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From the editor
Join us, won’t you?
   From time to time I hear my fellow council members or town staff bristle when an 
idea for improving Concrete is floated by someone who lives outside of town limits. This 
is especially true when the council or staff is being critiqued or criticized for its efforts—or 
lack thereof—in a given situation. The sentiment on the receiving end often is something 
along the lines of, “Why should your opinion matter? You don’t even live here!” I’ve lost 
track of the number of times I’ve heard some variation of that second sentence: “He/she 
doesn’t even live here.” As if that were a valid reason to discount an idea.
   I agree with local blogger Grace Popoff, who once wrote (I’m paraphrasing), “Ideas 
should not be judged according to where the person posing them lives.”
   That being said, I can understand council members’, town staff, and Concrete citizens’ 
occasional frustration with people who live outside of town, yet seem all too ready to 
criticize decisions being made by the town’s government or its businesses. I get it.
   Here’s an idea: Move into town and help us carry the load. What do I mean by that? 
Well, check out the article on p. 4, for starters. Town Clerk Andrea Fichter stated the 
obvious when she explained the current sewer fund deficit by saying, “It’s simply lack 
of revenues to support expenditures.” After again researching other similarly sized 
towns’ sewer utility rates several months ago, she cast the net a little wider to see what 
larger municipalities, such as Everett, were charging their residents. I happened to be 
standing in Town Hall as she looked at the numbers. “Wow,” she said. “What I wouldn’t 
give to have even a few more people in town.”
   The math is so simple, even I can figure it out. The more people in town paying 
toward the sewer fund’s necessary expenditures, the lower the rate each household 
needs to pay.
   So if you’re one of those “outsiders” who gets equally frustrated when your stellar 
ideas are sometimes met with something less than barely controlled jubilation, it’s worth 
considering a move into town to help remove some of that resistance. In the long term, 
you’ll have created a win-win situation: You’ll be supporting the town every month with 
your utility payments, and you’ll have a front-row seat for Concrete’s rebirth.
   Just keep those ideas coming. We need them.

—J. K. M.
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Opinion

Letters policy
Letters of 200 words or fewer may be e-mailed 
to letters@concrete-herald.com or sent to 
Concrete Herald, P.O. Box 682, Concrete, WA 
98237. Writers must include their name and town 
or community for publication, plus a daytime 
telephone number for confirmation purposes. 
Concrete Herald reserves the right to edit letters 
for length, clarity, accuracy, spelling, grammar, 
and potentially libelous statements. So be nice.

Letters to the editor
Compromise was a mistake
   Cam Steigleder has informed the 
public that the Concrete Town Council is 
ignorant, uneducated, and uninformed. 
Steigleder has also threatened the seats 
of council members. What Steigleder 
has taught me is that compromise was a 
mistake.

Dave Pfeiffer, Position 2
Concrete Town Council

Kudos for compromise
   Kudos to the Concrete Town Council 
for its proactive compromise on the 
Superior Portland Cement Company 
Administration Building, approved at the 
July 23 council meeting.
   This is a great relief to all the people 
who have invested so much effort and 
energy into saving the building, not 
destroying it. It preserves the community’s 
vision for the structure, and preserves 
the Imagine Concrete community action 
plan as well. This was a reasonable 
decision and obviously well thought 
out by council members after a very 
sudden and unexpected motion made 
at the July 9 council meeting, at which 
the council proposed demolition of this 
historic structure. Turning the building 
over to Imagine Concrete and the Historic 
Preservation and Landmark Commission 
is an appropriate direction to take for this 
unique property.
   Thank you lady and gentlemen, for 
taking a second, and better informed, look 
at this project and at the people who have 
been working to preserve it. Your decision 
clearly demonstrates that the community 
and its government can work together and 
are willing to do so for the betterment of 
the Town of Concrete.

Cam Steigleder
Arlington
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Opinion reinforces opposition
   In the August issue of Concrete Herald 
you published an opinion by Cam 
Steigleder-Archuletta that was, if nothing 
else, inflamatory!
   The Concrete Town Council voted 3–2 
against any more money being spent on 
the Superior Building by the town. Period! 
Not for refurbishment, not for immediate 
demolition either. We did give interested 
citizens 2–3 years to come up with 
funding to restore it though.
   I was all for restoring the building about 
10 years ago when the Upriver Library 
(county) was interested in the building. 
They met with opposition from people 
who wanted a new library facility and 
consequently, that restoration project 
fizzled.
   At that time I was on the council and 
really wanted to see the building restored.  
Then along came Imagine Concrete. I was 
at the first meeting at the high school and 
put in my two cents on the many different 
projects that were wanted by our citizens. 
I thought the priorities were good and 
also a lot of money would be required to 
accomplish most of them.
   Along came reality! Where’s the money 
coming from? Aha—the town! Problem is, 
no money is available for this and many 
other projects.
   Volunteer labor is great, but it doesn’t 
buy material. I was a participant in the 
cleanup of the building and still had hopes 
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of something coming of the project. Not 
to be, now, unless funding can be obtained 
by nonresident citizens who are raising all 
the hell about this project.
   As far as Steigleder’s letter, I find it 
offensive and factually inaccurate in its 
content! She (who does not even live in 
Skagit County) should slow down on her 
condemnations of the council members. 
I will no longer even listen to her if she 
should show up at our future meetings. 
We are not ignorant of the past history of 
the Superior Building, but the town has 
other priorities that must be addressed at 
this time. Her rantings have not helped 
her cause whatsoever, and letters like 
hers don’t further her cause, but instead 
reinforce our opposition.

Jack Mears, Position 1
Concrete Town Council

Misconceptions and misstatements   
   I would like to clarify some misconcep-
tions and misstatements made regarding 
the Superior Building.
   On June 25 and July 9, the Town 
Council was presented with a resolution 
with many points addressing the 
Superior Building. One of the statements 
that became a point of denial was the 

acceptance of a feasibility study that 
had been completed for the building. 
Two of the council members were not in 
agreement with the study. Another council 
member did not want to see any more 
taxpayer or local dollars spent on this 
building.
   The vote that took place at this meeting 
was a motion not to accept the resolution 
as it was presented to the council. A 
question from an audience member in 
attendance at this meeting regarding what 
the town would now do with the building 
if it was not going to restore it, is what 
brought up the discussion of possible 
demolition. There was not a motion or 
a vote made regarding demolition. The 
discussion led only to a request to get 
quotes on demolition costs.
   According to the feasibility study, the 
actual cost to restore this building would 
be around $1,248,473.55, which is another 
reason some of the council did not concur 
with the study; they feel this number 
is substantially lower than what it will 
actually cost to restore this building.
   At this time, grant funds in the amount 
of $7,000 have been awarded for the 
completion of a feasibility study for 
the building, but the funds have not yet 
been received. No other grant funds or 
donations have been received or spent 

by the town. The town in no way has 
misspent funds received from any state 
agency. All the money that has been spent 
thus far on this building—for the fence, 
the debris removal from the roof, the 
feasibility study—has been local funds, 
(taxpayer dollars), which since September 
of 2010 amount to more than $24,000.
   I believe that without being in 
attendance at the June 25 or July 9 
meeting to hear the council’s discussion 
regarding the resolution and the building, 
it is completely unfair to refer to them as 
ignorant or uninformed. They are well 
aware of the time and efforts that have 
been put forth toward the restoration 
of this building and it is their job to 
determine if further efforts or more 
taxpayer dollars should be spent.
   On July 23, the council did, however, 
come to a compromise suggested by an 
audience member, who although may 
not live in town or pay taxes to the town, 
has spent a great deal of time and effort 
supporting this community for many, 
many years on many different projects. 
The final decision of the council was to 
rewrite the resolution that was previously 
presented to them and to allow three years 
for funds—not local funds—to be secured 
to begin restoration of this building before 
a definite decision for the building’s future 

is made.
   I encourage the community to 
get more involved and to be more 
knowledgeable about what is going 
on in their community. Please visit the 
Town of Concrete’s Web site at www.
townofconcrete.com, where you can read 
past council minutes and also see what’s 
on the agenda for its next meeting. 
   Council meetings are always open to the 
public.

Andrea Fichter
Concrete Town Clerk-Treasurer

SVH letter distorted the facts
   Deroy Murdock’s Aug. 18 column on 
the Skagit Valley Herald editorial page 
completely distorted an article by Sarah 
Kliff about President Obama’s $716 
billion Medicare savings. 
   The Congressional Budget Office’s letter 
to Speaker Boehner was a warning that if 
Congress overturns the Affordable Care 
Act (AFC), “spending for Medicare would 
increase by approximately $716 billion,” 
over 10 years.
   Kliff’s article goes on to state that 
AFC gets roughly two-thirds of Obama’s 
Medicare savings from how much 
Medicare reimburses hospitals and private 

Letters, cont. from p. 2

See Letters, p. 38
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Council summary
   Concrete Town Council met for regular 
meetings Aug. 13 and 27. Following are 
summaries of those meetings. Complete 
minutes for every council meeting are 
posted on the town’s Web site at www.
townofconcrete.com/cminutes.php.

Aug. 13
• Discussion on the work that will be 

done during the construction phase of 
the Burpee Hill Rd. repairs.

• Colacurcio Bros. was chosen as the 
construction firm for the Main Street 
Reconstruction project in September.

• A change order was considered to 
move the fence on top of the new 
retaining wall along Superior Ave. 
at the high school. Jim Hobbs with 
Ravnik & Associates reported the 
change order was for the modification 
of the fence placement (directly) 
along the top of the wall, moving it 
to behind the wall. Hobbs explained 
how the fence would be installed to 
deter kids from climbing the wall. 
   Discussion ensued regarding 
safety issues with not having the 
fence placed where it was originally 
designed. 
   Hobbs stated that he had been 

asked by Mayor Wilson and Barbara 
Hawkings to prepare the change 
order for the fence, but it is not his 
recommendation to approve this. 
   Public Works Director Alan Wilkins 
questioned if the town’s insurance 
company should be contacted for its 
review and input. 
   Councilmember Dave Pfeiffer 
stated that he does not believe the 
council should disregard what the 
engineer is recommending and would 
like to know what the attorney thinks. 
   Town Attorney David Day stated 
that he would not suggest going 
against the engineers and the Public 
Works Director’s recommendations. 
   Councilmember Jack Mears made 
a motion to deny the change order 
and go back to the original design as 
recommended by the engineer, the 
Public Works director, and the town 
attorney. Councilmember Mike Bartel 
seconded the motion. The motion 
carried unanimously.

• Medical cannabis moratorium: 
Clerk-Treasurer Andrea Fichter 
presented Ordinance #699 to place 
a moratorium on medical cannabis 
dispensaries and gardens in Concrete. 
Pfeiffer made a motion to enact 
Ordinance #699. Bartel seconded 

the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously.

• Councilmember Jason Miller reported 
that Imagine Concrete Foundation 
is working to get a bank account 
started so they can begin accepting 
donations and grant funds for the 
Superior Building renovation. He 
reported there is a grassroots effort 
going on outside of Imagine Concrete 
Foundation that also is working on 
fundraising for the project. He stated 
they are trying to get all their ducks 
in a row between Imagine Concrete 
and the Historical Preservation and 
Landmarks Commission. He reported 
these two groups will review the 
revised resolution that will be brought 
before council at its Aug. 27 meeting.

• Miller reported the Parks Committee 
had met that evening and discussed 
an ongoing list of items, including 
removal of stumps and limbs 
at Garden Club Park, Silo Park 
playground bench installation, light 
installation at the intersection of 
Division and Mill Ave., ongoing 
research for what kinds of trees to 
plant at the new park in the slide area, 
and the fences at Veterans Memorial 

The sewer lagoon for Town of Concrete is shown Aug. 31. Public Works has been 
drawing down the water in the lagoon and running it through the wastewater treatment 
plant (in background) in preparation for decommissioning the lagoon.

   Concrete’s cash-strapped sewer utility 
fund isn’t healing itself, and the only way 
to bring it back into the black is to raise 
rates for utility payers.
   That’s the way Concrete Town Council 
members voted during their Aug. 13 
regular meeting. After Clerk-Treasurer 
Andrea Fichter reminded the council of 
the fund’s shortfall—she first proposed 
a solution in June—its members voted 
to increase residential and commercial 
users’ sewer utility rate by $2.50 every six 
months through 2020, effective Aug. 1.
   The sewer fund is an enterprise fund, 
meaning it must support itself without 
an influx of dollars from any unrelated 
source. Since user rates are the fund’s 
primary source of revenue, they have to 
go up, according to Fichter.
   Fichter’s proposal bumps the sewer rate 
up slowly—$5 per year—so that the full 
brunt of the shortfall isn’t immediately 
felt. According to her calculations, the 
rate increase needed currently in order to 
balance the account is $26.73 per month.
   “I just can’t see asking people to 
suddenly pay $30 more every month,” 
said Fichter during the Aug. 13 meeting.
   Residential users will pay $68.50 
per month for the remainder of 2012; 

commercial users will pay $72.98 per 
month. If the proposal plays out with no 
changes, by the end of 2020, residential 
users will be paying $111 per month and 
commercial users will be paying $120.48 
per month.
   Nothing is set in stone, wrote Fichter in 
an e-mail to Concrete Herald, “keeping in 
mind that the financial situation can
change at any time, up or down, and 
will change this proposed rate increase 
schedule,” she wrote.
   Why is the fund in the toilet, as it were? 
“It’s simply lack of revenues to support 
expenditures,” said Fichter. The town’s 
state-of-the-art wastewater treatment plant 
is partly to blame too. Effectively forced 
by Dept. of Ecology to build the plant, the 
town must now make payments on loans 
that funded roughly half of the plant’s 
construction. The town still has about $3.4 
million left in loan repayments.

Lagoon decommissioning
   In related news, the town is working 
to decommission its former wastewater 
treatment method: a 1.7-million-gallon 
open-air lagoon adjoining the new 
wastewater treatment plant.
   For the past few weeks, Public Works 
staff have been drawing the top water 
off the lagoon and running it through the 
wastewater treatment plant. More recently 
they drew samples from the remaining 
sludge and sent them for testing. Results 
will shed light on ammonia nutrient levels, 
heavy metals, and any contaminants, such 
as petroleum. Those test results were to 
have been received by Aug. 27, but were 
not in hand by Sept. 2, according to Public 
Works Director Alan Wilkins.
   The results will be sent to the Washing-
ton State Dept. of Ecology, which will 
render a decision on how the town is to 
dispose of the sludge after the lagoon’s 
liner is cleaned and properly discarded. 
“We’ll either be allowed to mix dirt and 
gravel into the sludge—which is what we 
want to do, costwise—or we’ll have to 
truck the sludge to La Conner’s compost 
facility,” said Wilkins.
   Trucking the sludge will cost the town 
between $30,000 and $60,000, according 
to Wilkins’ estimates. Mixing dirt and 
rock into the sludge and then capping it 
should cost less than $20,000, he said.
   After the lagoon is capped, the town 
plans to move its current stockpile site 
on Main St. down to the former lagoon 
site, freeing up the Main St. location for a 
planned public safety building.

—J. K. M.

Sewer rates to rise—slowly

$20 per ticket includes breakfast, 
lunch, workshops and resource expo. 

Our 9th annual women’s health fair is a day full of education and inspiration. Imagine making 
healthy changes to your life!   For more information, or to purchase tickets visit  
unitedgeneral.org/imagine or call (360) 856-7245.

A Women’s 
Health Fair
Saturday, October 20, 2012 
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
United General Hospital 

GROCERIES / PRODUCE / MEAT
	 •	 Fishing	Tackle	&	Licenses	
	 •	 24-Hour	Ice
	 •	 LOTTO	&	Cash	Machine
	 •	 Western	Union
	 •	 Copies	/	FAX	Service
	 •	 Movie	Rentals

Take-Out from our Deli!
Hot	Dogs	-	BBQ	Roasted	Chicken	-	Pizza

Monday	thru	Saturday	|	9	AM	-	8	PM
Sunday	|	10	AM	-	6	PM

44546	State	Route	20,	Concrete
360.853.8540 | FAX 360.853.8208

www.redapplemarkets.com

Town ponders 
buying burned 
property
   Town of Concrete is growing weary of 
looking at the burned-out house at 45501 
Main St. During their Aug. 27 regular 
meeting, council members decided to 
push a little harder to find out why the 
building hasn’t been demolished.
   The home, belonging to Miechelle 
Herrera, burned in September of last year, 
and was especially noteworthy for the 
story of heroism attached to it, when four 
young local men burst into the home and 
rescued Herrera from the flames.
   A year later, the home has become an 
attractive nuisance and a liability. Reports 
of children climbing on the roof made 
council members even more concerned 
about what would happen if someone 
were injured at the site.
   Early investigations uncovered little 
more than confusion on Herrera’s part as 
to how much is owed on the house and 
what her role should be.
   Concrete Mayor Judd Wilson told 
Concrete Herald he has learned that about 
$4,000 is owed on the house and Herrera 
still has the deed. Wilson is investigating 
costs and strategies for the town to 
possibly buy the property, demolish the 
building, then sell the lot on the open 
market. He said he planned to speak with 
Herrera during the week of Sept. 3.

—J. K. M.

Clark promoted 
to Chief of Field 
Services
   Chad Clark, former 
sergeant for the Skagit 
County Sheriff’s Office 
East Detachment, was 
promoted to Chief of 
Field Services effective 
Sept. 1.
   “It’s the opportunity of 
a lifetime,” said Clark while announcing 
the promotion during the Concrete Town 
Council’s regular meeting Aug. 27.
   Clark moved into his former post as 
head of the East Detachment in January 
and immediately reached out to the 
community, sitting in on Town Council 
meetings and writing a column and the 
Sheriff’s Blotter content for Concrete 
Herald. He recently pushed for the words, 
“Serving the Concrete Community” to be 
added below the Sheriff’s logo on new 
SUVs used by East Detachment deputies.
   Clark’s promotion moves him into a 
position fourth from the top, which aligns 
with his career goals, he said during the 
meeting.
   Applause from the council and audience 
met Clark’s announcement during the 
meeting. His first day as Chief of Field 
Services was Sept. 4.
   Clark’s replacement had not been named 
at press time.

—J. K. M.

See Council, p. 11

St. Catherine’s to 
celebrate 100 years
By Bill Young

   St. Catherine Mission Church in 
Concrete will celebrate its 100-year 
anniversary on Sat., Sept. 15, with an 8:30 
a.m. Mass at the church, located at 45603 
Limestone St. in Concrete. The Mass 
will include the reading of a letter from 
Archbishop J. Peter Sarkin. 
   A reception will follow in the CCD 
Center across Limestone from the church.
   Numerous pastors are expected to attend 
the Mass, including principal celebrant 
Rev. Martin Bourke, Pastor of the Skagit 
Valley Churches, and concelebrants Very 
Rev. Khanh Nguyen Dean; Rev. Paul 
Magnano; Rev. Bill Treacy; Rev. James 
Dalton, a former pastor at St. Catherine’s; 
Rev. Tim Sauer; Rev. Tom McMichael; 
and Rev. Juan Carlos Saenz.
   The church traces its birth to Christmas 
1912, when its building was constructed. 
All Catholic churches are given a patron; 
the fledgling Concrete church was given 
St. Catherine of Genoa, Italy, who died 
Sept. 15, 1510.

See Church, p. 27

Clark
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By J. K. M.

   Concrete Boy Scout Forest Barnedt 
has chosen a food drive for his Eagle 
Scout Project. All food collected will 
benefit the Concrete Food Bank. The 
drive began Sept. 1 and will end Oct. 1. 
All nonperishable foods will be accepted, 
as well as personal hygiene products. 
Dropoff locations include Albert’s Red 
Apple, Cascade Supply, Community Bible 
Church, and other participating locations.
   A book release party is planned for 
Bridgeside: Selected Stories of Dick 
Fallis, Skagit County Historian. The 
Skagit County Historical Museum has 
extended an invitation to join its members 
on Thur., Sept. 20, at 6 p.m. at the Mount 
Vernon Senior Center, 1401 Cleveland St. 
in Mount Vernon.
   Copies will be available for purchase 
at the party. For more information or to 
purchase a copy of Bridgeside, contact 
Skagit County Historical Museum at 
360.466.3365 or museum@co.skagit.wa.us.
   KSVU 90.1 FM is in trouble. According 
to a post on its Facebook wall, the 
fledgling community radio station’s 
budget deficit is growing and Skagit 
Valley College “won’t allow continued 
spending from a nonexistent budget item 
(the college does not budget any funds for 
KSVU).”
   Coordinators say the cost of the studio is 
not sustainable without additional support 
from its listeners and area businesses. The 
studio could close by January without 
additional support, according to the 
Facebook posting.
   To find out how you can support KSVU 
90.1 FM, call 360.853.8588, go to www.
ksvu.org, or e-mail mail@ksvu.org. 
Interested persons also may call KSVR/
KSVU General Manager, Rip Robbins, at 
the college, 360.416.7001.
   The fledgling Women Hand in Hand 
out of Day Creek presents their first 
sponsored event: an evening with Kim 
Meeder of Crystal Peaks Youth Ranch 
at the Sedro-Woolley High School 
auditorium, located at 1235 3rd St. in 
Sedro-Woolley. Admission is free, with an 
offering taken. For more information, call 
360.826.3696.
   I’m a big Patrick McManus fan, so on 
Sept. 22 you’ll find me in the Darrington 
High School Auditorium, laughing my 
head off at Tim Behrens as he performs 
McManus stories. Details on p. 25.

   Sept. 7 will bring Skagit Valley native 
Korey Wright home after a nine-month 
deployment to the Middle East and 
elsewhere.
   Wright, 24, is a Gas Turbine Systems 
Technician (Mechanical) 2nd Class Petty 
Officer for the U.S. Navy, where he has 
served for more than four years.
   His duties during his recent deployment 
included fueling the USS Abraham Lincoln 
and ensuring fuel and oil quality and 
quantity. “We protected the carrier and 
escorted her to Norfolk,” he said. Wright 
also works on four LM 2500 gas turbine 
engines and three gas turbine generators.
   Wright’s most recent deployment 
found him in the northern Arabian Gulf 
for six months—the same destination as 
his previous deployment. The last three 
months of his deployment moved him 
away from that location. As is common, 
Wright has not yet been told when or 
where his next deployment will be.
   Wright is a 2006 graduate of Concrete 
High School. Outside of his high school 
years, he lived in Sedro-Woolley “pretty 
much my whole life.”

Editor’s note: News of loved ones 
serving in the U.S. military can be sent to 
editor@concrete-herald.com. For more 
information, call 360.853.8213.

