244.

2000 Hospital Drive Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 • (360) 856-6021 • www.unitedgeneral.org

United General Hospital 
Celebrates  

Women’s Health Month

Clip and save!

Letters, cont. from p. 2

some beautiful things happen with Jason 
Miller leading our town.

Darla Lamb
Concrete

Walt and Em an “unbeatable 
combination”
   A word of thanks to a delightful couple 
who “made my day” in early September.
   My husband, Bill, and I were in the 
middle of a roofing project gone wrong at 
our property at Lake Tyee. For the sake 
of love and harmony, I decided to take a 
drive into town. As I drove past the 5b’s 
Bakery, something looked different—
maybe just the sign was moved. I thought 
it might be open and pulled in.
   I was greeted at the door by a friendly 
young woman who explained that the 
bakery was not yet open. Immediately, 
the proprietor, Em Beals, asked if I’d like 
to come in and try some goodies. Good 
heavens, yes!
   I was escorted to a table by Em’s 
husband, Walt, who pulled up a chair and 
made me feel like a guest in his home. I 
was served delicious baked goods and a 
wonderful cup of coffee. Walt shared his 
and Em’s vision for the business, and Em 
talked about plans for special events. I 
was thoroughly enchanted.
   The Beals clearly bring an unbeatable 
combination of experience, genuine 
caring, and enthusiasm to the community.  
I look forward to our next visit to 
Concrete and 5b’s Bakery!

Betty Young
Titusville, Florida

Miller didn’t vote against fly-in
   Rumors. Gossip. When you are in 
a position where you need to make 
decisions that could possibly affect many 
lives, you try to do the best you can. In the 
time I have been on the Concrete Town 
Council, there have been many tough 
decisions. I try to vote for what I believe 
is the best for the people who live in this 
town. Sometimes we don’t agree. That is 
OK.
   I recently heard a rumor about Jason 
Miller, and something to the effect that he 
didn’t want the Concrete Fly-In to happen, 
which is why he voted against the town 
providing the insurance for it.
   This occurred back in 2012. If you want 
the details, you can read the minutes from 
the meeting, which are on file at the town 
office. The State Auditors Office advised 
us that it was not a good idea for the town 
to be put on the front line for liability in 
case something happened. The organizers 
were just going to have to supply their 

own insurance, like everyone else who 
has an event in town. The same organizers 
supplied their own insurance for the 2013 
fly-in.
   I believe Jason was voting to protect the 
town, but not against the fly-in.
   It is too bad that this rumor has caused 
people to say they will not vote for Jason 
Miller for mayor. They should at least 
use facts to base their vote on. Both 
Mayor Judd Wilson and Jason Miller have 
publicly said they are going to run clean 
campaigns. So how about if this town gets 
behind both these men and lets them have 
a good, clean campaign. Then “We the 
People” of Concrete can be proud of our 
town and vote Nov. 5.

Marla Reed
Concrete Town Council

Miller’s dreams “inspiring”
   I can’t stand politics. Honestly, I never 
thought I’d see the day when a campaign 
sign would grace our lawn. Granted, I’ve 
never met any politicians I felt I could 
trust.
   And then Jason Miller decided to run for 
mayor.
   If you’ve lived in the town of Concrete 
(and many surrounding areas), chances 
are, you’ve run into Jason. It is pretty 
clear to see how much he cares about this 
community. His dreams for our town are 
inspiring.
   I enjoy living in a small town and want 
to see it thrive. Jason already has done so 
much, between the community garden, 
Imagine Concrete, and the Concrete 
Herald. I can’t wait to see what he’ll do as 
mayor!
   And so we proudly display a sign on our 
lawn: Jason Miller for Concrete Mayor!

Rebekah Tiemens
Concrete

Candidate Forum a hit
   Those of you who missed the Candidate 
Forum Sept. 26 at 5b’s Bakery, you just 
missed Concrete’s event of the year!
   Candidate for Concrete Mayor Jason 
Miller took live questions from the 
audience and answered all questions 
posed. Nothing hidden, nothing dodged. 
A refreshing, open dialogue in complete 
transparency from an actual elected public 
official and community leader.
   The next event is slated for Oct. 17, at 7 
p.m. at 5b’s Bakery. This “encore” event 
will give the audience a chance to be 
heard before the Nov. 5 election. Let Jason 
make YOUR voice be heard in Concrete 
through your vote for a dynamic new 
administration in your historic home town.

Cam Steigleder
Arlington

Concrete Theatre 
to screen locally 
filmed horror flick 
on Halloween
   In July 2012, a Seattle film crew worked 
in Concrete, Marblemount, and other 
Upper Valley locations, filming something 
very scary.
   On Oct. 31, fans of horror movies 
can see what all the fuss was about. 
“The Anniversary” will screen at 
Concrete Theatre. Don’t miss this one 
chance to catch the movie in town. 
“The Anniversary” will show at 8 
p.m. Admission is $10; tickets can be 
purchased online by following the link at 
www.concrete-theatre.com.
   “The Anniversary” is rated R for horror, 
gore, and I’m betting some language too. 
No one under 17 will be admitted.
   Upper Valley actor Bruce Newburn 
plays a law enforcement officer in the 
movie and has a penchant for laughing 
at completely inappropriate moments. 
There’s also a good possibility that the 
directors and actors will be on hand; if 
you need me, I’ll be standing next to 
Alison Monda.

An evening with Reilly & Maloney
   If gore and horror aren’t your bag, try 
legendary folk singers Ginny Reilly and 
David Maloney, who will play Concrete 
Theatre on Oct. 4 at 7:30 p.m., joined by 
Wes Weddell on the mandolin.
   Tickets are $17 and available online at 
www.concrete-theatre.com. Tickets also 
will be available at the door for $20.
   For more information on either event, 
go to www.concrete-theatre.com or call 
360.941.0403.

—J. K. M.
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Sports

Concrete freshman Iris Nevin races a Bush School player for the ball during a home-field match 
Sept. 18. The Lions lost this one 8–0.

Concrete sophomore Dylan Clark roars toward the end zone with opposing players in pursuit 
during the Lions’ Sept. 27 game against the Seattle Lutheran Saints. After senior Josh Rogge put 
six points on the board, Clark’s first-quarter run added another TD and began to build Concrete’s 
lead, 16–0. On the Saints’ next possession, Lion junior Gibson Fichter tipped a pass into Clark’s 
hands, who scampered again into the end zone. The crushing back-to-back plays set the tone for 
the evening: The Lions devoured the Saints 57–7.

   Concrete’s football Lions won three of 
their four games in September to kick off 
the 2013 season.
   The Lions started the month by traveling 
to Ocosta and topping the Wildcats 42–12 
in a nonleague contest. Junior running 
back Gibson Fichter led the way by 
rushing for four touchdowns behind a 
solid effort by the Lions’ offensive line.
   Liberty Bell forfeited to Concrete in 
week two, because of a lack of eligible 
players.
   La Conner defeated the Lions 35–7 in 
week three, in a rare nonleague matchup 
of league rivals. Mason Swenson had four 
receptions and scored the Lions’ only 
touchdown in the game. Concrete and 
La Conner will play again during the last 
league game of the season.
   Concrete opened league play next with 
a 57–7 thrashing of Seattle Lutheran. 
Josh Rogge, Justin Medlock, and Don 
Olmstead led a Lion defense that held 
the Saints to less than 100 yards of 

total offense. Dylan Clark scored three 
touchdowns to lead the scoring parade. 
Fichter and Clay Nelson each had two 
scores. Lion offensive tackles Robert 
Nevin and Matt Baird blew big holes in 
the Saints’ defense for ball carriers to run 
through.
   Concrete is 1–0 in the NWB League and 
3–1 overall heading into a crucial October 
schedule in their quest to return to the 
State playoffs.

Lions football posts 
strong Sept. numbers
By Ron Rood, head coach

Concrete sports
schedules

Find them online:
nw1a2bathletics.com Miller

for Concrete Mayor

Jason

We can be more!
Vote Nov. 5

A vote for Jason Miller is a vote for ...
	 n	 Greater economic prosperity
 n	 Improved public safety
 n	 Accessible community government

We can be more!
Vote Miller on Nov. 5. Make your vote count!

Paid for by the Committee to elect Jason Miller.

for Concrete Mayor

   The Lady Lions Soccer team struggled 
in early pre-season to find enough girls 
to fill out their roster, but thanks to some 
solid recruiting in the 8th grade class, the 
team has rounded out with 12. Consisting 
of six returners and six newcomers, this 
year’s team has a steep learning curve to
climb and so far has risen to the challenge.
   On Sept. 10 the Lions traveled to Mount 
Vernon to challenge the Bulldogs’ JV 
team for their season opener. Because 
of ineligibility, the Lions played short-
sided, with nine versus a full MV squad 
plus subs. The team played with strength 
and solid effort the full 80 minutes, 
but fell short, losing 3–0. Our defense 
played considerably well given their 
inexperience, and our through balls in 
the attacking third provided for some 
quality scoring chances. Our team’s 
youth coupled with frustrations from 
playing with only nine showed we need to 
improve the confidence of our new players 
and build from that positive energy.
   The Lions traveled to Friday Harbor 
Sept. 16 for their first league game. The 
sun was out and it looked to be a great 
day for soccer, and proved to be—for the 
Wolverines. Friday Harbor was sporting 
and played even with the Lions’ short-
sided squad. It took us too long to get 
into “game mode,” with a lot of ball 
watching and negative energy clouding 
our decision-making and effort. The 
second half showed better energy, with 
some quality passing combinations and 
teamwork, but an overzealous effort to 
push the offense and a lack of long-term 
possession left us short as the Lions lost 
the match 7–0. Jonnie Rohweder filled 
in at sweeper, providing some needed 
strength in the back, and Xyomara Ramos 
had some excellent crash saves and strong 
tall hands from multiple corner kicks. 

Brook Barnedt provided great options on 
the wing and Madisyn Renzelman and 
Whitney Claybo picked up our defensive 
rotation and put the Friday Harbor offense 
under good pressure.
   Taking the field at home for the first 
time this season, the Lions took on The 
Bush School Blazers Sept. 18. This was 
also the Lions’ first match with 11 on the 
field. Bush is a strong team with a history 
of quality soccer. We treated this game 
like a really intense practice and put our 
most inexperienced players right in the 
middle of the action, in some of the fastest 
and most challenging positions on the 
field. We wanted to increase the speed 
at which they learned the game, and we 
came away with some positives and better 
understanding of the level of play that is 
expected. The Lions lost the match 8–0.
   The team traveled to Mount Vernon 
Christian Sept. 25 to take on the 
Hurricanes in their second league match. 
The squad was down to only nine players 
because of illness and ineligibility, so 
the game was sure to be a tough one 
for the Lions. The Hurricanes started a 
full team of 11 and came out to an early 
lead, scoring twice in the opening 10 
minutes. Captain goalkeeper Ramos 
caught a stray kick off her forehead 
diving for a save around the 12-minute 
mark and needed to be pulled from the 
game when a second strike from a ball 
caught her square in the face. Captain 
Jonnie Rohweder volunteered to step 
into the box for her first-ever appearance 
as a goalie and did remarkably well. 
She commanded the defense and tallied 
14 saves. Other notable performances 
came from Barnedt and Renzelman at 
defense. Barnedt worked harder than 
I’ve ever seen. She made good decisions 
with the ball and put their offense under 

Senior goalkeeper Xyomara Ramos tangles with a charging Bush School player while 
attempting a save during the Lions’ first home game Sept. 18. Ramos got the save.

A full team!
Concrete soccer hits the field with stronger numbers.
By Adam Woodworth, head coach

constant pressure. Tate Mathis also had 
an exceptional game, particularly in the 
second half and late in the game, earning 
quality scoring chances and retreating 
to help defend. The whole team never 
quit; in fact, they got stronger and faster 

as the game wore on, a testament to the 
hard work and conditioning they’ve put 
forth in practices. The Lions lost 8–0, 
but MVC Coach Warman and Athletic 

See Soccer, p. 27

Left: Junior Clay Nelson hauls in a pass and tears down the sideline for a second-quarter TD. 
Above: QB Dallas Newby hunkers over for a snap near the Lion end zone during the soggy Sept. 
27 game against Seattle Lutheran.
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   For those of you who missed the big 
news, Concrete Heritage Museum has 
entered the 21st century! Because of the 
efforts of the multi-talented Bill Pfeifer, 
the museum now has a fantastic Web site, 
www.concreteheritagemuseum.org.
   The crowning gem is the Concrete 
Herald archives that are now accessible 
online. There are a few issues missing, but 
this online collection is the most complete 
in the entire world. Our collective thanks 
goes to Jason Miller for providing the 
noncurrent year editions and to Puget 
Sound Energy for converting to digital 
images the issues on microfilm residing at 
the Washington State Library. This news is 
being repeated because the Web site also 
provides YOU the opportunity to donate 
to the museum without all the hassles of 
coming in to see us.
   The preliminary artwork has been 

completed on Don Payne’s mural on the 
side of the Concrete Laundromat. Contact 
him for details on how you can help with 
this project showcasing Concrete, and be 
sure to read the article about the project on 
p. 10 of the September issue of Concrete 
Herald.
Coming events
   Check out the return of the famous 
Concrete Ghost Walk. Performances will 
be every Saturday evening in October. 
Details are at www.concrete-wa.com; 
reservations are required. If you’ve never 
attended this unique event, now is your 
chance. New characters have been added 
this year, so come join in the fun.
   Monthly meetings are held year-round 
on the third Wednesday of each month at 
7 p.m. at the museum and are open to the 
public.

—John Boggs

C o n c r e t e  H e r i t a g e  M u s e u m  n e w s

Children and family programs

• Ready Readers Preschool Storytime, 
Thursdays, Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; 
9:30 to 10:15 a.m.

• Baby & Me Storytime, Thursdays, 
Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; 11 to 11:30 
a.m.

• LEGO Club, Thursdays, Oct. 3, 17; 
3 to 4 p.m.

• Fall Exploration Band, Mondays, Oct. 
14, 21, 28

Adults
• Guitar for adults, Tuesdays, Oct. 15, 

22, 29; noon; preregistration required.

• Darrington Bibliophiles (book 
lovers), Wed., Oct. 2, 6:30 p.m.

   The library will be closed Mon., Oct. 7, 
for staff in-service training.
   For more information, go to www.sno-
isle.org?ID=1194 or call 360.436.1600.

Volunteers needed
   Darrington Library seeks adult 
volunteers to assist with basic library 
tasks. Contact Patsy Cloer, volunteer 
coordinator, at 360.436.1600.

—Bryan Stratton, branch manager

October at the Darrington Library

Upper Skag it Library
At the

   Hello fall! September was a busy month 
and bought many changes.
   Raley Collins was our lucky raffle 
winner of a new bike. Raley completed 
her reading log by reading 800 minutes 
during our Summer Reading program. 
Erica Knuth won the free pass to Skagit 
Speedway for reading the most minutes; 
Erica logged a total of 3,600 minutes!
   On Sept. 5, Sarai Stevens came and 
talked about her new book, Seeds for a 
New Day (see “Books,” p. 32). Sarai did 
a wonderful job explaining the meaning 
behind her book and sharing her personal 
story. Thank you FOUSL for sponsoring 
this event.
   September also brought the end of my 

time at the Upper Skagit Library. I want 
to thank all the families and community 
partners who made my time so very 
enjoyable. I will miss this role very much, 
but I’m leaving for an even bigger role as 
a full-time mom. Thanks again!
   This month, Nancy B. Johnson will 
discuss her book, Strong Memories, a 
collection of life stories, on Oct. 24 at 7 
p.m. at the library.
   Oct. 20–26 is National Friends of the 
Library week. Look forward to LEGOS 
on Oct. 25, from 3 to 5 p.m.
   The next board meeting is Oct. 17 at 5 
p.m.

—Stephanie Morgareidge
Youth Services

   The Lions Club will hold its Halloween 
party in the K-8 School gym on Oct. 31, 
from 5 to 7 pm. There will be games, free 
hot dogs, and cider. Bring the kiddos for a 
great time.
   The Lions Club will hold its October 
meetings on Oct. 2 and 16, in the front 
room at Annie’s Pizza. The meeting 
starts at 6:30 p.m.; however, there is 
always a group that meets to eat and 

Lions ROAR
socialize before the meeting, usually 
about 6 p.m. All existing members, mark 
your calendars. For those interested in 
becoming a member, submitting a request, 
or just seeing what we are about, please 
feel free to stop in.
   Looking ahead: It is not too early to 
think about that tree you will decorate this 
Christmas. The Lions Club will sell trees 
the first three weekends in December. 
Mark your calendar and come see us; we 
are always happy to visit with you and get 
you fitted for the perfect tree.

 —Connie Smithhart

The Upper Skagit Library
must find a new home. 

The process of accomplishing 
this goal has begun.

 Please contact the library 
if you have any concerns, 

questions, suggestions,
or if you would like to help.

360.853.7939
info@upperskagit.lib.wa.us

 We need volunteers. 
We want to hear from you.

Middle school 
volleyball team 
starts season with 
fundamentals, fun
By Rob Thomas, head coach

   The 2013 edition of middle school girls 
volleyball season began Sept. 9 with 
fifteen girls desiring to play. (One young 
man joined the team two weeks into the 
season.)
   The goals for the girls are:
1. Teach the fundamentals of the game.
2. Learn to work together as a team.
3. Improve each and every week.
4. Have fun.
   Martha Schoolland’s return as an 
assistant coach provides more individual 
coaching to address specific needs. The 
reality is that most middle school girls 
have not played competitive volleyball 
prior to playing in middle school. That’s 
one of the reasons why fundamentals are 
emphasized every day. Also, having past 
Concrete varsity standouts like Frankie 
Rohweder (2009–2012) share their 
expertise makes an incredible impact on 
the younger players.
   The first match against Conway was 
postponed because there were not enough 
eligible players.
   Orcas Island visited Concrete on Sept. 
26. The eighth grade team did not prove 
to be gracious hosts, sweeping Orcas 
25–20 and 25–10. Key to the game was 
serving: The Lady Lions were 24 of 26 in 
the first game and 21 of 24 in the second 
game. While not necessarily the most 
powerful serves, they have been getting 
in the court, which provides the team the 
opportunity to keep the ball in play and 
score. The seventh grade team lost the first 
game 25–19, but came back to win the 
second 25–27 and the deciding third game 
15–10. Although their serving was not 
as accurate as they’d hoped for (37–52), 
they got their serves in when the games 
were on the line. Serving under pressure 
can be incredibly challenging and both 
coaches were thrilled with how the girls 
responded.
   With nine matches left in the season as 
of Sept. 30, there is a lot of volleyball to 
be played. Seventh graders play first on 
Mondays and Tuesdays (4 p.m.), with the 
eighth graders playing second (5 p.m.).  
The schedule is reversed on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays. Come out and support 
your present middle-school volleyball 
teams and your future high-school 
volleyball stars.

Nick VanJaarsveld
Financial Advisor

913 Metcalf Street
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
Bus. 360-855-0239  Fax 866-816-2219
Cell 360-333-4849
nick.vanjaarsveld@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Big growth for HS 
volleyball team
By Kevik Rensink, head coach

   I didn’t know that coaching volleyball 
would be this much fun. But I also didn’t 
know that I was going to have such a 
great group of young ladies to work with.
   We have 13 players this year, and 
although our number of participants is 
down, their enthusiasm, attitude, and work 
ethic are way up. The girls have grown 
tremendously since our first practice in 
August, and they have done it together.
   We started off the year with a 3–0 
win at Tulalip Heritage High School in 
Marysville. The girls played well, winning 
25–13, 25–18, and 25–16. Samantha 
Christensen finished with nine kills, 
Jasmine Hopfield had 11 assists, Anjelika 
Koenig was a perfect 16–16 on serves, 
and Kelse Cargile was a perfect 8–8 on 
serve receive.
   Our first home match was a 0–3 loss 
(14–25, 20–25, 19–25) to a very hard-
hitting Liberty Bell team. Christensen 
and Cassidy Cargile each had three kills, 
Koenig had five digs and continued her 
perfect serving (7–7), and Hopfield had 
four assists and four blocks.
   We then traveled to Mount Vernon and 
picked up a 3–0 win over their JV squad. 
The girls continued to improve, winning 
25–15, 25–5, and 25–12. Hopfield had a 
great night, serving 22–22, logging 13–13 
on serve receive, and getting 10 assists. 
Christensen continued her dominance at 
the net with seven more kills.
   Next up was Cedar Park Christian. We 
got down early, losing the first set 25–18. 
The girls showed amazing character 
when they bounced back to take the 
next three in a row 25–21, 25–14, and 
25–12. Koenig had a great night, serving 
19–20, 21–22 on passing, and five kills. 
Christensen finished with seven kills, and 
Hopfield had eight assists.
   On Sept. 26 we hosted Orcas and battled 
with them every step of the way. We lost 
3–0, but it wasn’t from a lack of effort. 
The first two sets could have gone either 
way, losing 26–28 and 23–25. Those were 
heartbreakers, but we competed at a very 
high level, we have learned from it, and 
we have become a better team as a result 
of it. We served 92 percent as a team, with 
Hopfield and Koenig combining to serve 
33–33. Christensen tied her career high of 
nine kills, and Cassidy Cargile contributed 
seven assists.
   Our players are 3–2 and they improve 
daily. They continue to set the bar very 
high for themselves, and they have yet 

Senior Sam Christensen slams one over the 
net as the Lady Lions battled Orcas Island on 
home court Sept. 26.