Theater campaign 
passes halfway mark
   The fundraising campaign for the 
Concrete Theatre Digital Conversion has 
passed the halfway mark toward its goal 
of $50,000. The combination of several 
fundraising events and the efforts and 
contributions of many individuals has 
resulted in just over $25,000 collected at 
the end of August.
   Theater owners Fred West and 
Val Stafford have been getting some 
fundraising help from community 
members, who have formed a fundraising 
committee and plan more events in 
September and October to help the theater 
raise funds to buy a digital projection 
system.
   Organizers held a massive yard sale 
Sept. 3 in Veterans Memorial Park in 
Concrete, using the tried-and-true strategy 
of selling donated items to raise funds.
   A T’ai Chi Chih course taught by Laurie 
Thomas of Marblemount will begin in 
September, offered as a fundraiser for the 
theater.
   Thomas has been an accredited T’ai Chi 
Chih teacher since 1997. The six-week 
course begins Tue., Sept. 11, from 7:45 to 
9:15 p.m. at Concrete Theatre in Concrete 
Town Center. The course cost is $60 and 
will include the T’ai Chi Chih “Joy Thru 
Movement,” photo text, and “Spiritual 
Odyssey,” both written by the originator 
Justin Stone.  
   For more information on the class, 
contact Thomas at 360.873.4210 or  
lthomas.wa@gmail.com.
   An Art Auction is scheduled for Oct. 19 
at 7 p.m., at St. Catherine CCD Center 
and parish hall, featuring work by Pacific 
Northwest artists.
   The committee took the campaign 
online in August, setting up an Indiegogo 
account with the popular crowd-funding 
site at www.indiegogo.com/ConcreteTheat
re?a=980665&i=emal.
   West and Stafford learned earlier 
this year that movie studios in the U.S. 
planned to convert to an all-digital 
format by sometime in 2013, prompting 
all theaters nationwide to convert their 
projection systems from film to digital 
format. The “Donate to Digital” campaign 
began in April.
   A variety of fundraising efforts have 
been made since then, including car 
washes and special performances at the 
theater.
   Campaign-related events and 
contribution ideas are posted at www.
concrete-theatre.com.

—J. K. M.

Korey Wright. Submitted photo.

Big Huckleberry Study 2012 
If you pick or harvest big huckleberry on 
the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National 
Forest, we’d like to hear from you! 

For more information about this study or to complete a  
10-minute, confidential on-line survey, please visit: 

http://tinyurl.com/huckleberrysurvey 
Joyce LeCompte-Mastenbrook, principal investigator 

Email: jklm@uw.edu Cell: 888.224.9439 

Election 2012
Aug. 7 Primary final results 
for Skagit County voters
All advance to Nov. 6 general election.

Number of precincts  115
Number of registered voters 65,084
Total ballots counted  29,349
Voter turnout  45.09 percent

Skagit County
Prop. 1, continuation of emergency medical services
   Yes:  20,796
   No:  5,369

Commissioner
Commissioner Dist. 1
   Ron Wesen (GOP)  6,530
   Nick Petrish (D)  5,358

Commissioner Dist. 2
   Kenneth A. Dahlstedt (D) 3,785
   April Axthelm (R)  3,118

Federal
U.S. Senator
   Maria Cantwell (D)  15,064
   Michael Baumgartner (R) 8,242

Congressional
Congressional Dist. 1 U.S. Representative
   John Koster (R)  4,661
   Suzan DelBene (D)  2,746

Congressional Dist. 2 U.S. Representative
   Rick Larsen (D)  9,403
   Dan Matthews (R)  4,195

State Executive
Washington State Governor
   Rob McKenna (R)  13,450
   Jay Inslee (D)  12,637

Washington State Lieutenant Governor
   Brad Owen (D)  12,517
   Bill Finkbeiner (R)  6,961

Washington State Secretary of State
   Kim Wyman (R)  11,173
   Greg Nickels (D)  4,796

Washington State Treasurer
   Jim McIntire (D)  18,569
   Sharon Hanek (R)  741 (write-in)

Washington State Auditor
   James Watkins (R)  12,909
   Troy Kelley (D)  5,568

Washington State Attorney General
   Bob Ferguson (D)  12,878
   Reagan Dunn (R)

Washington State Commissioner of Public Lands
   Clint Didier (R)  12,163
   Peter J. Goldmark (D) 11,973

Washington State Superintendent of Public Instruction
   Randy I. Dorn  11,925
   Ronald L. (Ron) Higgins 3,097

Washington State Insurance Commissioner
   Mike Kreidler (D)  13,458
   John R. Adams (R)  6,157

Legislative
Legislative Dist. 10 State Senator
   Barbara Bailey (R)  4,812
   Mary Margaret Haugen (D) 4,273

Legislative Dist. 10 State Rep. Pos. 1
   Norma Smith (R)  5,151
   Aaron Simpson (D)  3,609

Legislative Dist. 10 State Rep. Pos. 2
   Dave Hayes (R)  4,491
   Tom Riggs (D)  4,011

Legislative Dist. 39 State Senator
   Kirk Pearson (R)  3,233
   Scott Olson (D)  2,634

Legislative Dist. 39 State Rep. Pos. 1
   Dan Kristiansen (R)  3,180
   Linda Wright (D)  2,660

Legislative Dist. 39 State Rep. Pos. 2
   Eleanor Walters (D)  1,934
   Robert G. Zimmerman (R) 1,293

Legislative Dist. 40 State Senator
   Kevin Ranker (D)  6,367
   John Swapp (I-GOP)  5,274

Legislative Dist. 40 State Rep. Pos. 1
   Kristine Lytton (D)  8,434
   Brandon Robinson (write-in) 176

Legislative Dist. 40 State Rep. Pos. 2
   Jeff Morris (D)  7,764
   Howard A. Pellett (G)  2,253

Judicial
Supreme Court Justice Pos. 2
   Susan Owens  14,137
   Douglas W. McQuaid  5,305

Supreme Court Justice Pos. 8
   Bruce O. Danielson  10,835
   Steve Gonzalez  9,937

Supreme Court Justice Pos. 9
   Sheryl Gordon McCloud  7,472
   Richard B. Sanders  6,715

Court of Appeals, Div. 1, Dist. 3, Judge Pos. 1
   Mary Kay Becker  17,283

Public Utility
Skagit County PUD Commissioner Dist. 2 Commissioner 2
   Mike Newman  2,702
   Robbie Robertson  2,087

Source: Skagit County Elections Dept.
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Sports
   With the dry summer air baking the 
practice field, it is cool inside Concrete 
High School’s tiled hallways. A television 
from a classroom can be heard playing 
game film from this year’s summer camp, 
and the 2012 team is watching keenly—as 
much for inspirational purposes as for 
instruction.
   Down the hall, in a trophy case, sits 
what was once the football team’s rallying 
cry: “We Don’t Rebuild, We Reload.” 
That saying can be applied to this season’s 
squad as well.
   Gone are games where names like 
Howell and Clark were a focal point, and 
in have stepped a bevy of backs and ends 
who are eager to share the workload.
   “Our biggest strength this season is 
certainly going to be depth,” said Head 
Coach Ron Rood. “We have more players 
who are game-ready—who can compete 

at the varsity level—than years before.”
   The squad has (combined) roughly 
half of its starters returning on offense 
and defense. Rood was even anticipating 
having six of the starting positions filled 
by freshman and sophomores for their first 
game.
   With a balanced attack and a strong 
influx of freshman, the Lions’ biggest 
obstacle this year will be their mass and 
bulk—or lack thereof.
   “Size will be our biggest challenge this 
year,” said Rood. “We only have about 
three kids who are over 200 pounds.”
   Even with their size hindrance, Rood 
still anticipates that his squad will be able 
to contend and finish in the upper half of 
the league. “We will be OK and compete,” 
he said, “putting ourselves in a position Concrete sophomore running back Gibson Fichter is turned sideways by an Ocosta 

defender as he leaps for the end zone during the Lions’ season opener Sept. 1. Fichter 
got the TD, and Concrete went on to win the game 45–13.

Lions football team reloads for 2012
By Matthew Williams

Sports schedules are online
Updated schedules for all Concrete School 

District sports teams are online and 
updated regularly. Go here:

www.concrete.k12.wa.us/sports.html

Before 
Rebate897

September700738

Insect 
Control

1 Gal. 
RTU Home

While Supplies Last!

$4 00

CasCade supply

Sale ends 9/30/12

45900 Main St., Concrete  •  360.853.8811  •  Mon.–Sat., 8:30 to 5:30

Fall will be here soon!

We have the fertilizers, 
lawn mowers, tools, and everything else 

you need to put your yard to bed!

700509
Rake

597

Adjustable

While Supplies Last!

September

September648906
Broom
599
18" Palmyra Push

While Supplies Last!

September358874
Oxide Bit Set
15 Pc. Black

1497
While Supplies Last!

Sale ends 9/30/12
Sale ends 

9/30/12

Sale ends 9/30/12

Members of the Concrete High School 
volleyball team run a drill during practice 
Aug. 28.

   The Concrete High School volleyball 
squad started its first practice with just 
12 players on the court. It can be difficult 
coming off summer vacation to get all 
the kids on the same page. That number 
swelled, though, to 19 during the next 
eight days, and a better picture of this 
season’s team came into view.
   The Lady Lions return a solid group 
of upperclassmen and a nice mix of 
incoming freshman who are eager to learn 
and develop in the program. The Lions 
have 10 players coming back who saw 
varsity time last year; that will be a great 
launching point for this season.
   Senior middle hitter Kylee Warner 
noted the benefits of having double-digit 
returners for the first time in years. “Even 
after only one week of practice, you can 
tell that we are way ahead of where we 
were last year at this point,” she said.
   The team took to the court with purpose, 
hustling from drill to drill, seeking to 
improve on last season’s shortcomings.  
The squad finished its 2011 season at 
0–10 in League play and 0–15 overall.  
Four of their losses came in heartbreaking 
fashions in decisive 5th sets.
   With the lack of success in the win 
column last year, the team pushes forward.
   Senior outside hitter Frankie Rohweder 

is looking for 
development within 
the squad first. “This 
year we’re improving 
faster, and we’ll 
continue to get better.  
We should be able to 
succeed in winning 
matches and improving 
ourselves overall from 
last year.”
   It will need to be all 
hands on deck when 
it comes to finding a 
winning combination 
for this year’s squad. 
With senior and 
junior leadership, this 
season’s sophomores 
are making huge 
strides from last year. 
With a good group of 
incoming freshmen, 
there is a lot of 
optimism for the season ahead.
   “I see a lot of great potential in each 
and every one of the girls,” said Warner. 
“I cannot wait to see what this season 
brings.”

Jasmine Hopfield (left) spikes the ball 
toward Emily Fenley during the Lady 
Lions’ volleyball practice Aug. 28.

Lady Lions volleyball will adopt 
“all hands on deck” strategy
By Matthew Williams, head coach

Rohweder

Warner

See Volleyball, p. 10

Senior James Luttrell breaks away from the pack in the first quarter of the Sept. 1 game 
against the Ocosta Wildcats, making it almost to midfield before being brought down. 
Photo by Becky Luttrell.

A waiver and race details will be e-mailed or snail-mailed to you.  
You must return the waiver to Concrete Herald by July 23 to be eligible to race.

The Travel
Guide is
back!
Reach visitors to the  
Upper Skagit Valley by  
advertising in the 2013 
North Cascadian  
Travelers’ Guide.

The Travelers’ Guide will showcase 
the history, plus current activities 
and events for visitors to:
Clear Lake, Sedro-Woolley, Lyman,  
Day Creek, Hamilton, Birdsview, Grasmere, 
Concrete, Rockport, Darrington,  
Marblemount, Newhalem, and Diablo.

Publication Date
May 2013

Circulation: 15,000   Pages: 48

Deadline for ads:
Dec. 31, 2012

Deadline for payment:
Jan. 31, 2013

For more information or to request  
an advertising rate card, send an  

e-mail to editor@concrete-herald.

Call 360.853.8213

See Football, p. 39

September schedule:
7 Liberty Bell, home, 7 p.m.
14 La Conner, away, 7 p.m.
22 Seattle Lutheran, away, 1:30 p.m.
28 Chief Leschi, home, 7 p.m.
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   What a great summer it has been, even 
though it started a bit late! Now the season 
has come to an end for the Concrete 
Museum, which closed after Labor Day.
   You still can make an appointment 
to visit the museum or do research 
in our library year-round. Simply 
call Robin at 360.826.3075 or e-mail 
us at concreteheritagemuseum@
stumpranchonline.com.
   Monthly meetings are held year-round 
on the second Thursday of each month, 
at 7 p.m. at the museum. All meetings are 
open to the public.
   The Royal family thanks the Upper 
Skagit community for its warm reception 
to Howard Royal’s diorama, “The Stump 
Ranch,” at the museum as Howard turns 96 
years old this month. He was very pleased 
that it could be on public view again. It can 
be viewed during the off season with an 

appointment; see above info.
   Special visit: The group “Friends of 
Museums” will visit on Sept. 26. They 
plan to arrive at noon, tour the museum, 
and have lunch.
   The Centennial reprint of So They 
Called the Town Concrete is still 
available. The new edition features 
enhanced photographs and a more 
readable font. New cover graphics 
were done by Philip Johnson. Copies 
are available at Albert’s Red Apple 
(at the lottery counter; please pay for 
it there) and the museum. An order 
form also may be printed at our Web 
site: www.stumpranchonline.com/
concreteheritagemuseum.
   WANTED: New Museum Association 
members! Support your local historical 
museum. 

—Dan Royal

C o n c r e t e  H e r i t a g e  M u s e u m  n e w s

Upper Skag it Library
At the

   Many wonderful transitions are happening 
at the library this month. Summer Reading 
was a success, with 53 area youth signing up 
to read 800 minutes by Aug. 3. Our highest 
reader was Erica Knuth of Concrete. She 
read 8,400 minutes and received a $10 gift 
card to Fred Meyer.
   We had great attendance for the 21 family 
activities that we offered this summer. A big 
thank-you to the many faithful parents and 
their children who came to almost every 
one!
   Early Learning will continue on 
Tuesdays, but will be cut back to every two 
weeks in September: Sept. 4 and 18.
   LEGOS will continue to be the last Friday 
of each month: Sept. 28, Oct. 26 (skip 
November), and Dec. 28.
   On Oct. 23 we’ll have a Fall Celebration 
of crafts from 4 to 5:30 p.m. for all ages to 
enjoy. Remember, you do not have to have a 
library card to attend any of these activities.
   If any adults are feeling left out of library 

activities, we’re planning an adult reading 
program for the winter months.  Planning 
is still under way, but let us know if this is 
something in which you’d be interested in 
participating.
   In August, Chris Brown, our wonderful 
tech support, left after two years with the 
library. He will be missed; we enjoyed 
all the classes and support he gave to our 
patrons and to the staff. 
   A big welcome to our newest hires: 
Amy Stefany and Vyacheslav Kislyanka. 
Amy will help with the interlibrary loans, 
processing of materials, and many other 
tasks. Slav will be our new technology 
support staff. Once he’s acclimated he will 
offer training on basic computer skills, as 
well as help keep our computers in good 
shape for your use.
   The regular monthly board of trustees 
meeting will be Sept. 13 at 5 p.m. at the 
library.

—Aimee Hirschel, director

Senior Heather Collins smacks the ball 
to the ground with her fist during a goalie 
drill.

Families and children
• LEGO Club, Thursdays, Sept. 6 and 

20, 3 p.m.
• Baby & Me Storytime, Fridays, Sept. 

7, 14, 21, 28, 10 a.m.
• Preschool Storytime, Fridays, Sept. 7, 

14, 21, 28, 11 a.m.
• Crazy Crayons, Sat., Sept. 15, 2 p.m.
• Early Learning Resources: Every 

child ready to read and rock! Fri., 
Sept. 21, 11 a.m.

Adult programs
• Friends of the Darrington Library 

meeting, Wed., Sept. 5, 5:30 p.m.
• Bibliophiles (Book Lovers): The 

Animal Dialogues, by Craig Childs, 
Wed., Sept. 5, 6:30 p.m.

• East meets West: The Chinese Erhu 
& the Violin, Sat., Sept. 8, 11 a.m. to 
noon

   For more information, go to www.sno-
isle.org?ID=1194.

—Bryan Stratton, branch manager

September at the Darrington Library

Park. Miller reported that he would 
like the council to decide on a name 
for the park. He stated there were four 
names that were discussed: Knott Hill 
Park, Donnie Hill Park, June Park, 
and Slide Park. 
   Mears made a motion to name the 
park Knott Hill Park. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
   Miller requested graffiti removal at 
the Skate Park.

Aug. 27
• Airport lessee Bob Porter presented 

his concerns with Town of Concrete’s 
current policies on leases and hangar 
construction at Mears Field. 
   Town of Concrete requires all 
airport lot lessees to build on their 
lots within five years after signing 
their lease. The policy is intended to 
encourage build-out at the airport. 
In the past, the town had a problem 
with lessees transferring their lease 
to a friend before the five-year period 
had expired; the new lessee then had 
another five years to build. Before 
that five years was up, the friend 
would transfer the lease back to the 
original lessee. 
   To discourage this activity, in 2010 
the town changed its lease to reflect 
a five-year limit to build, regardless 
of whether the lease was transferred. 
If, for example, a lessee signed a 
lease agreement for an empty lot at 
the airport and then transferred the 
lease after three years, the new lessee 
would have two years to build a 
structure on the lot. 
   Porter requested that when leases 
are transferred, new lessees be given 
five years for building hangars. 
   More than an hour was spent 
discussing Porter’s request, which 
was seen by the majority of council 

Council, cont. from p. 5 members as a step backward to a 
policy that hadn’t worked for the 
town. Miller wanted to hear ideas 
for strategies that could be used to 
prevent what had happened before 
if Porter’s idea was accepted; none 
were forthcoming. Councilmember 
Marla Reed made a motion to end 
the discussion. It was the consensus 
of the council not to further discuss 
this issue and to continue leave the 
leasing/build rule as is.

• Resolution #2012-14 was considered 
for approval. The resolution charges 
Imagine Concrete Foundation and the 
Historic Preservation and Landmarks 
Commission with securing funds to 
install a permanent roof on the Superior 
Building by Dec. 31, 2015. The 
resolution passed with Mears opposed.

• Council approved placement of the 
George Nick memorial carving in the 
southeast corner of Bear Square in 
Concrete Town Center.

• Miller reported on an area man who 
had attended one Imagine Concrete 
meeting and a Coffee Talk meeting, 
and had followed up with e-mails 
to him asking a lot of questions that 
were none of his concern. Miller 
reported the man has now called 
him a liar publicly, verbally, and in 
writing. Mayor Wilson stated that this 
has basically become a harassment 
case that Sergeant Clark has been 
made aware of. 
   Miller reported that Imagine 
Concrete Foundation is a nonprofit 
corporation recognized by the state 
and is working on its paperwork for 
the IRS, and that any statements to 
the contrary are false. He assured 
council there aren’t any gray 
areas associated with the fledgling 
foundation, and that only board 
members are authorized to speak on 
its behalf.

   More  

Than Just 

Great   

        Pizza!
Lasagna  H  Salads  H  Beer

Sandwiches H Homemade Soups

Espresso  H  Baked Goods

360-853-7227

DELivEry  

AvAiLABLE

5-8 p.m.

Tues-Sat 11-9 Sun 2-8

A Fine and Pleasant Misery:
The Humor of Pat McManus
A two-act, family-friendly play performed by Tim Behrens

Darrington High School Auditorium
Sat., Sept. 22, 7:30 p.m. — Tickets $25, sold at Darrington IGA

Plenty of challenges 
for this year’s middle 
school volleyball team
By Rob Thomas, head coach

   Girl’s middle-school volleyball season 
started Aug. 29 as I began my second 
season as head coach after eight seasons 
as the assistant coach.
   Our goals going into the season are:

1. Teach the fundamentals of the game.
2. Learn to work together as a team.
3. Improve each and every week.
4. Have fun.

   The primary challenge facing the 7th 
graders is that very few of the students 
have played competitive volleyball before 
showing up for practice on the first day. 
The 8th grade team is facing a unique 
challenge this year in that some of the 
more experienced players are now playing 
high school soccer to fill out that team.
   With their first game scheduled for 
Tue., Sept. 18, the girls will be challenged 
regarding meeting the eligibility 
requirements (10 practices), as well as 
accomplishing their listed goals. But 
if they embrace the philosophy of the 
middle-school volleyball program—

   The Concrete Lions girls soccer team’s 
coming season will be challenging to say 
the least. We’re fortunate to have a team 
at all this year. The girls did a fantastic job 
of recruiting in the off-season and picked 
up eight new players for this year’s squad, 
including five 8th graders to add to the 
four returning members. Other teams in 
our league are in similar roster situations, 
so it’s difficult to make a good prediction 
on how our team will fare.
   I expect us to be competitive; to do that 
we’ll have to work extra hard. Along with 
hard work, I want to make sure this year is 
fun for all.
   To be successful this year, we’ll need 
to focus on three key aspects: controlling 
game pace, strong transitions, and 
pressuring teams in their own half. If we 
can consistently hit at least two of those 
every game, we will do very well. I am 
excited for the future of the program, and 
bringing up 8th graders this year is the 
beginning of that future.
   I think this team is capable of putting 
forth the effort needed to make this a fun 
and exciting season.

Baylee O’Leary, a sophomore outside 
midfielder for Concrete, runs a drill during 
practice on Aug. 28. 

Dedication, Desire, and Discipline—this 
year will be successful and fun.
   I consider it a privilege and joy to be 
coaching at Concrete. The students are 
enthusiastic and the parents have always 
been very supportive. The athletic seasons 
are short but intense, and boredom is 
seldom ever an issue. I look forward to 
family and friends coming out to support 
these student athletes as they transition 
from elementary school to high school, 
academically and athletically.

   Rohweder echoed her sentiments. “The 
younger girls—some of them surprised 
me with how athletic they are. They all 
seem to fit right in with us (returners), so 
it’s going to be a good year,” she said.
   The Lady Lions begin the season at 
Liberty Bell on Sept. 8. They will start 
Northwest 1A/2B/1B League play on 
Sept. 20 at Orcas Island.

Experienced leaders a factor
   Seniors Rohweder and Warner will be 
required to do much this season. Having 
been in the starting rotation their freshman 
through junior years, they will look to 
pass on the knowledge they have gathered 
to a roster brimming with youngsters.
   Either Rohweder or Warner led last 
year’s team in nearly every statistical 
category; they will be expected to do much 
of the same this year. With a squad that is 
better rounded this year, they are hoping 
to find a more balanced team approach—
not that they’ll pass up the opportunity to 
lead by example, given the chance.

Volleyball, cont. from p. 9

Senior Jessica Filtz practices a goalie’s 
technique of catching the ball and throwing 
it while lying on the ground.

Soccer team to focus on three key aspects for success 
By Adam Woodworth, head coach
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Academics

Lyman Back to 
School Parade
   The 8th Annual Lyman 
Elementary Back to School Parade 
will be held Tue., Sept. 18.
   The parade will start at 6 p.m.; 
participants need to be at the set up 
location at the Minkler Mansion by 
5:30 p.m. To register, contact parade 
organizer Tammie Werner at oney_
brat@yahoo.com.

ChiCks ARe iN!
915 Moore street, sedro Woolley • 360.856.6567 

For all your
Fall Supplies!