Haley McNealey (right) and Kelse Cargile 
jump high in a blocking attempt during the 
team’s Sept. 26 game against the Orcas Island 
Vikings.

Concrete 8th grader Alyssa Roberts serves 
as her middle school volleyball team hosted 
the Orcas Island Vikings Sept. 26.

Lion 8th grader Sydnee Butler finds just the 
right angle to return the ball Sept. 26, as the 
middle school team took on Orcas Island on 
their home court.

to take a step backward. I’m proud of 
what they have accomplished so far, and 
I am thrilled to see what they will do 
as we head into the toughest part of our 
schedule.  Our next home matches are on 
Oct. 3, 10, 14, 17, and 22. JV plays at 5 
p.m.; Varsity at 6:30.

Sports schedules
nw1a2bathletics.com
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Academics

Concrete K-8 edges 
closer to salad bar goal
   An anonymous donor has pledged to 
donate $1,300 toward the purchase of 
a new salad bar for the Concrete K-8 
cafeteria—if community members will 
match it.
   So far, donations have reached $1,000, 
leaving only $300 to go.
   When the remaining $300 is donated, 
the refrigerated salad bar will be ordered 
for shipment.
   To donate:
1. Go online to https://

saladbars2schools.org/campaigns
2. Search for Concrete School District 

on the donation page.
3. Donate any amount.

GROCERIES / PRODUCE / MEAT
	 •	 Fishing	Tackle	&	Licenses	
	 •	 24-Hour	Ice
	 •	 LOTTO	&	Cash	Machine
	 •	 Western	Union
	 •	 Copies	/	FAX	Service
	 •	 Movie	Rentals
	 •	 Spirits

Take-Out from our Deli!
Hot	Dogs	-	BBQ	Roasted	Chicken	-	Pizza

Monday	thru	Saturday	|	9	AM	-	8	PM
Sunday	|	10	AM	-	6	PM

44546	State	Route	20,	Concrete
360.853.8540 | FAX 360.853.8208

www.redapplemarkets.com

Photo courtesy of Kirsten Boyer Photography.

PTO update
   The Concrete Parent-Teacher 
Organization has an exciting agenda for 
September and October.
   PTO Family Game Night is scheduled 
for Sept. 26 from 6 to 8 p.m. A spaghetti 
feed is included. There is no cost for this 
event, but suggested donations are $5 
per plate or $20 per family. Bring your 
favorite family game to play and share. 
We also are accepting game donations.
   A Family Pumpkin Run will be held 
Oct. 24 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Bring a 
pumpkin to carve and run in the race to 
win a free pumpkin.
   Parents are asked to accompany their 
children to all events, unless specifically 
informed otherwise.
   PTO meetings are held the second 
Wednesday of each month from 6 to 
7 p.m. The public is welcome and 
encouraged to attend.

—Sheena Daniels

Concrete students earn 
IT Academy certifications
   During the May 30 Concrete School 
District Board meeting, Concrete 
High School Principal Mike Holbrook 
presented several students with a 
Microsoft certificate for achieving college 
credits for Microsoft IT Academy classes 
they’d taken. 
   The IT Academy helps students attain 
industry-recognized certification in a 
variety of Microsoft technologies. Each 
student can earn up to 10 college credits, 
depending on how many courses they 
take. The courses include Microsoft Word, 
Excel, Access, and PowerPoint.
   Certification is increasingly important 
to employers. A recent search of www.
indeed.com showed more than 8,800 open 
positions in Washington that require or 
prefer some Microsoft technology, and 

YD update
   Fire it up! That’s what time of year it is. 
It’s time to fire up the grill and fire up the 
students of Concrete High School.
   After much prayer and planning, 
Concrete Youth Dynamics is ready to 
finally kick off the year. We have a great 
group of student leaders and a very 
outgoing, caring volunteer staff.
   Concrete YD meets every Monday 
night from 7–9 p.m. to bring the youth 
of our community together in a very 
positive and fun atmosphere. We want 
the students to engage in each other 
through conversation, group activities, and 
adventure trips, while building meaningful 
and lasting relationships.
   Our first Monday night meeting was 
Sept. 30 at Veteran’s Memorial Park. We 
supplied barbeque goodies and several 
activities for the teenagers to choose from.
   We want our youth to have a voice in 
this community, and we want them to 
know that we care more about who they 

are than what they do. All high school-age 
youth are welcome, and there is no cost to 
attend.
   We have several other events coming up 
in October:

• Cardboard Gladiator Night
• Town Shark Night
• Dodgeball Night
• Annual Harvest Party on Oct. 28

   Youth Dynamics also does several 
adventure trips throughout the year, 
including backpacking, kayaking, and 
whitewater rafting.
   If you are new in the area, this is a 
great way to meet other students and get 
involved in a safe environment. If your 
son or daughter is interested in joining 
us for some crazy fun times in the Upper 
Skagit Valley, we would love to see them 
there.
   If you have any questions or need 
more information, please call us at 
360.853.6815.

—Kevik and Marta RensinkSeveral Concrete High School students were awarded certifications from Microsoft IT 
Academy last May. The academy allows students to earn college credit for individual Microsoft 
classes; with certifications in hand, students improve their chances of finding a good job. From 
left, Amanda Perry, Samuel Holbrook, Bowen Beals, Dawson Bass, and Hannah Kononen. Not 
pictured: Karissa Bates, Tavish Beals, Adam Day, Joshua Gentry, Cheyenne Hayes, Cutter 
Klabacka, Donald Olmstead, Daniel Shaffer, Seth Shaffer, Sheyenne Sydnes, and Ashten Tygret.

4-H Club kicks off 
new year Oct. 4
   Furs & Things 4-H Club will start its 
new year in October.
   The largest youth development 
organization in the nation, 4-H has a 
Concrete club. They support young 
people from kindergarten through 12th 
grade with programs designed to shape 
future leaders and innovators. 4-H 
participants engage in hands-on learning 
activities in the areas of science, 
citizenship, and healthful living.
   For more information or to join, 
e-mail fursandthings@yahoo.com or 
call 360.853.8095.

See Academy, p. 13

Academy, cont. from p. 12

more than 4,700 open positions seeking 
Microsoft Office skills.
   Students who received their certificates 
at the board meeting were Amanda Perry, 
Samuel Holbrook, Bowen Beals, Dawson 
Bass, and Hannah Kononen.
   Those not present but also achieving this 
goal included Karissa Bates, Tavish Beals, 
Adam Day, Joshua Gentry, Cheyenne 
Hayes, Cutter Klabacka, Donald 
Olmstead, Daniel Shaffer, Seth Shaffer, 
Sheyenne Sydnes, and Ashten Tygret.
   All students were congratulated for their 
high level of success with these courses.

School district 
names new hires
   Concrete School 
District has a new 
athletic director and 
a new food service 
director.
   Karl Kersteter took 
over the AD reins from 
Concrete K-8 School 
Principal Rob Dahl, 
who held the post 
during the 2012–13 
school year. Kersteter 
has been transportation 
supervisor since 2006 
and will retain those 
duties in addition to 
his new role. Even 
though he’s never 
been an AD before, Kersteter said he’s 
confident in his ability to perform.
   “It’s a matter of organization. It’s a 
management job,” he said. “Plus, I’ve 
gotten a lot of good help from other folks, 
like Rob Dahl, Coach Ron Rood, and 
former AD Don Beazizo.”
   Marla Reed, a bus driver and food 

Kersteter

Reed

service cashier for the district since 2001, 
got the nod as food service director after 
a long wait. “I’ve been gunning for it for 
eight years,” she said.
   With her background in deli 
management, cooking for large kid camps, 
and working under chefs, Reed is a good 
fit for the position. She’ll handle employee 
management, lunch qualifications, 
copious amounts of paperwork, and menu 
planning with the district’s nutritionist.

Be aware of food 
allergies when bringing 
treats to school
   BPT — Back-to-school season is in 
full effect and parents are preparing their 
children for a safe and successful school 
year. At the beginning of the school 
year, many teachers organize a list of 
parents who will supply treats for special 
occasions throughout the year.
   As the school year gets under way, 
parents, teachers, and school staff need to 
keep in mind children who have food-
related allergies, both in the classroom 
and in the school building.

   All states have laws governing how 
schools protect students and employees 
with allergies and asthma, but these laws 
vary from state to state. Check out what 
laws and policies have been established in 
Washington at www.statehonorroll.org.
   Also keep the guidelines from your state 
in mind as you purchase or make treats for 
your child’s classroom, from Halloween 
all the way to Valentine’s Day.

• Check with the classroom teacher 
and the school first about foods that 
should not be brought into the school 
building.

• When preparing foods—or shopping 
at the grocery store—make certain 
the items you’ll be taking to the 
classroom don’t come in contact with 
foods that are barred from the school.

• If your child has been diagnosed 
with a food allergy, consider making 
special treats he can enjoy without 
worrying about the snacks containing 
the foods he’s allergic to. Also create 
an allergy action plan with your 
child’s doctor, teacher, and the school 
nurse.

   Encourage your children to enjoy 
special treat time at school. But also 
encourage them to be aware that some 
of their classmates may have serious 
reactions if they are to come in contact 
with certain foods.

—Brandpoint
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OCTOBER
1 Upper Valley author Nicola Pearson reading at Sedro-Woolley Library,
 802 Ball St., 6:30 p.m.; info at 360.855.1166
4 Grub n’ Groove Potluck and Open Mic, Howard Miller Steelhead Park
 Clubhouse, Rockport; “Genetic Roulette” movie at 5 p.m., potluck and
 sign-up at 6:30 p.m., music and performances at 7:30 p.m.
4 Reilly & Maloney play Concrete Theatre; see notice, p. 7
5 Darrington Merchants Day, Hometown Cafe, Darrington, 10 a.m. to 
 2 p.m.; info at 360.436.9603
5–6 Skagit Valley Festival of Family Farms, various locations throughout 
 Skagit County, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; info at www.farmtour.com
10 “Genetic Roulette: The Gamble of Our Lives,” plays at Concrete
 Theatre, 6:30 p.m., followed by Q&A session regarding GMOs
11 Corps of Engineers meeting to discuss Burlington levee addition,
 Clear Lake Fire Hall, 1 p.m.; see notice, p. 14
12 Community Troop Support Drop-off Day, Walmart, Mount Vernon, 
 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; info at www.swcommunitytroopsupport.com
12 Harvest Festival, Mansford Grange, Darrington, 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.;
 see notice, p. 25
12 Darrington Community Dance, Mansford Grange, Darrington (behind the
 IGA); music workshop at 4:30 p.m., potluck at 5:30 p.m., dance at 
 7 p.m.; suggested donation $7; info at mriggen64@yahoo.com
17 Candidate Forum for Concrete mayoral candidate Jason Miller,
 5b’s Bakery, 45597 Main St., Concrete, 7 p.m.; info at 360.853.8213 or
 goodwords@frontier.com
17 Komo Kulshan Chapter of American Rhododendron Society meeting,
 Burlington Community Center, 1011 Greenleaf St., Burlington, 7:30 
 p.m.; info at 360.856.2410 or www.flounder.ca/komokulshan/index.asp
24 Marblemount author and poet Nancy B. Johnson discusses her book,
 Strong Memories, Upper Skagit Library, 7 p.m.
25–27 Annual Lighting Event, Northwest Garden Bling, 44574 Hwy. 20, 
 Grasmere; see notice, p. 39; info at 360.708.3279
26 Heart to Heart Charity Halloween Party Fundraiser, Old Town 
 Hall, Lyman, 5 to 6:30 p.m.; see notice, p. 18; info at 360.826.3818 or 
 hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com
26 Halloween Dance and Harvest Potluck to benefit KSVU, Marblemount 
 Community Hall, Marblemount; 6 to 10 p.m.; suggested admission $5 
 single, $12 family; potluck and costume contest; silent auction to benefit
 the hall; volunteers needed for setup and/or cleanup: call 360.770.1524
29 Senate Natural Resources and Parks Committee meeting (elk situation to
 be discussed), Skagit County Commissioners’ Hearing Room, 1800
 Continental Place, Mt. Vernon, 1:30 p.m.; see article, p. 5; info at
 kirk.pearson@leg.wa.gov or 360.786.7676
31 Concrete Lions Club Halloween Party, Concrete K-8 School gym, 5 to 7
 p.m.; see notice, p. 11
31 “The Anniversary” screens at Concrete Theatre; see article, p. 7

NOVEMBER
2 American Legion Craft/Bake Sale, American Legion Post, Concrete,
 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; see notice, p. 39
5 Election Day; see articles, pp. 4 and 16; info at www.skagitcounty.net, 
 scauditor@co.skagit.wa.us, or 360.336.9420
7 Poet Richard Harris discusses his latest book, Alaska and Northwest
 Selected Poems, Upper Skagit Library, 7 p.m.
8–9 “Hope’s Alive” Conference & Concert for Women, featuring Kathy
 Troccoli, Sedro-Woolley High School; $30 admission; see ad, p. 3; info at
 360.853.3066
*Community Calendar is updated daily at www.concrete-herald.com/calendar

Community Calendar Community meetings
   Coffee Talk, a casual conversation about 
Concrete’s transformation, meets the third Fri. 
of each month at 8 a.m. at The Washington 
Cafe and Bakery, Concrete Town Center. 
360.853.8213.
   Community Chat, an informal conversation 
about projects in Darrington, meets the second 
Fri. of each month at 8 a.m., at Mountain 
Loop Books and Coffee, 1085 Darrington St., 
Darrington. 360.436.2167
   Concrete American Legion Post and 
Auxiliary meet the second Tue. of each month, 
Sept. through May, at 5:30 p.m. in the American 
Legion Building. 360.853.8940.
   Concrete Chamber of Commerce meets the 
second Thur. of each month at 8 a.m. Meetings 
usually are held at Concrete Center in Concrete. 
360.466.8754 or concretechamber@mac.com.
   Concrete Heritage Museum Board meets 
the third Wed. of each month, at 7 p.m. at the 
museum. Meetings are open to the public. 
360.826.3075 or concreteheritagemuseum@
stumpranchonline.com
   Concrete Lions Club meets the first and third 
Wed. of each month, at Annie’s Pizza Station, 
Concrete. Social at 6 p.m.; meeting at 6:30.
   Concrete School Board will hold a work 
session on Aug. 26, at 6 p.m. in the high school 
Commons. The board will hold its regular 
meeting Aug. 29 at 6 p.m. in the high school 
Commons. 360.853.8141.
   Concrete Town Council meets the second 
and fourth Monday of each month at Town 
Hall, 45672 Main St., Concrete, at 7 p.m. 
360.853.8401 or andreaf@concretewa.gov.
   Darrington Area Business Assn (DABA) 
meets the third Wed. of each month, 7 p.m., at 
Cascade Senior Center, 1115 Darrington St., 
Darrington. 360.436.2167.
   Darrington Town Council meets the 
second Wed. of each month at Town Hall, 
1005 Cascade St., at 7 p.m. 360.436.1131 or 
darrcityhall@glacierview.net.
   Forest Park Cemetery District No. 5 meets 
the second Wed. of each month at the cemetery 
office on Compton Lane in Concrete, at 8 a.m. 
360.708.3656.
   Friends of Upper Skagit Library (FOUSL) 

Board meets the third Tuesday of odd-
numbered months at the East County Resource 
Center in Concrete, at 1 pm. Public welcome to 
attend. uslfriends@gmail.com.
   Hamilton Town Council meets the second 
Tue. of each month at Town Hall, 584 Maple St., 
Hamilton, at 7 p.m. 360.826.3027.
   Imagine Concrete typically meets the third 
Tue. of each month in the Pilots’ Lounge at 
Mears Field in Concrete, at 6 p.m., but its 
October meeting will be Oct. 16. 360.853.8213 
or goodwords@frontier.com.
   KSVU station info and host training, 
second Wed. of each month at Portable B 
behind Concrete K-8 School, 1 to 4 p.m. Call 
360.416.7001 to confirm appointment.
   Lyman Town Council meets the second Tue. 
of each month at Lyman Town Hall (Minkler 
Mansion), 8405 S. Main St., Lyman, at 7 p.m. 
360.826.3033 or clerk_lyman@msn.com.
   PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) Skagit County Chapter, 
meets the second Monday of each month at The 
Safe Haven Room, Central United Methodist 
Church, 1013 Polte Rd. Sedro-Woolley, from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 360.856.4676, www.pflagskagit.org.
   Saukrates Cafe meets the last Wed. of each 
month at Annie’s Pizza Station in Concrete, 
at 6 p.m. Conversation topics are posted at 
Upper Skagit Library and http://saukratescafe.
wordpress.com.
   Sedro-Woolley High School Alumni 
Association meets the third Wed. of each 
month, at 1 p.m., at the Sedro-Woolley Senior 
Center. 360.424.7243
   Sedro-Woolley Town Council meets the 
second and fourth Wed. of each month, at 7 
p.m., in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 325 
Metcalf St. 360.855.1661.
   Sedro-Woolley School District Board meets 
for a special work study session Aug. 21 at 
5:30 p.m. Its regular meeting is Aug. 26 at 7 
p.m. at the Support Services Bldg. on Cook Rd. 
360.855.3500 or kcargile@swsd.k12.wa.us.
   Upper Skagit Library District (USLD)
Board meets the third Thurs. of each month at 
5 p.m. in the library, located in the Ted Anderson 
building on Main St. in Concrete. Public is 
welcome. 360.853.7939 or info@upperskagit.
lib.wa.us.

AreA Food BAnks
Clear Lake
Community Covenant Food Bank
Next to church at 12605 Hwy 9, Clear Lake
For a referral, call Love Inc. at 360.419.7061 
between 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

Concrete
Concrete Food Bank
112 E. Main St., Concrete
Second, third, and fourth Thur. each month,
Noon–3 p.m.
360.853.8505

Darrington
Darrington Food Bank
First Baptist Church
1205 Emmens St., Darrington
First and third week each month:
Wed. and Thur., 10–noon and 1–2 p.m.
360.436.9603

Hamilton
Hamilton Community Food Bank
951 Petit St., Hamilton
Every Tue., 11–noon and 1–3 p.m.

360.826.4090

Lyman
Shepherd’s Heart Food Bank
8334 S. Main St., Lyman
Every Thur. 10:30 a.m.– 1 p.m.
Third Thur. each month till 5 p.m.

Marblemount
Bread of Life Food Bank
59850 State Route 20, Marblemount
First and third Wed. each month
11 a.m.– 5 p.m.
360.873.2504

Sedro-Woolley
Helping Hands Food Bank
601 Cook Rd., Sedro-Woolley
Wed., 10–11:45 a.m. and 12:30–4 p.m.
Commodities distributed first Wed. each month
360.856.2211

*Changes? Call 360.853.8213.360-855-1288
1008 Third St. • Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

www.lemleychapel.com    info@lemleychapel.com 

Rick Lemley
Doug Hutter
Tobi Stidman

Corps of Engineers 
meeting slated 
to discuss levee 
addition
   An Army Corps of Engineers meeting 
with local drainage district commissioners 
will be held Fri., Oct. 11, at 1 p.m. at the 
Clear Lake Fire Hall.
   The purpose of the meeting is to discuss 

the levee addition that is planned along 
the Skagit River in Burlington.
   Raising the levee height has caused 
some pushback from residents who live in 
Clear Lake and Sedro-Woolley.
   “The more of us who can attend this 
meeting and let them know our concern 
for this decision, the better,” said Clear 
Lake resident Sylvia Matterand. “It won’t 
change what they are doing, but it can 
send a message to them that we are not 
happy about it.”

—J. K. M.

Outdoor burning 
restrictions lifted Sept. 23
   The outdoor burn ban was lifted for 
all of the unincorporated areas of Skagit 
County as of 8 a.m. on Sept. 23.
   If you reside within an incorporated city 
or town, or within an urban growth area 
in Skagit County, contact your city or 
town’s fire department for burn restriction 
information.
   In unincorporated Skagit County 
(outside of urban growth areas), you 
may burn a pile four feet by four feet (or 
smaller) of natural vegetation without 
a permit. Burn Permits from the Skagit 
County Deputy Fire Marshal are required 

if you plan to burn a larger pile.
   You can leave a message for the Deputy 
Fire Marshal at 360.419.7789. He will 
compile a list of those who request a burn 
permit and will contact each person in the 
order their request is received.
   Only natural vegetation (leaves, grass, 
and tree trimmings) may be burned. It is 
never legal to burn any of the following: 
garbage, household trash, lumber, building 
construction waste, or demolition debris.
   To find out more information regarding 
the burn program, go to the Fire Marshal 
page on the Skagit County Web site, 
www.skagitcounty.net, or contact the 
Skagit County Deputy Fire Marshal at 
360.419.7703.

Candidate Forum
Meet Concrete mayoral candidate

Jason Miller
Thur., Oct. 17, 7 p.m.

5b’s Bakery, 45597 Main St., Concrete

He ain’t heavy! These two neighborhood dogs are often seen dozing on the Clear Lake 
Elementary School grounds. On warmer days they’ve been spotted walking through the open 
doors leading to the classrooms. Photo by Barb Rumsey.

Our area businesses
adver tise in these pages

to bring you Concrete Herald each month.
Please suppor t them!
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Sedro-Woolley
   The Nov. 5 general election will 
see incumbent City Council members 
in Wards 3 and 6 facing challengers. 
Concrete Herald asked all four candidates 
to respond to questions about their 
platforms.

Ward 3
   Incumbent Ward 3 Councilman Thomas 
Storrs faces challenger Brenda Kinzer. 
Storrs was contacted via e-mail and 
phone, but he did not submit a response to 
questions.

Brenda Kinzer
Employment:
   Currently a student 
at Skagit Valley 
College pursuing a 
degree in Medical 
Assisting. For 25 
years prior, employed 
in the Skagit Valley 
in the horticultural 
and logging industries, 
primarily in managerial positions.

Education:
   Will obtain Associates in Technical Arts 
degree in Medical Assisting in 2014.

Other experience:
   Through my previous employment, I 
have experience in budgeting, purchasing, 

inventory control, human resources, 
and accounting. Each of these areas are 
relevant to a city council position. I have 
a great deal of fundraising, accounting, 
and organizational experience obtained 
through my volunteer involvement with 
fastpitch softball, Little League, and 
school parent groups.

Why are you the best choice for the 
Ward 3 position?
   I want to bring fresh ideas to Sedro-
Woolley government. We need to be 
open-minded and be willing to explore 
all options when solving issues within the 
city. The City Council needs each member 
to come to the table with ideas that will 
bring the city into a stable and thriving 
future. I will help lead the city of Sedro-
Woolley into a new era of positive change.

What is Sedro-Woolley’s greatest 
challenge in the next 5 to 10 years?
   Having a strong financial foundation is 
a challenge for most municipalities these 
days. I believe Sedro-Woolley can regain 
a strong financial foothold with smart 
choices in spending and making cutbacks 
that will have the least negative impact. 
Raising taxes is not always the answer for 
a city to gain revenue. Alternatives need to 
be explored regarding new businesses and 
the fees they are currently being required 
to pay.

What element within Sedro-Woolley 
has the greatest potential for 
success?
   New businesses are the key to the 
success of Sedro-Woolley. The city has 
tremendous potential to become home 
to a thriving industrial hub once again, 
there is a need for more retail businesses, 
and there is a great deal of empty space 
(buildings) that needs to be filled in order 
to create the tax revenue required. Once 
the city government determines how to 
make Sedro-Woolley more inviting to 
large and small businesses, the city will 
begin to flourish.

Describe Sedro-Woolley 25 and 50 
years from now, assuming your 
involvement as an elected official.
   In 25 years Sedro-Woolley will be 
a thriving town with a very low crime 
rate and plenty of activities for youth. 
The unemployment rate is almost 
nonexistent due to businesses that have 
come to town. Almost all of the residents’ 
shopping needs are met locally. Fifty 
years from now, the town is continuing 
down the same path, and preserves the 
important history and character of the city.  
Sedro-Woolley has gained a wonderful 
reputation and is looked at as a model for 
other towns pursuing sustainability.

Ward 6
   In his 14th year on the council, 
incumbent Ward 6 Councilman Rick 
Lemley faces challenger Thomas Swett. 
Lemley was contacted via e-mail and 
phone, but he did not submit a response to 
questions.

Thomas Swett
Employment:
   Owner, A1 Heated Storage, Sedro-
Woolley.

Education:
   High school graduate.

Other experience:
   Willingness to get involved.

Wards 3 and 6 incumbents challenged
Election 2013

Kinzer

Low-cost to no-
cost health plans 
available
United General Hospital offers free, 
one-on-one assistance to help 
individuals find the health insurance 
that fits their needs and budget.
   SEDRO-WOOLLEY — Washington 
Healthplanfinder is open for business.
   The online marketplace allows users 
to find, compare, and enroll in health 
insurance in Washington. Go to www.
wahealthplanfinder.org, call 855.923.4633, 
or make a free, one-on-one appointment 

with a certified navigator by calling 
360.856.7384, to find low-cost to no-cost 
health plans that are right for you and your 
family.
   The service is available to individuals, 
families, and small business owners. All
health insurance plans offered through 
the Washington Healthplanfinder 
Web site include 11 essential benefits: 
ambulatory services, emergency services, 
hospitalization, maternity and
newborn care, mental health and substance 
use disorder services, prescription drugs, 
rehabilitative and habilitative services, 
laboratory services, preventative and 
wellness services, chronic disease 
management, and pediatric services.

—Submitted by United General Hospital

Sedro-Woolley 
icon Anne 
Janicki passes
   Janicki family matriarch and longtime 
Sedro-Woolley citizen Anne Janicki 
passed away Sept. 17. She was 83 years old.
   “Annie” was born March 27, 1930, in 
Bellevue to Lebanese immigrants Rose 
and William Michael. She attended Seattle 
University, where she met her husband 
Stanley Janicki Jr. As the first woman at 
the college to graduate with an accounting 
degree, she modeled the way for other 
women.
    In 1955 Annie and Stan moved to 
Skagit County, where they raised their 
family, built their house, and founded 
Janicki Logging Company.
   Annie remained actively involved in the 
family companies—Janicki Logging and 
Construction and Janicki Industries—as 
a board member and finance advisor. Her 
passion for open, direct, and constructive 
communication, and her abiding honesty, 
informed the culture of her family and 
their business dealings.
   She loved gardening and continually 
added to the landscape around her home 
on Garden of Eden Road. Annie was a 
kind and generous spirit who extended 
hospitality and encouragement to all. 
She and her husband Stan helped make 
possible Sedro-Woolley’s Riverfront 
Park, Janicki Fields, and the Saint Joseph 
Center. As a member of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church, she drew strength 
from her faith.
   “She was without a doubt one of the 
smartest women I have ever known 
in a time when women did not run 

Boy Scout Austin Garner, 17, of Birdsview, holds up a storm drain-marking sticker during 
a Sept. 14 Eagle Scout project that found Garner and several fellow scouts in Mount Vernon 
marking storm drains in the neighborhoods around N. 30th St. and Francis Rd. Garner is a 
member of Sedro-Woolley Troop No. 4067. The project is just one step along his path toward 
an Eagle Scout rank; he still has his Eagle boards to complete. The Eagle Scout rank is the 
culmination of years of effort; nationally, only four percent of Boy Scouts who attempt the rank 
actually achieve it. Garner and his peers installed 249 markers and hung 240 notices on area 
doorknobs, notifying neighbors of the markers.
   “He did a great job. This was one of the larger projects completed,” said Cindy Pierce, 
Youth Education and Data Information coordinator for Skagit Conservation District.
Submitted photo.

Janicki

Why are you the best choice for the 
Ward 6 position?
   I believe I’ll introduce and be open 
to the idea of bringing industry back to 
Sedro-Woolley, eliminating the need 
to raise taxes to maintain our standard 
of living. Without industry our small 
businesses won’t make it and we’ll 
continue to dig a hole. There are ways to 
convince larger corporations to relocate 
to our town. That’s what it will take to 
encourage people not to leave town to 
work.

What is Sedro-Woolley’s greatest 
challenge in the next 5 to 10 years?
   Overcoming the industry issue. The 
city has spent decades in the position of 
having few businesses to generate tax 
revenue. The ways they’re presenting 
businesses are chasing them off. We’re off 
the I-5 corridor; we need to be negotiable 
instead of holding such a hard and fast 
theory that the city is higher than it is. It 
needs help at times. Without people and 
businesses, it’s not going to make it.

What element within Sedro-Woolley 
has the greatest potential for 
success?
   We have industrial properties 
everywhere that could be used, if we’d 
just work to bring industry to town. Right 
now we shine industries away. That leads 
to one thing: raising taxes in order to 
maintain our standard of living. Our small 
businesses are struggling because we have 
no industry. Industry is a key factor that 
needs to be studied and figured out: How 
do we entice it to come to our town?

Describe Sedro-Woolley 25 and 50 
years from now, assuming your 
involvement as an elected official.
   I would hope we’d fill in some spaces 
and grow—get away from the stagnant 
situation we’re leading to. It’s jobs that 
are key, unless we continue along the path 
of a bedroom community—but that’s not a 
city. I would certainly bring in new ideas.
   A lot of times, governments create 
regulations that impose the government’s 
will on the people. The biggest thing is 
not to box future generations into a no-
win situation. They’ll have challenges that 
we’ve never dreamed of. We should bring 
new solutions for today’s issues.  

—J. K. M.

companies,” said niece Pola Kelley. 
“She was the unseen power that led the 
family from a logging company to an 
internationally known manufacturing 
company. Even though her sons and 
daughter-in-law Lisa ran the company, she 
still held the board meetings at the kitchen 
table. During this time she raised five sons 
and three daughters—all educated, civic 
leaders.
   “She was an inspiring civic leader who 
seldom stepped into the spotlight, but 
whether it was her church, the school 
district, or myriad needy causes, she took 
care of those who were most in need.
   “She was committed to seeing business 
grow in the area and yet wanted to make 
sure it was done responsibly.”
   Annie is survived by her seven children 
and their spouses: Jeanne and Jim Gross, 
Mary and Kevin McGoffin, Mike and Lisa 
Janicki, John and Katy Janicki, Rob and 
Kara Janicki, Peter and Susan Janicki, 
and Sarah and Kyle Rutherford; 28 
grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; 
and her sister, Marion Janicki.
   A vigil was held Sept. 20 at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church in Sedro-Woolley. 
A Funeral Mass was held Sept. 21 at Saint 
Joseph Center in Mount Vernon.

—J. K. M.
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Day Creek
Community notes
      Day Creek Chapel needs new paint 
this summer and a new roof within 
the next two years. The goal is to raise 
approximately $20,000 to accomplish 
both projects with a donated, beginning 
balance of $1,000. As of Sept. 20, $4,650 
has been received.
   A metal scrap drive kicked off the 
fundraising effort in July. Look for a 
container from Skagit Steel parked on the 
Chapel grounds. Gather up scrap to drop 
off or call Pastor Travis for pick-up at 
360.661.4533.
   To make a monetary donation, mail cash 
or check to:
   Day Creek Chapel 
   31438 S. Skagit Hwy.
   Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
   A Pink Rain Women’s Luncheon is 
planned for Oct. 26 at 12:30 p.m. Special 
speaker is Morgaine Hager, who will talk 
about hormones, women’s health, and 
what to ask your doctor. Child care is 
provided. Cost is $10. For reservations, 
call 360.826.5322.
   Relationship Encounter: “Our Secret 
Paradise,” featuring Jimmy Evans of 
MarriageToday, is planned. For date and 
time, call 360.826.3581.
   SCSO Deputy Moore will attend the 
Oct. 15 potluck to discuss Community 
Watch. The potluck will be held at 6:30 
p.m. at the Day Creek Fire Hall.
   Women Hand in Hand will host speaker 
and singer Kathy Troccoli Nov. 8–9 
for a conference and concert. For more 
information, see the ad on p. 3.
   Any women’s ministry group that wants 
to be involved with Women Hand in 
Hand is encouraged to contact any one of 
the following:
   Sylvia Miles  360.826.3696
   Sharon Herring  360.661.5037

   Bonnie Lintz  360.856.1385
   Sue Walden  360.826.3944
   Kathy Henderson 360.826.3581
   Donna Pulver and Kathy Henderson, 
co-directors of Kingdom Builders, are 
back on the road. Along with traveling the 
roads of Day Creek, meeting community 
members, and gathering information, 
they will be available to the community 
for hospital visits and crisis calls. Call 
when you are in need: 360.826.3003, 
360.826.3581, or 360.826.3822.
   The Day Creek Walkie Talkies are 
up and at ’em. Every day around 7 a.m., 
there is a group walking the streets of 
Day Creek. When you see them, wave or 
honk—or better yet, join them. For more 
information, call 360.826.3175.
   Day Creek Book Club meets at Cedar 
Springs Lodge on Barben Rd. For more 
information, call 360.661.0247.

Garden dirt
• Peonies: When dormant, should be 

divided and replanted. Add compost, 
provide a large hole, making sure that 
the eyes are barely covered with soil.

• Prune lavender only enough to tidy 
up. Prune two to three weeks before 
the freeze date (in other words, as 
soon as you read this). Only remove 
about one-third of the leafy growth. 
Never cut back to the bare woody 
stems.

• Perennials: Wait and give them a 
spring cleaning. This will give your 
garden color and shapes for the 
winter.

   We are looking for ideas for the 
community—fun events and fundraisers 
to support the fire hall and get to know the 
neighbors. If you have an idea, call Donna 
Pulver 360.826.3003 or Kathy Henderson 
at 360.826.3581.

—Kathy Henderson

2013 Community
Potluck dates

October 15, 6:30 p.m.
November 19, 6:30 p.m.
December 17, 6:30 p.m.

Council summary
   The Lyman Town Council held a regular 
monthly meeting on Sept. 10. Following 
is a summary of that meeting. Complete 
minutes for every council meeting are 
posted in the hall by the front door of 
Lyman Town Hall.

Sept. 10 regular council meeting
• A letter from Dept. of Health (DOH)

with the comments from the Water 
System Plan (WSP) has been 
received. A meeting with Gray and 
Osborne is scheduled for Sept. 16 to 
go over the possible changes.

• Councilmember Eddie Hill suggested 
that council and staff take the time 
to get all the changes to the WSP 
done, because the fee charged by 
DOH includes only one review. Hill 
also told council that he met with 
PUD and they have given him prices 
for them to do a 1-inch, a 1.5-inch, 
and a dual service connection. They 

Lyman Library tales
By Elaine Kohler

   I am happy to say we had a nice increase 
in the use of the library in September, 
especially some young people. If you 
know of anyone who isn’t aware of our 
town library, be sure and tell them.
   I want to thank the other volunteers for 
covering for me during this past month. 
I have a son recovering from emergency 
back surgery and it takes a great deal of 

time. So many people have come forward 
with things we needed and other help. 
My thanks to all of them. Living in a 
small town like Lyman lets one see how 
neighbors can be so wonderful.
   If you know of anywhere who needs 
free books, we have quite a few duplicates  
available at the library. Come down 
during our open hours and we will help 
you. Someone is there every Saturday and 
Wednesday from noon to 3 p.m.
   Enjoy the fall weather.
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Local charity begins 
annual Angel Tree push
   Lyman-based Heart To Heart Charity 
will host its 2nd annual Halloween Party 
Fundraiser Oct. 26, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at 
the old Town Hall in Lyman (behind the 
fire hall).
   The party raises funds for the Christmas 
Angel Tree, which benefits children of 
low-income families. Children of all ages 
and their families are invited to attend the 
Halloween Party, where they’ll find game 
booths, a pumpkin-painting table, a raffle, 
a cake walk, a hay ride, a photo booth, 
and other fun activities. Concessions also 
will be available. Entry cost is $2 per 
child. Adults can participate in the cake 
walk or other games for $1. Children are 
encouraged to wear their costumes. Raffle 
tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5, and may 
be purchased before the event from the 
charity or any participating KIDS Club 
member, or at the event.
   Donations of decorations and raffle 
items are needed; call 360.826.3818 
or e-mail hearttoheartcharity@gmail.
com, or go to www.facebook.com/
hearttoheartcharity.

KIDS Club
   The charity’s KIDS Club returned for 
its second year on Wed., Sept. 25, from 
4 to 5 p.m. at 720 Puget Ave., Ste. B in 
Sedro-Woolley. KIDS Club is free for all 
children 4 years and older. Kids can enjoy 
a snack and work on a craft project.
   The club’s first Give Back Project is a 
Blanket Drive, which runs through Oct. 9. 
Its next meeting will be Wed., Oct. 9, from 
4 to 5 p.m. at the old Lyman Town Hall 

building in Lyman. Raffle tickets for the 
club’s raffle-selling contest were handed 
out at its Sept. 25 meeting.

Blanket drive
   Through Oct. 9, the charity will collect 
new and gently used blankets, afghans, 
and sleeping bags, which will be included 
in its homeless backpacks and given 
to those in need. Wash items before 
donating. Items can be dropped off at 
720 Puget Ave., Ste. B in Sedro-Woolley 
in the donation bin in the hall behind the 
partition. For other dropoff locations or 
questions, e-mail or call the charity.

Angel Tree Holiday Bazaar
   The charity will host an Angel Tree 
Holiday Bazaar on Sat., Nov. 23, from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m., at 720 Puget Ave., Ste. B 
in Sedro-Woolley to benefit its Christmas 
Angel Tree. Vendor space fee is $20. Each 
vendor is asked to donate one item to the 
raffle table; no percentage of sales will be 
charged. All money raised from the space 
fee and raffle will support this year’s 
Angel Tree. For a registration form, e-mail 
hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com.

Christmas Angel Tree
   The charity is accepting nomination 
forms for this year’s Angel Tree. 
Nominations will be accepted through 
Oct. 31. Space on the Angel Tree is 
limited, so participants are encouraged to 
submit their form early. For a nomination 
form, e-mail hearttoheartcharity@gmail.
com or call 360.826.3818. The list of 
children available to “adopt” will be 
available online at www.facebook.com/
lymanangeltree starting in October.

—Tammie Werner

will amend the Interlocal Agreement 
already in place and add any prices 
to it. Hill would like to add it to the 
WSP to avoid any conflict regarding 
contractors and who is or is not 
experienced in water lines.

• Hill reported that he and Mark 
Kitchen met with Tony from Skagit 
County regarding the leak on 
Pipeline. The county can cut the 
road. Kitchen will then be able to 
see where and how big the leak 
is. They estimate the repair cost at 
approximately $2,500.

• Lyman Elementary School Principal 
Mark Nilson reported the Back to 
School Parade was to be a “light” 
version this year, with the students 
walking from Lyman Church to the 
school.

• Skagit County Sheriff Will Reichardt 
spoke to council about the new Jail 
Use Facility Agreement. The rest 
of the cities in Skagit County have 
met and agreed to 3/10 of 1 percent 
of sales tax revenue going to build 
the new jail. The sales tax revenue 
would be restricted by the Dept. of 
Revenue for Public Safety. Council 
voted to accept the New Jail Facility 
Agreement.

• Lyman citizen Anna (no last name 
given) reported dogs running at large. 
She is advised to make a formal 
written complaint.

• Kitchen reports that records indicate 
45,000 gallons of water were saved 
during the first 10 days of September. 
Kitchen can now depend on the 
numbers from the meter, since it is 
calibrated and working properly. Hill 
asked about exercising the hydrants 
and valves. Citizen Ryein Kitchen 
stated Sonny Taylor will help Mark 
do this Fridays, because it will take 
two people.

• Kitchen also stated he needs help 
painting the north side of Minkler 
Mansion. He reported there is dry rot 
on the corner and he doesn’t have time 
to address that. Mayor Deb Heinzman 
asked Kitchen to contact Joe Miller to 
come and assess the situation so they 
can decide if it should get fixed now or 
wait till spring.

• Kitchen asked council if they wanted 
him to replace the “Gross Weight” 
sign on Prevedell, and was told no.

For victims of abuse, 
forgiveness is the 
foundation of healing
   Broken bones and bruises heal, but for 
many victims of abuse, the emotional 
damage is lifelong and life altering, 
says Amrita Maat, a nurse, child abuse 
survivor, and author of Wearing a Mask 
Called Normal.
   “Experiencing abuse can affect how you 
feel about yourself and how you respond 
to other people,” Maat says. “These 
effects ... can be nearly impossible to 
recognize in yourself without help.”
   The emotional and physical abuse that 
Maat grew up with set the stage for her 
to become a perpetual victim as an adult, 
she says. The choices she made and 
her interactions with others often were 
unwittingly self-destructive.
   “Lifestyle changes that involve healthy 
choices include eliminating dysfunctional 

patterns, such as manipulation and abusive 
behavior,” she says. “A healthy lifestyle 
comes first through recognizing unhealthy 
behaviors and then laying the groundwork 
for positive change.”
   That groundwork begins with forgive-
ness. Maat shares the steps she took that 
helped her learn how to identify what would 
move her forward on her healing path:
1. Identify the people who have caused 

you pain and why you feel that pain.
2. Identify the pain you feel from others 

and consciously release it to the 
universe in a personal ritual that has 
meaning for you.