Burlington
360.757.4055

Mount Vernon
360.424.4207

Oak harbor
360.675.2277

Freeland
360.331.1970

sedro Woolley
360.856.6567 

stanwood
360.629.7033

Visit us online at www.skagitfarmers.com
or join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/SkagitFarmersSupply 

Pet Supplies • Animal Feed
Animal Health • Fencing
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Back to School 
Blessing hands out 
129 backpacks
   Four Concrete churches joined forces 
for an Aug. 12 event that is sure to make 
a difference in Concrete School District 
students’ academic lives.
   This year’s Back to School Blessing 
put 129 backpacks full of school supplies 
in the hands of elementary and middle 
school students. Additional supplies were 
delivered to high school counselors for 
later distribution to upper-level students. 
Event coordinator Sarita McReynolds 
said that approximately 25 percent of 
the students in the district received the 
supplies.
   In addition to the backpacks, the Gospel 
of John and New Testaments were made 
available at the door of Concrete Center, 
where the event was held, along with 
Sunday school coloring sheets for smaller 
children. Stocking caps were donated by 
the East Valley Community Resource 
Center; United General Hospital donated 
tubes of Chapstick.
   Participating churches were:
• Concrete Assembly of God
• Mt. Baker Presbyterian
• Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
• St. Catherine Mission Church
   An additional 19 backpacks were 
distributed Aug. 18, during Cascade Days.
    “The district has a more than 60 percent 
free and reduced lunch rate, meaning over 
half the kids live below the poverty line,” 
said McReynolds. “There was no question 
the help was needed.”

Elementary 
open house
   Concrete Elementary School will 
host an open house on Thur., Sept. 
13, from 5 to 6 p.m. at the school.
   From 6 to 7 p.m. the school will 
host a barbecue for staff, parents, 
and students.
   For more information, call 
the elementary school office at 
360.853.8145.

A bittersweet start to the school year
Concrete welcomes new staff, bids farewell to departing 
employees.
   Concrete School District will start 
2012 with a few new faces in its halls, 
after saying goodbye to several other 
employees.
   Information regarding the Athletic 
Director position and Ashley Howell’s 
move into full-time teaching will be 
published in the October issue of Concrete 
Herald.

New staff members
   Claus Joens, a familiar face on the 
high school campus, has been named 
the Business Education teacher. Among 
other duties, he’ll teach the Microsoft IT 
Academy this fall.
   In his words: “I love small towns, and 
I moved to Marblemount with my family 
four years ago.
   “After completing a 20-year career in 
corporate finance, I completed my Career 
Technical Education Certificate so I can 
teach at the high school level in addition 
to being able to teach at the university 
level. I have previously been a substitute 
teacher and assistant basketball coach for 
the district.
   “Teaching is my passion, and I look 
forward to developing an industry-based 
curriculum that emphasizes maximizing 
student potential and improving each 
student’s ability to compete in the job 
market.”
   James Higbee is the district’s new 
school psychologist. His career is full 
of depth, having spent 34 years in the 

Bellingham School District as school 
psychologist and special education case 
manager for PK-12 for 20 years.
   With the introduction of the new state 
and federal special education mandates, 
Higbee was instrumental in writing and 
enacting compliance procedures for the 
district.
   Later, he wrote grants and developed 
two off-campus alternative school 
programs for at-risk and delinquent 
middle and high school students, and 
served as project director for those 
programs for four years.
   He returned to WWU and completed 
another Master’s program in school 
counseling, then served as high school 
counselor at Sehome High School for 14 
years.
   Following his retirement, he was rehired 
as Lynden Middle School’s psychologist 
for six years, then served as psychologist 
in the Anacortes School District last year.
   Josh Howard has come over to western 
Washington from the east side, and will 
contribute to the district as a fifth grade 
teacher.
   Howard said he’s excited about the 
academic and athletic sides of the district, 
since he’s an avid sports fan and coach. 
He’s coached wrestling and hopes 
eventually to find a spot somewhere in 
Lion athletics.
   For starters, however, he’ll concentrate 
on the classroom. “I have always enjoyed 
working with elementary-age students 

and am happy to be returning to the 
elementary setting after several years of 
working with middle school students,” 
he said. “I also look forward to western 
Washington and all the trees!”

Departing staff members
   Several employees have left the district 
to retire or move on to other jobs.
• Anna Page retired from her position 

as registered nurse after serving three 
years with the district.

• Chris Bartness resigned from his 
school psychologist position after one 
year to take a new position with the 
Anacortes School District.

• Meredith Loomis resigned from 
her teaching position at Concrete 
Elementary after 25 years of service. 
She is relocating to Wenatchee, where 
her husband has accepted a new job.

• Norma Carter resigned from 
her teaching position at Concrete 
Elementary after more than 20 years 
of service.

• Tawnya Kononen accepted a 
position at a Sedro-Woolley dental 
office after serving eight years as a 
paraeducator at Concrete Elementary.

• Renee Kenady accepted a position 
as a counselor in the Bellingham 
School District, working for Wade 
King and Northern Heights—the 
only two primary-years international 
baccalaureate schools in the state. 
Kenady served the Concrete School 
District for 12 years.

Source: News from Concrete Schools



14  •  Concrete Herald  •  September 2012 www.concrete-herald.com

Clear Lake
Scenes from a street fair
Sunny skies greeted visitors to the annual Clear 
Lake Street Fair Aug. 25.
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SEPTEMBER
6 Project Homeless Connect, Skagit Valley College, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
 see article, p. 34; info at www.skagitprojecthomelessconnect.org, or 
 360.588.5731
6 Women Hand in Hand presents an evening with Kim Meeder of Crystal
 Peaks Youth Ranch, Sedro-Woolley High School auditorium, 1235 3rd 
 St., Sedro-Woolley; free admission (offering taken); info at 360.826.3696
6 Ladies Night Out at Concrete Theatre (“Magic Mike”), 7 p.m.; tickets at
 www.concrete-theatre.com or at theater during weekend hours
8–9 Founders’ Day, various locations in Sedro-Woolley; see article, p. 16
11 Sedro-Woolley Boys & Girls Club grand opening for “The Club” Teen
 Center, 915 McGarigle Rd., Sedro-Woolley, 4 to 6 p.m.; info at 
 360.419.3723 or dconover@bgcskagit.org, or 360.856.1830 or jreid@
 bgcskagit.org
11 T’ai Chi Chih class begins (six-week course), Concrete Theatre, 7:45 to
 9:15 p.m.; details on p. 7; info at 360.873.4210 or lthomas.wa@gmail.com
12 Free Medicare Insurance Basics Seminar, East County Resource Center,
 45770 Main St., Concrete, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.; see notice, p. 6; for reser-
 vations, call 866.733.5111
13 Concrete Elementary School open house; 5 p.m. open house, 6 p.m. bar-
 becue for staff, parents, and students; info at 360.853.8145
15 St. Catherine Mission Church Centennial Celebration, 45603 Limestone
 St., Concrete; 8:30 a.m. Mass followed by reception at CCD Center
 across Limestone St.; info at 360.855.0077
15 Skagit River Salmon Festival, Edgewater Park, Mount Vernon; 10 a.m. to 
 5 p.m.; info at www.skagitriverfest.org
18 8th Annual Lyman Back to School Parade, Lyman, 6 p.m.; see article, 
 p. 18; info at oney_brat@yahoo.com
20 Book release party for Bridgeside: Selected Stories of Dick Fallis,
 Mt. Vernon Senior Center, 1401 Cleveland St., Mt. Vernon, 6 p.m.;
 see notice, p. 6; info at 360.466.3365 or museum@co.skagit.wa.us
20 Skagit Parks Dept. meeting re: Community Site Plan Update for 
 Clear Lake Beach Park, Clear Lake Elementary School, 6:30 p.m.;
 Clear Lake community members invited; info at 360.336.9414
20 Local Authors Night at Concrete Theatre, 7 p.m.; admission by donation;
 info at www.concrete-theatre.com
22 “A Fine and Pleasant Misery” The Humor of Pat McManus,” Darrington
 High School Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.; see notice, p. 25; info at 360.436.0141
26 Kids Craft Day sponsored by Heart to Heart Charity, Old Town Hall,
 Lyman, 4 to 5:30 p.m.; see notice, p. 18; info at 360.826.3818 or 
 hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com
29 Burlington Harvest Festival and Pumpkin Pitch, Skagit River Park,
 Burlington, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; free admission; see ad, p. 7, and article,
 p. 34; info at 360.755.9649 or 360.757.0994
29 Day Creek 3rd Annual Lawn Mower Races, 32392 S. Lyman Ferry Rd.,
 races at 3 p.m., potluck/garden party at 5 p.m.; info at 360.826.3003
29 Darrington Community Dance, Mansford Grange, 1265 Railroad Rd.,
 Darrington; potluck at 5:30 p.m., dance lesson at 7 p.m., dance at 
 7:30 p.m.; $7 suggested donation; info at mriggen64@yahoo.com

OCTOBER
4 Comedy Night at Concrete Theatre with stand-up comedian Marc Price 
 (Skippy on “Family Ties”), 7 p.m.; ticket info at www.concrete-theatre.com
6–7 Skagit Valley Festival of Family Farms, various Skagit County farms; 
 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; free admission; info at www.farmtour.com
19 Art Auction to benefit Concrete Theatre “Donate to Digital” campaign,
 St. Catherine CCD Center and parish hall, 7 p.m.; details in Oct. issue
*Community Calendar is updated daily at www.concrete-herald.com/calendar

Community Calendar Community meetings
   Coffee Talk, a casual conversation about 
Concrete’s transformation, meets the 
third Fri. of each month at 8 a.m. at The 
Washington Cafe and Bakery, Concrete Town 
Center. 360.853.8213.
   Concrete American Legion Post and 
Auxiliary meet the second Tue. of each 
month, Sept. through May, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
American Legion Building. 360.853.8940.
   Concrete Chamber of Commerce meets 
the second Thur. of each month at 8 a.m. 
Meetings usually are held at Concrete 
Center in Concrete. 360.466.8754 or 
concretechamber@mac.com.
   Concrete Heritage Museum Board meets 
the second Thur. of each month, at 7 p.m. at 
the museum. Meetings are open to the public. 
360.826.3075 or concreteheritagemuseum@
stumpranchonline.com
   Concrete Lions Club meets the first and 
third Wed. of each month, at Annie’s Pizza 
Station, Concrete. Social at 6 p.m.; meeting 
at 6:30.
   Concrete School Board will meet Sept. 27 
at 6 p.m. in the high school Commons. The 
board will hold a workshop on Sept. 24,
at 6 p.m. in the high school Commons. 
360.853.8141.
   Concrete Theatre Fundraising 
Committee meets the first and third Tuesday 
of each month at the East County Resource 
Center on Main St., Concrete (enter through 
far west door). billpfeifer@yahoo.com
   Concrete Town Council meets the second 
and fourth Monday of each month at Town 
Hall, 45672 Main St., Concrete, at 7 p.m. 
360.853.8401 or andreaf@concretewa.gov.
   Darrington Area Business Assn (DABA) 
meets the third Wed. of each month, 7 p.m., 
at Cascade Senior Center, 1115 Darrington 
St., Darrington. 360.436.2167.
   Darrington Town Council meets the 
second Wed. of each month at Town Hall, 
1005 Cascade St., at 7 p.m. 360.436.1131 or 
darrcityhall@glacierview.net.
   Forest Park Cemetery District No. 5 
meets the second Wed. of each month at 
the cemetery office on Compton Lane in 
Concrete, at 8 a.m. 360.708.3656.

   Friends of Upper Skagit Library 
(FOUSL) Board meets the third Tuesday of 
odd-numbered months at the East County 
Resource Center in Concrete, at 1 pm. Public 
welcome to attend. uslfriends@gmail.com.
   Hamilton Town Council meets the second 
Tue. of each month at Town Hall, 584 Maple 
St., Hamilton, at 7 p.m. 360.826.3027.
   Imagine Concrete meets the second Wed. 
of each month in the Pilots’ Lounge at Mears 
Field in Concrete, at 6 p.m. 360.853.8213 or 
goodwords@frontier.com.
   KSVU 90.1 FM hosts free trainings and 
a studio open house every Wed. from 1 to 
4 p.m. at the Concrete studio in Portable B 
behind Concrete Elementary School. Monthly 
radio staff and volunteer meetings are held 
the last Thur. of each month at the same 
location. 360.853.8588.
   Lyman Town Council meets the second 
Tue. of each month at Lyman Town Hall 
(Minkler Mansion), 8405 S. Main St., Lyman, 
at 7 p.m. 360.826.3033 or clerk_lyman@msn.
com.
   PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) Skagit County Chapter, 
meets the second Monday of each month 
at The Safe Haven Room, Central United 
Methodist Church, 1013 Polte Rd. Sedro-
Woolley, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 360.856.4676, 
www.pflagskagit.org.
   Saukrates Cafe meets the first Thur. 
of each month at Annie’s Pizza Station in 
Concrete, at 6 p.m. Conversation topics are 
posted at Upper Skagit Library and http://
saukratescafe.wordpress.com.
   Sedro-Woolley Town Council meets the 
second and fourth Wed. of each month, at 7 
p.m., in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 
325 Metcalf St. 360.855.1661.
   Sedro-Woolley School District Board 
meets for its regular meeting Sept. 10 at 
the Support Service building and Sept. 
24 at Evergreen Elementary, at 7 p.m. 
360.855.3500 or rmiller@swsd.k12.wa.us.

*To add your organization’s meeting to this 
list, e-mail editor@concrete-herald.com or 
call 360.853.8213.

SAVE CONCRETE THEATRE!
n  Donate at the theater during weekend 

movie times
n  Mail a check payable to Concrete Theatre to: 

Concrete Theatre, P.O. Box 954,  
Concrete, WA 98237

n  Make a credit card or PayPal donation at 
www.concrete-theatre.com

n  Donate at Columbia Bank in Concrete 
(designate check for “Digital Projector Fund”

For more info on ways to help, call 
360.941.0403 or e-mail info@concrete-
theatre.com.

Donate to Digital Campaign!

The movie industry will convert to digital in 2013. 

Concrete Theatre won’t be able to show new  

movies unless it converts to a digital system

--a $50,000 hurdle. Please donate to help 

keep Concrete Theatre alive!

*Advertisement  
paid for by an anonymous donor.

Targeted. Five thousand copies 
circulate through Whatcom, Skagit, and 
Snohomish Counties every month,  
reaching an untapped market of readers, 
many of whom say they read only  
Concrete Herald. 

Smart. Concrete Herald keeps your 
ad in front of readers’ eyes for three to 
four weeks per placement. 

Flexible. A variety of options ac-
commodate your goals and budget. Ad 
design services also are available.

“Our ads in Concrete 
Herald help us reach 

out to the community 
with health information 

and hospital news. I 
know it works, because 

I get calls and e-mails 
from Concrete Herald 

readers.”

~ Valerie Stafford 
communications director
United General Hospital,  

Sedro-Woolley

Above: Zach Schmidt with Boy Scout 
Troop 4067, the Clear Lake Historical 
Association, and a food fundraiser for Clear 
Lake Community Connection awaited 
visitors on the south side of Hwy 9.

Left: A view of the eclectic offerings for 
sale at the street fair.

Chihuahua Rescue and Referral brought 
its message of care and respect for the 
little dogs—including these cuties.

Concrete photographer Tim F. Hale with Flutterbye Images welcomed all who appreciate 
breathtaking photos of the natural world.

“Garden flowers” made of glass plates and bowls were on display from Anacortes 
regulars Cecil and Jean Little.
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Sedro-Woolley

The town’s undertaker measures a shady character for a coffin just minutes before a 
gunfight breaks at the bank robbery reenactment during Founders’ Day last year. Joining 
the reenactment on this year’s schedule of events are an open house at the Sedro-
Woolley Museum, a car show, a community picnic, and children’s activities.

Preventing Cancer
Lunch & Learn: What You Should Know About Colorectal Cancer 
Tuesday, September 25 • Noon – 1:00 p.m.
You are invited to a free lunchtime seminar with guest speaker Dana B. 
Stiner, MD, who will discuss the symptoms, screening and treatment 
of colorectal cancer. A complimentary light lunch will be served.  
Registration required. 

Getting on Tract: Preventing Colorectal Cancer
Thursday, September 27 • 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Free resources and screening information. Free refreshments.
Want to know more? Ready to protect yourself from colorectal cancer? 
Join us for an informal drop-in workshop where you can learn how to 
make lifestyle changes, and get on tract with a healthy digestive system. 
You’ll have the opportunity to learn all about colonoscopies, and the 
first 50 people to sign up will receive a free take-home screening kit.  
Registration required.

To Register:
Online: unitedgeneral.org/colonhealth
E-mail: events@unitedgeneral.org
Phone: (360) 856-7245 

2000 Hospital Drive Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 • (360) 856-6021 • www.unitedgeneral.org

Founders’ Day 
ties town to its 
roots Sept. 8–9
   The streets of Sedro-Woolley again will 
echo with the sound of gunfire and good 
times during the weekend of Sept. 8–9, as 
Founders’ Day returns for another history 
lesson.
   Hosted by the Sedro-Woolley Museum 
and Sedro-Woolley Chamber of 
Commerce, the annual two-day event 
shines a light on the town’s colorful 
past. History comes alive through a bank 
robbery reenactment, historic videos at 
the Museum, and an open house there too, 
honoring a local family.

Schedule of events
Sat., Sept. 8
• Founders’ Day Breakfast, 8 a.m. to 11 

a.m., Sedro-Woolley Senior Center, 
715 Pacific St. Menu: Scrambled 

eggs, biscuits and gravy, juice and 
coffee. Proceeds to benefit Sedro-
Woolley Senior Center. $6 per person.

• Museum videos, including video of 
the 1914 bank robbery, 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m., 725 Murdock St.

• Bank Robbery Reenactment, noon, in 
front of the Museum.

• Museum Open House, 1 to 4 p.m., 
honoring the Stendal family.

Sun., Sept. 9
• Open Car Show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

Riverfront Park, 2212 River Rd., 
$10 registration fee; dash plaques for 
the first 350 cars. Sponsored by JJ’s 
Cruisers.

• Community Picnic, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Riverfront Park. Menu: hot dog, 
chips, cookies, pop for $3 suggested 
donation

• Children’s activities (if not raining)
sponsored by the Sedro-Woolley 
Boys & Girls Club.

—J. K. M.

“The Club” Teen Center 
celebrates new location
   The Sedro-Woolley Boys & Girls Club 
will hold a Grand Opening for “The 
Club” Teen Center and a ribbon cutting 
ceremony to celebrate its new location 
on Tue., Sept. 11 from 4–6 p.m. The 
Boys & Girls Club is now located at 915 
McGarigle Rd. in Sedro-Woolley.
   The event is designed to honor the 
community partners who made the project 
possible and celebrate another decade of 
service to Sedro-Woolley youth and teens.
   The event will include recognition 
for local law enforcement, firefighters, 
and service members as part of the 
September 11th National Day of Service 
and Remembrance. Refreshments will be 
provided. The public is invited to attend.
   For 11 years, the Sedro-Woolley 
Boys & Girls Club was located behind 
Cascade Middle School. The Club, the 
new Teen Center, and a new covered play 
area now located along McGarigle Rd., 
are about 1,000 feet from the original 
location. While Club board members 
and supporters knew the relocation and 
reconstruction would be an extensive 

process, it would create a small “campus” 
for the Boys & Girls Club services right 
on the middle school campus.
   “The Club” Teen Center was an 
investment from the McIntyre Family 
Foundation, the Sedro-Woolley Rotary 
Club, the Sedro-Woolley School District, 
and the support of many other community 
partners.
   “The project would not have been 
possible without the vision and dedication 
of community leaders here in Sedro-
Woolley. Our remodeled club and new 
Teen Center will allow us to increase our 
impact in the community and provide 
a safe, healthy, after-school learning 
environment for more than 300 youth in 
Sedro-Woolley,” said Boys & Girls Club 
Chief Professional Officer David Conover.
   Board member Mike Crawford began 
organizing the Teen Center effort three 
years ago and acted as the project manager 
for the entirety of the construction job.
   For more information, contact 
David Conover at 360.419.3723 or 
dconover@bgcskagit.org, or Jill Reid 
at 360.856.1830 or jreid@bgcskagit.
org. Club program questions should 
be directed to 360.419.3723 or go to 
skagitraisesgreatkids.org.

   Soroptimist International of Sedro-
Woolley has announced the recipients 
of its 2012 Continuing Education 
Scholarships.
   Applicants for the SISW Continuing 
Education Scholarships were required to 
be a sophomore, junior, or senior of good 
standing who graduated from Sedro-
Woolley or Concrete High Schools. The 
10 award recipients are all graduates of 
Sedro-Woolley High School.
• Roslyn Gober is a senior with a 

3.38 GPA attending the University 
of Rochester. Gober is studying 
Biochemical Engineering with a 
minor in Chemical Engineering.

• Ricci Peters is a senior attending 
Washington State University. Peters 
maintains a 3.63 GPA and is majoring 
in Education with a Middle School 
Math Endorsement.

• Erin Nesheim is a senior attending 
Seattle Pacific University. Nesheim is 
double majoring in Accounting and 
Business Finance, and maintains a 
3.91 GPA.

• Kenzie Rose is a senior at Central 
Washington University. Rose is 
double majoring in Elementary 
Education and Special Education, and 
maintains a 3.338 GPA.

• Nicole Sestrap is attending Eastern 
Washington University. Sestrap is a 
junior with a 3.94 GPA, majoring in 
Psychology.

• Ami (Amanda) Ostman is a junior 
at Washington State University with 
a 3.63 GPA. Ostman is pursuing a 
degree in Psychology with a specialty 
in gender and sexuality studies.

• Chelsea Seidel is a junior with a 
3.74 GPA. Seidel is enrolled in 
the Registered Nursing program at 
the Washington State University 
Intercollegiate College of Nursing.

• Ariell Dillon is a sophomore 
attending Western Washington 
University. Dillon holds a 3.16 GPA 
and is studying Communication 
Sciences and Disorders with a minor 
in Linguistics.

• Katie Hull attends the University of 
Washington with a 3.41 GPA and is 
a sophomore pursuing a degree in 
Physics with a minor in Music.

• Taylor Cargile is a sophomore at 
Seattle University who is majoring 
in Diagnostic Ultrasound. Hull 

maintains a 3.376 GPA.
   Soroptimist International of Sedro-
Woolley was chartered more than 60 
years ago. SISW owns and operates 
the Walnut Tree Thrift Store in Sedro-
Woolley. Proceeds from the thrift store are 
invested back into the community through 
educational scholarships and in support of 
causes that assist women and children.

Dining al fresco in Sedro-Woolley
   When Sedro-Woolley City Councilmember Brock Stiles returned to the states 
after a trip to Europe, he brought with him an idea: outdoor dining in urban 
settings. Al fresco dining is commonplace in many European cities, where 
sidewalks often are narrow and restaurants generally small.
   Stiles presented his idea to the City Council, which in turned voted to approve 
the use of temporary platforms built over parking spaces in downtown Sedro-
Woolley to create a similar environment and opportunity for diners. The first 
“Dine-Out” was placed in front of Coconut Kenny’s in August.
   The change is experimental; Sedro-Woolley Chamber of Commerce is 
encouraging diners to comment on the change in writing at the Chamber of 
Commerce office or City Hall. Photo by Pola Kelley.

DillonOstman

NesheimSeidel

RoseHull

PetersSestrap

CargileGober

Soroptimists name 2012 Continuing 
Education Scholarship recipients
Story and photos submitted by Soroptimist International of Sedro-Woolley
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Lyman

Lyman Library tales
By Elaine Kohler

   I do believe this has been the shortest 
summer I have ever spent. I hope 
everyone’s garden did better than mine did 
this year.
   Library use has been good this summer, 
especially on food bank day. We have 
had quite a few donations recently too. 
One was a nice bunch of Louie L’Amour 
westerns. Also more for the romance 
section. I could really use someone to help 
me go through the romance books. We are 
getting rather overstocked, and I would 
like someone who knows these authors 
to go through them and pull some of the 
older titles to make room for the newer 
ones. So if you can spare some time either 

on a Thursday after 3 p.m. or a Saturday 
from noon to 3 p.m., it would really be 
appreciated.
   We also have received a large number of 
National Geographics. We don’t usually 
keep magazines because of lack of space, 
but I think these are worth having. Stop by 
and browse through them.
   This month I checked out Faye 
Kellerman as my new author. Sadly, I was 
rather disappointed. By the end of the 
first chapter, I had read two rather steamy 
sex scenes and knew who the killer was. 
Never got to Chapter Two. Maybe I will 
try another one and see if it is any better; 
I hate to make a judgment based on one 
book. If there are any of her fans out there 
who can recommend one to me, I will be 
glad to give it a try.
   Till next month, take care.
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Day Creek
Community notes
   Lawn mower races are coming! Sept. 
29 marks the 3rd Annual Lawn Mower 
Races in Day Creek. The races will be 
held at 32392 S. Lyman Ferry Rd. Races 
start at 3 p.m., followed by a potluck 
and garden party at 5 p.m. For more 
information, call 360.826.3003.
   Our corner store has been sold! Gary 
Larson and Robyn Choffel soon will be 
a much-needed part of the Day Creek 
Community. Weed cutting and trash pick-
up already have started. Feel free to stop 
by and visit with Gary as he begins this 
big project. He is looking for a hand from 
the neighbors and will gladly use your 
help. He can be reached at 360.333.3905.
   The Jack Sims Memorial Ride was 
well attended, with 140 riders and a 
beautiful riding day.
   A group of women has formed in eastern 
Skagit County. “Women Hand in Hand” 
is unaffiliated with any specific church, 
so the group can cross lines without 
proprietary identification.
   The group’s first event is an evening 
with author, speaker, and horse woman 
Kim Meeder, to be held Sept. 6 at the 
Sedro-Woolley High School auditorium, 
1235 3rd St., Sedro-Woolley.
   Any women’s ministry group that wants 
to be involved with Women Hand in Hand 
is encouraged to contact any one of the 
following:
   Sylvia Miles  360.826.3696
   Sharon Herring  360.661.5037
   Bonnie Lintz  360.856.1385
   Sue Walden  360.826.3944
   Shannon Shipley 360.472.1211
   Kathy Henderson 360.826.3581
   Join Women Hand in Hand at their 
barista stand at SWRC Play Day Show on 
Sept. 15–16 at 9:30 a.m.
   Kingdom Builders is on the move. 
Watch for Donna Pulver and Kathy 
Henderson in the community, filling out 
medical information magnets and passing 
out Day Creek Community information 
packets. They are looking forward to 
visiting with you. Here’s a Q & A session 
with co-director Donna Pulver:
   Q: Why did you and Kathy want to start 
Kingdom Builders?
   A: It is our goal to create a bond in 
our community by being a helper to a  
neighbor and knowing what the needs are  

in the Day Creek community.
   Q: How does this combine with your 
roles as Fire Commissioners, Day Creek  
community members, and members of 
Day Creek Chapel?
   A. As commissioners, we know the 
needs of our district. Being members of 
Day Creek Chapel and the Day Creek  
community, we have many willing hands  
and resources available for community 
needs.
   Q. What plan are you working on now?
   A. As we visit door to door, we 
are compiling Day Creek directory 
information, seeking out neighbors to be  
community helpers, and informing the  
community that there is help.
   Q. How long will this part of the plan 
take?
   A. The basic work, about a year. We 
have been visiting, door to door, since 
March and are about halfway through the  
district. Once we have gone from border  
to border, we will retrace our steps to fill  
in those we missed.
   Q. What can the community do to help 
you?
   A. Contact either Kathy or me 
at 360.826.3581 or 360.826.3003, 
respectively. We are in need of helpers 
both now and later. Helpers are always 
welcome. Once the information is  
compiled, the directory will be made.
   If you are not able to be a physical 
helper but want to help, you may give a  
donation to Day Creek Chapel, marked 
“Kingdom Builders Fund.”
   A community bulletin board has been 
installed at the Day Creek Fire Hall. 
Community members are invited to post 
their business cards, coming events, and 
Day Creek activities on the board—then 
contact Concrete Herald at 360.853.8213 
or editor@concrete-herald.com.
   Community Club Potlucks are held on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 
p.m., at the Day Creek Fire Hall. The next 
potluck is slated for Sept. 18.
   We are looking for event ideas that are 
fun and help to support the Day Creek 
Fire Hall while letting us all get to know 
our neighbors better. If you have an idea, 
call 360.826.3003 or 360.826.3581.
   If you have information for this 
column, please send an e-mail to 
winningcircleranch@gmail.com.

—Kathy Henderson

1008 Third St. Office: 360-855-1288
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 Fax: 360-855-1868
www.lemleychapel.com Email: info@lemleychapel.com

Rick Lemley Douglas Hutter

Council summary
   The Lyman Town Council held its 
regular monthly meeting on Aug. 14.
Following is a summary of that meeting.

• Councilmember Gail Ganga asked if 
the check for the Boundary Review 
Board had been submitted. Clerk 
Debbie Boyd said that it had. A 
motion regarding the check passed 
unanimously.

• Terry Wilson and Karen Griffith 
from the Lyman Car & Craft Show 
committee presented Town of Lyman 
with a check for $11,000 for the 
Cemetery Fund. They would like 
$10,000 to go toward a cook shack 
at the park, and $1,000 to go to the 
cemetery. Councilmember Eddie Hills 
made a motion to accept the donation.  
Motion passed. Later, discussion 
ensued regarding what type of cook 
shack should be built.

• A letter from the County Assessor 
was reviewed, certifying the petitions 
submitted for the annexation into 
Fire Dist. 8 were valid and numbered 
more than the 60 percent required. 
The letter also showed the new Fire 
District boundary excluding the 
Forest Service Land. The application 
is at the BRB for review.

• A letter from Dept. of Commerce 
informed the town it was selected 
to receive up to $24,000 in CDBG 
funds for the Water System Update. 
Councilmember Hills made a motion 
to appoint Debbie Boyd as project 
manager for the project, as is required 
as the first step. Motion passed.

Amber Ranahan (left) and Jordan Cook sing during Praise in the Pasture, sponsored by Lyman 
Church Aug. 18. They were joined on the stage by musicians and vocalists Gabe Fields, Mike Boyd, 
Casey Boyd, Debbie Boyd, and Gary DeMeyer. The annual event drew a crowd with family-friendly 
activities such as a dunk tank and bouncy house, vendor booths, and plenty of music.

“Celebrating Childhood” 
this year’s parade theme
   The eighth annual 
Lyman Elementary 
Back to School parade 
will be held Tue., Sept. 
18 at 6 p.m. This year’s 
theme is “Celebrating 
Childhood.”
   The parade 
celebrates the start of 
the new school year 
and is immediately followed by an open 
house at the school, which will include a 
Book Fair in the gym, sponsored by the 
Lyman Booster group. Parents may pick 
up their children in their classrooms after 
the parade.
   Classes will compete for the best 
costumes, student participation, and 
behavior to win a class party. 
   This year’s Grand Marshal is Ed Lipsey, 
a lifelong resident of the area. Ed is very 
involved in the community and is one of 
the founders of the Hamilton Community 
Food Bank. He also has a special place 
in his heart for children. He has been a 
Sunday school teacher, an avid supporter 
of children’s events and activities, and is 
always willing to lend a hand to someone 
in need.
   Registration is requested by Sept. 14.
Forms are available from organizer 
Tammie Werner at 360.826.3818 or oney_
brat@yahoo.com, or may be picked up at 
Lyman Town Hall during office hours.
   For more information, go to www.
facebook.com/lymanschoolparade.

—Tammie Werner

SAVE CONCRETE THEATRE!
n  Donate at the theater during weekend 

movie times
n  Mail a check payable to Concrete Theatre to: 

Concrete Theatre, P.O. Box 954,  
Concrete, WA 98237

n  Make a credit card or PayPal donation at 
www.concrete-theatre.com

n  Donate at Columbia Bank in Concrete 
(designate check for “Digital Projector Fund”

For more info on ways to help, call 
360.941.0403 or e-mail info@concrete-
theatre.com.

Donate to Digital Campaign!

The movie industry will convert to digital in 2013. 

Concrete Theatre won’t be able to show new  

movies unless it converts to a digital system

--a $50,000 hurdle. Please donate to help 

keep Concrete Theatre alive!

*Advertisement  
paid for by an anonymous donor.

Briefly ...
   Terry Wilson and Karen Griffith 
presented Town of Lyman with a check 
for $11,000—proceeds from the 2012 
Lyman Car & Craft Show.
   Heart To Heart Charity will sponsor a 

free Kids Craft Day for children ages 
5 and up on Wed., Sept. 26 from 4–5:30 
p.m. at the old Town Hall building. Kids 
are asked to bring a can of food for the 
Lyman Food Bank. For more information, 
contact Tammie Werner at 360.826.3818 
or hearttoheartcharity@gmail.com.

Lipsey

Lawn mower races are back!
   The 3rd Annual Lawn Mower Races return Sept. 29 for an 
afternoon of noise and hilarity. The event will be held at 32392 
S. Lyman Ferry Rd., with races at 3 p.m., followed by a potluck 
and garden party at 5 p.m. For more information, call Donna 
Pulver at 360.826.3003.
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August in pictures

“Experience The Most Comfortable 
Dental Visit Possible.”

Dr. Larry ForsytheDr. John Matterand

Drs. Larry Forsythe and 

John Matterand are  

welcoming new patients to 

their dental practice,  

conveniently located at 

2261 Hospital Dr., Ste. 101,  

in Sedro-Woolley, at the 

corner of Collins Rd.  

and Hospital Dr. 
 

Call for an appointment 
today!

We look forward to 
seeing you soon!

360-856-6011
www.cascadedds.com.

GOLD NUGGET JEWELRY & LOAN 
We BUY, SELL, & LOAN 

 

WHAT WE GOT: MILITARY SURPLUS ∙ SPORTING GOODS 
FISHING TACKLE ∙  GUNS & AMMO  

SHOOTING SUPPLIES ∙  MUSIC INSTRUMENTS   
FINE & COSTUME JEWELRY ∙ POWER & HAND TOOLS 

COINS & COLLECTIBLES ∙ SADDLES ∙ ART 
MOVIES ∙ GAMES ∙ TVS ∙ ELECTRONICS ∙ PLUS A LOT MORE 

 

LOCATED AT THE 4-WAY STOP ON HWY 530 & MT LOOP HWY 
IN DARRINGTON 360-436-1029 www.GoldNuggetPawnShop.com 

SUMMER HOURS: MON-FRI 10-6 SAT-SUN 10-5 

Above: Rachel Holt from Birdsview pauses with 
her kids, third-grader Ryalyn and first-grader 
David, at the Back to School Blessing event in 
Concrete on Aug. 12. Four area churches, the 
East County Resource Center, and the East 
Valley Medical Clinic joined to fill 129 backpacks 
with school supplies—and hand them out that 
day. Photo by Nathaniel Martin.

Above: Mary Nick stands next to a chainsaw carving of her brother, George Nick, which 
was unveiled before the Log Show during Cascade Days Aug. 18. Nick, a local logger, 
was killed in a logging accident July 23. The carving was created by Sedro-Woolley 
artist Nyal Thomas, and funded by Nick’s Employer, Janicki Logging. The statue will be 
permanently displayed in the southeast corner of Bear Square, Concrete Town Center.

Above: Amy Storms (in front) and Krista 
Wahlgren spread rock salt beneath the 
perimeter fence at the Angele Cupples 
Community Garden in Concrete Aug. 14. 
Salt is an organic alternative to chemical-
based weed killers.

Above: Payten Hooper, 6, models a 
children’s ensemble during an Aug. 16
fashion show at Concrete Theatre. 
Sponsored and organized by Claudia 
Marken of New 2 You Consignment, who 
was assisted by Samantha Hooper, the 
fundraiser let area women and girls model 
a variety of clothes for an evening, and 
brought in more than $700 toward the 
theater’s “Donate to Digital” campaign. 
“This was a first for me,” said Marken. “It 
was a collaborative effort.”

Above: A player goes up for the 
grab during a Youth Dynamics-
sponsored game of Ultimate 
Frisbee in Darrington Aug. 7. 
YD reps and students were in 
Darrington for a week in August, 
helping area families with 
landscaping and other tasks, and 
testing the waters for a YD program 
in town.

Above: Concrete’s Brandon Hopkins scrambles as an 
Anacortes defender gives chase during a Valley Midgets 
matchup in Concrete Aug. 25. Amidst valiant plays on both 
sides of the ball, Anacortes came out on top, 24–0.

Above: Hannah Rensink (in front) and Chloe Crosson wait with their goats for 
the judge during the 4-H goat competition at the Skagit County Fair Aug. 9. 
This was Chloe’s third trip to the show, but the first time out for Hannah and 
her siblings, Jonas and Sierra, who each brought their own goat.

Above: Cathy Olmstead of Brush Prairie, 
Wash., attacks the first of two slices of 
watermelon during the watermelon-eating 
contest at Cascade Days on Aug. 19. 
Olmstead, a regular at the contest, placed 
second this year in the adult division.

Right: A small army of Back to School 
Blessing volunteers gathered for a photo in 

August on the day they stuffed more than 
100 backpacks with school supplies for area 

children. The backpack handout was held 
Aug. 12, with 129 backpacks distributed. An 

additional 19 backpacks were given away 
during the Cascade Days Parade Aug. 18. 

Photo submitted by Sarita McReynolds.

Above: Dale Philips displays a surprise 
gift he received shortly before Cascade 
Days: a plaque from the Concrete Fire 
Dept. naming him honorary fireman and 
thanking him for his support of the dept.

Right: New Chevy Tahoes 
used by East Detachment 

Skagit County Sheriff’s 
deputies display lettering 

that ties them to their 
beat: “Serving the 

Concrete Community” 
was added below the 

standard lettering and 
logo. Concrete contracts 
with the SCSO for its law 

enforcement needs.

Left: Skagit County Historian Dan Royal 
(left) of Birdsview laughs with his father, 
Rev. Philip “Frontier Phil” Royal, before 
the elder Royal delivered the invocation 
during opening ceremonies at the 108th 
Meeting of the Skagit County Pioneer 
Association in La Conner on Aug. 2. 
Taking center stage that day were the 
Savage and Boyd families of Birdsview, 
who were honored as Pioneer Family 
of the Year; and the Rozema family, 
recognized as Family Contributing to the 
Pioneer Spirit.
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Council summary
   The Hamilton Town Council held a 
regular meeting July 10. Following is a 
summary of that meeting.

• Councilmember Richard Moore was 
voted in as Mayor Pro-tem for the 
next six months.

• Railroad Ave. water line asphalt 
bids were discussed. With three bids 
received, Lakeside Industries, Inc., 
submitted the most complete and 
lowest bid. Lakeside Industries was 
approved to pave the Railroad Ave. 
water line project.

• Clerk Susan West-Mani reported that 
the Street Fund was still too low and 
required careful spending. If the town 
continues to be cautious, the fund 
should be fine.

• Cas Hancock discussed the Emergency 
Water Plan she presented to council 
at the last meeting for any changes. 
Council members had submitted 
suggested changes to Hancock prior 
to this meeting. She would make the 
changes suggested and finalize the 

Emergency Water Plan to be part 
of the Comprehensive Water Plan. 
Council accepted the Emergency Water 
Plan with the suggested changes.

• Hancock sent out requests for bids on 
the Comprehensive Water Plan to five 
engineers.

• Hancock reported the water loss was 
reduced and at a good level. The 
Monthly Water Loss Report showed 
a 10 percent total water loss and a 6 
percent unaccounted for loss. This 
was a major improvement.

• Council was asked to review the 
charges to 401 Maple St. for a major 
leak and large water bill. West-Mani 
explained that the prior month’s water 
bill included charges from a large 
water leak and was paid through 
escrow. This month’s bill included 
some of the charges from the leak. 
Mayor Bates asked the new owners 
to wait until town read the meter next 
month to see what their normal usage 
is and then council would address the 
charges.

• Tom Selin reported potholes were 
patched on some streets.

Local band favorite Barefeet took the stage during Birdstock on Aug. 4. Hosted by Birdsview 
Brewing Company, the annual celebration of music and beer pulled in more than $700 for the 
Birdsview Fire Dept. From left, Jesse Eldridge, Jim Fichter, Ray Hambleton, Gibson Fichter, Josh 
Fichter. Other musicians that day included Jack Mattingly, Fortune 500, and Fanny Alger.

Birdsview Brewing Co. 
suffers break-in
   Thieves broke into Birdsview Brewing 
Company in late August, causing damage 
and making off with several items and a 
small amount of cash.
   Co-owner Kris Voigt said she discovered 
the break-in around 7:30 a.m. on Aug. 27. 
The thieves apparently had used a crowbar 
to break into the business through a door 
facing the beer garden. The phone lines 
were cut and exterior light bulbs had been 
unscrewed, she said.
   The thieves stole about $30 in cash 
from various locations in the business. 
They also took several miscellaneous 
items, including a first aid kit, boxes of 
bandages, and a flashlight. Money was the 
primary objective, since several perceived 
hiding places were disturbed.
   Voigt said the damages could have been 
worse, but they’ll increase their security 
measures nonetheless. “We’ve been too 
trusting. We feel violated,” she said.
   Call 911 if you have information that 
could lead to resolution of this crime.

—J. K. M.

Birdsview buzz
   Welcome to fall everyone! Sorry I 
missed last month’s Birdsview Buzz; I’ll 
try and make up for it this issue.

August birthdays
   3 Terri Claybo-Handrich
   4 Debbie Temple
   6 Jesse Eldridge
   8 Yvette Power
   10 Leann Howell
   17 Jesse Howell
   18 Keith Alesse, Heather Warner
   23 Amanda Garland
   27 Aimee Adkinson

September birthdays
   4 Kendra Lafayette, Robin Claybo
   7 Shile Magee
   11 Anita Conard
   14 Anita Levy
   16 Justin Garland
   23 Favorite middle child Nicolette 
    Voigt
   27 Liz Devries
   30 Kendal Havens

   Happy 37th Anniversary to my hubby 
Bill on Sept. 29.
   Birdstock 2012 was a success. Birds-
view Fire Dept. did well with food sales 
and donations, and the brewery donated 
through food, etc., just more than $700. 
Really glad it’s over!
   Cascade Days was a lot of fun this year 
as well. The beer garden sold out of beer, 
and there seemed to be more people and 
vendors in town this year. During the 
weekend of Aug. 18, we made a good 
showing at the Porterhouse Brewfest.
Another good time was had by all.
   We welcome back to this state our 
daughter Nicki and boyfriend Matt, all 
the way from New York City. Nicki’s 
been on the East Coast the last five years, 
working for Nordstrom, but she finally got 
a promotion and transfer back to Seattle.
So happy to have all five of my kids in the 
same state, and on the same side of the 
state again.
   That’s all the news for this month. Have 
a great month everyone.

—Kris Voigt

Ron Regan, CHS Class of 1959, hugs former classmate Penny Denson (her maiden name), CHS Class 
of 1962, as she and her classmates move through Concrete Town Center during the Cascade Days 
Parade Aug. 18. The Class of 1962 was one of many class floats in the parade. Photo by Barb Haight.

Parade 
Church/community
   Troup 74 Grand Marshal banner
Novelty
   Nile Shriners
Music
   1st: Sauerkraut Band
   2nd: Concrete High School Band 
Drill team
   1st: Concrete High School cheerleaders
   2nd: Mill Creek Saints drill team
Float
   Cascade Burgers
Antique auto
   Morris James, 1923 speedster
Farm vehicle
   Bert Walter, John Deere Model G
Class reunion
   Class of 1972
Animal
   Sedro-Woolley Rodeo queen
Log truck
   Leonard Hornbeck 
Commercial
   Puget Sound Energy
Grand Marshal Award
   Albert’s Red Apple Market

Pet Show
Best in Show
   1st: Valentine (Anais Gurrola)
   2nd: Bit (Aunya Carpenter)
Darn Cute
   1st: Riley (Mary Kuebelbeck)
   2nd: Rufus (Shane Luttrell)
Best Trick
   1st: Trigger (Melissa Hockett)
   2nd: Trax (Tanner Wilson)
Honorable Mention
   Miss Lily (Sherrill Coville)

Buttons* (alpha order)
   Carl Barmaster, Chris Barnes, Del Berner, 
Leonard Bernet, JoAnn Carpenter, Dee Clupp, 
Darin Covert.
   Lill Degjardnes, Gary Faber, Donne 
Fakkema, Andrea Fichter, Anna Frank, Terry 
Garrison, Doug Gates, Susan Haardy, Barbara 
Haight, Nick Hoffman, Terry Hollard, Fern 
Hopper.
   Ray Keller, Marcey Kinney, Ember 
LaBounty, Verna LaFlura, Steve Mill, Vergina 
Moore, Adolph Nieshe, Cheri Ogle, Wes 
Parker, Sally Pfeifer, Dave Pfeiffer, Doris 
Prisel.
   Andrey Ress, Adrienne Smith, Betty Taylor, 
Ryan Taylor, Ed Vogg, Keith Wachter, Phylis 
Walters, Shana Weiderman, Nancy Wolke, 
Shirley Young.
* Prizes are available at Albert’s Red Apple Market.

Show-and-Shine Car Show
   Cascade Days Show-and-Shine welcomed 
73 cars to this year’s event. Merchant- or 
individual-sponsored trophies went to (alpha 
by last name):
   Brian Adkins, Jackie Aldridge, Pam 
Aldridge, Bacon Baumgardner, Tom Berger, 
Vic Carpine, Jeff Cory, Kathy Dahlbeck.
   John Gronemyer, Walt Grosjean, Mike 
Harris, Peggy Hatley, Vern Heith, Jeff 
Huffstetter, Morris James, Kevin Jarmin, 
Margaret Johnson, Melvin Lang, John and 
Diane Lindell, Alan Lindquist.
   Robert McNamara, Art Miller, Virgil 
Mellick, Bob Mollgaard, Mike Parish, Dave 
Pearson, Rick Ricci, Juan Rodriguez, Tammy 
and Zeke Ross, John Schilstra, Ken and Sharon 
Vanderhyde, Rich Warbus, Terry Wilson.