3. Allow yourself to forgive those who 
have caused you pain

4. Identify the people you have caused 
pain and recognize why you caused 
them pain.

5. Identify the pain you have caused 
others with your actions.

6. Allow yourself forgiveness for the 
pain you have caused others.
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September in pictures

Above: U.S. armed forces veterans and project volunteers gathered with Rockport property owners John and Corrina Koenig Sept. 21 for a ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the completion of “Camp Stillwater,” 
a military-style bunkhouse built on the Koenigs’ property. The bunkhouse is one of four planned “national healing centers” that will cater to guests of Wounded Warriors in Action, a national nonprofit organization 
that serves U.S. combat-wounded Purple Heart recipients by providing world-class outdoor sporting activities as a means to recognize and honor their sacrifice, encourage independence and connections with 
communities, and promote healing and wellness through camaraderie and a shared passion for the outdoors. The Koenigs have been involved with WWIA since 2011. As owner/operators of John’s Guide Service, 
they’ve hosted fishing and hunting trips for WWIA guests. In the photo above, John Koenig is far left, wearing bright orange. Corrina is in the center of the photo. WWIA Founder John McDaniel is far right. Concrete 
Mayor Judd Wilson (tallest man in the back row) served as a volunteer worker during the bunkhouse’s construction. Learn more about this project on p. 24.
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Above: Doug Aamot of Taurus Construction measures the roof of the Superior Portland Cement 
Company Administrative Building in Concrete Sept. 10. Aamot was asked by Imagine Concrete 
Foundation to provide a second cost estimate for building a shallow gable roof on top of the 
building’s flat roof. Concrete Town Council has charged ICF and the Historic Preservation and 
Landmarks Commission with raising funds for the roof construction. According to consulting 
architect Larry Johnson of Seattle-based The Johnson Partnership, the roof will cost about 
$40,000 and must be in place by Dec. 31, 2015, or the building will have reached the point of no 
return; it will have degraded to the point where efforts to restore it would be pointless.
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Council summary
   The Hamilton Town Council held a 
regular meeting Aug. 13. Following is a 
summary of that meeting.

• Cody Hart from Reichhardt & Ebe 
reported on the final status of the TIB 
grant work, including the final pay 
estimate. Hart reported the paving 
project was under budget, and stated 
there are some additional small grants 
for signage and striping on which he 
will work with Mayor Joan Cromley. 
Council approved reimbursement 
to Lakeside Industries contingent 
on reimbursement to the Town of 
Hamilton from the TIB grant.

• Cas Hancock reported that the water 
loss was down to a 7 percent loss, 
because of leak repairs.Two more 
water sample tests remain for 2013; 
after that, chlorination may no longer 
be required by the Department of 
Health. However, DOH is asking the 

town to continue with chlorination 
until all the pipes have been replaced. 
   Hancock reported that it appeared 
that the Water System Plan submitted 
to DOH would be approved without 
any changes, only comments.

• Mayor Cromley reported that there 
are complaints regarding dogs 
running loose and problems with 
enforcement of the town’s ordinance 
regarding dangerous dogs. This is not 
a new problem. 
   Mayor Cromley spoke with the 
Sheriff’s Office and the SCSO 
Animal Control Officer and was 
informed that since Hamilton is 
incorporated, the town is not in 
their SCSO jurisdiction. There is a 
possibility the town could have an 
Interlocal Agreement with the county. 
   Matt Coker asked about feral 
cats and other animals running 
wild that are a nuisance. Mayor 
Cromley responded that she did not 
find anything regarding cats, feral 

Can’t pay your 
phone bill?
Telephone Assistance Program 
helps residents stay connected.

   OLYMPIA — Staying connected to 
local telephone services can improve and 
possibly save lives. Last month, Gov. Jay 
Inslee declared Sept. 9–15 Washington 
Telephone Assistance Program (WTAP) 
Awareness Week to promote the telephone 
rate discounts that help residents maintain 
access to basic phone service.
   Residents who participate in or are 
eligible for certain public-assistance 
programs, such as Food Assistance or 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) from the state Department of 
Social and Health Services (DSHS), are 
entitled to receive local telephone service 
for about $8 per month, plus taxes and 
fees. WTAP also provides a reduced or 
no-cost service installation for qualifying 
households that do not currently have 
telephone service.
   To apply for WTAP benefits, contact 
your local landline telephone company 
and provide your DSHS client identifi-
cation number.
   For more information on the WTAP 
program, contact DSHS at 800.737.0617 
or go to www.dshs.wa.gov.
   If you have problems signing up 
for WTAP benefits, call the UTC at 
888.333.9882 or go to www.utc.wa.gov/
consumers.
   The WTAP Awareness Week was part 
of a national effort sponsored by the 
Washington Utilities and Transportation 
Commission (UTC), the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners (NARUC), the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC), and 
the National Association of State Utility 
Consumer Advocates (NASUCA).
   The UTC regulates the rates and 
services of telecommunications 
companies, investor-owned electric 
utilities, natural gas and water companies, 
garbage-collection haulers, household-
goods movers, and charter-bus companies, 
commercial ferries, pipeline companies, 
and a low-level radioactive waste 
repository.

Martians, cont. from p. 1

Pages in progress from Concrete Martians 
illustrate some of the stories associated with 

events that occurred in Concrete during the “War 
of the Worlds” radio broadcast in October 1938, 

including one man who sped away from a gas 
station without paying after filling up his tank, 

yelling, “Everyone is going to die!”
Images this page and front page courtesy of Mitch 

Cook and Keith Grachow.

   That humorous snapshot of Concrete 
history is about to come to life as a 
graphic novel.
   The publication, which is under 
development and seeking funding for its 
completion, is titled Concrete Martians 
and is the brainchild of writer Mitch Cook 
and artist Keith Grachow.
   Cook, 45, lives in Seattle and works 
for Pathways, a KOMO offshoot 
company that lines up big names for 
video interviews for almost every other 
television media outlet in the country. He 
said the idea for a graphic novel treatment 
of the story came to him in 2010, after 
he saw a video of archival footage that 
mentioned Concrete in connection with 
the “War of the Worlds” broadcast.
   “I picked up on it and thought, that is 
the coolest story,” said Cook. “Who did 
what, and when? I wondered. Concrete 
made itself famous and was a national 
story, but it’s been so long, people forgot 
it. I thought the story was great—true to 
life. It’s approachable and grounded. I’ve 
been working on it ever since.”
   Cook explained his idea to Grachow, 
who now lives in Toronto, and soon had 
a partner. The two have been developing 
pages and hope to have a finished product 
to shop around to interested publishers 
at Emerald City Comicon in Seattle, in 
March 2014.

One night in Concrete
   On that October 1938 night in Concrete, 
radio listeners heard an orchestra playing 
dance music when, unexpectedly, the 
announcer broke in to report that the 
nation was being invaded by strange 
monsters from some unknown world. 
Their landing was made in Grover’s Mill, 
New Jersey. The news wires hummed, 
reporting the invaders’ progress through 
the countryside, destroying everything in 
their path. The monsters were described 
as huge machines on legs, striding across 
the land and creating havoc. Power lines 
were being torn down; entire towns were 
destroyed.
   Concrete area people hearing the 

program were fooled with the rest of the 
country as phone lines jammed exchanges 
across the nation. As the story’s tension 
built, there came a point when explosions 
gave off great flashes of light and poison 
gases spread out from the glare.
   At that precise moment, the Superior 
Portland Cement Co. electrical substation 
in central Concrete suffered a short circuit. 
With a huge flash of brilliant light, all the 
lights in town went out.
   The ensuing panic was complete. One 
man in Grasmere jumped from his chair 
and, in bare feet, ran all the way to town. A 
religious businessman piled his wife into 
his car and drove to the service station to 
demand gasoline for a dash to his priest 
in Bellingham for final absolution of sins. 
He refused to pay for the gas because “it 
didn’t make any difference; everyone is 
going to die!” His car disappeared down 
Main St. at top speed.
   Other cars appeared, all wildly heading 
to join relatives or to spend their last 
moments with friends. Still others were 
reported to have calmly accepted their fate 
and conducted prayers as they waited on 
their porches for the oncoming lethal gas.
   These stories and more will find a home 
in the graphic novel, said Cook. While 
it won’t adhere religiously to published 
accounts, it is based on reality. “I have 
tried to recreate the events in a fictional 
narrative,” said Cook.
   Concrete Martians tells the story of 
Local Sheriff Ted Wilson, who has his 
hands full when a radio play combines 
with a powerful electrical storm, stirring 
up Martian invasion fever among 
Concrete residents. Wilson and his deputy, 
Sam, must react quickly to calm the 
residents so they don’t harm themselves in 
self-induced panic.

The home stretch
   Cook and Grachow plan a 52-page 
publication with a limited color palette. 
With 25 pages complete, they need $2,500 
to finish the graphic novel. They plan to 
launch an Indiegogo campaign on Oct. 30 
to raise the remaining funds. To donate to 
the project on or after Oct. 30, go to www.
concretemartians.net and follow the link 
to Indiegogo.

—J. K. M., Charles M. Dwelley
Help fund the story

   The creators of Concrete Martians 
need only $2,500 more to finish production 
and print 500 first copies.
   If you’d like to donate to the cause, go to 
www.concretemartians.net/?page_id=2 or 
click through to the donation page from the 
home page at www.concretemartians.com.

Send your loved  
one in the military a 
gift subscription to  
Concrete Herald!

The Voice of Eastern Skagit County

Send your check, payable to Concrete Herald, to:
Concrete Herald

P.O. Box 682 , Concrete, WA 98237

Prefer to pay with a credit card?
Go to www.concrete-herald.com  and click on “Subscribe”

*E-edition sent via e-mail as a 
PDF attachment(s); include e-mail 

address with order.  
See www.concrete-herald.com for 

Canadian and overseas rates.

1 Year
Subscription Options

••••••••••••• 12 ISSUES ••••••••••••••

Print 
$27

E-edition*

$15
Combo

Print and E-edition
$36

Subscribe to  
the new  

e-edition of  
Concrete Herald!

or otherwise, in the ordinances. It 
was advised that SPOT would assist 
in working to fix and control feral 
cats. Council requested we find 
what our options are and find what 
other town’s license fees are. A flier 
notifying residents that there are 
ordinances for animals running loose 
should be posted.

• Past-due water accounts: Letters 
were sent to those who have past due 
accounts, stating their bills had to be 
paid by July 31 or sign an agreement 
to make payments to clear their 
account by the end of the year, along 
with the full amount of their current 
bill, or their water would be shut off. 
   A majority of the past-due accounts 
were paid in full and almost all of 
the remainder signed the agreements. 
Mayor Cromley contacted a lawyer 
for direction regarding the larger 
amounts due, where the water has 
already been shut off. The lawyer 
recommended a promissory note, 
where interest rates would also be 
charged. The council would decide 
the interest rate.

• Fire Department: Mayor Cromley 
notified Assistant Fire Chief Scott 
Bates that there were reports of 
volunteers speeding to calls. It was 
noted that it is legal to go only 
five miles over the speed limit to 
respond in an emergency vehicle. If 
responding to a fire call in a personal 
vehicle with a green light, you may 
go the five miles over the speed limit 
and you must stop at traffic signals 
and stop signs. Bates informed the 
council he has spoken to all the 
volunteers. 
   Bates reported the chili cook-off 
raised $345, with approximately 60 
attendees. The cost of the permit to 
serve food was very high; next year 
they will try different ideas.

• Mayor Cromley presented council 
with the Employee Handbook to 
discuss and approve. The application 
for employment or promotion was 
reviewed, as was the presence of 
a requirement for drug testing. 
Council adopted the application for 
employment.

• Mayor Cromley announced the town 
clerk planned to retire effective April 
1, 2014.
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Darrington
Pioneering Today
Prepare for the worst
By Melissa K. Norris

   The pioneers knew if they didn’t prepare 
for the winter months, it meant not just 
hardship, but possibly death. They knew 
the importance of being ready for things 
before they happened and they knew 
the importance of being able to do it 
themselves.
   It takes only one major disaster to remind 
us how dependent we are on electricity, 
grocery stores, and modern conveniences. 
Here in the Pacific Northwest, we’re 
approaching our fall and winter storm 
seasons. Remember about four years ago 
when we had the mudslide and those of us 
living east of Concrete went without power 
for almost two weeks?
   Here are some tips for you to be prepared 
should something equally dire befall us.
1. Always keep your gas tank at least half 

full. If there’s no gas or electricity to 
run the pumps, you’ll have enough fuel 
to drive somewhere that does.

2. Keep at least three days’ supply of food 
on hand for every member in your 
household. With our home-canned 
pantry and other dry goods, we have 
this met and then some. I think of real 
food storage like insurance, not only 
to cash in on during times of natural 
disaster, but also if you find yourself in 
a financial crisis.

3. Have at least one gallon of water per 
person for three days on hand. Other 
than shelter, water is the most important 
thing to your survival. Know how to 
sanitize water. Boiling water requires 
a heat source. Have a reference guide 
printed for how many drops of bleach 
it takes per size of container to make 
water safe.

4. For the colder months, be sure you 
have a heat source that doesn’t require 
electricity as a backup. Have warm 
clothes on hand, including hats, as most 
of our heat escapes through our head.

   For more preparedness tips, you can listen 
to my radio show, Pioneering Today, on our 
community radio KSVU 90.1 FM.

Melissa K. Norris is a Christian fiction 
novelist who lives in Rockport. Find her 
online at www.melissaknorris.com.

Third time’s the charm?
After two failed attempts to build a skate 
park in Darrington, project proponents hope 
fledgling funds will mean success.
By Marla Skaglund

   A plan to build a 7,000-square-foot skate 
park at Old School Park in Darrington 
still has legs, thanks in part to an early 
grant and donations, and efforts by 
SkateDarringtonProject manager Kurt 
Helling.
   Darrington has been trying to get a 
skate/BMX park off and on for more 
than 10 years, with two failed attempts 
in its history. Through Helling’s efforts, 
the project has been awarded a matching 
grant from the Tony Hawk Foundation 
for $5,000. SkateDarringtonProject also 
has been raising funds with bake sales, 
and received a $1,500 donation from the 
Saulk-Suiattle tribe, as well as donations 
from the public, including an additional 
$1,500 raised when volunteers worked as 
parking attendants at the Annual Summer 
Meltdown Festival.
   To date, they have raised $6,500 toward 
the project, which will cost an estimated 
$100,000 to complete.
   The SkateDarringtonProject is being 
managed under the umbrella of North 
County Family Resources/Darrington 
Family Services, a nonprofit, which has 
enabled Helling to apply for grants from 
various organizations to help in obtaining 
funds to match the grant from the Tony 
Hawk Foundation.
   Thirteen youngsters, mostly middle 

school-aged, participate in the fund raising 
activities and are the target audience for 
the project.
   Helling became involved in 2012, after 
the AmeriCorps/Vista volunteer sent to 
help with the project was transferred. 
Helling and his family have lived in 
Darrington for 16 years. A former 
skateboarder, Helling and his son have 
traveled around the country visiting other 
skate parks.
   The project’s $100,000 price tag will 
pay for construction and labor. Tentative 
plans call for it to be built by Seattle-
based Grindline Skateparks. Grindline 
has built skateparks all over the world and 
has an excellent reputation. The typical 
timeline for completion of a skatepark is 
four years. Darrington’s skatepark will be 
located between the basketball and tennis 
courts at Old School Park.
   Helling said he is in touch with other 
towns in the state doing similar projects, 
who have shared their experiences in 
obtaining grants and fund-raising ideas 
with him. Helling said he feels the award 
from the Tony Hawk Foundation has 
enabled the project to become better known.
   The tentative completion date for the 
skate park is September 2015. Upon 
completion, it will be awarded to the City 
of Darrington.

This conceptual design for a new skate park in Darrington shows what could exist at 
Old School Park if organizers are able to raise the estimated $100,000 needed to build the 
7,000-square-foot facility. Image courtesy of Grindline.

Visiting Purple Heart recipients gathered with John and Corrina Koenig for a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to dedicate the Wounded Warriors in Action Camp Stillwater bunkhouse on the couple’s 
Rockport property Sept. 21. From left, Corrina and John Koenig, Andrew Leatherbury, Wayne 
Blankinship, WWIA Founder John McDaniel, Pedro Colunga, James Holbrook, Richard White.

DABA president resigns 
after IRS revokes 
nonprofit status
   Darrington Area Business Association 
President Nels Rasmussen received the 
worst possible news in September: an 
automatic letter of nonprofit revocation 
from the IRS for DABA’s 501(c)(3) status.
   On Sept. 20, Rasmussen distributed an 
e-mail to DABA members, tendering his 
resignation as president effective with the 
last general meeting of 2013.
   “The precipitating factor for my resig-
nation is that our previous treasurer, David 
Singer, failed to file a simple IRS form, 
a 990 or 990ez electronic postcard, for 
three years running, and managed to hide 

that fact long enough that DABA’s hard-
won and expensive federal tax exempt 
status has been automatically revoked,” 
Rasmussen wrote.
   Reinstating DABA’s tax-exempt status 
would require paying another $850 
fee and filing all the paperwork again 
as though DABA were starting over. 
The organization also would have to be 
able to provide reasonable cause for its 
delinquency.
   Rasmussen shared some of the blame for 
the situation “because I took ... Singer’s 
word for it that he had the filing handled.”
   The revocation letter and information 
from the IRS Web site “makes it clear 
that we don’t just talk our way out of this 
problem,” wrote Rasmussen.

—J. K. M.

Darrington IGA

d.iga@frontier.com

“Hometown Proud”

360.436.01411090 Seeman St. • Darrington
Mon. - Sat.: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Sun. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Locally  
owned by people 

you can trust!

Randy Ashe, Kevin and Sheila Ashe, owners.

Rockport couple creates a place for healing
Camp Stillwater offers respite for veterans wounded in action.
   Sometimes the best ideas begin with a 
simple question: Why not?
   That was John Koenig’s response to the 
idea of building a “healing center” on his 
Rockport property. The idea belonged to 
John McDaniel, who founded Wounded 
Warriors in Action in 2007. WWIA serves 
combat-wounded members of the U.S. 
military by providing outdoor sporting 
activities as a means to recognize and 
honor their service and sacrifice.
   Koenig, who owns John’s Guide Service 
in Rockport, got involved with WWIA in 
2011 and already has hosted four groups 
of veterans, taking them fishing on the 
Skagit and bear hunting in the hills of 
the Upper Skagit Valley. He and Corrina, 
his wife, held a WWIA fundraiser at 
Birdsview Brewing Co. in June, pulling in 
just over $8,000 for the organization.
   When Koenig heard that McDaniel 
envisioned four healing centers across the 
U.S., he said, “Why not one at my place? 
[McDaniel] said, ‘take the ball and run 
with it,’ so I did.”
   The Koenigs broke ground in June and 
finished in September, just in time for a 
Sept. 21 ribbon-cutting and dedication 
ceremony.
   The bunkhouse—named “Camp 
Stillwater”—is 700 square feet and sleeps 
four. The barracks-style layout includes 
bunks donated by NAS Whidbey, and 
two bathrooms, one of which is ADA-
compliant.
   “It gives these Purple Heart recipients 
a place to get away,” said Koenig. 
“McDaniels’ vision was to build it 
barracks-style, because it’s familiar and 
helps with camaraderie. They recognize 
the look of it.”
   Koenig, a former Navy man, called 
on friends and family to help with the 
project. Key to the effort was the Skagit/
Island Counties Builders Association 
(SICBA), which provided design and 
construction services free of charge, 
encouraging its members to donate their 
time, materials, and services whenever 
they could. SICBA’s contributions toward 
the project have been valued at $90,000, 
according to a WWIA press release.

   The resulting bunkhouse should fulfill 
its mission of healing wounded men and 
women veterans. Its deep porch provides 
a covered area to sit and talk, and the 
recognizable interior appointments help 
to remove any feelings of unfamiliar 
territory. A wheelchair ramp in front 
ensures accessibility.
   At the Sept. 21 ceremony, McDaniel 
spoke to a crowd of about 70. “The 
Koenigs are the driving force behind this,” 
he said. “Without them, this never would 
have happened.”
   McDaniel handed Purple Heart coins to 
each of the veterans, referring to the actual 
award as “the one that’s respected by all, 
and no one wants to earn it.” He then 
turned to face the Koenigs. “My hat’s off 
to you for making this happen.”
   Four combat-wounded Purple Heart 
recipients attended the ceremony and 
spent the weekend fishing with Koenig 
and McDaniel: Wayne Blankinship, Pedro 
Colungo, James Holbrook, and Richard 
White.