Log Show
Axe Throw
   1st: Danny Coward
   2nd: Dave Dellinger
   3rd: Kodie Nick
Stock Chain Saw
   1st: Jarima Lenz
   2nd: Lee Williamson
   3rd: Dave Dellinger
Modified Chain Saw
   1st: Lee Williamson
   2nd: Dave Dellinger
   3rd: Judd Williams
Unlimited Chain Saw
   1st: Lee Williamson
   2nd: Jarima Lenz
   3rd: Dave Dellinger
2-Man Crosscut Saw
   1st: Lee Williamson, Dave Dellinger
   2nd: Judd Wilson, Jarima Lenz
   3rd: Kodie Nick, Nickoel Nick
3-Man Relay
   1st: Jerima Lenz, Kodie Nick, Ryan Moore
   2nd: Dave Dellinger, DJ Mitchell, Lee 
      Williamson
Choker Race, adult
   1st: Kodie Nick
   2nd: George Nick
   3rd: Jarima Lenz
Choker Race, 12 and under
   1st: Tanner Wilson
   2nd: Grayson Luttrell

*As provided by Cascade Days organizers.

Jams and Jellies
1st Place
   Bonnie Drake
2nd Place
   Nick Nickelson 
3rd Place
   Judy Olson

Firemen’s Muster 
Best Overall
   Marblemount Volunteer Fire Department
No other results provided.

Madison Renzelman and Tyler Charnholm show 
off their bike prizes for winning the kids’ scavenger 
hunt during Cascade Days. The bikes were 
donated by the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office. 
“I can’t say enough good about them,” said 
children’s events organizer Gladys Silrus.

Cascade Days
w i n n e r s*

Food bank blaze “just
a little disturbance”
   A fire at Hamilton Community Food 
Bank Aug. 20 caused flame and smoke 
damage, but early detection prevented it 
from being worse, according to former 
food bank office manager Larry Weston.
   The blaze was spotted by a passerby who 
reported it around 8:30 p.m. The fire was 
located in the kitchen of the food bank’s 
office building, where Hamilton Fire Dept. 
Chief Nick Bates and other investigators 
found three stove burners and the oven’s 
broiler turned on high. Shelving next to 
the stove caught fire, destroying it and 
other items in the kitchen. The fire is being 
considered an act of arson.
   While inconvenient, the fire didn’t slow 
down food bank operations, said Weston. 
“We were open the next day,” he said, 
adding that community members have been 
sending cash, furniture, and other donations 
to replace damaged items. The food bank’s 
36 volunteers are back on the job too.
   “They’re extraordinary. They love to 
serve,” said Weston.

—J. K. M.

Kodie Nick tosses an axe at a target during the 
Log Show at Cascade Days.

Watermelon-eating*
Kids group I
   1st: Mackenzie Wilson
   2nd: Alex Hoeflein
Kids group II
   1st: Justice Holgate
   2nd: Shayne Luttrell
Adults
   1st: Nathan Renzelman
   2nd: Cathy Olmstead

*Pie-eating results not available.

A Fine and Pleasant Misery:
The Humor of Pat McManus

A two-act, family-friendly play performed by Tim Behrens
Darrington High School Auditorium

Sat., Sept. 22, 7:30 p.m. — Tickets $25, sold at Darrington IGA

Pet Show
1st Place
   Cochise, with Sandy B.
All other entrants placed.
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Darrington
Pioneering Today
Harvest and preservation
By Melissa K. Norris

   September is a major harvest and 
preserving month in the Skagit Valley. We 
may not have to depend upon our own 
pantry to feed us exclusively through the 
winter months, but if you want to feed 
your family healthfully and inexpensively, 
putting up some of your summer harvest is 
a must.
   There are four ways to preserve food: 
canning, freezing, drying, and pickling. 
Each has its own merit and works better 
with some foods than others. I prefer to 
can as many foods as possible, so the chest 
freezer is available for our beef. We butcher 
and raise our own cattle, so trying to put 
half a beef in a freezer can make the shelves 
pretty cramped.
   I can green beans, October beans, stewed 
tomatoes, tomato sauce, salsa, apple 
pie filling, applesauce, raspberry jam, 
strawberry jam, and rhubarb strawberry jam. 
The grapes are a bit behind this year, so I’ll 
be making grape jelly the first of October.
   I pickle cucumbers in several variations: 
garlic dill, bread and butter, and mustard 
relish. Beets are a great pickled veggie, and 
zucchini makes a wonderful relish as well.
   I freeze most of our blueberries and 
raspberries, but dehydrated blueberries 
are great. I haven’t tried the raspberries. 
Before the invention of Mason canning jars 
in 1858, all fruits and vegetables had to be 
dried if a cellar wasn’t available to keep 
them fresh in barrels and crates.
   I freeze zucchini two ways. For baking, 
I shred and freeze two cups in bags (the 
amount needed for my Double Chocolate 
Zucchini Bread and Blueberry Zucchini 
Muffins (both recipes are available at www.
melissaknorris.com). I also chop it and 
freeze for soups, stir fries, and casseroles. 
Corn and peas freeze well; many times I 
toss a bunch of veggies together for my own 
stir-fry mix.
   Even if you don’t have a garden, purchase 
local produce in bulk when it’s in season 
and preserve it for the winter months.

Melissa K. Norris is a Christian fiction 
novelist who lives in Rockport. Find her 
online at www.melissaknorris.com.

Above: Bruce Blacker 
from Oso stands outside 
the old City Hall building in 
Darrington Aug. 25. Blacker 
has begun renovation of the 
1940s concrete structure, 
which will house a distillery, 
brew pub, and restaurant. He 
hopes to open for business 
by early summer 2013.

Briefly ...
   “A Fine and Pleasant Misery: The 
Humor of Pat McManus,” performed 
by Tim Behrens, will take the stage at 
Darrington High School auditorium on 
Sat., Sept. 22, a 7:30 p.m.
   Behrens, who has been compared to 
Mark Twain and Bill Cosby, will bring 
to life many of the characters, incidents, 
and accidents found in the writings of 
Patrick F. McManus, who remains one 
of America’s funniest writers of outdoor 
humor.
   Sponsored by Darrington IGA and 
Darrington Community Center, the two-
act, family-friendly play begins as “Pat” 
rummages through an old trunk. Each 

discovery—a piece of tent, the slingshot 
“Whomper,” his collection of dried 
road kill, a cracked brace from his sled, 
“Rosebud”—triggers recollections of a 
childhood incident.
   Tickets are available at Darrington IGA; 
admission is $25. Proceeds will benefit 
Darrington Community Center.
   For more information, call Darrington 
IGA at 360.436.0141.
   Marlene Ross (www.wacon.com) 
had an interesting day on Sun., Aug. 19, 
when Shannon Tweed, wife of Gene 
Simmons (yes, that Gene Simmons—of 
KISS), her daughter, Sophie, and friend 
Nick Marshall arrived in a chauffeur-
driven limousine and bought one of Ross’ 
magnificent giant Alaskan Malamute 
dogs. Tweed and company’s visit also 

included a stop at the Burger Barn for 
Darrington-sized hamburgers.
   The public has another opportunity to 
comment on proposed Suiattle River Rd. 
repairs on the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
National Forest through Sept. 10. The 
Federal Highway Administration has 
developed an Amended Environmental 
Assessment, incorporating more than 
400 public comments received from the 
March release of the Suiattle River Rd. 
Environmental Assessment.
   Hard copies of the amended assessment 
are available for review at the Darrington 
Ranger Station, 1405 Emens Ave. N., 
Darrington; and Darrington Library, 1005 
Cascade St.
   Comments can be e-mailed to wfl.
suiattleriverroad@dot.gov or snail-mailed 

to Federal Highway Administration, 
Attn: Denise Steele, 610 East Fifth St., 
Vancouver, WA 98661-3893.
   Mountain Loop Books and Coffee 
held its grand opening Aug. 18. The 
bookstore has been open for several 
months, but until now there was no coffee 
or tea.
   “I’ve been working on the coffee side 
of the building every day since we opened 
the bookstore,” said Tony Gobroski, who 
owns the bookstore with his wife, Amy 
Levi-Gobroski. “We also plan to create a 
nice garden sitting area behind the store in 
the spring, complete with a water feature, 
tables, landscaping, and a nice view of 
Whitehorse.”

—Marla Skaglund

Darrington IGA

d.iga@frontier.com

“Hometown Proud”
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Locally  
owned by people 

you can trust!

Randy Ashe, Kevin and Sheila Ashe, owners.

Inset: The two-story former City Hall also housed the 
town’s fire department and police station—complete 
with a basement jail—in its day. More recently it 
housed the local food bank.

Old City Hall building 
to begin a new life
By Marla Skaglund

   A friend’s suggestion prompted Bruce 
Blacker to ask the Darrington City 
Council about leasing the old City Hall 
building. He had an idea about what could 
be done with it.
   Blacker, who owns the Blacker Shake 
Mill in Oso, is working to transform 
the building, located on the corner of 
Darrington St. and Elwell Ave., into 
a distillery, brew pub, and restaurant. 
His agreement with the city to lease the 
building for two years, with an option to 
buy, includes making all the necessary 
repairs. Blacker’s goal is a successful 
business with minimal investment. 
   Sean Hoines, Blacker’s partner in the 
distillery section of the building, had the 
idea for the old City Hall, but is in failing 
health, so Blacker plans to buy out his 
share.
   Blacker has been doing most of the work 
himself, with the help of his son Dirk and 
daughter Allison, cleaning and removing 
items left behind by previous tenants, 
including the local food bank. Permits 
have been obtained and inspections have 
begun. By September, the plaster had been 
repaired and the building had gotten a new 
coat of paint and a new roof, something 
not seen for decades. Blacker already is 
chatting up adjacent land owners, testing 
the waters for future expansion.

   To save on out-of-pocket expenses, 
Blacker reached out to his network of 
skilled tradespeople who have donated 
their time to make necessary repairs while 
he has supplied the parts and materials.
   “The City of Darrington has been more 
than generous with anything I need to get 
this project done,” he added.
   Once the building has been renovated 
and production has started, Blacker has 
plans to offer tours of the building, three 
days each week for four or five hours each 
day at first. The doors will close by 8:30 
or 9 p.m.
   Blacker hopes to have the brewery and 
restaurant open by summer 2013, in time 
for visiting tourists. Because of the state 
regulations on brewing time, distilling can 
be as long as 18 months, and product won’t 
be available to the public as quickly as 
brewed beer, which can be ready in a year.
   Blacker chose the 1940s-era, concrete, 
two-story building because of its character 
and the memories it holds for the 
community.
   “You don’t find buildings like this 
anymore,” he said.
   He plans to hire locals, particularly 
in the restaurant. “Brewing beer and 
distilling doesn’t require a large crew,” 
he said. “I’ve had several calls from 
backyard brewers offering their services. 
It’ll be a tough choice.”
   He’s hoping the new venture will be an 
economic draw for Darrington and that it 
will become a destination site during the 
community festivals and events.

Below: Tanner Wilson from Concrete 
proudly holds a feather duster he claimed 
to be considering during the annual 
Rockport Fire Dept. Garage Sale Aug. 
3–5. Wilson’s sister, Mackenzie, is behind 
him. This year’s garage sale pulled in 
$2,565 for the volunteer fire department.

Right: Skagit River Bald Eagle Awareness 
Team members manage the tables during 

the group’s garage sale fundraiser 
Aug. 25. From left, Leatha Sullivan, Judy 

Hemenway, and Ember LaBounty. The 
event raised $917 for SRBEAT; organizers 

donated the remaining items to the 
Concrete Theatre Yard Sale.

Below: Another round of guests from 
Wounded Warriors in Action were treated 
to a salmon barbecue—courtesy of 
Concrete Lions Club members—after 
a bear hunt Aug. 4. The veterans were 
hosted by John and Corrina Koenig of 
John’s Guide Service in Rockport. From 
left, Troy Givens, Justin Hall, Kevin Abell, 
volunteer guide Brian Bennett, John 
Koenig, Randy Ross, Larry Mosbey, Bill 
Newby, and Andy Anderson. Kneeling is 
Corrina Koenig.



parlor on Main Street. Catechism classes 
were organized, and the young teachers 
knew little more than the children they 
were attempting to teach. There was also 
a choir, consisting of six or eight young 
girls.
   Two years later, a communique dated 
June 18, 1912, from The Catholic Church 
Extension Society of the U.S.A. to Bishop 
Edward John O’Dea of the Diocese of 
Seattle, stated that a gift of $500 ($11,448 
in 2012 dollars) was designated toward 
“the erection of a church to be named St. 
Catherine in Concrete, Washington.”
   St. Catherine Mission Church, as we 
know it today, is mentioned in a letter 
written by Father Barrett to Bishop 
O’Dea, dated Nov. 25, 1912, stating “the 
church (St. Catherine) is now under way 
and will be finished by Christmas.”
An exact date for the consecration and 
first mass for St. Catherine Mission has 
not yet been found.
   The church was described as a plain, 
boxlike building with many steep 
(wooden) steps straight up to it. There was 
a curtained confessional in the sanctuary. 
Coal oil lamps with reflectors adorned the 
walls for illumination. Heat was provided 
by a box heater and the stove pipe reached 
several yards across the church.
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NewhalemMarblemount

Firefighters from the Marblemount Volunteer Fire Department came, saw, and 
conquered—again—during the Firemen’s Muster events at Cascade Days 
on Aug. 18. Their efforts ensured that “the boot” will stay in Marblemount for 
another year. The department took home the unique trophy last year too. 
Posing after the Muster are: Back row, from left, Bob Hopfield, Bob Garrison, 
Chief Larry Schroder, Jeremy Langley. Kneeling, from left, Abe Meyer, David 
Carson.

North Cascades 
National Park gets 
a cut of National 
Park Fund 

   Washington’s National Park Fund 
announced in August it has distributed 
more than $300,000 in grants this summer 
to Mount Rainier, North Cascades, and 
Olympic National Parks.
  “The grants that the park received this 
year from Washington’s National Park 
Fund help us to continue our work to 
reach new audiences and provide fun and 
memorable family experiences,” said 
Charles Beall, acting Superintendent of 
North Cascades National Park Complex. 
“We appreciate the many individuals who 
love their parks and offer support for 
them through Washington’s National Park 
Fund.”
   North Cascades National Park received 

$51,750 in grants, according to Jessie 
Bullis, director of development for WNPF.
• $15,000 for revegetation of the North 

and South Fork Camps near Bridge 
Creek, which has begun to show large 
areas of bare ground and impact to an 
archaeological site.

• $6,400 to Pathways to Youth in the 
City, which engages youth from 
urban areas in the park. This project 
will allow a park ranger to visit youth 
centers or programs in the greater 
Puget Sound area as a presenter and/
or participant.

• $11,600 to help bus students into 
the park, as well as providing 
transportation for student groups 
to take the ferry into Stehekin. 
Estimations for this program would 
provide transportation for at least 400 
youth within six school districts and 
organizations.

• $10,600 to fund supervision for a 
youth work crew. In partnership 

with Youth Conservation Corps, this 
program provides six Skagit Valley 
teenagers with their first paid job 
within the park. For this program to 
reach its full potential, an experienced 
crew leader and assistant crew leader 
will be needed. Their duties will 
vary, from developing to curriculum 
and goals to supervising actual work 
projects.

• $2,350 for the Grizzly Bear Outreach 
Project to revise, print, and distribute a 
Bear Safe brochure with comprehensive 
information on bear safety.

   An ongoing scholarship program 
also exists, designed to support park 
rangers and their needs to further their 
education. Over the course of the year, 
the scholarship has enabled park rangers 
from North Cascades National Park to 
receive safety education. The scholarship 
was made possible by a donation from the 
Arum family. 
   The National Park Fund is the official 

nonprofit partner for the three largest 
national parks in Washington, and 
works with the park superintendents to 
fund priority projects. During the past 
five years, WNPF has distributed more 
than $1.4 million to support projects in 
the following focus areas: science and 
research, youth and family programs, 
volunteerism and stewardship, and visitor 
experiences.
   Contributions are raised through a wide 
variety of sources, including revenue 
from Washington’s national park specialty 
license plates and donations from private 
individuals, corporations, and foundations.
   Washington’s National Park Fund is the 
only philanthropic organization dedicated 
exclusively to supporting Olympic, North 
Cascades, and Mount Rainier National 
Parks through tax-deductible charitable 
contributions.
   To learn more about Washington’s 
National Park Fund, go to www.wnpf.org.

—Washington’s National Park Fund

HHHHHHHHHHFor current happenings and specials, find us on Facebook!HHHHHHHHHHH
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A waiver and race details will be e-mailed or snail-mailed to you.  
You must return the waiver to Concrete Herald by July 23 to be eligible to race.
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Upper Skagit Valley by  
advertising in the 2013 
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The Travelers’ Guide will showcase 
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Countywide burn ban 
remains in effect
   SKAGIT COUNTY — A burn ban 
implemented by the Skagit County Fire 
Marshal’s Office Aug. 17 remains in effect 
for unincorporated areas of Skagit County. 
Outdoor fires are limited to recreational 
burning only.
   Recreational fires are those used for 
cooking and pleasure and consist of only 
charcoal or firewood. All recreational fires 
must meet the following criteria:
• Fires must be in an enclosure that is a 

minimum of 18 inches high, no larger 
than three feet across, and made of 
cement block, stones, or #10 gauge 
steel.

• Burned materials must be kept lower 
than the sidewalls of the enclosure.

• All fires must have on-site: A charged 
garden hose or two five-gallon 
buckets of water or a five-gallon 
Class A fire extinguisher with a 
shovel.

• Fires must be 10 feet from any 
standing timber, and no tree branches 
can be within 10 feet above the 
enclosure.

• At least one person 16 years of age 
or older who is capable of putting the 
fire out must be present at all times.

   Debris-burning fires are not allowed until 
further notice. Yard waste and construction 
debris can be recycled and disposed of 
instead of burned. For complete lists of 
alternatives to burning and for recreational 
burning conditions, go to www.skagitcounty.
net. For more information or questions 
regarding open burning in Skagit County, 
contact the Skagit County Fire Warden at 
360.428.3293.
   Anyone living within city limits of any 
of the incorporated cities or towns, should 
contact their city fire department for 
current burning restrictions.
   The permanent open burning ban 
remains in effect in the cities of Anacortes, 
Burlington, Concrete, Hamilton, La 
Conner, Lyman, Mount Vernon, Sedro-
Woolley, and their urban growth areas. For 
more information on the burn ban in these 
cities, contact the Northwest Clean Air 
Agency at 800.622.4627 or go to www.
nwcleanair.org.
   Anyone whose property falls under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Natural 
Resources should call 360.856.3500 for 
burn permit information.

Citizens for Forest 
Roads continues 
work near 
Marblemount
   Like Darrington-based Darrington Area 
Friends for Public Use, Citizens for Forest 
Roads has been bringing volunteer muscle 
to bear on forest roads that have suffered 
because of budget cuts.
   Doug Huddle, a representative with 
the group, reported in late July that 
“brushing” of the first 1.5 miles of Bacon 
Creek Rd. near Marblemount was to be 
done in August. The group accomplished 
that, clearing all alder and willow from 
that site. Huddle said they’ll return to 
Bacon Creek Rd. for more work this fall.
   Like DAFPU, CFR also has its eyes on 
Illabot Creek Rd.—good news for area 

hikers and fishers who use that road to 
reach back-country lakes.
   CFR’s August calendar included:
• Rebrushing about one mile of Forest 

Road 3610 during the third or fourth 
weekend in August, in preparation 
for the Forest Service performing 
a scheduled repair and upgrade 
project on the 36 and 3610 roads in 
September.

• Brushing of FR 1775 on the Iron 
Mountain proper section and beyond 
to the road end.

   Huddle reported that Congress had 
reauthorized Title II RAC grants for 
one more year, so CFR submitted six 
more applications in August. The group 
sponsored and submitted a 2011 grant 
application that provided $51,000 for the 
36/3610 Repair and Upgrade work.
   For more information or to volunteer, 
contact Doug Huddle at 360.220.5393.

—J. K. M.

Church, cont. from p. 5

Catholics in the valley
   The early history of Catholic activity 
in the Upper Skagit river valley area 
is a colorful tale of pioneers: the Ed 
O’Briens, the Henry Martins, the Roderick 
O’Connors, and the Bill Porters, among 
others. The story began in the Rockport 
area, where in 1902, a Father LaRue 
ventured eastward from Sedro-Woolley 
and was welcomed into the Henry Martin 
homestead cabin about six miles southeast 
of Rockport, across the Skagit River, and 
thus the first Masses were held in the 
Upper Valley.
   A 1910 annual report from St. Mary’s 
Parish (now known as Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish) in Sedro-Woolley, 
noted that the mission to Concrete was 
established during that year, according to 
archives from the Archdiocese of Seattle.
   That same year, Mass was first said in 
Concrete (formerly known as Baker). 
Father James F. Barrett, eventually to 
be named the first pastor of Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and St. Catherine, would 
arrive once a month by train from Sedro-
Woolley. He sought out the Catholics 
in the area, and finally had eight or 10 
families attending Mass in the funeral 

Repeat performance
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Seniors
   Use your common sense—that 
inner magnet that automatically 
draws you through the decision-
making process; that is, the sound 
and prudent judgment based on a 
simple perception of the situation 
or facts.
   Voltaire once said, “Common 
sense is not so common.” He was 
right. Often, people overthink 
simple things to such an extent that 
they miss the obvious. Sometimes 
this is because of preconceived 
notions; other times it’s a simple 
matter of “this question’s too 
simple. There’s got to be more to 
it.”
   You’ve slept on decisions and 
awakened with the answers in 
the morning. You’ve made snap 
decisions because you had to. 
You’ve dwelt on it, analyzed it, 
and it worked. We’re talking about 
that little glow of experience we 
use to draw on everything we’ve 
done. As a magnet attracts iron and 
produces a magnetic field external 
to itself, so too do we want to draw 
on experience—draw on the spark 
that flashes in our brain.

   Yes, the creams that make you 
look younger are inviting, as are 
the diets that will make you live 
forever, and the pill that will allow 
you to run a marathon and live 
through it. The perfect life is just 
a mouse click or phone call away, 
but remember what Mark Twain 
said: “A man who carries a cat by 
the tail learns something he can 
learn in no other way.”
   I suppose change is the name 
of the game. Betterment is the 
goal. “I want to be a better me,” is 
the song in your heart—stronger, 
faster, prettier, younger—without 
breaking the original mold.
   It must be easy to be a senior 
citizen. You just work all your life, 
save as much money as you can, 
then quit work. It’s simple, so we 
are told. It sounds easy.
   But there are a few other 
requirements that must be added to 
the mix. Being a senior citizen isn’t 
as easy as it seems on the surface. 
You can’t just lie back and age. 
Things must change for the better 
and for more happiness. There’s 
where the decision-making process 
kicks in. Just how do you want 
to gain that peace and happiness, 
grace in old age, and having a 
positive impact on others through 
the way you present yourself? It 
comes down to setting goals and 
making positive decisions.
   As unfortunate as it may seem, 
you are going to endure the results 
of your decisions. Kick around 
any decisions with a close friend 
or relative. They might have a 
different magnet to draw on, and 
sometimes two magnets are better 
than one.

Patrick M. Kennedy is the author
of Being a Senior Citizen. Find it 
at www.funwithretirement.com.

mangled hand.
   The man had suffered from 
epileptic attacks—a fact that 
was not known when he was put 
to work on the saw. An attack 
came on as he was working near 
the blade, and he fell into the 
machinery.
   Reports from the hospital are 
that he is getting along as well as 
may be expected. X-rays are being 
taken to determine the extent of his 
head injury, and it is possible that 
he may lose some of the injured 
fingers on his hand.