—J. K. M.

The Camp Stillwater bunkhouse interior 
includes four barracks-style bunks and two 
bathrooms, one of which is ADA-compliant.

Harvest Festival
Sat., Oct. 12, 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Mansford Grange, 1265 Railroad Ave., Darrington

Pumpkin-carving, “Build a Garden Critter,” 
recipe sharing, local vendors, handcrafted 

items, and the “Giant Zucchini Hall Of Fame”



Director Robert Adeline had exemplary 
comments regarding the caliber of our 
Lady Lions and their tremendous effort 
and sportsmanship. This is why I coach.
   On Sept. 26 the Lions hosted Orcas, 
again with only nine Concrete players 
starting the game. An ailing Whitney 
Claybo decided she would try toughing it 
out to help her team and subbed on early 
in the game, bringing the Lions squad 
to 10. The positive energy was where it 
needed to be, despite an own goal on a 
miscommunication and two more finishes 
from the Vikings in the first half.
   To start the second half, the Lions added 
an 11th player and changed from a 4-3-2 
to a 3-4-3 formation. The goal was to risk 
the extra space at defense and add that 
player we needed to put one in the back 
of the net. In the 54th minute it paid off. 
A free kick served perfectly into space 
from Rohweder found a charging Mathis, 

who finished the goal for the Lion’s first 
of the season. The girls continued to put 
pressure on the Viking defense and had 
more scoring chances and shots than all 
previous games combined. The Vikings 
tacked on two more goals in the second 
half to defeat the Lions 5–1.
   At the end of September, the Lions stood 
at 0–3 in league and 0–5 overall.

October and November matches
• Oct. 5 vs. Crosspoint at home, 3 p.m.
• Oct. 8 vs. La Conner at home, 5 p.m.
• Oct. 12 at Coupeville, 2 p.m.
• Oct. 15 at Orcas, 4 p.m.
• Oct. 17 vs. Friday Harbor at home, 4 

p.m.
• Oct. 19 at Bear Creek (JV), 2 p.m.
• Oct. 22 vs. Mount Vernon Christian at 

home, 5 p.m.
• Oct. 24 at La Conner, 5 p.m.
• Oct. 26 at Crosspoint, 3 p.m.
• Nov. 2 alumni game at home, 6 p.m.
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Marblemount Newhalem

Donate to a good cause:
Help Concrete K-8 School

get a new salad bar!

Only $300 left  to go! To donate:

1.  Go to https://saladbars2schools.org/campaigns
2.  Search for Concrete School District  on the 

donation page
3.  Donate any amount

Thanks for your suppor t!

General campfire ban 
lifted for state parks
   OLYMPIA — The Washington State 
Parks and Recreation Commission has 
announced the end of a general campfire 
ban in state parks east of the Cascades, 
effective Sept. 19.
   The action followed a Sept. 18 
announcement by the Department of 
Natural Resources, lifting a ban on 
recreational fires on lands under DNR fire 

protection east of the Cascades. An earlier 
statewide ban on campfires was lifted in 
August for Western Washington state park 
campgrounds.
   Some restrictions may remain in place 
for specific state parks or portions of 
parks. Visitors are advised to check 
the State Parks Web site at www.parks.
wa.gov.
   The summer ban on recreational 
campfires had extended to open fires and 
briquettes, but had allowed use of propane 
devices for cooking and warming.

Fall prep and safety 
tips for winter
   This month, take time to prepare your 
home for colder temperatures, while also 
taking steps to manage heating costs. 
Puget Sound Energy offers a checklist of 
simple fall preparation and safety tips.
• Seal gaps around doors and windows 

by adding weather stripping or caulk 
to keep heat from escaping.

• Add insulation to attics, walls, ducts, 
and floors. PSE offers up to $2,000 in 
insulation rebates. Weatherizing can 
save big money.

• Run the furnace to make sure it’s 
operating properly. Check for unusual 
odors or sounds. If there seems to be a 
problem, have it inspected and serviced.

• If you think your natural gas furnace, 
water heater, or other appliances are 
not operating safely, or if you are 
having problems with pilot lights, 
call PSE at 888.225.5773 to schedule 
a natural gas service technician for a 
free visit to diagnose the problem.

• Change or clean furnace filters 
monthly during the heating season.

• Make sure the area around the 
furnace and water heater is clear of 
all flammable materials such as rags, 

cardboard boxes, solvents, and paint 
thinners.

• Repair or replace damaged heating 
ducts.

• Keep all heating vents open and 
unblocked by furniture or other items.

• Set the thermostat at the coolest level 
you can without making your rooms 
uncomfortable. For most homes, the 
heating bill drops by about two percent 
for every one degree the thermostat is 
lowered. It might seem on the cool side, 
but setting the thermostat to 58 degrees 
can cut a natural gas bill by up to seven 
percent.

• Look up before doing any outdoor 
overhead work, like cleaning 
gutters, pruning trees, or working 
with ladders, to avoid power lines.  
Maintain a minimum of 15 feet of 
clearance from overhead power lines.

• Don’t let anyone climb a utility pole 
or green electric transformer cabinet.  
If a pet is stranded on a utility pole 
or if a ball or toy goes into a power 
substation, don’t go after them.

   For additional information about making 
homes more energy efficient for the winter 
heating season, go to www.pse.com or call 
800.562.1482, Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

—Puget Sound Energy

Forbidden Peak 
claims climber’s life
   On Sun., Sept. 15, the body of a 
31-year-old climber from Seattle was 
recovered in North Cascades National 
Park by NPS rangers.
   On the afternoon of Sept. 14, the 
climber had summited Forbidden Peak 
via the West Ridge with his climbing 
partner and was descending when the 
accident occurred at 5:30 p.m. Multiple 
parties also were on the West Ridge route 
of Forbidden Peak. During the descent 
of a commonly-used gully using a series 
of rappels, the climber was hit by a 
falling rock, which triggered his fall of 
approximately 300 feet to a rock/glacier 
moat. The climber was not anchored to 
the mountain when hit by the rock. His 
partner was not injured in the incident.
   Other climbers who had completed the 
climb witnessed the fall and hiked out 
from Boston Basin, notifying rangers at 
10:30 pm. The fallen climber’s partner 
was assisted in the completion of the 
descent by another climbing party.
   The following morning, park rangers 
completed the recovery via helicopter 
extraction by mid-day.
   At 8,815 feet, Forbidden Peak is 

Watch for pilot cars 
and work east of 
Rockport on SR 20
   Through approximately Oct. 18, east 
county residents and travelers can expect 
to see utility crews working during the 
day on SR 20 east of Rockport (mileposts 
101 to 104) to relocate utilities for a 
WSDOT project to protect the highway 
near the bank of the Skagit River.
   Utility crews will close one lane and use 
pilot cars and flaggers to direct motorists 
during the work. This may add roughly 
five minutes to residents’ commutes 
Mondays through Thursdays from 7 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
   For schedule updates, go to WSDOT’s 
construction update page at www.wsdot.
wa.gov/Northwest/Baker/Construction.

HHHHHHHHHHFor current  happenings and specials, find us on Facebook!HHHHHHHHHHH

•	 Daily Specials
•	 Choice Grilled Meats & Fish 
•	 All-Natural Angus Beef  
 No Steroids or Hormones!
•	 Fresh, Local Produce & Organics
•	 Homemade Pies

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST!
Every Sat & Sun 8 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. thru Labor Day!

Mon, Thurs, Fri 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
60147 SR 20		•		Marblemount				360 . 873. 4503

Soccer, cont. from p. 9

among the most popular mountaineering 
objectives in North Cascades National 
Park, with several known summit routes.

—Ken Hires
Stehekin District Interpreter

North Cascades National Park Complex

Mudslides again 
closed SR 20
   Heavy rain Sept. 6 caused more mud 
and rock slides over State Route 20 in 
several locations, closing a 24-mile stretch 
between the North Cascades passes for 
several days.
   The highway was closed between 
mileposts 147 (10 miles west of Rainy 
Pass) and 171 (nine miles east of 
Washington Pass) for several days. 
Cleanup was further delayed while 
WSDOT crews waited for the rain to 
subside before beginning work.
   Six slides in a two-mile stretch of SR 20 
closed the passes in August for nine days. 
Two cars were trapped during that event, 
but the passengers were unhurt.
   Travelers looking for updates on road 
and pass conditions can call 360.707.5055 
or go to www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic/passes/
northcascades.

Strong support for “Boot Drive”
   This year’s “Boot Drive” fundraiser 
brought much-needed support for the 
Marblemount station in Fire Dist. 19.
   Battalion Chief Kyle Peninger reported 
the drive pulled in $6,335.07. “We were 
surprised; that was really good,” said 
Peninger.
   Held during the Labor Day weekend—
Aug. 31 through Sept. 2—the drive took 
full advantage of heavy tourist traffic 
through Marblemount. Firefighters, 
family members, and friends took 
turns standing in the turn lane, holding 
boots for donations. The photo above 

shows fire station supporter Sarah 
Newman collecting a donation; below, 
Marblemount station Captain Bob 
Hopfield approaches a motorist.
   Boot Drive funds go to the Marblemount 
Firemen’s Association account, which 
is used primarily to cover expenses the 
county doesn’t cover, such as certain 
clothing items. “We’ve never had money 
to buy those items,” said Peninger.
   The Boot Drive is the station’s largest 
annual fundraiser. A Valentine’s Dance 
each February bolsters the Firemen’s 
Scholarship Fund.

help needed
   Friends Helping 
Friends needs help with 
toys for this year’s 
Christmas in Concrete 
program with Santa.
   If you have a new 
unwrapped toy or want to 
make a donation, bring 
it into Columbia Bank 
in Concrete and give it 
to Gladys Silrus. Santa 
will be in town at 
Concrete Center on Dec. 
7 at 6:30 p.m.
   For more information, 
call Gladys at 
360.826.4848 or Adrienne 
Smith at 360.853.8505.

The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley
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Seniors
   Many seniors choose to live 
with others their age in a senior 
resident home. Not a caretaker 
place; simply a senior’s apartment 
complex.
   Maybe all the kids are gone, 
married, or moved away. Maybe 
a loving lifetime mate has passed 
on and life is just too lonely. 
Or maybe loneliness has set in 
and the boredom of being with 
younger people becomes a drag. 
Those are good reasons to move 
in with people like you: aged and 
experienced.
   Seniors with fewer medical 
issues often choose retirement 
communities or senior independent 
living. In fact, some retirement 
communities may have lower age 
restrictions, accepting residents 
as young as 55, attracting a much 
more active population.
   That’s not bad. The activities 
and amenities in many retirement 
communities include swimming 
pools, golf courses or putting 
greens, hiking trails and fitness 
clubs, life near a river or a lake, 
as well as restaurants and maybe 

a small bar onsite, and local 
restaurants that will give seniors a 
special deal.
   Some of these homes offer all the 
utilities, cable or satellite TV, free 
Internet, and all kinds of recreation 
and socialization for one monthly 
price. Instead of playing solitaire 
all day, you can play cards in the 
community lounge and even have 
a bite of the Continental Breakfast 
they prepare every morning.
   Poetically: We’re over the hill 
but don’t feel sad, this side of the 
hill ain’t all that bad, so give us 
“five” and then a smile, to us who 
have been here for awhile. We 
have each day and what it brings, 
and on our pensions live like kings, 
for the press that accuses what we 
take, to coin a phrase, “Let them 
eat cake.” That is the attitude you 
will find at most of these places 
filled with people who have made 
the same decision you have.
   And that is the point: Decisions 
of this nature are hard. You are 
starting over and starting a new 
life. “At my age?” you may scream 
at the bathroom mirror. I have so 
much now, why should I change? 
And the answer usually is, it 
will be for the better. Renewed 
contentment and happiness are 
the keys here. Feeling or showing 
satisfaction with one’s possessions, 
status, or situation is being content.
   Happiness is having pleasurable 
or satisfying experiences. If you 
have those now, then the decision 
is made: Stay where you are. If 
not, move on. Your old friends and 
relatives will always be there and 
be at your side not matter where 
you are.

Patrick M. Kennedy is the author
of Two Seniors and Friends. Find it 
at www.funwithretirement.com.

Wednesday evening while driving 
toward Marblemount in his 
car. Making the turn at the Ray 
Johnson corn field, the car left the 
road and kept right on going until 
it piled up in the field. The car was 
a total wreck; Newcomb suffered a 
cracked collar bone and bruises.

60 years ago
   Oct. 29, 1953: County sheriff’s 
deputies had a case for the book 
this last week when they picked 
up two teenage Sedro-Woolley 
youngsters headed for the home 
of Delbert Boulton, grade school 
principal, with murder in mind.
   The two 8th graders were angry 
over the alleged breaking up of a 
romance between one of the boys 
and a girl at school. Boulton’s part 
in the action was said to have been 
taken at the request of the girl’s 
guardian.
   The boys set out Saturday 
evening with a .22 rifle for the 
avowed purpose of “killing 
Boulton.” On their way they 
stopped at the home of the girl and 
told her of their intentions. She 
notified the police, and the boys 
were picked up before they could 
reach the Boulton home.
   No names were released by the 
county authorities. The boy whose 
romance had been broken up was 
released in the custody of his 
father, but the other boy was held 
when he stated, “I’m gonna kill 
that Boulton. He can’t do that to 
my pal.”
   All principals in the case were 
brought together and the case 
was closed. Neither of the boys 
could give any valid reason for 
the action; their intended victim 
was just as much in the dark as to 

80 years ago
   Oct. 12, 1933: George H. Green, 
90, Civil War veteran and father 
of Dudley I. Green of Concrete, 
died Oct. 6 at a Seattle Hospital. 
Green served in the Civil War with 
Company B, First Pennsylvania 
Reserve Light Artillery, in which 
organization he enlisted.
   Oct. 12, 1933: At about 11:30 
a.m. this past Monday, 3-year-old 
Kenneth Carleton of Grasmere and 
his dog, Tippy, set out for a little 
walk before lunch and evidently 
became so interested in their 
travels that time was forgotten. 
When missed by his mother and 
the Tumelson family, a search was 
started for the wanderers. As the 
day progressed, half the town of 
Concrete was pressed into action in 
searching the woods and river bank 
near the Tumelson home in lower 
Grasmere.
   Kenny was found nearly four 
hours after leaving his home, 
having traveled about two miles 
to the river bank near the home 
of Chas. Burns. He was found 
by Mrs. Burns, playing along the 
sand bars by the river, “looking for 
salmon for Tippy,” and expressing 
his willingness to have something 
to eat himself. He was taken to 
the Burns home, where searchers 
found him and returned him to his 
mother.

70 years ago
   Oct. 21, 1943: Richard 
Newcomb, one of the owners of 
the Victory Mill at Marblemount, 
had a narrow escape last 

Coffee Break
The assisted-living choice
By Patrick Kennedy

Concrete Center
October 2013

Activities

Mon. - Fri., 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunch served Tue. – Fri., noon

Mondays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzles
   Noon     Coffee Bar
   Noon     Birthday party, 10/28
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo, Dominoes

Tuesdays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzles
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Wednesdays
   10 a.m.     Quilting
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzles
   10:30 a.m.    Watercolor painting
   10:30 a.m.    Advisory Board mtg.,
        10/9
   11 a.m. - noon    Flu shots, 10/2
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo
   12:30 p.m.    Bingo, 10/9, 23

Thursdays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzles
   10:30 a.m.    Indoor walking
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo
   12:30 p.m.    Movie (viewers’ choice)

Fridays
   10 a.m.     Jigsaw puzzles
   11 a.m.     Indoor walking
   Noon     Lunch
   12:30 p.m.    Dominoes, Skip Bo

Furlough/Holiday closures
   10/18     Furlough day

Foot Care
   Until further notice, Foot Care is not being 
offered at Concrete Center. For foot care, call 
Sedro-Woolley Senior Center at 360.855.1531.

30 years ago: Danielle Bussiere cozies up to a jumbo squash grown by Les 
and Celia Burns of Concrete in this photo published in the Oct. 13, 1983 issue 
of Concrete Herald. The squash was destined for the Eagles Aerie 1444 weight-
guessing contest, with another growing nearby set aside for the American Legion 
in Concrete. Each year the two clubs used the large vegetables to raise money; 
the previous year, one was used in the guess contest, then auctioned, then sent 
to Darrington to be used in other benefit fundraisers. Archive photo.See Way Back, p. 29

Way Back, cont. from p. 28

why he had been singled out as the 
target.

50 years ago
   Oct. 3, 1963: Marblemount 
now has its own public library. Its 
opening was held Wednesday of 
last week at the community hall, 
where the library will be located. 
Most of the books were donated by 
Town of Everson, although many 
more were personal donations.
   Oct. 17, 1963: Warren Pressentin, 
son of Mrs. Frank Pressentin of 
Marblemount, was a member 
of the Forest Service personnel 
department at Eugene, Ore., to be 
invited to participate in the annual 
roundup of wild bison held in 
Moiese, Mont., Oct. 7–8.
   The herd is what’s left of the 60 
million buffalo that roamed the 
plains there in the 1800s. By 1900 
there were only 20 left, plus a few 
small private herds. The remaining 
few were taken under control of the 
Fish & Wildlife Dept. some years 
ago and, at this year’s roundup, a 
herd of 450 was checked out.

40 years ago
   Oct. 4, 1973: Albert’s Serve-U 
owner Albert Frank will mark 
the official opening of his new 
building just west of Concrete 
this weekend. The new facility 
provides 12,685 square feet of floor 
space—double that of the 14-year-
old building it replaces.
   Oct. 11, 1973: Architectural 
plans for new grandstands have 
been completed and a call for bids 
will be issued within the next two 
weeks, Concrete School District 
Superintendent Charles Dillon 
reported at Tuesday’s meeting of 
the school board.
   Fill is now being installed for the 
grandstands, which will cost an 
estimated $26,000 and will include 
restrooms and kitchen facilities. 
The new structure will replace 
the old grandstands, which were 
destroyed by fire July 5.The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley

Read

The sign’s the limit
   Sitting on the highway waiting to catch speeders, a state police 
officer saw a car puttering along at 22 mph. He thought, that car is 
just as dangerous as a speeder. So he turned on his lights and pulled 
the car over.
   Approaching the car, he noticed five little old ladies inside, two in 
the front and three in the back, wide eyed and looking like ghosts.
   The driver rolled down her window and said, “Officer, I don’t 
understand, I wasn’t going over the speed limit! What seems to be the 
problem?”
   “Ma’am,” the officer said, “you should know that driving slower 
than the speed limit can also be dangerous.”
   “Slower than the speed limit? No, sir! I was doing exactly 22 miles 
an hour,” the woman said proudly.
   The officer, containing a chuckle, explained that 22 was the route 
number, not the speed limit. A bit embarrassed, the woman grinned 
and thanked the officer for pointing out her error without writing her 
a ticket.
   “Before I go, ma’am, I have to ask, is everyone OK?” said the 
officer. “These women seem badly shaken and haven’t uttered a word 
all this time.”
   “Oh, they’ll be all right in a minute, officer. We just left Route 142.”



   Deputies and the Clear Lake Fire Dept. 
responded to an overturned boat on 
Beaver Lake. A man and two young girls 
were observed in the water. The girls had 
life jackets on. The Fire Dept. was able 
to get them all to shore, where they were 
checked by medics. Another save for life 
jackets; please wear them.
Sept. 2
   A caller from a local campground 
wanted to report a civil issue. She was 
asked to leave by management and wanted 
a deputy to witness her leaving. She was 
advised this was a civil dispute, and she 
received a refund from the staff.
Sept. 3
   A fisherman from the Upper Skagit 
Tribe reported a theft. While they were 
parked at the Lyman boat launch, someone 
had stolen their boat trailer license plate. 