60 years ago
   Sept. 11, 1952: In the biggest 
blaze that has occurred in the 
Upper Valley in many years, the 
Rockport Hotel, a landmark of that 
community since 1900, burned to 
the ground Sunday morning.
   All occupants escaped in plenty 
of time, but only a few items of 
furniture and clothing were saved 
as the flames quickly drove out 
the Rockport firemen and began to 
consume the building.
   The fire started in a bathroom on 
the upper floor at around 6:30 a.m. 
It was found by Marvin Olson, 
who gave the alarm and awakened 
the other people in the building. 
The Rockport Volunteer Fire Dept. 
was on the job immediately and for 
a time was able to hold the flames 
in check in three rooms upstairs. 
But soon the blaze began to set 
other parts of the building on fire, 
and they were unable to stop the 
spread.
   The Concrete Fire Dept. pumper 
arrived on the scene about 7 a.m. 
and began pumping water from 
the river. By this time, however, 
the two pumpers and all available 

80 years ago
   Sept. 22, 1932: Nine members of 
the Rockport 4-H clubs received 
cash prize awards for their work 
on projects entered at the county 
exhibit held in Burlington on 
Aug. 26–27. Nearly the entire 
membership of the two local 
clubs attended the exhibition, 
accompanied by their leaders, Mrs. 
J. Y. Stafford and Mrs. W. A. Porter 
for the girls, and Bert Pressentin 
for the boys.
   The two groups carried off 15 
prizes at the county exhibit in 
competition with hundreds of 
entries from all parts of the county.
   Nine of the awards were blue 
ribbons and carried cash prizes.
   Among the list of names turned 
in by the judges were those of 
Norma Wiseman, best darned 
stocking; Eileen Gustafson, best 
kitchen holder; Alice McGarry, 
best quilt; Jean Pressentin, 
Bonnie Bradshaw, and Florence 
Buller, best cakes in different 
classes; Bernard Porter, carrots 
and cabbage; Martin Pressentin, 
tomatoes and corn; Ben Bradshaw, 
rutabagas and corn.
   The juniors also were given 
recognition for their artistic 
displays of cut flowers.

70 years ago
   Sept. 24, 1942: Louis Shrader 
of Sauk, working his first day as 
sawyer at the Skagit Stave Mill 
in Concrete, was severely injured 
Monday when he fell into the 
moving saw. He received a deep 
gash above his eye and a badly 

Coffee Break
Your common sense
By Patrick Kennedy

Concrete Center
September 2012

Activities

Lunch served
Mon. – Fri., noon

Mondays
   9:30 a.m.    Beginning quilting
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   9:30 a.m.    Men’s group
   11:30 a.m.    Couponing
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Tuesdays
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   10 a.m.     Dominoes
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Wednesdays
   9:30 a.m.    Advanced quilting
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   10:30 a.m.    Blood pressure checks:
        Sept. 12
   11 a.m.     Advisory Board mtg.:
        Sept. 12
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo
   12:30 p.m.    Bingo: Sept. 12 and 26

Thursdays
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.   Wii Sports play
   9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.   Foot care by appt.
   12:30 p.m.    Skip Bo

Fridays
   9:30 a.m.    Jigsaw puzzle
   10 a.m.     Movie (viewers’ choice)
   12:30 p.m.    Dominoes

Coming events*
9/13 All Centers Picnic at Riverfront Park
    Sedro-Woolley
9/14 Salmon BBQ hosted by Concrete
    Lions Club
9/19 Food Handlers Testing for nutrition
    volunteers
9/21 Volunteer Bingo Night
9/25 Living Well with Diabetes class
    10 a.m.
9/27 Culinary Taste Panel
    Burlington Senior Center

*Details published in September newsletter.
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hydrants could only check the 
fire and prevent spread to nearby 
buildings.
   The building was owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. Gurney Stafford, who 
have been operating the hotel and 
tavern since they purchased it from 
Neil McLeod two years ago.

50 years ago
   Sept. 20, 1962: The current from 
a 440-volt electric pump grounded 
through the body of 19-year-old 
Marvin Harris last Saturday while 
he was at work at the Van Horn mill.
   Harris had been preparing to 
start a pump on the bank of the log 
pond. When he took hold of the 
valve handle to open the pump, 
the heavy voltage “froze” him to 
the metal. The current was quickly 
turned off and he fell backward 
into the pond.
   Fellow workmen immediately 
pulled him out and began artificial 
respiration, which was continued 
until the inhalator crew of the 
Concrete Fire Dept. arrived to 
take over. Dr. Monzingo gave all 
possible emergency treatment 
and directed the attempts at 
resuscitation that were continued 
during the ambulance trip to the 
hospital, but efforts were futile 
and Harris was declared dead upon 
arrival there.

40 years ago
   Sept. 7, 1972: In what Governor 
Dan Evans called “the longest 
continuous highway dedication 
in history,” the North Cascades 
Highway opening on Saturday was 
commemorated with ceremonies in 
Winthrop, Newhalem, and Sedro-
Woolley.
   Charles M. Dwelley of Concrete, 
past president of the North Cascades 
Highway Association and former 
Concrete Herald publisher, deli-
vered the main address during the
program at Sedro-Woolley, outlin-
ing the history of the association 
and the highway.

   When the Medicare program was installed by the government years 
ago, it became clear to me that it would only cover a certain percentage 
of the insurance needed. It was up to the individual to buy insurance 
to cover the rest. After considering a few providers, I chose the plan 
proposed by AARP and have paid monthly for this coverage ever since.
   What was so difficult understanding this? Or do some people 
understand but turn a blind eye, so to speak? The piper must be paid in 
the final analysis.

   With so much evidence that sooner or later a lie will be revealed and 
the person lying will be punished one way or another depending on the 
depth of the lie, why do people still engage in this useless practice?
   Ignorance, of course, factors into this activity. But is ignorance bliss? 
Is there a difference between a lie and an excuse? Does the addition of 
excuse excuse the lie?
   Severe punishment of little children may encourage the practice 
of lying at an early age. When do parents learn that reason is a more 
effective way to deal with children than punishment regardless of its 
severity? But that is another subject.

   Melinda Gates has a mission: Introduce birth control methods to the 
women of the poorest countries of the world. Here’s to Melinda Gates!
   Cheers!

An occasional comment
By Jeanne Malbrain
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July 13
   While on routine patrol, a deputy 
spotted a suspicious male leave his truck 
in the area of Delvan Hill Rd. near Sedro-
Woolley. The deputy observed the male 
enter a shed on the property. The male 
was contacted and told the deputy he had 
permission to be there. The male was told 
to leave, and his story was checked. No 
charges were filed.
   A caller in the 29000 block of Lyman 
Hamilton Highway near Lyman reported 
missing her pressure washer that normally 
is stored in her carport. She believed it 
had been taken in the last day. No suspects 
at this time.
July 14
   A caller in the 29000 block of Lyman 
Hamilton Highway near Lyman reported 
having her home burglarized while she 
was gone for the day. The back door was 
entered and cash was taken. Deputies 
attempted to lift some prints and have 
possible suspect information.
  The Sheriff’s Office received reports of 
a man who had fallen out of his boat in 
the Skagit River between Hamilton and 
Lyman. The boat was located along with 
a dog; however, the man was not found. 
Two helicopters, two Sheriff’s Office 
boats, and numerous Search and Rescue 
volunteers were activated. The search 
lasted three days before it was called 
off. Future searches of the area will be 
conducted.
July 15
   Deputies stopped a vehicle on SR 9 near 
Beaver Lake Rd. in Clear Lake, in the 
early evening hours. The male driver was 
slurring his speech and smelled heavily 
of intoxicants. He agreed to field sobriety 
tests, but failed them. He was arrested for 
DUI. The blood-alcohol-content reading 
was over the legal limit. He was later 
released to family.
July 16
   A female caller from the 32000 block 
of Hamilton Cemetery Rd. near Lyman 
reported that her back door had been 
kicked in and numerous items stolen. 
The female said she was gone for only 
eight hours. Latent prints were lifted and 
possible suspects are being sought. Cash 
was the main item taken.
July 17
   A citizen reported his car was entered 
while it was parked in the 8200 block of 
Collins Rd. near Sedro-Woolley. Several 
items were stolen, including a computer 
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and backpack. No suspects at this time.
   A deputy spotted a vehicle traveling on 
Cook Rd. in Sedro-Woolley pass another 
car, crossing over the double yellow 
line. The vehicle was stopped and the 
deputy could immediately smell the odor 
of intoxicants coming from the driver. 
The driver submitted to voluntary tests, 
and it was determined that he was too 
intoxicated to drive. He was arrested for 
DUI, processed, and released to his house.
  Deputies responded to the 40000 
block of Cape Horn Rd. in Birdsview in 
reference to a male subject violating a 
court order. Deputies located the subject 
on top of a large storage container 
refusing to come down. A deputy climbed 
a ladder and attempted to take him into 
custody, but the suspect jumped down 
only to be met by the second deputy. He 
was taken to the ground and handcuffed. 
He was later booked into jail.
July 18
   A caller in the 13000 block of SR 9 
in Clear Lake reported several sheets of 
plywood stolen. They had been used to 
board up doors. Deputies are investigating 
and may have leads.
   A homeowner in the 31000 block of 
Cedar Flats Lane near Lyman reported 
workers in the area trespassing on his 
land. It was determined that a neighbor 
was having some tree work done when 
the complainant demanded that they be 
removed from the area. The workers were 
gone upon the deputies’ arrival. No threats 
were made and no crime was committed.
   A caller from the 37000 block of Cape 
Horn Rd. near Hamilton said her home 
had been burglarized sometime during the 
previous three weeks. Several “trinkets” 
were taken. Deputies checked the area for 
evidence. Investigation is ongoing.
   A female caller stated she was parked 
near the post office in Concrete and 
noticed that when she got back to her car, 
someone had taken her belongings. Cash 
and social security cards were stolen. 
Deputies are following up leads. No 
arrests at this time.
July 20
   A caller from the 46000 block of Baker 
Loop Rd. near Concrete called to report 
her vehicle had been shot with paint 
balls. She noticed two strikes on the side 
of her car. She also noticed gas caps 
missing from three of her vehicles, with 
gas missing. No suspects at this time, but 
deputies have leads.
July 21
   A caller from the 22000 block of 
Rhoades Rd. in Sedro-Woolley called to 
report an overnight burglary to his shop. 
He said several tools were taken. Deputies 
located evidence at the scene and are 

Assembly of God
Concrete Assembly of God
45734 Main St., Concrete; 853.8042
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Tue.: Men’s meeting, 8:30 a.m.
Wed.: Adult Bible study, 6 p.m.
Thur.: Women’s Bible study, 6:30 p.m.
Bruce Martin, pastor

North Cascade Community Church
59850 SR 20, Marblemount
360.873.2504 // www.mmag.net
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wed.: Teen Connection, 6 p.m.
           Women’s Ministry, 2 p.m. (2nd, 4th, 
          and 5th Wed.)
Thur.: Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m.
Dave Nichols, pastor
E-mail: pastordave@fastmail.fm

Baptist
First Baptist Church
12732 Hemlock St., Clear Lake
360.856.2767
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wed.: 7 p.m.
John Batts, pastor
E-mail: pastorjohn@firstbaptistclearlake.com

Hamilton First Baptist Church
797 Hamilton Cemetery Rd. at SR 20
Office: 360.826.3307
Sunday School: 9:40 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Ron Edwards, pastor

Lyman Baptist Church
31441 W. Main St., Lyman
Office: 360.826.3287
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Catholic
St. Catherine Mission Church
45603 Limestone St., Concrete
Mail: 719 Ferry St., Sedro-Woolley
Office: 360.855.0077
Weekday hours: 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Sat. Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Father Martin Bourke, pastor
www.svcc.us/scm

Covenant
Community Covenant Church
12605 Highway 9, Clear Lake
360.856.1023 // covenant@wavecable.com
www.clearlakecov.org
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.

Call for weekly youth group/Bible studies
Tim Hedberg, pastor

Free Methodist
Day Creek Chapel
31438 S. Skagit Hwy, Sedro-Woolley
Office 360.826.3696
Rick Miles, pastor
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Tue.: Women’s Bible study, 9:30 a.m.
Thur.: Bible study at Mt. Vernon Manor, 
6:45 p.m.
Fri.: Dinner/Bible study at Miles’ 6:30 p.m.

Methodist
Central United Methodist Church
1013 Polke Rd., Sedro-Woolley
360.856.6412 / centralumcsw@yahoo.com
www.gbgm-umc.org/cumc-sedrowolley
Adult Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. worship: 11 a.m.
Marilyn Kallshian, pastor

Presbyterian
Mount Baker Presbyterian Church
45705 Main St., P.O. Box 246, Concrete
Church 853.8585; office 595.0446
www.mtbakerpresbyterian.synodnw.org
Sun. worship: 9 a.m.
Tom Ross, pastor

Lutheran
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
46372 Main St., Concrete / 853.8814
Sun. worship: 10 a.m.
Marcus Stroud, pastor

Nondenominational
Community Bible Church
45672 Limestone, Concrete; 853.8511
E-mail: cbcofconcrete@earthlink.net
Sun. School: 9 a.m.; Worship Svc: 10 a.m.
Childcare/Children’s Ministries at both
Contact church for other ministries
Rob Thomas, pastor

Rockport Christ the King Comm. Church
11982 Martin Rd., Rockport, WA 98283
Church office: 853.8746
Pre-service fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sun. service: 10 a.m.
Sun. eve. Bible study: 5 p.m.

To add your place of 
worship to this directory, 

call 360.853.8213 or e-mail 
editor@concrete-herald.com.

Chief’s 
corner
By Skagit County 
Sheriff Chief of Field 
Services Chad Clark

   It’s already time to go back to school—
where did the summer go? This is a 
crucial time to get your kids ready for the 
school year and to educate them on being 
safe when going to school and when 
returning home.
   Most people get into a routine of 
daily activities and usually do the same 
things over and over. People who are 
out to commit a crime, however, pick 
up on your routine and will try to take 
advantage of it. Here are a few items that 
your children need to be aware of.
• Try to arrange for your children to 

walk to school with a friend.
• Make sure arrangements are made 

ahead of time when your children 
are returning home. Do you need 
a babysitter, are they going to day 
care, is there a responsible adult at 
home to watch them?

• Your children should never accept 
a ride or any kind of gift from a 
stranger who drives or walks to the 
bus stops or your child’s route to and 

from school. Remember, people who 
are likely to commit crimes against 
children will try to lure them close 
to them.

• Change up the routine on occasion. 
Don’t be predictable; always think 
that someone is trying to take 
advantage of opportunities.

   This also is the time of year that your 
house may be vacant for the better part 
of the day as your children are at school. 
Daytime burglaries occur at an alarming 
rate, and you need to be ready to keep 
your home safe.
• Remember to activate your alarm 

system if you have one.
• Park vehicles in different areas of 

your property to give the appearance 
you may be home.

• Talk to neighbors and share 
information about your 
neighborhood. They should be aware 
of what vehicles should be at your 
house.

   Pay very close attention to your chil-
dren, and educate them about possible 
dangers that come with traveling to and 
from school.

Chad Clark is Chief of Field Services 
for the Skagit County Sheriff’s East 
Detachment in Concrete.

See Sheriff’s Blotter, p. 33

Obituaries online
   Obituaries published in Concrete 
Herald from May 2009 to present are posted 
online at: 
   www.concrete-herald.com/obituaries
   For more information, call 360.853.8213 or 
e-mail editor@concrete-herald.com.

following up the investigation.
July 22
   Deputies investigated a vehicle prowl in 
the Pierce Lane area of Sedro-Woolley. A 
car was entered overnight, and a GPS unit 
was taken. No suspects at this time.
   A male caller from the 13000 block of 
Highway 9 in Clear Lake called to report 
a female relative who appeared to have 
committed suicide. Deputies arrived and 
located the female, who was deceased 
from what appeared to be a self-inflicted 
wound. The body was turned over to the 
coroner’s office for further investigation.
  Deputies were called to Main St. in 
Concrete just after midnight for a male 
who had lacerated his wrist. The male 
was contacted, and it was determined 
that he was depressed and cut his wrist 
on purpose. He was transported by 
ambulance to the hospital.
  Deputies were dispatched to a male 
threatening to kill two subjects who were 
in a business in Rockport. The male 
suspect accused one of the male victims of 
stealing $15,000 from him. No weapons 
were displayed, but the victims felt 
threatened. The suspect was arrested and 
booked into jail for felony harassment.
July 23
   A female caller reported her house 

broken into in the 8000 block of 
Westerman Rd. near Sedro-Woolley. A 
door was kicked in and game consoles 
were taken. Deputies are aware of possible 
suspects and are following up on leads.
   A female caller reported her minor son 
was assaulted by an adult male in the 
Hamilton area. Deputies learned that the 
juvenile male had a confrontation with a 
male he knows. Apparently the male had 
punched him and caused the juvenile pain. 
The adult was arrested and booked into 
jail for assaulting a minor.
July 24
   A business owner in the 44000 block of 
SR 20 in Grasmere called to report a male 
subject was lying on a sidewalk near their 
business. Deputies contacted the male 
and identified him as the person who has 
been sweeping other businesses’ parking 
lots and loitering in town for the previous 
couple of months. It was learned that the 
male was leasing an office space near 
where he was lying. He was given a ride 
to Sedro-Woolley because he no longer 
wanted to be in Concrete because he felt 
people didn’t want him there any longer. 
He was later taken to a mental health 
facility for treatment.

Obituaries
   Greta Joan Werden, 
Resident of Skagit County 
since 1977, passed away 
on July 28, 2012, while 
surrounded by family and 
friends. She was born Sept. 
13, 1931.
   Joan was preceded in 
death by her mother Gladys 
Sutherland; sister Sylvia 
Blankenship; ex-husband 
Herbert F. Werden; and son Robert Glenn Werden.
   She is survived by daughters Kathleen Lundgren, 
Debora Criner, and Pamela Sande; sons Greg Allen 
Werden and Mark Craig Werden; 11 grandchildren 
and 31 great-grandchildren; five nephews; and 
numerous cousins. Joan will be remembered also by 
all her daughters-in-law, sons-in-law, extended family, 
and friends.
   A memorial service was held Aug. 12 at Community 
Bible Church, 45672 Limestone St. in Concrete.

   Georgina (Gina) Mae Regan Scribner 
passed away Aug. 26, 2012, at her home in Mount 
Vernon.
   She was born in Sultan, Wash., on June 10, 1942, 
to George and Geraldine Regan. She was preceded in 
death by her parents and husband, Ronald Scribner.
   Gina was the proud mother of sons Jeff Spalding 
of Mount Vernon and Jerry Spalding of Marysville, 
daughter Tina DeLapp of Marysville, and special 
“daughter” Diana Steele. She was a loving sister to 

brothers Ron Regan and wife Donna of Fayetteville, 
N.C., and Rick Regan and wife Susan of Everett, 
Wash. She also is survived by grandchildren Derek, 
Roxan, Crystal, Rylan, Shane, and Chaz; eight great-
grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews.
   Gina graduated from Concrete High School in 1960. 
She was an avid reader and enjoyed being with her 
family and friends.
   A potluck celebration of her life was held for family 
and friends on Sat., Sept. 1, at 2 p.m. at the family 
home, 415 N. 18th, Mount Vernon.

Not advertising in Concrete Herald 
is like winking in the dark*

*You’re the only one who knows
what you’re doing.

Call 360.853.8213 today
to be seen in Concrete Herald,

the Voice of Eastern Skagit County.

   What is the power of one person’s life? 
What is the power of your life? Jesus 
asked in Luke 13:18-19: 
“What is the kingdom of God like? What 
shall I compare it to? It is like a mustard 
seed, which a man took and planted in his 
garden. It grew and became a tree, and the 
birds of the air perched in its branches.” 
   One thing that concerns me about 
Christians in general, and this 
generation in particular, is the inability 
(or indifference or even sometimes 
laziness) in “daring to dream” what could 
become of their lives! We live in the 
most technology-savvy age ever, but the 
overdose of information often has the 
counter-productive effect of extinguishing 
our ability to dream.
   There is much to resist the audacity to 
think that one’s simple, ordinary life could 
mean something important—especially 
when you are bound to the routine of 
everyday life, bills, family, stretching the 
income to the end of the month, studying, 
etc. If depression, family dysfunction, or 
other intense factors are added to that, 
it becomes even harder to believe that 
one’s life could have any real eternal 
repercussions.
   However, when we realize that the 

Sunday School lesson
The power of one life
By Dan Johnson

kingdom of God is like a mustard 
seed, the smallest of seeds, we begin to 
understand that “greatness” or “relevance” 
or “fulfillment” all have tiny beginnings. 
Jesus compared His own kingdom, the 
one that He came to establish for all of 
eternity, to a mustard seed.
   When I was converted in the 1970s, 
these and other passages were preached 
and taught a lot, and I will be eternally 
thankful for my pastor and how he urged 
us to dream BIG! Along the way I have 
discovered that the time frame from 
“mustard seed” to “tree” is long, and often 
fraught with disappointments, setbacks, 
and downright demonic attacks.
   But the nature of the mustard seed is to 
grow, to persevere. It’s not our own effort, 
but rather the seed! Season after season, 
year after year, that precious seed that has 
been sown in us, and that we are careful 
to cultivate through seeking God, praying, 
studying His word, and deepening our 
relationships with the body of Christ, will 
grow into a wonderful, strong, deeply 
rooted tree, where the birds of the air can 
perch in its branches, and join with us in 
singing praises to our God!

Dan Johnson is part of a multinational 
church-planting team in Granada, Spain.  
He served as the first pastor of Concrete 
Assembly of God from 1985–86. This 
column was first published in the August 
2009 issue of Concrete Herald.

Worth repeating
   “Hypocrites in the Church? Yes, and 
in the lodge and at the home. Don’t hunt 
through the Church for a hypocrite. 
Go home and look in the mirror. 
Hypocrites? Yes. See that you make the 
number one less.”
   “Going to church doesn’t make you 
a Christian any more than going to a 
garage makes you an automobile.”
   “A revival does two things. First, it 
returns the Church from her backsliding 
and second, it causes the conversion of 
men and women; and it always includes 
the conviction of sin on the part of the 
Church. What a spell the devil seems to 
cast over the Church today!”
   “God Almighty never intended that 
the devil should triumph over the 
Church. He never intended that the 
saloons should walk rough-shod over 
Christianity.”
   “If you don’t do your part, don’t 
blame God.”
   “Personal liberty is not personal license.”