Deputies have no suspects, and the stolen 
license plate has been documented.
Sept. 4
   A caller from Lyman Elementary 
reported a yelling match between two 
mothers. It appears the two women were 
arguing over a sale of a vehicle, and it 
spilled over into the school parking lot. 
Deputies found both parties later and 
cautioned them about their inability to act 
like adults.
Sept. 8
   A female reported an assault at a tavern 
in Hamilton. The female said she was 
attacked inside the tavern by a Hamilton 
resident and her mother. The deputy 
observed marks on the victim. The deputy 
is following up on leads and will speak to 
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Aug. 18
   The SCSO Animal Control officer made 
contact with a man in Hamilton about 
his aggressive dog. The dog continually 
chases after kids and most recently had to 
be declared dangerous by the county. The 
man may elect to get rid of the dog, in lieu 
of having it impounded as a threat to the 
community.
Aug. 19
   Deputies responded to a report of 
a female in Hamilton screaming and 
breaking out windows with a hammer. 
Seems she didn’t want to end her 
relationship with her man, but he did. She 
was suffering from severe stress issues 
and was voluntarily seen by mental health 
personnel. The man said he’ll board up his 
windows and hide the hammers.
Aug. 23
   Cascade Jobs Corps in Sedro-Woolley 
reported a domestic assault between two 
students. A 19-year-old male had been 
arrested the night before for assaulting 
a student on site. He returned to campus 
and assaulted his 18-year-old (now-ex) 
girlfriend. He was booked into jail again.
   Deputies responded to a domestic 
assault between a female and a male in 
Lyman. The female was arrested. They 
had been arguing and the female bit the 
male, causing an injury. She was booked 
into jail.
   Deputies responded to a domestic issue 
on Hamilton Ave. in Hamilton. Two 
females got into an argument over DVDs. 
One arrived driving recklessly; she was 
thrown to the ground. No one desired 
prosecution for assault, but in the future, 
if this behavior continues, they could be 
cited for disorderly conduct. There’s much 
more to this ongoing saga.
Aug. 24
   A citizen driving by the rock quarry 
near Shuler Rd. near Rockport reported 
a vehicle fire. A deputy was nearby and 
assisted Washington State Patrol with the 
investigation. The driver said he had gone 
to the Rockport Tavern and found it was 
closed. When he left, his car overheated 
and caught fire. To make matters worse, 
he was arrested for DUI by a state trooper.
Aug. 25
   A Clear Lake-area real estate agent 
called the SCSO to report harassment of 
potential customers. It seems a male was 
evicted from a residence and it’s now 
for sale. When clients come to view the 
property, an unknown male appears and 

Skagit County Sheriff’s Office
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Worship directory

says it’s already spoken for. Deputies want 
to speak to the former property owner.
Aug. 26
   A resident of Wilde Rd. in Birdsview 
reported being robbed. Four persons were 
involved in an illegal gun sale transaction 
gone bad. One person was assaulted with 
a bat, and another was threatened with 
a pistol. Deputies caught the suspects as 
they tried to flee on a motorcycle. Two 
persons were booked into jail for several 
felony charges.
   A citizen reported finding what appeared 
to be a human ribcage in the water 
near the Rockport boat ramp. A deputy 
responded and discovered it resembled a 
ribcage; however, the black hair and small 
tail indicated it was a bear.
Aug. 27
   Deputies contacted two women 
running a chainsaw after midnight in 
the Clear Lake area. They were doing a 
woodcarving piece, but it was midnight 
for gosh sakes. They agreed to stop and 
not violate the county noise ordinance.
   A caller from North Shore Dr. in Cape 
Horn reported finding a used syringe 
in their driveway. Unfortunately, used 
needles can be a by-product of illicit drug 
usage, usually heroin. The man turned the 
syringe over to a deputy for disposal. The 
question remains who’s using the heroin 
nearby. 
Aug. 29
   A mother called 911 to report her 3-year-
old son missing from the Apple Ln. area 
in Sedro-Woolley. She hadn’t seen him 
for 10 minutes. A sergeant was nearby and 
located the youngster hiding in the garage 
under a desk.
Aug. 30
   A male who had been drinking failed 
to make the turn at Grip and Basset roads 
in Sedro-Woolley. His truck rolled onto 
its side, the airbags deployed, and the 
deputies showed up. He was unhurt, but 
was arrested for DUI. 
Aug. 31
   A male Lyman caller reported receiving 
threatening letters from an ex-girlfriend. 
The deputy spoke to the female and 
warned her that threats to harm could land 
her in jail. The male just wanted this on 
record in case he is found with “missing 
body parts ...”
   A mother from Lower Finney Creek 
reported her adult daughter missing. She 
had last been seen walking in the area of 
her house with her two small children. 
The daughter was texting relatives, but 
was gone from home for five days before 
being located by a deputy. She was found 
with the father of her kids and was fine. 
Mom is not happy.
Sept. 1

Assembly of God
Concrete Assembly of God
45734 Main St., Concrete; 853.8042
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Tue.: Men’s meeting, 8:30 a.m.
Wed.: Adult Bible study, 6 p.m.
Thur.: Women’s Bible study, 6:30 p.m.
Bruce Martin, pastor

North Cascade Community Church
59850 SR 20, Marblemount
360.873.2504 // www.mmag.net
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wed.: Teen Connection, 6 p.m.
           Women’s Ministry, 2 p.m. (2nd, 4th, 
          and 5th Wed.)
Thur.: Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m.
Dave Nichols, pastor
E-mail: pastordave@fastmail.fm

Baptist
First Baptist Church
12732 Hemlock St., Clear Lake
360.856.2767
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wed.: 7 p.m.
John Batts, pastor
E-mail: pastorjohn@firstbaptistclearlake.com

Hamilton First Baptist Church
797 Hamilton Cemetery Rd. at SR 20
Office: 360.826.3307
Sunday School: 9:40 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Ron Edwards, pastor

Lyman Baptist Church
31441 W. Main St., Lyman
Office: 360.826.3287
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Catholic
St. Catherine Mission Church
45603 Limestone St., Concrete
Mail: 719 Ferry St., Sedro-Woolley
Office: 360.855.0077
Weekday hours: 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Sat. Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Father Martin Bourke, pastor
www.svcc.us/scm

Covenant
Community Covenant Church
12605 Highway 9, Clear Lake
360.856.1023 // covenant@wavecable.com
www.clearlakecov.org
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Call for weekly youth group/Bible studies
Tim Hedberg, pastor

Free Methodist
Day Creek Chapel
31438 S. Skagit Hwy, Sedro-Woolley
Office 360.826.3696
Rick Miles, pastor
Sun.: 9:15 a.m. prayer service, 10 a.m. 
worship
Tue.: Women’s Bible study, 9:30 a.m.
Thur.: Bible study at Louise’s complex, Mt. 
Vernon, 6:30 p.m.
Fri.: Women’s Bible Study at Kathy’s in 
Day Creek, 8 a.m.

Methodist
Central United Methodist Church
1013 Polke Rd., Sedro-Woolley
360.856.6412 / centralumcsw@yahoo.com
www.gbgm-umc.org/cumc-sedrowolley
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.
Marilyn Kallshian, pastor

Presbyterian
Mount Baker Presbyterian Church
45705 Main St., P.O. Box 246, Concrete
Church 853.8585; office 595.0446
www.mtbakerpresbyterian.synodnw.org

Sun. worship: 9 a.m.
Tom Ross, pastor

Lutheran
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
46372 Main St., Concrete / 853.8814
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Chris Anderson, pastor

Nondenominational
Agape Fellowship
Meets at Mount Baker Presbyterian,
45705 Main St., Concrete
Second and fourth Weds., 7 p.m.
360.708.4764
Dolores Elliott, pastor

Community Bible Church
45672 Limestone, Concrete; 853.8511
E-mail: cbcofconcrete@earthlink.net
Sun. School: 9 a.m.; Worship Svc: 10 a.m.
Childcare/Children’s Ministries at both
Contact church for other ministries
Rob Thomas, pastor

Rockport Christ the King Comm. Church
11982 Martin Rd., Rockport, WA 98283
Church office: 853.8746
Pre-service fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. service: 10 a.m.
Sun. eve. Bible study: 5 p.m. See Sheriff’s Blotter, p. 33

Sergeant’s 
corner
Fall driving tips
By Chris Kading

   As weather and road 
conditions change with the season, here 
are a few driving tips to help keep you 
safe while exploring the North Cascades.
   Be aware of the changing weather 
conditions. Autumn is a damp, wet 
season, with many rainy or foggy days 
and nights. As the temperatures drop, 
frost often coats the ground at night. 
Overpasses and bridges frost over more 
quickly than other roadway surfaces. Be 
aware that black ice may be present.
   Watch for elk. I can’t stress this 
enough. Elk are everywhere, and they 
don’t read the Elk Crossing signs. With 
hunting season approaching, these 
animals will begin moving around 
much more. They’ll cross the roadway 
whenever and wherever they want. 
Some of the worst areas for car vs. elk 
accidents are near Hurn Field west of 
Concrete, Hoyle Lane west of the Punkin 
Center Fire Hall (where I’ve hit two), 
and the area near the truck scales east of 
Sedro-Woolley.
   Plan ahead for wet conditions. Fall 
will bring rainfall, which can decrease 
visibility and cause hydroplaning. Make 
sure your windshield wipers are in good 
working condition. If driving on a road 
with excess water, slow down and avoid 
sudden movements with the steering 
wheel or brake pedal. If you feel like 
you’re floating, steer straight and gently 
release the gas pedal until you feel the 

tires make contact with the road surface. 
In an especially heavy downpour, you 
may want to pull off the road until it’s 
safe to continue.
   Watch out for leaves. Once leaves 
become wet, they can present slippery 
and dangerous driving conditions. Be 
sure to watch for patches of wet leaves 
on the road or on road lines. Dry leaves 
can also present a problem to your 
vehicle. Avoid parking your vehicle near 
leaf piles to prevent fires that could start 
from your vehicle’s catalytic converter.
   Stay alert on the road. The end of 
Daylight Saving Time means reduced 
visibility on the roads, which can create 
unfamiliar driving conditions. Even 
on familiar roads, it’s important that 
motorists use additional caution and 
adjust their driving habits to watch for 
pedestrians, cyclists, and other roadway 
users who will be less visible, especially 
during the first week of the change. 
Halloween is coming and that means 
extra kids out and about.
   Check your tire pressure. With 
frequent weather and temperature 
changes, tires can expand and contract, 
causing them to lose air pressure. Make 
sure tires are properly inflated and have 
plenty of tread.
   Avoid sun glare. With the change in 
time you may need to adjust to morning 
or late afternoon glare from the sun. 
The glare can cause reflections off car 
windows and hoods and decrease your 
visibility. Have a good pair of sunglasses 
readily available to counter daytime 
glare.

Chris Kading is sergeant for the Skagit 
County Sheriff’s Office East County 
Detachment in Concrete.

   In 1983 I had my first opportunity to 
be a senior pastor. What a challenge this 
was going to be. Knowing that I didn’t 
know all that I needed to know, I figured 
I’d write to pastors that I respected for 
some advice. I sent a letter to 10 pastors 
from whom I wanted to hear. I included 
about eight questions concerning pastoral 
ministry in that letter. My expectations 
were that they’d give me a few pearls of 
wisdom in a response letter and nothing 
more.
   I received one letter back that really 
surprised me. This pastor observed that I 
had asked enough questions that he could 
not answer them on one side of a sheet 
of paper. His idea was that I should come 
to his church and we’d go out to lunch 
for a talk on the issue of pastoring. I was 
blown away by this offer. So on June 12, 
1983, I had lunch with Chuck Swindoll. 
I never saw this coming and neither did 
Zacchaeus.
   In Jericho, Zacchaeus was a big wheel. 
He was the chief tax collector and a very 
rich man. His story is found in Luke 19:1–
10. Those two characteristics alone caused 
him to be a hated man in that town. He 

Sunday School lesson
Never saw it coming
By Bill Mueller

collected taxes for Rome and just a little 
bit more for himself. And according to the 
story, he was vertically challenged—he 
was short (verse 3).
   News spread that Jesus was coming to 
town. This was big news and everyone 
turned out to get a glimpse of Him. 
Zacchaeus was blocked out by the crowd, 
and no one would move aside to let him 
in the front to see Jesus. He figured to 
outsmart them all by running ahead and 
climbing a tree to have a better vantage 
point. Here is where the surprise takes 
place. Jesus walks by, but He does the 
unexpected. He stops, looks up, and says, 
“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. 
I must stay at your house today.” Boy, 
Zacchaeus sure didn’t see that coming.
   The result of this encounter is Zacchaeus 
is a changed man (verse 8). He openly 
declares that he intends to live a new 
life. A life that doesn’t involve cheating 
people out of money, but instead helping 
the poor. We can only conclude that he 
has truly had an encounter with Jesus. The 
Lord says so in verses 9–10).
   In the midst of this episode, there are 
“naysayers,” those who like to rain on 
others’ good fortune. Notice in verse 
7, muttering begins. That word in the 
original language means “grumble.” 
Apparently the crowd never saw it 
coming either. Yet regardless of the 
negative response, salvation had come to 
Zacchaeus’ house.

   This is how God works. We want to be 
in control, to know what is coming up 
ahead. This is not what God is about. We 
all need an initial encounter with Jesus, 
and we need lots of them in our lives. This 
is Jesus’ passion, changing people into 
thankful, caring, and giving people who 
know Him. So when it comes to dealing 
with Jesus, it seems like we really will 
never see it coming.
   Be as ready as you can.

Bill Mueller pastors in Lynnwood.

Online 
obituaries

   Obituaries published in 
Concrete Herald from May 
2009 to present are posted online 
here:
   www.concrete-herald.com/
obituaries
   For more information, call 
360.853.8213 or e-mail editor@
concrete-herald.com.

Worth repeating
   “If Satan fume and roar against you 
... do not be discouraged, as though you 
were less acceptable in God’s presence, 
or that Satan might at any time prevail 
against you.
   “No! Your temptations and storms 
that arise so suddenly argue and witness 
that the seed that is sown has fallen on 
good ground, has begun to take root, 
and shall, by God’s grace, bring forth 
fruit abundantly in due season and 
convenient time. That is what Satan 
fears; and therefore thus he rages (and 
shall rage) against you, thinking that if 
he can repulse you now suddenly in the 
beginning, that then you will be at all 
times an easy prey, never able to resist 
his assaults. But as my hope is good, so 
shall my prayer be, that you may be so 
strengthened, that the world and Satan 
himself may understand and perceive, 
that God fights your battle.”

—John Knox
The Works of John Knox, Vol. 4

   “To be entitled to use another’s name, 
when my own name is worthless; to 
be allowed to wear another’s raiment, 
because my own is torn and filthy; 
to appear before God in another’s 
person—the person of the Beloved 
Son—this is the summit of all blessing. 
The sin-bearer and I have exchanged 
names, robes, and persons! I am 
now represented by Him, my own 
personality having disappeared; He now 
appears in the presence of God for me. 
All that makes Him precious and dear 
to the Father has been transferred to 
me. His excellency and glory are seen 
as if they were mine; and I receive the 
love, and the fellowship, and the glory, 
as if I had earned them all. So entirely 
one am I with the sin-bearer, that God 
treats me not merely as if I had not 
done the evil that I have done; but as 
if I had done all the good which I have 
not done, but which my Substitute has 
done. In one sense I am still the poor 
sinner, once under wrath; in another I 
am altogether righteous, and shall be 
so forever, because of the Perfect One, 
in whose perfection I appear before 
God. Nor is this a false pretense or a 
hollow fiction, which carries no results 
or blessings with it. It is an exchange 
which has been provided by the Judge, 
and sanctioned by law; an exchange of 
which any sinner upon earth may avail 
himself and be blest.”

—Horatius Bonar
The Everlasting Righteousness



got to come out and be written, otherwise 
it’s poison. Writing heals the brain. I 
didn’t know that at first, but when I started 
to write real books, I felt complete. I was 
incomplete before that. After the first 
book, I felt liberated.”

   Bow author Sarai 
Stevens visited the 
Upper Skagit Library 
for a reading and 
discussion on Sept. 5.
   Stevens read from 
her first book, Seeds 
for a New Day, a 
parable written in a 
poetic style and illustrated with paper cuts 
by Stevens.
   The Seeds parable is one of “energy 
descent,” said Stevens, a journey toward 
less energy and resource consumption, 
cooperative and collaborative living, 
toward a goal of more resilient 
communities and more rewarding lives. 
Stevens developed the original storyline 
for a presentation that she and other 
Chuckanut Transition members gave 
during the 2011 Skagit Human Rights 
Festival.
   “I wrote this book to begin to break the 
myth of our powerlessness,” said Stevens 
during the Sept. 5 reading, suggesting that 
a viable path toward social health is to 
develop “pockets of flourishing, resilient 
communities that make sense.”
   Stevens views the future as filled with 
opportunity rather than dread. “Our loss 
of community has given rise to depression 
and anxiety,” she said. “We can focus on 
fear and become paralyzed, or we can 
treat it like an adventure,” she said. “This 
is an opportunity to create more rewarding 
lives.”
   For more information or to purchase 
the book, go to www.chuckanuttransition.
com/seeds-for-a-new-day.html.

the other parties involved.
   A manager of a local RV park reported 
finding used heroin syringes in a restroom. 
A deputy responded and properly disposed 
of the drug paraphernalia. Unfortunately, 
heroin use is at an all-time high in the 
county. It’s cheap and readily available. 
Please report any suspected drug 
activity to the local drug task force at 
360.848.1165.
   Cascade Burgers in Concrete reported a 
burglary that occurred around 8:15 p.m. 
the previous night. The intruders gained 
entry through an east window and stole 
several items, including an antique radio 
microphone. This is burglary number two 
for the family-owned business.
Sept. 9
   A deputy assisted Washington State 
Patrol at a motorcycle vs. truck accident. 
It appeared the motorcyclist struck the 
truck, tossing the rider into the bed of the 
truck. The bike rider went to the hospital 
with a possible broken leg or two.

Sept. 11
   A Hamilton resident reported an odd 
thing. While driving his car, he noticed  
that one of the front tires was vibrating 
badly. He discovered all the lug nuts were 
loose, and one actually flew off. He thinks 
a neighbor may be responsible. Deputies 
will speak to the man’s neighbor.
Sept. 12
   A Lyman caller reported a domestic 
assault. The couple had decided to divorce 
and agreed to see other people, just not 
bring those people around. The man showed 
up with a new girl, and the soon-to-be ex-
wife took offense to the “rule violation.” 
She hit the male in the head with a beer 
bottle. He got a stitch or two, and she 
went to jail. You must follow the rules.
   Three persons got involved in a fight 
on Spruce St. in Cape Horn. A male was 
struck in the head with a large maple stick, 
causing some injuries. The assailant fled 
and was found hiding at relative’s home. 
He was booked into jail for second-degree 
assault, a felony.
   A female stole a candy bar from Loggers 

Landing in Concrete. She and the male 
she was with are well known to local 
deputies. Since she refused to return to the 
store and pay for the item, she was issued 
a ticket for theft and trespassed from the 
store. Really? A ticket for stealing a candy 
bar? Being stubborn can get you a ticket.
Sept. 13
   Two males got into a fight in Cape 
Horn. One subject was pepper sprayed 
and another threw a bat. Neither subject 
wanted to pursue charges; however, one 
subject had warrants. As is his standard 
practice, he ran from the deputy and 
will be charged with resisting arrest. 
Both subjects also will be arrested for 
disorderly conduct and fighting.
Sept. 15
   At approximately 8:45 a.m., SCSO 
and medical personnel were dispatched 
to a medical call in the 60000 Block 
of Beverly Place in Marblemount. The 
initial report was that a 4-month-old 
baby boy had fallen from a bed and was 
unconscious. Medical personnel tried to 
revive the infant, but all attempts were 

unsuccessful. An SCSO detective with 
training and experience in child death 
investigations responded to the scene 
to conduct the investigation. The initial 
results of the autopsy were inconclusive. 
The death of the infant is still under 
investigation by the SCSO, according to 
Chief Criminal Deputy Don McDermott.
Sept. 17
   A caller from the Loggers Landing area 
in Concrete reported a suspicious man 
hiding from a Fish & Wildlife officer near 
the store. The caller described the man 
as having one eye and scruffy looking. 
Deputies know who this man is. He had 
fled from deputies days earlier.
Sept. 16
   Deputies responded to the area of 
Steelhead Dr. in Rockport. A male 
familiar to deputies had assaulted another 
male. The victim was struck with several 
items, including a 4x4 piece of wood. 
He suffered injuries. The assailant was 
booked into jail for Assault in the Second 
Degree, a felony.