—Billy Sunday
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B u s i n e s s  d i r e c t o r y
Auto/Equipment repair

Clear Lake Heavy Equipment Repair
12785 State Route 9, Clear Lake
360.856.9004
Maintenance and Repair of Cars/Pick-ups
Excavators/Dump Trucks and more!
Roadside Service Available

Bookkeeping
UpRiver Bookkeeping Services
360.853.7667 or 360.708.9761
upriver21@hotmail.com
Reasonable rates
Payroll services to full-charge bookkeeping

Brew pubs
Birdsview Brewing Co.
Fresh micro beer brewed on our premises
Great food! Family friendly!
Open Tuesdays through Sundays
38302 State Route 20, Birdsview
360.826.3406 / www.birdsviewbrewingco.com

Consignment Shops
New 2 You
Resale clothing and accessories
50/50 split paid as in-store credit
Wed. to Sat., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
44942 State Route 20, Concrete
360.853.5911

Construction
Don Payne’s Backhoe Services
Extensive experience, reasonable rates
Trenching for electrical and plumbing lines, 
site preparation, road- and lot-clearing
360.853.7838 / 770.0178 / #PAYNE*066BC
dpaynes2001@yahoo.com

Insurance
Farmers Insurance
Notary Public
45905 Main Street, Concrete
** CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOW RATES!! **
PLEASE CALL FOR QUOTE
360.333.8851

Lodging
Ovenell’s Heritage Inn/Double O Ranch
Fully equipped log cabins; AAA; 580-acre 
cattle ranch; all-natural, grain-fed beef;
special events; getaways; local discounts; and 
wildlife! See our views of Mount Baker!
360.853.8494 / www.ovenells-inn.com

Restaurants
Buffalo Run Restaurant
Exotic meats and all-American favorites!
Friday through Sunday
11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
60084 State Route 20, Marblemount
360.873.2103

Cascade Burgers
45292 State Route 20, Concrete
Featuring great burgers, fries, and milkshakes 
in a 1950s, family-style atmosphere!
OPEN DAILY: 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Ask about our daily specials!  360.853.7580

Donald K. Moore Construction
Dump truck / Sand / Gravel / Topsoil
Complete excavation and lots, to acreage
cleared / log loads, underground utilities avail.
Licensed, bonded, and insured
360.853.8525 / Reg. #DONALKMO15KE

Farm and estate sales
Salmagundi Farms / George A. Lloyd
We buy, sell, trade; consignment or cash paid
35 yrs. sales experience
Licensed, bonded, & insured
360.678.5888
SALES EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

Gifts
All Valley Storage & Gifts
31687 SR 20, Ste. 102, Lyman/Sedro-Woolley
Our prices can’t be beat! Beanpod candles, 
home/garden items, decorating ideas, more!
360.826.6001 / allvalleystorageinc@live.com
Online: www.allvalleystorageinc.com

Matty’s on Main
45905 Main Street, Concrete
** UNIQUE & ANTIQUE **
Family Gift Shop / Special Orders
FREE GIFT-WRAPPING AVAILABLE
360.333.8851

Hair salons
Hair Fitness
Complete family hair care, specializing in:
PERMS / COLOR & CUTS / WAXING
More than 25 years’ experience!
Call Kathy Monrad and Becki Hoover for appt
360.853.8684

To add your business to this directory, call 360.853.8213 
or e-mail ads@concrete-herald.com

Perks Espresso & Deli
Full breakfast, espresso, sub sandwiches, 
drive-thru and take-out. Find us on Facebook.
M–F, 5 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sa.– Su. 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
44586 SR 20, Concrete
360.853.9006

The Washington Cafe and Bakery
Fresh salmon, fish-and-chips; prime rib on Fri. 
nights. Donate to Concrete Theatre here!
Summer hours: Thur. – Mon., 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
45938 Main St., Concrete // 360.853.7723
washingtongrillnbakery@gmail.com

Self-storage
Concrete Self-storage
Located on Fir Street, Concrete
Heated and nonheated, security surveillance, 
coded entry, 4x5 to 15x32 units, locks for sale. 
Customer service is our top priority!
360.853.8100/concreteselfstorageinc@live.com

Towing services
Dave’s Towing 360.853.7433, Concrete, WA
Cash for clunkers, towing and extractions, 
abandoned vehicle removal, lockouts, fuel 
delivery. Credit cards and insurance accepted. 
Discounts for locals.
360.853.7433 or 360.770.6705

Rogers Towing
Fast, friendly, affordable service.
24/7 towing, lock-outs,
damage-free flatbed plus wheel-lift towing.
Credit cards accepted.
360.826.5514

Health
Sheriff’s Blotter, cont. from p. 31

July 27
   A homeowner in the 8000 block of 
Peavey Rd. in Sedro-Woolley reported a 
burglary to his shed overnight. He said a 
chainsaw was taken and that his vehicle 
was also gone through. Several neighbors 
also stated their cars had been entered 
during the same time frame. Suspects 
were located a few days later and arrested.
   A male caller reported a known 
associate was driving recklessly in 
the Hamilton Cemetery Rd. area near 
Hamilton and out into a field, nearly 
striking him. Witnesses confirmed his 
story. The suspect was contacted and 
denied going near the person, but said he 
may have “cut the corner.” He was cited 
for reckless endangerment.
 July 28
   A deputy parked near the intersection 
of Hwy 9 and Old Day Creek Rd in Clear 
Lake at 2:45 a.m. observed a truck coast 
through the intersection, failing to stop. 
The driver argued, saying he did stop. It 

was learned that the driver did not have 
a license and his license was suspended. 
A drug detection dog checked the vehicle 
and did not locate any narcotics. The 
driver was released, and the truck was 
removed by a licensed driver.
July 29
   A deputy was on routine patrol driving 
through the Cedar Grove development at 
3:26 a.m. He spotted a truck parked near 
the park. As he approached the truck, 
he noticed two people outside speaking 
to the occupants. It was determined that 
a passenger had a valid warrant for his 
arrest. All other people were told to go 
home, and the person with the warrant 
went to jail.
July 30
   A child in the Pipeline Rd. area of 
Lyman was chased and bitten by a dog in 
the neighborhood. The dog already had 
been declared as “potentially dangerous.” 
The dog was put under quarantine and the 
owner will have a court date. The child 
was treated for bites to her legs.
   A resident in the 52000 block of 

Railroad Ave. in Rockport called to report 
damage done to his window and flowers. 
His front window had a rock thrown 
through it, and the bush had been run over 
by a car. He suspected the neighbor. The 
neighbor was contacted and denied any 
wrongdoing and was upset that the deputy 
was even questioning him. No arrests 
were made.
July 31
   A deputy was parked near the 
intersection of Francis Rd. and Hwy 9 in 
Clear Lake when a vehicle went through 
the intersection failing to stop. The driver 
was contacted at 4:40 a.m.; he said he 
was late for work. It was determined that 
his license was suspended and he had a 
warrant for his arrest. The jail would not 
accept him and he was given a new court 
date, as well as cited for driving with a 
suspended license.
   Deputies investigated a domestic fight in 
the 41000 block of Cape Horn Dr. in Cape 
Horn. It was learned that an adult female 
had slapped her daughter and then fled the 
residence at a high rate of speed. Deputies 

later contacted the suspect back at the 
house and took her into custody. She said 
her daughter had pushed her and she had 
slapped her back. She was booked into jail 
for assault and a warrant.
   A female homeowner in the 60000 block 
of Beverly Place in Marblemount called 
to report a check had been cashed in her 
name while she was on vacation. She also 
noticed some items taken from her yard 
and some coins from inside her house. She 
may know who is responsible and will 
re-contact the deputy when she finds the 
information. No charges have been filed at 
this point. Deputies have suspects.
August 1
   A male Hamilton caller requested 
assistance, saying his girlfriend was going 
crazy. Deputies determined this was the 
same female they had taken to the hospital 
on a previous case. The female was saying 
she was applying to the Secret Service 
and was walking in and out of neighbors’ 
houses. She was detained and transported 
to the hospital for a mental health 
evaluation.

Whooping cough 
prevention: How 
to ensure your 
family’s health
By Kathleen Jaeger

   If you have a new child or grandchild, or 
come in close contact with an infant of 12 
months or younger, you should know that 
the number of cases of whooping cough, 
also known as pertussis, is increasing 
sharply. As a grandparent, parent, or 
caretaker, you should consider getting a 
booster vaccine.

The facts
   Whooping cough is a common disease 
in the United States, with periodic 
epidemics every three to five years and 
frequent outbreaks.
   Unfortunately, this year the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

is reporting a major whooping cough 
outbreak across two-thirds of the country.  
In fact, the CDC has declared a whooping 
cough epidemic in Washington, and high 
rates in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
   Nine infant deaths have been reported 
this year alone, with the majority of 
deaths occurring among infants younger 
than three months of age. In addition to 
these tragic incidents, 17,000 more cases 
of whooping cough were reported to 
the CDC through mid-July of this year, 
with the second-highest disease outbreak 
occurring among children 7–10 years old.
   The good news is that the whooping 
cough vaccine exists to provide protection 
to infants and school-aged children. 
Regrettably, however, until a child is fully 
vaccinated, which is defined generally 
as five doses of the vaccine, adults who 
come in close contact with the child could 
inadvertently pass on the virus. 

Take action
   The CDC recommends that grand-
parents, parents, caretakers, and other 
adults who come into close contact with a 
young infant get a dose of the whooping 
cough vaccine at least two weeks prior 

to contact. This dose will help enhance 
the protection of newborns, infants, and 
school-aged children from the pertussis 
virus and prevent whooping cough.
   Ask your doctor about whooping cough 
and learn how you can enhance the 
protection of your grandchild and others.
   Learn about the recommended vaccines 
designed to fight whooping cough.
Discuss your vaccine history to see if 
you should have an adult booster dose—
recommended by the CDC every 10 years. 
   If you are pregnant, it’s recommended that 
you receive the whooping cough vaccine 
after completing week 20 of pregnancy and the 
influenza vaccine anytime during pregnancy.
   Discuss the recommended vaccine 
schedule for infants and school-aged 
children.
   While most infants and newborns 
receive the recommended vaccinations in 
their pediatrician’s office, ask your doctor 
whether they offer adult and adolescent 
immunizations.

Kathleen Jaeger is senior vice president 
for Pharmacy Care and Patient Advocacy 
with the National Association of Chain 
Drug Stores.

Safely share the road 
with school buses
By David Silvey

   According to the American School Bus 
Council, school buses are designed to be 
safer than passenger vehicles in avoiding 
crashes and preventing injury. A study by 
the U.S. Department of Transportation 
states that children are safer riding the bus 
to and from school than being driven in a 
car by an adult. When you are sharing the 
road with school buses, follow these tips.

• School buses have yellow lights to 
warn drivers they will be making a 
stop, plus red flashing lights and an 
extendable stop sign to tell drivers to 
stop. Yellow does not mean go faster; 
it means slow down. Be aware of 
your surroundings and always come 
to a complete stop. Do not continue 
driving until the lights have been 
turned off and the sign is pulled in.

• It is illegal to pass a school bus on 
the right side of the road because 
you cannot be aware of where the 
bus needs to stop to load or unload. 
Always wait for the bus to move to 
the right lane or stay a safe distance 
behind it. It also is illegal to pass a 
school bus that is stopped to load or 
unload children. It is vital that you 
stop your vehicle at least 10 feet 
away from the school bus to allow for 
riders to enter and exit safely.

• In most states it is required that 
school buses stop at all railway 
crossings. Be alert when a crossing is 
ahead and a school bus nearby so that 
you can stop as well.

• You must always stop for flashing red 
lights; however, most states do not 
require drivers to stop when on the 
opposite side of a divided highway. 
Use extreme caution if you are in this 
situation, as passengers may be trying 
to cross in that area, especially if 
there is a crosswalk.

• You are responsible for keeping 
an eye on the road and on children 
waiting for the bus.

• Use caution if you are driving in 
residential areas and school zones.

David Silvey is a vice president at 
AlliedBarton Security Services.

Teen alcohol and 
tobacco prevention 
program accepting 
participants
   A free, home-based teen alcohol and 
tobacco prevention program has begun 
registering participants for the eight-week, 
family-directed effort.
   United General Hospital’s Community 
Health Outreach Programs and the 
Burlington Healthy Community Coalition 
are working together to bring the Family 
Matters program to Skagit County 
families. The program is designed for 
families with youth ages 12–14 and has 
shown effective results in preventing and 
reducing teen tobacco and alcohol use.
   The Family Matters Program focuses 
on emphasizing the importance of 
family involvement, enhancing conflict 
resolution and communication skills, 
preventing teen alcohol and tobacco use, 

and encouraging positive influences.  
   Every two weeks a packet will be 
mailed to participants’ homes. Families 
will have two weeks to complete the 
packet activities. Once activities are 
completed, a Family Matters program 
facilitator will make follow-up calls to 
check in and provide support. Examples 
of packet topics include:
• How influences outside the family 

can encourage teens to use alcohol 
and tobacco

• How families can keep their teens 
from using or abusing alcohol and 
tobacco

• Changes children experience as they 
become teenagers

   Families throughout Skagit County 
may register for the program. The first 
10 families to register and complete the 
program will receive a $20 gift card.  
Space is limited.  
   To register or for more information, 
contact program facilitator Bonnie 
Kiilsholm at 360.333.1978 or kiilsholm@
hotmail.com.

“The Cool Guys”  
Rick’s Refrigeration, Inc  

402 State Street  ~  Sedro-Woolley  
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Burlington
Harvest Festival, Pumpkin 
Pitch slated for Sept. 29
   A Skagit County favorite is set to return 
to Skagit River Park in Burlington.
   On Sat., Sept. 29, the park will host the 
annual Burlington Harvest Festival and 
Pumpkin Pitch. 
   This year promises food vendors, free 
activities for kids, a hay scramble, and the 
popular pumpkin pitch, where handmade 
trebuchets toss pumpkins for distance and 
accuracy.
   The festivities begin at 10 a.m., when 
the Kids Zone play area opens. The 
trebuchets and their teams can be seen 
during a public viewing that begins at 11 
a.m.
   At noon, the Burlington-Edison 
High School ROTC will present a flag 
ceremony and the National Anthem.
   At 12:15 p.m., the pumpkins will fly. 
After all the pumpkins are tossed—
usually around 3 p.m.—awards will be 
given.
   The event closes with a candy hunt for 
the kids.
   Admission to the event is free. Attendees 
are asked to use the entrance at 1011 S. 
Skagit St. and park in the north parking 
lots. Wagon rides will provide transport 
from there.
   For more information, contact the 
Burlington Parks and Recreation Dept. at 
360.755.9649 or the Burlington Chamber 
of Commerce at 360.757.0994.

Documentary film to screen
   Skagit MoveOn will show the film, 
“Inside Job” on Sept. 29 at 7 p.m., at the 
Burlington Library, 820 E. Washington St.
   “Inside Job” is a 2010 documentary 
about the late-2000s financial crisis 
directed by Charles H. Ferguson. The film 
is described by Ferguson as being about 
“the systemic corruption of the United 
States by the financial services industry 
and the consequences of that systemic 
corruption.”
   All interested parties are welcome to 
come.

Home & GardenOut & About
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Kristina Collins

Mount Vernon
Garden Patch
By Gladys Silrus

   September can be one of the busiest 
months in the garden. Here are some 
tips as the end of the gardening season 
approaches.

Miscellaneous
   Stop pruning and fertilizing.
   If you put your house plants out for the 
summer, now is the time to bring them 
indoors. Check for hitchhiking pests; if 
you see any, give the plant a good blast of 
water to knock them off.
   Start fall cleanup in the flower beds, 
cutting back anything that has finished 
blooming or is diseased. Now is a good 
time to take cuttings to over-winter 
indoors or in the greenhouse.
   Watch for the first frost warning and 
cover tender plants. (First frost in Skagit 
County is around Oct. 15, but that date 
can vary widely from west to east.)
   Photograph your garden now so you 
can remember what it looked like for 
next year—or be reminded of it when the 
weather is cold out!
   Turn the compost pile one last time.

Flowers and other ornamental plants
   Divide and move perennials if you want 
to multiply your plants.
   Dig and store tender bulbs, such as 
caladium, cannas, and tuberous begonias. 
You can wait on dahlias until after the 
first hard frost. If you want to put in the 
time and work of saving them, cut off 
the foliage after it dies from a freeze, 
place foil over the hollow stalks, wait two 
weeks, then dig and divide, storing in a 
cool, dry area over winter. Or you can do 
like I do and just buy new ones next year 
or hope your neighbor will share with you.
   If you haven’t planted your spring-
flowering bulbs, now is a good time 
before the first frost.

Vegetables
   Harvest remaining vegetables, including 

green tomatoes. To ripen green tomatoes 
indoors, pull up the entire plants 
(including as much of the root system 
as possible) before the first frost and the 
nighttime temperatures dip into the high 
60s. Shake off any soil and hang the plant 
upside down in a sheltered place like a 
garage. The fruit will continue to ripen. 
You can also try picking the more mature 
fruit, place them on a sunny window sill 
with the blossom side down (they won’t 
rot as fast that way). Another way is to  
wrap individual tomatoes in newspaper 
and lay them in a box, no more than two 
layers deep. Place the box in a dark, dry 
spot and check the tomatoes weekly. It 
usually takes 3–4 weeks for them to ripen, 
but check frequently for any that show 
signs of rot.
   If you don’t want to go to all that trouble 
you can eat your tomatoes green, can 
them, or just make fried green tomatoes. 
Yum!

Fruit
   Clean up any fallen fruit.

Trees and shrubs
   Now is a good time to plant them. Make 
sure to keep them well watered.

Lawn care
   Weed, feed, and seed.

Pests
   Dispose of any diseased or infested 
plants to avoid overwintering. Do not put 
them in your compost pile!
   If you still need a touch of color, now is 
a great time to plant mums and asters
Remember, the more weeds you pull now, 
the fewer you’ll have to pull next spring.
   Happy gardening!   
 

Got a gardening question? Send it 
to Gladys for an answer! Call her at 
360.826.4848, or write to her at gsilrus@
frontier.com or 42002 Pine St., Concrete, 
WA 98237.

   In the final segment of our three-part 
series on home-maintenance strategies, 
we look at tips and tricks for keeping your 
yard and roof looking new.

Lawns
   First and foremost, plant grass that’s 
suitable for your climate. Once planted, 
here are a few areas the Lawn Doctor 
suggests you keep in mind:
• Don’t cut too much. Cutting the grass 

super-short may save you an extra 
mow or two, but it can cause issues at 
the blade and root levels.

• Water right. Early signs of wilt—
such as a bluish-green color, curling 
blades, or lingering footprints—
indicate the need for water.

• Know your weeds. Weeds are a fact 
of life, but an understanding of what’s 
what can help you determine which 
are more destructive than others.

• Drain right. Low spots, depressions, 
and a slope toward the house can lead 
to flooding, which can harm the lawn. 
Poor drainage also can lead to moss 
or algae growth.

• Call for help. Striving for a picture-
perfect lawn? It requires meticulous 
upkeep of a maintenance plan, 
particularly with fertilization 
strategies. It may be worth 
considering a lawn service.

Asphalt roofs
   The Asphalt Roofing Manufacturers 
Association recommends conducting an 
annual roof audit to ensure shingles are 
secure, functioning properly, and not 
leaking. The best time to inspect is in 
spring after severe weather conditions 
have passed.
• Make the initial inspections from the 

ground with binoculars or through 
upstairs windows where the roof 
surface can be observed.

• Inspect the underside of the roof 
deck from the attic to detect 
leaks. Remember that in cooler 
climates, water stains may be due to 
condensation as a result of inadequate 

attic ventilation.
• Keep gutters and roof surfaces clear 

of leaves, pine needles, and other 
debris so that water will drain freely.

• Keep trees trimmed to prevent 
branches from scuffing the roof 
surface. This will also keep the 
surface drier to inhibit algae, mold, 
fungus, and lichen.

• Never paint or coat asphalt roofing 
materials to give them a new look; 
doing so may void the manufacturer’s 
warranty. However, asphalt shingles 
may be cleaned if they are showing 
signs of staining from algae. Go 
to www.asphaltroofing.org for 
a technical bulletin defining the 
process.

• Never allow water from a downspout 
to pour directly onto a roof, which 
can cause additional wear.

• When removing snow or ice, take 
care not to damage the roof. For 
safety, use a soft-bristled broom or 
long extension pole—never allow 
shovels to make direct contact with 
shingles. Never climb onto a wet or 
snow-covered roof.

• Limit walking on roofs to a minimum 
to avoid damaging the surface. When 
workmen have to climb onto the 
roof to service or install a television 
antenna or other element, require they 
use care to protect the roofing. Avoid 
mounting satellite discs or other 
hardware to the roof to avoid future 
potential leak areas.

• Whenever a new element is added, 
make certain proper flashing 
procedures are followed. Also, be sure 
anchors are made of a non-corrosive 
material to eliminate the possibility of 
metal discoloration or “iron stains.”

   If you have any safety concerns, call in 
a reputable roofing contractor to make the 
inspections and/or repairs for you.

Katy Tomasulo has been covering the 
building products industry for 12 years. 
Read her coverage of home products and 
trends at www.productsinsider.com.

Protect your investment, Part 3
By Katy Tomasulo

Project Homeless Connect 
seeks to serve
   MOUNT VERNON — The Skagit 
Valley College Campus again will serve 
as the site for the county’s third annual 
Project Homeless Connect (PHC) event 
on Thur., Sept. 6, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
   Project Homeless Connect provides a 
single location where the underserved and 
homeless in Skagit County can receive 
medical and social services donated by 
area providers. Since the PHC event 
was first held in 2010, the number of 
guests attending has doubled. In 2011, 
a total of 730 guests—495 adults and 
235 children—had access to a variety 
of services ranging from dental exams 
and medical screenings to haircuts and 
housing and employment services. 
Organizers expect up to 1,000 adults and 
children to attend this year’s event, which 
will offer more than 50 organizations 
donating their services.
   According to figures from the 
Washington State Homeless Count 
conducted in February 2012, there are 
about 624 people who are classified as 
homeless in Skagit County. According 
to Melissa Self, Housing Program 
Manager at Skagit County Community 
Action, “This number reflects families 
and individuals who are living in 
emergency, transitional, and unsheltered 
environments. However, these numbers 
really don’t tell the story about 
homelessness in Skagit County.”
   According to Self, an additional 663 
people in Skagit County are “doubled up” 
or “couch surfing”; that is, temporarily 
living with friends or family. These 
individuals and families with children 
don’t have adequate income to afford a 
home to call their own, said Self.
   “Community Action Agency sees people 
every day who have nowhere to sleep—
parents with children living out of their 
cars, veterans sleeping under a tree in a 
parking lot, elderly men and women with 
no place to go,” she said.
   For the past two years, United Way 
of Skagit County has chosen Project 
Homeless Connect as one of its signature 
volunteer activities as part of its Days of 

Anacortes
Antique Engine & Machinery 
Show coming Sept. 8
   Engines that powered mills, factories, 
and farms of days gone by will be on 
display during the 17th annual Anacortes 
Antique Engine & Machinery Show on 
Sat., Sept. 8, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
   The show will be located at Market St. 
and 6th Ave., behind the historic W.T. 
Preston steam-powered sternwheeler. 
Admission is free.
   A fire truck parade will begin around 
11 a.m. Look for the 1899 fire engine that 
was featured in the movie “Hello Dolly” 
and Anacortes Fire Department’s newly 
restored 1924 American LaFrance fire truck.
   For those who want to get a look at Tommy 
Thompson’s beautiful and beloved little 
train, his Anacortes Railway engine—and 
perhaps a car or two—will sit on a section 
of its original rails. Another small train is 
scheduled to offer rides.
   Each year machinery buffs from across 
the Northwest head to the show, which 
always includes plenty of working 
tractors, tools, boats, trucks, cars, and 
contraptions. There also will be working 
models, demonstrations, hands-on 
exhibits, handcrafts, hay rides, machinery-
oriented vendors, and children’s activities.
   For more information, contact the 
Anacortes Museum at 360.293.1915.

Caring program designed to encourage 
people to volunteer in the community.
   Debra Lancaster, executive director of 
United Way, states, “We’ve been inviting 
people in our community to “Live United” 
by volunteering and joining together with 
others to address the root causes of some 
of our toughest challenges, including 
homelessness. We’re delighted to link our 
annual Fall Campaign Kick-off event with 
this tremendous volunteer opportunity.”
   In 2012, the organizing team for PHC 
estimates that they could see between 
700 and 1,000 guests, and recruitment 
efforts currently are under way to enlist 
300 volunteers. Community Engagement 
Manager Elizabeth Jennings with 
Community Action Agency of Skagit 
County said, “Volunteering at this event  
is a great opportunity for people, families, 
churches, and service organizations 
to learn about poverty issues, make 
connections with people experiencing the 
challenges of being homeless, and build 
a stronger sense of community. We’re 
looking for people to serve as guides and 
interpreters, and to help with set up and 
clean up activities supporting the event.”
   Volunteers can sign up at PHC’s Web 
site, www.skagitprojecthomelessconnect.
org, or call 360.588.5731 for more 
information. Bilingual volunteers are 
especially needed. Orientation training 
began during the week of Aug. 27, with 
three dates available.

Autumn Arts Festival to fund 
PTO
   Immaculate Conception Regional 
School in Mount Vernon will host its 
annual PTO fundraiser, the Autumn Arts 
Festival, on Sat., Oct. 20, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in the St. Joseph Center at 215 N. 
15th St. in Mount Vernon.
   The PTO currently is seeking vendors 
to participate in the festival. Interested 
vendors can obtain a registration form by 
going on the school’s Web site at www.
icrsweb.org. Vendors who register by 
Sept. 30 can save $5 off their booth fees.

Giant pumpkins on display   
   Giant pumpkins are certain to cause 
the scales to groan during competition 

at the Second Annual Weigh-off of the 
Skagit Valley Giant Pumpkin Festival at 
Christianson’s Nursery on Sat., Sept. 29. A 
$2,000 cash prize for the biggest pumpkin 
is expected to attract pumpkin growers 
from Oregon and Canada to compete. 
Entry forms for the giant pumpkin weigh-
off are available at Christianson’s Nursery 
or www.christiansonsnursery.com.
   The festival will run from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. at Christianson’s Nursery, 15806 
Best Rd., Mount Vernon.
  The festival also includes free pony 
rides, face painting, cooking classes (fee 
required), and family carnival games. 
   For more information, call 360.466.3821 
or 800.585.8200, or go to www.
christiansonsnursery.com.
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Call 360.853.8213 today to be seen in Concrete Herald.
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Dwelleyisms
Wit from former 

Concrete Herald editor 
Charles M. Dwelley

   “Wouldn’t it be wonderful if our 
government heads would celebrate 
Washington’s birthday by putting 
into effect a policy of ‘no foreign 
entanglements’ and sticking to it? That 
was George’s advice in his farewell 
address, and after 200 years, it is still 
good.”
   “When you stop to think that America 
has been through 19 major depressions 
and emerged from each one into an [era] 
of prosperity greater than ever before, 
there is hope that this one won’t be so 
very bad. We’ve won before and will win 
again.”

—Feb. 18, 1932

   “A 100 percent tax on incomes from 
crime is a direct step, to say the least. It is 
better than taking it in little bits like they 
do from honest people. At least crooks 
will know they are not going to make 
anything before they start.”

—June 2, 1932

  “After an editorial in last week’s 
paper, we were flattered to have one 
of our subscribers come in and cancel 
his subscription. The flattery lies in the 
fact that the person thought so much of 

Across
1. Shoreline protector
7. Flipper’s constellation?
13. Long Island ___
15. Noble head topper
16. Piquant parade
18. Congratulations, of a sort
19. Money substitute
20. Bristle
21. Direction (var.)
23. Jackman or Grant
24. Japanese icebreaker
26. Military scouting
28. Author, White Feather
31. Back talk
32. “___ Ng” (They Might 
Be Giants song)
34. Italian monks
35. Sitting pols
36. Piquant parade
41. “___ di Stasio,” French 
film
42. Thickness measures
43. “Fantasy Island” prop
44. Short order, for short
45. ___ Tower
47. Not just trim

51. Exec
53. “Your majesty”
55. Take orders
56. “Oh, my aching head!,” 
e.g.
58. Drenched
60. Wiehl of FOX News
61. Piquant parade
64. Changing of lean to elan, 
e.g.
65. Cyber user
66. Strain
67. Go-getters

Down
1. ___ Roo
2. Cooling-off period
3. Ulcer type
4. Certain computer file
5. Rash goddesses
6. Roost
7. DeLuise
8. Assayers’ stuff
9. Derby prize
10. Turkey part
11. Putting off
12. His “4” was retired

14. Myst character
15. Encodes
17. Haute couture
22. Heroin, slangily
25. Cathedral recess
27. Colon cleaner
29. ___ Europe
30. Man and Casino
33. Brightly colored seed 
cover
36. Tittle-tattles
37. Shed light on
38. ___ Review
39. TV series, 1991-95
40. Weapon storer
46. About 1 percent of the 
atmosphere
48. On fire
49. Certain angler
50. Green teas
52. It takes two to do it ...
54. “Snowy” bird
57. Novelist Jones
59. Legendary Tibetan
61. Video maker, for short
62. He played a robot on TV
63. Pronged spear

Sudoku
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down, and each small 9-box square contains all of the numbers 
from one to nine.

*Solutions to both puzzles are on p. 38.

Crossword: “Piquant Parade”

Funny as Facebook
   The following funnies were pulled verbatim from Facebook status updates in August.
• “I just learned that to burn off the calories from one M&M, you have to walk the length 

of a football field. BRB I have to run to China.”
• “I wasn’t planning on going for a run today, but those cops came out of nowhere.”
• “Life is like a box of Ritz crackers. You can do so much with it, or nothing at all.”
• “‘It’s not my fault you guys decided to have kids.’” —An 11-year-old (who clearly doesn’t 

want to see 12) regarding his and his brother’s behavior.
• “Anyone know what to do with a million purple plums?”

Public Service Announcement By Stig Kristensen

SAVE CONCRETE THEATRE!
n  Donate at the theater during weekend 

movie times
n  Mail a check payable to Concrete Theatre to: 

Concrete Theatre, P.O. Box 954,  
Concrete, WA 98237

n  Make a credit card or PayPal donation at 
www.concrete-theatre.com

n  Donate at Columbia Bank in Concrete 
(designate check for “Digital Projector Fund”

For more info on ways to help, call 
360.941.0403 or e-mail info@concrete-
theatre.com.

Donate to Digital Campaign!

The movie industry will convert to digital in 2013. 

Concrete Theatre won’t be able to show new  

movies unless it converts to a digital system

--a $50,000 hurdle. Please donate to help 

keep Concrete Theatre alive!

*Advertisement  
paid for by an anonymous donor.

the editor’s opinion that he took personal offense 
from the editorial. It is not our intention to display 
personal animosity or to ‘ride’ anyone in our columns; 
the editorial column is merely the editor’s personal 
opinion, written mainly because some people like to 
hear someone stand on his feet and express what he 
thinks. The Herald does not lay claim to any wide 
influence of public opinion, so outside of the two 
people who have stopped their subscriptions because 
of editorial expressions, the rest of our readers either 
must not take us seriously or are delightfully broad-
minded—for which we are most grateful.”

—Oct. 13, 1932

   “Someone suggests that firearms be made illegal—
thus making it impossible for criminals to arm 
themselves. This person can’t have been around 
much. Maybe he hasn’t heard of the prohibition and 
the way it turned out.” 

—June 30, 1932

   It is hard to think about hard times when the sun is 
shining.

—March 10, 1932

Concrete Harold

By Joyce Harris
Off Center Jonathan Carter

After 100 years of slumber, 
Sleeping Beauty wasn’t quite the 
draw for Prince Charming.
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Knock Knock!
   Who’s there?
   Ida!
   Ida who?
   Ida man!

Submitted by Chaya Haines
Darrington



Piano Lessons. Member WSMTA, enjoy my 
Web site: www.sedrowoolleypianostudio.com. 
360.856.4938. ctk@wavecable.com.

WANTED
“Cleaning lady” needed, two visits per month. Call 
360.826.6626.
Goat(s) to clear a 4-acre woodlot of underbrush. 
360.826.6626.

NOTICES
NOTICE OF TOWN COUNCIL 
2013 BUDGET WORKSHOPS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Concrete 
Town Council will hold workshops on the following 
dates in preparation for the 2013 Budget:

Sept. 24, 6 p.m. 2013 Rate/Utility 
Oct. 9, 6 p.m. Review 2012 Budget 
Oct. 22, 6 p.m. 2013 Salary/Benefit
     Workshop
Nov. 13, 6 p.m. Review 2013 Proposed 
     Budget 
Nov. 26, 6 p.m. 2013 Budget (if needed)

The Concrete Town Council chambers are 
handicap accessible. Arrangements to reasonably 
accommodate the needs of special classes 
of citizens, including handicap accessibility or 
interpreter, will be made upon receiving twenty-four 
(24)-hour advance notice. Contact Andrea Fichter at 
Concrete Town Hall 360.853.8401.
Published in the September, October and November 
2012 issues of Concrete Herald.

SERVICES
Eagles In Flight Motorcycle Sales and Service / Sissy 
Bar. 360.853.7000.
Gladys’ Upholstery Shop. Quality work, reasonable 
prices. 360.826.4848.
House-painter, local. No job too small. Licensed, 
bonded, insured. Free estimates. JZ Painting. 
360.333.3053. Lic. #JZPAIZP923NM.

Classifieds
MOVIES EVERY WEEKEND AT THE
HISTORIC CONCRETE THEATRE
Fri., 7:30 p.m.; Sat., 5 and 7:30 p.m.; 
Sun., 4 p.m.
All ticket prices $6 or less
24-hour MovieLine: 360.941.0403
www.concrete-theatre.com

FOR SALE
1972 BUICK LeSabre 2-dr HT. 350 V8, AT (400), 
PS, PB, PW, air, rally wheels. Original interior. One 
owner 38 years. $2,999 or best offer. 360.856.2290.
Headstones. Traditional & One-Of-A-Kind. 
TODD’S MONUMENTS, 360.708.0403.
www.toddsmonuments.com.
Wood-bricks firewood. Throw down your axe and 
saw. 100% wood bricks burn clean and hot. No more 
bugs, bark, or creosote. No more aching back. $220/
ton (90 / 22.5-lb bundles); $120/ 1/2 ton (45 / 22-lb. 
bundles). Fill up your car! Fill up your truck! Jump for 
joy—you’re in luck! Come in for your free sample. 
Pacific Rim Tonewoods, 38511 SR 20, Concrete. 
360.826.6101. Mon.–Thur., open 8 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Info 
at www.pacificrimtonewoods.com.
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Crossword solution, from p. 37

Sudoku solution, from p. 37

AreA Food BAnks
Clear Lake
Community Covenant Food Bank
Next to church at 12605 Hwy 9, Clear Lake
For a referral, call Love Inc. at 360.419.7061 
between 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

Concrete
Concrete Food Bank
112 E. Main St., Concrete
Second, third, and fourth Thur. each month,
Noon–3 p.m.
360.853.8505

Darrington
Darrington Food Bank
First Baptist Church
1205 Emmens St., Darrington
First and third week each month:
Wed. and Thur., 10–noon and 1–2 p.m.
360.436.9603

Hamilton
Hamilton Community Food Bank
951 Petit St., Hamilton
Every Tue., 11–noon and 1–3 p.m.

Commodities distributed first Tue. each month
360.826.4090

Lyman
Shepherd’s Heart Food Bank
8334 S. Main St., Lyman
Every Thur. 11 a.m.– 3 p.m.
Third Thur. each month till 5 p.m.
November: Open Nov. 23, 10 a.m.– noon
Closed Thanksgiving Day // 360.424.4927

Marblemount
Bread of Life Food Bank
59850 State Route 20, Marblemount
First and third Wed. each month
11 a.m.– 5 p.m.
360.873.2504

Sedro-Woolley
Helping Hands Food Bank
601 Cook Rd., Sedro-Woolley
Wed., 10–11:45 a.m. and 12:30–4 p.m.
Commodities distributed first Wed. each month
360.856.2211

*Changes? Call 360.853.8213.
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health insurance companies, for which 
the federal government foots the bill.  
Medicare Advantage per-patient costs are 
117 percent of regular fee-for-service. 
AFC cuts reimbursement levels based on 
quality of care and patient satisfaction.  
Hospitals have agreed to slightly lower 
their rates over time because they know 
that they would likely see an influx of 
paying patients with AFC’s insurance 
expansion.
   The other one-third of the savings 
comes from a number of smaller cuts to 
programs like one that doles out funds 
to hospitals for the care of uninsured 
patients, who incidentally will be insured 
under AFC.
   Savings not mentioned by Kliff are 
from eliminating fraud. AG Eric Holder 
and HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 
announced in May a nationwide takedown 
by the little known Medicare Fraud Strike 
Force in seven cities that resulted in 
charges against 107 individuals, including 
doctors, nurses, and other licensed 
medical professionals for their alleged 
participation in Medicare fraud schemes 
involving $452 million in false billing.  
AFC significantly increases HHS’s ability 
to suspend payments until an investigation 
is complete. HHS used the new authority 
to stop all future payments to 52 health 
care providers following a data-driven 
analysis and credible allegations of fraud. 
   Seniors and baby boomers beware. 
The Romney/Ryan voucher plan will put 
control of your health care back in control 
of for-profit health insurance companies.

Gail Nicolls
Anacortes

Not happy with Skagit Valley 
Hospital
   What is going on with Skagit Valley 
Hospital? Are they getting so greedy 
or vindictive against United General 
Hospital that they forget about the care 
of the patient? I thought patient care was 
supposed to be their first concern.
   Recently my husband, Jim Bates, had 
minor cancer surgery and was very weak. 
After the surgery he needed assistance 
getting up and down. On one attempt to 
stand up from his chair, he fell to the floor. 
I was unable to get him up; the Hamilton 
Fire Chief and his assistant were called. 
They suggested the hospital. I contacted 
his doctor, who said Jim was dehydrated 
and needed an IV immediately, and if we 
would go to Skagit Valley Hospital, he 
could check on him morning and evening.
   We left home at a little after 8 p.m., 
arriving at Skagit Valley Hospital to find 

about 15 people waiting to see a doctor. 
We were instructed that we had to wait for 
a room being readied for Jim. We thought 
his doctor had called ahead, since Jim 
was dehydrated and was having cardiac 
arhythmia.
   We waited until almost 11 p.m. and 
talked again for probably the fifth time to 
the desk clerk, asking when a room would 
be ready. She informed us that emergency 
rooms were mainly for ambulance care. 
We told her we were going to United 
General Hospital. She informed us we 
would have to have a nurse release him 
and sign a paper stating that if he died en 
route to United General, [Skagit Valley 
Hospital] would not be responsible.
   We arrived at United General at about 
11:20 p.m., where Jim was immediately 
rushed into an examination room, with 
two R.N.s and a doctor at his side. They 
worked on him till after 3 a.m., when he 
was put in ICU in critical condition and 
had a nurse with him most of the time 
for the next four days, when all machines 
were pulled, because he wanted to go 
home. He arrived home by ambulance at 
about 11:30 a.m. with a nurse. He was put 
to bed with oxygen and pain medications. 
With his family gathered around him, he 
talked to all of us. About four hours later, 
his heart stopped.
   Heart arhythmia is partly caused by 
anxiety. Was this a result of sitting in the 
emergency room for almost three hours? 
We know it didn’t help.
   I was told that Skagit Valley Hospital 
has put a block against some of Mt. 
Vernon doctors, preventing them from 
sending any of their patients to United 
General Hospital. I believe you have the 
right to see any doctor you want and go 
to the hospital you prefer or desire. Am I 
correct?

Carol B. Bates
Hamilton

Rockport FD sale a success
   This year’s Rockport Fire Dept. Garage 
Sale came and went quickly. We did great 
this year considering the heat wave and a 
smaller amount of donated items than last 
year. Thanks to all the locals who brought 
their pocketbooks, time, and goods to 
donate, we reached $2,565 this year.
   We had a great time, and it’s fun seeing 
so many of the same faces every year 
looking for deals and supporting the 
department. Rockport Fire Department 
appreciates all the support we receive. 

Jessica Moore
Rockport

Impressed by SRBEAT volunteers
   I am truly impressed and truly thankful 

to all who made donations and to those 
who put in so many hours as volunteers 
(Deanna Ensley, Ember LaBounty, Bill 
and Leatha Sullivan, and Larry) to make 
the 3rd annual Benefit Sale for the Skagit 
River Bald Eagle Interpretive Center 
a huge success. The team works for 
months collecting and storing sale items, 
hauling tents, tables, and signage to bring 
everything together to sell all on one day.  
This year the sale grossed $907.
   Two weeks before the sale, the same 
team of volunteers held a bake sale at 
Concrete Saturday Market and grossed 
$130. I am very proud to be part of this 
community-oriented volunteer group.

Judy Hemenway, Sauk City
President, Skagit River Bald Eagle

Awareness Team

“Show and Shine” gratitude
   I sincerely thank all of the folks who 
helped to make the 2012 Car Show a 
wonderful success for another year.
   There were 33 trophies sponsored this 
year by many merchants and individuals 
in our area—a huge thank-you to all 
for your very generous donations once 
again. Thank you to Rene’s World in 
Sedro-Woolley for making those beautiful 
trophies, and for your donation of two 
of them as well! I want to especially 
thank my always dependable friends who 
helped with the execution of the car show: 
Alice, Karen, Terry, John, Ed, Don, Jerry, 
Howard, Dan, and Bill—your help is, 
as always, my life saver! Without your 
help, it simply wouldn’t happen! Thank 
you to Marty and Adrienne Smith and the 
Concrete Food Bank folks for allowing us 
to use your facility as our “office” once 
again. It’s such a huge help to have an 
area to display the trophies and keep all 
of the paperwork organized, etc. A very 
grateful thank you to Richard and Mike 
for all of the copies of fliers to promote 
the car show for the past five months—
and to the gals who ran them off for me!
   Once again, thank you to all who 
brought their wonderful vehicles to the 
show. By our count there were 73 vehicles 
on display, and that is a very respectable 
car show!
   On behalf of the Cascade Days 
Committee, thank you all for your support 
and for making the Show and Shine 
another great part of the Cascade Days 
celebration.

Peggy Hatley
Cascade Days Show and Shine organizer

Concrete

Cascade Days buttons a hit again
   A big thank-you to all the volunteers 
who helped to sell the Cascade Days 

buttons. To the local merchants who sold 
in their place of business. To Albert’s Red 
Apple for allowing us to sell outside of
their store. Also thanks to the prize donors 
and congratulations to the winners. The 
names of the button winners and the 
prizes may be picked up at Albert’s Red 
Apple Market, at the Lotto counter.
   Thanks again; you made our button sales 
a big success: 800 this year!

Ray Drake, chair
Cascade Days Buttons

Cascade Days thanks
   I want to put out a huge thank-you to 
all who helped out/participated/donated, 
waved, etc., during Cascade Days. We had 
a rockin good time. Thank you very, very 
much for showing your support. Get ready 
for next year; hopefully we can have more 
fun than we had this year.

Tara Pfaff
Concrete American Legion

Rockport/Marblemount reunion 
“another big success”
   I thank everyone who attended the 
Rockport/Marblemount reunion on Aug. 

19 for making it another big success. 
Thank you for the kindness and generosity 
with the food and donations. Because of 
that we will be able to have another picnic 
in a couple of years.
   I also want to thank the Cascade 
Ramblers for a most marvelous job 
in entertainment. It was very much 
appreciated.

Penny LaFleur Mitchell
Sedro-Woolley

Thanks for EMS levy vote
   I thank the public for their support to 
renew the levy for Emergency Medical 
Service (EMS) in Skagit County. This 
levy will continue funding for a county-
wide EMS response system, as well 
as replace ambulances and life-saving 
equipment that is needed to treat victims 
of heart attack, stroke, and other medical 
emergencies.
   We also thank the community for teach-
ing us a few important lessons. First, we 
learned that we need to listen more and 
talk less—a valuable skill for government. 
Second, we learned that we need to spend 
more time communicating with our tax-
payers about what we do and the costs to 
provide EMS care. Finally, we learned 
just how well we can work together as a 
group—three ambulance providers, 18 
fire districts, four cities, and four towns—
during this levy education project.
   We will continue to look for ways to 
improve efficiencies in EMS delivery 
and be responsive to the needs of our 
community. Ultimately, we will be ready 
to respond when you need us.

Earl Klinefelter, manager
Skagit County EMS Commission

Obituaries online
   Obituaries published in Concrete Herald 
from May 2009 to the present are posted 
online at: 
   www.concrete-herald.com/obituaries
   For more information, e-mail editor@
concrete-herald.com or call 360.853.8213.

To place a Classified ad, call 360.853.8213 or 
e-mail ads@concrete-herald.com. Ads are $5 per 
every 10 words, rounded up to the nearest 10. 
Payment is due at time of placement. Deadline 
for October 2012 issue is Sept. 24.

for a playoff. We need to win the games 
we’re supposed to win.”
   With an undersized team, the Lions will 
be playing with a chip on their shoulder, 
especially after falling just short of the 
playoffs last year. That hadn’t happened 
for five years.
   Back in the classroom, the film being 
shown was a scrimmage with Tillamook 
High School, a team that had thought little 
of the Concrete squad before facing them 
last summer. The Lions confronted their 
opponent head-on without backing down 
and want to take the same approach this 
season. The team took 19 players to camp, 
and the time and dedication they’ve put in 
during the spring and summer is showing 
on the practice field.

   “The kids have a real good attitude,” 
said Rood. “They’re excited to go play 
other people. They’re ready to run into 
someone else, other than our own guys.”
   The Lions’ first test was against the 
Ocosta Wildcats, who were considerably 
larger, but fewer in number. The Lions 
suited up roughly twice as many players: 
The Wildcats started with 13, and at times 
had to rely on only 10 players.
   This war of attrition would be between 
the physical size of Ocosta and the sheer 
numbers of Concrete. The question was 
whether the Wildcats’ size or the Lions’ 
depth would wear down the other team 
first.
   The Wildcats started with an early 
13–8 lead before giving up two fumbles, 
which both led to Concrete touchdowns. 
The Lions gradually pulled away with a 
balanced air and ground attack to take a 
32–13 lead at halftime.
   Hampered by penalties and injuries, the 
Wildcats fell out of contention and began 
to look ragged. They never scored again, 
and the Lions went on to win 45–13.
   The Lions look to continue their 
winning ways when they host Liberty Bell 
at home Sept. 7.

Football, cont. from p. 8

See Letters, p. 39
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