—Compiled by Sgt. Chris Kading
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Business directoryBookkeeping
UpRiver Bookkeeping Services
360.853.7667 or 360.708.9761
upriver21@hotmail.com
Reasonable rates
Payroll services to full-charge bookkeeping

Brew pubs
Birdsview Brewing Co.
Fresh micro beer brewed on our premises
Great food! Family friendly!
Open Tuesdays through Sundays
38302 SR 20, Birdsview  //  360.826.3406
www.birdsviewbrewingcompany.com

Construction
Don Payne’s Backhoe Services
Extensive experience, reasonable rates
Trenching for electrical and plumbing lines, 
site preparation, road- and lot-clearing
360.853.7838 / 770.0178 / #PAYNE*066BC
dpaynes2001@yahoo.com

Donald K. Moore Construction
Dump truck / Sand / Gravel / Topsoil
Complete excavation and lots, to acreage
cleared / log loads, underground utilities avail.
Licensed, bonded, and insured
360.853.8525 / Reg. #DONALKMO15KE

Drain Cleaning
Sconce Home Service, Darrington
*Drain cleaning & root removal
24-hr. emergency response.
*Home repair/renovate. *Home/Apts. maint. 
Annual, monthly arrangmnts; on-call w/
rentals.
(home) 360.436.2141 or (cell) 253.343.4762

Lodging
Ovenell’s Heritage Inn/Double O Ranch
Fully equipped log cabins; AAA; 580-acre 
cattle ranch; all-natural, grain-fed beef;
special events; getaways; local discounts; and 
wildlife! See our views of Mount Baker!
360.853.8494 / www.ovenells-inn.com

Pharmacies
Hoagland Pharmacy
640 #A Highway 20 Sedro-Woolley WA 98284
(360) 503-1676  //  M-F 10-6, Sat 10-2 
(medical equipment ony); Full-svc pharmacy, 
medical equipment, and C-pap/Bi-pap
Please visit www.hoaglandpharmacy.com

Restaurants
Cascade Burgers
45292 State Route 20, Concrete
Featuring great burgers, fries, and milkshakes 
in a 1950s, family-style atmosphere!
OPEN DAILY: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Ask about our daily specials!  360.853.7580

Perks Espresso & Deli
Full breakfast, espresso, sub sandwiches, 
drive-thru and take-out. Find us on Facebook.
M–F, 5 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sa.– Su. 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
44586 SR 20, Concrete
360.853.9006
The Washington Cafe and Bakery
Fresh salmon, fish-and-chips; prime rib on Fri. 
nights. Donate to Concrete Theatre here!
Summer hours: Thur. – Mon., 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
45938 Main St., Concrete // 360.853.7723
washingtongrillnbakery@gmail.com

Gifts
All Valley Storage & Gifts
31687 SR 20, Ste. 102, Lyman/Sedro-Woolley
Our prices can’t be beat! Beanpod candles, 
home/garden items, decorating ideas, more!
360.826.6001 / allvalleystorageinc@live.com
Online: www.allvalleystorageinc.com

Matty’s on Main
45905 Main Street, Concrete
UNIQUE & ANTIQUE / JEWELRY & PAWN
Fall Special: 20% off!
NEW INVENTORY WEEKLY
360.333.8851

Hair salons
Hair Fitness
Complete family hair care, specializing in:
PERMS / COLOR & CUTS / WAXING
More than 25 years’ experience!
Call Kathy Monrad and Becki Hoover for appt
360.853.8684

Insurance
Farmers Insurance
Notary Public
45905 Main Street, Concrete
CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOW RATES!!
PLEASE CALL FOR QUOTE
360.333.8851

Liquor Stores
Concrete Liquor Store & Convenience Store
45895 Main Street, Concrete // 360.853.7149
Monday thru Saturday 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Sundays Noon to 5 p.m.
Gifts, Rocks, Tobacco, Cigars, and much 
more!

To add your business
to this directory, call 

360.853.8213 or e-mail 
editor@concrete-herald.com

RV Repair
Goldner RV Repair, Concrete
Mobile RV Maintenance & Repair
LP gas systems, water, heating systems,
AC/DC electrical
360.826.3303  //  rvrepair@frontier.com

Self-storage
Concrete Self-storage
Located on Fir Street, Concrete
Heated and nonheated, security surveillance, 
coded entry, 4x5 to 15x32 units, locks for sale. 
Customer service is our top priority!
360.853.8100/concreteselfstorageinc@live.com

Septic Services
Cinema Septic
Inspection, troubleshooting and pumping
Serving all of Skagit County
Fred West, owner. 360.466.8753  
fred@cinemaseptic.com
www.cinemaseptic.com

Towing services
Dave’s Towing 360.853.7433, Concrete, WA
Cash for clunkers, towing and extractions, 
abandoned vehicle removal, lockouts, fuel 
delivery. Credit cards and insurance accepted. 
Discounts for locals.
360.853.7433 or 360.770.6705

Sheriff’s Blotter, cont. from p. 31

   In July and September, three 
authors traveled to Concrete to 
share their work. Two of the three 
books have direct ties to Concrete.

Meet Concrete mayoral candidate

Jason Miller

Candidate Forum
Thur., Oct. 17, 7 p.m.

5b’s Bakery, 45597 Main St., Concrete

Books

Boyer

Stevens

Rolnick

   French author 
Etienne Boyer visited 
the Concrete area for 
nine days in July.
   Boyer, 42, lives 
in Mauleon, France, 
near the Spanish 
border. His visit to 
Concrete was one 
of several U.S. stops 
made while researching the second book 
in L’infection, his fantasy trilogy. The 
three titles within the trilogy are Infection, 
Pandemic, and Sepsis.
   “Pandemic takes place all around the 
world, especially in the U.S.,” said Boyer. 
“I chose Concrete for one of the main 
events of the book because I’m a big 
fan of the ‘Twin Peaks’ series; I wanted 
to locate the story near the place where 
‘Twin Peaks’ was filmed.”
   When Boyer discovered “Twin Peaks” 
was filmed near Snoqualmie Falls, he 
investigated and decided that area was too 
populated. “I looked at a Google map to 
find a place not too far from the Canadian 
border, and still in the Cascades. I found 
Concrete,” he said.
   Boyer contacted Concrete Herald 
publisher Jason Miller and Concrete 
Heritage Museum member John Boggs, 
who sent photos and a copy of Charles 
Dwelley’s So They Called the Town 
Concrete as research materials. Dwelley’s 
book, plus the story of Orson Welles’ 
“War of the Worlds” radio broadcast, were 
catalysts for Boyer.

   “That’s what made me decide my story 
had to include Concrete,” he said.
   Boyer describes the L’infection trilogy 
as “fiction tied to reality.” The first book 
begins in France and describes a virtual 
world and a real world. As the story 
progresses, the two worlds cross into each 
other and eventually become one story. At 
the end of the book, the two characters—
one in the virtual world and one in the 
real world—become one person. There’s 
romance and bad choices, with Faustian 
influences (the devil is a virus). “After 
that, things start to go crazy,” said Boyer.
   “If I earn money with [my writing], 
that’s good, but what I really want is to 
share what’s in my head,” said Boyer. “It’s 

   Visitors to Concrete 
during the July fly-in 
might have met Skagit 
Valley author Abbe 
Rolnick, who set up a 
booth at the airport to 
share her new novel, 
Color of Lies.
   Partly set at Mears 
Field in Concrete, Color of Lies tells 
the story of “environmental intrigue 
and healing,” with vegetation, birds, 
and people inexplicably dying in the 
Skagit River Valley. Does the river 
carry pollutants from illegal waste sites? 
Threatened with exposure, the perpetrator 
steps up her assault and her victims must 
join with the community to save the 
valley.
   Rolnick lives in the Skagit Valley and 
owns a health food restaurant.
   For more information or to order the 
book, visit your local or online bookstore 
or go to www.sedropublishing.com.



Master Gardener program 
seeks volunteer educators
   The WSU Skagit County Extension 
Master Gardener Program is accepting 
applications for its 2014 Master 
Gardener Annual Training. Master 
Gardener volunteer educators will 
receive WSU computer-based course 
work, along with 10 weeks of classroom 
meetings for hands-on activities in home 

horticulture, integrated pest management, 
and plant problem diagnosis from WSU 
specialists and other experts.
   The Master Gardener online course-
work is done on the student’s schedule, 
with group meetings each Tuesday at 
Padilla Bay Interpretive Center in Bay 
View beginning Tue., Jan. 7.
   To request an application, call 
360.428.4270, ext. 0; or go to www.
skagit.wsu.edu/mg/apply.htm.
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Kristina Collins

Garden Patch
By Gladys Silrus

   Let’s talk about hummingbirds! They 
are some of the most fascinating and 
flashy birds you’ll ever see. They are 
also some of the most misunderstood. 
If you want to attract them and keep 
them coming around, you might feel 
overwhelmed by all the information out 
there to help you do so. Here are some tips 
to keep them coming back.
1. Use red feeders and plant red 

flowers. In North America, the 
flowers best adapted for hummingbird 
pollination are bright red blooms 
with a tubular shape. Hummers 
instinctively watch for red things and 
investigate them. I have had them 
fly right up and check me out when 
I wore a red shirt. They have been 
known to make a detour to check 
out the taillights of parked cars. So 
planting red flowers will help bring 
them to your yard.

2. You don’t need fancy food. It is easy 
to make you own. Add one part white 
sugar to four parts water. If you boil 
the water before adding the sugar, the 
mixture will last longer before it starts 
to spoil. Don’t mix in any honey, red 
dye, or other additives.

3. Keep it clean. Sugar water that has 
started to grow moldy or even cloudy 
can be dangerous to birds. You must 
keep the feeders clean and replace 
the mixture regularly—at least once 
every three or four days in the spring. 
If the water looks cloudy, it’s time to 
replace and clean the feeder. When 
the weather gets hot in July and 
August, put the feeders away: Enough 
natural blossoms will be available for 
the hummers, and any sugar water 

you put out will spoil rapidly anyway.
4. Put feeders out in the open. 

Hummers are always looking around 
for food sources. They are good at 
finding them, but you can help by 
putting your feeder in a place where 
it’s easy to spot. Use a feeder with 
some bright red on it and position it 
where it can be seen by birds flying 
past at a distance.

5. Give them some extra space. 
Hummingbirds often fight around 
feeders, chasing one another away.  
Flowers only produce limited 
amounts of nectar, so hummers 
instinctively protect their food 
sources even with an unlimited 
supply. Try putting up two or three 
feeders that can’t be seen from each 
other.

6. They are creatures of habit. 
Hummers will return in the spring and 
remember where you had flowers or 
feeder in previous years. If you leave 
the feeder out in fall, will it keep the 
hummers from migrating? No, they 
don’t rely on you 100 percent; they 
will migrate when the time comes. 
It’s instinct.

7. Give them a chance. It may take 
some time for them to find your 
feeder, and even after they do, it may 
be a while before you notice they’re 
visiting. They may zip in for quick sip 
many times before you happen to see 
them. So keep the feeder ready and 
keep watching. You will be rewarded.

   Happy gardening!

Got a gardening question? Send it 
to Gladys for an answer! Call her at 
360.826.4848, or write to her at gsilrus@
frontier.com or 42002 Pine St., Concrete, 
WA 98237.

Elevated gardens allow gardeners to easily plant herbs, vegetables, and flowers anywhere. 
Photo courtesy of Gardener’s Supply.Jeremy McCullough, vice president and 

Burlington branch manager with Business 
Bank, graduated from Pacific Coast Banking 
School (PCBS) on Aug. 30, after completing 
its three-year program. PCBS, a graduate-
level banking school, operates in partnership 
with the Graduate School of Business at the 
University of Washington.
   “We’re extremely proud of Jeremy on his 
most recent accomplishment,” said Mike Cann, 
Business Bank president and CEO. “PCBS is 
a rigorous ... banking and leadership program, 
requiring an extensive investment of time 
and dedication. Jeremy demonstrates that 
same high level of dedication in his position at 
Business Bank.” Submitted photo.

Burlington

Annual PTO fundraiser 
planned

   Immaculate Conception Regional 
School in Mount Vernon will hold its 
Autumn Arts Festival on Sat., Oct. 
12, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The annual 
fundraiser will be in the St. Joseph Center, 
215 N. 15th St., Mount Vernon.
   Organizers are looking for vendors 
to participate in the festival. Interested 
persons can get a registration form by 
going to www.icrsweb.org. An 8 x 10-
foot booth rents for $40 to $45, with an 
additional fee for tables and electricity.
   For more information, contact Lori Yeo 
at l_c_yeo@msn.com or 360.333.0713.

—Submitted by Lori Yeo

city, and improve the quality of the natural 
environment in Burlington.
   The “ULI Technical Assistance Panel 
Recommendations for the City of 
Burlington” document was developed 
for city residents, elected officials, and 
community leaders who are engaged 
in a process of planning for the city’s 
long-term future. The overall process 
of updating the long-range vision, 
comprehensive plan, and codes, is 
coordinated by City of Burlington staff, 
under the direction of the Burlington 
mayor and City Council. Burlington 
residents have participated extensively 
through public forums, as well as 
citizen advisory committees focusing on 
revitalizing the downtown, improving 
mobility for cars, pedestrians, and 
bicycles, and improving water quality in 
Gauges Slough. The ideas and alternatives 
generated will be included in a planned 
action environmental impact statement 
for community review, followed by 
comprehensive plan and code updates.
   “The community is very excited 
about the positive ideas and vision for 
the future,” said Burlington planning 
director Margaret Fleek. “The great 
opportunity presented by the Urban Land 
Institute Technical Assistance Program 
has provided direction and focus. Work 
is already under way through citizen 
advisory committees on the next steps 
toward implementation.”
   The City of Burlington brought the 
ULI technical assistance panel of experts 
to the city with the help of funds from 
Skagit County and the Envision Skagit 
2060 project. The panelists are leaders in 
economic development, housing, urban 
planning, and environmental sustainability 
from around the Puget Sound region. 
They studied up on Burlington before 
spending an intensive two-day period 
meeting with city officials, touring the 
city, and formulating recommendations on 
how Burlington can build on its numerous 
strengths to be even more successful and 
livable in the future.
   “Burlington has great resources in its 
natural and historic heritage, as well 
as its retail tax base. Smart growth 
involves building on that heritage while 
encouraging strategic redevelopment and 
maintaining the retail tax base,” the report 
concludes in part.

   Didn’t get enough gardening in this 
season? There is still time to grow garden-
fresh vegetables and herbs this fall and 
winter.
   Purchase transplants and seeds that will 
grow and flourish in the cooler fall and 
winter temperatures. Lettuce, spinach, 
Swiss chard, root vegetables, edible 
pansies, and calendula, as well as cole 
crops like broccoli, are a few to consider.
   Select short-season crops like lettuce, 
spinach, and radishes, which will mature 
before extremely cold winter temperatures 
set in. Extend the fall garden season 
into winter with the help of floating 
row covers, cold frames, and portable 
greenhouses. Many of the elevated garden 
systems now have built-in cold frames or 
row cover attachments to make extending 
the season much easier.
   Try container and elevated gardens to 
extend the growing season and increase 
your enjoyment. These contained gardens 
allow you to plant herbs, vegetables 
and flowers anywhere. Place a few right 
outside the front door or on the balcony 
for fun and convenience. Plus, contained 

gardens can easily be moved to a sheltered 
location or covered and protected from 
frost.
   Or move your garden indoors. Select 
vegetables and herbs that can tolerate the 
less-than-ideal indoor growing conditions. 
Greens, onions, and root crops, like 
radishes and short carrots, will grow in 
a sunny window. Expand your selection 
with the help of artificial lights.
   Basil, oregano, thyme, sage, parsley, 
chives, and mint are a few favorite herbs 
to grow on your kitchen or other sunny 
windowsill. Increase your harvest with 
the help of artificial lights or try an indoor 
tiered grow light stand to save on space.
   Take cuttings from healthy herbs 
growing in the garden, purchase new 
transplants, or start herb and vegetable 
plants from seeds.
   Get busy planting and soon you will 
be enjoying the tasty benefits of fall and 
winter gardening.

Gardening expert Melinda Myers has 
written more than 20 gardening books. 
Find her online at www.melindamyers.com.

Extend the harvest this season
By Melinda Myers

Tethys halts efforts to build 
bottling plant

   In September, Tethys Enterprises, 
Inc., announced it would terminate its 
efforts to build a water bottling plant near 
Anacortes.
   Mayor Dean Maxwell learned of the 
decision in a letter he received Sept. 9 
from Tethys CEO Steve Winter. The letter 
did not give a specific reason for the 
company’s change in direction, saying 
“... we have determined that for various 
reasons we will halt our efforts on the 
Tethys project in the City of Anacortes. 
... our decision to cease operations in 
Anacortes will be effective immediately.”
   Winter wrote that he and his wife 
planned to move to Ireland at the end of 
September, where he will launch a new 
international investment company.
   The Tethys project officially began in 
October 2010, when the City of Anacortes 
signed a water/beverage bottling contract 
with Tethys to sell five million gallons of 
water per day for 30 years, with two five-
year extensions. The water was to come 
from the Skagit River.
   Like most major endeavors, the 
proposed Tethys project had its 
proponents and detractors. Maxwell 
responded to the news of Tethys halting its 
efforts with a press release the next day, 
in which he stated “The Tethys project 
was an opportunity for our community 
to provide living wage jobs, advanced 
technology, and a continued commitment 
to environmental sensibility.”
   One opponent of the agreement, 
Anacortes citizen Sandra Spargo, 
formed Defending Water in the Skagit 
River Basin in response to what she 
termed an “appalling lack of city-citizen 
communication of the contract.” Spargo 
and the organization spoke against 
the project and sought to “educate the 
public about water bottling companies, 
to organize a citizens’ SEPA committee, 
and to seek alternative ways of citizen 
influence.”
   The City of Everett turned down a 
similar Tethys effort in spring 2010.

—J. K. M.

Anacortes

Urban Land Institute panel 
issues recommendations for 
Burlington

   A panel of planning and development 
experts brought together by the Urban 
Land Institute–Northwest (ULI) for the 
City of Burlington has issued its final 
recommendations to the city.
   The report suggests ways that 
Burlington can strengthen its economy, 
enhance its neighborhoods and housing 
opportunities, improve the ability of 
residents and visitors to move around the 

Work continues on I-5 Skagit 
River bridge

   On Sat., Sept. 14, a permanent span was 
installed on the I-5 Skagit River bridge.
   Now that the new span is in place, 
WSDOT says the project will move into 
its final phase, which is expected to last 
into mid-November. Contractor crews 
will raise the height of overhead steel 
members and do other work to improve 
the structure.
   WSDOT said drivers should expect 
nighttime lane closures and detours, 
which give crews the space they need to 
work on the overhead bridge supports.
   Motorists who cross the bridge during 
their regular commutes are encouraged to 
give themselves extra time to get through 
the construction zone.
   Drivers also are encouraged to use 
WSDOT’s Construction Update page 
at www.wsdot.wa.gov/northwest/baker/
construction/default.htm to keep tabs on 
the project.
   During the detours, go to WSDOT’s 
camera page at www.wsdot.wa.gov/
projects/i5/skagitriverBridgereplacement/
cameras.htm to see how the work is 
proceeding and current traffic conditions.

Mount Vernon
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Dwelleyisms
Wit from former 

Concrete Herald editor 
Charles M. Dwelley

   “As we remember grandma’s delicious 
pies, they were a bit crust-heavy and 
inclined to sogginess. Is it possible that 
all such memories of the ‘good old days’ 
can be charged to an over-enthusiastic 
capacity for enjoyment?”
   “Our lawmakers are considering letting 
18-year-olds vote. They don’t know what 
they are getting into. A lot of old fuddy-
duddy politicians of 40 or over might get 
voted out of office.”
   “With customary mechanical 
thoroughness, we are now planning push-
button wars for the future. While on this 
tack, why not also do a little work on a 
master switch to be pulled for a lasting 
peace?”
   “The one thing that always bothers us 
when we get to thinking seriously is how 
the world can get in such a mess with so 
many experts giving advice.”
   “You can now see three-dimensional 
movies if you want to pay two-
dimensional prices.”

—June 18, 1953

   “The upsurge of religion during the 
past few years does not mean that more 
people are beginning to believe. It’s just 
that those who have always believed are 
beginning to feel the need to express it. 
There are too few solid things to cling to 
these days.”
   “Nobody ever found happiness. You 
have to grow it from the seed within you, 
and it’s a fragile bloom that flowers or 
dies with the care you give.”
   “It’s a strange paradox that those who 
have the time and money to be sinful can 
least afford to get caught at it.”

—June 25, 1953

   “A $40 shelter will protect you in an 
atomic bomb attack. What a letdown. We 
thought such an expensive weapon was 
going to make it much cheaper to die than 
stay alive.”
   “If I were a house designer, I would 
strive for the simple effect: A drive-in cafe 
with beds, covered by a single mortgage.”

—July 2, 1953

Across
1. Besides
5. Sludge-like
10. Glitch
14. Continue
15. Tic or synthesis starters
16. Corn bread
17. Executive’s preferred exit
20. Ribbon holder
21. It’s used to make 
chemicals and dyes
22. Palm tree
25. Brand
26. Global finance grp.
29. Small islands
31. Legal claims
35. Content of some barrels
36. Asinine
38. Bright thought
39. Rely on management
43. Bit of physics
44. Red cedar
45. Burro
46. Bubba Gump’s forte
49. Enterprise captain
50. ESPN sportscaster
51. Portuguese navigator
53. Notary stamp

55. Small generator
58. Worker’s demand
62. Give too much 
compensation
65. Fall setting
66. Alicia Keys hit
67. This is one
68. Bitter end?
69. Shell out cash for
70. Classic street liners

Down
1. Baker’s dozen?
2. Historical center of 
Chicago, with The
3. Chewbacca’s buddy
4. Finish at
5. Fashion’s Taylor
6. Notebook, with top
7. Seize
8. Lots of land
9. Advanced
10. Football, in shape
11. It may be proper
12. Some chips, maybe
13. “How about that!”
18. Draw out
19. Industry big shot

23. Huff and puff
24. Maids of India
26. Specks
27. Jollity
28. A soft mineral
30. Kind of preview
32. Archetype
33. Brusque
34. Flip, in a way
37. “The King”
40. Little bits
41. Cork’s place
42. Turkey city
47. Coquette
48. Poetic syllable 
arrangements
52. Sharpener
54. Charging weapon
55. Earned
56. Some votes
57. Cousin of a bassoon
59. “___ cost you!”
60. Where Jamal Malik grew 
up
61. Regards
62. Signature piece?
63. Bed-and-breakfast
64. Guitarist Nugent

Sudoku
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down, and each small 9-box square contains all of the numbers 
from one to nine.

*Solutions to both puzzles are on p. 39.

Crossword: “Money makes the world go ’round”

Funny as Facebook
   The following funnies were pulled verbatim from Facebook status updates in September.
• “Dear daughter of mine: Walking to school wearing tights with holes in them under a 

barely-there skirt topped with a push-up bra and low-cut T-shirt is not expressing yourself. 
You’re a kid. Not a tart, harlot, skank, or misunderstood soul. Please don’t be vapid. Don’t 
post pictures of yourself in your room making sultry pouty faces and post them on the 
Internet. Be you, always. Express yourself in art. Not by how much of your butt cheek 
hangs out the bottom of your shorts. Boy children of mine: Bring this sort of creature into 
my house and I will question your sanity and have you committed for evaluation. After I’ve 
yelled at them to get off my lawn, of course.”

• “How far into something do you have to be before you decide it’s time to take your pants 
off and steal a yacht?”

• “Public service message: Don’t show your bird dog a bird that is looking in the skylight 
unless you want to listen to them whine and cry for the next hour.”

• “Love is finding someone you can argue with for the rest of your life.”
• “Procrastinators unite! Tomorrow. Seriously.”
• “Today was a bummer all the way around, but like little Jonah used to say, ‘Some days it 

just bes like that.’”
• “Looks like the Colts knocked Kaepernick’s other brow off.”
• “I just bludgeoned a chicken-stealing raccoon with a 2x4. How’s your morning going?”
• “My skirt was feeling a bit ... drafty just now. Discovered there’s a giant rip on the seam 

in the back and half my butt cheek was hanging out. I thought I had caught it on the door 
frame this morning! Oh, tortured, vapid, lost soul that I am. You may carry on about your 
day now. Rest assured, I have my sweater tied around my waist, as I am sure mooning 
my co-workers is still a no-no.”

• “No roosters crowing at 3 a.m. ... was wonderful. That means the remaining hens will 
stage a highland dancing competition, with bagpipes and drums to make up for it.”

Public Service Announcement By Stig Kristensen

Concrete Harold By Joyce Harris
Hang up or shut up
   After a tiring day, a commuter 
climbed aboard the train, 
settled down, and closed his 
eyes.
   As the train rolled out of the 
station, the young woman 
sitting next to him pulled out 
her cell phone and started 
talking in a loud voice.
   “Hi, sweetheart. It’s Sue. 
I’m on the train. Yes, I know 
it’s the 6:30 and not the 4:30, 
but I had a long meeting. No, 
honey, not with that Kevin from 
the accounting office. It was 
with the boss. No, sweetheart, 
you’re the only one in my life. 
Yes, I’m sure, cross my heart!”
   Fifteen minutes later, she 
was still talking loudly.
   When the man sitting next 
to her had enough, he leaned 
over and said into the phone, 
“Sue, hang up the phone and 
come back to bed.”
   Sue doesn’t use her cell 
phone in public anymore.



accommodate the needs of special classes 
of citizens, including handicap accessibility or 
interpreter, will be made upon receiving twenty-four 
(24) hours advance notice. Contact Andrea Fichter 
at Concrete Town Hall, 360.853.8401.
   Published in the September, October, and 
November 2013 issues of Concrete Herald.

NOTICE OF
PLANNING COMMISSION VACANCIES

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN there are three 
open positions on the Town of Concrete Planning 
Commission. The Town of Concrete will accept 
letters of interest and applications from any 
interested, qualified person to serve on the Planning 
Commission.
   Applications and letters of interest must be 
submitted to the Town of Concrete Clerk-Treasurer, 
45672 Main Street, P.O. Box 39, Concrete, WA 
98237. For more information, please contact Andrea 
Fichter at (360) 853-8401. 
   Per CMC Section 2.24.020, Planning Commission 
members are appointed by the Mayor and 
confirmed by the Town Council.
   Applications will be accepted until all positions are 
filled.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

   The Concrete Town Council will hold a public 
hearing on October 28, 2013, at 7:00 PM or as soon 
as possible thereafter at the Concrete Town Hall 
located at 45672 Main Street, regarding Fees and 
Utility Rates for the 2014 Budget Year.
   The public is encouraged to attend and give 
written or oral testimony.
   Published in the October 2013 issue of Concrete 
Herald.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing 
will be held by the Town Council of the Town of 
Concrete at its regular Council Meeting in the Town 
Hall at 45672 Main Street, Concrete, Washington, 
on Tuesday, November 12, 2013, at 7:00 PM or as 
soon as possible thereafter.
   The purpose of the public hearing is to review the 
proposed 2014 Property Tax.  Action may be taken 
at this meeting.
   The public is encouraged to attend and give 
written or oral testimony.
   The Concrete Town Council chambers are 
handicap accessible. Arrangements to reasonably 
accommodate the needs of special classes 
of citizens, including handicap accessibility or 
interpreter, will be made upon receiving twenty-four 
(24) hour advance notice. Contact Andrea Fichter at 
the Concrete Town Hall (360) 853-8401.
   Published in the October and November 2013 
issues of Concrete Herald.

SERVICES
Eagles In Flight Motorcycle Sales and Service / Sissy 
Bar. 360.853.7000.
Gladys’ Upholstery Shop. Quality work, reasonable 
prices. 360.826.4848.
Headstones. Traditional & One-Of-A-Kind. 
TODD’S MONUMENTS, 360.708.0403.
www.toddsmonuments.com.
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Editor’s note: This is a monthly serialized 
story by award-winning author and 
playwright Nicola Pearson of Sauk City. 
Future installments will appear on this 
page each month during 2013 until the 
story is complete.

   They rode in silence back down the 
highway toward Rockport, Lange going 
over every detail of his conversation with 
Detective Deller in his mind, while Suleka 
fought to stay awake at the wheel.
   “Do we have time for me to pull into the 
store and get some coffee?” she asked as 
they neared the turnoff for Hwy. 530.
   “Go ahead,” said Lange. It really didn’t 
matter what time they got back to the 
crime scene now; Deller already had 
questioned the one neighbor about the 
mysterious 10:30 p.m. visitor, and the 
search warrant would be a wait. All that 
was left to do was for Lange to figure out 
exactly how the murderer had arrived at 
Haddock’s house.
   Suleka slowed the Nissan and turned 
into the paved area in front of the small 
country store with its two gas pumps and 
a self-kicking machine that entertained the 
tourists when they stopped for supplies.
   “I’ll be right back,” she told Lange as 
she stepped out of the truck.
   He watched her walk toward the wide, 
gray doors at the front of the building and 
decided it was too hot to sit in the Nissan 
and wait. He climbed out, tipped his face 
up to the sun and let his mind drift away 
from the buzzing of the highway to his left 
and toward the wild and scenic river on 
his right. He began walking, down around 
the bend in the road, past a tiny, silver-
shingled A-frame, past the entrance to 
the county park and along to the river. He 
stepped behind a guardrail and continued 
forward onto the bridge, walking between 
two metal railings protecting a narrow 
strip of sidewalk safe for pedestrians.
   He stopped and looked down at the 
teal water. A couple in a canoe floated 
downstream beneath him, barely touching 
their oars to the current. Already Lange 
felt cooler, as the breeze traveling with 
that current slipped under his short sleeves 
and billowed his shirt out, away from his 
slim torso. He heard a whirring as three 
bicyclists sped across the bridge behind 
him. He felt the hair on the nape of his 
neck stand up. Of course! That was how 
the murderer had traveled to Haddock’s 
house.

   He turned and walked the rest of the 
sidewalk, unconsciously following the 
cyclists toward Hwy. 530. Once clear of 
the bridge, his stride lengthened and his 
certainty grew. He glanced left to cross to 
the other side of the highway, but stopped 
when he saw Suleka crawling toward him 
in the Nissan.
   “You couldn’t have waited the few 
minutes it took me to get my coffee?” 
she snipped through the open passenger 
window as she pulled up alongside him.
   “I wasn’t thinking,” confessed Lange.
   Suleka puckered her lips. Of course he 
wasn’t thinking! “Well, do you want me 
to drive you over to Haddock’s place or 
not?” she asked.
   “No, you head on home. I need to 
follow the route.”
   Suleka opened her mouth to ask, 
“Which route?” then changed her mind. 
“Okay,” she said and headed off down 
Hwy. 530.
   Lange marched to the other side of the 
road. He looked across a wide, marshy 
field and spotted a gate leading into it at 
the end of another section of guardrail. He 
wondered if this was where the bicyclist 
had gone off the road to hide from any 
middle-of-the-night traffic. But the 
grass in the field was waist high, which 
would have made crossing it on a bicycle 
difficult. Too difficult for someone up 
against a time constraint.
   Lange rounded the corner onto Harmony 
Ranch Rd. and lengthened his stride. 
He tried to focus on the idea of a cyclist 
pedaling by the light of the moon, but 
became distracted by a small pile of bear 
scat in the middle of the road. Must not 
have been a very big bear, Lange thought 
as he bent over the scat. He examined 
the undigested pits in the scat—cherries, 
that’s what they looked like. He glanced 
left, then right, and saw two cherry trees 
in a neighboring front yard. That must 
have been the site of the feast.
   He straightened up and continued down 
the road. Last summer, shortly after he’d 
first moved out to the Skagit, Lange had 
come around a corner on Sauk Mountain 
and startled a black bear eating wild 
blueberries on the hillside. The bear had 
skittered down into the road and faced 
Lange. Lange took one step back; the bear 
took one step forward. Lange swallowed 
hard. That obviously hadn’t worked. He 
thought for a second, wondering how to 
deal with this situation, given that he was 
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unarmed, and then he did the only other 
thing he could think to do: He stepped 
forward, toward the bear. The animal 
tipped his nose up into the air, caught a 
whiff of human, turned tail and ran.
   Lange smiled at the memory as he 
noticed a narrow dirt path heading away 
from the road. On a hunch, he followed 
it. It went straight for about 200 yards, 
curled around behind a large house and 
barn, then ended in a field of straggly, 
dried-out grasses and weeds. Lange knew 
that he must be on private property, but 
decided against turning back. He pushed 
on through the browned grass, looking 
for that one thin trail that would suggest 
a bicycle had come through, but he didn’t 
find it.
   He stopped, sure that he hadn’t looked 
hard enough—or in the right place—and 
doubled back. He found the end of the 
footpath again and this time continued 
straight, moving farther away from the 
houses before looping to the right, in the 
direction of the Haddock place. The sun 
was beating down on the field and the 
only sound Lange could hear was the 
sound of his pants scuffing against the tall 
grasses as he lifted one foot after another 
over the rugged terrain. Tiny trickles of 
sweat ran down his back on the inside of 
his shirt, but Lange paid them no heed. 
He was too focused on finding something, 
anything that would lend credence to what 
he was sure of in his gut.
   It wasn’t until he got to the pasture 
behind Haddock’s house that he found 
what he’d been looking for: a single, 
skinny bicycle tire track. He even found 
a patch of flattened grasses, indicative of 
the bike being tossed to one side while 
the murderer went into the house and did 
the deed. But he couldn’t for the life of 
him find where the bike had come into the 
pasture.
   Lange doubled back again and again, 
turning circles in the oppressive afternoon 
heat to no avail. He went back to 
Haddock’s pasture and bent over the trail 
for the umpteenth time. Sure enough, 
it came and went through the dusty, 
dried-out grass, but where did it start? 
He heard a vehicle crunch onto gravel, 
then a door open and slam closed, but 
he didn’t look up. He inched along in 
a crouch, determined not to let the trail 
elude him this time, but he got to same 
place he’d gotten to a multitude of times 
this afternoon and it disappeared. Lange 
pushed his fingers through his thick, white 
hair, mystified.
   “D’you find something?” he heard from 
behind him.
   Lange swung around and nearly bumped 
into Detective Deller. “No!” he said, as he 

rose to stand next to her. “Well, yes,” he 
amended. “I found a bicycle track, which 
is how I think the killer came to the house. 
But I can’t figure out how it came into the 
pasture.”
   “Maybe our perp just cycled up the 
driveway.”
   Lange’s eyes bugged open. He looked 
over Deller’s shoulder at the wide expanse 
of graveled driveway. Of course! The 
killer didn’t need to be fancy about 
approaching the house, just surreptitious 
about not setting off the motion sensor 
light on the front porch by coming in 
through the front door. So pedaling up the 
driveway and into the pasture, to dump the 
bike where it wouldn’t be seen, made total 
sense. Why hadn’t he thought of that?
   “Any word on the search warrant?” was 
all he said to Deller.
   She handed him the piece of paper she’d 
been holding behind her back and grinned.
   “Already!” said Lange.
   “I called on Judge Wisman,” Deller 
explained. “He was very sympathetic.”
   Lange was impressed. He wished he’d 
had such judges in New York. He opened 
the paper and read it quickly. It included 
all personal effects, which is what he’d 
wanted. “Good,” he said, handing the 
warrant back to Deller. “Any word on 
when the husband might get down here 
from Sauk Mountain?”
   Deller nodded. “Deputy Collins called 
me about 15 minutes ago and said they 
were just leaving the parking lot.”
   Lange turned and looked at the broad, 
thickly forested ridge that formed the 
backbone of Sauk Mountain. “What time 
is it now?” he asked.
   “Almost 4:20.”
   Lange chuckled. “I spent almost two 
hours searching the land behind the 
adjacent properties for signs of a bike 
and all the time the killer came up the 
driveway.”
   “That’s retirement for you,” said Deller. 
“You’re not thinking like a criminal 
anymore.”
   Lange nodded. She was right. He’d 
been thinking like a black bear when he’d 
followed the road less traveled. Criminals 
were lazy.
   They heard Suleka’s Nissan chugging 
down the road toward them and watched 
as she pulled into the driveway and 
parked. She climbed out of the truck, 
flapping a document of some kind in the 
air as she walked toward them. “I’ve got 
the newsletter,” she announced with a trill, 
“and Velma said she’d leave the gate open 
for us so we could access her property.”
   She came up alongside Lange and 
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Classifieds
MOVIES & EVENTS AT THE

HISTORIC CONCRETE THEATRE
WEEKEND MOVIE SCHEDULE:
Fri., 7:30 p.m.; Sat., 5 and 7:30 p.m.; 
Sun., 4 p.m.  TICKETS:
$7 general admission, $9 balcony, 
$6 over 65/under 12
24-hour MovieLine: 360.941.0403
www.concrete-theatre.com

EMPLOYMENT
Drivers wanted. Dave’s Towing. 360.853.7433.

FOR SALE
Wood-bricks firewood. Throw down your axe and 
saw. 100% wood bricks burn clean and hot. No more 
bugs, bark, or creosote. No more aching back. $220/
ton (90 / 22.5-lb bundles); $120/ 1/2 ton (45 / 22-lb. 
bundles). Fill up your car! Fill up your truck! Jump for 
joy—you’re in luck! Come in for your free sample. 
Pacific Rim Tonewoods, 38511 SR 20, Concrete. 
360.826.6101. Mon.–Thur., open 8 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Info 
at www.pacificrimtonewoods.com.

NOTICES

TOWN OF CONCRETE
45672 Main Street

P.O. Box 39
Concrete, WA 98237

360.853.8401   FAX 360.853.8002
E-mail: andreaf@concretewa.gov

NOTICE OF TOWN COUNCIL 
2014 BUDGET WORKSHOPS

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Concrete 
Town Council will hold workshops on the following 
dates in preparation for the 2014 Budget:

September 23, 6 p.m.
   2014 Fees/Utility Rates
October 15, 6 p.m.
   Review 2013 Budget 
October 28, 6 p.m.
   2014 Salary/Benefit Workshop
November 12, 6 p.m.
   Review 2014 Proposed Budget 
November 25, 6 p.m.
   2014 Budget (IF NEEDED)

   The Concrete Town Council chambers are 
handicap accessible. Arrangements to reasonably 
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Crossword solution, from p. 37

Sudoku solution, from p. 37

Barking Dog, cont. from p. 38

handed him the newsletter, then looked at 
him over the top of her glasses. “She was 
kind of curious why you wanted to go in 
there though.”
   Lange didn’t say anything. He opened 
the Skagit Land Trust newsletter and 
stared at a page.
   Suleka looked over his shoulder. “Did 
you find what you were looking for?”
   “I did,” he replied, and folded up the 
newsletter.
   “I hope you’re right about this, Callum,” 
said Frankie Deller. “Because we’re 
wasting valuable time if you’re not.”
   “I’m right,” said Lange looking up at 
Sauk one more time. “And pretty soon 
we’ll have the proof that I’m right.”

To place a Classified ad, call 360.853.8213 or 
e-mail ads@concrete-herald.com. Ads are $5 per 
every 10 words, rounded up to the nearest 10. 
Payment is due at time of placement. Deadline 
for the Oct. 2013 issue is Sept. 25.

EVENTS
Annual Lighting Event. Northwest Garden Bling 
and Wolf Designs present their Annual Lighting 
Event featuring reproduction Tiffany Lamps. Oct. 
25–27. Remember, Northwest Garden Bling is your 
destination for cards, gifts, and souvenirs. We also 
carry stained glass and glass supplies. 44574 Hwy. 
20, Concrete, in Grassmere Village. 360.708.3279.

American Legion Craft/Bake Sale. The American 
Legion Post in Concrete will hold a Craft/Bake 
Sale on Sat., Nov. 2, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
American Legion post in Concrete Town Center.
   All crafts and baked goods are welcome. Table 
rental fees are:
   Small table: $7
   Large table: $15
   For more table rental information, contact any of 
the following representatives:
   Alice Nieshe: 360.826.3357
   Phyllis Walter: 360.853.8403
   Sandie Wiebe: 360.399.1704

The Voice of the Upper Skagit Valley

and build up others (positive). It hurts the 
object of the gossip by damaging their 
reputation and character with frivolous 
chatter that may hold no element of truth. 
And it harms the person listening, who 
may act or speak on the information given 
to them, however false or hurtful it may 
be.
   Picture everyone in your town 
connected by “strings” of communication. 
Too often, those strings form a net that, 
instead of lifting us all up and out of, say, 
economic depression, covers us and holds 
us down relentlessly. Are you willing to 
start slicing away at those rotten strings, 
freeing yourself and those within your 
circle of friends?
   When someone starts talking to you 
about someone else, try asking them these 
questions:
• Why are you telling me this?
• What’s the difference between what 

you’re telling me and gossip?
• How is your telling me that 

information going to help you, me, 
and the person you’re discussing heal 
our community?

  Asking these questions is a good start 
to steering away from the dead end of 
gossip. And as for grudges, consider 
these words from Abraham Lincoln’s first 
inaugural address:
   “We are not enemies, but friends. We 
must not be enemies. Though passion 
may have strained, it must not break our 
bonds of affection. The mystic chords of 
memory ... will yet swell the chorus of 
the Union, when again touched, as surely 
they will be, by the better angels of our 
nature.”
   It’s time to unleash our better angels.

—J. K. M.

Editorial, cont. from p. 2
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2000 Hospital Drive Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284  • (360) 856-6021 • www.unitedgeneral.org

A Women’s 
Health Fair

at United General Hospital
Presentations 
Be inspired to make a difference in your own life with speakers 
presenting on topics such as Healthy Eating, Staying Organized, 
Fighting Fatigue and Fitness at Any Age.

Inspiration Stations
Be pampered, try new activities and explore something you 
may never have tried before: Yoga, Seated Massage, Health 

Screenings, Tai Chi, Manicure, Make-up Session, Essential 
Oils Creation, Meal Planning and more.

Panel Discussion 
“How Women Make a Difference in their Communities”

Meet four local women who all make a difference in our
community through their work, their play and their 
volunteerism.

For a complete schedule, and to register, call  
(360) 856-7245 or visit unitedgeneral.org/imagine.   
Cost:  $25, includes breakfast, sessions, lunch, and  
Inspiration Stations.

Saturday, October 26
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.Imagine


